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PREFACE 

TO 

THE   FIEST   EDITION. 


I  HAD  destined  my  conkibutions  to  the  Edinburgh  Beview  to  that 
early  foi^tfulneaa  which,  with  a  very  few  remarkable  exceptions, 
attends  and  befits  the  whole  mass  of  ^e  periodical  literature  of  our 
a^.  But  it  has  seemed  good  to  certain  American  booksellers  to 
publish,  with  my  name,  repeated  editions  of  a  series  of  those  con- 
tributions.    I  am  thus  an  author  in  my  own  despite. 

In  these  circumstances  I  have  had  to  make  my  choice  between 
publishing  an  enlarged  and  corrected  edition  of  those  papers,  or 
continuing  to  appear,  to  such  persons  in  the  United  States  as  are 
readers  of  such  books,  the  author  of  a  volume  replete  with  defects 
and  errors.  Some  of  those  faults  are  the  result  of  the  mere  want 
of  learning  and  ability  to  do  better ;  and  are  therefore  incorrigible. 
But  some  of  them  are  the  result  of  the  haste  with  which  our 
periodical  works  are  got  up  by  most  of  the  writers  of  them,  and 
especially  by  those  who,  like  myself,  have  been  compelled  to  write 
in  the  very  scanty  leisure  of  a  life  of  almost  ceaseless  labour. 
Snch  faults  are  corrigible ;  and  I  trust  that,  in  the  following 
volumes,  they  are  corrected.  I  am  thus  an  author  in  my  own 
defence. 

I  prefix  these  few  words  to  these  volumes,  not  to  deprecate 
criticism,  which  is  always  a  vain  and  is  not  always  a  sincere 
attempt,  but  in  order  to  explain  that  such  censures  as  may  justly 
be  due  to  what  I  have  written,  have  not  been  provoked  by  any 
inordinate  solicitude  of  mine  to  appear  before  the  world  in  my 
own  person  as  the  writer  of  a  book,  nor  by  any  wish  to  assume  to 
myself  the  character  of  a  teacher  on  the  sacred  topics  to  which  so 
large  a  part  of  this  book  is  devoted. 

J.  S. 
Bicrhoitd-on-Thaioeb, 
May,  1849. 


PREFACE 

TO 

THE   SECOND   EDITION. 


Of  the  Tarious  critdcisms  on  the  original  edition  of  this  Book  which 
have  reached  me,  there  is  one  only  to  which,  on  republishing  it,  I 
think  it  necessary  to  refer.  This  is  the  commendation  which  has 
been  bestowed  on  me  of  having  exhibited  extensive  research  and 
learning  in  some  of  the  earlier  of  these  Essays.  It  is  a  praise 
which  I  am  bonnd  and  anxious  to  disclaim.  To  the  utmost  of  my 
leisure  and  opportunities  I  have,  indeed,  drawn  what  I  have 
written  from  the  original  authorities.  But  when  leisure  and 
opportimity  for  the  examination  of  them  failed  me,  I  was  con- 
tented to  employ  the  best  secondary  sources,  collated  as  carefully 
as  was  in  my  power.  For  I  wrote  these  papers  not  as  an  essayist 
bat  as  a  reviewer,  seeking  only  to  meet  an  ephemeral  demand  and 
to  gain  an  ephemeral  attention.  I  have  already  explained  how  it 
happened  that  this  original  design  gave  place  to  what  may  appear 
a  more  ambitious  project.  But  it  is  totally  foreign  to  that  ambition 
to  win  for  these  volumes  any  applause  to  which  they  are  not  justly 
entitled. 

J.S. 
Cambbidoi,  Oct.,  1S60. 
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Af  the  connection  of  the  author  of  these  Essays  witb  puliHc  a^airn 
tbongli  important  waa  not  conspicuous,  it  would  be  importineut  to  assume 
that  any  rletailcd  acconnt  of  him  would  be  iiit«r««tiDg  to  the  world  at 
large.  This  preface  baa  beeu  written  Bolely  from  an  apprehension  tbat 
in  the  absence  of  a  verj'  short  Btatement  of  tlio  princijtal  events  of  hia 
life,  the  readers  of  hta  works  might  form  a  false  estimate  of  them.  They 
cannot  be  criticiHcd  with  juatice  if  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  written  are  forgotten  or  uuknown. 

Sir  •lames  Stephen  was  the  third  son  of  the  late  James  Stephen,  Esq^ 
well  known  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  aa  one  of  the  moat 
prominent  oppoucnta  of  the  slave  trade  and  slaver}',  and  one  of  the 
tnoti  couspicuoiis  membera  of  the  well-known  society  dp8crit>fd  in  the 
Kway,  contaiuwl  iu  the  present  volutnc,  entitled  "  Tliu  EvaDgelical 
SucceBsion."  Ho  was  bora  at  Lambeth,  on  the  3rd  Januarj-,  1789,  and 
cofDpletwd  Ills  education  at  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  where  he  tool^  the 
degree  of  LL.B.,  in  the  year  1812.  Uaving  kept  his  terms  at  Liu- 
coln's  tnn  during  his  residence  at  C-amltridge,  ho  was  calleil  to  the  bar 
in  1S13.  and  was  shortly  allerwards  appointed  by  Lord  Hathurst  to  be 
legal  adviser  to  the  Colonial  Office.  This  was  the  origin  of  his  long 
connection  with  the  public  service. 

In  the  coarse  of  the  eleven  years  during  which  Sir  James  Stephen 
pursued  hia  profession,  he  obtained  a  considerable  share  of  btisinesB  at 
ibe  equity  bar.nnd  would  probably  have  risen  to  high  professional  dis- 
tinction if  his  health  and  his  inclination  hud  been  such  aslu  induce  him 
to  devote  himself  aiclusiveJy  to  that  object.  This,  however,  was  not 
llie  case,  Uia  taste  for  his  profoitsiun  whs  not  equal  to  his  success  in 
it,  and  he  was  greatly  impeded  in  panning  it  by  a  very  severe  illness, 
and  by  a  weakoeaa  of  eye-sight,  which  for  many  years  limited  his  eier- 
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tions.  For  theiw  reaoonR  he  retired  from  tlie  bar  in  the  yoar  1824, 
accepting  the  office  of  CuiiDHel  to  llie  Board  of  Trade,  wlijch  he  lield 
togotber  with  that  of  legal  advisor  to  the  Cohmial  Office  Tn  1834  he 
WM  appointed  Asaistsnt  Under-Secretary  to  the  Coloniul  Oflice,  and  in 
1836,  on  the  reeignation  of  Mr  Hay,  he  was  appiiinUnl  Utider-Sucrctary 
of  State.  He  filled  this  poHitioii  till  the  year  1847,  when  ho  was  furced 
by  illoftss  to  reaign  it.  In  tlie  snnimer  of  1849  lie  was  appaiuted  Pru- 
fussor  of  Madera  Iligtory  at  the  University  of  Cambridge,  and  lie  held 
this  office  till  his  death,  which  tuvk  place  at  Cnbtcntz,  on  tlie  l-ltli  Sep- 
tember, 1859.  He  was  also  Professor  of  Moilern  Uistoo*  and  Political 
Economy  at  Haileyhury  from  t}i<!  bi'giiinirig  of  1825  till  tUo  college  was 
finally  closed  ot  the  end  of  1857. 

The  Elssays  contained  in  this  volnnie  wer«  (with  the  exception  of  tlie 
coDcluding  one)  iiriginally  cootribnted  to  the  Eilinburgh  Review  ;  and 
all  the  rest,  except  the  acconot  of  thu  Uenedictinea,  wore  written  wbilat 
th«ir  author  wttK  Uiider-Secrutary  of  State.  CouHiderableadtlitiona  were 
made  to  them  when  they  were  Brst  published  in  a  collective  form  ia 
1649.  It  would  be  improper  to  critieiNe  them  here,  but  it  ahonld  be 
remembered  by  any  one  who  draws  inferences  from  them  as  to  the 
powers  of  their  author,  that  their  composition  was  his  occasional  amuse- 
ment and  relaxation  from  purauits  of  a  tuure  eugrussiug  and  laborious 
kind.  A  few  observations  on  the  nature  of  those  pursuits  will  sot  this 
in  a  clear  lights 

The  position  which  Sir  Jamea  Stephen  occupied  in  the  Colonial  Offico 
was  a  very  singular  one.  Tlie  Britifih  colonies  are  a  collection  of  many 
separate  states,  of  every  degree  of  importance,  from  natione  like  Canada 
and  New  South  Wales  down  to  the  rock  of  Hcligiitund,  inhnbitcd  by  u 
few  Qorrnans.  Tlie  authority  of  the  Crown  over  tliese  dependencies 
differs  in  its  origin,  its  extent,  and  its  limitations.  It  has  to  be  applied 
to  very  different  objects,  and  to  populations  ditfering  not  merely  in  race, 
in  religion,  in  law,  and  in  language  ;  but  in  all  the  otlicr  respects  by 
which  the  Cingalese,  the  Caffrea,  the  New  Zcalandcrt<,  and  the  Hotten- 
tots are  distingtii^hcd  from  the  English  settlers  of  Canada  and  Australia, 
the  Dutch  Boors  at  the  Cape,  the  French  of  the  Mauritius,  and  the  mon- 
grel populations  of  ?kUlta,  Gibraltar,  and  the  Ionian  Islands.  In  some 
of  these  communities  the  Crown  oxcrcisca,  through  the  Secretuiy  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  powers  of  the  most  extensive  kind  ;  others,  as 
Canada  and  New  Soatb  Wales,  are  independent  in  all  but  name  ;  and 
others  are,  or  during  Sir  James  Stephen's  tenure  of  office  were,  mere 
infant,  settlements,  dependent,  to  a  great  extent,  on  the  central  govern- 
mc-nt  for  the  very  simple^tt  elements  of  civil  society.  To  Itnow  exactly 
what  ^'cre  the  powers  and  what  the  rights  of  the  Kuglish  govcmnient 
10  respect  of  each  of  these  communities,  to  know  the  history  of  all  the 
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liotwMU  th(!  United  Kingdom  and  each  of  its  depoiidencien, 
able  to  give  bii  account  of  the  state  of  paxtiea  and  loenl  poli- 
tico in  cveiy  one  of  theni,  was  one  part  of  what  was  required  of  the 
Under-Secretory  of  State  for  the  Colonies.  There  was  banlly  any  kind 
of  political  (jocMioR  open  which  ho  wait  not  bound  to  bo  able  to  ailviae 
the  parliamentary  bead  of  the  department  when  the  occasion  aroM,  for 
the  iiDCf%8Hive  Secreluries  of  State  of  necessity  laboured  under  a  deA- 
cicncy  of  special  knon-Iedge  which  it  woa  his  duty  to  be  prepared  to 
aopply. 

It  was  nleo  Ilia  doty  to  prcpure  the  dratbi  of  almost  all  the  more  im- 
poruiit  diHputchcs,  and  of  the  Dnmerous  Acts  of  Parliament  which  were 
required  by  every  colony  in  turn.  Upon  aubject*  which  wore  but  liLtlo 
QnilLTstood  by  the  public  at  large,  and  which  excited  but  Uttle  general 
interest,  this  tatik  was  often  hardly  dJHtitigiiiehable  from  that  ofp^vom- 
Rieot  nnd  lF;;iKlalion,  and  il  would  perhaps  be  difficult  to  mention  any 
tnan  of  bis  geuerutiou  who  could  cloiin  the  tiUe  of  a  legislator  with  mora 
jnitice  thiiu  Sir  James  Stcpbeu. 

The  understaDdin^  upon  which  tlio  pennancnt  offices  in  the  civil 
pervice  uf  Uie  Crown  are  held  is,  that  those;  wh(»  accept  tbeni  nhat!  jfive 
op  oil  claim  tu  pereouul  reputatiuu  on  the  one  hand,  and  slmll  be  shielded 
&om  pcraoual  responaibility  on  the  other.  Though  Sir  James  Htepheu 
woa  at  one  time  the  object  of  the  most  bitter  personal  attacks  (ofteu  for 
BMuurea  to  which  he  had  opposed  all  the  resistance  in  his  power),  bo 
Bover  ooniptained  of  this  compact,  and  his  family  have  no  wish  to  ulaim 
&r  htm  a  reputation  which  he  never  had  a  tbouglit  of  clatiiiiu^^forhim- 
•elf.  It  niittlcrs  little  now  what  share  he  iudiviilually  took  in  tho  great 
qoMttons  which  dnring  his  tenure  of  offico  arose  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  colonies.  Praiae  or  blame  can  neither  affect  him  nor 
obaage  tlie  opinion  which  those  who  knew  him  beet  entertained  of  htm  ; 
but  without  uttt^uipting  to  Hfl  thfj  vt^il  with  which  otiicial  life  must  of 
o*ce««tly  cover  those  who  enter  npuo  it,  it  may  be  said  that  it  fell  to  his 
lot  to  oaaist  in  two  of  the  must  rciiiarkable  IrauMictiunK  even  of  this 
ccutury.  The  first  was  the  abolition  of  slavery,  the  second  was  the 
eitAtftiobment  of  rceponeible  governmont  in  Canada.  With  each  of 
ihen,  and  indeed  with  all  other  public  IransiictionH  with  which  he  woa 
eonoenied,  he  was  connocted  in  the  same  way.  He  prepareJ  [tie  mea- 
■nm  which  othcnt  advocated,  and  furnished  many  of  tlie  arguments  and 
mocii  of  the  information  which  they  employed.  He  had,  in  addition  to 
tloB,  tlie  wearisouio  and  laborious  task  of  suponnteuding  the  detailed 
Kpplicotion  of  the  principles  wliicb  the  legialatnre  had  establiuhotl. 
This  woi  generally  a  very  tedious  and  most  unpleasant  process.  The 
ooDtroveTBiea  which  arose  witli  tlie  provincial  IcgiKlaturciH  of  the  various 
W«Bt  ludiuu  Isianifa  ia  relation  to  the  arraugemonts  required  by  tti* 
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aholition  of  slavery  wnre  as  bitter  as  thoy  wcro  ohacnre  ;  and  llio  rela- 
tiouB  between  tbifi  country  and  Canada  wore  confused  ood  entangled  in 
every  poiisible  way  by  personal  and  party  qneatioua  at  bouia,  and  by  the 
vioIunldinHensionH  wtiicli  existet!  in  Canada  ibielf.  Tins  ilifTKruUy  of  the 
transaction  of  all  this  buHinctta  wus  uggravat«d  by  tlie  fact  tliot  thoug;b 
great  weight  wan  attached  to  Sir  .lames  Ktcpbon'ti  opinion  and  advice  by 
his  official  snpcriorB,  and  though  he  held  strong  opinions  of  his  own  npou 
the  subjects  which  came  before  him,  he  bad  no  real  antbority  whatever. 
The  priiicipleH  which  he  alwayn  advocated  ultimately  obtained  complete 
recognition  and  success,  but  he  was  constantly  obliged  to  take  part  in 
lueaaures  which  lio  regretted,  and  of  which  he  diftappnivcd. 

It  will  bo  readily  perceived  that  such  occupations  as  these  involved 
great  labour,  great  anxiety,  and  occasionally  severe  mortification.  A  single 
instance  of  the  exertions  which  he  was  occasionally  called  upon  l<^  make 
may  be  mentioned  here.  The  preparation  of  the  bill  fur  the  abolition 
of  ^avery  had,  from  various  causes,  been  deferred  till  the  last  moment. 
Sir  James  Stephen  receive!  notice  on  a  Saturday  morning  to  prepare 
the  draft  of  the  bill  in  time  to  enable  the  present  Lord  Derby  to  lay  it 
before  I'arliament  early  in  the  billowing  week.  He  immediately  went 
borne,  and  between  Saturday  afiemoon  and  the  midtile  of  the  day  on 
Monday  completed  the  task.  The  act  (3  &  4  Will.  IV.  c.  73)  cuutaina 
Bixty*flix  sections,  fills  twenty-six  pages  in  the  8vo  edition  of  the 
Statute  Book,  and  creates  a  whole  scheme  of  the  most  intricate  and 
elaborate  kind.  This  exertion  serionsly  affected  his  health  for  many 
months.  It  was  perhaps  thn  most  arduous  task  of  the  kind  that  he  ever 
had  to  discharge,  but  it  was  only  one  of  a  scries.* 

*  The  suthor  of  thi*  akcteti,  dii^t  raiting  hi*  own  rcctiUrctioQ  ofhi*  fathvr'f  account 
of  thiH,  anil  wixhin^  to  obtain  itido^ndent  eviilf^ncn  nn  1h«  aubjtict.  npplinl  tn  his 
father's  valued  friend,  Mr  Uotluwortli,  iho  pn-M-nt  Ubrariuii  of  llie  Culonial  Office, 
upoa  the  »ubji.-ct,  and  rcctirwl  from  liim  an  <u»«-cr  contaiuiiig  the  foUoM-ing  pam 
Kgti :— "  1  Km  >oiTT  tbtit  it  ii  not  in  tnj  power  to  atford  you  any  infornintion  touch- 
ing yoar  ffttbcr**  ^abourt  in  prepaiiD^  the  Slavery  Abolition  Hill.  The  Isto  Mr 
Jo»ph  waa  hii  »n)BDUon»in  at  that  time,  uid  it  wa«  urith  hi«  prn,  not  mine,  that 
the  Jrait  wd*  writtco.     I  han-  ((ftfii  hrard  Joseph  xpcnk  on  the  uiuttrr  uf  the  ori> 

S'nsl  draft  being  preparM]  in  the  short  ■puce  of  time  ytm  mi-ntjijii.  11d  used  to  tell 
e  norr  qdi  a»  no  eiampic  ef  joui  father*!  mcotal  IsWurs,  but  of  hit  own  physicsl 
fizcrtiani  u  hit  unanuennB. 

"  Id  m^  time  it  wm  no  unuMial  thine  fur  jour  father  to  dictate  bcfoTO  brvakbst 
at  mock  maltfr  u  would  till  tliirtv  *iiJi:-«  of  oflicc  folio  papor,  etjunl  to  ^loat  l«n 
psgcaof  the  Kdinburgh  Kevii<w.  ^Vjth  aiMbjtctthatpleawd  him  I  don't  think  he 
ever  knew  whut  it  wb»  to  ft'cl  tired.  The  words  csmc  fram  hia  lips  in  one  continuous 
■treuD.  chucked  only  by  tho  innbUity  of  the  writer  tomi-time*  to  keep  pac«  with 
him.  '^Vhatever  the  subject  mittht  be,  one  aoon  became  interested  in  it,  and  (speak* 
ing  for  mywlf )  I  cuu  nay  that  nt  the  loooeat  ntting  1  ncTer  diwurerrd  that  I  wiu 
WtaHod  until  I  anMe  from  mv  table,  aiKfthe  task  waa  ended." 

It  thould  ptrhapft  bv  added,  that  thb  was  tho  only  initaoce  in  whioh  Sir  Jamc-* 
Stephen  ever  tranaacted  ofKcial  bunaeta  on  a  Sunday,  except  once,  when  be  pasted 
the  aawv  dajr  uf  the  wt-ck  in  writiog  dsspalcbes  about  tho  Caffire  yVax. 
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The  compoBition  of  tLe  Eseaye  contained  in  tlie  present  Volame  was 
almost  tlie  only  r&laxatiou  wliich  tlieir  Author  enjo^'ed  fur  maay  yeture. 
H«  used  to  write  tlicm  early  in  the  morning' and  late  at  night,  or  during 
the  ocoasioDal  holidays  which  hia  official  occupations  afforded.  Theae 
holidays  were,  however,  -very  uncommon.  For  many  years  he  nerer 
leJl  London  for  a  month  together,  and  though  this  was  not  Uip  case 
daring  the  last  fivo  years  of  his  official  life,  ho  transacted  bnsincfis 
daring  the  summer  in  the  country  with  exactly  the  same  regularity  as 
io  London.  It  may,  therefore,  be  fairly  aaid  tiiat  the  Essaya  niutrt,  not 
h«  suppttsed  to  give  the  full  ineastire  of  the  powers  of  tlieir  Author. 
Tliey  merely  show  the  amount  of  literary  exertion  of  which  he  was 
capable,  whilst  the  powers  of  bis  mind  were  principally  directed  to 
other  pursuits. 

A  similar  observation  may  be  made  on  the  Lectures  on  the  Ilistory 
of  France,  which  were  delivered  at  Canibridge  in  the  summer  nf  1850 
and  il85l.  They  were  written  under  the  greatest  disadvantages.  Sir 
Jamea  Stephen  was  appointed  Professor  of  Modem  History  in  tlio  aum- 
sner  of  1849.  He  was  prevented  by  bad  health  from  beginning  his 
Lectures  till  the  aatunin.  Most  of  the  Lectures  which  form  the  first  of 
the  two  volumes  were  written  between  September,  1849,  and  April, 
1850,  and  they  were  delivered  during  the  muntlis  of  April  and  May. 
In  tlie  summer  of  1850  Sir  James  £?teplien  had  a  mout  severe  and  dan- 
gerous illncw),  which  ihrentcncd  at  one  time  to  asfjiiine  tlie  form  of  a 
brain  fever.  His  physician  ordered  him  to  pass  the  winter  in  travelling 
abroad,  and,  shove  all  thinf^,  to  abstain  from  mental  labour.  He 
accordingly  left  England  with  the  intention  of  visiting  Italy,  but  find- 
ing himself  iitrongcr  than  he  expected  on  his  arrival  at  Paris,  be  passed 
the  rert  of  ihe  winter  there,  and  during  his  etay  completed  the  greater 
part  of  the  second  volume  of  tbe  Lectures,  and  delivered  them  at  Cam- 
Imdgo  in  the  following  summer.  The  first  edition  of  tbera  was  pub- 
lished in  ]R62. 

These  facts  have  been  mentioned  in  order  to  enable  those  who  take 
an  interest  in  tlie  matter  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  evidence  which  Sir 
Jamea  Stephen's  works  sopply  as  to  bis  general  capacity.  Their  object 
voald  be  entirely  mistaken  if  they  were  supposed  to  put  for^^ard  any 
claim  for  posthumous  fume  on  the  part  of  a  man  whoso  puntuits  with- 
drew him  from  the  public  eye,  and  who  wished  for  nothing  more  ardently 
tbaa  for  the  privacy  he  enjoyed.    There  are  men  who  do  not  nnderstand 

'  MeccM  in  life  to  include  of  neceK~>=ity  any  very  brilliant  or  general 
reputation  either  amongst  (iteir  contemporaries  or  their  successors.  To 
such  ptTsons  the  opportunity  of  ex<:rting  their  powers  vigorously,  and 
in  a  worthy  direction,  is  its  own  reward,  and  the  opinion  wliich  may  be 

^fbimed  by  others  of  the  reeult  of  their  exertions  is  only  Taloable  in  «o 
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far  aa  it  proceeds  npon  adequate  informatioa  as  to  their  character  and 
extent  Judged  by  this,  which  in  hia  case  was  the  true  standard.  Sir 
James  Stephen  was  a  happy  and  successful  man.  His  life  was  passed 
in  pursuits  which  taxed  his  powera  to  the  utmost,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  discharged  the  duties  assigned  to  him  obtained  the  approbation, 
and  in  many  instances  the  warm  and  generous  recognition,  of  those  who 
were  best  entitled  to  have  an  opinion  on  the  subject  On  his  retirement 
from  office  he  had  the  honour  of  being  mad^  without  any  solicitation 
on  his  own  part,  a  member  of  the  Privy  Conncil  and  a  Knight  of  the 
Bath,  whilst  both  Lord  John  Russell  and  the  late  Sir  Bobert  Peel  bore 
the  strongest  testimony  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  importance  of 
his  public  services.  Such  evidence  proves  that  he  did  his  duty  to  the 
public  fully  and  faithfully,  and  this  is  the  only  fact  respecting  him  of 
which  his  family  wish  to  publish  the  proof.  It  was  not  the  least  of  the 
many  instances  of  his  prosperity  that  tiie  retirement  in  which  the  busiest 
part  of  his  life  was  passed  to  a  great  extent  protected  him,  and  will  no 
doubt  effectually  protecthis  memory, against  unjust  censure  and  ignorant 
praise. 

Of  Sir  James  Stephen's  private  life  and  personal  character  nothing  is 
said  here,  as  these  are  matters  with  which  the  public  has  no  concern, 
and  on  which  the  evidence  of  bis  son  would  not  be  impartiaL 
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6,  Fig-Tr«e  Court,  Temple, 
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He  had  'been  a  shrewd,  if  not  a  very  reverent,  observer  of  human 
life,  who  bowed  to  the  fallen  statue  of  Jupiter,  by  way  of  bespeak- 
ing the  favour  of  the  god  in  the  event  of  his  being  again  lifted  on 
his  pedestal  Hildebrand,  the  very  impersonation  of  Papal  arro- 
gance and_  of  Spiritual  Despotism  (such  had  long  been  his  histor- 
ical character),  is  once  more  raised  up  for  the  homage  of  the  faith- 
ful, Dr  Arnold  vindicates  his  memory.  II.  Guizot  hails  him  as 
the  Czar  Peter  of  the  Church.  Mr  Voight,  a  professor  at  Halle, 
celebrates  him  as  the  foremost  and  the  most  faultless  of  heroes. 
Jlr  Bowden,  an  Oxford  Catholic,  reproduces  the  substance  of  Mr 
Voight's  eulogy,  though  without  the  fire  which  warms,  or  the  light 
whicli  irradiates,  the  pages  of  his  guide.  M.  Delecluze,  and  the 
Bibliotheque  Universelle  de  Geneve^  are  elevated  by  the  theme  into 
the  region  where  rhetoric  and  poetry  are  conterminous ;  wliile  M. 
I'Abbe  Jager  absolutely  shouts  with  exultation  to  witness  the  sub- 
sidence, at  the  voice  of  Protestants,  of  those  mists  which  had  so 
long  obscured  the  glory  of  him  by  whom  the  pontifical  tiara  was 
exalted  far  above  tibe  crowns  of  every  earthly  potentate.  "Wholly 
inadequate  as  are  onr  necessary  limits  to  the  completion  of  such  an 
enquiry,  we  would  fain  explore  the  grounds  of  this  revived  worship, 
and  judge  how  far  it  may  be  reasonable  to  join  in  offering  incense 
at  the  shrine  of  this  reinstated  Jupiter  ecdesiasticm. 

Except  in  the  annals  of  Eastern  despotisms,  no  parallel  can  be 
found  for  the  disasters  of  the  Papacy  during  the  century  and  a 
half  which  followed  the  extinction  of  the  Carlovingian  dynasty. 
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Of  the  twonty-four  popes  who,  during  tliat  period,  ascemh^d  the 
Bposlolic  llimiic,  two  were  iminUTt'd,  five  wuru  drivvii  into  exile, 
four  were  deposed,  and  three  rt'SJKiiod  their  hazardous  dignity, 
ijoiue  of  theso  Vicars  of  Christ  wert»  raised  to  that  awful  prc-cmin- 
eiiee  hy  aruia,  aud,  suuie  by  money.  Two  rewived  it  I'rttm  the 
Imnds  of  priuft'ly  eourteeaus.  One  was  self-apjioiiited.  A  woU- 
lilled  piirw  pim-hsit^ed  oiio  papal  abtiit-ation ;  tlie  promise  of  a 
fair  bri(]e  unoiiier.  One  of  Ihost*  holy  fiiihora  pillayt-d  ihe  trciisury. 
fled  with  the  spoil,  returned  to  Koiup,  ejectt^  his  substitute,  and 
mutilated  him  in  &  manner  t<K)  revolting  for  description.  In  cno 
page  of  this  dismal  history,  we  rpad  of  the  difliutencd  p-orpsw  of  a 
former  Pope  brought  before  his  successor  to  receive  a  rotroepective 
Kutence  of  deposition ;  and  in  the  next  ve  find  the  judge  himself 
tmdergoing  the  same  postliumous  e^»udemnntion,  though  without 
the  same  filthy  ci^'nionial.  Of  these  heirs  of  St  Fet^iT,  onii 
eutcretl  on  liis  infalhbility  in  his  eij^htienth  year,  and  one  betbre  he 
had  seen  his  twelfth  siunmer.  Cue,  apaiu,  took  to  himself  a  coad- 
jntor,  that  he  might  command  in  pei-snn  such  legions  as  Jtome  then 
sent  into  thb  liuld.  Another,  Judas-like,  agreed  for  certaiu  piecea 
of  silviT  ti>  recogiitfte  the  Patriimh  of  Constantinople  as  universal 
bishop.  All  fcttere<]  things  had  Wcmie  venal.  Crime,  and  de- 
hauf-hery  held  revel  in  the  Vatiran ;  while  the  afflicted  Churoh, 
wedded  at  onco  to  three  husbanda  (aucb  was  Iho  language  of  tlio 
times),  witnessed  the  coleliralion  of  as  many  rival  masses  in  the 
jnetrojioba  of  Christendom.  It  would  be  heretical  to  Ray  that  tho 
gat4?8  of  hell  had  prevailed  against  the  seat  and  centre  of  Catholi- 
cism ;  but  Caroniua  himself  might  be  cited  t*  prove  Uiat  they  had 
rolled  back  on  their  infernal  hinges,  to  send  forth  mahgnant  spirita 
conunisaioncd  to  empty  on  her  devoted  head  the  vials  of  bittenieea 
and  wrath. 

How,  from  this  hotbed  of  corruption,  the  seeds  of  a  new  and 
prolific  life  derived  tJieir  vegetative  p<;twer,  and  how,  in  an  age  in 
which  the  Papacy  was  s^irrenderwl  to  the  scorn  and  hatred  of  man- 
kind, the  independence  of  the  Holy  See  on  the  Imperial  Crown 
became  first  a  pmetical  truth,  and  then  a  hallowe<l  theory,  aio 
pr<.'bleinfi  over  which  wo  may  not  now  linger.  Sutliee  it  to  eay,  that 
in  the  midiUe  of  the  eleventh  century,  Eurttpe  once  more  looked 
to  llorae  as  the  pillar  and  the  ground  of  the  troth  ;  while  Konie 
herself  looked  forth  on  a  long  chain  of  stately  monasteries,  rising 
like  distant  bulwarks  of  her  power  in  every  land  which  owned  her 
spiritual  rule. 

Of  these,  Clngni  was  the  foremost  in  numbers,  wealth,  and  piety, 
and  at  Clngni,  tuwarda   the   end  of  tlie  year   1048,  linino,  the 
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hop  of  Tom,  arrayed  in  nil  tho  e])leiKloTip,  anA  att^ndpd  ty  tlio 
PBtinuo,  of  a  I'ontill*  elocl,  tlenmiiduj,  at  once  thu  huapitality  and 
lhe>  homage  of  the  monks.  At  the  noiimiation  of  the  Kmp^ror 
Hejiry  thy  Tlurd,  and  in  a  Gtrman  synod,  he  had  recently  heea 
el«twl  u>  Ihfi  vftcant  Papacy,  and  waa  now  on  his  way  to  Koiiio,  U> 
takt*  possoAsion  of  the  Chair  of  IM^r.  Hild^^brand,  tho  Prior  of 
Clugni^  Wii*  distinguished  ahovr*  all  Lis  brulhren  hy  tho  holinnsa  of 
Ms  Ufe^  tho  sovcrity  of  his  seli'tii^iplino,  and  hy  that  ordcut  zeal 
tu  ohey  wliieh  indicates  the  dusiro  and  the  ahility  to  cuiuiuaud. 
He  was  then  in  the  prime  of  manhoofl,  and  his  countenance  (if  hia 
exUnt  portraits  taaj  be  trusted)  announced  him  as  ono  of  those 
irbo  ore  bctru  to  dirpct  and  subjugate  the  wilU  of  oniinnrj*  men. 
Such  u  con'iuost  he  aohie\'ed  over  Iiim  on  whtise  hrows  thu  triple 
crou'n  vnis  then  impending.  An  election  made  Ijeyond  the  precincts 
of  the  Holy  City,  and  at  the  bidding  of  a  serular  power,  was  re- 
gaidt^l  l»y  Hildc-hmnil  as  a  ]>n>fane  title  to  the  peat  once  occupied 
by  Uie  Prince  of  the  Apostles.  At  his  inslanre,  liruno  laid  a.side 
the  vcstin'uts,  the  in:j)p:iiia,  and  the  titles  of  the  pontificate ;  and 
puisning  his  way  in  the  humble  garb  of  a  pilgrim  to  the  tomb  of 
Peter,  tnlervd  Kome  with  bare  feet,  and  a  lowly  asi>ect,  and  wi\h. 
no  atU'ii'laiit  (or  none  disceniible  by  liuman  itpnee}  except  the 
adritier  uf  this  politic  self-nbasfcement  To  Bmno  himself  indeed 
inu  rvTi-alotl  the  presence  of  an  angelic  choir,  who  chanted  in 
ccleslial  harmonies  the  return  of  peace  to  the  long-affiicted  pooplo 
of  Chriat  Acclam^tiona  less  seraphic,  but  of  less  doubtful  reality, 
from  the  RfiHtan  clergy  and  populace,  rewarded  this  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  elo'^toml  priNilegcs,  and  confi-rrod  on  1v(hj  the  Ninth 
(as  he  was  thi-m'eforth  di^igualed)  a  new.  and,  as  lie  judg<>d,  alietter 
titlf  to  the  nupivme  government  of  the  Church. 

The  rewai-d  of  the  Ber\-ife  tlms  renderwl  by  Hildebrand  was 
pnmipt  and  ninuilicent.  He  was  raised  to  tlie  rank  of  a  Cardinal, 
sud  n.v«'iv.'d  the  oHic*^«  of  suh-ile*ron  of  Rome,  aud  BujKjrmleiident 
of  the  cliinrh  and  Cunvent  nf  .St  PauL 

TIte  pMpe  and  iho  C'-ardinal  wore  not  less  assiduous  to  soothe, 
than  they  had  been  daring  to  provoke,  the  resentment  of  the 
£uiperor.  Uruno  liecame  once  more  a.  courtier  anrl  a  pilgrim, 
wliih-  Kild'^bniniL  remained  in  Rome  to  govern  the  city  and  the 
church.  Tliy  Pontitf  thriro  visited  the  German  court,  bringing 
with  him  papal  liencdicrions  to  Henry,  and  papal  censures  on 
Henry's  robidliuus  vossala.  So  grateful  anrl  so  eH'ectivc  was  the  aid 
Hats  renderwl  to  tho  monarch,  that  on  his  last  return  to  Italy,  Leo 
»a5  permitlwl  t^:)  conduct  thither  a  body  of  Imperial  troops,  to  expel 
the  Noruiaii  invaders  of  tlie  papal  territory.     At  Uivitella,  however, 
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the  axes  of  Humphrey  and  Robert,  brotlu-rs  of  "WTlliam  of  the  Iron- 
liond.  prevailed  over  the  Bword  and  the  anathemas  of  IVter, 
"Whether  llilJebraiid  bore  a  lance  in  that  bloody  iield,  ia  debated  by 
hid  hioj^Taphera.  But  no  one  disputes  that  ht  mot«  than  divided 
the  fruila  of  it  with  the  e^mptemi-s.  To  them  wero  conceded  the 
tlire^  great  fiefs  of  Calabria,  Apalia,  and  Sicily.  To  the  Holy  See 
■was  ftftsigncd  the  Buzoraint^  over  them.  Humiliated  and  bn)kpn- 
heartod  hy  his  defeat,  Jlmno  pined  away  and  lUed.  J:>trong  in  this 
new  feu'  liil  dominion,  and  in  the  allegiance  of  these  warlikw  vassals, 
Hildobrand  direr.ted  his  pnwcieiit  gaze  to  thp  distant  cnnttiets  anil  the 
coming  glories  in  which  lht«e  Jfnnnan  liegeiucii  were  to  minister  to 
his  vast  designs.  The  auspicious  hour  was  not  yet  come  Hia  self- 
commaud  tranquilly  abided  the  approach  of  iu 

GobharJ,  Bislmp  of  Eichstadt,  enjoyed  tbo  \mboxmded  confideni^ 
and  affection  of  Henry.  Ua  had  ever  lent  tho  weight  of  his  personal 
aih'io^^  and  the  sanction  of  hi.s  episco]ial  authority,  to  sni^tiin  hia 
friend  and  master  in  his  opposition  to  papal  encroachments.  Yet 
Gebhanl  was  selected  by  Ike  discerning  Caplinal,  as  of  all  men  the 
be«l  qualified  to  succeed  to  the  vacjint  Papacy.  Ilildcbrand  repre- 
aenteil  to  the  tiup<'ror  that  the  choice  bad  l»eeu  made  from  an  anxious 
respect  for  his  feelings,  and  with  a  loyal  desire  to  pmmot«  his  interest 
and  hia  honour.  The  thoughtful  German  petccived  the  net  spread 
for  him  by  the  wily  Italinru  Ho  struggled  to  avoid  it,  but  in  vain. 
Ho  suggested  many  other  candidates  ;  but  Hildebrand  had  some  con- 
clusive objection  to  each  of  thonu  He  uiged  that  Gebhardhad  been 
raised,  by  the  favour  of  Henrj*  himself^  to  an  eminence  unasaatkible 
by  reproach,  and  beyond  tho  reach  of  sxispicion,  and  that  no  otht?r 
man  could  boast  an  equal  or  a  similar  advantage.  Importimud  and 
flattered,  his  affections  moved  but  his  understanding  unconvinced, 
tho  cmjieror  at  length  yielded.  If  om'  own  second  Henry  had  studied 
this  passage  of  history',  Ike  darkest  pag»  of  hia  own  had  perhaps 
never  been  written. 

Oebltard  became  Pope,  assumevl  the  title  of  Victor  the  ^cond, 
adupled,  even  to  exi^gcration,  the  anti-imperial  principles  of  Hilde- 
brand, and  rewarded  his  Ber\uccs  by  a  commission  to  act  as  hia 
Legato  a  latere  in  the  kingdom  of  France.  Uy  Victor,  this  high 
emplo\-ment  was  probably  dfsigued  as  an  honourable  exile  for  a 
patron  to  whom  he  had  contract^id  so  oppressive  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude, lint  the  new  I>egaic  was  not  a  man  on  whom  any  dignity 
could  fall  as  a  mere  unfruitful  embellifllmient.  He  cited  before 
him  the  bishops  and  ecclesiastical  dignitaries  subjected  to  hia 
legantino  power,  and  preferred  against  the  whole  body  one  eom- 
prohcnsire  charge  of  simony.     Of  the  accused,  one  alone  stoutly 
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maintained  his  innocence.  *  Belicvest  thou,'  exclaimed  the  judge, 
'  tliat  there  are  three  persona  of  one  substance  V  *  I  do.'  *  Then 
repeat  the  doxology.*  The  task  was  successfully  accomplished,  until 
the  prelate  reached  the  name  of  Him  whose  gift  Simon  JTagus  had 
desired  to  purchase.  That  name  he  could  not  utter.  Tlie  culprit 
cast  himself  at  the  Legate's  feet,  confessed  his  guilt,  and  was  deposed. 
More  than  eighty  of  his  brethren  immediately  made  the  same  ac- 
knowledgment The  rumour  spread  on  every  side,  that  the  papal 
emissary  was  gifled  with  a  preternatural  skill  to  discern  the  presence 
in  the  human  heart  of  any  thoughts  of  Satanic  origin.  Popular  ap- 
plause followed  the  steps  of  the  stem  disciplinarian  ;  and  the  wonder 
of  the  ignorant  was  soon  rivalled  by  the  admiration  of  the  learned 
and  the  great.  Such  was  the  fame  of  his  iiTsdom,  that  the  claim  of 
Ferdinand  of  Castile  to  bear  the  title  of  Emperor  of  Spain,  was  re- 
ferred to  his  abitraraent  by  the  Spanish  and  the  German  sovereigns. 
lEe  decided  that  the  imperial  name  and  dignity  belonged  to  Henry 
and  to  his  heirs,  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  Potentate.  Ill  had 
Henry  divined  the  future  !  Kashly  had  he  consented  to  hold  the 
honoiuB  of  his  cro^vn  by  the  judicial  sentence  of  a  man,  who,  within 
twenty  years,  was  to  pluck  tiiat  crown,  ^vith  every  mark  of  infamy, 
from  tlie  brows  of  his  only  son  and  successor.! 

"When  that  son  ascended  the  throne  of  his  progenitors,  and  as- 
sumed the  kingly  title  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  he  was  yet  a  chlkL 
Agnes,  his  widowed  mother,  became  the  regent  of  his  dominions, 
and  Victor  the  guardian  of  his  person.  But  the  Pope  soon  followed 
the  deceased  Emperor  to  the  grave,  and  another  election  placed  the 
vacant  tiara  on  the  head  of  Frederick  of  Lorraine. 

Frederick  was  the  brother  of  Godfrey,  who,  in  right  of  his  wife 
Beatrice,  and  during  the  minority  of  her  daughter  Matilda,  exer- 
cised the  authority  and  enjoyed  the  title  of  Duke  of  Tuscany.  His 
promotion  to  the  Papacy  cemented  the  alliance  between  the  Holy 
See  and  the  most  powerful  of  tfiose  Italian  states  by  wliicli  the 
northern  frontier  of  the  papal  territories  might  be  either  defended 
or  assailed.  The  choice  was,  in  appearance,  the  unpremcditatetl 
result  of  a  popular  tumult.  Frederick  seemed  to  be  borne  to  tlie 
apostolic  throne  by  the  acclamations  of  a  Eoraau  mob,  and  to  !« 
seated  there  in  a  half-reluctant  acquiescence  in  their  good  pleasure. 
Some  excuse  was  necessary  for  so  flagrant  a  disregard  of  the  rights 
of  the  infant  Emperor,  and  the  turbulent  cnthusuiRm  of  the  people 
was  at  least  a  specious  apology.  IJut  by  what  iutorming  spirit  the 
nide  mass  had  been  agitated  was  sufficiently  disclosed  by  tlie  first 
act  of  the  new  Pontiff.  He  had  scarcely  assumed  the  title  of 
Stephen  the  !Xinth  before  he  conferred  on  Hildebrand  t\ie  ^gmXiifta 
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of  Cardinal-ATchdeacon  of  Rome,  and  of  Legate  at  the  Imperial 
Court. 

Altt'r  a  rttign  of  eiglit  months,  Stephen,  conscious  of  tbe  ap|troac]i 
of  df;atl),  left  to  the  Homans  \iia  last  ii^iinetiou  to  postponu  the 
choice  of  hia  aucceasor  until  thu  return  from  GtTniniiy  of  tliis  ptiat 
diapfnstr  of  ecclesiastical  promotiona.  The  command  was  obeyed. 
Tlie  Cardinal-Archdoacon  reappeared,  bringing  with  liiin  theeonscnt 
of  the  Empreaa-Kcgent  ic  ti»o  choice  of  GeranL  Bishop  of  FIo- 
lence,  anotlier  aiUit-ruut  of  the  duciU  house  of  Ttiscany.  Gerard 
acton liii  1^1  V  iwrendcil  the  chair  of  St  l*et<T.  Like  euch  of  liis  tbri-o 
ijumeiliute  predecessors,  he  eat  then;  at  the  nomination  of  Ilildelininii, 
and,  like  cjch  of  them,  he  called  or  penaitted  his  patron  to  becomo 
the  one  great  mlaitfter  of  bis  reign  and  director  of  his  measurea. 
At  the  instiince  of  Hildebraud,  Kieholas  the  Sceond  (so  was  he  now 
called)  summoned  a  amncil  iit  wliich  wus  iirvt  effected,  in  the  year 
1059,  a  revolution,  the  principle  of  which,  a(  tlie  distance  of  eight 
centuries,  still  ilouriahcs  in  unimjiaircd  Wtality.  It,  for  the  first 
time,  coulL-rted  ou  the  CoUo^l'  of  Cardinals  the  excluaive  rifiht  of 
voting  at  pajial  elections.  It  set  uside  not  only  tbe  acIiDowleiiged 
rights  of  the  KinpiMur  to  conlirtn,  but  the  still  more  uncient  priviUge 
of  tbo  Riinwn  clerg.v  and  people  to  mmiinitU'.  their  bishop.  For 
Hildcbmnd  was  nnw  stpmg  enough  in  his  Xomian  alliance  to  defy 
that  pc'pular  powi-r  before  which  sn  many  churchmen  had  trembled. 
At  his  flumiuons  Kolwrii  Gniscard  broke  down  t!»e  fortn>ss*t8  of  tha 
[  Homan  counts  and  barons,  who,  with  their  retainers,  hod  been  ac- 
custonieil,  in  the  comitia  of  jKipal  Konie,  to  rival  the  exploits  of 
Clodius  and  his  gladiiitors.  Thrir  authority  was  subverted  for 
ever,  and  from  that  perio^l  their  name  ceases  to  ajipear  in  tho 
history  of  pontil'ioal  elections.  Tho  title  of  Duke,  and  a  recogni- 
tion of  his  sovLireignty  over  all  iho  conquests  which  he  liail  maile, 
or  should  uvor  make*,  rewarded  the  obedience  of  the  Jforman  free- 
booltT. 

After  rendering  this  service  to  the  cause  of  aacerdotal  independ- 
ence, Nicholas  tUwL  It  was  a  cau.<»e  which,  however  much  «d- 
Tanced  by  tin*  pnif-^und  sagtieily  and  prcmptiludo  of  Ilildidmind, 
Could  nevur  finally  triumph  over  its  powerful  antagonists  by  any 
meuns  less  hazardous,  or  less  costly,  than  that  of  open  and  pro- 
trueled  war.  l>uring  the  minority  of  Henry  Kuch  a  euiilhct  could 
hardly  be  commenced,  still  less  brought  to  a  dwisive  issue.  Tho 
rights  of  tlie  r<_»ynl  child  derivi-il  from  his  very  w<-akness  u  sanctity 
in  tbe  hearts,  and  a  sofeguanl  in  the  anus,  of  hia  loyal  Genuari 
Rtihjectfi.  The  tiuio  of  mortal  struggle  was  not  yet  oome.  'J'he 
aspiring  Cardinal  judged  that  by  ugtuu  reaigniiig  to  another  the 


HILDEBRAKD, 


nominal  conduct,  ho  could  best  secure  to  liimself  the  leal  guidance, 
of  that  impcadii^  controverey. 

To  ubUun  fn<ia  the  Kinpreas-Begeut  an  a£seut  to  the  ohsorronoo 
by  the  Sucred  CoUege  of  the  new  eloctoral  law,  was  tlie  first  ob- 
ject of  the  conclavd  wbicli  us.st'inMeil  ai'lcr  tbo  cIcAtii  of  Kicliolas, 
Bt  tlie  command  of  Hildebmnd.  At  hia  inshmce  an  envoy  waa 
desiwti'ho'l  to  the  Imperial  IJourt,  with  the  offer  that  the  choice 
~  hould  fall  on  any  eccleaiautic;  whom  Agnea  might  nominate,  il"  she 
iruuld  consuut  that  the  Cardtuul^  alone  should  appear  and  vote  at  ilie 
Cerwmouial.  Tlio  coinproniiric  wns  indignantly  ri'jectfid.  A  8yno*l 
of  iinp'-rialist  prclatea  waa  convened  at  Busil^  and  by  them  Cado- 
loua,  Bishop  of  Parma  (the  titular  Honorius  the  Second),  waa 
olevat^^d  to  the  vacant  l^apacy.  To  this  detianc<e  Ilildebrand  and 
his  brother  Cardinals  answered  by  the  choice  of  Anselm,  Bishop  of 
Lucea^  oAurwaids  known  in  history  as  Alexander,  the  second  of 
that  name.  Aft«r  a  brief  but  sanguinary  conflict  in  the  open 
fieUU  each  of  the  rival  Popes,  at  the  mediation  of  Godircy,  re- 
tired from  Rome  to  his  diocese,  there  to  await  the  juilgmcnt  of  a 
i\iturtj  ctiuui'il  on  their  pretcuBious.  But  jUexiaidcT  did  not  quit 
the  oity  until  he  had  acknowledj^od  and  rowardcd  t}ie  servicty  of 
the  hL-ad  and  ieadvr  of  lua  tautie.  Hildeljnmd  now  received  the 
office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Ibjly  St-e,  the  best  and  the  highest  re- 
eouipenue  which  ho  could  earn  by  raising  others  to  supreme  eccle- 
eiastical  dominion.  Two  Burcesuive  councils  confirmed  the  elttction 
of  AI'?xaniler,  who  continued,  during  twelve  years,  to  rule  the 
Church  with  dignity,  if  not  in  peacf. 

The  time  had  at  length  arrived  when  Hildebrand  wns  to  receive 
the  high  and  hazardous  reward  which  IlLj  luifaUenng  hopes  had  bo 
long  con tt-m plated,  and  hia  self-controlling  policy  so  often  declined. 
Lpo,  Viutor,  Stephen,  NicholaSj  and  Alexander,  btul  eacli  been  in- 
debted lo  hia  authority  for  the  pontificate,  and  to  his  counaeltj  for 
t'l-  jrollcy  with  which  it  had  Ix-en  admiuistercd.  Successively 
1  •  Lii;iUDeacon,  Archdeacon,  Legate,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Apo- 
sWlic  tK-e,  one  height  alone  was  yet  to  be  scaled.  In  the  great 
church  of  the  Lat'^ran  the  corpse  of  Alexander  was  extended  on 
the  bitr.  A  solt^run  re<iuiem  comniendHd  to  Iho  Suprvme  Judge  the 
soul  uf  the  departetJ,  when  the  plointivo  strain  waa  brokyu  by  a 
fihouu  which,  rising,  as  it  swnif  iI,  spontaneously  ami  without  con- 
cert from  ever)*  part  r.f  the  eiowrlfd  cditicc,  proclaiuurd  that,  by 
the  will  of  the  Holy  Peter  liiniself,  the  Cardinal-Chancellor  was 
Pup«.  From  the  funeral  procfeeiun  Ilildebrand  flew  to  the  pulpit 
^'iih  inipjM^ionefl  gestures,  and  in  a  voice  inaudible  amidst  the 
apnxir,  ho  seemed  to  be  imploring  silence ;  but  the  temyest  'ViA 
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tlio  axes  of  Iluniphrey  and  Robert,  brotliers  of  Willinm  of  the  Ir< 
liiini],  prcvaiiwl  over  tlio  swdnl  and  Uil'  anuthtma«  of  Peter. 
WliytliiT  HiMt^Iiroiul  bore  a  lam-e  jq  tluit  blooiiy  ticld,  is  debated  by 
liis  bi"gm|.ih<-rs.  But  no  one  ilU{tuted  tbjit  be  more  thiiu  divided 
th«  fniita  ul'  it  with  Die  i-iju([Ui.Ti>r*i.  To  tlioin  wrro  concpdcd  the 
thrco  givat  tit'I's  of  Calabria,  Apulia,  and  Sicily.  To  Ibe  Huly  S<'0 
was  assigned  the  EU7xraintii  over  tlicin.  Huniiiiattd  and  broken- 
brartcd  liy  hia  deft'at>  Unino  pined  away  and  dii-d.  tritntng  in  this 
new  feudal  dominion,  and  iu  the  allegiance  of  tht-ae  warlike  viusgals, 
Hildcbrand  direct<'d  bw  j>re*cicut  guz*^  to  tho  ilialant  contlirta  and  the 
coining  glories  in  wbicli  Uicse  Nonnnn  liegemen  were  to  minister  to 
bia  TBst  designa.  The  auspicious  bour  was  not  yet  come.  His  self- 
oommaml  trauquiUy  abided  the  approach  of  it. 

Gabbard,  Biabop  of  Eiebstadl,  cnjoytil  the  unbounded  confideoce 
and  atte)?tina  of  Ilenij.  Ih^  had  ftver  lent  the  wf^ight  ot"  liia  personal 
advice,  and  the  sanction  of  Ids  episcfjjMil  autliority,  to  suf*tain  his 
friend  and  ma-stcr  in  hia  opposition  to  j>apAl  eneroiUTlinient*.  Yet 
Gebhard  was  selectt-d  by  the  discerning  Cardinal,  a,->  of  all  men  the 
best  qualified  to  succeed  to  the  vacant  I*apacy.  llildebmnd  repre- 
Beut«d  to  the  Emperor  that  the  choice  had  been  made  from  an  anxious 
peappet  for  bin  feelings,  and  with  aloyal  desire  to  promote  bis  interest 
and  his  honour.  The  thougbtf\d  German  perceived  the  net  eprcad 
for  him  by  Iba  wiJy  Italian.  He  struggled  to  avoid  it,  but  in  vain. 
He  suggested  many  other  candidates ;  but  Hildebrand  bad  some  con- 
clusive objection  to  each  of  them.  Ue  urged  that  Gebhard  had  been 
Taiaed,  by  the  favour  of  Henry  himself,  to  an  eminence  unassailable 
by  reproach,  and  beyond  the  reaeh  of  suspicion,  and  that  no  other 
man  coidd  boast  an  c«)ual  or  a  similar  advantage.  Importuned  and 
flattorwl,  bis  siflWTtidna  movt-d  but  bis  understanding  unconvinced, 
the  emperor  at  length  yielded.  If  our  own  seeond  Henry  had  studied 
this  pas.<wige  of  history,  the  darkest  page  of  his  own  had  perhaps 
never  In-en  written. 

Gelihard  bticanic  Pope,  assumed  the  title  of  Victor  the  Second, 
adopted,  even  Uy  exaggeration,  tixe  anti-imperial  principles  of  Hilde- 
brand, and  Tfiwanlpd  his  8er\"ioe«  by  a  comniissioji  to  aet  as  hU 
Legate  a  latere  in  the  Icincdom  of  France.  By  Victor,  thia  high 
employment  wa.**  probably  designed  as  an  honourable  exile  for  a 
patron  to  whom  he  bad  eoniraoted  so  oppressive  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude. But  the  new  Legate  was  not  a  man  on  whom  any  dignity 
oonld  fall  as  a  mere  unfruitful  embellisliment.  He  cit^  before 
bini  the  bisliops  and  ectde^iastical  dignitarit's  subjected  to  bis 
legantine  power,  and  preferred  against  the  whole  body  one  com- 
prehensive charge  of  aimony.     Of  the  accused,  one  alone  stoutly 


irmintniTied  his  innownttf,  *  Bolinvrat  tiion,'  cxdaimrd  tlio  jn*lgp, 
*  that  there  are  three  pei-sons  of  odc  fiubstance  1 '  'I  <lo.'  ' Then 
rcpCAt  the  doxology.'  The  task  waa  sureessfully  accompli slied,  until 
the  iiruliilo  rwwJied  the  uiime  ol'  Him  whnso  gilt  Simon  Jlagua  hml 
dBsire*!  to  purchase..  That  name  lie  could  not  iitter.  Tho  culprit 
cast  hini«:ll"ut  tlie  r>i?gide'.s  IVct,  I'ourosacd  his  guilt,  and  was  (h-i>i)BiHL 
Morn  thin  eijihty  of  his  brt-tlirfn  immediately  made  the  sarin;  ac- 
knowlcdfrment.  The  nimour  spread  on  every  side,  that  the  pApoL 
emissary  vaa  giit^jd  witli  a  prctyi-natural  akill  to  discern  the  presence 
in  the  hinuan  heart  of  any  thoughts  of  .Satanic  origin.  Popular  ap- 
pliutiie  fwUowwl  thesti-jwuf  t.}if*flt4?rii  disjcipiiiiarian  ;  and  the  wttmh^r 
of  the  ignorant  was  soon  rivttlliMl  by  tho  ndniimtiun  of  the  learned 
and  the  great  .Sueh  vma  the  fame  of  his  wisdom,  that  thn  claim  of 
Ferdinand  of  Castile  to  henr  the  title  of  Emperor  of  Spain,  was  re- 
ferred to  his  abitrament  by  tho  Spamsh  and  the  German  eovereigna 
Ho  decided  that  the  im|H*rtid  name  and  dignity  belonged  U>  Henry 
and  to  bis  helra,  to  the  exclusion  of  es'cry  other  P(>tentat43.  IJi  hotl 
Henry  divined  the  future !  iia-shly  had  he  conwntwl  to  hold  Uio 
honours  of  his  crown  hy  thi'  judicial  sentence  of  a  man,  who,  Trithin 
twenty  years,  was  to  pluck  that  cro^ni,  with  every  mark  of  infamy, 
from  the  hr<iW8  of  his  only  eon  and  sucroawir.! 

AVTifn  tliat  son  ascended  ihe  tlirone  of  his  progenitors,  and  as- 
sumed the  kingly  title  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  he  wua  yet  a  ehlUt 
Agnes,  his  •widowed  mother,  became  Uie  regent  of  hia  douiiniuns, 
and  VicUjr  the  guanlian  uf  his  j)eniun.  Ihiltlio  Pop**  soon  followed 
tliu  de<N'asLHl  ilinperor  lo  tin-  gmve,  and  another  election  pluwd  Uie 
vacant  tiara  on  the  ImmuI  of  FivrWick  of  Lomiino. 

Froderiek  was  tlie  hrother  of  Oodfrey,  who,  in  right  of  his  wife 
Beatriue,  and  during  tho  minority  of  her  iLLiigb1<T  ^Inlilda,  exer^ 
ci«d  the  authority  and  enjoyed  the  title  of  Puke  of  Tuseany.  His 
promotion  to  the  Papacy  cemented  the  alliance  between  the  Holy 
y<.'o  and  the  most  jiowerful  of  tGose  Italian  states  by  whieh  the 
nortliern  frtmtier  of  tho  jiapal  territories  might  be  either  defended 
or  a^wtiled  The  choice  was,  in  apjw^aranix',  the  imjiremoditat**! 
Ti^uU  ol'  n  popular  tumult.  Fri^leriek  seemed  bo  be  bonie  to  the 
apostolic  throne  hy  the  accliimatious  of  a  Ruriian  luoh,  and  to  Iw 
seated  there  in  a  lialf-reluctant  acquiescence  in  tlieir  good  plcasnrp, 
$«ome  pxciih.?  was  neecMarj'  for  so  daqrant  n  difl^«'ga^i  of  the  rights 
of  tlir'  iitfint  Kmperor,  and  the  turbulent  enthusiaRUi  of  tho  petjjdo 
T\  I  a  ppetMous  aj>olog\'.     lint  by  what  intonning  spirit  tbo 

rii'i  !,.td  be<m  ajritatcd  was  authciently  disclosed  by  the  Gret 

art  of  xhn  now  Ponlill'.  He  had  scarcely  iiasuiuetl  the  title  of 
StQpbcn  the  ^'inth  before  he  conferred  on  If  ildehrttnd  the  dignitios 
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not  to  be  allaywl  until  one  of  the  Cardinals  aiinonnced,  in  the  nnme 
of  ibe  Sacitnl  Collp|C;e,  their  iiiiimiuioiis  elciution  of  him  whom  the 
Apoatlo  and  the  multitmlo  had  tlius*  Biimiitoneoualy  cLoseu.  Crowned 
TAith  thfl  tiara,  and  arrayed  in  the  gorgpoue  robes  of  a  Poptvolect, 
Gregory  tlie  Seveuth  was  then,  presnntnil  to  the  penpb.  Their  joy- 
ous (ixultatiou  and  the  pomp  of  tlio  inaugural  ccR-rnonios  bh-iulcd 
and  contra^U'd  stmngcly  with  tht;  studiud  gloom  and  tiic  melimcUoly 
dirgo  of  the  fuuenil  rites. 

That  this  rlontoral  dranm  waa  a  mere  iniprorisation,  may  he  cre- 
dited hy  thoao  "before  whose  faith  all  Ihe  inotintains  of  improbability 
give  way.  liut  thus  to  irach  the  summit  of  siu-t'Tilotal  iloniiiii'in  as 
if  by  conatraiiil ;  and  thus,  without  forfeiting  the  pmisc  of  oovere 
eanotity,  to  obtain  the  higliest  of  this  world's  dignities  ;  and  thus  to 
anticipate"  atid  di-ft-at  tlie  too  prvbable  resistance  of  the  Imperial 
Court ;  and  thus  to  afford  tlie  Cunlinala  the  opportunity  an;l  the 
excuse  for  tho  prompt  exercise  of  their  yet  precarious  ekctoml  pri- 
Tilege — WHS  a  coinbijiation  and  a  coincidence  of  felicities  such  as  for- 
tune, unaided  by  policy,  seldom,  if  ever,  bestows  even  on  her  choicest 
&vouTites.  Ho  who  had  miminaled  iivo  Pope's,  was,  assuredly, 
nopassiva  instrument  in  his  own  nomination,  ilis  letters,  written 
on  Hie  owriwion,  would  alone  be  sufficient  t^n  pi-ovo,  if  proof  were 
Tranting,  that  a  career  thus  far  guided  by  the  most  profound  saga- 
city, was  not  abandoned  at  its  crisis  to  the  caprice  of  a  dissolute 
multitude.  To  several  of  his  correspondents  he  a<idre88od  pathetic 
di'scriptions  of  his  idarm  and  sorrow,  tut  with  such,  a  remarkable 
uniiV'rmity  of  tenns  as  to  force  on  the  reader  of  them  the  belief  that 
the  ele^'iae  strain  was  rc]>eatcd  as  often  as  necessary  by  his  secret- 
aries, with  such  variations  as  their  taato  suggested.  To  the  Ijnperor 
he  breathed  nothing  but  submission  and  humility,  llio  most  un- 
impeachable docorum  pn-sidwl  over  tlie  whole  of  the  cejemonial  that 
foUowed.  Jinvoys  passed  and  repassed.  Men  of  grave  asjx'tt  in- 
stituted tedious  enquiries.  Solemn  notaries  attested  prolix  reports  ; 
and  in  due  time  the  world  was  informed  that,  of  his  grar«  and  clft- 
mency.  Hcnr>',  King  of  Gcnnany  and  Italy,  calling  him&elf  Emperor, 
had  ratified  the  election  of  his  dearly  br-loved  father,  Gn-gory  tlio 
Seventh— 'the  world,  meanwhile,  woll  knowing  that,  despite  the 
Emperor's  hostility,  the  Pope  was  able  and  resolved  to  maintain  his 
own  ;  and  th:it  the  Eujpfmr  wonhl,  if  iKissible,  havedriven  tlin  Pope 
fjfom  Rome,  as  the  most  dangerous  of  rebels  and  the  most  subtle  of 
usur}xrs. 

But  Henry  was  ill  prepared  for  such  an  effort  During  the  first 
six  years  of  his  reign  the  atiiiira  of  las  vast  hereditary  empire  had 
been  conducted  by  bis  widowed  mother.     She  was  formed  to  lovOt 
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to  revL>renc«,  and  to  obey.  In  an  age  le*s  niJe,  or  in  a  station  less 
exalted,  her  much  lon};-mitft^ring,  hor  acLf-«imtatnin^  dignity,  and  tlie 
tendome.s3  of  her  gentlo  spirit,  mi^'ht  have  enablt-d  her  to  mn  tlio 
obwliynce  of  the  heart.  But  lier  mind  was  ductile,  hor  consoienco 
enf<.'».'blod  by  a  morbid  sensibility,  and  hor  clianicl*r  furmo«i  by 
niitiiru  and  by  habit  for  siibsen'ience  to  any  form  of  superbtiliuus 
l<Tn->r.  ylie  was  siin-oundGd  by  rapacicua  nobks  whom  no  Bamlices 
couM  conciliate,  and  by  hirdl}'  churchnion,  who  at  on«?  exacted  and 
ln'traycd  hor  conlidenco.  niotifjli  siivfindy  virtuiius,  she  wa,s  assailwi 
"by  ahiimc'loas  calnuinies.  llur  fyniale  rule  was  resented  by  llip  i>rido 
of  IV'Ulonic  chi'i'alry  ;  and  fraud  and  violence  combined  to  inllict  th« 
dei^{)^8t  wound  on  her  rights  as  a  sovereign  and  hor  feelings  as  a 
mother. 

At  Kaisrrworth,  on  the  Rhine,  Agnra  and  her  son,  then  in  his 
tiiirteouth  year,  i^ere  reposinj,'  from  the  fatigues  of  an  imj^erial  pro- 
gress. A  galley,  impelled  by  long  lines  of  oars,  and  embellished 
with  every  oniamenl  which  art  and  luxury  rwnld  command,  ap- 
pe&nyl  on  the  broad  stream  before  them.  Attended  by  a  train  of 
JokU  and  wnitorft,  Anno,  Iho  Archbishop  of  Colorrne,  descended 
ftom  tlio  f^llant  barRe,  and  pressed  the  royal  youtli  to  inspect  so 
snperb  a  Bpecimen  of  minatic  architticturo  and  episcopal  raaffnili- 
ceute.  Ui-'ury  gladly  com]iUod.  and,  im  the  rowera  bent  lu  their 
oars,  he  enjoyed  with  l>oyish  dc'li),dit  the  mpidity  with  which  one 
objfct  after  another  rea-detl  fmui  bis  view,  till  turning  to  the  com- 
panions of  what  ha"!  hitherto  seemed  a  me-ro  holiday  voyage,  he  re-ni! 
in  the  anxioup  countenances  of  the  conmianders,  and  the  vehement 
effoTta  of  the  boatmen,  that  he  was  a  prisoner,  and  more  than  ever 
an  orplian.  With  characteristic  decision,  he  at  onr^e  plunged  into 
the  water,  and  endeavoured  to  swim  to  shore ;  hut  tlio  teila  wore 
upon  hun.  A  confederacy,  formed  by  the  Arelibi8boi)e  nf  Cologne 
and  Mentz,  and  supported  by  the  Dukes  of  Bavuria  and  Tuscany, 
consigned  their  young  sovereign  to  a  captivity  at  once  sumptuous 
and  (Jebilitating.  They  usurped  the  powers,  and  plundered  tlie 
ln=nsures,  of  the  crown.  They  bestowed  on  themselves  ond  their 
adhenmts  forest^  manors,  abbeys,  and  lordsliips.  But  to  tlie  future 
niler  nf  80  many  nations  they  dwiiwl  the  discipline  belittiiig  bis  age, 
auii  the  inaiructiun  duo  to  Iiis  high  ])rospeetf.  Tliey  cncmimged 
him,  and  with  fatal  soocesa,  to  enerMite  by  eciisele.«s  amusement,  and 
to  debase  by  precocious  debauchery,  a  mind  naturally  bmve  and 
genorous.  ^Vnno  has  lieen  canonised  by  tlie  See  of  iCnme.  lly  the 
■uno  ghostly  tribunal,  the  monarch  whom  be  kirlnapi)e<l,  bptra\f.Hl, 
and  cjirruptwl,  was  exclmled  fr^im  the  coniinunion  uf  tlie  Clmreh 
vhen  living,  and  from  hoi  cousectated  soil  when  dead.     Impartial 
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liistonr  will  reverse  cither  sentence,  and  will  pronounce  her  ana- 
thi-niaa  mllier  on  St  Anna,  by  vlmm  tlif  priiiL-ely  boy  waa  ejtpOHt'd  to 
the  i'umiice  of  tenipUtion.  than  on  him  in  whoso  young  mind  the 
5eeda  of  vice,  so  tmspumigly  aown»  sijrung  up  with  such  deadly 
luxunancft. 

'ITje  lu^art  of  youth  vraa  never  won  by  habitual  indulgence.  As 
lirnry  arlviuifiod  t-ownnls  lunnhood,  the  Archbishops  of  ('oiogue  and 
Mi-ntz  disijovured  that  Iht/y  were  thv  obitcta  of  his  settled  antipathy, 
and  that  they  hail  to  dread  tlie  fidl  weight  of  a  H-'seutmunt  at  oiiuo 
jueii,  viniHctive,aJid  unsMTujiuIous.  To  avi-rt.  tliat  ilangcr  they  tnuiB- 
fi-mnl  the  cliargrt  of  the  royal  youth  to  Adallvcrt,  iVrchbisbop  of 
lJn?inen,  ri<;htly  jiidf;^g  tliat  his  skill  in  courtly  arts  {for  he  had 
lived  on  atrectioiiiiU'  terms  with  the  deceased  emperor)  might  enable 
hbn  (o  win  liis  pupil's  re^ud,  hut  en^oiieoiiBly  believing  tliat  his 
ectdesiastieal  zeal  (fur  it  seemed  tho  master  passion  of  his  soul) 
wouM  iniuce  him  to  employ  that  advantage  in  the  defence  and 
service  of  the  hierarehy. 

AtLilbert,  whase  life  ia  written  in  the  Church  History  of  Adam 
of  Ba-meu,  was  a  man  whose  character  was  bo  Btnmgoly  composite, 
and  whow  puri)oses  were  so  inimuiably  single,  that  he  might  have 
BUggested  portrait*  to  ticott,  epigrams  to  yoniig,  antithest*  to  Pope, 
on  analysis  to  Dryden,  or  to  Shukspeare  himself  some  riuh  and  all- 
reeonriliug  harmony.  According  t<>  the  aspect  in  which  he  was 
viewed,  he  might  with  eqmil  justice  be  reganled  as  a  saint  or  a  man 
of  pleasure,  as  a  scholar  or  a  courtier,  aa  a  politician  or  a  wit,  Kow 
waahiii.n  the  feet  of  beggars,  Ldoqueutly  expounding  CUiristian  truth, 
or  indignantly  d<'nouncing  the  sins  of  the  rich  and  tho  great,  the 
shii"ling  ficvna  tOkbibiUnl  him  amidst  a  throng  of  actors,  jugglers, 
ami  Imlfonns,  or  m  the  soul  and  centre  of  a  society  where  lords  and 
ainbaasiidors,  prelate*  and  priests  of  low  dcgn'o,  met  to  enjoy  his 
gfMxl  cheer,  to  partake  of  his  merriment,  and  to  endiire  liia  relent- 
less siiri-'asms.  At  the  very  moment  when,  with  irresistible  address, 
he  was  insinuating  himself  into  the  favour  of  some  potent  count  or 
bishop,  the  approorh  of  anollier  dignitaiy  wouhl  rouse  him  to  bitlrr 
and  unm'-asured  invective.  From  the  laughing  pkjicUow  of  his 
comjianions  he  would  pass  at  once  into  their  fierce  osaaUaat,  and 
then  alone  for  the  extmv.ignuce  of  liis  {wssion  by  a  bounty  not  h>88 
extravagant  IJut  whether  he  preached  or  gave  alms,  whether 
philMgttpby,  or  fun,  or  satire,  was  Ids  passing  wliira,  he  still  enjoyed 
one  luxury  wliich  habit  bad  rendeif*!  indispensable.  Parasilta 
were  ever  at  hand  to  confirm  hia  own  conviction,  that  Adalbert  of 
lireuien  was  an  universal  gvnius,  and  that,  under  hia  fosteiiiig  care. 
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the  aw.  of  Bremen  was  destined  to  become  the  nortliem  capiUil  uf 
the  imivvisol  Church. 

Nor  waa  it  strange  that  lie  believed  them.  Of  the  ronnttess 
victitua  of  njlf-tdulatry,  few  have  had  ko  iruuiy  sc4lnotiriim  to  tliat  lu- 
toxiciittDg  worship.  A  uulitjuy  as  well  as  an  ecclesiastical  prince, 
be  witnessed  the  extenaion  of  his  archiepiscopal  dominion  lUr  ulon^ 
the  shores  of  the  Elbe  and  the  ISaltic.  Kings  solii^iUid  his  pt-rsonal 
friendship.  Sweilon  and  the  Knipire  accepted  hini  as  the  mediator 
of  pt'act;.  Envoys  from  every  state  in  Europe,  not  exceptiup  Con- 
etintinoplo,  throni?.id  his  palace.  He  was  at  once  the  confidential 
ad\-i^r  of  tho  Popo  and  the  uliit-f  minieter  of  the  Emperor,  and 
even  boasted  (with  wlmlever  truth)  that  he  h:iJ  declined  the  I'apacy 
itMlf.  But  this  ejirlier  WoUfty,  like  his  jp-eat  antitype,  longed 
foe  some  iHiiHcri-ihahle  monumoat  of  his  glory.  liremeu  was  the 
Ipswich  of  Adalbert ;  the  site  Relocted,  hat  in  vain,  for  p»^rpetiiatiiig 
to  the  remotest  a^a  tlie  memory  of  an  ambition  less  ennobled  hy 
tlie  f^reatncas  of  its  aims,  than  debased  by  an  insatiable  vanity.  To 
aggrandi^i  his  flioepse  hi^  buildwi  and  fortitifd,  negotiated  and  in- 
Iripii  J ;  became  by  turns  a  eiiitor  and  an  oppn-ssop ;  coneib'ated 
atlarhraenU  and  braved  enniitiea  ;  and  lived  and  died  the  inmgimiry 
patriarch  of  the  imaginary  patriarchate  of  the  German  and  Scandi- 
navian nations. 

Brightly  dawned  on  the  young  Henry  the  day  which  transferred 
the  cliar^'  of  his  peison  and  of  his  education  from  the  austero 
Anno  to  the  prinrxtly  Aijalbert.  Tho  Archbishop  of  Cologne  had 
w-huked  tho  rices  he  indidged.  The  stouter  conscience  of  Ihe 
Archbishop  of  Uremen  stood  in  need  of  no  such  srlf-soothinp  coui- 
prmnise.  He  fairly  threw  the  reius  on  the  neck  of  his  n)yal  charge, 
who  uivokod  the  aid  of  yonnj?  and  piolligale  companions  in  the  uso 
or  the  abuse  of  this  welcome  indulgence.  His  tutors  hml  sown  the 
irind  ;  hia  people  were  now  to  reap  ibe  wlurhviml.  Of  the  domestic 
life  of  the  young  Emperor,  the  dark  tale  recorded  by  the  chroniclers 
of  his  age  would  not  bo  enduitd  by  the  delicacy  of  our  own.  Ilia 
public  acts  might  seem  to  have  been  pmniptod  by  tlie  determination 
to  exaspemto  to  miulness  tlie  national  pride,  tho  moral  sense,  and 
tiie  rtriigious  feelings  of  his  subjects.  Yet  even  when  they  were 
tfaas  provoked,  their  resentment  slumbered.  A  popular  address^  a 
noble  prewnce,  and  the  indulgence  so  libendly  yielded  to  tlio 
Bxcessps  of  the  great,  the  prosperous,  and  the  young,  gavi'  scope  for 
the  full  exp.insion  of  Ins  crinji'R  and  follies.  At  the  Lateron,  the 
initoe-nce  of  his  personal  qualitit^s  was  unfelt  R<:>nsfd  to  a  just 
indignation  by  the  frequent  intclligcDcc  of  a  life  so  dubauched  and 
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of  a  reiga  bo  impicras,  Alpxatidcr  cited  the  Emperor  to  oppf  ar  at 
Kome,  there  to  answer  in  person  to  the  apostolic  throne  I'ur  iho 
fiiniouy  and  the  otliL-r  oltViicP*  imputed  to  him.  The  voice  was 
Alexander's  voice,  but  tliP  hand  waa  thu  hand  of  Gregory. 

Belwwn  thu  day  on  which  Kildehrand  had  conductotl  Leo  the 
Ninth  into  Jiome  as  a  eimple  pilgrim,  to  the  time  of  hia  own 
luinidtiiaiT  ek'ftion,  the  (juart^^r  of  a  century  had  intar\'pned. 
iJuring  the  ivliole  of  that  p^riwl  he  liiid  been  the  conlidenlial 
Koini^r  and  {^lido  of  the  Papacy.  In  each  of  the  five  poiitifif--«t«s 
"which  lit!  nominally  served,  and  really  governed,  the  Holy  8cl'  liad 
pursued  tlio  sumo  aggressive  policy,  with  a  stfadfastness  indicating 
the  guidance  of  one  far-seeing  nund,  gifted  with  patience  to  await^ 
"with  promptitudo  to  digfem,  and  witli  coxira^  to  sei/^.  the  mouienle 
of  successful  a<ivanee.  AV^hen,  therefore,  the  citJition  of  Henry  was 
iasnwl  in  the  nunie  of  the  dying  Popft,  nono  doubted  that  tin's 
audacious  act,  then  without  a  parallel  in  liititor^',  had  been  dictated 
by  the  same  stem  and  unrelenting  councillor.  '\i\'hen  tidings 
rpftched  the  Imperial  Court  that  the  voire  of  the  p*>npls  and  the 
Totea  of  the  eanlinals  had  placed  in  Gregory's  hands  tlio  myaterious 
keys  and  the  sharp  aword  of  Peter,  none  doubted  the  near  appiuacli 
of  the  conflict  wkioli  was  to  assign  the  supremo  dominion  over  the 
Cliristian  world  either  to  the  German  sceptre  or  to  the  lioman 
crosier.  That,  after  ages  of  war  and  contioversy,  they  sliould 
peacefully  exercise  a  concurrent  yet  divided  rule,  would  have 
seemed  an  idle  dream  to  a  generation,  whose  feudal  theory  of 
government  had  for  its  basis  the  principle  of  various  gradations  of 
dependency  on  some  one  common  head,  or  suzerain. 

With  a  life  stained  by  no  stmsual  or  luulignanl  crime  (a  praise 
fcOf  which  his  contempoTarj'  and  mntiorous  biographer,  Cardinal 
Uenno,  \»  the  reluctant  and  unconscious  witness),  and  degnulcd  by 
the  pursuit  of  no  ends  exclusively  seliish  (for,  cxceitt  as  the  chami)ion 
of  the  Church,  he  neitlier  obtained  nor  sought  any  personal  aggran- 
disement), Pope  Hildebrand  yielded  himself  freely  to  the  cnrrent 
of  thfjse  awfiU  thought*  which  have  peopled  tlie  brain  of  each  in 
turn  of  tlie  eucceesors  of  Peter,  the  basest  and  the  most  im[)ure  of 
them  ficarcely  excepted,  A  myster>'  to  hinis<'lf,  he  had  become  the 
impremc  vicar  of  Christ  on  earth ;  the  predestined  heir  of  a  throne 
muoug  those  saints  who  should  one  day  ju«lge  the  world ;  the  mortal 
head  of  an  immortal  dynasty  ;  the  depositajy  of  a  power  delegated 
yel  divine  ;  Uie  viceroy  to  whom  had  been  enlnisted  by  God  himself 
the  oaw-  of  iuti*n-8tfl,  and  the  diapensaiion  of  blessings  and  of  cur!*i's. 
which,  by  comfmri-ion.  redured  to  inapjireciable  vanities  all  the  good 
,and  evil  of  this  trantiitoo'  world,     liesolute  as  he  was,  he  appears 


to  hnve  tTPmMed  nt  llip  contrast  butwi-ioii  tho  weakness  of  his  human 
antun.^  ami  tin'  wni^'lit  ul'  thrs*.-  maje^itic  n;spoii8ibilitii:*3.  AVilli  tho 
Abbots  of  Clngni  anJ  of  !Montn  Carwino  h^-  nmintainfid  a  relation 
fts  much  rcscialiling  friciulship  as  was  comj)ati'blo  with  the  auaterity 
of  his  nature  and  of  hia  habits ;  and  tfl  thera  he  dcpictiod  tho  «i3cret 
huDults  of  his  mind,  in  t«rius  of  which  it  wouM  be  imposdible  to 
deny  eitbor  the  sincerity  or  the  eloquence. 

liefore  liis  prophetic  eye  arose  a  vast  theocratic  gtate  in  which 
fwlitical  and  reli)^oas  society  were  to  ha  harmoaised,  or  rather  were 
to  be  absorbed  into  each  other.  At  the  head  of  this  all-cm  bracing 
polity,  the  Bishop  of  Home  was  to  assert  hia  legitimate  authority 
over  all  tho  kings  and  rulers  of  the  earth.  In  imiiifdiale  dependence 
on  liim  was  to  be  ranged  the  circle  of  liia  liege  spiritual  lortis — some 
teghling  at  the  seat  of  empire  as  elcctorSj  councillors,  and  ministeia 
to  the  *iupr«me  potentate  ;  others  presiding  over  the  fraternities,  tho 
province*,  and  the  seca  of  which  his  empire  was  to  bo  composed, 
Al  iho  capital  of  this  hierarcUal  state  were  to  be  exereised  the 
Tarious  powers  of  govermueut  —  legislative,  administrative,  ami 
judicial  There  also  wure  tv  be  held  the  wcasitmal  meetings  of  tho 
extraordinary  or  ecumenical  It^gislature.  To  liie  infallible  sovereign 
of  this  new  Jerusalem  were  to  be  assigned  prerogatives  limited  only 
by  hia  own  conscience,  and  restrained  by  no  powej  but  that  of  God 
himself.  To  the  Kmperor,  the  Kinga,  the  Dukes,  and  Cuuut-&  bis 
feudatories,  was  to  ho  entrusted  a  ministry  altogether  subordinate 
ted  auxiliary  to  bis.  They  were  to  maintain  onler,  to  command 
uiuies,  to  collect  revenues,  to  dispense  justice.  But  tliey  were  to 
hold  their  cro^vns  or  coronets  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Autocrat,  to 
jttBtify  to  him  the  use  of  their  inferior  authority,  and  lo  employ  it 
in  support  of  his  powur,  which,  as  it  was  derived  fj-om  heaven  itself, 
coidd  nckiiowletlge  no  superior,  ei^ual,  nr  competitor  on  earth.  Hut 
WW — suoli  woo  as  vengfonecT  almighty  and  unrelenting,  could 
inlliet — tm  hlni  who,  wielding  the  pontifical  sceptre  in  the  sacred 
name  of  Christ,  should  impiously  use  it  in  any  spirit,  or  for  any 
ends,  not  in  accordance  witii  these  awful  purposes  wliich  once  made 
Christ  himself  a  sojourner  among  men  !  Heathen  Kome  had  been 
EUM.'d  up  to  conquer  and  to  civilise.  To  Christian  Rome  was 
appointed  a  far  loftier  destiny.  It  was  hers  to  nietliato  between 
hostile  nations — to  roronnile  sorereigns  and  their  people— to  super- 
iiit-  [I'l  the  policy,  restnun  tho  ambition,  rudrcss  the  injustice,  and 
punish  thn  erimes  of  prinees — and  to  render  the  Apostolic  l"hrone 
Uic  source  and  centre  of  an  holy  iniluence,  which,  diifuBcd  through 
•very  member  of  the  social  body,  should  inform,  and  uninmte,  and 
•audgunate  the  whole,  and  realise  the  inspired,  delineation  of  that 
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yot  tmbom  age,  when  the  lion  and  the  Umb  should  lie  doTm 
kigptber,  viUi  a  little  child  their  leader. 

(Sublime  as  were  the  visions  which  thus  throngftl  on  the  soul  of 
Gregory  Ihe  Seventh,  and  which  still  shed  a  Kl^^win;^  li^iht  over  hia 
three  hundred  and  tifty  extant  leltt'ra,  lifo  was  never,  Jbr  a  single 
day,  a  state  of  mere  visionary  exist<?nce  to  him.  Bdore  him  lay 
the  approaching  straggle  with  Henry,  wiih  Ilonorius,  with  the 
et'ck'siuslics  of  Lomhajxly,  with  the  German  pooi>le,  wIkisq  Uiyalty 
liad.  80  long  sun'ived  the  soreat  prorocatiun,  and  even  with  nmny  of 
the  German  prelates,  who  ascrihwl  to  the  successor  of  Charlenjagne 
and  of  Otho  the  same  rights  which  these  groat  raonarcha  had  exer- 
cised over  the  Ponuirs  of  an  earlier  generation.  Ivor  was  he  tmcon- 
Bcious  that  tlie  way  far  his  tlieooracy  must  be  paved  by  reforms  80 
painl'ul,  aa  to  convert  into  inexorublo  antagonist*  a  largo  number  of 
tliose  on  whose  attaehmeut  to  his  persuu  and.  his  laws  ho  might 
otherwiso  have  most  implicitly  relieil. 

Yet  it  was  with  no  doubtful  prospects  of  Bacccss  that  ho  girded 
himself  for  the  Imttle,  His  Norman  feudatories  to  the  soutli,  and. 
Ilia  Tuscan  alliance  to  the  north,  promised  seeurity  to  the  papal  city. 
I^iaatTect  ion  was  widely  spread  among  the  L-ommonality  of  the  Em- 
pire. The  Saxons  were  on  the  verge  of  revolt.  Tlie  Dukes  of 
Swahia,  (.'arinthia,  and  Bavaria  were  hi-ooding  over  insufl'erahle 
TTTongs.  From  the  young  and  dohnnched  Emperor,  it  seemed  idle 
to  dread  any  resolved  or  formidable  hostility.  Prom  the  other 
powers  of  Europe  Henry  could  expect  no  succour.  From  every 
region  of  Christcndojn,  the  Church,  in  a  voice  wliich,  though  in- 
orticuliite,  was  audible  to  the  Supreme  PontiH",  invoked  a  remedy 
for  the  traffic  in  holy  things,  and  for  the  fearful  pollutions  beneath 
which  she  was  groaning ;  and  that  heavenly  Bride  assured  him  Uiat 
when  he  should  have  strangled  the  monsters  of  iniquity  by  whom 
6he  was  oppressed,  he  should  be  recompensed  by  evciy  houour  which. 
man  could  confer,  and  by  every  benediction  which  God  bestows  on 
his  most  favoured  8er\'ants.     He  heant,  and  he  obeytxl. 

From  the  most  n>mcte  Clinstian  antiipnty,  the  marriage  of 
clerg^nuen  hud  be<en  regaixicd  with  the  dislike,  and  their  cchbacy 
rewarded  by  the  commendation,  of  the  people.  Among  the  ecclesi- 
astit^l  heroes  of  the  first  four  centuries,  it  is  scarvely  possible  to 
point  Ui  one  who  wae  not,  in  tliis  respect,  an  imitator  of  Paul  rather 
than  of  Peter.  Among  the  occle«iastical  writers  of  those  times,  it 
is  scarcely  possible  to  refer  to  one  by  whom  the  superior  sanctity 
of  the  unmarried  to  the  conjugal  state  is  not  either  directly  incul- 
cated or  tacitly  assumed.  This  prevailing  sentiment  had  ri^vened 
into  a  customary  law,  and  the  obsen'auce  of  Uuit  custom  had  U^en 
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■raPsreofl  by  erJiets  and  meunf-e?,  l>y  rewarvls  and  pennltit's.  But 
caturt'  hud  trinnijihcd  over  tiaditioii,  and  had  jiwved  too  eUoiig  lor 
CoujicUe  and  t'<r  Poiwe, 

■\V>ii?n  nilclol>ra]id  osccndc-d  the  chair  first  occnpied  by  a  inarripd 
AftTistlo,  his  sfijrit  buniod  within  him  to  sc*e  that  morriago  held  in 
htr  imimrv  and  unhallowt'd  Loads  a  large  proportion  of  those  who 
niinistvred  iit  th»i  oltar,  and  who  handled  there  tlie  ver^*  Bulistante  of 
the  ioL^arDatti  Deity.  It  was  a  protiuuilion  well  adaiitwi  to  aroiiao 
the  joaloiiay,  not  less  than  to  wound  tho  consciiince,  of  the  T*ontifl'. 
KeculaT  cares  snitod  ill  with  the  stem  duties  of  a  theocratic  ministry. 
iVjmeetit:  affections  would  choke  or  enen*ate  that  corporate  paaaioa 
which  might  otherwise  Iw  dirwted  with  nnniitij^ated  iinlour  towards 
their  chief  and  centre.  CleriL-ul  cclilim-y,  on  the  other  liand,  would 
exhibit  to  those  who  trod  tJie  outer  courts  of  the  preat  Cliristian 
temple,  tlio  imprcssi\'e  imngi*  of  a  transccn dental  perfection,  too  pure 
not  only  for  the  coat^'r  delights  of  eense,  hut  even  for  the  alloy  of 
L'onjugiil  or  parental  love.  It  would  liU.  ttio  world  with  aiiherenta  of 
Koioe,  ill  whom  every  f(*litig  would  he  quenched  which  coiiltl  lival 
that  aacrt'd  allffriftnoe.  From  every  rotniaster)"  nu"ghl  Iw  suninmiied 
a  phalanx  of  allies  tfl  overpower  tlie  more  numerous,  hut  dispersed 
fend  fwble,  antngoniMa  of  such  an  innovation.  In  every  mitred 
chnrchmnn  it  would  find  an  active  partisan.  The  people,  ever  rigid 
in  exacting  eminent  virtue  from  their  t<?achers,  would  be  nide  bnt 
effective  zealots  of  a  ghostly  discipline  from  which  they  were  them- 
•elri>8  to  l»e  exempt 

With  such  anticipations,  Oregory,  within  a  few  weeks  from  liia 
■eceasion,  convened  a  coimcil  at  the  lj»tfir.in,  and  proposed  a  law, 
not>  a«  fonucrly,  forbitlding  the  marriage  of  priests,  but  cominnnding 
OToiy  priest  to  put  away  hia  wife,  an<l  requiiingali  laymen  to  absent 
tb<*meelve8  fn->m  any  swn-d  otlice  which  any  wedded  priest  might 
"ne  to  celebrate.  Never  was  legislative  foresight  so  veritied  by 
.  .-tnlL  What  the  great  Council  of  Mioa-ahad  attempteii  in  vain, 
the  liiiihops  assembled  in  the  jiresifnce  of  Hildebraiide  arcomplishiHl, 
at  bis  instance,  at  once,  efft*<-tual!y,  and  for  ever.  Lamenluble  in- 
deed were  the  complaint;*,  and  bitter  the  reproaches,  of  the  sufferers. 
*  Were  the  most  sacred  ties  thus  to  bo  torn  asunder  at  the  mtldess 
bidding  of  an  Italian  priest  t  Were  men  to  become  angcle;,  or  were 
ang-^lfl  to  I)e  bmught  down  from  heaven  to  minieter  among  men  (' 
£l".iui.-nc«  was  never  more  pathetic,  more  just,  or  more  unavailing. 
I'rchito  after  prelate  silenced  thwie  remonetrances  by  auslore  rebukes. 
L*'gute  after  lei^ate  arrived  irith  papal  menaces  to  the  remonsLnuite. 
&[onks  and  abliots  preached  the  ci-niinency  which  tliey  at  le.ist  pro- 
leatbd.     lungs  and  barons  laughed  over  their  cups  at  many  a  merry 
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tale  of  compulsory  divorce.  Idcha  pelled,  hooted,  and  besmeared 
with  profauu  aud  iilthy  haptifins  the  unhappy  virliirifi  of  jHiiititii^Hl 
rigour.  It  was  a  stmg^jle  uot  to  be  proloiigt;d.  llroken  hftiris  pinedJ 
and  died  away  iu  sili-nct.  Exjxwtulatioiis  BubsidM  into  uiunnura,"^ 
and  munaups  were  dro^vnL'd  in  tlie  general  shout  of  \ictory.  Eight 
hundred  years  have  sincwi  passed  a^vay.  Amidst  the  wit'ck  of  lawi^ 
opinions,  luid  iusLitu lions,  tLjy  decrue  of  llild(.'bniiid'8  at  this  day 
rules  the  Latin  Church,  in  every  land  vhens  gacrificea  are  gtill  offered 
ou  her  altaiy.  Among  us.  but  not  of  us,— valuing  their  rights  as 
citizens,  chielly  as  instrumental  to  their  jiowcrs  as  churchmen — 
ministers  of  love,  to  whom  the  heart  of  a  hu:^baud  and  a  father  is  aa 
inscruUble  myatery — teachers  of  duties,  ibo  most  sacred  of  which 
they  may  not  practise — compelled  daily  to  gaze  on  the  most  polluted 
imagery  of  man's  fallen  heart,  but  denied  the  refuge  of  nature  from 
a  poiluteil  imagination — professors  of  a  virtue  of  which,  from  tlie 
death  of  the  righteous  Abel  down  to  tlie  birth  of  the  fervent  Peter, 
uo  solitary  example  is  recorded  in  Holy  Writ—excluded  from  that 
poethumons  life  in  remote  descondants,  in  the  devout  anticipntion 
of  which  the  patriarclia  were  enabled  to  walk  meekly,  hntexultingly, 
with  their  God — the  sacerdotal  caste  yet  tlouri.shes  in  every  Christian 
hmd,  the  imperishable  and  gloomy  monument  both  of  that  fur-sighted. 
genius  wbiuh  thus  devised  the  means  of  papal  despotism,  and  of  that 
ahort-sighted  wisdom  which  proposed  to  itself  that  despotism  as  a 
Ic^timute  and  a  laudablo  end. 

Willi  this  yjiartan  rigour  towards  his  ndherente,  Gregory  combined 
a  mon^  than  Athenian  address  and  audacity  towards  his  rivals  and 
autagonisu.  iSo  long  as  the  monarchs  of  tiie  West  might  frculy  be- 
stow on  the  objects  of  tlieir  choice  the  sees  and  abbeys  of  their 
sifttes,  papal  dominion  could  bo  hut  a  passing  dream,  and  papal  in- 
doi»endency  an  empty  boast.  Corrupt  umtivea  usually  deteniiijied 
their  choice ;  and  the  objects  of  it  were  but  seldom  worthy.  Ec- 
clesiastical dignities  were  often  sold  to  tlie  highest  bidder,  and  then 
the  purchaser  iudcmniiied  himself  by  a  use  no  less  mercenary  of  hia 
own  patnumge  :  or  they  we.rH  given  :in  a  rewanl  to  some  miirtial  re- 
tainer, and  the  new  churchman  could  not  forget  that  he  hful  once 
been  a  soldier.  The  rx)pe  and  the  coat-of-mail  were  worn  altenuilely. 
The  same  hand  bore  the  crucifix  in  tlie  holy  festival,  and  the  sword 
in  the  day  of  battle.  Kpiseopal  warriors  and  abbatial  courtiers  thus 
learned  lo  regard  themselves  rather  ae  feudatories  holtling  of  their 
temporal  loid,  than  as  liegemen  c»^nng  obedience  to  tlieir  spiritual 
chiei.  In  the  hands  of  the  newly  consecrated  Bishop  was  placed  a 
fltol^  and  on  his  ftngcr  a  ring,  which,  received  as  they  were  from  his 
temporal  sovereign,  proclaimed  that  homago  and  fealty  were  duo  to 


,flione.     And  thas  tho  ttacerdotal  Proconsuls  of  Home  1>ecame,  iu 
mt  at  least,  and  by  iho  jiowt-rriU  obIij,iitiou  of  honour,  the 
TieagOtcato,  not  of  the  Poiitiftjx  Mjiximus,  but  of  tho  Iniporator. 

To  du^tolvo  this  in'mi'tti  twcfjufitiu  of  sinioiLiacnl  preferment^ 
military  service,  und  feudal  vossaUif^u,  a  fucblcr  spirit  would  have 
exhorted,  negotiated,  and  tiomproniisL-d.  To  Gregory  it  btdougtfd  fi«t 
to  0iib>tiKt  Hum  by  coiiragp,  and  tlion  to  nils  tliem  by  revyrwuco. 
AUdi»?saiiij»  th<<  ■world  in  the  Iiini;:i:i;;H  of  his  geuBnitioii,  he  procUimed 
to  evor>'  putontjite.  frr«m  tlif  liiih'w.  to  tin?  .StniiU  of  Culpt',  tliat  all 
hauiuo  autliurity  buing  holdcn  of  the  diniie,  and  God  hiniftdf  hnvinj; 
dftLogftted  his  own  sovt-n-'ignty  aver  mon  to  thu  JMnuo  of  Ihi?  riacivd 
Collfgy,  tt  divine  riyht  l^i  univta^al  olitnlienco  was  thy  inalimmble 
altributu  of  the  Kuiiian  Puntitl's,  uf  whom,  u»  the  supr^'tne  uarthly 
auiwiuiii.  omiR-nnTs  and  kiiiK'*  hold  thtir  crowns.  palritiirliH  and  bi- 
chn[>8  their  niitri's  ;  and  htdd  them  not  mediatnly  through  c-nrh  other, 
bat  immediately,  us  tenants  i'm  eapitfiy  from  tho  one  legitimate  reprfi- 
eentative  of  the  groat  Apostle. 

In  turning  ovi-r  the  collection  of  tht'  epistles  of  Hildebrdud,  we  are 
Hiruiywhore  met  by  tliis  doctrine  assertetl  iu  a  tone  of  the  ctilmeitt 
dignity  &111I  the  most  senma  conviction.  Thus  he  informs  the  French 
roonan^h  tliat  every  honMt  in  bis  kingilotn  owed  to  Peter,  as  their 
tiiher  and  pastor,  an  annual  tTibutti  of  a  penny,  and  he  commands 
his  li-g]itcs  to  cnllwt  it  in  tokfln  of  thf^  snbjef^tion  of  France  to  tho 
Hntv  S<?«<.  He  assures  Solcimnn,  the  King  of  ilun^^arj-,  that  liis  t«Tri- 
t-  ho  prop-Tty  of  th"?  Holy  Htiinnn  Churt:h.     Solomon  being 

in  '  und  rt'lraebijr;^',  wu«  deihrinned  by  Ids  competitor  for  the 

Huii^nn;»n  ".•n.)\ni.  His  more  prudent  succe^stir,  Lmliiilaus,  ackaow- 
iedJ;^'«^  bims«'lf  the  va&sai  of  the  Pujw,  and  pajil  him  tribute.  To 
Corsica  a  Icpite  was  sent  to  j^overn  the  deme-nes  of  the  Papacy  in 
ib<-  i-t,ind,  and  to  recover  tho  rest  of  it  from  the  Samcens.  To  tlio  Sar- 
•  an  account  was  dtspatched  of  Gregory's  titlo  to  their  obodi- 
.  ,i-.. .  '.vith  menaces  of  a  Norman  invasion  if  it  should  be  withheld. 
On  Demetrius,  Duke  of  L>abuatL'i.  wo  find  him  conferring  the  kingly 
tjtlft,  naierving  a  yesirly  payment  of  two  hundred  jiiwrea  of  nilver 
'  l«  tho  h(dy  Pop"'  Gpojiory  and  hia  successors  lawfully  elected, 
IS  siipn^me  IotAh  of  tho  tJalniatian  kingdom.'  Among  tlie  \*isitor3 
of  Rome  wna  a  youth,  described  in  one  of  thesB  epii^tles  a"*  son  of  the 
Kiui:  of  Jtu&iia.  The  letter  informs  tho  soven-ign  so  designotefl, 
lliat,  at  the  request  of  tho  young  Prmee,  the  I*onlitr  Imd  adminis- 
Icrml  to  hira  the  oath  of  fealty  to  St  Peter  and  liis  miccessors,  not 
diiDbtinjj;  that  '  it  woiilil  be  approvetl  by  tlm  king  and  all  the  lords 
of  his  kingdnm,  since  the  Ajia^tle  wntdd  henceforth  rognnl  their 
couutiy  as  his  own,  and  tlefend  it  accordingly.'    From  fciwtno  t\\ft 
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Dttne  hv  exacted  a  promiso  of  subjection.  From  the  recently  con- 
verted Pnlnmlnra  he  riemaiided  and  received,  as  sovereigu  loixl  of  Uie 
coimtr)-,  an  annuiil  tribute  of  a  liundreti  niarlia  in  Bihar.  From  every 
part  of  the  European  conLiiiunt  iii«ho]>s  weni  summoned  by  Uicee 
imperial  nussivefi  to  Home,  and  there  wore  either  condemned  (Uiil 
deposwl,  ur  lilwolved  and  eoniimied  in  thoir  sees.  In  France,  in 
Spain,  and  in  Germany,  wo  find  his  leyatea  exercising  the  same 
power  ;  and  the  currespumleuco  ntunls  many  a  sleru  rebuke,  Boiue- 
times  tor  their  undue  remiasnesa,  sunii'timujs  for  their  uuHapplied 
severity.  The  rescripte  nf  Trajan  scarcoly  exhibit  a  limier  nssuranca 
both  oi"  tiie  right  and  the  power  to  control  every  other  authority, 
whether  secular  or  sacerdotal,  throuf{hout  the  civilised  world. 

Thcire  was,  however,  in  the  case  of  the  Normans,  a  memonible  ex- 
oeption.  liobert  the  Nonuan,  conquertir  of  ^5iL■ily,  and  William  tho 
Nomum,  conqueror  of  Knglaud,  steeped  in  blood  and  sacrilejn?,  werii 
the  most  Bhomeless  and  cruel  of  usurpers.  The  ^ans  ami  ctintes 
of  the  opprcsflfttl  cri<.'d  aloud  for  ven^Ance-  agaiust  them.  But  the 
apostolic  indigtiution,  though  roused  by  the  active  liccs  of  the  Em- 
peror, and  by  the  apathetic  depravity  of  I'hilip  of  France,  hail  for 
these  tjiants  no  menaces  of  wrath,  no  exhortations  to  repentance. 
Kobort.  was  embraced  and  honoured  as  the  faithful  ally  of  Homo 
"William  was  addressed  in  the  blandest  accents  of  esteem  and  tende 
neas.  *  You  exhibit  towanU  us '  (such  is  the  style)  *  the  attachme 
of  a  dutiful  son,  yea,  of  a  son  whose  heart  is  moveid  by  tho  love 
his  mother.  Therefore,  my  beloved  son,  let  your  conduct  be  all  that^ 
jour  language  baa  l)oon.  l^ct  what  you  have  promised  be  effectiially 
peiformod.*  The  injunction  was  not  disobeyed ;  for  even  of  pn> 
xiue«s  the  grim  conqueror  of  the  North  hud  been  Muflicii'utly  pan^i- 
snonioas.  As  Duie  of  Normandy,  he  remitt<+d  U>  tho  }'(jpo  tho 
amount  of  certain  dues.  As  King  of  England,  he  indignantly  re- 
fused the  rw^uired  oath  of  fealty.  '  I  hold  my  kingdom  of  God  and 
of  my  sword,'  was  his  stem  and  decisive  answer.  Something  the 
papal  legate  dared  to  mutter  ul  the  worthlesaness  of  gold  without 
obedience  ;  but  the  gold  was  accepted,  and  tho  disobedience  endured. 
These  were  not  the  days  of  John,  sun)ume<l  Lackland  ;  and  for  In- 
nocent the  Third  was  rej^erved,  by  his  great  predecetMor,  the  glory  of 
Teceiving,  from  on  EngUsh  s<^>vcreign  on  his  bended  knee,  the  ciow^n 
■which,  while  it  rested  on  the  head  of  William,  cbidlcnged  equal 
honours  with  tlie  papal  tiara.  For  eoncossions  more  favourable  to 
his  hopes  of  unlimited  dominion,  tlie  Pontifi'  turned  to  a  sovereign 
yrhose  crimes  no  triumphs  had  sanctified,  and  no  heroism  redeemed. 
Alexander's  L-itation  had  been  despised  by  Henry,  and  was  nut  r»»- 
vived  by  Uildebrond.    Every  poet  from  Genoany  brought  freafa 
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proof  that,  -without  the  ubo  or  Wfwpons  so  hftzartlovis,  the  Emp 
must,  ere  lung,  bt  ivduced  to  Balim't  thu  aid  of  KomG  on  such  terma^ 
as  Rome  miglil  see  lit  to  diclntc.  Diirk  as  were  the  middle  a^es^  tho 
German  fourt  b.-ul  lijjht  onoiigh  (if  we  may  credit  the  chronideTs)  to 
unticipate  onr  own  enli^htenwl  Irish  policy.  The  ancient  chiefs  of 
iiaxonT  were  imprisoned,  and  th(4r  estates  confiscAtcd  und  grnntoj 
lo  absont  Icrda  and  preialea.  Tithe  proclora  hovered  likn  binls  of 
ppey  ovor  the  Saxun  UttVh.  A  project  was  formtKl  for  driviii;?  th^ 
AUcimit  inhabitunla  into  a  Siixun  imle,  and  fur  converting  the  loud 
into  a  gKiiT.  Swubiau  Colony.  Cufttles  frowneil  on  evei-y  height. 
Thca  garrisons  pillaged  and  enslaved  the  helpless  people.  Alliancas 
trere  furme<l  with  the  Itararinn  and  the  Dane  to  cnioh  a  raco  haUd 
for  their  former  preeminence,  and  despised  for  their  recent  siilTer- 
Nolliiu^  '.v.is  wauttng  to  complete  the  pardUul  but  discord  and 
injection  ninnnsst  tlio  intended  victims. 

Groaning  under  the  oppressions,  and  penetrating  the  designs 

p,^cir  Bovercign,  the  Saxons  wilicited  for  their  leaders  an  audienf^  a,4 

The  appointed  day  arrivinl.    T]\e  deputies  jtnsented  them- 

I  at  the  palace.     Henry  was  cngageil  at  a  gume  of  hazard,  and 

thein  wait  till  he  had  played  it  out.     A  stem  and  indignant 

Semnnd  for  justice  mpelled  thu  msiilt.  A  accond  time,  in  all  the  in- 

Molenco  of  youth,  Henry  rf:tunicd  a  contemptuous  answer.  In  a  few 

ooDi  he  fniiiid  hinii^elf  blockaded  at  Iiis  castlo  of  Hartzburg  by  a 

Bt  ojisembln;^   of  armed  men,  under  the  command  of  Otho  of 

"^Kordheim.  the  Tell  or  Uofer  of  his  native  land. 

K^Aping  with  dilnculty,  the  Emperor  traversed  Western  Gei^ 
Bany  Ui  coJl'ict  forc-Bs  for  crusliing  tlie  Sa.von  inani^'ente-  But  the 
ell  of  his  Iinpi-rial  name,  and  of  his  noble  presence,  was  broken. 
he  crimes  of  a  defpattHl  fiijritive  were  unpardonable,  Hh  allies 
de  common  cause  with  the  Saxons,  whom  they  had  bo  lately^ 
aed  to  destmy.  Long  repressed  resentment  burst  out  in 
indignities  against  the  re<*reaiit  sovereign.  Unworthy 
hifi  spurs  or  hi&  crown  (so  ran  the  popular  arrai^ment),  h«j 
scendf^d  At  a  8t<»p  from  the  Kummit  of  human  grrat.nejw  to  the 
rendition  of  an  outcaitt  from  liiunon  Bociety.  A  diet  had  been  sum- 
'mr-nwl  for  his  dei>08ition.  His  sreptre  had  been  oflered  to  Rudolf 
of  Swabia.  A  fv'w  days  more, and  his  cnmn,  if  not  liia  life,  would 
ave  bwn  furfeitvil,when  an  opportune  illnea-s,  and  a  nmiour  of  his 
alb,  awakened  among  his  subjects  the  donnant  fcehngs  of  attoch- 
)  and  conipsRsiun.  Ha;^tud  frcni  disease,  abject  in  appearance, 
IStnte,  de«>erted,  and  unhappy,  he  presented  himBclf  to  the  citizens 
of  "VToiTOs.  The  ebbing  tiiio  nf  loyalty  rushed  violently  back  into 
ittf  wont«.*d  channela.   Shouts  of  welcome  ran  aloi^  the  walla,  ii^very 

2" 


20  HILDEBRAND. 

house-top  rang  with  acclamations.  Women  wept  over  his  wrongs. 
Men-at-arms  devoted  their  lives,  and  rich  burghers  tlieir  purses,  to 
his  cause.  'Hie  diet  was  dissolved,  Kudolf  fled,  and  it  remained  for 
Henry  to  practise,  on  his  recovered  tlirune^  the  lessons  he  had 
learned  in  tlie  school  of  advereity. 

Those  lessons  had  been  unfolded  and  enforced  by  the  parental 
admonitions  of  Gregory.  The  royal  penitent  answereil  by  promises  of 
amendment,  'full'  (as  the  Pope  declart'd)  'of  sweetness  and  of 
duty.'  Xor  was  this  a  mere  lip  homage.  To  prove  his  sincerity,  he 
abandoned  to  the  Pope  the  government  of  tlie  great  see  and  city  of 
Milan,  the  strongest  hold  of  the  Imperialists  in  Italy.  A  single  de- 
sii-e  engrossed  tlie  heart  of  Henry.  No  sacrilice  seemed  too  costly 
which  might  enable  him  to  inflict  an  overwhelming  vengeance  on 
the  Saxon  peo])le ;  no  price  excessive  by  which  he  could  purchase 
tlie  aid,  or  at  least  the  neutrality,  of  Hildebrand  in  the  impending 
stmggle.  Tlie  concessions  were  accepted  by  the  Pope,  the  motive 
understood,  and  the  ei^uivalent  rendered.  "\Vith  gracious  words  to 
the  Emperor  and  to  liudolf,  witli  pacific  counsels  and  vague  pro- 
mises to  the  Saxons,  Hildebmiid  retired  from  all  further  intervention 
in  a  strife  of  which  it  remained  for  him  to  watch  the  issue,  and  to 
reap  the  advantage. 

It  was  in  the  depth  of  a  severe  winter  that  Henry,  hoping  to  sui^ 
prise  the  insurgents,  marched  from  Worms  at  the  head  of  forces  furn- 
ished Ijy  the  wealth  and  zeal  of  that  faitliful  city.  Drifts  of  snow 
obstructed  his  advance.  The  frozen  streams  could  no  longer  tiun  the 
mills  on  whicli  ho  depended  for  subsistence.  Meteors  blazed  in  the 
skies,  and  tlie  disjnrited  soldiers  trembled  at  such  accumulated 
omens  of  disaster.  In  that  anxious  host,  one  bosom  alone  was  heed- 
less of  danger,  and  unconscious  of  suffering.  He,  who  had  hitherto 
been  known  as  a  prolligate  and  luxurious  youth,  now  urged  on  his 
followers  through  cold,  disease,  and  famine,  to  the  Saxon  frontier. ' 
But  there  Otlio  awaited  him  at  the  head  of  a  large  and  well-dis- 
ciplined army.  The  Imperialists  declined  the  xmequal  encounter. 
Again  Henry  wjus  rediici-'d  to  capitulate.  Humbled  a  second  time  be- 
fore his  subjects,  he  bound  himself  to  dismantle  his  fortresses,  to 
withdraw  his  garrisons,  to  restore  the  confiscated  fiefs,  to  confirm 
their  ancient  Saxon  privileges,  and  to  grant  an  amnesty  unlimited 
and  universal 

The  treaty  of  Gerstungen  (so  it  was  called)  was  dictated  by 
animosity  and  distrust,  and  was  carried  into  execution  by  the  con- 
querors in  the  spirit  of  vindictive  triumph.  They  expelled  fifom  his 
residence  at  Goslar  their  dejected  king  and  his  household,  and 
destroyed  the  town  of  Hartzbuig  with  his  royal  sepulchre,  where 
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lay  the  bones  of  his  infant  son,  and  of  others  of  his  nearest  kin- 
dred. The  graves  were  broken  open,  and  their  ghastly  contents 
exposed  to  shameful  and  inhuman  contumelies  —  a  wild  revenge, 
and  a  too  plausible  pretext  for  a  fearful  and  not  distant  retribution. 

Henry  returned  to  his  Klienish  provinces  to  meditate  vengeance. 
Eockless  of  any  remoter  danger  in  which  the  indiUgcnce  of  that 
fierce  passion  luif^ht  involve  him,  he  invoked  the  arbitrament  oi 
the  Pope,  and  called  on  him  to  excomumnicate  the  sacrilegious 
race  who  had  burned  tlie  church,  and  desecrated  the  sepulchres, 
of  his  forefathers.  Gregory  watched  the  gathering  tempest  of 
civil  war,  received  tlie  appeals  of  the  contending  parties,  and 
answered  both  by  renewed  injunctions  of  obedience  to  himself.  To 
the  Saxons  he  sent  homilies ;  to  the  Emperor  an  embassy,  graced 
by  the  name  and  the  presence  of  his  mother,  Agnes.  She  bore  a 
papal  mandate  to  her  son  to  enforce  the  celibacy  of  the  clei^, 
and  to  restore  to  its  lawful  channels  the  patronage  of  the  Church. 
Henry  promised  obedience.  The  legates  then  convoked  a  national 
sjTiod,  to  be  held  in  Germany  under  their  own  presidency.  To  this 
encroachment  also,  Henry  submitted.  A  remonstrance  f^ainst  it 
from  the  Archbisliop  of  Bremen  was  answered  by  a  legantine 
sentence  suspending  him  from  his  see.  Still  the  Emperor  was 
passive.  Another  sentence  of  the  papal  ambassadors  exiled  from 
the  court  and  presence  of  Henry  five  of  his  councillors  whom 
Alexander  had  excommunicated.  No  signal  of  resistance  was  given 
by  their  insulted  sovereign.  Edicts  for  the  government  of  the 
Teutonic  Church  were  promulgated  without  the  usual  courtesy  of 
asking  his  concurrence.  They  provoked  from  him  no  show  of  re- 
sentment. ITieir  work  accomplished,  the  legates  returned  to  Rome, 
the  messengers  of  successes  over  the  authority  of  the  Csesar,  more 
important  than  any  former  Pope  had  ventured  to  anticipate.  Ap- 
plause, honoiuB,  and  preferments  rewarded  the  associates  of  Agues ; 
while  to  herself  were  given  assurances  of  celestial  joy,  and  of  a  dis- 
tinguished place  among  the  choristers  of  heaven. 

Her  less  aspiring  son  fed  his  mind  with  hopes  of  vengeance,  ren- 
dered as  he  thought  more  sure  by  all  his  concessions  to  the  Iloman 
Pontiit  Twice,  indeed,  he  had  recoiled  ignominiouely  from  the 
Saxon  frontier.  But  from  defea.t  itself  he  might  draw  the  means  of 
victory.  By  the  great  feudatories  of  the  Empire,  the  spectacle  of 
armed  pea.sant8  and  wealthy  burghers  imposing  terms  of  peace  on 
the  successor  of  Charlemagne,  had  been  regarded  with  proud  scorn 
and  indignation.  They  resented  the  rising  fame  and  influence  of 
Otho.  He  and  his  followers  might  become  strong  enough  to  re- 
sume by  arms  the  estates  they  had  lost  by  confiscation.    K'viia.wvsft 
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were  alreatly  rife  of  such  dosigus.  To  fan  those  flames  and  doopen 
thvH4)  alarms,  and  thus  to  excite  among  restless  chiefs  and  predatory 
Viands  tliR  appi^tito  for  war  and  jilunder,  In^r-anip  tho  ca-ny  and  suc- 
ceeaful  labour  of  the  jmpatiL'iit  Emperor.  At  Henry's  summons, 
ike  whole  strength  of  Oermauy  was  collected  on  the  Elbe  to  crusli, 
in  his  quarrel,  tiie  power  they  had  so  lately  aidftd  to  di^poao  him. 
These  were  to  be  seen  the  orucitix  of  the  Abbot  uf  Fulda,  and  there 
Uie  sacred  banner  of  tho  Archl)i>ihup  of  ^f ciitz.  Iliero  Guolph,  Ihe 
Eavarian,  raised  his  ducal  st-andard  to  reconquer  tlie  broad  lantbs  re- 
stored to  their  foraier  ownei-s  by  the  treaty  of  Uerstungcu.  Tliere, 
summniieii  by  th^  chivaliy  of  Ijjrraine,  and  ivntoivil  by  the  Em- 
peror to  that  forfeited  priucipalityj  Godfrey  re]iaid  the  boon  by  tho 
desertion  of  the  alliance,  conjuiipil  as  well  as  pnlitical,  which  iKJund 
him  to  the  House  of  Tuscany.  There  appeored  the  king  of  Hungary, 
lured  by  tho  hope  of  new  pro\anccs  to  be  assigned  to  him  on  tho 
diamembermeut  of  Saxony.  Arid  there,  in  the  centre  of  counUeeS' 
pennons,  came  Rudolf,  to  prove  his  loyalty  to  tho  piiuce  whoM 
throne  he  had  so  recently  endeavoured  to  usui-];). 

The  tide  of  war  rolled  nu  ttiwards  the  devoted  land.  It  had  Iweu 
saved,  if  penitenet',  Immility,  and  prayer  were  of  the  same  power 
in  the  courta  of  earth  he  in  those  of  heaven.  It  had  been  saved, 
if  coonge  gatheivd  from  despair,  and  giiided  by  patriotism,  could 
have  availed  against  sucli  a  vonfi-derary  of  numbers  and  of  dis- 
cipline. Uut  pmyer  was  vain,  and  patriotism  impotent.  A  long 
emnmer's  day  bad  reached  its  eb.^,  when,  under  tho  command  of 
tiieir  great  leader  Olho.  the  >)ason  lines  appmai;hed  the  UnBtmt. 
On  the  opposite  bunks  of  that  stn-am  the  Imperiahsts  liad  already 
ucami»e<i.  Neither  amiy  waa  awuro  of  the  vicinity  nf  the  other, 
nd  Henry  had  retii-od  to  re«t,  when  Itudolf  roused  him  with  tlie 
nti'lIigenM  that  tho  insnigent  forces  were  at  hand,  unarmed,  and 
heedlcsa  of  their  danger,  the  rfta<ly  prey  of  a  sxuldon  and  immediato 
attack.  The  Emperor  threw  biniMilf  in  a  tmn-sport  of  gratitude  at 
the  feel  of  his  adviser,  and,  leaping  on  his  honje,  led  lor^vanl  hia 
ibrcea  to  tho  promiar.yl  victory. 

In  tlttti  t<lmnge  world  uf  uurs,  tragedies,  of  which  the  dire  jdot  and 
dark  catastrophe  might  seem  to  Iw  borrowed  from  hell,  ore  not  eeldom 
depicted  by  liUtorieal  drainattstD  in  colours  elear  and  bnlli.int  as 
tl;ose  wliich  may  be  imagined  to  repose  over  I'nradiso.  One  uf  the 
mitn-d  eombatoute  has  f^ung,  and  Lambert,  the  chitiniclcr  of  Aschaf- 
nsbnrg,  has  narrated  the  battle  of  the  Unstrut.  The  Bishop's 
hexumotera  have  all  the  citarm  whicli  usually  behmgs  to  episcopal 
ehargea.  But  Lamlx'rl  is  among  the  most  graphic  and  animated  of 
liistoriona.     His  picture  of  the  field  glows  with  his  own  milituiy 
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ardour,  and  is  throngeJ  with  incidents  and  with  figtnoB  which  might 
well  bo  tjanaffiTwl  tu  the  rual  canvas.    Among  them  we  distinguish 
the  iU-«minuv(l  Saxon  linte  broken,  tlying,  and  again  forming  at  the 
voice  of  <>tlio  an  it  rises  above  Uie  tumult,  and  then  rushing  after 
him  with  nuked  swords,  and  nak'-d  busoins,  on  Uie  main  battle  of 
the  trimnphont  invadera.     And  still  the  eye  follows  Otho  wlmrever 
tJu>re  aro  faintint;  heart*  to  rally,  or  a  tiorco  onslaught  to  repel ; — 
and  WB  seem  ahuodt,  to  hwar  thu  sbrill  war-cry  of  tiie  Swabians  from 
the  van  of  the  Imperial  host,  wiiei-o,  by  a  proud  hereditary  right, 
they  hdd  cliiimcd  to  etaiid  ; — and  Kudolf  tlieir  leadtr,  the  very 
mini^^tc^r  of  death,  is  evpr  in  the  midst  of  tho  camago,  himself,  as  if 
in  covenant  with  the  gmve,  nnhanned ;— and   in  the  agony  and 
crins  of  tlie  strifii,  Henry,  the  idol  to  whom  this  bloody  sacrifice  is 
ttffyred,  is  si*on  in  Lambfrla  battlo-pieco  leaping  at  the  head  of  his 
erve  on  his  exJiaust+Ml  eu'Jiim's,  sweeping  whole  ranka  into  con- 
fiiniHl  ui.ui*f*,>i,  and  amid  shrieks,  and  groans,  and  fruitl<?ss  prayers, 
od  fruith's.-i  rursi^s,  immolating  thom  to  his  insatiable  revfeiigo. 
Tho  «im  went  down  on  that  Aceldama  amidst  the  exultations  of 
^the  vjotorioGs  allii;8.  It  ro^  ou  thorn  thu  following  morning  agitated 
hy  grief,  by  discoKl,  and  by  disalTection.     Many  nobles  who  had 
fought  the  day  bi'fow  niider  tin;  Impt>rial  banner,  wero  gtretched  ou 
tho  lield  of  battle.     Tlid  enthuHiasm  of  the  Saxons  had  pnived  at 
Jiow  fi-nrful  a  price,  if  at  all,  tho  sollish  enda  of  tho  couf'-itcracy 
must  Ix;  attaiuiKt     Tht-y  mourufd  tho  extinction  of  one  of  the  cyca 
of  (S^nnany.     Silently  but  rapiilly  tho  armament  dissolved.     God- 
frey alone  ri'miinwl  to  proaecuUi  the  war.      With  his  aid  it  wa« 
bmught  by  Henry  to  a  successful  issue.   A  capitulation  placed  Otho 
and  the  other  h-adera  in  tho  KmiK^mr's  power.      WiLh  tlnur  per<5on8 
nn^I,  their  estate*  foriell^M,  and  their  rosources  destroyed,  h«  re- 
DTTiw!  to  join  with  the  loyal  citizens  of  Worma  in  chanting  the 
*Tp  Deum  I  lUtlamua.'      The  same  sacred  strain  had  but  a  few  days 
Ix-foro  cx>k'bnit«->l  at  Rome  a  still  more  important  and  enduring 
victoi^'. 

Gregory  had  righUy  jndgwl,  that  while  the  rival  princes  were  im- 
DC>raNi  in  civil  war,  he  might  secuTely  convene  tho  princes  of  tho 
burcb  to  give  cifcct  to  designs  of  &r  deeper  signiHcanoe.  The  long 
del  of  tlie  X^tenin  were  crowiled  with  grave  Canonista  and  mitred 
wta,  with  Bishops  and  Caplinals,  with  the  high  functionaries, 
Dd  the  bumblo  apparitor*,  of  the  Papal  State.  Proudly  E>miuent 
ro  them  all,  Siit  the  Vic-ar  and  Vicegeppnt  of  the  King  of  kings. 
t  were  snug,  and  homilies  were  delivered,  and  rit*8  were  per- 
d,  of  which  tho  orii.nn  might  be  trao/^l  back  to  tho  worship  of 
apttolinti  Jov«;  and  then  was  enact4.'d,  by  the  ccchwioatical 
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Senate,  q  law,  not  itiiUkc  tin?  inosl  aiTDgimt  of  those  which  L-leren 
centuries  beforo  ha«]  Iiliti  jn-oimi^'atcjcl  in  the  Cupitol.  It  iurbiuk' 
the  kind's  aud  nilera  of  the  uarlli  tn  exereiBe  thi-ir  uucient  rij>ht  of 
inve.stitnrff  nf  any  ftpirittml  di^iitary,  ami  transferred  to  the  Popo 
alone  a  patronage  and  an  inHu<"nrt'  nioTc  than  sufKcient  to  balanou, 
within  their  ov,u  iluiuiniuns,  all  the  jiowtra  or  all  tliu  mouarchs  of 
Christendom.  In  tin;  darkest  boure  of  Imperial  despotism,  tin?  snc- 
cesBora  of  Julius  liad  never  enjoyed,  or  demanded,  an  autJiorilj  so 
wide  or  80  ahaolutc.  Even  the  daring  spirit  by  which  the  decree  had 
"been  dictated  drew  back  from  the  immediate  publication  of  it  The 
l*ope  intimated  to  the  German  court  and  prelates  the  other  acta  of 
the  councils,  but  parsed  over  in  silence  the  great  edict  for  which 
they  had  twou  asw-inbied,  arnl  by  wliich  they  were  to  )je  immor- 
talized. Ii  repostxl  in  the  Papal  Chancery  as  an  authority  to  be  in- 
voked at  a  more  convenient  season,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  as  &  text 
for  the  rulers  of  tlie  earth  to  ponder,  and  for  the  learned  to  inter- 
pret. To  ilildebrand  it  belonged  neither  to  expound  nor  to  threaten, 
but  to  ai^t, 

Tlie  Biahop  of  Lucca  was  dead :  the  Pope  nominated  his  auccessor. 
Tlic  Itisbop  of  Itamberg  was  awused  of  simony  ;  tlie  Pope  sus- 
pended him.  llie  Archbbhop  of  Bremen  still  denied  the  right  of 
Papal  legates  to  preside  in  a  Gorman  synod :  the  Pope  deprived 
him  of  his  see,  and  of  the  holy  sacraments.  The  iSishops  of  Pavia, 
Turin,  and  Placentia  adhered  to  Honorius :  the  Pope  deposed  them. 
Henry's  hvo  exilid  councillora  gave  no  si-jus  of  rt-peiitauce ;  the 
Pope  again  excommunicated  them,  llie  Isormans  invaded  the  Ho- 
nian  terri1'>ry :  the  Pope  assailetl  them  by  a.  solemn  anathema. 
Philip  of  Franco  continued,  to  indulge  himself,  and  to  pillage  every 
one  else  :  the  Pope  upbraided  and  menaced  him.  Thus  with  male- 
dictions, Bomclimes  as  deadly  as  the  Pontine  miasma,  sometimes  as 
innocuous  as  the  Mediterranean  breeze,  he  wagf-d  war  ■with  his  an- 
tagonists, and  exerci-jcd,  in  reality,  the  powers  which  he  yet  hwni- 
tated  to  ojwert  in  words. 

To  the  conqueror  of  Saxony  those  encroachments  and  anathemas 
of  the  PontiH'  appeared  more  ofiensive  than  formidable.  He  retaliated 
rather  by  sconi  Ukiu  by  active  hostility.  He  heaped  favours  on  his 
own  excommunicated  councillors — eent  one  of  lus  chaplains  to  ascend 
vacant  episcopal  throne  of  Lucca — nominated  on  obi'cure  and 
adalous  member  of  his  own  houseliold  for  the  princely  mitrw 
*0f  Colof^ne — and  forbade  hia  Saxon  subjects  to  appeal  to  Home, 
even  in  cases  exclusively  ecclesiusticaL  To  Henry,  ihu  Pontiif 
fieemed  an  angry,  arrogant,  vituperative  old  man,  liest  to  lie  en- 
countered by  contempt.    To  Gregoiy,  the  Emperor  appeared  as  the 
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fcelile  and  tmconacioua  agunt  in  a  proviiU-ntial  scheme  for  mhject- 
Iho  sticular  to  tUy  aiuritual  Jyuusty.     To  such  as  could  read  llio 

;n«  of  tli<?  timee,  it  was  onUent  Umt,  on  cither  side,  this  contempt 
mi»|ihu.'0<l  :  and  that  a  long  And  siut^iiuurv  coullict  drew  near, 
Ly  which  the  future  destiniw  of  the  world  would  be  detcnuinod. 

Events  hurriwl  nipidly  onward  to  that  crisis.  Complaints  were 
prefenvd  to  thts  Holy  Si?e  of  crimes  committed  hr  Henry  against  the 
Saxon  Church  whit-h  rriwl  for  vt'iiycanco,  and  of  xiet'H  practit^?<l  by 
him  in  private,  whirh  n^ndored  Iiiiu  unlit  fur  couiuuuiion  with  liis 
fcUow-ChriatiouH,  Gregory  cited  the  Tjjipernr  to  api>ear  iKtfure  Iiim 
to  ansTTfir  tlioso  dutrgoa.  The  Empen^r,  if  we  may  believe  the  papal 
historians,  answered  by  an  attempt  to  assa&sinate  the  author  of  so 
pifsumptuous  a  citation. 

On  Ciirintuius  eve,  in  Uie  year  1075,  the  city  of  Eomo  was  visited 
ly  a  dn.ii'U'ui  tempest.   Not  even  the  full  moon  of  Ilaly  could  pene- 

,tti  the  liinati  maw  of  superincmnbeiil  cIoikIs.     Darkness  broodud 

'cr  the  land,  and  the  trembling  epctitators  believed  that  tho  day  of 
final  judgment  was  alxtut  to  da^vn.  In  this  \rar  of  the  dcmontfi, 
liowe\er,  two  ](nicessious  wpie  seen  adi'aucing  to  the  Chuich  of 
6anta  Mari/i  ihirnriore.  At  the  lit^ad  of  one  waa  the  aged  HUde- 
hroml,  rondueting  n  few  priests  to  worship  at  the  sltriiie  of  tli6 
Virgo  Beipara.  The  other  waa  pifKTdMl  by  Conciii«,  a  Uomaa 
noble.  Uia  followers  were  armed  n.s  for  some  desperate  enteri.iritte. 
At  each  paiuo  in  tho  roar  of  tho  tempest  mi^ht  be  heard  the  haUelu- 
jabs  ni  the  worshippire,  or  the  voice  of  the  Pontiff  pouring  out 
heneflictinns  on  the  little  Hock  which  knelt  before  liim — when  tbe 
arm  of  Cenriua  gr.ixpRd  his  jwrstm,  and  the  swnnl  of  aome  yet  more 
daring  nffian  intlirtoi  a  wound  on  his  forehead.  Bound  with 
cordfl,  stripped  of  his  .<ywnMl  vestmonti^,  beaten,  nnd  RubjpctMl  to 
tbe  basest  indij:nitics,  the  venerable  minister  of  Christ  was  carried 
lo  a  fortified  mansion  within  the  walls  of  tlie  city,  again  to  l>o 
removed,  at  daybreak,  to  oxile,  or  to  death.  Women  were  there  with 
vromen's  sympathy  and  kin*Uy  oflfice^,  but  they  were  ruddy  put 
and  a  drawn  sword  was  aln^ady  aimed  at  tho  PontilTa 
m,  when  tho  criea  of  a  fierce  multitude,  threatening  to  burn  or 
down  liie  house,  arrtttted  the  arm  of  the  assassin.  An  arrow, 
rli*.:hargtKl  from  below,  reached  aud  slew  liim.  The  wdUs  rocked 
beneath  the  strokes  of  the  matldout^l  popukt-o,  and  Concius,  falling 
tt  his  prisoner's  feet,  became  ImuselT  a  su]>[>liuut  for  pardon,  and  for 
Ufe. 

In  profound  ailence,  and  undisturbed  serenity,  Hildebrand  had 
thui  far  submittal  lo  thiviso  atri*cious  indi-^itk'.^.  The  occaaionul 
laisiiig  of  his  eyus  towards  heaven  alone  indicated  his  conficiouanusa 
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of  them.  But  to  tho  supplication  of  hia  prostrate  oncmy  he  re- 
tamed  au  iuslaiit  uud  a  calm  aHsuraut:e  of  foi-jriveiiess.  He  n-scucd 
Cencius  from  the  exaspemted  besiegers,  dismissed  him  in  iMdVty  aud 
in  peoco,  aaJ  nitiirned,  amidst  tlio  a(^lflUuitioits  uf  tliu  wholu  Eomaii 
peoplfl,  to  complete  the  interrupted  solemnitiea  of  Santa  Maria 
Alaggiorc. 

That  IIenr7  instigated  thia  crime,  is  an  accusation  of  uhich  no 
proof  is  extant,  and  to  wliich  all  ppohnhJUtit^a  are  opjiosed-  13«t 
autli  a  beliiif  ivus  ciinvut  at  tho  liiriy  ;  and  iho  oontcst  llii'ncffor- 
ward  assumf-d  nil  tlin  hitu^rncss  of  personal  auimoaity.  To  tho 
chargea  of  sacrilege,  impurity,  and  assassinations,  preferred  against 
the  Emperor,  his  pai-tiaans  answered  by  denouncing  the  Pope  him- 
self, at  a  Synod  couveuod  at  \Vorm8,  as  hasehnrn,  and  as  guilty  of 
nmrdf  r,  siiminy,  necromfiucy,  and  devil  worshi]i,  of  hahituul,  though 
concealed,  proUJgacy,  and  of  an  impious  prrifanation  of  the  Euchar- 
ist, rortunately  fur  the  (amo  of  Gregory,  his  enemies  have  written 
D  book.  Cardinal  llenno,  one  of  the  most  inveterate  of  them,  lias 
bequeathed  to  us  a  compendium  of  all  lliosc  symxlal  invectives. 
The  guilt  of  a  base  birth  is  establinhMl ;  for  Uildebrand's  father 
was  a  carpenter  in  tlie  litilo  Tuscan  iovra  of  Saone.  The  other 
imputations  are  reftited  by  the  evident  malignity  of  the  writer,  and 
by  the  utter  failure,  or  the  wild  extravagance,  of  his  proofs. 

Such,  however,  was  not  the  judgment  of  the  Synod  of  "VN'omis. 
A  debate,  of  two  days'  contiiiuiirice,  clased  with  an  unanimous  voto 
that  GrogotT  the  Seventh  should  bo  abjured  and  deposed.  Heniy 
fii-st  a]h.\ed  his  signature  to  the  act  of  abjuratioiL  Tlien  each  Axch- 
bidliop,  IHahop,  and  Abbot,  rising  in  his  turn,  suhscriWd  the  fuuiie 
fatal  seroU.  Scare*  ly  was  the  asaerably  dissolved  before  Inii)eriul 
nnsjM'nRcrs  were  nn  their  way  to  secure  the  concurrende  of  other 
Churchea,  and  the  support  of  the  temixirol  prinoes.  On  every  side, 
but  e6[>ecially  in  Northern  Italy,  a  {ierv:e  aud  f^udden  lliune  attested 
the  long  sinouldi-ring  n^'tcntnient  of  tho  priest*  wliora  tlie  Pojie  had 
divorced  from  their  wives  ;  of  the  lords  whose  sunouiacal  tratfic  he 
hod  arrested ;  of  the  princes  whose  Norman  invaders  he  had  cherished ; 
of  the  cccleBtastics  whom  his  liaughty  demeauour  had  incensed  ;  of 
the  licentious  whom  his  discipline  had  revolted  ;  and  of  the  pntriotio 
whom  his  ambition  hati  aUriiiecL  Tlie  abjuration  of  Worms  was 
adopted  with  enlhusi/iam  by  another  Synod  at  Piacenza.  Oaths  of 
awful  significance  ci-mcnti;d  the  confLfleracy.  Acts  of  dcaptrato 
hostility  bora  witness  to  the  determination  of  tlie  confederates  to 
o^  tlte  quarrel  to  extremities.  N'ot  a  day  was  to  be  lost  in  inti- 
mating to  (ircgory  that  the  apostolic  t-ceptre  bad  fallen  from  his  haiula, 
and  that  tho  Chriettiau  Church  was  once  moK  free. 
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It  vraa  now  iJie  6er.owl  week  in  Lent,  in  the  ymr  107fi.  From  Iiis 
tlmmc*.  brtieath  the  sr-uJittuteil  roof  of  llie  Vaucon,  Gregoiy,  arrayed 
in  the  rich  niniitle,  the  pali,  inul  Uie  otlier  niyatic  vestinente  of  pon- 
tifical dominiiin,  Iixikt-d  duium  tlio  fur-receding  \'istji  of  the  itacnid 
4>dirice  on  the  long  army  of  ecclosiastieal  Lords  and  Princea,  before 
vhom  '  Uenrj'  King  of  tiemmny  and  Italy,  calling  hinistdf  Eiupcror,' 
hod  been  summuned  U>  appi-ar,  nol  aa  their  sovereign  to  receive  th**ir 
hnmai^iS  but  m  a  <:ul|)rit  lo  await  tlieir  scnUinco.  As  ho  gazed  on 
Umt  new  uennte,  oiistTlin;:;  ii  jurisdiction  so  miijeMit: — uud  lihttned  to 
hjirmonies  which  might  not  unfitly  have  accoini»anied  the  woi-ship  of 
£den- — and  joined  in  anthems  whinli  in  for  di-stant  iigr^  had  beua 
itaDg  by  hl(>^^>'d  saints  iu  tht^ir  dark  crv'jit^,  and  by  triumphant 
lunrtyts  in  their  dying  agonies — and  inlialed  the  incense  83*mbolical 
of  tlie  pruytiy  'tlfcrvd  by  tho  CatlioUc  Cliuich  to  ber  eternal  Head — 
what  wonder  if,  iindi;r  tjie  intaxicating  influence  of  suoh  a  &ceue  and 
of  sacli  an  hour,  thi^  old  man  bolievttd  that  he  was  himself  tho  apu- 
fltoUc  l^>ck  on  which  her  fonndations  were  laid,  and  that  Iiia  cmuso 
and  person  were  sacred  as  the  will,  and  invincible  aa  the  powor,  of 
heaven  itself!  llie  *  Vuni  Creator'  was  on  the  Upa  of  the  papal 
choir,  when  Kulimil,  an  envoy  from  the  Syno<Is  of  Worras  and  PJa- 
r  •nXM  binwelf  bt-fnre  the  aesfinhled  hieroivhy  of  Eome. 

V.  iii'Ur  ycsis  lien*,  iind  \ua  speech  ahnipt.     '  The  King  and 

tht;  iiHiUtl  Uiiihr«|w,  both  of  Gernmny  and  luily  '  (mjoh  waahisapo- 
itM|>hn  t^  thf  I'ope),  *  tiunsiiUt  to  thee  this  command  : — Descend 
v\  !iy  from  the  throao  of  .St  Fcter.     Aliandon  the  usurped 

^  :  of  the  Konun  Church.     To  such  honours  none  intisb 

II-  M  :he  genrnU  choicM,  and  the  Winctiun  of  tho  Emperor.' 

Ti  I     —  fi.i  tho  Ronclnvp — *To  you,  bi'etlir<'n,'  he  said,  'it  is 

QOmmandod,  tliat  at  the  fcABt  of  Pentecost  yo  present  yoursolvea  he- 
f^n'  til,-  KiTig  my  master,  to  roeeiveft  po[)e  and  fntherfrom  his  hands. 
T;  led  jvistor  is  a  ravenLtua  wolt'     A  brief  pause  of  mule 

fc*L.-.ii,-.;iii-  iit  gave  way  to  shouts?  of  fur)*.  Swords  were  drawn,  and 
4he  audai.-iuus  hetnld  was  about  to  expiate  lus  temerity  with  Ida 
UmkL  Uut  (Ipegorj'  dejioended  from  hia  throne,  received  fixim  the 
lunds  of  Rolauil  the  k'Mers  of  tlio  .Synods,  and,  resuming  his  seat, 
nmd  thi'ni.  in  a  rlcir  and  df'Iihcnit<!  voice,  U>  tho  indignant  counciL 
At,Mta  tilt'  saLTL'd  edihce  mug  with  a  t^'mpest  of  pufrsiouate  invective. 
Again  swords  were  drawn  on  lioland,  and  again  the  storm  was  com- 
|»rtp*)  hy  Thf  vtiit-e  <tf  ilie  Pontifl'.  He  spake,  of  prophecies  fullilled 
t:  inut'Ty  of  tho  King,  and  in  the  tmubles  of  the  faithful. 

)i  I    thi'in.  that  victory  would  n-wurd  their  zeid,  or  didne 

CDU»->Lition~   -  their  defeat;   hut  whether  victor}'  or  defeat 

uji^l^^^^^^^^^^p  time,  he  said,  l^^^me  when  tlie  aveng- 
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ing  sword  must  bo  drawn  to  smite  the  cnomy  of  God,  and  of  IHa 
Chunih. 

The  speaker  wasftd  and  lumed  for  up(in>ltation,  or  at  Icust  for 
auiuieseence,  not  to  tiie  euthuaitu^liu  t]ux.>iig  of  mitrud  oi  of  aiioed 
adJiPrr-utii,  but  to  one  who,  even  in  that  ovontfiil  moment^  divided 
with  himself  the  gaze  and  the  sympathy  of  tliat  ilhistrioua  asiiem- 
blAge,  For  hy  h\»  side,  though  in  an  inferior  Btation,  sat  Agrips,  the 
Empri'ss-niothfr,  hnjuf^lit  there  to  witness  and  to  ratify  the  judgment 
to  be  pronounced  on  her  only  child,  whom  she  had  home  amidst  the 
promlest  htijicit,  and  trainftJ  fi>r  empire  beucnth  tlie  griefs  and  anx.ie- 
ties  of  widowhood.  She  bore,  or  strove  to  bear,  herself  as  a  dauuhtcr 
of  the  (.!huivh,  but  could  not  Ibrgrt  that  she  wastheniolherof  Heiuy, 
■when,  in  all  tlie  impor>wnatcd  majesty  of  tliat  holy  fellowship.  Hild©- 
brand,  ruisiug  hia  eyes  to  heaven,  with  a  voice  echoing,  amidst  the 
breAtlUt?s8  silence  of  the  S}'nod,  through  tlie  remotest  arelies  of  Lhu 
loily  jiile,  invoked  tlie  holy  Peter,  prince  of  the  apostles,  to  hear, 
and  '  Mary  tlie  mother  of  God,*  and  the  blessed  Paid,  and  all  the 
saints,  to  bear  witness,  while  for  the  honour  and  defence  of  Christ's 
Church,  in  the  name  of  the  sacretl  Trinity,  and  by  the  power  ond 
authority  of  I'eter,  he  interdicted  to  King  llenry,  son  of  Henry  tlie 
Kmperor,  the  government  of  the  whole  reiilm  of  Germany  and  Italy, 
absolved  all  Chnstiitns  from  their  oaths  and  alle^'iance  to  him,  and 
bound  him  with  the  bond  of  anathema,  '  that  the  nations  may  know 
and  acknowledge  that  thou  art  Peter,  and  that,  ni^-'n  thy  rock,  the 
8on  of  the  living  God  hath  built  His  church,  and  that  the  gates  of 
hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it.' 

When  intelligence  of  the  deposition  of  Henrj*  first  astounded  tho 
nations  of  Eurt'jte,  the  glories  of  Papal  liome  seemed  io  the  multi- 
tude to  have  been  madly  staked  on  one  most  precarious  issue.  IVfen 
foretold  that  the  Kmperor  would  promptly  and  signally  pimish  a 
treason  so  audacious,  and  tliat  the  Holy  Hee  would,  ere  long,  descend 
to  tho  level  of  the  Putriurehate  of  Constantinople,  ^or  did  the 
viaest  deem  such  antici[:>altons  onieasonablc.  I'heJ-  retiected  that 
Heniy  was  still  in  the  very  jirime  of  life — that  he  possessed  a  force 
of  will  which  habitual  luxury  had  not  imjiaired,  and  a  throne,  in  the 
hearts  of  his  people^  which  the  wildest  ex(o«j  of  vice  and  folly  had 
not  subverted — that  he  reigned  over  the  fairest  and  tlie  wealtliiest 
portion  of  the  Continent — that  he  commanded  numerous  vassiUs,  and 
fouJd  bring  into  tlie  field  powerful  amiieis — that  he  had  crushed  re- 
bellion among  his  Bubji-ctit,  aiiil  h:id  no  riv.tl  1o  drvad  among  his 
neighboura — and  tliat  llii'*  Pajmcyhod  flourij»hed  under  thesheltorof 
the  Iniporial  crown,  the  authurity  of  which  hail  been  so  arrogantly 
deJied,  and  the  fierce  resentment  of  which  was  now  inevitably  to  be 
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encountered.  But  in  the  seeming  strength  of  the  Imperial  resources, 
there  whs  an  inherent  weakness  ;  and  in  the  seeming  weakness  of 
the  Papal  cause,  a  latent  but  invincible  strength,  ilven  Teutonic 
loyalty  had  been  undermined  by  the  cruelties,  the  faithlessness,  and 
the  tyranny  of  the  monarch,  and  the  doom  of  the  oppressor  was  upon 
him.  The  cause  of  Gregory  was,  on  the  other  hand,  in  popular  esti- 
mation, the  cause  of  sanctity  and  of  truth,  of  primeval  disciphDe  and 
traditionary  reverence,  and  the  Pope  himself  a  martyr,  who,  in  all 
the  majesty  of  superhuman  power,  was  resolved  either  to  repel  the 
siroiler  from  the  Christian  fold,  or  to  lay  down  hia  Hfo  for  the  sheep. 
That  these  high  and  lofty  purposes  really  animated  the  soul,  or 
kindled  the  imagination,  of  him  to  whom  they  were  thus  ascribed,  it 
would  be  presumptuous  to  deny.  But  whatever  may  have  been  his 
reliance  on  the  promises  of  heaven,  he  certauily  combined  with  it  a 
penetrating  insight  into  the  policy  of  earth.  He  summoned  to  his 
aid  hia  Norman  feudatories,  and  invoked  the  succour  of  his  Tuscan 
allies.  She  who  now  reigned  in  Tuscany  might  be  supposed  to  liave 
been  called  into  being  for  the  single  purpose  of  sustaining,  lilie  an- 
other Deborah  or  Judith,  tlie  fainting  hopes  of  another  Israel. 

On  the  death  of  Boniface,  Duke  and  Marquis  of  Tuscany,  in  1054, 
his  states  descended  to  his  only  surviving  child,  who,  under  the  title 
of  *The  Great  Countess,'  ruled  there  until  her  own  death  in  1116, 
first  in  tutelage,  then  in  conjunction  with  her  mother,  Beatrice,  and 
daring  the  last  thirty-nine  years  of  that  long  period,  in  her  own 
plenary  and  undivided  riglit.  Thougli  she  married  Godfrey  of  Lor- 
raine in  her  youth,  and  Guelph  of  Bavaria  in  her  more  mature  age, 
neither  the  wit  and  military  genius  of  her  first  husband,  nor  the 
wisdom  and  dignity  of  his  successor,  could  win  the  heart  of  Matilda. 
Her  biographer  has  entered  into  an  elaborate  inquiry  to  establish  the 
fact,  that,  notwithstanding  her  nuptial  vows  with  two  of  the  most 
accomplished  princes  of  that  age,  she  lived  and  died  as  in  a  state  of 
celibacy.  Even  they  who  cannot  concur  with  him  in  pronouncing 
the  sacrifice  sublime,  will  admit  that  it  was  at  least  opportune- 
While  persuading  the  clergy  to  put  away,  their  mves,  she  herself 
repudiated  both  lier  husbands.  The  story,  indeed  is  not  very  tract- 
able. Schools  for  scandal  preceded,  as  they  have  survived,  all  the 
other  schools  of  modem  Italy ;  and  whoever  has  read  Goldasti's 
'Replication  for  the  Sacred  Csesarean  and  Iteyal  Majesty  of  the 
Franks,*  is  aware  that  if  Florence  had  then  possessed  a  comic  stage 
and  an  Aristophanes,  he  would  have  exhibited  no  less  a  personage 
than  the  great  Hildebrand  in  the  chains  of  no  meaner  an  Aspasia 
titian  the  great  Countess  of  Tuscany.  But  large  as  is  the  space 
OQpnpied  by  this  charge,  and  by  the  refutation  of  it,  in  the  annals  of 
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those  times,  H  may  (tafely  be  rrjvct-ed  as  nltngetliPT  inr.redi'ble  and 
absurd.  At  that  period,  the  aiuitoiuiste  of  the  human  heart  stPincd 
not  t«  have  describeti,  if  indeed  they  had  detected,  that  hieropathie 
aSbctiun  so  fiunihitriy  kiiowu  ainuiig  ourselves,  of  wliicli  the  leiaalo 
spirit  is  the  seat,  and  the  ministera  of  rt'lij^ou  the  object^) — a  1Iuid« 
ii&uaUy  as  pure  as  it  is  inteneu,  and  which  burned  or  brightly  in  tbe 
fKiul  of  Matilda  eight  centuries  af;o,  an  in  the  most  ardent  of  the  fair 
bosoms  which  it  wamisand  animates  now.  She  was  in  truth  is  love, 
but  in  love  with  the  Papacy.  8ix  aged  Popes  successively  acknow- 
ledged ami  rejoiced  over  her,  as  at  once  ttio  moat  zealous  odbeniiit  of 
their  cause,  and  the  modt  devuted  womhipper  of  their  peraona.  And. 
well  might  those  holy  fathers  exult  in  such  a  comjuept.  Poets,  in 
their  dreams,  have  scarcely  imaged,  htrftt-s,  in  the  hour  of  their 
triumph,  have  rarely  attaineii,  so  illustrioua  a  tropliy  of  their  gcnins 
or  of  their  valour. 

The  iii'e  of  Matilda  is  told  by  Ponnizone,  a  member  of  her  house- 
hold, in  three  Imoks  of  lamentjilile-  hexamptera  ;  and  by  Fiorentird, 
an  antiquary  and  };enejiloKi=st  of  Lucca  in  the  seventeenth  wnlury,  in 
three  other  btioks  siarcely  ]»:s.s  wcnrii^iine  ;  though  his  leaniing,  his 
lore  of  truth,  and  hia  zeal  for  the  ptlon*  of  his  heroine,  secure  for  him 
the  respect  ond  Uio  symj-atliy  of  his  readers.  That  she  ehonld  have 
in^ircd  no  nobler  eulogies  than  theirs,  may  be  ascribed  partly  to  her 
having  lived  in  tho  tijaes  when  the  iJoethiiin  had  subsideil  into  tbe 
Bux>liim  age  of  Italian  literature,  and  partly  to  tho  uninviting  nature 
of  the  ecclesiastical  lends  and  alliances  in  which  her  days  were  cod- 
Bumed.  (Uhenri^,  neither  Zenobia,  nor  Isabella,  nor  Elizabeth,  had 
a  fairer  claim  to  inspire,  and  to  live  in  immortal  verse.  Not  oven 
ber  sonuiok*nt  chaplain,  as  he  beat  out  his  Latin  doggerel,  eonld 
avoid  giving  utterance  to  tho  delight  with  which  her  delicate  featuns, 
bfamiitg  with  Jiahituid  gaii^ty,  hail  inspired  him.  ^ot  even  her  severe 
confessor,  Saint  Anw^hii  of  Lucca,  could  rvcurd  without  astonishment, 
how  her  feeble  fmine  sustained  aU  llie  burdens  of  civU  guvcnmient, 
and  all  the  fatigiics  of  actual  war  ;  burdens  indeed,  which,  but  for  a 
series  of  miraculous  cures  wrought  for  her  at  his  own  inteTcession, 
she  could  not  {be  oKsurett  us)  have  sustained  at  all. 

Supjwrtcil  either  by  miracle,  or  by  her  own  indomitable  spirit, 
Matilda  wielded  the  sword  of  Justice  with  maaculine  energy  both  in 
the  Held,  against  the  enemios  of  the  Holy  See,  and  in  the  tribunn], 
uguiust  sucii  A3  pn*smned  to  violate  her  laws.  He  who  knew  bet 
bis't,  n*gapiled  theise  st-ern  exennpcs  of  ber  outhority  but  as  tbe 
pn;inptings  of  a  heart  which  loved  too  wisojy  and  too  well  to  lore 
with  fondness.  In  tho  camp,  such  was  tho  serenity  of  her  demean- 
our, and  the  graceful  flow  of  her  discourse,  that  she  appeared  to  him 


gex  of  mercy,  in  the  garb  of  a  Pentliesilen,     On  tUo  juJg- 
at  he  saw  in  her  not  the  stern  avcni^r  of  crime,  but  laLhur 
thft  cdinpassionatc  mother  of  the  feeble  ami  the  oppressed 

Nor  did  she  allow  to  herself  any  of  the  weak  indnlgonce  she 
deiUMi  to  others.  In  n  voluptuona  aj^e  she  lived  aust^iroly,  sub- 
duing hor  appetites,  an<l  tcrtuiing  Iter  ii.'Ltiinil  affeetiou^  vith  the 
perverse  ins^nnity  which  her  gliostly  coinisellura  inculcaU.id  and 
extolled.  In  a  siipenrtitious  agn  shu  milxhicd  her  desire  for  tha 
devotionnl  abstractions  of  the  cloister ;  and  witli  greater  wiitdom, 
snd  more  real  piety,  consecrated  herwlf  to  the  active  duties  of  her 
priuctdy  office.  In  an  illitftratu  age,  her  hahita  of  study  were  such 
that  !*lie  c«)ul'l  make-  herself  inteUi^*ibIe  to  all  the  troops  dmonj^  whom 
shi}  livpil,  tlii»U(^h  leviinl  fnmi  alino-st  every  part  of  Eurtj[>e,  and 
espei:Liily  t^  her  Italian,  FK'Och,  and  German  soldiers,  whoso  tongues 
ahe  UM'il  with  wiual  facility.  Doimizone  ossities  us,  tliat,  thongh 
he  was  evi-r  at  baud  as  her  Latin  .ffrrctary,  she  wn't.e  with  her  own 
pen  all  her  letters  in  that  lanj^uaj^a  Uj  th«  PontilVa  anil  Suvorcigiw 
of  her  times — a  pnjof,  as  liis  n,-adi.Ts  will  think,  of  her  iliscemment 
BO  leas  than  of  her  learning.  On  hi-'i  testimony,  also,  may  be  claimed 
for  htT  the  praise  of  losing,  collecting,  and  preserving  Iwokfi  j  for 
thiu  he  einga  :— 

*  Cnpia  liltronim  non  deficit  hiiie*  re  boniMiiis  ; 
Liorm  ex  isuaclis  haUet  srtibus  itque  flguris.' 

Row  well  she  understood  the  riyht  use  of  them,  may  be  inferred 
from  hf t  employment  of  Wenicr.  u  jurist,  to  revise  the  *  (Corpus 
Juri(i  L'i\'ilio  ;'  and  of  Anselni,  her  cout'essor,  to  (M>mpilea  collection 
of  the  Canon  Ijiw,  and  to  write  a  commentary  on  the  r.^hn8  of 
David.  Such,  indewl,  was  her  proficiency  in  serijitural  kiiowle<lg«, 
that  her  veraif^-ing  chaplain  maintains  her  e<iualitj'  in  such  studaea 
with  the  most. learned  of  the  Uishops,  her  contemporaries. 

Warrior,  ascetic,  and  scholar  a^  she  was,  the  spirit  of  Matilda  waa 
too  genorous  to  be  imprisoned  \ntbin  the  limits  of  the  camp,  tli« 
cell,  or  the  library.  It  was  her  noble  ambition  to  he  the  refuge  of 
the  oppressed,  the  benefactor  of  the  miserable,  and  the  champion  of 
what  ahe  deemed  the  truth.  Mortifying  the  love  of  this  world's 
glon',  she  laboured,  with  a  happy  inconsistency,  to  render  it  still 
more  glorious.  At  her  bidding,  castles  and  palaces,  convents  and  ea- 
thednUfl,  staluea  and  public  monuments,  arose  throughout  Tuscany. 
I'ei,  so  well  wflfl  her  munitioenee  sustained  by  a  wise  economy,  that 
to  the  close  of  her  long  reign,  she  was  still  able  to  maintain  her 
iierwlitary  litle  to  the  api»elliUion  of  *  the  rich,'  by  which  her  father, 
Boniiace,  had  bceo  also  distinguished.    She  might,  with  no  leas  pro- 
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priety,  havG  "been  designated  bs  *  the  powerful ;'  since,  either  "by 
lUrecjt  autliority,  or  by  irresistjblo  iutluenue,  elie  ruled  m-arly  the 
Mfhulu  (if  XorllnTU  Italy,  frt»m  I.i)iiii«mly  to  tho  Papal  States,  and 
ivct'ivud  frfJiii  the  otln.T  monarclis  of  the  West,  Iwth  the  outward 
hoinngu,  ami  tin:  nail  Jeffn^iicc,  n'si:rved  for  sovereign  potentates. 

Matildn,  attained  to  the  plonarj-  dominion  over  her  hereilitary 
Btatus  at  tho  very  criBia  of  the  great  controverey  of  her  q^,  when 
Henr>'  Imd  jirueurwl,  and  promulgated,  the  scjiittinte  of  thu  Synod  of 
Worms  for  tho  deposition  of  Gregory,  liwdless,  or  lathcp  uncon- 
BL-ious,  of  the  reaourcus  of  that  formidrthle  adversary,  he  had  made 
no  prepiiration  for  tho  inevitable  contest ;  but  as  though  emitttn  by 
a  judieiul  bUndnoss.  8i'Ieet*^d  tliat  critieal  moment  for  a  new  outrage 
ou  the  juo5t  sacred  feelings  of  his  own  subjects.  He  marehed  into 
Saxony ;  and  there,  as  if  in  ecorn  of  the  frt^e  Llerman  spirit,  erected 
A  stem  military  despotisui,  eoufiscattd  the  estates  of  tho  people, 
cxiJ^d  their  nobh's,  impriaoncd  llii-ir  bishops,  wjld  the  pt-asonta  aa 
slaves,  or  (impelled  them  to  labour  in  erecting  fortwsses,  from 
■which  Ids  mercenary  ti-oopa  might  curb  and  ravage  the  surroumling 
couulry.  'ITie  crj*  of  tlie  opitressed  rogn  on  every  aide  trom  tlie  ua- 
bappy  land.     II  entered  ijit4;  the  eare  of  the  Avenger. 

As  Henry  retiir»t?d  from  this  disastrous  triumph  to  Utnwrht,  (he 
Imperial  banner  floated  over  a  vast  as&eultlege  of  courtiers,  church- 
men, vastsals,  ministers  of  justice,  men-at-armB,  and  sutlers,  who  lay 
em.'amped  like  some  nomad  tribe  round  their  cluof ;  when  the  in- 
dignant bearing  of  some  of  his  followers,  and  the  ularme^l  and  half- 
averted  gaxe  of  others,  discloaed  to  lum  the  a\Tful  fact  that  a  ponti- 
jieid  anntbema  had  ciu«t  him  down  from  his  Jni]>eniU  Htate,  and 
exiled  him  from  the  society  of  all  (."bristian  ])eople.  Jiid  lienrt 
fftintctl  ^rithiii  him  at  these  dismal  tidings  as  at  the  sound  of  his 
own  passing  bell,  iiut  that  heart  was  kindly  still,  and  resolute 
either  to  dare  or  to  endure,  in  defence  of  his  hi'ri'<litary  crown. 
Shame  and  sorrow  luight  track  him  to  the  gmve,  but  he  would  bold 
no  counsi!>|  with  d«i[iair.  The  world  had  ri-ji^ct^d  liim — the  (.'hurch 
had  cast  him  out — his  very  niotlii'T  ha<;l  de^terted  him.  In  popular 
holief,  perhaps  in  hia  o^vn,  God  Himself  had  abandoned  him.  Yet 
all  was  not  lost.  Ho  retained,  at  Iwiat,  the  hope  of  vengeance.  On 
his  hated  adver^ry  he  might  yet  retaliate  blow  for  blow,  and  nuile* 
diriioii  for  malediction. 

On  £iLgter-day,  in  the  year  1076,  surrounded  by  a  small  and 
anxious  circle  of  prelates,  William  the  Andibishop  of  Utrwht  as- 
cended his  archiepiscopal  thupno^  and  rei'ited  tlin  sacred  narrative 
which  commomorales  tlie  rising  of  the  Ttedeemer  from  the  grave 
Bat  110  strain  of  exulting  gratitude  followed.      A  fierce   invective 
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<Ie(iictM,  in  tlie  darkest  colour?,  the  characUjr  auil  tlio  career  nf 
"'Mebrand,  ani\  with  bitter  scorn  the  Vreachor  dcaifid  the  rii^ht  of 
a  Pope  to  censure  Iho  Emperor  of  the  West,  to  govern  the 
bnrch,  or  to  live  in  hor  couunuuioii.  In  thu  name  of  the  ossumbUul 
Synod,  be  then  pmnounceJ  Ltin  es.a)mmuuicabe. 

At  tJmt  niomciil  th^  summons  of  dcAth  reached  tlie  author  of  this 
darui<r  deliance.  While  tlio  hiat  fatid  stniggle  con^nilHeil  hiA  hod}\ 
a  yet  Borer  ORony  aflcTted  his  souL  Ho  died  self-abhtnTed,  ngncling 
tlie  synipuLUy,  Uih  pniycn,  luid  tlie  siicraTnenta  with  wliieji  the 
terrified  bystiindfia  would  Uavn  aootlmd  hiu  df-'psirtiii}?  apiriL  The 
voica  of  heaven  itwdf  seeraod  to  rioo  in  wild  concert  with  the  Kry  of 
hia  tortun'd  conscience,  'niundorlwlta  struck  down  both  the  chur(;h 
in  which  he  had  abjared  tlie  Vicar  of  Chriat,  and  the  adjacent 
poldc^.-  in  whii;h  the  Kiui>or«jr  was  residing.  Three  other  of  the  anti- 
papal  prolutcs  ijuirkiy  fulJuwed  Williuin  U>  tlie  ^Tove  by  8tniiij,*o  and, 
violwit  di-jilha.  Godfrey  of  Lomiiue  fell  by  the  bond  of  an  aitsassin. 
'Diese  facts,  th.ou;;h  recorded  by  the  contempotury  chruniclcra,  will 
of  couree  be  receive4l  iu  our  o^n  times  with  the  judicious  scepticism 
irliich  baa  been  bo  deeply  impressed  on  all  modern  reailera  of  hia- 
toricnl  marvela.  But  there  can  bo  no  dnubt  that  the  belief  in  tliese 
accmuulatixl  portent*  was  everywhere  diffused,  and  awakened  imi- 
Tursal  bonrjr.  £flcli  day  announced  to  Henry  some  new  succession. 
Hia  guutdc}  des«Tt<.'d  faia  standard ;  his  personal  attoudanis  avoided 
his  pp-aeuce.  The  membere  of  the  Synod  of  AVorms  Ued  to  Rome, 
to  make  their  p<*ace  with  the  justly  irritated  Pontifil  The  nobles  set 
freu  the  Saxon  prisoners  who  had  been  confided  to  their  custody. 
0 ' "  I  red  once  more  in  anns  to  lesid  a  new  inaurreclion  of  liis 

ft'..  iLi^Tuen.  The  ^Teat  I'rinces  of  Gonoany  convened  a  coun- 

cil u-  t{(jil«jrate  on  the  deposition  of  their  Soverei^Ti.  To  eveiy  eye 
bat  his  ovm,  all  seemod  to  be  lost.  Even  to  him  it  waa  but  too  ctv\- 
dent  that  the  loyalty  of  his  subjects  had  boon  ondormincd,  and  that 
Ilia  throne  waa  tottering  henenth  him.  A  single  resource  remained. 
Ho  might  yet  aaaemble  the  fuithful,  or  the  desperate,  adherents  of 
his  cauae — inspire  diead  into  those  whoso  allegiance  he  had  for- 
feited— make  one  laat  strcnuoua  effort  in  defence  of  his  crown — and 
descend  to  the  tomb,  if  so  it  must  be,  tho  anointed  chief  of  tho 
Ctrlovingian  Empire. 

"fVith  a  mind  wrought  up  to  such  resolves,  he  traversed  the  north 
of  G«Tnany  to  encounter  the  Saxon  insurgents — publiished  to  tho 
world  the  &enteuc«  of  Utrecht — and  called  on  the  Lombard  Bisbopa 
to  concur  in  the  excommunication  it  denonnced,  lie  reaped  tie 
itcaal  xowaid  of  audacity.  Though  repelled  by  Otho,  and  com- 
pelled to  retrace  lua  march  to  the  Khine,  he  found  evei^-  city,  vil 
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k^'e,  and  convent,  hj  vrhkh  he  pasRed,  distracted  with  the  eonlTO- 
versy  Iwtween  thfi  Diadem  and  the  Tiara,  Religion  and  awakeiiing 
Joyalty  iii\-idi>d  the  Empire.  Tliough  not  y(?t  comhiiiinn  into  any 
dehnltc  form,  tho  elements  of  a  new  confederacy  were  evidently  at 
■work  in  favour  of  a  MonaruU  who  thus  knew  how  to  draw  courage 
and  energy  from  despair. 

Yet  the  moral  sentiment  of  thft  German  people  waa  as  yet  iin- 
equivwally  against  tlieir  Soverei^pi.  Hie  Impt^rialista  moiimfiiUy 
iicknowh'dj^ed  that  their  ehipf  was  justly  condcniued.  The  Papaliiito 
iiidij^iiaiitly  denied  the  truth  of  the  reproaches  cast  on  tboir  leader. 
In  siipiKirt  of  that  denial,  Gregory  defended  himself  in  epistles 
addrcHied  to  all  the  fireaier  Tentonie  prelatps^  Amonf:;  them  la  a 
letter  to  Herman,  Bishop  of  Mcntz,  which  vividly  exhibits  both  tha 
stienj^th  of  the  writer's  character  aiul  the  wcakncea  of  Ids  cause. 
Althfinj^h  (lie  says)  such  as,  from  their  exceeding  folly,  deny  the  p«- 
pal  right  of  e.xeommnm(«ting  kiug*i,  hardly  de.*('rve  an  aiiiwcr  {the 
light  to  depitae  kings  wiia  the  real  point  in  dchate),  yet,  in  eonde- 
Bcension  to  their  weakness,  he  will  dispel  their  doubts.  Peter  him- 
self had  taught  thji;  doctrine,  as  appeared  by  a  letter  from  St  Cle- 
ment (ill  the  authenticity  of  whirh  no  one  Iwlieves).  "When  Pepin 
coveted  the  crown  of  Chilileric,  Hope  Zacharv  was  invited,  by  the 
Mayor  of  the  Palace,  to  give  jud^^nnent  hetwt'cn  tliom.  t)n  his  am- 
biguous award  the  uKiiriM^r  fmd  founded  thu  title  nf  his  dynasty. 
Saint  Gregory  the  Great  had  fhTC'ii'_'m\l  to  dep<.^8e  mnj  monarch  who 
sbnidd  resist  his  decrew?.  Tlie  utoiy  of  Ambrose  ami  Theodoaius, 
rightly  interpreted,  gave  proof  that  the  Emperor  held  his  crown  at 
the  will  of  tho  Apostle.  Ktci^'  king  was  one  of  the  "  sheep  "  whom 
Pet«r  hiid  been  coranmndHl  t«  fi-cnl,  and  one  of  the  **  things  "  whirji 
Peter  had  Ijwn  empowered  to  bind.  Who  could  presume  to  place 
tho  Steptre  on  a  level  with  the  Crosier,  the  one  Uie  conqumt  of 
human  priile,  the  other  the  gift,  of  di\nne  mercy  :  the  one  conduct- 
ing to  the  vain  glories  of  earth,  the  other  pointing  the  way  to 
Heaven  ?  As  gold  surpaiwc?  lend,  so  does  the  Episcopal  transc«nd 
the  I  mjtc rial  dignity.  Could  Henry  justly  refuse  to  tlie  universal 
Bishop  that  precedence  which  Constuniine  had  yielded  to  the  mean- 
est Pivhite  at  Nicaai !  Miist  not  he  be  Bupremo  above  all  terrestrial 
thront-s,  to  whom  all  ecclesiastical  dominations  are  subordinalt'  1 

To  employ  good  argnments,  one  nmst  be  in  the  right.  To  make 
the  bwrt  possible  use  of  puch  as  are  to  1m?  hiul  is  the  privilege  of 
geniuf,  even  when  in  the  wrong.  Nothing  eoiUd  be  more  convincing 
U)  tJie  spiritual  lords  of  Gemmny,  nothing  more  welcome  to  her 
Epcular  ihiefs,  than  thi?*  array  of  great  names  and  sonomns  nnihori- 
fcics  against  their   fulling  f^vcreign.     To  overcome   the  obstinate 
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loyaUy  of  tho  Iniryliere  ainl  p*ji5Ja,iitry  to  thrip  young  and  (jallonb 
Kma,  relij^fiis  tflmin*  worn  imlispcnsablp ;  and  continual  reinforce- 
monta  nf  pootitical  deuimciationB  were  therefore  soUcitfd  and  ob- 
tuDt'il  At  length,  in  the  autumn  of  1076,  appeared  from  liome  a 
rwoript  which,  in  the  event  (no  longer  donbli'ul)  of  Hnnry's  con- 
tinuiyl  resisuuee  to  the  sentence  of  the  last  ])apal  council,  required 
Pit  fSt^niian  princes  and  prehitcs,  rniintA  mid  barons,  to  elect  a  nuw 
Empemr,  and  assured  them  of  the  Apostolical  confirmation  of 
any  choice  vhich  should  be  worthily  nuirle.  3!1iBee  were  no  idle 
words.  Tlie  ilciilh-otriiggle  could  ni»  li)»gpr  be  ^Mistpouwl.  Legates 
ftrrivoil  frijm  lit.nne  to  guide  the  proceedings  of  the  Diet  t©  be  con- 
v)in<H|  fur  thi»  momentous  dehborutiou.  It  met  during  tlic  autumn 
nt  Tribur. 

The  annala  of  mankind  scnrccly  rceord  so  solemn,  or  so  dispa^on- 
ate,  an  act  jf  national  justice.  Some  princely  banner  waved  over 
every  a'ija-ient  hei|;;ht,  and  groups  of  unarmed  aoliliers  might  be  traced 
along  the  furthest  windings  of  the  neiglibouring  Rhino,  joining  iu 
tlie  pleasant  toils,  and  swelling  the  gay  camls,  of  the  mature  vintage. 
In  tlie  centre,  and  under  the  defence,  of  that  TD3t  encampment^  row 
a  pavilion,  within  which  were  collected  all  whose  dignity  entitled 
them  to  a  voice  in  thai  high  debate.  From  the  only  extant  record 
of  what  occurred,  and  of  what  was  spoken  there-,  it  may  be  uilerred 
that  Henr>'*8  offencfw  against  the  Church  were  regarded  liglitly  in 
ODmpantM>n  with  the  criminality  of  his  civil  government.  Stationed 
on  the  opposite  hank  of  the  river,  he  received  quick  intelligence  of 
the  progn-dd  and  tendency  of  the  discussion.  Tlie  prospect  darkene<l 
hourly.  Soldiers  had  already  been  despatched  to  secure  him  ;  and 
hia  person  was  in  danger  of  unkuighlly  indignities  ;  which  might 
for  ex'er  have  estranged  tJie  reverence  borne  to  him  by  the  ruder 
multitude,  when  ho  attempte<l  to  avert  the  impen'ling  sentence  of 
dcpiiidti'in  by  an  offer  to  abdicate  all  the  powers  of  govenmient 
to  his  greater  feudatories,  stipulating  for  himself  only  that  he 
should  retain  his  Imperial  title  as  the  nominal  head  of  the  Teutonic 
£mpir«. 

Palpable  as  was  tlie  Rnare  to  the  subile  Italian  legates,  the  simplo- 
'oded  (Jeruians  appear  to  have  ncariy  fallen  into  it  For  seven 
aive  days  .speech  answered  speech  on  thia  proposal,  and  when 
nfn  could  neither  speak  nor  listen  mor*;,  the  project  of  a  nominal 
reign,  ahom  of  jdl  substantial  imlhority,  was  adopts!  by  the  Diet ; 
hut  (in  mwlern  phrase)  with  amemimenta  ob\-inusly  imposed  by  the 
representatives  of  the  sacerdotal  power.  The  I'ope  was  to  be  iflvited 
Ui  hold  a  T>iet  at  Augsburg  in  the  ensuing  spring.  He  was  mean- 
while to  decitle  whether  Henry  should  bu  restored  to  the  bosom  of 
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i)\t>  Chiircli,  If  so  rcstoral,  lio  was  nt  once  to  resume  all  lii^  im- 
pcriiil  rights,  liut  if  the  eun  sliowld  go  down  oa  Mm,  still  au  ex- 
coummnieate  person,  on  the  2'An\  of  Foliniary,  1077,  his  crown  waa 
to  Iw  tninBferred  to  another.  Till  then  he  waa  to  dwell  at  Spires, 
with,  the  title  of  lunpcror,  but  without  a  court,  on  army,  or  a  placo 
of  public  worsliip. 

The  theocratic  theory,  hitherto  rogardoil  as  a  mere  XTtopion  oxtrava^ 
gnnr.e,  hiul  thus  pusuud  iuto  a  practical  and  sacred  reality. 
iishenimn  of  Galilee  had  triumphed  over  tlie  conqueror  of  Pha 
The  vassal  of  Otho  had  n-dtici^d  Otho^s  sQCcessor  to  vassalage. 
iiniTenml  monarchy  which  Iteathou  Kome  had  wrung  from  a  blea 
ing  world,  had  becD  extorted  by  Christian  Komn  from  the  eupersli-' 
ti<»n  or  the  reverence  of  mazdciud.  The  relation  of  the  Piipa<.'y  and 
the  Eiujnre  liad  been  inverU^l  ;  ami  Churt:hmen  fowt^flJ  with  un- 
hesitating noiifidfuct'  tho  exaltation  "f  their  oider  alx)ve.  all  earthly 
potoiitutes.  and  the  resort  to  their  aipital  of  irountli-ss  worsliippers, 
there  to  do  homage  to  an  oracle  more  profound  than  that  of  Belphi, 
to  mysteries  more  pure  than  those  of  Kleusis,  and  to  a  pontificate 
more  august  than  that  of  Jenisalem.  Strains  of  unbounded  joy  re- 
sounded through  the  papal  city.  Solitude  and  shajne  and  peml<jn- 
tial  exerciaes  attpeated  ihti  past  crimes,  aud  theabjoctfortunes^  of  tliu 
exile  of  Spires. 

Rut  against  this  regimen  of  sackcloth  and  fnsting,  the  body  and 
the  soul  of  Henry  revoltett  At  tlie  close  of  tlie  Diet  of  Tribur,  he 
bod  scarcely  completed  his  twenty-sixth  year.  Degraded,  if  not 
finally  depowd,  hate<l  and  reviled,  abandoned  by  man,  and  eomiwUed 
by  conscience  to  anticiiwU'  his  alMindonnient  by  God,  he  yet,  in  the 
depths  of  his  misery,  retainud  tho  remembrance  and  the  hopo  of 
dominion.  Tho  futim;  was  still  bright  with  the  anticipations  of 
youth.  lie  might  yet  rvtrieve  his  reputation,  resiune  the  blessings 
be  had  squandered,  aud  take  a  signal  vengeance  on  liits  great  autagoa- 
isL  An<l  amidst  the  uLlierwise  universal  deeertiou,  there  remained 
one  fallhfid  bosom  on  which  to  re]K«)>  Iub  own  aching  heart.  IlerthOf 
bis  wife,  who  had  retained  her  purity  unsullied  amidst  the  license  of 
bis  court,  now  retained  her  fidelity  unshaken  amidst  the  falsehood 
of  his  adherents.  Her  wrongs  had  been  such  as  to  render  a  deep 
leeentment  nothing  less  than  a  duty.  Hej-  happine.'^  and  her  honour 
had  been  basely  ai^sailod  by  the  selfish  proHigaU!  to  whom  the  most 
eolemn  vows  had  in  vain  united  her.  But  tu  her,  those  vows  wero 
a  bond  stronger  than  death,  and  indissoluble  by  all  the  confederate 
powers  of  earth  and  hell.  To  suffer  was  tho  condition — to  panion 
and  to  love,  the  mwessity — of  hi»r  existence.  Vice  and  folly  could 
Xiot  have  altogether  depraved  him    who   was  the  object  of  such 
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'inalienaLIe  («n(]c-rae«s,  and  who  at  length  Learnt  to  wtum  it  witli  n 
devotion  almoRt  etitiai  to  Lot  o^rn,  aft*r  n  bitter  experienoe  bad 
taught  liim  llie  real  volue  of  the  liumagt;  and  careascs  of  tho  world. 

In  her  society,  though  an  esite  from  ever,'  other.  Henry  wore 
away  two  months  at  Sjuna  in  a  fruitk-gs  solicitation  to  the  I*oi»  to 
receive  him  in  Itidy  as  a  penitent  suiter  for  roconcilftmont  with  the 
Church.  December  had  now  arrival ;  and  in  leea  than  U-n  weeJca 
vould  he  fullilled  the  t*nn,  when,  if  stili  excommunical*',  he  must, 
according  to  the  BPnt^nce  of  Tribur,  finally  realign,  not  the  pro 
itigutivce  alone,  but  with  thi;m  tbo  titk;  and  rank  of  Head  of  the 
£mpire.  No  Nicriftces  seemtMl  too  great  to  avert  this  danger ;  and 
hiHtory  tells  of  none  more  sinj;tilar  tJian  those  to  which  the  heir  of 
the  Fmncoiuan  dynasty  waa  constrained  to  submit  In  the  garb  of 
a  pilgrim,  and  in  a  season  so  aevere  as,  diiring  more  than  four  months, 
to  have  converted  the  Rhine  into  a  sohd  maj<s  of  ice,  Henrj'  jind  bis 
faithfiil  Itertha,  carr>-ing  in  her  arms  their  infant  child,  undertook  to 
cross  tho  Alps,  with  no  escort  but  such  menial  servants  as  it  was  yet 
in  his  power  to  hire  for  that  desperate  enterprise.      Among  the 

lortiers  who  bad  so  lately  thronged  his  palace,  not  one  would  be- 
le  the  comiwninn  of  lus  toil  and  dangers.  Among  the  neighbour- 
princes  who  had  eo  lately  solicited  hia  alliance,  not  one  would 
grant  him  the  poor  boon  of  a  safe-conduct  and  a  free  passage  through 
their  states.  Even  his  wife's  mother  exacted  from  him  lai^e  terri- 
torial oe^aions  as  the  price  of  aUo^ving  him,  and  her  own  daughter, 
to  Bcole  one  of  the  Alpine  passes,  apparently  that  of  the  Great  St 
Bernard.  Day  by  day,  peasants  cut  out  an  upward  path  through 
lilt-  lung  nnnLlings  of  the  mountain.  In  the  descent  from  the  highest 
iminmit,  when  thua  at  length  gained,  Henry  had  to  encounter 
fiiligues  and  dangt-rs  fn>m  which  the  chamois-hunter  would  have 
tuniod  aside.  Vast  trackloss  washes  of  snow  were  traversM,  some- 
times  by  mere  crawling,  at  other  times  by  the  aid  of  rojw-ladders 
or  still  mder  contrivances,  and  not  seldom  by  a  sheer  plunge  along 
the  incline^l  st*>ep  ;  the  Emjiresa  and  her  child  being  enveloped,  on 
: '  ,  in  the  raw  skins  of  beasts  slaughtenni  on  the  march. 

:  1  from  these  dangers  to  aecurity ,  fmm  the  pine  foi-ests, 
g^uiiii^  and  precipices  of  tho  Alps,  to  tho  sunny  plains  of  Italy,  was 
sot  so  gTut*ful  to  the  wearied  travellers  as  tlie  change  from  the  gloom 
of  Spins  to  tJ»7  niplurons  greetings  which  bailed  their  advance  along 
the  pourse  of  tlio  I'o.  A  splendid  court,  a  numerous  army,  and  au 
exalting  populace,  once  more  ftt.ti^*tfd  the  nuijestj-  of  the  Emperor; 
nor  was  the  welcome  of  his  Italian  subjects  destitute  of  a  deeper 
flignific-auce  than  nsnnlly  belongs  to  the  pjcans  of  the  woreliipirtrs  of 
.kings.     They  dreamed  uf  the  haught)'  ruutilT  humbled,  of  the  see 
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of  Ambroso  pxaltwi  to  civil  and  eccleaiaaticul  supremacy,  aud  of  the 
German  yoke  lifteti  from  tlieir  necks.  Doomed  a-s  were  these  aoar^ 
iiig  liopes  to  an  e;irly  tiijaiiipoiutment,  the  cuthusiasm  of  Henry'a 

})arti8uii3  juijliliwi  those  raort'8ol>erexpectatii>ns  which  had  prompted 
us  periluus  journey  acro«)  the  Alps.  He  could  now  prosecute  liis 
suit  to  the  Pope  yrixh  tlio  cmmtenance  imd  in  the  vicinity  of  thoee 
ccalous  aiiherontd,  and  at  a  secure  ilii^Unce  fix)m  the  enemies  towards 
whom  Ilildobrand  was  already  advancing  to  holil  the  enntemplated 
Diet  of  Augslurg.  In  the  personal  command  of  a  militury  escort, 
Matilda  ultended.  the  Papid  progress  ;  and  was  even  pointing  out 
to  her  guards  their  line  of  nmn'li  tiinmyh  the  sno\*'y  pe^iks  which 
closed  in  her  northern  hori7x)n,  wlu;n  tidings  of  the  rapid  approach 
of  the  Emperor  at  the  liead  of  a  fonnidalile  force  iniliiri^l  her  to 
retreat  to  the  fortress  of  Canosiia.  There,  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Apennines,  her  eacred  charge  would  he  secure  from  any  sudden 
assault ;  nnr  had  nhv.  anyiliiiig  to  divarl  fnini  (lie  rcgtdar  leaguer  of 
such  i>oweis  as  could,  in  thiit  age,  have  been  brought  to  the  siege 
of  it. 

Canossft  was  the  cradle  and  the  original  seat  of  her  ancient  race. 
It  was  also  the  favourite  residence  of  the  Great  Coimtoas  ;  and  when 
Gregory  found  ahelter  within  her  walls,  they  were  crowded  with 
guefata  of  Uie  highiiSt  eminence  in  H'oiat  and  in  literary  I'ank.  So 
imposing  w-as  the  ece-uo,  and  so  superb  the  asst^mblage,  that  tlio 
drowsy  muse  of  her  versifying  clmphiin  awakened  for  once  to  an 
hTr-i^ci'lxde,  and  declared  Cauossa  to  be  nothing  less  than  a  new 
liome,  the  rival  of  that  of  Konmlus.  ITiither,  as  if  to  verify  the 
boast,  camo  a  long  line  of  mitred  p>enitent3  from  Germany,  whom  t  ho 
seTore  BUdebraud  consigned  on  their  arrival  to  soliUu-y  cells  with 
brea<l  and  water  for  their  fare  ;  and  there  al&o  appeared  the  Gennan 
Emperor  himself,  not  the  leader  of  the  ramoured  host  of  IxjmV'ard 
invadore,  but  Rurronndcd  by  a  small  and  unarmed  retinue — mean  in 
his  apparel,  aud  contrite  in  outward  aspect,  a  humhle  snppiiant  for 
pardon  and  acccptanc*)  to  the  comnmuion  of  the  faithJiU.  Ixuig 
centuries  had  passed  away  »nce  the  sceptre  of  the  West  tiad  been 
won  by  Italian  armies  in  Italian  fioldfl,  and  Henry  declined  to  put 
the  iasuo  of  this  great  contest  on  the  swords  of  his  Mihineso  vasaals. 
He  well  knew  that,  to  break  tho  alliance  cf  patriotism,  cupidity,  und 
superstition,  which  had  degraded  him  at  Tribur,  it  was  necessary  to 
rescue  hicmielf  from  the  anathema  which  he  Iiad  but  too  justly  in- 
eunvil.  and  that  his  crown  must  be  redeemed,  not  by  force,  hot  by 
submission  Ut  his  formidable  antagonist.  And  Hildebrand  !  fathom- 
less as  are  the  depths  of  tlie  hnnian  heart,  who  can  doubt  that, 
amidst  the  conflict  uf  emotiona  which  now  agitated,  liim,  the  most 


aomiiuTit  was  the  exulting  sense  of  victory  over  tho  PoriVa  grroatost 
monarch.  His  rival  nt  his  fwt,  his  calnjiiniatorself-conJeinne*!,  the 
lipe  whinh  hiui  rntleiy  summoned  him  to  abclicatc  the  ApostoHc  c.ravra 
now  sning  to  him  for  the  recoveiy  of  the  Im]>crial  diadem,  the  ex- 
•lUtion  in  hia  ponton  of  decrepit  ^e  over  tiery  youth,  of  mental 
OTM"  physical  power,  of  the  ]oii(;;-euUimUed  Church  over  the  long- 
^flttiuiixiiig  world,  all  comt)!^^!  to  form  a  triumph  too  Intoucatiug 
eren  for  that  capacious  iuTelk^t 

The  Teriest  sycophant  of  the  Papal  Conrt^  even  in  that  super- 
stitious agUf  would  scarcely  have  ventured  to  describe,  as  a  serious 
act  of  sacnunental  devoliuu,  the  religious  masquemdQ  which  followed 
b^W(>en  thp  high  priest  and  the  imperial  ponitnnt  j  or  to  extol  as 
politic  and  wise,  the  base  imligiiitieH  to  which  the  Pontilf  subjected 
his  pn>^tratc  enemy,  and  of  wliich  his  own  pastoml  ktiiTS  contained 
the  otherwise  incivdible  record.  Had  it  been  hia  objisct  to  compel 
Hf-nrTi*  to  dniiu  to  its  bitterest  dre*^  the  cup  of  unprolitabk'  humilia- 
lion — 1«  px.i^peratw  to  madness  tlie  KmpRror  hiniBeU',  and  all  who 
would  ro'^nt  as  a  personal  wronp  an  insult  to  the  sovereign — and  to 
traiiMuit  to  the  latest  age  a  rooniinmnt  and  a  hatred  alike  inipcni<h- 
able,  of  the  extmvaganceH  of  spiritual  despotiam, — lie  could  havo 
de^'L^d  no  litter  course. 

Knvinmcd  by  many  of  the  grwd-pjtt  Princes  of  Italy  who  owed 
ft*ftlty  and  allegiance  to  thft  Emperor,  Greyory  affeyted  to  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  ht«  solicitations.  His  hninblcstnirers  wcrcepumrid  ;  his  most 
unKiundnl  acknowledf^ncnts  of  the  sacerdotal  authority  over  the 
^anii»  and  kingiionis  of  tlic  world  were  rejected.  For  the  distress  of 
h(T  royal  kiunfman.  Matilda  felt  ob  women  and  aa  mouandis  fee!  ; 
but  even  her  eiitivjities  sptmied  to  be  fi-uitless.  Day  by  day,  the 
eanip  '-'iM  ^t<-rii  iippnil  to  thi^  fntiin!  deci»iona  of  the  Diet  to  bo  con- 
Tpn»'d  a:.  Aiu'sburg,  ropellcil  the  suit  even  of  that  powerful  inter* 
eeasor.  Thu  critical  p^int,  at  which  pmwrs  for  reconcilement 
woald  give  way  to  indifrnatinn  and  doliance,  had  been  almost 
leachetL  Then,  ainl  m.t  till  tln-n,  the  Pope  lonJesicnded  to 
offer  his  ghostly  panlon,  on  the  condition  that  Hcnrj*  would  sur^ 
render  into  hia  hands  the  cxwtody  of  the  ero\ni,  the  sceptre, 
ftndi  the  other  ^Tisigns  of  myaltj',  and  acknowledge  himself  nn- 
worlhy  to  bear  the  royal  title.  This,  however,  was  a  scandal 
I  whicb  not  even  the  proud  spirit  of  the  now  triumphant  priest 
to  insist,  and  to  which  not  even  the  now  abject  heart  of 
r£nip<'r>r  could  be  induced  to  submit.  I^nt  the  shame  whicli 
lipftrr-4^1  to  the  Sovereign,  was  indicted  with  relentless  lieverily 
'on  the  Man. 

It  was  towards  the  end  of  January.    The  earth  was  ooveicd  witli 
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snow,  and  the  roounlain-etreama  were  arrested  by  the  kocn  frost  i 
the  Apenuinos,  when,  clad  in  a  thin  pcnituutuU  ganneut  of  whit 
liucn,  and  boro  of  foot,  Henrj'*  the  descendsuit  uf  so  many  kings,  i 
the  ruler  of  so  many  nations,  ascended  slowly  and  alone  the  rock 
iwith  wliicb  led  to  the  onter  gate  of  the  fortifiss  of  Cannssu.  With 
etronfi^  emotions  of  pity,  of  wonder,  and  of  ecom,  the  oaBemblcd 
crowd  gaz»?d  on  his  majestic  form  and  noble  features,  as,  passing 
throu^th  the  first  and  the  second  gateway,  hi?  aico^  in  the  posture  of 
humiliation  before  the  third,  which  remained  inexorably  clopcul 
against  his  further  proKre^s.  Tlie  rising  sun  found  him  there  fast- 
ing ;  and  there  the  setting  buu  left  him  stiff  with  cold,  faint  with 
hunger,  and  devoured  by  shame  and  ill-Auppreesed  reiientment,  A 
second  day  dawned,  and  wur^  tardily  away,  and  closed,  in  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  same  indignities,  poured  out  on  Europe  at  large  in 
the  person  of  her  chief,  by  the  Virar  of  the  meek,  the  lowly,  and  the 
compassionate  Itedecmer.  A  third  day  came,  ami,  still  irreverently 
trampliug  on  the  hcreditarj'  lord  of  the  fairer  hall"  of  the  mHiizcd 
world,  Uiidebrand  once  more  comijellud  htm  to  jiroloilg  till  nightfall 
this  profane  and  hollow  parody  ou  the  real  workings  of  the  broken 
and  contrite  hearts 

Nor  was  he  unwarned  of  the  activity  and  the  strengtb  of  the  in- 
dignation aroused  by  this  protracted  outrage  ou  every  natural  senti- 
ment, and  every  honest  prejudice,  of  mtinkind.  Lamentations  and 
reprrwiches  rang  through  the  caatle  of  Canossa.  Murmurs  fmm 
Kenry's  inveterate  enemies,  aiul  his  own  zealous  a<:lherents,  upbwideid 
Gregory  as  exhibiting  rather  the  cruelty  of  a  tyrant  than  the  ligour 
of  an  apoBlle.  But  the  endurance  of  the  sufferer  was  the  only  mea- 
sure of  the  inflexibihty  of  the  tormentor ;  nor  was  it  till  the  unhappy 
monarch  had  burst  away  from  the  sceno  of  bis  mental  and  luxlily 
anguisli,  and  sought  shelter  in  a  neighbouring  convent,  that  the 
Pope,  yielding  at  length  to  the  insUtnces  of  Matilda,  would  admit 
the  degraded  suppliant  into  his  presence.  It  was  the  fourth  day  on 
which  he  had  borne  the  humiliating  garb  of  an  affected  penitent, 
and,  in  that  eordici  raiment  be  drew  near  on  his  bare  feet  to  the  more' 
than  imperiul  Miijcsty  of  the  Church,  and  prostrated  liunself,  in  more 
than  servilo  dt-ft-rence,  before  the  diminutive  and  emaciat«d  old  n^n, 
'*  from  the  terrible  glance  of  whose  countj^niinee,"  we  are  toM,  "  the 
eye  of  every  beholder  recoiled  as  from  the  lightning."  Hunger, 
cold,  nakedness,  and  shame  had,  for  the  moment,  crushed  the 
gidliiut  spirit  of  the  sufferer.  He  wept  and  cried  for  mercy,  again 
and  again  renewing  his  entreaties,  until  he  had  reached  the  lowest 
level  of  abasement  to  which  his  own  enfeebled  head,  or  the 
haughtiness  of  his  great  antagonist,  could  depress  him.     Then,  and 
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itot  till  Uicn,  did  the  Pope  eoudescend  to  revoke  the  anntheiaa  of  the 
Vatican. 

Cruol,  howervOT,  were  the  tcnliT  moTcioa  of  the  nnw  esultiiig 
PftUtiCC  He  re8t<:tred  his  fallen  enemy  at  once  to  llie  coniniiuiioii, 
and  to  the  contempt,  of  his  Christian  brethren.  The  price  of  pardon 
WOB  a  pmiuise  to  submit  himself  to  the  futuro  judgnn^ut  uf  ttic  Apo- 
stolio  See  ;  to  ivsign  his  crown  if  that  judgment  should  be  uiifavoui- 
afale  to  liiui ;  to  abstain  meanwhile  from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of 
his  nivrti  prerogatives  or  revenues ;  to  acknowledge  that  his  subjects 
had  boen  lawfully  released  from  their  allegiance ;  to  banish  his 
formor  fViends  and  adviaers  ;  to  govern  his  states,  should  be  regain 
thorn,  in  obedience  to  the  pnpal  counsi'Is  ;  to  enforee  all  papal  de- 
cmee;  and  never  to  revenge  his  present  humiliation.  To  tlie  observ- 
ance of  the  ttrms  thus  dictate*!  by  the  conqueror,  the  oatha  of 
Henry  himself,  and  of  several  Trelates  and  Princes  as  hia  sponsors, 
wen-  pledged  ;  and  then,  in  the  name  of  Him  who  had  declared  that 
His  kingdom  was  not  of  ihis  M'orM,  and  as  the  succesaor  of  Hira  who 
had  forbidden  t(»  all  lUsliops  any  loni^-liip  over  the  lieritaj^t  of  Christ, 
the  solemn  words  of  poutitical  aljsulutiou  rescued  the  degniiled  Em- 
peror iVom  the  forfeit  to  which  he  bad  been  conditionally  sentenced 
by  the  confederates  at  Tribur. 

Another  expiation  was  yyt  to  be  made  to  the  injuritl  majesly  of 
the  Tiara.  He  in  wliom  the  dynasties  of  Cwear,  of  Chiirlemagne, 
and  of  Olho  had  tlieir  repreueDtative,  might  still  be  compelled  to  en- 
dure one  last  and  galling  contumely.  Holding  in  his  hand  the 
seeming  bread,  wliieh  (as  he  beli«ved)  words  of  far  more  than  mlnv- 
^^^ouB  power  had  just  transmuted  into  the  vei^'  body  which  di(>d 
^^■id  was  entombed  at  Calvary — "  Bi.'liold  ! "  exckiinied  the  Poutiff, 
^^■^ng  )iis  keen  and  flashing  eye  on  the  jaded  countenance  of  theun- 
^Hvjipy  Monarch,  "behold  thp  body  of  the  Lord  I  lie  it  tliisdaythe 
witness  of  my  innocence.  May  the  Almighty  God  now  free  me 
from  the  suspicion  of  the  guilt  of  whicli  I  have  been  aecusi-d  by  thee 
and  thine,  if  I  be  really  inuoceut !  Slay  He  this  very  day  smite  me 
with  a  sudden  death,  if  1  be  really  guilty  '."  Amidst  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  bystanders,  he  then  looked  up  to  heaven,  aud  bi-oke  and 
ate  the  conseirmted  element  '*  And  now,"  he  excL-iinietl,  turning 
oncv  more  un  tlie  awe-8trii:kcn  Henry  that  eye  wliirh  neither  age 
oould  dim  nnr  pity  soften  ;  "  if  thou  art  conscious  of  thine  innocence, 
anil  assureil  that  the  charges  brought  against  thee  by  thine  own 
opponents  ans  falsi'  and  calumnious,  free  the  Church  of  God  from 
•cukIaI,  and  thyself  from  suspicion,  and  take  as  an  appeal  to  heaven 
thir  (xxly  of  the  Lonl." 

ihal,  in  open  contradiction  to  hia  own  recent  prayers  and  pcnanees^ 
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thn  penitent  shotild  havfl  accepted  thm  insulting  cballonge,  "wa*  ob- 
•I'iouiily  miposeibie.  He  trembled,  luid  evaded  itv  At  length,  whc-n 
bis  wounded  spirit,  and  liolfdilV-iess  frame,  cuuld  endure  no  mart*,  a 
banqimt  was  sen^ftii,  wlierH,  Kiipprewiing  the  agonipa  of  shaiiip  aud 
rag©  with  vrhich  his  bosom  was  to  heave  from  that  niomeut  to  hia 
last,  he  r.Iosetl  this  aceno  of  wrptchcdncss,  by  accepting  tlie  hospital- 
ilits,  fihaj-ing  in  the  familiar  diiMiourse,  and  submitting  to  the  bene- 
diclious,  of  the  man  who  had  in  his  person  given  proofs,  till  then 
unimagined,  of  the  depths  of  ignominy  to  which  the  Temporal  cliief 
of  L'hri6t«ndom  nught  be  depresaed  hy  an  audacious  use  of  the  po wen 
of  her  t^clpsiastical  licad. 

The  Lombanl  lord^  who  had  hailed  the  arrival  of  their  Sovereigzi 
in  Italy,  hud  graduotiy  overtaken  his  rapid  lulviuico  to  CanoBsa. 
There.  mttrahaUcd  in  the  aiJjaceut  valleys,  they  anxiously  awaited, 
from  day  to  day,  inteliigt-ncfi  of  what  might  be  passing  within  tlie 
foiln^sa,  when  at  length  the  gates  were  thrown  open,  aud,  att^^ndt-d 
.  only  by  tlic  usual  c'piseo|>al  rijtinue,  a  bishop  was  seen  to  descend 
from  the  steep  path  which  led  to  their  cncampmeut.  He  umoimccd 
thai  Henry  had  submitted  himaelf  to  the  present  di&cipliite  and  to 
the  futm-e  guidance  of  the  Pope,  and  had  received  hia  ghostly  abso- 
lution ;  and  that  on  the  aiimt^  terms  his  Holiness  wiw  ready  to  bestow 
the  some  grace  on  his  less  guilty  followers.  As  the  tidings  of  thia 
papal  inctory  ficw  from  rank  to  rank,  the  mountains  echoed  with  one 
protracted  shout  of  indignation  and  defiance.  The  Lombards  spumed 
the  pardon  of  HiJdebrand — an  usurper  of  the  Apojut^dic  throuu,  him- 
Btilf  excommunifaled  by  the  deeret^s  of  German  and  It^diau  Synods. 
They  ilcniwl  the  authority  of  the  Em|ieror,  deba.std  as  he  now  was 
by  concessions  unworthy  of  a  king,  and  by  indignities  dif^racoful  to 
a  soldier.  They  vowed  to  take  the  crown  from  his  disJionoured  head, 
to  place  it  on  the  brows  of  liis  son,  the  yet  infant.  Cojirad  ;  tomarDh 
iinnit'diately  to  KoniP,  and  there  to  depose  tlie  pnmd  Churchman  who 
hnd  thus  dared  to  humble  to  the  dust  the  majesty  of  the  Franconian 
line,  and  of  the  Lomhani  name. 

In  the  midst  of  this  militiiri,'  tumult,  the  gates  of  Conossa  wct« 
again  tJii-own  open,  and  Henry  himself  was  seen  descending  to  tlie 
camp,  bis  ntdile  figure  bowed  down,  and  his  lordly  countenance  over- 
cast with  unwonted  emotions.  As  he  passed  along  the  Lombard 
lines,  every  eye  oxpreeswl  contempt,  and  derision  woa  on  every  tongue. 
But  the  Italian  was  not  the  German  spirit  They  could  at  once  d&- 
•pise  and  obey.  Following  the  stondtml  of  their  degraded  monarch, 
tliey  conducted  him  to  Keggio,  where,  in  a  conclave  of  ecclesiastic*, 
he  instantly  proceeded  to  concert  schemes  for  their  deliverance,  aud 
for  hia  own,  revenge. 


iTthin  a  rinpk  iroek  from  the  nhsolution  of  Tanossn,  Orcf^oTy  was 
on  liis  way  to  Munlua  to  huld  a  council,  to  which  tho  Kuipcrnr  had 
invited  hiui,  with  the  treacherous  dt'^lj^'U  (if  the  ^itipitl  hi^toriitus  amy 
lie  crfeilited)  of  a«izing  and  imprismiing  Inui  llnrv.  Th**  vigilunw  of 
MutiMa  n^m-ued  her  Holy  Father  fn.'iii  the  ri-al  or  imaginary  thin^iT. 
From  the  luuika  of  tho  I*o  sh(>  condnctcd  hini  Imflt,  under  thu  rwort 
of  hor  troops,  to  the  shelter  of  her  aative  mountain-futitiiess.  lUa 
Dciith  in  his  own  iafallihiljty  taust  have  undei^one  a  severe  triid.  The 
Impi^rtul  ainnt^r  ht^  had  fianloued  was  giving  daily  proof  that  the 
hefut  of  man  is  not  to  be  penL-imte*!  even  by  Paj>al  eyes,  Henry 
was  cxr-rcisinK,  with  ostentiitinn,  tho  prerogatives  he  had  so  lately 
Towcd  to  forego.  He  hud  cast  ofl'  the  ahjecl  tone  of  the  cuufes- 
Bionol  ^Ul  his  royal  instincte  were  in  full  actiinty.  lie  breathud 
deiiance  a^aiuat  the  Poutill' — neized  and  impnst-'iiL'd  lus  ltig;itt'S — re- 
calitxl  to  his  presence  his  oxcoimuurii<-^t<'<i  cuuncillui-B — hetame  once 
more  strenuoun  for  his  rights — and  waa  reoonipeused  by  one  eimnl- 
taneoufl  hurst  of  sympathy,  enthusiasm,  and  devotednesa,  from  hia 
Italian  suhjecta 

To  baliince  the  ominoua  power  thus  nsing  against  him.  Gregory 
now  received  an  accession  of  dignity  and  of  inlluenee  on  which  his 
enlugists  arc  unwilling  to  dwell.  The  discipline  of  the  Church,  and 
Ihe  fate  of  tho  Empire,  were  not  the  only  suhjecta  of  his  solicitude 
vhile  sheltered  in  the  castle  and  city  of  tho  Tusian  heroine.  The 
world  waa  startled  and  acandalised  by  the  intelligence,  that  his 
princely  hostess  liad  granted  all  her  hereditary  states  to  her  Apostoliu 
goest,  and  to  his  suco.ei«ot8  for  ever,  in  full  allodial  dotniuiun.  By 
ecmci  Mge  of  the  law,  who  drew  up  the  act  of  cewion,  it  is  ascribed 
to  her  dread  of  the  Emperor's  hostility.  A  nobler  impulse  is  ascrt)te<l 
to  the  mistnj^s  of  Liguria  and  Tuscany,  in  the  hobbling  voraea  of  her 
morv  honest  chaplain.  Peter,  he  says,  bore  the  keys  of  heaven,  and 
•MaliMa  had  reftolved  to  bear  the  Etririan  keys  of  I'eter's  p;itrini!my, 
in  no  othiT  charact^^r  than  that  of  doorkeeper  to  Peter.  With 
what  Iviii^ity  tho  splendid  inheritjinre  waa  accepted,  may  also  be 
leonjed  from  the  worthy  versitier.  At  this  hour  Pope  (Jregory  the 
SixlennUi  holds  some  jxirts  of  his  territorial  dominion  in  virtue  of 
I  grunt.  Hihlehrand  is  one  of  the  saints  of  the  Church,  and  one 
t^  heroes  of  the  world.  He,  therefore,  escapes  the  reproach  of 
I  grave  an  abuse  of  tlio  hospitidity  of  the  GtvaX  Countess,  and  of 
the  confidence  she  repos^jd  in  her  spiritual  guide.  The  WMirser  re- 
proach in  which  it  has  involved  thero  both  will  be  adopt^Kl  by  no 
one  who  has  ever  watched  the  weaving  of  the  mystic  bonds  which 
knit  together  tho  female  and  the  sacerdotal  hearts.  It  waa  the  age 
of  feudalism,  not  of  chivahj.    Yet  when  chivalry  came,  and  Hi 
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Jjiuis  himself  aJoruetl  it,  would  he,  if  ho  tried,  havo  resiated  the 
tt'mi)tfltiun  under  which  St  Gregorj'  fellt  It  i«,  probably,  well  for 
the  iimie  of  that  illustrious  priuce  that  his  virtue  was  never  aubjectfid 
to  80  severe  a  tca-t. 

Canossa,  the  sceno  of  this  mcniorablo  ccsdon,  was,  at  the  some 
time,  the  (jriduu  of  hiiu  to  whom  it  was  made.  All  the  yaanes  were 
besot  with  Hem7'8  troops.  AU  the  Lombard  aiid  Tuscan  cities 
were  in,  Henry's  poswessiou.  His  ri'Viving  courage  hud  kindled  the 
zeal  of  his  ndhereuts.  He  was  no  longer  an  outcast  to  be  traniidttd 
down  with  impumty ;  but  tho  leader  of  a  formidable  host,  with 
whom  even  the  Vicar  of  Christ  must  condescend  to  temporise. 

In  the  wild  defiles  of  tlie  Alps,  swift  messengers  from  the  Princes 
to  the  Pope  hurripd  past  snlemn  Ic^tes  fnjm  the  Pope  to  the 
Princes — they  urging  his  instant  ajipearanco  at  Augsburg — he 
exhorting  them  tv  avoid  any  decision  in  liis  absence.  Mitied 
emissaries  also  passed  from  Gregory  to  the  Kmperor,  simimoning 
him  to  attend  thu  Diet  within  a  time  by  whieh  no  one  miwafted 
by  wiiiga  or  steam  cmild  havo  rearhed  tbe  place,  and  rpipuyiting 
from  him  a  suicidal  safe-conduct  for  bis  i»ontificttl  judge.  Tlie  Pope 
wiLS  now  Kimfinwl  to  the  weapons  with  which  men  of  the  gown  con- 
tend with  men  of  the  sword.  His  prescience  foreboded  a  civil  war. 
fiis  policy  was  to  assume  the  guidance  of  the  German  league  just  hir 
enough  to  maintain  his  lofty  claims,  not  far  enough  to  be  irrevocably 
committed  to  tho  leaguers.  A  plauaible  apology  for  his  absence  was 
necessary.  It  was  afl'orded  by  Henry's  rejection  of  demands  which 
•were  made  only  that  they  might  be  rejected. 

To  Otho  and  to  the  aspiring  Ifudolf  such  subtleties  were  alike 
unfamiliiirand  uiihtiapccted.  Those  stout  soldierti  and  simple  Geniians 
knew  tluit  the  Pope  had  depoiied  their  King,  and  had  absolved  them 
from  their  allcgianre.  They  doubted  not,  therefore,  that  he  was. 
bound  heart  and  soid  to  their  cause.  Or  if,  in  the  assembly  which 
they  h«ld  at  Furcheim,  a  doubt  woe  whispered  of  Italian  honour  or 
of  PontiJical  faith,  it  was  silenced  by  the  ])resence  there  of  Papal 
legates,  who  sedulously  ewellwl  tho  tide  of  invectivo  against  Henry. 
At  first,  indeoil,  they  dissnadi-d  tlie  immediate  choice  of  a  rival 
eovereign.  But  to  the  demand  of  the  Princes  for  prompt  and  de- 
cisive meoaurea,  they  gave  their  ready  assent.  They  advised  them, 
it  is  true,  to  confer  no  hereditary  title  on  the  object  of  their  choice. 
Tet  when,  in  defiance  of  tbat  advice,  tbe  choice  was  made,  they 
eoleronly  contimied  it  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority,  of  Gregory. 
They  ilid  not,  certainly,  voio  for  the  election  of  Rudolf;  but,  when 
the  shouts  of  the  multitude  announced  his  accession  to  the  Teutonic 
throne,  they  placed  the  crown  on  his  head.    That  Hildcbraud  did 
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not  ili.savnTT  Iheee  acts  of  hia  rfiprnspiilativran,  hut  avn-Tlftl  liiraself  of 
tho  oUiiiuctis  aoil  oitU  to  bo  durived  iVom  them,  oppcarcd  to  these 
downright  captainti  abundantly  siifficient  to  bind  huii  in  c-tmscience 
and  ill  honour.  That  the  Pope  Imd  not  the  sliglitext  inteiitioii  of 
bein>;  so  bound,  unless  it  uhould  chance  to  miit  liis  own  convenieuce, 
is,  hawcvftr,  past  dispute.  ICvRn  in  the  nineteenth  eentury  he  haa 
found,  in  M.  I'Abbd  Juger,  an  apologist  wha  absolv'c>^  liiin  from  ull 
peeponBibiiity  for  the  acts  uf  his  legates  at  the  Diet  of  l-'orvheiin, 
because  they  were  adopted  n'ithout  awaiting  his  own  personal  itrrivaL 
Tlie  Diet  might  jofib  as  reoaonably  have  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
Hilleuniuin. 

llie  deenitals  of  Rome,  of  Trihur,  of  Canossa,  and  of  Fort^heim, 
were  now  to  hear  thuir  proper  fruila — iruitA  of  bitter  taale,  and  of 
cril  augury.  At  the  moment  when  the  cathednil  of  Mentz  wa^ 
pouriiiff  forth  the  crowds  whd  had  just  listened  to  the  coronation 
oath  of  Rudolf,  tlic  cla«h  of  arma,  the  cries  of  conibj^tant'^,  and  the 
shrieks  of  the  dying,  mingled,  strangely  and  mournfully,  with  the 
sacred  anthems  and  the  sungit  of  revellera.  An  idle  frolic  of  some 
Swahiau  Boldiera  had  kindled  into  rage  the  sullen  spirit  with  wMch 
the  partisans  of  Henrj-  had  gazed  on  that  unwelcome  pageant ;  and 
the  lirwl  rudo  and  c-xiiJipM rated  voice  waa  echoe*l  by  thou*md8  who 
leamtnl,  from  those  awlamationa,  the  swiret  of  thfir  numbers  and 
their  .'ttn-ngth.  Tho  di.'^covery  and  tho  agitation  sprrad  fnim  city  t« 
city,  and  roused  the  whole  German  people  from  the  Rhino  to  the 
Oder.  Men's  hearts  yearned  over  their  exiled  king.  They  remem- 
bered that,  but  twelve  short  years  before,  he  had  been  basely  stolen 
'~om  his  mother  by  churchmen,  wlio  had  yet  more  basely  eorrupt«d 
They  commpraorated  his  courage,  his  courtesy,  and  his  muni- 
ficence; lliey  pardoned  liis  faults  as  the  excesses  of  youth,  and  rc- 
aentcd,  as  insults  to  themselves,  tho  indignities  of  Canosisa,  and  tho 
treason  of  Forcheim.  In  this  reflux  of  public  opiuion,  the  loyal  and 
tba  brave,  all  wlio  cherished  the  honours  of  the  crown,  and  all  who 
desii«d  the  indupeudeuce  of  the  state,  were  supported  by  tho  multi- 
tudes to  witom  the  papal  edicts  agaiiiBt  simony  and  cli^rii^al  marriages 
iron  fraught  with  disaster,  and  by  tluit  still  more  numerous  body 
who,  at  all  timps,  lend  their  voices  and  their  arms  to  swell  the 
triumph  of  every  rising  cause.  To  this  confederacy  Rudolf  had  to 
oppose  the  alliance  of  the  princes,  secular  and  ecclesiastical,  the  de- 
voted 2eal  of  tliB  Saxon  people,  and  the  secret  support,  nither  than 
the  frank  and  o|M'n  countenance,  of  tho  Pope.  TLo  aliock  of  theee 
hostjli!  {lowi-ra  waa  near  anil  inevitable. 

In  the  spring  of  1077,  tidings  were  spread  throughout  Oormany 
of  the  Junperoi'fi  arrival  to  the  northward  of  tho  Alps.    From  Fran- 
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cnnio.  the  seat  of  his  house,  from  the  firuitful  province  of  Burgundy, 
and  from  the  BuliL-mian  mountains,  he  was  greeted  with  an  enthu- 
siaslic  welcome.  Many  even  of  the  Bavarians  and  Swabians  revolted 
in  his  favour.  His  standard  once  more  floated  over  all  the  greater 
citadels  of  the  Rhine,  lie  who,  six  months  before,  had  fled  from 
fipires  a  solitary  wanderer,  was  now  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  anny, 
conlrLilliiig  the  whole  of  Southum  Germany,  laying  waste  the  ttTri- 
torius  of  hi>i  rivals,  and  threatening  them  with  a  signal  retrihution. 

Amiihit  the  rising  tempest  tlio  voice  of  Gregory  vaa  heani  ;  but 
it  was  no  longer  trumpet^tongued  and  battling  with  the  stoi-m.  The 
supreme  earthly  judge,  the  dread  avenger,  had  subsided  into  the 
pacilit  mediator.  In  the  name  of  Peter  he  eujoiued  either  king  to 
send  him  a  safe-conduct,  that  he  might,  in  person,  arbitrate  between 
them  and  stop  the  ef!u.sLon  of  Christiiui  blood  A  safe  but  an  im- 
practicable ofl"i'r;  an  indirect  but  sigtiiiieant  avowal  of  neutnility 
between  the  sovereign  he  had  so  latidy  deposed  and  the  sovereign 
whom,  by  his  legatea,  he  had  so  lately  crowne<l !  Thus  ignobly 
withdrawing  from  the  contest  lie  had  kindled,  Hildebrand  returned 
iVom  Canos,sa  to  the  papal  city.  The  Great  Countess,  as  iL^ual, 
attended  oa  the  commander  of  hia  gnani  Rome  received  in  triumph 
her  new  Genuauicus,  and  decrood  an  ovation  to  Lia  evcr-faitlLful 
Agrippina. 

Wiile  the  glories  of  Canoesa  were  thus  celebrated  by  rejoioiiigs 
in  the  Christian  capital,  they  were  expiated  by  blood  in  the  plains 
of  Saxony.  Contiding  in  the  solemn  acta  of  the  Pope  and  his 
legates,  the  Saxuiis  had  thronged  to  the  defejicG  of  the  crown  of 
Ruduli".  and  tliey  had  sustained  it  undauntedly.  But  the  bravest 
quailed  ul  the  intelligence  liiat  Ort^ory  had  disowned  the  cause  of 
the  Church  and  of  their  native  land ;  and  that,  even  in  the  palace 
of  tlie  Latcran,  the  ambassadors  of  Henry  were  received  with 
honours,  and  with  a  deference  denie<l  to  the  humbler  envoys  of  his 
rival.  Sag.icity  far  inferior  to  that  of  Hildebrand  could,  at  that 
time,  Imve  divined  that  the  sword  alone  could  decide  such  a  quarrel 
— that  the  sword  of  Ifenry  was  the  keener  of  the  two — and  that,  by 
the  coniiul  adoption  of  the  cause  of  either,  the  Pope  might  draw  on 
hiiuaelf  the  vengeance  of  tlie  conqueror.  To  paui^e,  to  vacillate,  and 
to  soothe,  had  therefore  become  the  policy  of  the  sovereign  of  the 
pajiol  states  ;  but  to  bo  silent  or  inactive  in  such  a  strife  would  have 
been  to  abdicate  one  of  the  higlitst  prerogatives  of  tlie  Papacy. 
Pontifical  l^at«s  trnveRcd  Europe.  Puntihcal  epistles  demanded 
the  submifision  of  the  comUitauts.  Pontitical  warning  denounced 
vocs  on  the  disobedient.  But  no  pontifical  voire  explained  who 
vas  to  bo  obeyed  or  who  opfoaed,  what  was  to  be  done  or  what  fup- 


1TTT.DKBRAKD. 


47 


IwiniP.  Disccminji  remlrrs  of  these  inaiifliitfJt  tiniLnrstooJ  them  as 
an  intimfttioQ  that,  on  the  victorious  sulc  (whichever  that  side  might 
lw>)  thf?  f>ontifif:al  jfower  would  ultimately  bo  found. 

The  api>eal  fntm  tliese  dark  unifies  to  the  uiiamhijjruous  sword 
was  iii«t  nuiile  by  the  rival  kin{<»  in  the  autuiuu  of  1078.    They 
net  on  the  bauk^  of  the  Stren.on  tlie  plains  of  MelrichetadL    Earh 
driven  from  the  field  with  enormous  loag ;  Henry  by  his  in- 
"▼(^t'f'mtfl  antagonii^t  titho  ;  Kudolf  by  Count  IIcTbard.  the  linutcnant 
of  Henry.    I'^ch  claimed  the  victory.    An  issue  so  unilrHiisive  could 
dniw  from  the  circumspf-ct  PoiiLiir  nothing  nioro  deiinite  than  re- 
newed exhortations  to  rely  on  th«  Holy  Peter ;  and  could  urjje  him 
to  nn  mpiwnrc  more  baxardnus  than  that  of  ennvening  a  new  t^onnciJ 
Bt  tlie  Jjit^ran.     Tlirm  appeared  the  Inipmal  envoys  wiih  hollow 
TOWS  of  obedience,  and  Saxon  measen':;era  invoking  some  intelligiblo 
Qtiuiation  of  the  judgment  and   purposes  of  tlio  Apostolic  See. 
tun  the  Pope  E?t«nwl,  epoke,  exhorted,  threatened ;  and  left  the 
MetHltng  world  to  int£rprel  aa  it  might  the  mystic    sense  of  the 
Inlallible. 

Tt.»  that  bravft  and  trathdoving  people  fmm  whom,  at  the  dietonco 
of  four  wuturies,  Luther  was  to  rise  for  the  dellveTance  of  mankind, 
those  Bubteri'uges  apj>eured  in  their  Kid  light  The  Saxon  annaliat 
hat*  pniserved  three  lettere  sent  by  liis  coimlr>nneu  on  this  occaaion 
to  Gr^-gLtry,  which  he  must  have  rejul  with  admiration  and  with 
shame.  "  Vou  know,  and  the  lettfrs  of  y(<ur  HuIuu-ms  att^-st  fanch  ia 
tli'-ir  imlignant  remonstrance),  (hat  it  was  by  no  a<lvi<;o  nor  for  any 
interest  of  OUTS,  but  for  wrongs  done  to  the  Holy  See,  that  you  de- 
posed, our  king,  and  forbade  ua,  under  fearful  menaces,  to  &cknaw- 
leflge  him.  We  have  obeyed  you  at  great  danger,  and  at  tho  expense 
of  horrible  fiull'imngs.  Many  of  us  have  lost  their  prt){)erty  and  their 
liv^e,  and  have  bequeathed  hopele-ss  poverty  to  their  children.  We 
l^bo  sarvire  aw  without  the  meanfi  of  laibsistence,  delivered  over  to 
'  utmost  agonies  of  distress.  The  reward  of  our  wicrifice^  is,  that 
be  who  wiu>  compelled  to  cojit  hlmm^If  at  your  feet  has  been  absolved 
ritliottl  punislimcnt,  and  has  been  permitted  to  crush  ua  to  tho  very 
yss  of  mieery.  After  our  king  had  been  solemnly  deposed  in  a 
Bynnd,  and  another  chosen  in  virtue  of  the  Aimstolic  authority,  tho 
cry  matter  thus  decided  is  again  brought  into  <iue,stion,  A\liat 
ejtecially  peqjlexwi  ua  simple  folk  is,  that  the  legates  of  Henry, 
hough  excommunicatod  by  your  legates,  are  well  rcceive<l  at  Rome, 
Hrtiy  Father,  your  piety  assures  us  that  you  are  guided  by  honour- 
^ahle,  nnt  by  subtle  %-iewij ;  but  we  are  too  gross  to  understand  them. 
~Te  can  only  explain  to  you  that  this  management  of  two  parties  has 
civil  war,  murder,  pillage,  conflagration.     If  we,  helplesa 
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aheep  !  liml  fiiiled  in  any  point  of  dnty,  the  vengeance  of  the  Holjrl 
Seo  would  have  oviirtiikwi  ua.     \Miy  exhibit  so  much  forbearanc 
when  you  have  to  do  with  wolves  wlio  have  ravaji<?d  the  Lord's  foldl 
Wc  conjure  you  to  loolt  iuto  your  uwn  heart,  U)  remember  your  ov 
honour,  to  fear  the  wrath  of  God,  and  for  your  own  sftkc,  if  not  fa 
love  of  ua,  rescue  yoursolf  from  responaibiJity  for  the  torrents 
hhxxl  [Kiiii'pd  nut  in  our  land." 

To  these  pathttio  appeals  Oregoiy  answered  glowlyand  reluctantly, 
by  disavowing  the  at:U  of  his  Icgiites  at  Foi-ehcim  ;  by  exlollitij:;  his 
own  justice,  courage,  and  Jifiiutarefftedneas ;  by  invoking  the  sup- 
port ot'  all  orders  of  men  in  Germany ;  and  by  assuring  them,  in 
scriptural  language,  of  the  Balvallon  of  sucli  "as  should  persevere 
to  the  cntL"  But  the  hour  for  bUmlishmenl*  had  passed  away.  Tlio 
day  of  wrath,  uud  the  [niM'er  of  llie  swoid,  had  come. 

Tlie  snow  covered  the  eartli,  and  the  frost  had  chained  the  rivera, 
when,  in  the  winter  of  1079-80,  the  armies  of  Ilcnry  and  lludilf 
were  ilrawn  np,  in  hostile  linea,  at  the  village  of  Fladenheim,  nt.*ar 
MulhiiuBcn.  Henry  was  the  assailant,  but  Kudolf.  though  driven 
with  great  loss  from  the  field,  was  Ihe  conqueror ;  for  in  that  tiehl 
the  dreaded  Otho  again  commanded,  and  by  hia  akill  and  courage  a 
lout  was  turned  int-o  a  victory. 

The  intelligence  arrived  at  Rome  at  the  moment  when  Gregory 
was  presiding  there  in  the  mo^t  numerous  of  the  many  councils  he 
lisd  convened  at  the  Latemu.  Long-suppivJwetl  shame  for  his  igrmhle 
indecision,  the  murmurs  of  the  aawmUetl  prelates,  a  voice  fnnn 
Heaven  amUble,  as  we  are  told,  to  his  sense  alone,  and  above  all  the 
tiiumphant  field  of  Fladenheim,  combined  to  overcome  his  long- 
cherifthcrd  but  timid  policy,  llising  from  his  throne  ivith  the  majesty 
of  his  earlier  days,  the  Pope,  in  tlie  niuiies  of  Pet<T  and  of  Paul. ''  of 
God,  and  of  hU  holy  mother  Mary."  excomniuni<-ated  Henry,  took 
from  him  the  government  of  hie  stjites,  deprived  him  of  his  myal 
rank,  forbaxle  all  Christian  people  to  rea^ive  him  as  their  king, 
"gave,  granted,  and  conceded"  that  Jludolf  might  nile  the  German 
and  Itaium  Empire ;  and  with  hlcasingH  on  Kudolfs  adherents,  and 
CUI9CS  on  his  foes,  dissolved  the  assembly.  Tlieu,  moved,  as  he 
1)elie^-ed,  by  a  divine  impulse,  he  proceeded  to  the  altai,  and  uttered 
ft  pre<Iictiim  that  ere  tlie  Church  ^liotild  celebrate  the  fcwtiTal  of  the 
Prince  of  the  Apostle^",  Henry,  her  rebellious  outcast,  should  neither 
roign,  nor  live,  to  molest  her. 

A  perilous  prophecy  I  Henry  was  no  longer  the  exile  of  Triljnr, 
nor  the  [>enitent  of  (.'iinossa.  Yet  his  own  rage,  on  hearing  of  this 
new  ii>u[>al  sentence,  did  not  bum  so  fiercely  as  the  wrath  of  his 
adherents. 
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With  the  sanction  of  thirty  bishops,  a  new  Anti-Pope,  Guibert  of 
Eavenna,  was  olectetl  at  Brixen  j  and  at  every  court  in  Euroj)e  Im- 
perial embassies  demanded  support  for  the  common  cause  of  ail 
temporal  sovereigns.  In  every  part  of  Germany  troops  ivere  levied, 
and  Henry  marched  at  the  hea^l  to  crush  the  one  German  power  in 
alliance  with  liome.  But  that  power  was  still  animated  by  the 
Saxon  spirit,  and  was  still  sustained  by  the  claims  of  Eudoif,  and 
by  the  penius  of  Otho. 

On  tlie  bright  dawn  of  an  autumnal  day  his  forces,  drawn  up  on 
the  smiling  batiks  of  the  Elster,  raised  the  sacred  song  of  the  He- 
brows, — "  Goil  standeth  in  the  congregiition  of  princes  ;  he  is  a  judge 
among  Gods  ; " — and  flung  thetnsolves  on  the  far-extended  lines  of 
Henry's  army  ;  who,  with  emulous  devotion,  met  them  with  the 
hardly  less  sublime  canticle, — "To  Deum  lauilamus."  Cries  more 
welcome  to  the  demons  of  war  soon  stilled  these  sacred  strains  ;  cries 
of  despair,  of  anguish,  and  of  terror.  They  first  rose  from  one  of 
Heme's  squai.lrons,  which,  aliirmed  by  the  fall  of  their  captain,  re- 
ceded ;  and,  in  their  retn^at,  spread  tlimugh  the  rest  a  panic,  a  pause, 
and  a  momentaiy  confusion.  Tliat  moment  was  enough  for  the  eagle 
glance  of  Otho.  Ho  rushed  on  the  wavering  Imperialists  ;  and,  ero 
that  bright  sun  had  reached  tlio  meridian,  thousands  had  fallen  by 
the  Saxon  sword,  or  had  perished  in  the  blood-stained  river.  The 
Tictt)ry  was  complete,  the  exultation  rapturous.  Shouts  of  glory  to 
the  Got!  of  battles,  thanksgivings  for  the  dcUverance  of  Saxony, 
pseans  of  immortal  honour  to  Otho,  the  noblest  of  her  sons,  soothed 
or  exasperated  the  agonies  of  the  dying ;  when  the  triumph  was 
turned  into  sudden  and  irremediable  mourning.  On  the  field  which 
ha<l,  apparently,  secured  his  crown,  Rudolf  himself  had  fallen.  He 
fell  by  an  illustrious  arm.  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  the  hero  of  the 
Jerusalem  Ddive.red,  struck  the  fatal  blow.  Another  sword  severed 
the  right  hand  itom  the  arm  of  Eudoif.  "  It  is  the  hand,"  he  cried, 
as  his  glazing  eye  rested  on  it,  *'  with  wliich  I  confirmed  my  fealty 
to  Henry  my  lord."  At  once  elevated  by  so  signal  a  victory,  and 
depressed  by  these  penitent  misgivings,  his  spirit  passed  away,  leaving 
his  adherents  to  the  mercy  of  his  rivaL 

The  same  sun  which  jvitnessed  the  ruin  of  Henry's  army  on  tho 
Elster,  looked  down  on  a  conflict,  in  which,  on  that  eventftil  morn- 
ing, the  forces  of  Matilda,  in  the  Mantuan  territory,  fled  before  his 
own.  He  now,  once  more,  descended  into  Italy.  He  came,  not, 
as  formerly,  a  pilgrim  and  an  exile  ;  but  at  the  head  of  an  army  de- 
voted to  lus  person,  and  defying  all  carnal  enemies,  and  all  spiritual 
censures.  He  came  to  encounter  Hildebrand,  destitute  of  all  Trans- 
alpine alliances,  and  supported,  even  in  Italy,  by  no  power  but  that 
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of  Matilda  ;  for  ihe  Konnan  Ihtke  of  Apulia  v.r8  far  avar,  attttapt- 
uig  Uic  conquest  of  the  £a8lt>m  capital  uud  Kmpire.  But  llcni^ 
Ictl  in  his  rear  t-ho  in'V'uicible  Saxonn,  and  t]t«  liero  vlio  aiiimiaudud 
tliem.  To  ])revent  a  direivion  in  that  quarter  the  £n)peror  prupoeed 
to  abdicate  hia  dominion  in  Saxony  in  favour  of  Conrad,  hh  eon. 
But  Otho  (a  nu;rry  talker,  as  hia  annalist  iufornta  us)  ivji^ct«d  tbd 
project  with  the  remuxk,  that  **  the  calf  of  a  viciauB  biill  usually 
proved  vicious."  Lf.'aviug,  therefore,  this  iniplatublo  enemy  to  his 
macbiuatione,  the  Empei-or  pressed  forward  ;  and  before  the  summer 
of  1080,  the  citizena  of  iCome  saw,  from  their  walla,  the  Gunuan 
Btandardji  in  hostile  array  in  the  Campagna. 

In  the  preseuee  of  such  danger  the  gallant  Bpirit  of  the  aged  Pop© 
ouce  more  rose  and  c^ctiUed.  Uo  convened  a  SymKl  to  atteat  his  last 
defiance  of  bis  fumiidable  enemy.  He  exhorted  the  German  prinoee 
to  elect  a  succe«fior  to  Rudolf.  In  letters  of  impasaioned  eloquence, 
he  again  maintained  his  supremacy  over  all  the  kings  and  rulers  of 
mankind.  He  welcomed  penecutiun  ua  the  badge  of  his  holy  calling  ; 
andf  while  the  beaiegers  were  at  the  gatea,  be  disposed  (at  least  in 
■words)  of  rujul  citjwiis,  and  diiilant  provinces,  Matilda  supplied 
him  with  money,  which,  for  a  while,  tranquillisod  the  Roman  popu- 
lace^ He  luniaidf,  as  we  are  aasured,  wrought  minifies  to  extioguitih 
conflagmtiona  kindled  by  their  tn>achery.  In  language  Bitch  aa 
iDBityra  use,  he  consoled  the  iMrtucrs  of  his  sutl'erings.  In  language 
Buch  BB  heroes  hreathe,  he  animatod  the  defenders  of  the  city.  Tho 
siege,  or  blockade,  continued  for  thn*e  years  unintpmiptedly,  except 
when  Henry's  troops  were  driven,  by  the  tleadJy  heats  of  autumn, 
to  the  neighbouring  hill&  Distivss,  and,  it  is  ollcgid,  bribery,  at 
length  subdued  the  courage  of  ttie  garrieion.  On  every  sidoclamonis 
were  heard  for  peace ;  for  Henry  demanded,  as  the  terms  of  peace, 
nothing  mure  than  the  zecoguitiun  of  his  Imperial  title,  and  his 
coronation  by  the  hands  of  Gregory.  Tlie  consM-ience,  perhaps  the 
pride,  of  Gregory  revolted  against  the  propoeal.  His  invincible  will 
opposed  and  silenced  the  outcries  of  the  famished  multitudes  ;  nor 
could  their  entreaties,  or  their  threats,  extort  from  him  more  than  a 
promise  that,  in  the  approaching  winter,  he  would  prt^pose  the  ques- 
tion to  ft  Pontilicol  Synod.  It  met,  by  the  permission  of  Henry,  on 
the  3flth  of  Novemlter,  1083.  It  was  the  latest  council  of  Gregory's 
pontiliiate.  A  few  bishops,  faithful  to  their  chief  and  to  his  cAuse, 
now  occupied  the  seats  so  often  thronged  by  mitred  churclimen. 
Every  pallid  cheek  and  anxious  eye  was  turned  to  him  who  occupied 
the  loftier  throne  in  the  centre  of  that  agitated  assembly.  Ho  rose, 
and  the  half-uttered  suggestions  of  fear  and  human  policy  wero 
hashed  into  deep  stiUueas  aa  ho  spoke.    He  spoke  of  the  glorious 
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example,  of  the  ligbt  affliction,  and  of  the  eternal  reward,  of  martyrs 
lor  the  faith.  He  apoke,  a«  d>'ing  fathers  speak  to  their  children,  of 
peace,  and  hope,  and  of  uoiisnlatioiL  But  he  spoke  also,  oa  inxpired 
prophets  spake  of  yoro  to  the  Kin^  of  Isi-aol,  dt^nouncing  the  swift 
venyeante  of  Ilcaviui  against  hw  oppressor.  The  eiiraptnrt'd  audience 
Mchiimeil  that  ihey  had  hearfl  the  voice  of  an  anj^eC  not  of  a  man. 
Gre^ry  dismissed  tlw  ajwembly,  and  cahnly  prepared  for  whatever 
extremity'  of  diKbreas  might  await  him. 

It  did  not  linger.  In  the  spring  of  1084  the  garrison  was  otm^ 
powvrod,  the  gates  were  t}irown  oj^en  to  the  besiegers,  and  Gregory 
sought  a  precarious  refuge  in  the  Castle  of  St  Angelo,  He  left  the 
gnat  Church  r<t'  the  I^teran  as  a  theatre  for  the  triumph  of  his  an- 
(Agonist  and  hia  rival.  Seated  on  the  Apostolic  throne,  Guihert,  the 
Anti-Pope  of  Urixen,  was  consecrated  there  by  the  title  of  Clement 
Ihe  'riiiril ;  and  then,  a«  the  suoceeeor  of  Peter,  he  placed  the  crown 
of  Germany  and  of  Italy  on  the  brows  of  Henry,  and  of  Bertha,  as 
they  knelt  before  him. 

And  now  Henry  had,  or  seemed  to  have,  in  his  grasp  tho  author 
of  the  shame  of  Canossa,  tff  the  anathemas  of  the  Lateran,  and  of 
the  civil  wars  a^d  rebellions  of  the  Empire.  The  base  populace  of 
Rome  were  alrt,.Jy  antioiiating,  with  sauKiiinary  joy,  the  himiilia- 
tion,  perhaps  the  death,  of  the  noblest  spirit  who  had  reigned  ther© 
since  the  B!au(;hter  of  Jnlius.  The  approaching  catastrophe,  wliat^ 
over  might  be  ita  form,  Gregory  was  prepared  tome^st,  with  a  serene 
eonfidence  in  God,  and  a  haughty  defiance  of  man.  A  few  hours 
more,  and  the  (Jostle  of  St  iVngelo  must  have  pelded  to  famine  or  to 
assanlt ;  when  the  aged  Pope,  in  the  very  agony  of  his  fate,  gathered 
title  reward  of  the  policy  with  which  he  had  cemented  the  allianc* 
between  the  X'ap&cy  and  the  Nonnan  conquerors  of  the  South  of 
Italy.  Robert  Guiscard,  returning  from  Constantinople,  flew  to  the 
nBcne  of  his  Suzerain.  Scouts  announced  to  Henry  the  approach  of 
a  mighty  host,  in  which  the  Nonnan  battle-axe,  and  the  cross,  were 
strangely  united  with  the  Saracenic  cimeter,  and  the  crescent.  A  pre- 
ctpit«b>  retreat  scarcely  rescued  his  enfeebled  troops  from  the  impend- 
ing danger.  He  abandoned  his  prey  in  a  fever  of  disappuiutnient. 
Unable  to  slake  his  thirst  for  vengeance,  he  might  perhaps  allay  it  by 
■BJpriHing  the  Great  Countess,  and  overwhelming  her  forces,  still  in 
•nnsiii  tiieModenew?.  But  he  was  himself  surprised  in  the  attempt  by 
her  superior  skill  and  vigilance.  Shouts  for  St  Peter  and  Matilda 
roused  the  retreating  Imi>erialists  by  night,  near  the  Castle  of  Sorbaria. 
They  retired  acro-ss  the  AJps,  with  such  a  loss  of  men,  of  oflicers, 
ttxul  of  tn>asnrc,  as  disabled  them  from  any  further  enterprises. 

The  EmpeioT  returned  into  Germany  to  reign  undisturbed  by  civil 
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war  ;  for  tlio  groat  Otlio  was  dead,  and  Herman  of  I.u\em1iurg,  who 
had  rutsumud  Uie  Iinpeml  title,  was  permitted  to  ahdicuto  it  with 
couteuiptuoua  impunity.  Honry  rutwrned,  however,  to  pn'|iure  for 
new  conflicts  with  the  Papacy — to  dmin  the  cup  of  loll,  of  dan|j:er, 
and  of  diatreas — and  to  die,  ut  length,  with  a  heart  bixilicu  hy  the 
panicidnl  cnielty  of  his  son.  I\'o  pmyora  were  said,  and  noroqniora 
sung,  over  the  luilwiUowed  grave  which  received  the  bones  of  the 
excommunicated  Muuarih.  Yet  they  were  conmiitt«d  to  the  earth 
with  the  best  and  the  kindest  obs&iniea.  Tlie  jiity  of  liis  enemies, 
the  hinii'iilation  of  liis  .stdijccts,  and  the  un1>iddi-n  Wm-a  of  the  poor, 
the  willows,  and  the  orphans,  who  crowiled  round  the  hier  of  their 
benoiiictor,  rendered  his  tomb  not  k-ss  sacred  than  if  it  had  b£^:'n 
blfissed  by  the  miittd  prayers  of  the  whole  Christian  Episcopacy. 
Those  nnbribed  moumfra  wept  over  a  Prince  to  whom  God  had 
given  u  large  heart  and  a  aipacious  mind  ;  but  who  liad  derived^ 
from  canoniwd  Bishops,  a  cuiTiiptiiig  p<lucation,  and  fi-om  a  too  early 
and  too  unchequercd  prosperity,  thu  development  of  cverj'  base  and 
craol  appetite  ;  but  to  whom  calamity  had  im|'ar1ed  a  sell'-dominion, 
from  whidi  none  couid  withhold  liis  respect,  and  an  autivo  sympathy 
with  sorrow,  to  wliich  none  coidd  refuse  his  love. 

With  happier  fortunes,  as,  indeed,  witli  loftier  virtues,  Matilda 
continued,  for  twentj'-fivo  years,  to  wngf.  war  in  defence  of  the  Apo- 
stolic See.  After  a  life  which  might  seem  to  helonR  to  the  pro^'ince 
of  roioance  rather  than  of  history,  she  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five, 
bequeathing  to  the  world  a  name  second,  in  the  annals  of  her  age, 
to  none  but  that  of  Uiltlobrand  himself. 

To  him  the  ICormau  rescue  of  the  Papal  city  brought  only  a  mo- 
mentary relief.  He  retuniexl  in  triumph  to  the  Uitcrau.  Ijut, 
witlkin  a  few  hours,  he  looked  from  the  walls  of  that  ancient  palac* 
on  a  scene  of  woe  suoli  ae,  till  then,  had  never  passed  before  him. 
A  sanguinaiT  eonteat  was  raging  between  the  forces  of  Robert  and 
the  citiiens  attached  to  Henry.  Every  street  was  barricaded ;  every 
house  had  IxH-oine  a  fortress.  Tlie  pealing  of  bells,  the  clash  of 
arms,  cries  of  fury,  and  shrieks  of  dt-spair,  iki^iiKHl  his  ears  in  dismal 
conctrrt.  "Wlien  Ujh  sun  tm-t  behind  the  Tusi-jin  hills  on  this  scene  of 
desolation,  another  light,  and  a  still  more  fearful  struggle,  succeeded. 
Flames  ascended  at  once  ironi  every  quarter.  They  leaped  from 
house  to  house,  enveloping  and  dcMlruying  wliat^'ver  was  most  splen- 
did or  most  sacred,  in  the  etliiices  of  me^Iiteval  Kume.  Amidst  the 
roar  of  the  conthiuratiun  they  had  liiiuUed,  and  by  its  purtfutous 
light,  thf*  fieire  Saracens,  and  tht*  nithleas  Northmen,  revelled  in 
pIundRT,  lust,  and  carnage,  like  dcmoua  by  the  glare  of  their  native 
pondexDoninm.     Gregnry  gazed  with  agony  on  tlie  rent  and  present 


war.  P<>rhap8  ho  thoiijjht  with  pemt«iico  on  tho  wars 
ho  hAd  kindWi  boynml  the  /VIpa.  Two-thinis  of  the  city  porished. 
Every  convent  waa  viulatml,  every  altar  prol'tuied,  and  multitudes 
drivMi  away  inlo  pMriMitual  and  hopel»fss  Bliivery. 

Htinsolf  a  v<.>hmUry  ojuIc,  <^ri;-^i.»ry  smij^ht,  in  the  Castle  of 
Sftlf^mo,  and  under  the  prottw^tinn  of  the  Normans,  the  security  ho 
could  no  longer  find  among  his  own  exasperated  auhjccts.  Age 
and  anxiety  weighed  heavily  upon  him.  An  unwonted  lassitude 
depressed  a  fniino  till  now  incapaMe  of  fatigue.  He  nx-o^jized  tho 
8UIUU10US  of  death,  and  Lis  eoiil  roow  with  unconquerably  power  to 
enlCirtAin  that  awful  viaitanL  He  aummrtned  round  hia  bwl  the 
Bishops  and  Canlinala  who  had  attended  his  flight  from  Rome.  He 
poased  befi^re  them,  in  tirm  and  rapid  retrospect,  the  incidents  of 
his  evejitfui  life.     Uo  maintained  the  truth  of  the  great  principles 

Sj  which  it  had  heen  governed  from  the  commencement  to  tho 
oee.  He  named  his  three  immediate  successors  in  the  Papacy. 
He  fta8ar^d  his  weeping  friends  of  his  Intercession  for  them  in 
heaTen.  He  forgave,  and  blessed,  and  absolved  his  enemies,  though 
with  the  resolute  exceptions  of  the  Emperor  and  tho  Auti-Pope. 
He  then  composed  himself  to  die.  His  faltering  lips  had  closed  uu 
th«  truLBttbetantiated  elements.  The  llnal  unction  had  given 
UBunnce  that  the  body,  so  soon  to  \«  committed  to  the  dost,  would 
OM  agun  in  honour  and  incorruption.  Anxious  Co  catch  the  last 
accents  of  that  once  oracular  voice,  the  mourners  wore  bending  over 
him.  when,  struggling  in  the  very  grasp  of  death,  ho  collected,  for 
one  Isdt  cflort,  his  failing  powers,  and  breatlied  out  his  spirit  with 
the  indignant  exclamation  —  "I  have  loved  righteuusuess,  and 
bated  iniquity  :  and  therefore  I  die  in  exile  ! " 


It  was  not  permitted,  oven  to  the  genius  of  Hildehrand,  to 
oondense,  into  a  single  sentence,  an  epitome  of  such  a  life  as  Iii& 
It  was  a  life  scarcely  intelligible  to  his  own  generation,  or  to  him- 
self nor  iiidwd  to  our  age,  except  by  the  light  of  that  ecclesiastiiuil 
histor)'  in  which  it  fnnns  so  important  an  era. 

It  had  ill  br-su-mfd  the  iiispin-d  wisdom  of  the  tent-maker  of 
Tutsus,  and  of  the  Galilean  fishermen,  to  have  founded  on  any  other 
than  a  popular  Iwais,  a  society  destined  to  encounter  the  enmity  of 
the  dominant  few,  by  the  zeal  of  the  devotwl  many.  From  the 
txtant  monunientij  of  their  lives  and  writ  ings,  it  nccordiugiy  appears 
that  they  conceded  lo  the  lay  multitude  an  ample  sliare  in  the 
finance,  llie  discipline,  and  tho  legislation  of  the  collHctive  body. 
Tlic  dcAcons  were  the  tribunes  of  the  Christian  people.  Tliia  was 
Ihc  age  of  Prosclytism. 
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In  the  sod  and  Bolemn  timee  which  followed,  occlosiastical  author- 
ity became  Bustere  and  tu-bitnuy,  and  sulimisstou  to  it  enthusiastic. 
Miirlyrs,  iu  Iho  cotit«^mplation  of  mortal  agouirair  and  of  an  o]>i>niu^ 
puiadiiiti,  had  no  thoughta  for  the  adjustment  and  baJancing  of 
sacerdotal  powers.  They  who  braved  the  wild  beasU  of  the  am[ihi> 
theatra,  or  the  ascetic  rigouis  of  the  wildGmesa,  were  the  hertx-s  of 
the  Church.  The  rest  aajok  into  a  dc^aUcd  caste.  But  all  laid  bore 
their  soul^  at  the  confessiuuaL  All  acknowledged  a  domiuioQ 
irhicli,  diBcoontenauced  by  the  state,  sustained  itself  by  extreme 
and  recondite  maxima  of  government.  In  virtue  of  such  maxims, 
the  Kpiscopal  order  encroached  on  every  other.  The  vicarious 
attributes  of  I3city  were  ascribed  to  those  who  ministered  at  the 
altar.  There,  and  at  the  font,  gifts  of  inestimable  price  were  placed, 
in  popular  belief,  at  thi±  disposal  of  the  priest;  whose  miraclea^ 
though  unattested  by  sense  or  conaciousneas,  threw  into  the  shade 
tho  iiiij^htieat  works  of  Moaes  and  of  Christ,  lliis  was  the  age  of 
Persecution. 

Heretics  arose.  To  refute  them  from  the  sacred  text  waa  some- 
times diihuult,  always  baxardous.  It  was  easier  to  silence  them  by 
a  living  authority.  The  Bishops  came  forth  as  the  elect  deposituriee 
of  an  unwritten  code.  Tra^Ution  became  the  rule  of  the  Christian 
world.  It  might  crush  the  errors  of  Anus,  but  it  might  sustain  the 
usurpations  of  Ambrose.     Iliis  wna  the  ago  of  i^'ontrovcray. 

Constantino  saw  the  miraculous  crot»,  and  worshipped.  IIo 
ooniinned  to  the  Christian  hierarchy  all  their  original,  and  all  their 
acijuired,  powers.  This  waa  the  age  of  tho  Church  and  State 
alliance. 

'Ilie  seat  of  empire  was  transferred  {W>m  tho  Tiber  to  the  Bo*- 

ghonis.  Tiie  Roman  bishop  and  clergy  seized  on  tho  vacant  in- 
oritance  of  abdicated  authority.  The  l*opo  became  tho  virtiud 
■orereign  of  the  Koman  city.  The  Greeks  and  Latins  became 
eocleaiaatical  rivals.  Then  was  hrst  heard  the  Koman  watchword, 
and  mllying  cry,  of  the  Visible  Unity  of  the  Church.  This  was 
the  age  of  I'ap&l  Independenca 

Goths,  Vandals.  Ilvins,  Bnlgarians,  Fmnks.  and  Lombards,  con- 
quered the  dominions  of  Caiaar.  But  they  became  tbe  converts  and 
tributaries  of  Peter.     Tho  repulse  of  the  iSaracena  by  Charles  Martel 

Sve  to  Europe  a  new  empire,  to  the  Church  a  second  Constantino. 
lis  was  the  age  of  Barbaric  Invasion. 

Europe  became  one  vast  ass^^mblage  of  military  sta tea.  The  lands 
were  everywhere  partitioned  by  the  conquerors  among  their  hege- 
men,  who,  having  bound  themselves  to  use  their  swords  in  their 
lotdi  defence^  imposed  a  similar  obligation  on  their  own  tenant^ 
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SrTjft,  in  turn,  exfiotod  it  from  their  subordinate  vaaaala.  This  was 
offf  of  Fumliilism  and  of  Hildp-bmnrt, 
Ho  ascendwl  the  Apostolic  throno,  therefore,  armed  with  pre- 
riptions  ill  favour  of  the  loftiest  claims  of  the  hierarchy,  Uius 
f«aijiing  bark  almost  to  the  apostolic  times.  But  he  found  in  the 
Papal  armouiy  other  weapons  scarcely  loss  keen,  though  of  a  more 
tBcmit  fabric  Of  thoRO  the  most  effeiitive  were  the  intimate 
alliance  of  the  Roman  See  with  the  monaatic  orders,  and  the  re- 
appearance, in  theological  debate,  of  that  mystic  word  which,  seven 
nturiea  liMfore,  hail  wri^iigbt.  such  prodigieeat^'ic«a.  Hewhofirat 
ght  men  to  epeak  of  an  Hypostatic  change  beneath  unchanging 
may  have  tiuiKht  them  to  use  wonls  without  meaning.  But 
ogh  he  added  little  or  notliing  to  the  received  doctrines  of  the 
huTch,  he  made  an  incalenlnblc  addition  to  the  eacerdotal  power. 
I  To  graap,  to  multiply,  and  it)  employ  theee  reeourceB  in  such  a 
Qer  as  to  render  tlie  Koman  Vontiff  the  euzorain  of  the  civilised 
rid,  waa  the  eml  for  which  Hildebiuud  lived — an  unworthy  end, 
[contrasted  with  the  high  and  holy  pnrpoaea  of  the  Gospel — an  end 
en  hat*>ful,  if  contraetod  nith  the  free  and  generous  spirit  in  which 
I  primitive  founders  of  the  Church  had  established  and  inculcated 
er  Iib<!riies — yet  an  end  which  niigbt  well  allure  a  noble  spirit  in 
the  eleventh  century,  and  the  attainment  of  which  (so  far  as  it  was 
attained)  may  be  now  acknowledged  to  have  been  conducive,  perhaps 
essential,  to  the  progresa  of  Chmti&nity  and  civilisation. 

To  thp  spiritual  deapotism  of  Rome  in  the  middle  ages  may,  indeed, 
be  trailed  a  long  series  of  errors  and  crimes;,  of  wars  and  ])erst>cution8. 
Yet  the  Papal  dynasty  was  the  triumphant  antagonist  of  another 
despotism  the  moitt  galling,  the  mo^it  debasing,  and  otherwise  the 
most  irriMuediable,  under  which  Europe  had  ever  groaned.  The 
centralisation  of  eccleaiasticjil  power  more  than  balanced  the  isolating 
^irit  of  the  feudal  oligarchiea.  The  vassal  of  Western,  and  the 
serf  of  lAStem  Kurope,  might  otherwise,  at  thia  day,  have  been  in 
tlio  same  social  etnte,  and  military  autociaciea  might  now  be  occupy- 
ing the  place  of  our  constitutional  or  paternal  government*.  Eilde- 
brand's  deapotiam,  with  whatever  inconsistency,  sought  to  guide 
manlviiid,  by  mond  impulses,  to  a  more  than  human  sanctity.  The 
fcndiU  despotism  with  which  he  waged  war,  sought,  wiih  a  stem 
consistency,  to  ilegnidn  them  into  beasts  of  prey,  or  beasts  of  burden. 
It  was  the  conflict  of  mental  with  physical  power,  of  liti'mture  with 
ignoranoe,  of  religion  with  injustice  and  debauchery.  To  the  Popes 
of  the  middle  ages  was  assigned  a  provioc*^  the  abandonment  of 
which  woidd  have  phmged  the  Chnrchand  the  World  into  the  same 
hopelow  aUvery.     To  Pope  Gregory  the  Seventh  were  first  given  the 
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genius  and  the  coora^  to  raiac  himself  and  his  successors  to  ihf  lev 
of  that  high  vocation. 

Yet  Uildpbrand  was  the  foundf^r  of  a  tyranny  only  lees  odious 
than  that  which  he  arrestt-d,  and  wiia  appaivntly  actuated  by  tin 
ainliition  neither  less  proud,  sellish,  nor  reckh-ss,  than  that  of  liis 
Bcculor  aatagoniata.  In  the  great  womimy  of  Providenc*?,  hnman 
ognncy  is  ever  alloyed  hy  some  base  motives  ;  and  the  noblest  buccoss 
recorded  h}'  history  must  still  be  pundioscd  ut  the  piice  of  some  great 
ultimEite  disaster. 

To  the  titlp  uf  the  Czar  Potcr  of  the  Church,  confrrred  on  him  by 
M.  Guizot,  Hililebmnd's  only  claim  is,  that  by  the  energy  of  his  will, 
ho  moulded  her  institutions,  and  her  Iiabit*  of  thonght,  to  hia  own 
purposes.  But  the  Czar  Trronglit  in  the  spirit  of  an  architect  who 
invents,  arranges,  and  exccut<^s  his  own  plan :  llildebrand  in  the 
spirit  of  a  builder,  enacting  by  divine  command  a  temple  of  which 
the  divine  hand  hail  <lrawn  the  design,  and  provided  the  niattTials. 
His  faith  in  what  he  judged  to  be  the  piiqioses  and  the  will  of 
Heaven,  waa  not  merely  sublime,  but  astounding.  He  is  everywhere 
depicted,  in  his  own  letters,  the  habitual  dt^nizen  of  that  bright 
region  which  the  damps  of  fear  never  penetrate,  and  the  shadows  of 
doubt  never  overcast. 

To  extol  him  as  one  of  those  Christian  stoics  whom  Hie  wreck  of 
worlds  could  not  divert  from  the  stmight  paths  of  integrity  and 
truth,  is  a  mere  txtiavagance.  Hia  policy  was  Imperial ;  bis  re- 
sources and  liis  arts  SacenioUil.  Anathemas  and  flatteries,  stem 
deliauces  and  Btibtle  intdnuations,  invectivee  such  as  might  have  heeu 
thundered  by  Gcns^^ric,  and  apologies  such  as  miglit  have  been  whis- 
pered by  AngnstuluB,  suooeed  each  other  in  his  story,  nith  no  visible 
trace  of  hesitation  or  of  shame.  Even  his  professed  orthodoxy  is 
xcnderud  que.stionable  by  his  conduct  and  language  towards  licren- 
garius,  the  groat  opponent  of  transubstiuilialion.  With  William  of 
Sngliuirl,  Philip  of  Trance,  and  Robert  of  .\pulia,  and  even  with 
Henry  of  Germany,  ho  temporised  at  the  expense  of  his  nwn  princi- 
ples as  oit4!n  OS  the  aacri^ce  aeomed  advantageous.  "  Nature  gave 
horns  to  Bulls."  To  aspiring  and  belligerent  Chuichmrn  she  gave 
Dissimulation  and  AitiUce. 

Our  exhausted  space  forbids  the  attomj-t  to  analyse  or  <hlineatc 
the  personal  character  of  the  great  founder  of  the  spiritual  despotism 
of  S^mo.  His  acts  mtist  stand  in  phice  of  sueJi  a  portraiture.  Ua 
found  the  Papacy  dependent  on  the  Empire :  he  sustained  her  by 
alliftneeg  almost  commensumte  with  tlie  Italian  Peniusuht  He 
found  the  Papacy  doctoral  by  the  Itoman  people  ond  clergy  :  ho 
left  it  electond  by  a  college  of  Papal  nomination.     He  ibund  the 


BILOEBRAXD.  57 

Emperor  the  virtual  patron  of  the  Holy  See :  he  wrested  that 
power  from  his  hands.  He  found  the  secular  clergy  the  allies  and 
dependants  of  the  secular  power :  he  converted  them  into  the 
inalienable  auxiliaries  of  his  ovm.  He  found  the  higher  ecclesiastics 
in  servitude  to  the  temporal  sovereigns :  he  delivered  them  from 
that  yoke  to  subjugate  them  to  the  Roman  Tiara.  He  found  the 
patronage  of  the  Church  the  mere  desecrated  spoil  and  merchandise 
of  princes  :  he  reduced  it  within  the  dominion  of  the  Supreme 
Pontic  He  is  celebrated  as  the  reformer  of  the  impure  and  profane 
abases  of  his  age :  he  is  more  justly  entitled  to  the  praise  of  having 
left  the  imprjss  of  his  own  gigantic  character  on  the  history  of  all 
the  ages  which  have  succeeded  him. 
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It  vms  a  noble  design  vhinh  died  with  Robert  Southey.  Hia 
History  of  the  Monastic  Orders  would  not  perhaps  have  poured  a 
large  tribute  of  philosophy,  divine  or  human,  into  the  ocean  of 
knowledge  ;  but  how  graceful  woidd  have  been  the  flow  of  that 
trangpareut  narrative,  and  how  would  it  have  reUectwl  and  enhanced 
the  beauty  of  every  rich  cbaiiipnign,  and  of  every  towering  pro- 
montory, along  which  it  would  have  swept !  Peremptory  and  dog- 
matical as  ho  was,  he  adflrcsaed  himself  to  the  task  of  instructing 
bis  own  and  future  generationa,  with  a  just  sense  of  the  dignity,  and  of 
the  responsibilities,  of  tliat  high  ofhce.  He  was  too  brave  a  man, 
and  too  sound  a  pTOtestuiit,  to  alirink  from  any  ai!.pect  of  truth ; 
nor  would  he  ever  have  siipposwl  that  he  could  promote  a  legitimate 
object  of  ecclesiastical  btstory,  by  impairing  the  wcU-eamcd  fame  of 
any  of  the  wortliies  of  the  Church,  because  they  had  been  entangled 
in  the  sophistries,  or  the  superstitions,  of  the  ages  in  which  they 
flourished. 

M.  C'havin  de  Malan  ha»  adopte<l  the  project  of  cur  fcllow- 
countryinan,  and  ia  publishing  a  Monasti<r  ITistoiy  in  a  seriea  of 
fragmpntfl,  aniimg  which  is  a  volume  on  the  founder  and  the  pro- 
gress of  Iho  Fmuriscan  Order.  Though  among  the  moat  paasionatfi 
and  uncompromising  devotees  of  the  Church  of  Kome,  H.  Chavin 
de  Malan  is  also  in  one  sense  a  Protesttuit.  He  protests  against  any 
exercise  of  human  reason  in  examining  any  dognm  which  that 
Church  inculcates,  or  any  fact  which  she  alleges;  The  most  merci- 
leas  of  her  cruellies  affect  him  with  no  indignation,  the  eillieat  of  her 
prodigies  with  no  shame,  the  basest  nf  her  superstitions  with  nn 
contempt  Her  veriest  dotage  is  venerable  in  his  eyes.  Evt-n  the 
atrocities  of  Innocent  the  Third  seem,  to  this  all-extolling  eulogist, 
but  to  augment  the  triumph  and  the  glories  of  his  reign.  If  the 
soul  of  the  coufe.«>«or  of  Simon  de  Montfort,  retaining  all  the 
pasnons  and  all  tlie  prejudices  of  lliut  ;era,  ubould  transmigrate  into 
a  Doctor  of  the  Sorbonne,  conversant  with  the  arts  and  literature  of 
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our  own  times,  the  result  nii(j;lit  be  the  production  of  such  an 
£cclesiiidtiual  HUlory  as  that  of  which  M.  do  Malan  has  giv(>n  ua  a 
spociiut'ti — elaborate  in  research,  Klowing  in  atyle,  vivid  in  portrait* 
die  ;  utterly  recldess  and  indiscriminate  in  bc-lief ;  extravagant,  up 
to  the  very  verge  of  idolatry,  in  applause  ;  and  familiar,  far  beyond 
the  venule  of  intlecomm,  with  the  most  awful  topics  and  objects  of 
the  Chri«ti:ui  faith. 

Tlie  epiaodo  of  whiirh  M.  Chavin  do  Malan  disposes  in  hia  Life  of  , 
Franris  of  Assisi,  is  among  tho  most  curious  and  important  in  the 
annals  of  the  ('hurch  ;  and  the  nintcrials  for  such  a  bioj^raphy  are 
more  than  usually  copious  and  authentic.  First  in  order  are  the  ex- 
tant writings,— consisting  chictly  of  letters,  colloquies,  poems,  and 
predictious, — of  the  8aiut  himself.  His  earliest  biographer,  Thomas 
of  Celono,  WU8  h'm  follower  and  liia  peraomd.  fiieud.  Tliree  of  ths 
Dtimatc  aBsocjates  of  tho  Saint  (one  nf  them  his  confctasor)  compiled 

oint  nurmtive  of  his  miracles  and  his  labours,     IJonaTontura,  hiin- 

'  a  General  of  the  Franciscan  -Order,  wrote  a  celebrated  Life  of  the 
fotuder,  whom  in  his  infancy  he  had  seen.     And  lastly,  there  is  a  ; 
chivncile  called  Fioretti  di  San  Francisco,  which,  though  not  written 
till  half  a  CHUtury  after  his  deatli.  baa  always  been  held  in  much 
esteem  by  the  ImgiograpbMrs.     Within  the  last  thirty  years  a  now 
edition  of  it  has  hpcn  publishnl  at  Vrmna.    On  these  live  authorities 
all  the  more  recent  narratives  are  foandcd.    Yet  the  works  of  Thomas 
d(!  Celano,  and  of  the  "Tres  Soeii,"  with  the  writings  of  Francis 
himself,  are  the  only  sources  of  contemporary  inteUigeuce  strictly  so 
oaUo<i  ;  although  Ikinaventura  and  the  chronicler  of  the  Fioretti  had  ] 
large  opportuuities  of  ascertainiiLg  the  roallty  of  the  facts  they  har»  i 
jvlat«d.     IIow  far  they  availnd  themselves  of  that  advantage,  may  i 
be  partly  ini'erred  irom  the  following  brief   epitome  of   those , 
occuiTRntes. 

The  city  of  Assisi,  in  Umbria,  was  a  mart  of  some  importance  in 
the  latter  half  of  the  twelfth  century.  At  that  period  it  could  boast 
no  merchant  more  adreuturous  or  successful  tlian  Pietro  Bemadone 
di  Mericooi  Happy  in  a  thriving  trade,  and  happier  still  in  an 
affeclioDato  wife,  he  was  aliove  all  happy  in  the  prospect  of  the 
litnrv  eminence  of  hia  son  Ftandsca  The  foremost  in  every  feat 
!  arms,  and  the  gayest  in  every  festival,  the  youth  was  at  the  same 
time  assiduous  in  the  counliug-huuse  ;  luid  tliough  his  expendilui'o 
was  profuse,  it  still  flowed  in  such  channels  as  to  attest  the  princely 
munificence  of  his  spirit.  The  brightest  eyes  in  Assisi,  daaled  by 
•o  many  graces,  and  the  moat  revei-end  brows  there,  at^knowledging 
sach  early  wisdom,  were  alike  bent  with  complacency  towards  him  ; 
ami  all  conspired  to  sustain  his  father's  belief,  tlmt,  in  his  person. 
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tlie  name  of  Bernadone  -woulJ  rival  the  proudest  of  Uioae  whom 
iieithL-r  Traiisilpine  conquerors,  iior  the  Majosty  of  the  Tiai-a,  Uis- 
duiiiBd  to  prupitiale  in  tho  guilds  of  Venice  or  of  Pisa. 

Uuifonn,  aim  1  is  the  dir^e  of  all  tho  generations  of  manlcind, 
over  hopes  bloasoming  but  to  die.  In  a  combat  with  tho  citiiensof 
Penigift,  Francis  was  laken  prisoner  ;  and,  after  a  captivity  of  twelve 
months,  was  released  oidy  to  L-ncounter  a  dieease,  which,  at  the 
da^vn  of  manhood,  hrought  liim  williJn  view  of  the  yales  of  death. 
Lung,  earuettt,  and  inquisitive  wa»  his  ^azo  into  the  inscrutable 
abygjj  on  wlxioli  they  open  ;  and  when  at  lenf^th  ho  retiuned  to  the 
dutU'S  uf  lilV,  it  wiLs  in  the  awc-stri<:ken  spirit  cf  one  to  "whom  those 
dread  realitii-s  had  been  unveiled.  The  world  one  complicated  im- 
posture, all  6cii»ible  delights  Eo  many  polluting  vauiLies,  human 
praiije  and  censure  but  the  tinkling  of  the  cynibaU, — what  remained 
but  to  ftpurn  these  empty  shadows,  tbat  so  he  might  grasp  the  one 
imjierishublo  objcet  of  man's  subhinury  exi'^tenee  1  His  alms 
became  lavish.  His  days  and  nights  were  consumed  in  de^-ont 
exercises.  Prostrate  in  the  crowded  church,  or  in  the  recesses  of 
the  forest,  his  agitateit  fi-ame  attested  the  couflict  of  his  mind.  He 
exchanged  dresses  with  a  tattered  mendicant,  and  pressed  to  his 
bosom  a  wretch  rendered  loathsome  by  leprosy.  But  as  he  gni- 
dually  gathered  strength  from  these  self-conquesis,  or  as  retum- 
ijig  health  restored  the  tone  and  vigour  of  his  nerves,  his  thoughts, 
reverting  to  tho  lower  world,  wandered  in  search  of  victories  of 
another  onler. 

Walter  of  Brieanc  was  in  arms  in  the  Keupolitan  States  against 
tho  Kmperor  ;  the  weak  opposed  to  the  powerful ;  tlie  Italian  to  the 
German  ;  the  Guelph  to  the  Ghibelline  ;  and  Francis  laid  him  down 
to  sleep,  resolved  tliat,  with  the  return  of  day,  he  would  join  the 
"Gentle  Count,"  as  he  was  usually  chilled,  in  i-esistiiig  tho  oppressor 
to  tho  death.  In  his  slumbers  a  vast  armoury  seemed  to  open  to  hia 
%iew ;  and  a  voice  commanded  him  to  select  from  the  burnished 
weapons  with  which  it  was  hung,  such  as  he  could  moat  effectually 
weld  against  the  impious  enemy  of  the  Chureh,  UTie  dreamer 
awoke  ;  and  in  prompt  suhmiwion  to  the  celestial  mandate,  laid 
aside  the  serge  gown  and  niodost  bonnet  of  his  craft,  and  exhibited 
}um.self  to  his  admiring  fellow-citizens  armed  cap-a-pie,  and  urging 
on  bis  war-horse  towards  the  encampment  of  his  destined  leader. 
At  Spok-to  fatigue  arrested  his  counte.  Again  he  slept,  and  again 
the  voice  was  beard.  It  announced  t«  him  that  the  martial  imple- 
ments of  hia  former  vision  were  not,  as  be  had  siipiKused,  hucIi  as  are 
borne  beneath  a  knightly  banner  against  a  carnal  mlversary,  but  arms 
of  ^iritual  temper,  to  be  directed,  in  his  native  city,  against  the 
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inrisihle  pmrers  of  (larkiiosB.  lie  listonwl  ami  ohf'ypd  ;  and  Awisi 
nw(|M--m!<l  her  giiUts  tti  Ikt  nituming  warrior,  riJiioluU;  Ui  bn^ak  a  lance 
Tritti  a  more  fuorful  foe  ihun  wus  (»vcr  scat  by  the  llmpcrur  into 
the  iield. 

To  superlicial  .judges  it  pruljulily  appeai'eil  as  if  that  ilread  iiu* 
♦  ■  -■•■i^t  Imd  won  an  ea«y  triuinph  ovor  his  young  asiiuilant.  For 
I.-*  Mru3  seen  once  more  tlie  pmrcful  leader  of  the  civii!  revels, 
ri'uiji^»  in  his  hand  tho  fwepln;  of  Uie  king  of  fmlic,  and  foUowwl 
by  a  joyoug  band,  who  made  the  old  streets  echo  with  their  songs. 
As  timt  gtraia  arofie,  hnircvt^r,  a  dark  Bliadow  gathim?d  over  the 
rnuntenuiu.-H  of  the  leader,  and  amid  the  gunecal  chorus  his  voice 
waa  uniieard.  '*  "VNIiy  so  grave,  Fnincisl  Art  tliou  g<:»iii{^  to  bo 
Dwrried  {"  pxclaiinod  oneuf  tlir  wirnlliirs.  "  T  am."  answered  Francis, 
**  and  to  a  lady  of  such  rank,  wealth,  and  bwiuly,  that  the  world 
cannot  produce  her  like."  lie  burst  from  the  jocund  throng  in 
uh  of  her.  and  wuh  er«  long  in  her  eiubrua}.  He  vowed  to  take 
*'  for  hia  wodJitd  wifu,  for  botter  for  worse,  to  ]oveaniI  to  cherish 
till  death  should  thorn  part."  The  ludy  wa.s  Poverty.  The  greatest 
poet  of  Italy  and  tlie  gntatost  orator  of  Fiance  have  celebrated  their 
nuptial.<i.  But  nf;ithor  Dante  nor  Boesuet  yr&si  the  inventor  of  tho 
puuble.  It  waA  ever  on  the  U^ks  of  Francis  hiitusflf,  that  Poverty 
iraa  hia  bride,  that  be  was  lit>r  devoted  husband,  and  tho  wUold 
Fnncittean  order  their  oflsptinj;. 

Hi«  tidt^lity  to  hh  betrothed  lady  was  inviolate,  but  was  not  iin- 
as&uled  by  temptation.  Pleasure,  woAlth,  ambition,  were  the  syrens 
who,  with  witohiua  looks  and  wnge,  attempted  to  divert  him  from 
his  Peiielupe  :  and  when  he  could  no  louff.'r  combat,  beat  least  could 
By.  the  fascination.  Wandering  iu  the  Umbrian  liLUs,  he  wept  and 
tinted,  and  communed  with  the  works  of  Uod ;  till  nilsed  to  com- 
munion with  tiieir  Maker,  he  knelt  in  a  njgtic  cimrch  which  tho 
piety  of  ancient  times  bad  cousecmled  there  to  the  memoi^  of  St 
Bamiano. 

The  voice  which  directed  his  jmtb  in  life  was  heard  agiuo.  ^*  Socst , 
Ihou  not,"  it  cried,  "tliat  my  temple  is  fulling  into  ruins  1  Restore 
ft"  Again  the  spirit  of  interpretation  fiiiled  him.  Instead  of  ad> 
dressing  himself  to  renovate  the  spiritual,  he  undertook  tlie  repairs 
of  tho  material  fabric — an  arduous  task  for  the  future  spouse  of 
Pov'-rly  !  But  ol>e<bence  w;w  iniliKpeufcable.  Eising  from  his  knees, 
ho  hasten»l  to  his  father's  warehouse  ;  laded  a  stout  polfix-y  with 
cilks  and  embroideries  ;  sold  both  horse  and  goods  at  the  ncighI>oui^ 
ing  town  of  Foligno  ;  and  laid  down  tho  money  at  tho  feet  of  the 
officiating  jiriest  of  St  I>amiano.  Tlje  more  cautious  chur(;hman  re- 
jected the  gold.     Francis  iudigoantly  cost  it  into  the  mire;  and 
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vowed  (hat  the  hiiilding  so  Bolemuly  committ«il  to  liis  cape  should 
hecomft  his  dwcliing-place  and  bis  home,  till  the  l>i\'iiiu  behest  bad 
been  fuliilled. 

During  nil  this  time  hallucinations  of  bis  own,  thoufjh  of  a  far 
different  kimL  ha<I  haiintcd  the  brain  of  the  respectable  Pietro 
Bemoduiie.  GroupiuH  into  fonus  ever  new  and  briliiant,  UJce  span- 
gles sliukon  ill  a  kal(<iaosC'ipe,  the  ideas  of  bules  and  bilU  of  lading, 
of  sea  risks  and  of  suj'^^n'jj-i^oes,  hod  uomhined  with  those  of  loaae 
to  reckless  cnisodera  and  of  the?  supply  of  hostile  campi«,  to  form  one 
gorgeous  El  llorado,  when  intelligence  of  tlie  loss  of  his  draperiee, 
his  pack-horse,  and  his  son,  restored  him  to  the  waking  world  and  to 
himself.  ITie  goods  and  the  qumlniped  were  gone  irrev»>caV>ly.  But 
OS  the  exasperat<Hl  father  paced  t^e  streets  of  Assisi,  a  liguro  emaciated 
with  faat£  and  vigils,  «(|nftljri  witli  dirt,  and  aAsniletl  by  tbe  fdthy 
misailes  of  a  hooting  rabble,  approached  him,  aiid  as  it  moved  on- 
wardfl  with  a  measured  tread,  an  uplifteil  eye,  and  a  serene  aspect, 
it  revealwl  to  the  old  icien-'hiinl.,  in  this  very  sorry  8|jeclai;le  of  digiiilied 
suffering,  the  long-cherished  object  of  bis  ambitioua  hopes.  What 
biographer  even  now  lan  tell  the  setjutd  without  a  blush  !  Fmricis 
waa  hurriod  away  from  his  persecutors  and  bis  admirers,  in  the  grasp 
of  the  elder  Bemiidone,  and,  from  his  vigorous  ami,  received  tlmt  kind 
of  e.ha.sitisRment  under  which  hemism  itself  ceases  to  be  sublime. 
The  incensed  judge  then  passed  a  chain  round  the  body  of  the  youth, 
and  left  him  in  a  kind  of  domestic  prison,  there  to  satiate  his  love 
for  pi^niinces  until  his  oi.vn  return  from  a  joumRy  to  which  the  in- 
exorable demands  of  his  cnnuuerce  had  summonwi  him. 

"NViner  far  and  lucire.  gentle  was  the  cnsto^ly  to  which  Francis  was 
transferred,  and  a  voice  was  heard  in  his  penitentiai-y  full  of  a  more 
genuine  inspiration  than  any  of  those  by  which  his  steps  had  been 
hitherto  guided.  It  was  the  voice  of  his  mother,  sootliing  her  balf- 
distracted  child  in  accents  as  calm  and  as  holy  as  those  which  tiret 
broke  tbe  silence  of  Eden.  It  spoke  to  liim  nf  maternal  love,  of 
reconcilifltioD,  and  of  peacA  But  it  addressed  him  in  vain.  Ho 
■was  bound  to  leave  father  and  mother,  and  to  cleave  to  his  betrothed 
•wife,  and  to  the  duties  of  that  indissoluble  alliance.  Convinced  at 
length  of  tbe  vanity,  perhaps  trembling  at  the  impiety,  of  any  further 
resistance,  his  mother  threw  open  his  prison  doora^  and  permitted 
him  tct  escape  to  his  sanctuary  at  St  Daniiano. 

]n  those  hallowed  ])recincts  Francis  found  courage  to  oppose,  and 
constancy  to  disarm,  the  rape  with  which  be  was  pursued  by  his 
father.  Gradually,  but  surely,  the  mind  of  tbe  old  man  embraced 
tlio  discovery,  that,  though  dwelling  on  tbe  same  planet,  be  and 
Ilia  sou  were  inhabitaulu  uf  different  worklfl.     From  that  convictiou 
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He  ndv'anr^  with  iccompamble  stciuliiiess  to  the  practical  results 
iovolveil  in  it.  Why,  lie  inquired,  should  a  chiirchimiii,  to  whom 
all  earthlj  intereats  were  aii  the  fiuo  dust  iu  the  balunce,  retain  the 
price  of  the  pack-horse  and  of  his  pack  1  The  priest  of  St  Damiano 
immeUiatoly  n-atored  the  acatten-'d  gold,  which  ho  had  providently 
gathered  up.  Why  should  h  youtli,  who  de-spis»Hl  all  treasures  but 
tboee  Uid  up  iii  hoavt-n,  rbtain  his  protspecUve  right  tw  a  sublunary 
tnlieritauce  I  A  rcDUDciation  of  it  was  at  once  drawn  up,  signi-<l, 
and  placed  in  his  hands.  Wliy  slioukl  a  candidate  for  cowl  and 
acapulaiy  retain  the  goodly  apjmrel  in  which  he  had  reached  his 
phu^o  of  refuge  1  In  a  few  monu-nts  the  young  prot^ationor  stood 
before  him  iu  his  shirt.  CarefuJly  packing  up  the  clothes,  the 
parchiDont,  and  the  gold,  the  merchant  returned  to  accumulate  more 
gold  at  Assisi-  And  here  history  tukea  her  leave  of  him  j  without. 
regret  and  without  applause,  but  not  without  a  sullen  acknowledg- 
ment that,  afttr  all,  it  waa  from  the  mortal  Pietro  tliat  the  immortal 
Francis  derived  one  inheritance  which  he  could  not  renounce — the 
inheritance  of  that  inllexible  decision  of  purpose  which  elevated  the 
&ther  to  diistinction  among  the  worshippers  of  Mammon,  and  the 
aon  to  eminence  among  the  sainlii  of  Chrimtendcrn. 

It  was  indeed  *'an  obstinate  hill  to  climb.'  An  orphan  witli 
h'ring  pontnte,  a  beggar  entitlfd  to  a  splendid  patrimnny,  he  traversMl 
the  mountains  with  the  freedom  of  soul  knoim  only  to  those  for 
whom  the  smiles  of  ftirtunc  have  no  charm,  and  her  frowns  no  terror. 
Chanting  divine  canticles  as  lie  went,  Ills  voice  attracted  the  banditti 
who  lurke<l  in  those  fastnesses,  'lliey  tossed  the  worthless  prize 
c:int*:-inptuously  into  a  snow  drifU  Half  frozen,  he  crawled  to  a 
neighbouring  monastery,  and  was  employetl  by  tlie  monks  as  a 
scullion.  lie  returned  to  the  scene  of  his  former  reveU ;  and  ob- 
tained the  cloak,  the  leathern  girdle,  and  tlie  statf,  nf  a  pilgrim,  as 
au  alma  from  one  who,  in  those  brilliant  days,  had  confessed  his 
Boperiority  in  every  graceful  art  and  in  every  feat  of  chivalry.  With 
the  dress,  he  assumed  the  spirit,  of  a  pilgrim  ;  and  devoted  himself 
to  the  relief  of  the  sorrowa  of  those  who  like  himself,  though  for  a 
Tory  different  reason,  were  estranged  from  a  cold  and  a  fastiiUous 
world. 

The  Crusaders  had  at  this  period  introduced  the  Leprosy  of  the 
East  into  all  the  countries  embracing  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  A 
ritual  was  compilml  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  with  impressivo 
mlemnity  Iho  removal  of  the  victims  of  that  fearful  malady  from 
all  intercourse  with  their  fellow-Christiana.  It  was  a  pathetic  and 
melancholy  servi<!e,  in  which  the  stenteet  interdict  was  softened  by 
wonls  of  oonsulation  and  of  pity.    Hat  wore  they  words  of  empty 
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t:t/n'moiiuiL  A  seulitnent  of  reverence  towards  those  niueiabli 
Hiiilorers  was  wiilely  diU'uscd  throughout  the  whole  of  Europe.  Th^ 
obscurity  which  hung  over  the  origin,  the  nature,  and  tho  cure  of 
the  di^nse,  and  the  mysterious  connexion  in  which  it  stood  to  the 
warfarv  for  tlie  Uoly  yejiuJcbre,  had  induced  that  wandcMoving  age 
to  invest  it  with  a  kind  of  sacred  characWr.  Tho  churchjueu  of  the 
tiiiK-w  availia]  themwlvf^  8l;ilfiiJJy  and  kindly  of  this  jxipidar  feeh'ng. 
They  taught  that  Christ  himaelf  had  reRarded  the  leprous  with 
peculiar  tenderness ;  and  not  content  to  pnforre  this  lessnn  from 
those  jwirts  uf  the  evangelic  narrative  which  really  couiinu  it,  th(.-y 
advaniynl,  by  the  aid  of  the  Vulgate,  further  still ;  and  quoted  from 
the  filty-thini  vthajiter  of  L-iainh,  a  prophecy  in  wliich,  as  they  ni-iin- 
toined,  the  Messiah  himself  was  foretold  under  the  image  of  a  lej»rr. 
*■  >'oa  putavimufl  cum  quasi  l^'jtrosum,  pcitussxini  a  Deo,  et  humili- 
atum."  Kings  and  princes  visited,  countesst-s  rainisU-red  to  tlieui, 
Biunls  (as  it  woa  believed)  wrought  miracles  for  their  cure,  and 
ahnoat  every  coudidc-nihle  city  erected  hospitals  for  their  roceptiou. 
and  relief. 

fcJome  time  hefnro  his  betrothment  to  Poverty,  Francis,  crossing 
on  horseback  tlie  plain  which  surrounds  Assisi,  unexpectMIy  drew 
near  to  a  leper.  Controlling  bis  involuntary  disgust.,  the  rider  dis- 
mounted and  advanced  to  gre<;t  and  to  succour  him  ;  but  the  leper 
instantaneously  di«vpp«^ar<'iL  St  Bonaventui-a  is  sponsor  for  the 
aequel  of  the  talf.  lie  who  aseunied  this  deplorable  eemblance 
was,  in  reality,  no  other  than  the  awful  Being  whom  the  tj'picAl 
liingiiage  of  Isaiah  had  ml iinib rated.  Little  wonder,  then,  that  aft4>T 
his  vows  had  been  phgbted  to  his  austere  bride,  Krancis  had  faith  to 
eeo,  and  chai-ity  to  love,  even  in  the  leprous,  the  imperishable  traces 
of  the  Divine  image  in  which  man  was  created,  and  the  brethren  of 
tho  Divine  sufiercr  by  whom  man  was  rfdoemeil. 

Yet,  despite  Uiis  triumph  of  the  spiritual  discernment  over  the 
carnal  sense,  neither  faith  nor  charity  could  subdiio  his  natural 
terror  in  the  prospect  of  a  continued  and  familiar  int^'reonrse  with 
eucli  associates.  cJome  distinct  disclosure  of  the  Divijie  will  wua 
still  requisite  to  such  a  self-immolation ;  and  such  disclosure's  were 
never  long  denied  to  him.  The  now  familiar  voice  was  heanl  anew. 
'*  Hato  whiit  thou  hast  hitherto  loved,"  it  cried ;  "  Love  wliat  thou 
hast  hitherto  hated."  lie  Iiat<>npd,  and  became  an  inmat*  of  tho 
Leprou.s  Hospital  at  Assisi  With  hiH  own  handj;  he  waahetl  the 
feet  and  dressed  the  eorcs  of  the  lepers ;  and  once  at  least  re\'crenlly 
applied  hia  lips  to  such  a  wound.  Tho  man  (so  says  St  Bonavcn- 
tura)  instantly  Itf^'unie  whole.  ''MThether  shall  we  nuist  arimire," 
he  exclaims,  "  tlie  miraculous  jiower,  or  the  courageous  humility  of 
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iliat 'kiss  1 "  A  queAtion  to  be  aslced  of  tlio&c  ^-lio  bcHove  in  botli. 
But  even  they  who  reject  the  miracle,  will  revere  the  loviugkisd- 
neaa  of  such  a  sojourn  among  such  unhappy  outcasts. 

In  Uter  Asljb  Francis  became  the  father  and  the  apostle  of  the 
l«protts ;  anil  when  weightier  cares  withdrew  him  in  person  fipom  that 
chu^ge,  hia  heart  still  turned  towards  them  with  a  father's  yearnings. 
Antnng  his  numerous  followers,  were  some  who,  though  destitute  of 
the  higher  gifts  of  intellect,  were  largely  endowtni  with  the  heroism 
of  self-denying  love,  James,  sumnmed  the  Simple,  was  amongst 
the  most  conHpiciioug  of  them ;  and  in  those  abodes  of  woe  he 
earned  the  glorious  title  of  steward  and  phyaioian  of  the  leprous.  It 
happened  tlmt,  in  his  simplicity,  James  brought  one  of  his  patients 
1o  worship  at  a  much- frequented  church,  and  there  received  from 
Fmncis  the  rebuke  so  well  merited  for  his  indiscretion.  The  heart 
of  the  sick  roan  was  oppressed  as  he  listeneil  to  the  censure  pro- 
nounceil  on  his  benefactor ;  and  the  heart  of  Francis  was  nioved 
within  hira  to  perceive  that  he  ha»l  thus  inatlvertcntly  added  to 
th«  burden  of  the  heavy-laden.  He  fell  at  the  leper's  feet,  im- 
ploreil  hia  forgiveness,  sat  down  with  him  to  eat  out  of  the  snmo 
dish,  embmceil  and  dismissed  bim  !  Had  he  grusfsed  every  subtle 
difitiuctiou  of  the  Summa  Theologitc  itseli^  or  had  he  even  built  up 
that  atupendous  monameut  of  the  learuiug  of  his  age,  it  would  liave 
been  a  lower  title  to  the  honours  of  canonisation. 

The  cliurch  of  St  Ihimiano  still  lay  In  niins.  The  command  to 
nbuild  it  was  still  unrevoked.  Til  aacccss  had  followed  the  at- 
tempt to  flxtract  the  rwiuisito  funds  from  the  hoards  of  the  old  mer- 
duuit.  I'lutus,  hi3  iuexorabk*  father,  had  been  invoked  in  vain. 
Poverty,  his  affianced  wife,  might  bo  more  propitious.  He  wooed 
her  iu  the  /orm  she  loves  best.  In  the  dress  and  chamclcr  of  k 
beggar,  he  traversed  the  city  through  which  he  had  been  wont  to 
pttm  as  at  once  the  gayest  of  her  trouhadouis,  the  bravest  of  her 
captains,  and  the  meet  stunptuous  of  her  merchants.  Assisi  had 
her  witty  men  who  jeered,  her  wise  men  who  looked  grave,  and  her 
respectable  men  who  were  scandalised,  as  this  strange  apparition  in- 
Toked  their  alms  in  the  names  of  the  Virgin  and  of  St  Camiano. 
Solemn  hoaxls  were  shaken  at  the  sight,  in  allusion  t«  the  supposed 
etite  of  the  brain  of  the  mendicant.  But  the  sarcasms  of  the 
fatvtiouR.  and  the  conclusive  objections  of  the  sensible,  fell  on 
Frtn^-is  !-"k'.'  arrows  rebounding  from  the  scales  of  Behemoth.  His 
«-T  I'-ed  and  rej»ol]i-fl  tJiem  all.    Insuperable  difficulties  gave 

w  1  iiim.     The  siiualid  lazar  bertime  the  inspinng  genius  of 

the  architect,  the  payma.<iter  of  the  buiMera,  the  menial  drudge  of 
the  workman.     Suiuetimes  he  came  with  money  in  his  hand,  some- 
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tiini's  wtbh  stones  and  mortar  on  hLi  back.  At  his  biffiling,  nnro, 
cbancol,  arched^  roof,  and  towets,  rose  from  theii  foumlatiumt.  Tb^ 
9tu.'retl  ediAce  appeatvd  iu  renovatfiil  ppleudour.  Tbe  heavuuly  pre- 
cept was  olx-yftil. 

Prompt  imJ  'ieeisive  waa  the  reaction  of  popnLir  feeling.  Insteail 
of  ilolutin^  wbt^thur  tlita  tttranf^R  mortal  wxh  rngun  ur  nutniac,  it  was 
now  argued  that  bn  must  be  either  a  uecFomuncer  or  a  snint.  The 
wiac  and  more  charitable  opinion,  prevailed.  Near  to  the  city  waa 
a  ruineil  church  wurreil  to  the  prince  of  the  apostles.  Contident  in 
his  Itito  success,  Francis  rather  demantied  than  implored  contribu- 
tions fur  rebuilding  it  Purst.'.s  were  emptied  into  hi»  hands,  and 
speedily  the  dome  of  Si  Peter  looked  down  in  all  its  pristine  di^iity 
on  the  marts  and  battlements  of  A^sisi. 

There  were  no  cliurch-buikUii^'  comiuwstoners  in  those  days.  In 
their  stead,  a  lialf-Ktjin'ed  youth  in  the  ni^»  of  u  beJcsnuiii  moved 
along  the  streeU  of  his  native  city,  appwdint;  to  every  passer-by,  in, 
quiet  tones  and  eamoftt  words,  and  with  looks  still  more  peisiiaaive, 
to  aid  htm  in  rtt^^oni^tmcting  tlie  chapel  of  La  Por/Joncula ;  a  shrine 
of  Our  l,iidy  nf  Angels,  of  which  tlio  remains  may  yet  bo  8<!en,  at 
once  hallowiuf?  and  adoroinf:  the  quiet  meadow  by  wliich  Assisi  is 
surrounded.  *'  lie  wept  to  think  upon  her  stones,  it  grieved  him  to 
seo  her  in  tlie  dust."  Vhwh  were  uttHierl,  processions  fonned, 
jewch,  plate,  and  gold  were  laid  at  the  feet  of  the  gentle  euthiuiast : 
and  Mary  with  her  attendant  angels  rcjniced  (so  at  least  it  was  de- 
voutly beliaved)  over  the  uumlwr  and  the  zeal  of  the  worshippora 
who  once  more  thronged  the  courta  erected  in  honour  of  her 
name. 

From  that  devout  company  he  was  not  oflen  absent,  by  wlioae 
pious  zeal  the  work  had  been  accompliabed.  As  be  knelt  before 
the  altar,  the  onioular  voice,  so  often  heart!  hftfore,  again  broke  in 
upon  the  silence  of  bis  soul.  It  cried,  "Take  nothing  fi»r  your 
Journey,  neither  sUvves  nor  scrip,  neither  broad  nor  money,  neither 
have  two  coats  a-pieco,"  A  caviller,  in  the  plight  to  which  Francia 
was  reduced  already,  might  have  evaded  such  an  injunction.  Hut 
Francis  was  no  caviller.  The  poor  fragiuent  left  to  him  of  this 
world's  goods,  his  shoes,  his  staff,  his  leathern  girdle,  nntl  his  empty 
puiBO,  were  abandoned ;  and  in  his  coarse  cloak  of  serge,  drawn 
ronnd  him  with  a  common  cord,  he  might  defy  men  and  devils  to 
plunge  him  more  deeply  in  the  luck  of  this  world's  wealth,  or  to  to- 
kindle  in  his  heart  the  passion  for  it 

And  now  were  consummated  his  nuptials  with  hia  betrothed 
ipouse,  Dante  has  composed  the  Epitholamium  in  the  eleventh 
Canto  of  tiie  Paradim  ■ — 
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•*yot  long  the  pfri'id  fmm  liia  frlorions  l)irth, 
"VTlien,  witb  extra I'rdinory  rirtuc  West, 
Thw  wundroiis  8uii  bi-jran  to  vutnfort  carlli ; 
BpATint;,  vfhilf  yet  n  cttild,  hi*  fallnir'n  irr;. 
For  lukv  of  bur  vbom  all  um  dtiath  driest. 
And  banitli  from  the  ^^to  of  tUoir  tleaire. 
Befbre  tlio  ipirituAl  court,  'before 

His  father,  too,  be  took  h«r  for  bU  own  : 
from  day  to  Amy  tben  loved  her  more  uid  more. 
•  •  •  • 

Bill  tcAt  my  Un^^a;^  be  not  fllearlv  Bpr-n, 

Kqow,  ibnc  inspeakiaj;  of  lhu5«1orcrs  twain, 

Pnutcii  uid  Poverty  henceforth  I  mean. 
Their  joyful  louks,  with  plci^uot  concord  fraught. 

Where  lure  and  «weetlll^39  mUht  he  seca  to  reign, 

Were  unto  otUvrt  cause  of  hoiy  thought."  * 

Xor  did  Boastiet  liiiiuu.'U  disdain  to  Gmulnto  tlii-s  part  of  tbe 
"divine  comedy."  In  the  panegyric  bestowed  on  the  saint  by  the 
grent  orator,  Francis  is  introduced  as  thus  addressing  bis  bride : — 

*'  Ma  chere  Pauvrcte,  e\  ba-wo  qno  eoit  ton  extraction  selon  le 
jttgemeut  des  bommes,  jo  t'eslime  depuis  que  nion  maitre  t'a  epoua^e. 
Et  cerlAS,"  proceeibt  the  preacher,  "  il  avait  rai-son,  Cbrctiena  !  Si 
un  pot  /'pouse  una  fille  de  baaae  extraction,  elle  tJevienfc  reine ;  on 
en  murmuro  quelqno  temi>s,  mais  enUn  on  la  reconnait:  elle  oat 
onnnblte  par  le  innriage  du  priiu'fi."  "  Uh  iwiuvris* !  quo  vous  dtoa 
b«ureQx  I  parte  qu'a  vous  ttp|sirli<fnt  le  royaiitne  ile  DieiL  Heureux 
done  mille  et  mille  fois,  le  pau\'Te  Fr.'in^ois  ;  le  plus  ardent,  le  plus 
transportr,  ct,  Bi  j'oae  parler  dc  la  aorlf,  Ic  pins  dt^aesp^r^  amateur 
de  In  pau\Tete  qui  nit  peut-5tro  i^tt'  dans  I'liglise." 

Art  contributes!  her  aii!  to  commemomttt  this  solemn  union.  In 
one  of  the  churches  of  Assist  may  yet  ha  seen  a  freaco,  by  Giotto, 
of  Francis  and  bis  bride  ;  be  ptacinir  the  nuptial  ring  on  her  finger, 
and  she  crowned  with  light  and  rosea,  but  clothed  in  sordid  apparel, 
cod  ber  feet  torn  by  the  sharp  stones  and  briars  over  wbicli  she  is 

Ab  often  Bfl  the  rising  sun  bad  In  former  days  lighted  up  tbe  apirce 
of  Aast^i,  it  hod  summoned  the  hAnl-handed  many  to  earn  their 
hread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows  ;  and  the  prospcwus  few  to  drive 
bargains,  or  tu  give  them  Ic^I  form  ;  to  chant  masses,  or  to  assist 
at  them  ;  to  confess,  or  to  lay  up  matter  for  confession ;  to  arrange 
their  toilettes,  or  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  dresses  and  characters  of 
otbera  ;  to  sleep  through  the  sultr}'  noon,  and  to  while  away  the  long 
Boft  summer  nights  with  dice,  music,  scandal,  or  lovers'  vows  ;  tiU 
after  some  few  circuits  through  the  Zodiac,  the  same  sun  looked  down 
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on  th(*ir  children's  children  sauntering  at  the  snrae  listless  pace, 
along  the  siimo  flowerj*  road,  to  the  same  ineritable  bourne.  Ihit 
no  sooner  had  these  prolitic  nuptials  been  celeWatetl,  Umn  the  inert 
juass  of  human  exiatenci)  at  Astiisi  bt-jpin  to  heave  with  unwonted 
agitation.  In  bur  streets  luul  public  walk8  and  ehiirches,  might  be 
daily  eucnniitt«red  the  presence  of  one,  most  merciless  to  himself, 
most  merciful  to  others.  Ilia  few,  simple,  and  affertionale  wrords^. 
penetrnt-od  tbnse  cold  and  frivolous  minds ;  for  they  were  utten>d  in 
the  aoiil-subJuing  power  of  a  seer,  whoge  wide  horizon  embraces  the 
sublime  objects  visible  to  the  eye  of  faith,  though  hidden  fiom  the 
grtxwer  eye  of  sense. 

Of  the  union  of  Francis  and  I'overty,  Kemanl  dn  Quintarallo  was 
the  lirst  fniita.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth  and  di.stinotinn,  and  had 
cherii-bed  stiuie  dudrust  of  the  real  sanctity  of  his  fellow-townsman. 
Beniard  tbert'lore  bron;,'bt  him  to  his  bouse,  laid  himself  down  to 
nsi  ill  till*  same  cluimber,  ond  pretended  to  n\i»p  M'hile  be  watched 
the  proceedjngii  of  hu  guc^t.  He  anvr  him  ri^  and  kneel,  extend 
his  arm.s  weep  tears  of  rapture,  and  gn/e  towanlB  heaven,  exclaim- 
ing repeatedly,  "  My  tlod,  ami  my  all ! "  At  this  sight  all  doubta 
were  dissipated.  "Tell  me,"  aoid  -Bemanl  to  his  friend,  when  tlicy 
met  aliurtly  afterwanU,  "  if  a  slave  shoidd  receive  from  bis  master  a 
treasure  which  be  finds  to  be  useless  to  him,  what  ought  he  to  do 
with  itl"  "Let  him  restore  it,"  iwid  Fmnds,  "to  bis  master." 
"  Lo  then,"  replied  Bernard,  "I  render  back  to  CJod  the  earthly 
goods  with  which  Ho  bus  enriched  me."  "  We  will  go  together  to 
church,"  rejoined  the  spouse  of  Poverty,  "and,  after  hciuini,'  moan, 
wo  will  aacerlaiu  Ilia  will."  In  tleir  way  thither  they  were  joined 
by  Peter  of  CaUrnia,  who,  though  a  canon  of  the  catheitml  church 
of  Assidi.  was  armtber  a.«pinint  after  the  same  sublirue  self-eaciifioe. 

The  thtCMi  knelt  together  before  the  altar ;  and  whfu  the  maM  had 
been  eung,  the  oificiatiug  priest,  at  theii-  request,  ma<le  the  sign  of 
the  cross  over  tho  roissiU.  and  then  devoutly  opeued  it.  Once  on 
behalf  of  each  of  them  were  these  »orte«  sanctorum  triwi  AVo  are 
the  bumble  transcrilxira,  not  the  sponsors  of  the  marvels  which 
follower!.  To  the  first  inquiiy,  the  response  of  the  oracle  was,  "If 
ye  will  be  perfect,  go  and  sell  all  that  ye  have."  To  the  second  it 
answenxl,  "  Take  nothing  for  your  journey."  To  the  third  and  last 
was  returned  the  admonition,  ''He  that  would  como  after  nio,  t^t 
him  deny  himH4^«lf,  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me."  "  Ye  liavo 
heard,  my  brethren."  exclaimeil  Francis.  "  what  must  be  our  rule  of 
life.  «f"^l  Ml.,  nde  of  all  who  shall  joiu  us.  Let  ua  olwy  the  Divine 
coi;  It  was  ol»eyed  implicitly.     Beniard  and  Peter  sold 

all ;  and  gave  it  to  tlie  poor ;  and,  having  stripped  them- 
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ivM  of  all  temporal  wealth  as  abeolntftly  na  their  l^^er,  ihey  as- 

awl  his  austere  divss,  and  avowed  Iheinselvea  his  dwciples. 

A  preat  ovcnt  had  happened  in  an  unconscious  world.  Though 
but  three  had  thus  mt*l  togethor,  yet  the  order  of  Minorites  or 
Fmnciscan  brethren  was  conetiluted.  Six  centuries  have  since 
passetl  away ;  and  it  still  flnnri^hes,  one  of  tho  elements  of  Ufd^  if 
•not  of  proi;ros3,  in  the  ^reat  Christian  commonwealth. 

The  gmin  of  mustanl-strod  soon  began  to  germinate.  Francis, 
Bernard,  and  Peter,  retired  together  to  a  hut  in  the  centre  of  the 
plain  of  llivo  Torto ;  ao  called  from  a  serpentine  stream  which 
wamlertf  through  it.  "With  what  auLhority  the  founder  ruled  even 
thette,  his  lirst  followers,  may  be  inferred  fi-om  the  fact  (attested  by 
the  nsua)  eviilencu),  Oiat  after  the  death  of  Peter,  snch  prodigies  of 
healing  were  wrought  at  Ills  tomb,  as  much  disturbed  tho  devout 
retirement  of  his  surviving  friends.  "  Urothor  Peter,  yon  always 
obcyofl  ma  implicitly  when  yuu  were  alive,"  at  length  exclaimal  the 
ID uch- perplexed  Francis—"  I  expect  from  you  a  sintilar  submiKiion 
now.  The  visitors  to  your  tomb  annoy  us  sadly.  In  the  name  of 
holy  obedience  I  comniand  you  to  work  no  more  miracles."  Peter 
at  once  dutifnljy  desisted  from  his  posthumous  works  of  mercy. 
"So  obedient,"  observes  M.  Cbavjn  do  Malan,  writing  in  this  uine- 
t««Qtb  century,  *' were  tho  familv  of  Francis  even  after  death." 

At  Uivo  Torto,  Egidius,  another  rich  citizen  of  Assisi,  sought  out 
and.  joined  the  now  aociely.  Famous  fur  many  graces,  and  for  not 
ft  few  miracles,  he  is  especially  colebratod  for  having  received  at 
Perngia  a  vi^it  from  St  Louis  in  disguise,  when  the  two  saints  long 
knelt  together  in  ailenci^.,  embracing  each  other,  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  bring  their  hearts  into  the  closest  possible  contiguity.  On  tho 
(lepATture  of  the  King,  t^'dius  was  rebuked  by  hia  brtsthrcn  for  his 
miiainess,  in  not  having  uttered  a  word  to  ho  great  a  sovereign. 
"Mirvel  not,*'  he  answered,  "that  we  did  not  speak.  A  dirino 
light  laid  Iwre  tii  e«ch  of  us  the  heart  of  tli«!  other.  No  words 
nould  have  intidligibly  expresge^i  that  language  of  the  soul,  or  huTs 
impartial  the  rtame  »a<:red  consnlHtiou.  So  impotent  is  the  tongue 
of  man  to  utter  divine  mysteries." 

Sahbatiui,  of  whom  wo  read  only  that  he  was  vir  boma  d  rectv« 
— Moricu,  a  crusader  who  had  been  mirauuiouaTy  cured  by  tho 
msyeis  of  Franc is^Jolin  de  Capella,  '*  who,  like  another  Judas, 
ilttiiged  himaelf  at  last" — Sylvester,  who,  in  a  dream,  had  seen  tho 
■tms  of  Francis  extended  to  either  end  of  the  world,  while  a  golden 
eroH  reached  from  his  lips  to  heaven — with  four  other  worthier  of 
whom  history  Ium  preserved  only  the  names,  foUowod  the  steps  of 
ih«  mystic  I^dius.     In  the  dilapidated  hut  of  Biro  Toito,  twelve 
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poor  men  had  now  asemMeJ.  To  a  common  oWrver  they  might 
have  fMsaeil  for  the  he^'ar  kinfir  and  hU  tattered  crew.  To  iha 
lender  himself  thoy  npiwared.  moi*  justly,  an  image  of  the  brother- 
hood of  which  the  patriarc-lial  family  had  been  iho  typo,  and  the 
apoatoUc  coUogo  the  antitype. 

The  moniing  had  dawned  over  the  liills  fnira  which  the  riv«r 
Torto  flows,  and  long  had  bp^n  the  jii-ayer  of  FivinriK,  when,  riKing 
from  his  kneea,  he  called  his  hrethrf-n  rtnind  him,  and  thxis 
addrpsswl  them:  "Takii  courage,  and  ahpIUT  yourselves  in  God. 
lie  not  depressed  to  think  huw  few  we  are.  Tie  not  alarmed  either 
at  your  own  weakness,  or  at  mino.  God  has  revealed  to  me  tliot 
He  will  diffuse  through  tho  earth  this  our  Uttle  funiily,  of  which  Uo 
18  himwdf  the  Father,  I  would  have  concealed  what  I  have  seen, 
hut  lovH  constrain!)  nio  to  inqiart  it  to  yon.  T  have  seen  a  great 
multitudo  coming  to  na,  to  wear  our  dress,  to  live  as  we  da  I 
have  seen  all  the  roads  crowded  with  men  travelling  in  eager  hn.«te 
towards  us.  The  French  arc  coining.  The  Spaniards  arc  hasten- 
ing. Tlie  Engliflb  and  tlie  Germans  are  ninning.  All  nations  ore 
mingling  together.  I  hear  the  truad  of  the  numhera  who  go  and 
come  to  execute  the  c<miniands  of  holy  oh*;(lietire." — **\V'u  seem 
contemptible  and  insane.  Ihit  fe«T  not.  lU'lieve  that  our  Saviour, 
who  has  overeome  the  world,  will  speak  pffortually  in  ns.  If  gold 
should  lie  in  our  way,  let  us  value  it  as  the  dust  beneath  our  feet 
We  will  not,  however,  condemn  or  <lespi.'io  the  rich  who  live  softly, 
and  aie  arrayed  sumptuously.  God,  who  is  our  muster,  is  theirs 
also.  But  go  8i)i|  preach  repentance  for  the  remission  of  siua. 
Faithful  men,  gentle,  and  full  of  charity,  will  receive  you  and  yuur 
wunis  with  joy.  I-*roud  and  impious  meji  will  condemn  and  opfiose 
yon.  Settle  it  in  your  hearts  to  endure  all  things  with  meekneas 
and  patienee.  The  wise  and  the  noble  will  soon  join  thempelvwi  to 
you,  and,  ivith  you,  will  preach  to  kings,  to  princea,  and  to  nations, 
lie  patient  in  tribvUalion,  fervent  in  prayer,  fearh'ss  in  labour,  and  tho 
kinij^lora  of  God,  which  endures  fur  evir,  shall  be  your  reward," 

Such,  wo  are  assured  by  his  "Three  Compiininns,"  was  the 
inangund  discourse  of  Fnincis  to  his  hrst  discijile?.  Then  drawing 
on  the  earth  on  which  he  t^tond  a  lig\ire  of  the  cro?a,  e^ich  limb  of 
which  was  turned  to  one  of  the  four  nardinid  jKtints  of  the  compass, 
and  aiTanging  his  brethren  in  the  four  corresponding  lines,  he  dis- 
miased  each  of  them  with  tho  solemn  iM^nwliction — **Cast  thy 
burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  Ho  shall  nourish  thee."  The  new 
misiiouariee  doportetl  to  their  work  of  mercy,  and  F'ranclB  himself 
retired  to  the  solitude  of  tho  hut  of  Rivo  Torta 


SAim  roAXois  op  absisi. 


n 


In  tbat  retirement  an  arrUious  duty  awnitwl  him.  He  drew  up 
Ihtftt*,  111  twr-iity-three  chaptBrB,  the  rule  of  Ina  n«w  inonaKlic  order, 
(lit*  '*  Mii^'na  ClmrtA  of  Poverty."  It  did  not  esscutially  differ  from 
the  einiilur  institutes  of  the  IJenedictines.  To  the  vows  of  chastity 
oud  obwlience,  was  however  to  be  added  fl  vow  of  Poverty  yet  moro 
etriiisoiit  tiian  theirs.  His  brethren  were  to  labour  with  thpir 
haiidti,  und  were  to  bfl  inaiiitiiiH^d  by  hIiiik.  But  they  wera  to 
sohrii  ulnix,  not  HA  suitors  for  a  grutuitoiia  fuvour,  but  bs  n^aertcrs 
of  II  posiuvo  right,  whii-h  Ciirist  himst-lf  hud  boMowed  on  the  poor. 
A  cody  of  lusher  authority  than  uny  human  lawa,  had  imposed  on 
Ihc  rich  the  offico.  axid  tlio  oldigationB,  of  stewards  for  such  as  had 
netil  of  s'lstenuuce.  The  indigent  were  Iho  re,nl  proprietors  of  all 
rmrthly  treMUres.  Tli*.*  fuod  on  which  Dives  fared  sumptuously, 
belonged  of  right  to  Lnz-inis ;  and  Dives  could  acipiire  an  equal 
title  to  Iw  fed,  only  by  l,>iiig,  iu  his  turn,  a  hfiggar  at  the  grite. 

A  doctrine  always  so  welcome  to  the  great  tody  of  mankind, 
oonld.  never  have  been  announced  with  a  surer  prospect  of  a  wide 
sod  conitaL  aceeptanoGj  by  the  people  at  Ian;e,  than  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  thirteenth  cuutury.  But  the  establishment  ia 
the  c)iun  h  of  a  poUty  thus  deniocmtic,  seemerl  no  ea^y  enterprise, 
H«  who  wore  tiie  Triple  Crown,  could,  it  seemed,  be  scarcely 
axpect^'d  to  i>prmit  the  creation  of  a  new  monastic  instittitfl  on  prin- 
ciplefl  so  menacing  to  all  Bovercijjns,  whether  secular  or  spiritual. 
Yet  withunt  that  pormisflon,  the  fountJor  might  become  an 
bcresiarch  as  guilty  as  Pet«r  WaMo^  tinii  his  followers  obnoxious  to 
piUiir>hments  as  terrible  aft  th<?s>?  of  the  AlbigeDsee.  It  was  in  the 
wunuier  of  the  year  1210  that  Francis,  accompanied  by  two  or  three 
of  hill  linuNidos.  iniwle  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome,  to  obtain,  if  possible^ 
Irom  the  formidable  potentate,  who  then  bore  the  keya  and  the 
awoni  of  PeliT,  a  sanction  for  thosft  startling  novelties 

The  splendid  palace  of  the  Lateran  reflected  the  rays  of  the  even- 
ing sun  as  the  wayworn  travellers  approached  it.  A  croup  of 
churchmen  in  sumjituous  apiwrel  were  traversing  with  slow  and 
ineaeurwi  steps  it3  lofty  terrace,  tlicn  called  "  the  Mirror,"  as  if 
ofmid  til  ov^rUike  him  who  jireceded  lliem,  in  a  dress  stiidioysly 
«iniple,  and  with  a  cou'ntcnancfl  wrapt  in  earnest  meditation, 
llnniftloul  by  passion,  and  yet  elate  with  conscious  power,  that  eagle 
eye,  and  those  cftpncions  brows,  announced  him  the  lonl  of  a 
domhiion  wliich  might  have  salisHfNl  at  once  the  pride  of  Diopenes, 
and  the  ambition  of  Alexander.  Since  the  Tugurium  waa  built  on 
Ibe  Capituliue,  no  greaUir  monarc-h  had  ever  called  the  aeven  liills 
his  own.     Bui,  in  his  Pontificate,  no  tern  bad   occurred  more 
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arduoiia  than  tliat  in  whLcli  Innocent  the  Third  saw  Uie  tn^ 
of  ^Vssiai  prnattate  themsolvea  at  his  ftist. 

Twelve  yeurs  had  elapsed  ainco  liis  elevation  to  the  PontiJicaf 
throne.  In  that  period  ho  had  convort«d  into  realities  the  mast 
audacious  visions  of  HiMubrand.  He  had  exacte(.l  the  oath  of 
fealty  to  him&eU'  from  iUl  the  Imperial  officera  of  Ihe  city.  He  had 
seized  on  the  [uarch&s  of  Aucona  and  Umbria.  He  Imd  annulled  the 
election  of  Frederick,  the  infant  son  of  the  decetised  Emperor ;  and, 
as  Vicar  of  Chnst  on  (»irth,  had  siihstitnlod  for  him  the  young 
Otho  of  Bruuswi&k ;  whom  he  aftertvanis  cxcomninnicatod.  He 
bad  Laid  Franco  under  an  interdict  to  punish  the  divorce  of  Philip 
Augustus.  He  bad  given  nvsay  the  crouns  of  Bohemia  and  Hul* 
garia.  He  had  received  liomage  from  John  for  the  crown  of  Kng- 
land  ;  and,  availing  hini$;fdf  of  Count  Baldwin's  capture  of  Constan- 
tiiioplo,  he  had  Ijcnome  the  arbiter  of  the  fortunes  of  the  Eaalern 
Kuipire.  So  far  all  had  been  triumphant-  But  dark  clouds  bad 
now  arisen,  which  may  well  be  supposed  to  have  shaped  and 
coloured  the  evening  reverie  of  this  great  conqueror ;  when  it  ~ 
interrupted  by  the  sudden  appeanince  of  Francis  and  hia  con 
panions. 

The  interruption  was  as  unwelcome  as  it  was  abrupt.     As 
gazed  at  the  squalid  dress  and  facoit  of  his  strange   suitors,  an 
observed  their  bare  and  unwashed  feet,  his  lip  curled  with 
and,  st«mly  commaudiug  them  to  withi-Uuw,  he  seemed  agftin 
retire  from  the  outer  world  into  some  uf  the  deep  rocesaee  of 
capiicioas  mind.     Francis  and  his  companions  betook  tlicmaelf 
to   prayer ;    Innocent  to  his   couch.     Tliere  (says  the  lej^dj 
dreamed  that  a  palm  tree  sprouted  up  from  the  ground  between 
feet,  and,  swiftly  sliouting  up  into  the  heavens,  east  her  boughs  o^ 
every  side,  a  sheltt^t-  frum  tlie  heaU  and  a  refreshment  to  the  weary. 
The  vision  of  the  niglit  (so  proceeds  the  tale)  dictated  the  jwlicy  of 
the  morning,  and  asKUitHi  lunooent  thut,  under  hia  fostering  care, 
the  Franciscan  palm  would  strike  deep  her  routs,  and  expand 
foliage  on  every  side,  in  the  \-ineyanl  of  the  Church. 

Never,  however,  was  there  a  time  when  the  councils  of  Rome 
were  less  really  under  the  inQuencc  of  uarcolics  of  any  kind.  It 
must  have  been  in  the  vigils,  nol  in  the  slumbers,  of  the  night,  that 
the  Pontiff  revolved  the  Lncideut-s  of  the  preceding  evening;,  and 
perceived  their  full  signilicance.  Yet  why  deliberate  at  all  when  it 
is  impossible  to  err]  InCdlibility  should  advance  to  truth  by  one 
&ee  intuitive  Iwund,  not  hobbling  on  the  crutches  of  inquiry'  and 
inference.  It  is  among  the  mysteries  which  we  are  bound  to  revere 
in   silence,  that,  whether  in  solitude  or  in  synods,  the  inspired 
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triBdom  of  Korae  luig  nlways  Krope<l  its  way  by  the  aid  of  human 
reasonings.  No  re^onl  rerDaina  of  thosft  which  uow  governed  tha 
resolves  of  Innoc4>nt ;  hut  an  obvious  conjecture  may  supply  them. 

The  great  traditional  maxim  of  the  Papal  dynasty  has  over  been, 
to  direct  the  tendencies  of  each  succeeding  age,  by  grasping  and 
oontrolling  thow  springs  of  action  from  which  the  spirit  of  each 
successively  flerivea  it«  mould,  and  form,  and  fashion.  From  every 
province  of  his  Hpiritual  empire,  tidings  had  recently  readied  tlio 
PoutilT  of  tho  appeamnce  and  rapid  diUuaion  of  a  spirit,  full  of 
menace  to  all  thrones,  and  urgently  demanding  8utijugation.  It 
might  b«  called  tho  fraternising  spirit.  'It  mauifcstcd  it-solf  in  the 
erealiun  of  brothnrliooiia  as  harriers  a^uist  despotigm,  both  fendol 
and  ecclesiasticuL  In  all  the  chief  cities  of  Europe,  the  merchants, 
citixeu-t,  und  workmen,  were  forming  themselves  into  guilds,  and 
electing  their  oi,vn  {rnidics  and  magistrates.  Already  might  he  dia- 
cemeii  the  active  germs  of  the  great  commercial  commonwealths  of 
Florence,  Pisa,  ajid  Genoa  ;  of  JFrankfort,  Ghent,  and  Bragoa ;  of 
Hamburgh,  Lubeck,  and  Bremen ;  and  those  of  the  no  leiis  great 
eonunercial  corporations  of  Lt)ndon,  Bristol,  and  Nor«iclL  Still 
more  numerous  were  the  religious  associations  which,  in  one  "vast, 
though  incoherent,  allinncfl,  oppuRccI  tho  priile  and  luxury  of  their 
spiritual  lords.  From  the  Gnadalquiver  to  the  Elbe — from  the 
Thames  to  tho  Tiber — swarms  of  such  socialists  practised,  or  spumed 
to  practise,  extreme  austorilies,  and  inculcated  doctrines  abhorred  of 
tfao  orthodox  and  the  fatthfui.  Obscurely  distinguished  fiom  each 
other  u  Patarius,  Catlmri,  Bons-Uommes,  Poor  men  of  Lyons, 
Josephins,  Flagellants,  Puhlicani,  and  Waldflnses,  or  grouped  to- 
gether under  tlie  genend  tenn  of  Albiyensei?,  they  rejected  the 
aacramente  of  marriaj^n  nntl  pcnanen,  and  dishehcved  the  magicfil  in- 
fluence of  baptism  and  the  euchariat.  They  denied  the  lawfulness 
of  oatha  and  of  capital  punishment.s.  They  maintained  thut  no 
Divine  ordinance  was  valid  if  administered  by  a  priest  in  mortal 
Bin.  They  taught  that  the  successors  of  the  Apostles  were  bound 
to  succeed  to  the  apostolic  poverty  ;  and,  since  none  so  well  fullUled. 
that  hereditary  obligation  as  themselves,  they  thought  that  none 
were  equally  well  entitled  to  diacliat:ge  the  apostolic  office. 

To  refute  these  errors,  Komc  had  omployod  her  most  irre&agable 
argumenta :  tho  bitter  cursoa  of  Lucius  ;  the  cruelties,  beyond  con- 
ception horribfe,  of  Innccent.  The  brand,  the  scourge,  and  the 
sword,  had  fallen  from  the  weariM  bauds  of  the  mini&tcrB  of  his 
vengeance.  Hundred.*!  were  cast  alive  into  the  funiuce,  and  not  a 
few  plunged  into  the  flames  with  exulting  doclaratiims  of  the  faith 
tat  which  they  perished.    The  Vicar  of  Christ  bathod  the  baonei 
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of  the  cross  in  a  carnajje,  from  which  the  wolves  of  HomalnR,  and 
the  eagles  of  Caesar,  would  have  turned  away  with  loalliing.  But 
the  will  of  the  aulforera  was  itidomitiiblt^ ;  mid  this  new  scoiirRe  of 
Ood  was  constrained  to  ft*!,  that,  frciiu  fonqupsta  wliich  li^fl  tlie 
immortal  spirit  unsubdued,  he  conld  derive  no  effectuaJ  security, 
and  no  enduring  triumph. 

Such  was  the  menac.in}»  aspect  which  Christendom  pr«8ont«d  to 
her  Bacertiotal  hftid  at  the  moment,  when,  afti»r  liavin^;  iirst  re- 
pulsed, he  again  summoned  to  his  presi-nce,  ihe  mendicant*  of 
Assist  The  other  monastic  orders  formed  so  many  ramparts 
round  his  throne.  But  neither  the  Benedictines  with  thii'ir  splondid 
endo^nuents,  nor  the  Carlliusians  with  their  self-ininuilations,  nop 
the  Cistt-roians  in  their  .studious  8olltu»l«8,  nor  tlie  Templars  and 
Ho8f>itulltTs  with  their  sharp  sworda,  nor  thy  Eei^uines  and  Maturiiia 
with  their  half-aecnlar  piirsuita,  conhl  oppose  any  cHective  weapons 
to  the  migratory  gospellers,  who  in  every  land  toileil,  and  preached, 
ftnd  died  ;  at  once  the  martyrs,  and  tho  devoted  antagonists,  of  liig 
power.  It  was,  then,  in  no  dreaming  phant««y.  but  in  open  vision, 
that  the  pahn-troe  epruuf;  up  between  his  feet,  as  a  new  and  & 
welcome  shelter.  Tlie  fnrviil  B]jeHcIi,  the  resulvL^d  aspect,  Ihe  lowly 
demeanour,  the  very  dirt  and  wrotchedneaa  of  those  squalid 
vagrants,  ^vc  to  that  penetrating  eye  aasaianoe  of  u  dcvotedness 
which  mlj^ht  ri\id  and  eclipse  (and,  perhaps,  porsiia<le)  those  whom 
Simon  de  Montfoit  had  in  vain  attt-nipted  to  extt-miiuute.  And  ae, 
in  later  days,  Atistoteiian  imiovalinns  were  neutnilised  by  scbQlastio 
subtleties  ; — the  all-nniancipating  prfi^s  liy  the  houl-Kuhduing  mlniclea 
of  art ; — the  iropaasioned  revolt  of  Lutlier  by  the  ardent  ailej;iance  of 
Loyola  : — so  now,  the  ill-nrgiinised  confi^lemcy  of  the  reformers  of 
Western  Europe  mijjht  be  coontcmcted  by  a  zeal  as  impetuous  as 
thoir  own,  but  directod  by  the  unerring  sagacity  of  tlio  Koman  con- 
clave, to  far  more  systematic  and  effective  exertions.  The  popular 
watchwords  of  Poverty,  Continence,  Lowliness,  and  Self-BenitJ, 
would  no  longer  be  u^  as  so  many  reproaches  on  the  lioman 
hierarchy,  but  as  the  war-cry  of  the  aelf-mortitied  adherents  of 
Borne.  Her  enthusiastic  missionaries,  commanding  the  sympathy 
of  the  tonltitude,  would  rnutic.  it  to  flow  in  holy  indignation  against 
ihe  vices  of  the  mitre  and  the  coronet,  but  in  pious  loyalty  towards 
the  Triple  Crown  which  had  rested  for  a  thousand  years  on  the 
browfl  of  the  successors  of  Peter. 

With  such  prescience.  Innocent  recalled  into  lii»  presence  the 
mendicant  whose  tirst  overtores  he  liad  bo  contemptuously  rejected. 
He  now  accepted  them,  cordially  indeed,  yet  with  chnracterislio 
caution.     The  hiws  of  the  proposed  order  of  Minorites  vera  ex- 
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srainetl.  (Uscussiyl,  Anil  approved.  Heedletts  cf  the  sinister  prodic- 
tious  of  the  8iKrt»l  College,  tliti  Fojw  was  will ui^  to  rcuognise.  iii 
the  Btfverity  of  tiieir  di.scipUne,  tlie  pt-ifecticiii  which  Chris:  himself 
rv<|uirtu) ;  and  Francis,  having  pliRhtofl  sDhnun  vows  of  olMxiience, 
Btid  huvini;  received  in  turn  a  no  less  »>Ioinn  apostolio  hleasin;;, 
departed  from  the  Latvnin.  with  on  untcritien  approbation  of  his 
rule. 

Jnflnine*!  wttli  holy  anJour  for  the  convereion  of  men.  and  for  the 
drfeiice  of  the  fortress  and  centre  of  tho  Cathohc  f.iith,  he  i-etumed 
to  his  niitive  city.  His  toilsome  uiurt;h  was  a  genuine  n\ntion. 
Hi«  steps  irere  followed  by  aJmiring  crowds  ;  church  bells  rang  out 
their  peelfl  at  his  approach ;  processions  chantinj^  solemn  litbniea 
adTancod  to  meet  him  ;  ennptiued  devotees  kissed  his  clothes,  his 
h.iudt<,  and  his  feet ;  pmselytes  of  either  sex,  and  of  every  nude  and 
age,  repeated  the  vows  of  poverty,  continence,  obedience,  and 
,  kibour  ;  and,  as  the  words  p;i3sed  from  mouth  to  mouth,  other  vowa 
jy  mingled  with  them,  devoting  lands,  convents,  and  mon- 

eritw  to  ti»e  uso  of  those  whose  abandonment  of  all  worldly 
wealth  wjis  thus  enlhusinstically  celehniled.  Superb  inconsistency  ! 
Ho  homa;i".',  however  extnivuj^anl,  is  refused  by  mankind  to  a  will 
I  once  inOexible  and  triuinphant;  so  great  is  the  reverence  uncun- 
^^BCioosly  rendered,  even  by  the  least  retlecting,  to  the  great  mystery 
of  our  nature  ; — the  existence  in  man  of  volitions  and  of  lesolves, 
sot  absorho).!  in  the  Supreme  "Will,  Imt,  in  sonu)  enigmatic  sense, 
distinct  from  it.  llie  simple-heart't-d  Fruncis  had  a  readier  solu- 
tion. "They  honour  God,"  he  exclaimed,  "in  the  vilest  of  His 
^features.*'  Whatever  may  have  besn  the  motive  of  the  donors, 
Iho  Ciot  is  certain,  thnt>  on  his  rctnm  ttom  Rome,  the  siiouso  of 
INjveriy  receiveiU  for  the  use  of  his  spiritual  ofTeriug,  u  formal  grant 
of  the  church  of  St  Jfiiry  of  Angels,  or  the  Pondonculo,  which  his 
pious  zeal  had  reinstate<i. 

Amnng  the  saints  of  the  Roman  calendar  few  enjoj-  a  more 
exidteit  renown  than  St  Clare,  a  scion  of  the  noble  bouse  of 
Ortt^>!dtia.  "Clara,"  so  mna  tho  hull  of  her  canouisatioti,  "  claris 
prsccUra  merilis,  magns  in  cceIo  claritate  gloriic,  ac  in  ternl  mjmou- 
lorum  suhlifliium,  cloro  cLirot"  Even  before  her  birth  a  voice  from 
hp-a\'cn  Iiud  announct-d  that  her  coursa  of  life  was  to  he  a  hrillinnti 
one  ;  and,  at  tlio  in-itanee  of  her  mother,  to  whom  the  promise  hud 
heen  aihlresae*),  she  therefore  received  at  the  baptismal  font  the 
gi:.Miilicant  name  on  which,  after  her  death,  Po|ie  Alexander  the 
F'jurth  was  to  play  this  jingle.  From  her  childhood  she  had 
juiitifieil  the  nppellation.  Ittmeath  her  cotdly  roljes,  and  the  jewels 
vhich  adorned  them,  she  wore  the  penitential  girdle;   and  T&in 
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were  the  efTorts  of  countless  euitnrs  to  win  a  lieart  already  derotoi 
to  the  Heavenly  Bridej^room.  The  fuuic  of  her  piety  reacbed  tha 
ears,  and  touched  the  heart,  of  Francis.  She  admired  the  luetre  of 
his  sanctit}'.  The  mutual  atttoctioa  was  felt  and  acknowledged. 
They  met,  conferrod,  and  met  ayaio.  By  his  advice  an  elopement 
frcm  the  houiw  of  her  pareute  was  arranged,  and  by  his  assi'stance 
it  was  eQ'ected.  Tliey  fled  to  the  Porzioncida.  Monks,  chanting 
their  matins  by  forth -light,  received  and  welcomed  her  there ;  and 
then,  attended  by  her  spiritual  p^de,  she  took  sanctuary  in  the 
ueij^hbouring  church  of  St  Paul,  until  arrangements  could  be  mado 
for  her  recejUiun  in  a  convent  The  heroine  of  the  romance  was  in 
her  ninettifiith,  the  hero  in  his  tbbtieth,  year.  Yet  she  wa:^  not  an 
lilluijiii,  but  ouly  one  of  those,  young  Iiuliea  (all  good  angel»  guard 
them  1)  by  whom  the  ether  of  sacerdotal  eloquence  cannot  be  safely 
iuhalcd  in  private;  He  waa  not  an  Abelnid,  but  only  one  of  those 
ghostly  counsellors  (ail  good  angels  avert  them !)  who  ^vouid  con- 
duct eotils  to  heaven,  by  the  breach  of  the  earliest  and  most  sacred 
of  the  duliea  which  He  who  reicns  there  has  laid  upon  us.  Such, 
indeed,  was  the  superiority  of  I-mncis  to  any  prejudice  in  favour  of 
filial  obedience  and  parental  authority,  that,  despite  the  agony  and 
the  rage  of  hor  father,  and  the  clfurt  of  bis  armed  retainer?,  he  in- 
duced her  two  sistera,  Agnes  and  Beatrice,  to  follow  her  fli>^tt  and 
to  partake  cf  her  seclusion.  The  shears  which  severed  the  cluater* 
ing  locks  of  Agnes,  were  held,  we  are  assureel,  by  his  own  conse- 
crated hands. 

So  bewitchiitg  an  example  was,  of  course,  fatal  to  many  other 
ilovring  trcsMs,  and  to  the  nerfnity  of  the  heads  they  covered.  Tha 
church  of  St  Uamiano,  which  the  zeal  uf  Francis  had  reconstnicted, 
beoame  the  convent  uf  the  order  of  puur  si^l«rs.  Monks  cannot 
cease  to  bo  men  ;  and,  in  their  silent  cells,  the  hearts  uf  tlte  Minor 
l)rethren  throbbed  to  learn  thiit  their  craving's  for  woman's  sympathy 
were  thus,  at  leoat,  partially  aatisfied.  Under  the  guidance  of  the 
ladies  of  the  house  of  Ortolano,  and  the  l^^ation  of  their  common 
founder,  rolonies  of  this  devout  sisterhod  were  rijiidly  settled  in 
all  the  chief  cities  of  Europe  ;  and  Clara,  the  disobedient  and  the 
devout,  being  elected  the  hret  abbess  of  the  onler,  performed,  as  wo 
are  assorMl,  miracles  of  self-conquest  in  her  lifetime,  and  mimdes 
of  mercy  in  her  loniK 

At  the  summit  of  his  hopes,  Francis  surveyed  the  poth  which  yet 
lay  before  him ;  but  his  spirit  fainted  at  the  prospect.  Jieuowu, 
in^uanco,  sujiremacy,  had  gathered  round  him ;  hut  bis  soul  was 
opprestMMl  with  Uie  responsibilities  of  trusts  so  weighty,  and  for  the 
UM  of  which  he  vug  wholly  unprepared  by  any  Ulerary  or  theolo- 
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gical  education.  la  words  wliich  ho  ascribes  to  Francis  Iiimself,  St 
BonaTcntiira  Ueplcta  the  cuuilict  of  hiu  iniud  ou  ihe  gmve  qui'b'tion, 
■whether,  hy  a  life  of  solitary  devotion,  or  by  a  Jife  of  ajioetolio 
labours,  he  should  best  fullU  the  Divine  cuiint<elB.  If  the  quoUtinn 
of  bis  l»Dg\i»ge  be  arcumte,  it  is  f^vident  that  he  inclined  to  the 
moro  active  choice,  but  dreaded  to  oppose  to  the  wisdom  of  hia  apo, 
the  fiinliahness  of  such  prciichini^'  sia  bis  untaught  mind,  and  uu- 
practiBod  tongue,  could  utt-er.  If  the  (.Ulhculty  itself  is  character- 
istic of  him,  the  eacape  from  it  is  still  more  so. 

Sylvester,  one  of  hie  associates  at  the  Jiivo  Tnrto,  still  reniained 
in  the  adjacent  roonntain?,  a  hemiit  absorbed  in  devotion.  To  him, 
and  to  Clara,  Francia  despatclied  injimctions  to  ascertain  what  was 
the  pleasure  nf  the  great  Ucad  of  the  Church  on  this  momentous 
question.  The  answers  of  the  hermit-  and  of  the  abbtsw  were  the 
same.  To  each  it  had  htcn  rev<ul<'d  that  the  founder  of  Uieii'  order 
should  g^  forth  and  preach  the  GospeL  God,  they  assured  htni, 
would  put  words  into  his  mouth.  To  receive  their  joint  message  he 
knelt  on  the  earth  ;  hia  hoad  bare  and  bowed  down,  his  hands  crossed 
ovei  his  brwist.  On  hearing  it  he  vaidtod  from  the  groiunl,  crying, 
**  Let  ufl  go  forth  in  the  name  of  the  Lonl ! "  At  his  hret  appear- 
Ance  lu  a  preacher,  we  are  told  that  hunting  eloquence  burst  from 
his  U{M,  dlseues  fled  at  his  touch,  sinneis  abandoned  their  vices,  and 
crowds  fl«K;ked  into  his  order.  Every  day  witnessed  tlie  increase  of 
the  numbtT-  and  zeal  of  his  jinselytes  ;  until,  on  the  30lh  of  May, 
1216,  n  t!'J*>'iIy  ':t>mpany.  constituting  the  fii-st  chapter  of  the  order 
of  the  Minor  brethren,  had  assenihlcil  at  the  Forzioncula, 

'Hiis  convention  was  rendered  ntemomblo  in  their  annals  by  the 
aplMrlionmcnt  whirh  was  then  matle  of  the  Christian  world  into  so 
uuny  Fratioisican  imssions.  For  himself  tlic  founder  reserved  the 
king<t'»ui  of  France,  as  the  noblest  and  most  arduous  province, 
Tuamny,  Lorahanly,  Provence,  Spain,  and  Germany  were  assigned 
to  livo  of  liH  princijial  followers.  Such  wore  now  their  numbers 
that  thirty-four  dftpiirtcil  for  Provence,  and  no  less  than  sixty  found 
their  way  to  the  Frapirc.  Tlio  land  of  the  GlubftlUnes,  the  future 
Inrth-pUce  of  Lnthor,  formed,  however,  even  in  the  thirteenth 
c«Dtury,  an  exception  to  the  welcome  with  which,  in  other  ports  of 
Xurope,  ihoM!  new  einisfWries  of  Kome  were  enthasia^tically  re- 
ceivwl.  Of  tho  itinerants  along  the  banks  of  tlie  iihino  and  tho 
I>anubc,  not  one  could  make  hLmseLf  intelligible  in  the  Crt-mmn 
tongue.  Destitute  of  the  ever  reaily  resoun-e  of  miracle  (it  ia  dilfi- 
cnlt  to  ronjocturo  why),  tbfy  could  not  conviiHU)  a  jiooplo  with 
V'  co(dd  not  communicate;  and  were  drivoa  away  with 
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'ilio  Frpneh  miBsion  roneivwl  a  yet  mere  unexpected  clierlc.  To 
pla«e  tliip  j^'at  undertakiag  uiiiU-r  tJie  sptrcial  U4ire  of  St  Peter  and 
iSt  Paul,  Kraiicia  hiid  conmienued  his  luinsiunary  jounicy  by  viaiting 
their  st'ptiiL'hivs.  K<iiue  had,  at  that  tim*^  wot-ived  aiiothbr,  and 
not  li*8H  mfimituhle,  Riiest,  since  knowit  in  tlio  CAlendai-  of  the  stunts 
Ly  the  name  of  Bominigk.  He  was  n  Spiuiiard,  the  Tnember  of  a 
noble  hoiian,  a  man  of  hitteis,  and  a  priest.  Amid  the  horrors  of 
the  cruRade  agsunst  the  Albigende-s  and  while  himaelf  deeply  stained 
witli  that  blood-guiltiness,  he  liail  jii-eai'hf'd  repentance,  an<i  incul- 
cated orthoiioxy.  And  nuw,  u  ftojounier  in  the  niL'tropolis  of  Cliri8t#n- 
dom,  he  saw  in  a  visiuu  Clirist  liimwlf  jiokscshwI  with  wmth  a^aiiiBt 
mankind  (so  veil  af^reed  hia  sleeping  and  his  waldng  thongbts),  and 
tlien  appeared  to  bim  the  Virgin  mother,  apf«a.sing  her  son  by  pre- 
senting to  him  two  men,  in  one  of  whom  the  dreamer  ?aw  his  own 
image.  The  other  was  a  stnmgf.T  to  him.  When,  with  the  return 
of  lijiht,  he  repaired  to  a  neighbouring  church  to  worship,  that 
atranger  appeared  there  in  the  garb  of  a  mendicant,  "  My  brother, 
my  ennifutnion,"  exclaimed  the  UpauiaM,  "  let  us  unite  our  ]>oweTS, 
and  nothing  shall  prevail  ngiiin.st  u«;'*  and  forthwith  tlie  founden 
nf  the  Bominiean  and  frauciscan  onlors  were  in  eaeb  other  a  arms. 
ITicy  met  &^in  at  the  palace  of  tlie  Cardinal  Ugolino.  He  pro- 
poeed  to  them  the  elevation  of  some  of  their  fL»liowyr»  to  tlie  epii*- 
copttcy,  and  even  to  the  Sacro«i  CoUi-ge.  'Die.  offer  was  deelinL-d  by 
botli.  Anuther  inetfoctual  propo^il  was  made  liy  Dominick  hiiusfiLr 
for  the  union  of  their  separate  institutes ;  and  then,  with  earnest 
pnjfessions  of  mutual  ni-^aril,  and  a'^surances  of  mutual  support,  they 
parted  to  divide  the  world  ln^tweon  them. 

To  secure  his  share  of  tlmt  empiiv,  f  rancis,  howevor,  found  it 
oeoeasary  to  abandon  his  contemphiteil  mission  to  France.  The 
sagaoity  of  Ug».>lino  had  detected  the  intrigue*  and  secret  machina- 
tions of  the  enemies  of  this  new  spiritual  power  ;  and  bi--^  authority 
imlueed  the  foimder  of  it  to  remain  at  Eomo,  to  counteract  thorn. 
Subtlety,  the  tutelary  genius  of  his  country,  and  his  natural  ally  on 
such  an  occasion,  abandoned  Francis  on  this,  as  on  so  many  other 
exigenoies,  to  the  charge  of  the  gentler  jiower.  Somuus ;  who,  throw- 
ing open  the  ivory  gates,  exhibited  to  him,  lirst  a  hen,  attemj>ting 
in  vain  to  gather  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and  then  a  majestic 
bird,  gently  alighting  Uy  spread  her  far-extemled  plumage  over  the 
unprottK'ted  hnwul.  The  interpretation  was  obvious.  The  Pop« 
must  be  persuaded  to  appoint  IJgrtlino  to  the  oUice  of  protector  of 
the  unfledged  nestlings  of  the  Franciscan  eyrie. 

But  Innocent  was  now  dead;  and  the  third  Honorius,  a  stranger 
to  Francis,  and  studiously  prepoaiessed  against  bim,  tilled  tho  papal 
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thrnno.  Tlio  cAnlinal  proposed  that  the  suitor  for  this  now  favour 
should  win  it  hy  preaching  iu  the  saunjJ  congistory ;  pereuiwWd 
ihnt  thft  (jltMiueuce  fur  which  he  was  ivnnwned  must  triumph  over 
all  oppusing  prpjudiros,  Clreut  were  ihe  Ihnws  of  preparation.  A 
iwmiiin,  cu)n{)0^eil  with  the  utnioKt  skill  of  the  pmicher,  was  en- 
ICnivi'n,  with  his  utmost  diligence,  on  his  memory.  But  at  the  sight 
of  that  au;;uBt  audionuc,  cvfiry  trace  of  it  deported  from  his  mind ; 
h*aviui;  him  iu  utter  confusion,  and,  as  it  seemed,  in  hopelfws 
fili-in--''.  A  jKui.se,  a  mental  prayer,  and  one  vehement  self-conflict 
fulltiwed ;  and  tlion.  ahoudoning  himself  to  the  natural  current  of 
hi«  own  arU-nl;  emotions,  he  pouri'd  forth  his  soul,  in  an  u-ldpess  so 
full  of  warmth  and  oncrg>',  as  to  -extort  from  the  Pope,  and  tho 
whole  colK'^e,  the  exclamation  that  it  was  not  ha  that  spake,  hut 
the  Itivinily  which  spoke  within  him.  From  RUi.-h  lijis  no  pe(iuest 
coal«l  be  prefi-rreil  in  vain  ;  and  UgoUuo  wau  uuminaUKl  by  Ho- 
ti<  triuM  to  the  hi;;h  and  confidential  post  of  Protuctor  of  tlie  Mtnorile 
brethren. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1219  (the  tenth  year  of  the  Franniscan 
gEra),  the  inluibiUuts  nf  As-sisi  looked  from  their  walls  on  a  vast 
encampment  Bunxtuiidic};  tlie  Porzioncula  as  a  centre,  aud  spreading 
over  the  wide  pbtin  on  which  the  city  stands.  Five  thuusaud  meu- 
dicanU  liAil  there  met  tof^tlier  to  eelehrate  the  second  general  chap- 
t^r  of  their  order.  HuU  of  atiT^w  and  mud  afforded  them  shelt^^r. 
Tho  piety  of  the  noighbourinj^  towns  an!  vilhigps  supplied  them  with 
food.  Each  RHJUp,  or  company,  of  sixty  or  a  hundred,  formed  a  dis- 
tinct congregation,  ott'erinj;  up  prayers  in  common,  or  listening  to 
discourses  of  whirh  th«  future  conquest  of  the  world  was  tho  theme. 
Then,  at  the  word,  ami  under  the  guidance,  of  their  chief,  the  se- 
parate Iwnds,  formiu<j  tlunnselves  into  one  lonj;  procession,  advanced 
with  solemn  chnnU,  or  in  still  more  solemn  silence,  to  the  city  of 
Peru^a.  There  Ugolino  met  them,  and,  casting  off  his  purple 
mantle,  his  hat.  and  his  shoes,  was  conducted  by  his  exulting  clients, 
in  the  dress  of  ft  Minor  brother,  to  the  place  of  their  great  assembly. 
"  Behold."  exclaimed  the  astonished  patron,  to  the  fouuilur  of  the 
ord»?r,  "  Iwhold  the  camp  of  God  !  How  goodly  are  thy  tents,  0 
laraiil,  and  thy  dwellings,  O  Jacob  !  " 

The  words  fell  mournfully  on  the  oar  of  Francis.  As  his  e)'ea 
•conned  the  triumphs  of  that  ausjucious  hoar,  sadness  brooded  over 
lua  soni  Hn  felt,  like  other  conquerors,  that  the  lauml  wreath  is 
t.  H-)  iiirely  entwineil  with  cypress ;  and  drew  dark  forebodings  of 
li'  iv  even  &om  tho  unexpected  rapiiLity  of  his  succosa  Hriof, 
thurufore,  and  meUnchuly,  was  his  answer  to  the  Cardinal's  con- 

atulatiooa.    *'  We  have  made,"  he  said,  "  large  promises  i  we  hav9 
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iweivwl  yet  larger.  Let  us  accomplish  the  one  ;  anJ  a.9f>ire  nttet 
tli'i  fulfilLieiit  of  tlie  other.  Tliirsi^  pltitsures  nn>  bri»;f.  Tlu-a*  are 
pains  which  are  eternal.  Our  suffiiiinga  are  light ;  hut  thero  is  a 
far  more  exceeding  weight  of  glory.  Many  aw  calluJ,  fow  are 
chosen.  To  each  man  there  Khali  be  a  rt'cum penny  atcorJing  to  hia 
works.  Above  all  things,  my  hrt'thrcii,  Iovh  the  holy  Chim:I»,  and_ 
pray  for  her  f.xaltution.  But  din;:;  to  poverty,  Is  it  not  wiitt 
Cast  thy  bunien  upon  the  Lnnl,  and  He  shall  nourish  thee  1" 

Again  the  heart  of  Ugolino  tluoht^d  aa  he  surveywl  the  TOultihide 
devoted  to  worha  of  merty  and  of  self-denial ;  and  he  commeuditd 
vliilo  he  blesaeti,  them.    Ag;un  was  raised  the  8tcnii?r  voice  of  the 
B[)iritual  father,  rebuking  the  soft  weakness  with  which  they  ha 
welcomed  and  enjoyed  euch  unmerited  praUe.    Pained  and  mortified, 
the  Cardinal  asked  the  motive  of  this  ill-timed  severity.    "  Jfy  lordjj 
I  have  reproved  them,"  was  the  answer,  "  that  they  nmy  imt  lo 
the  lowliness  you  hare  been  extolling ;  and  that  humility  may  strih 
her  roots  the  more  deeply  into  their  heartu." 

Unfemiliar  n»  he  was  with  the  aubtletiea,  scholastic  or  politic, 
hifl  age,  Trancis  was  a  keen  observer  of  the  chamcteTs  and  the  way_ 
of  men.  lie  iliacovered  that  the  zealous  protct^tor  of  his  order  was 
a  still  more  zealous  member  of  the  Koman  conclave ;  and  that,  to_ 
attach  the  foremost  of  the  BUnor  brethren  to  the  cause  and  serviq 
of  the  Papacy,  he  had  duzzled  their  eyes  with  prospecta  of  mitr 
and  even  of  the  purple.  He  also  <lia(!overed  that  they  had  confer 
with  tlie  Cardinal  on  their  own  exclusion  from  the  government 
the  society,  on  the  wnnt  both  of  health  and  of  leaniing  in  their 
head,  and  on  the  excci^^ive  ri^^ouc  and  singularity  of  his  rule.  He 
saw  in  these  Pathans  and  Abirams  of  his  camp  the  rising  spirit  of 
THVolt,  and  ho  proceeded  at  once  to  suIkIuo  it  with  his  accnstomed 
euerfry.  The  chapter  of  the  order  wjis  in  session ;  when,  conduct- 
ing UpoHno  thither,  Francis  atldressed  to  them,  and  to  him,  these 
stem  and  menacing  worila;  "My  brethren,  God  has  commatided 
me,  in  foolishness  and  humility,  to  copy  the  foolisfhncsa  of  tha 
crri.SK.  Let  me  hear  of  no  other  rule  than  that  which  lie  has  thus 
established.  Dread  the  Divine  vengeance,  idl  yc  who  abandon  it, 
all  yo  who  ficdnc«  others  to  backslide."  The  silence  which  followed 
on  this  apostmphe,  and  nn  the  dejmrture  of  the  speaker,  waa  at 
length  broken  by  the  Canlinal.  He  exhortwi  the  congregation  to 
obey  implicitly  their  apostolic  founder,  on  whom,  he  declared,  tlie 
Divine  influence  was  evidently  resting.  Evident,  at  least,  it  had 
Iwcome,  that  the  day  of  secular  greatness  could  not  dawn  on  tlie 
children  of  Poverty  till  her  epouae  ahould  have  ceased  to  gov 
them. 
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To  'livert  tlieir  niinds  from  euch  di^byal  tliQiighia,  Francis  oc- 
cnpii'd  them  wiLli  the  pmraulgatinn  of  rules  rrsppctin^  the  worship 
0f  the  Virgin,  of  IVter  am)  of  Paul,  and  the  struciture  of  their  ecde- 
vijuiticiil  e<1ifi:;e8.  Tu  tdicit  their  Jovol  afiiections,  be  laid  before 
lh«ni  »  priijpct  fnr  the  apiritnal  roiiqueat  of  tht*  whole  hnhitahle 
glultc  For  himself  lie  reserved  the  scAt  of  tlie  war  l>utweea  the 
crufwlcra  oiul  the  Saraoens.  To  each  of  his  fortMim^t  (li«{:iph^s  ho 
assi^ed  a  sepumte  inidsion ;  and  ho  di^imissed  them  with  lettors 
from  the  Pope,  coinnicnding  them  to  the  care  of  all  eccle,'jiu3tic.'U. 
»iiy;riit;iricH,  and  with  a  circular  epistlt-  fnmi  hiinnelf,  hwiring  this 
eu|«ors':ription :  "To  all  Potentates,  (.Jovernors,  Consuls,  Jiulji^w, 
Biid  ^la^nstnites  on  the  earth,  and  to  all  othora  to  whom  these  pre- 
sents shidl  eomo,  brother  Francis,  your  unworthy  ser^•ant  in  the 
Lonl,  sendeth  tjreettng  and  peace."  Armed  with  these  credentioU 
the  propajs'-.iudista  of  .\s<$isi  dii^^wrsei ;  some  to  found  monn.xt  eries 
la  Sjiain,  some  t-i  preach  the  Gospel  in  the  Kmpire,  flome  to  rival 
tho  aocinlij*t8  of  France,  some  to  become  proft^^iiora  at  Oxford,  and 
Mmfl  to  provoke  martyrdom  in  ^lorocco;  but  never  opiiu  to  ba 
convened  by  their  "Genend  Minister"  to  conaiUt  to^'ether  in  a 
doliliomtive  chapter.  It  waa  an  experiment  too  hazardous  for  re- 
{■plition  ;  a  HkIc  to  bo  dreaded  fir  mora  than  any  whitih  AM:iiit«d 
iiim  among  the  warriors  of  the  crescent,  or  th^  champions  of  the  i^ross. 

Tlu'-'M)  were  now  drawn  in  hostile  ttrr.iy  under  iho  walls  of  Dami- 
cttrt,  and  there  ho  joinc.l  them.  The  confusion  of  the  camp  of  Agrar- 
nutnt«  was  but  a  fot^ble  ima<;c  of  that  which  he  found  in  the  ho^t  of 
Ihe  titular  King  of  Jenisuh'm,  John  do  lirieuae  ; — cavaliers  and 
frKitmeii.  ail  emulous  of  fame,  all  impatient  of  ohedienno,  all  insi&t- 
ing  on  Iniing  led  into  action,  all  intcrohan^ng  biitj;r  cimtumclies, 

1  oil  willing  to  cut  each  other's  throats,  if  no  better  employment 
bo  found  for  their  swonts.  Like  another  Micaiah,  Francis 
;  the  disastrous  R-sults  of  a  combat  alroul  to  he  wu;^'d,  luider 
elter  of  holy  names,  but  in  the  wanton  insolence  of  human 
pAssaon.  Lilco  him  ho  saw  all  Israel  s(;att«red  like  sheep  upon  the 
jDountains ;  and  like  him  he  prophesied  in  vain.  The  mutinauB 
troopf  hurried  their  leader  into  the  tiold  ;  and  the  loss  of  six 
thoosond  of  the  Christiana  attested  the  foresight  of  tlieir  uuwarlike 
ninnitor 

In  the  midst  of  feats  of  arms  and  apioniea  of  toils  and  mifrer* 
iiig.  admonition  was,  however,  an  ofhco  too  humble  to  satisfy  iJin 
desires  of  a  ^oul  ca<:t  in  q  mould  so  heroic  as  tiis.  Ho  was  a  !<tnitc- 
mst  OS  well  aa  a  saint ;  and,  in  this  ilay  of  sorrow  and  rebuke, 
tonnd  a  meet  occasion  to  exhibit  the  whole  stn-n>;lh  of  his  belli- 
ot  resources.     Daring  many  successive  houis,  he  knelt  and  waa 
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abeorbed  in  prayer  Tlvon  rising  wth  a  connteiiflnpe  railiant  ivith 
joy  and  courage,  he  ailvanced  (owanls  the  iiilulcl  camp;  chanting 
OS  he  inflTffhcd,  "Though  I  walk  through  the  voUoy  of  the  shorlov 
of  ileath.  I  will  fear  no  uvil,  fur  Thou  art  witii  mo."  A  gold  besant 
was  Uie  price  of  the  head  of  a  Christian.  But  what  were  such 
'  teriVira  to  an  evanj^'^list  about  to  clnaa  the  war  by  tho  coavpraion  of 
the  Sohlan  himself  (  From  every  incidt^nt  he  drew  fresh  coutidence. 
When  hft  saw  tJie  llocks  (rnUectcd  fur  tho  eoiisuuiiition  of  tlie  Sura- 
cons,  "Bchokl,"  ho  crii."!.  "I  semi  you  forth  as  sl»e^L*p  ainon;; 
Volves."  When  seizL'd  by  the  Saracens  thcni stives,  and  asked  by 
U'hom,  and  why,  he  had  IxH-n  sent  to  "  tlieir  lines,"  ho  answerpd, 
*'  I  am  not  a-nt  of  num,  but  of  God,  to  show  you  the  way  of 
salvation."  When  carried  before  their  chief,  and  courteously 
invited  to  remain  in  his  tent,  "Yes,"  he  exclaimed,  "  1  will  remain, 
if  you  and  your  people  will  become  converla  for  the  love  of  Jesus 
Chmt.  If  you  hesitate,  kiuille  a  furnace,  and  I  an  J  your  prii-sfa  will 
enter  it  together ;  and  iho  reaidt  shall  show  you  whether  tnith  is  on 
my  siile  or  on  theirs."  'llie  most  venerable  of  the  Imaunsahudderod 
and  wilhdn?\v  ;  and  the  smilnig  commamler  of  the  Faithful  avowed 
his  doul)t  whether  he  could  iind  a  priest  to  encounter  the  ordeaL 
"  Only  promise  to  become  a  Chriatiau,"  replied  Francis,  "  and  I  will 
enl4?r  tho  furnace  alone  ;  but  if  I  should  >jc  burnt,  conclude,  not 
that  my  message  is  false,  but  only  that  it  has  retK'hwI  you  by  ono 
who,  bearin;;  it  unwortliily,  is  justly  punislied  for  hia  sins."  Still 
obdarat«,  but  utill  courteous,  the  inlidcl  chief  ofiernl  ncli  preaentH 
to  his  stout-faeart^'d  visitor ;  and  then,  with  a  [^lai-il  of  honour,  and 
a  oife-comluct,  dismissed  him  to  the  Cliristian  camp. 

That  the  hoad  of  thu  miswionary  woa  neither  bartered  for  a  gold 
besant  by  the  soldiers,  nor  amputated  by  the  scimitar  of  their 
leader,  may  l»e  expluineil  either  by  the  oriental  reven^nc*  for  sup- 
poeed  insanity,  or  by  the  univereal  reverence  for  8*dIVIcnyin(* 
courage,  or  by  the  motivt^  which  induced  the  lion  to  liu  qui<'tly 
duU'u,  and  turn  his  tail  on  the  drawn  sword,  and  vlotjuent  tauutfi, 
of  the  Knight  of  La  Mancha.  To  the  Jiigle  of  Meaux,  however, 
this  adventure  presents  ilaelf  in  a  more  brilliant  light.  "  Francois," 
be  exclaims,  *'  iDdigne  do  m  voir  aiiuu  re^dpect^  par  )e^  cunemia 
de  8i>n  niaitro,  n-cominenco  ses  invectives  contro  leur  r":'ligion  mon- 
stniense  ;  rams,  Strange  et  morveilleuac  iuscusibilitt'i  !  ils  nu  lui  to- 
nioignent  pas  moins  de  d^en-ncc;  ot  le  bravo  athlete  de  Jesus- 
L'hrist.  voyaut  iju'il  nt*  pouvait  lueritvr  qu'ils  lui  doimassent  la  mort : 
'  .Sortoiis  (i'iei,  mon  fri're.'  disiiit-il  h  son  compagnon,  *  fuyons,  fuyons 
bieu  loin  de  ce^  bnrlKirvs,  tmp  hunmins  pour  nous,  pui^^ue  noui 
nu  lua  pouTODs  obJigcr,  si  a  adorer  uotro  nuutre,  id  h  nuua  poa&- 
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cuUt  ;  noTia  qui  Frimiiics  ww  ftcmt««rs.  Oh  D'wm  \  fninnil  mtTiUTons- 
nouB  lo  triomj'he  <lc  mattjie  si  nous  ne  txouvoca  qna  doa  lionudui^ 
lutfiue  i^nui  lea  |>euple8  lea  plus  iniidMoji  T  PnifiqnB  Dieu  no  nous 
ju^e  pOB  dipiL'3  de  la  grace  du  luarlirre,  ni  de  participer  k  Bes  glorieux 
opprt*lM'4,  allonsnousHn,  moD  fivrc  ;  ollons  acbevor  noire  vie  dtms 
lb  niartyre  du  la  peiiiknri;,  oa  chftvbous  quolquo  endioil  de  la  Ivrre 
Otk  uniui  pui^hsons  buirc  ii  longs  tntits  rignominie  da  la  croix."* 

tiuch  piftcca  wen;  readily  found.  In  Spain,  i»  Provence,  and  in 
Northtirn  Italy.  Fnmcis  t-vfrywhere  preachtd  to  crowds  Imnging  on 
liiB  lips  ;  and  though  tLe  i^'noiuiny  of  (hv  croBd  may  hnve  been  liis 
tlivnu',  it  most  be  L-oiiiV-ss^d  that  tbe  adioiraiioa  of  ntankind  was 
hi«  hshilual  reward.  Rut  aniidflt  ibft  applaneea  of  Ui«  world,  his 
htATt  yearned  after  hia  native  irmbria,  where  hia  Order  had  lirst 
6lmfQi>:l^  into  aight,  and  where  it  was  now  to  receive  it«  final 
development. 

In  hia  niijwiona  tbiongh  Kurope  be  bad  discovered  that  his  insti- 
tutt«  of  Minor  l>n?thn'ti,  and  of  [KM)r  sttiterH,  bound  to  <:eUlMiuyr  to 
poverty,  and  to  obedience,  \rere  erected  on  a  bositj  far  too  narrr^w  for 
the  universal  onipiro  at  wliieh  bo  aimed.  Marriage  was  inuoiisiatent 
irith  the  first  of  these  vows,  worldly  caUinga  with  the  second,  and 
secular  dignities  with  the  last.  But  though  wivra,  and  tradetj,  and 
lofdflhips  were  inctjuiputible  with  "  [wrfertinn,"  they  miglit  be  reeon- 
cUed  with  admission  into  a  lower  or  third  estate  of  his  Order,  ■n-bere, 

in  the  court  of  the  Gentib-s,  those  might  worship  to  whom  a  nearer 
iroacU  to  tht  sanctuary  wan  intPnlicK'd,  With  thfi  desigu  of  ibua 
iwin$!  open  the  ve-i-Mhule  of  the  tem])le  to  the  uniuitiatt^L,  a  eup- 
iibmental  onio  was  promulgnted,  in  tbe  year  1221,  for  what  wa»  to 
be  oailed  "  The  Order  of  Penitence." 

'rh«  mcnihors  of  it  were  to  take  no  vowa  wbotcrcr.  Engaging  to 
mbmit  themselves  to  certain  rulca  of  life,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
breach  of  thoee  rules  should  not  involve  tlie  guilt  of  mortal  «in. 
They  rpquired  the  restitution  of  all  unjust  gaina,  a  reconcilement  with 
all  rneniiis,  and  oiiedienrr  to  the  wimnianda  of  ( Jod  and  of  the  Church. 
TVic  ni<nd*'r»  of  ibo  i  trtlor  were  to  wear  a  moon  and  uniform  drees. 
Th""ir  liitu>««^  and  fumitur«  wtn*  to  be  plain  ami  frugal,  though  not 
vithuut  e'liiuai  tin:;  'lie  proiTJeties  of  their  social  rank.  AM  luxurioun- 
neus  iu  animal  deli^lit*,  and  all  the  lusts  of  the  eye,  were  to  \m 
mortilifd  ;  alJ  thejitri'a,  feH^t^^,  and  worldly  autitsemente  escbcwiKl. 
Their  dii«ptitt*s  wrn?  to  be  settled,  with  all  poNsihle  promptitude,  by 
compromie«'j*  or  by  arbitnimeut.  Every  member  of  tbe  Order  was  to 
inaku  his  will.  They  wure  never  to  take  a  nonjudicial  oath,  nor  to 
bear  tutuB.  except  in  de/enee  of  Hie  Churchy  the  Catholic /aitfi^  or  thtir 
mdic0  land, 
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The  founder  of  such  a  confederacy  mast  hare  had  some  of  th» 
hij^Iicr  monil  instinctJi  of  a  legislator.  It  would  l>e  diffictJl  «'Vi*Ji 
Uuw,  with  all  lilt  aid  of  history  iiud  pliilosopby,  to  dcviso  u  schomo 
better  aditpU'd  to  rcstntin  the  lic-futtun&uuss,  to  solteo  the  manners, 
and  to  mitij.'ate  aU  the  oppressions  of  an  iron  age.  SeLOilar  men 
and  wonion  wei-e  combined  wiL]i  anient  devotees,  in  one  great 
Bocioty,  under  a  uxlo  tlcxiblc  us  it  n^Idressed  the  one,  and  inaxor- 
able  as  it  appliwl  to  the  other,  of  those  classcA ;  and  yet  a  code, 
"which  impt'seil  on  all  the  mmv  general  obligations,  the  f>ame  undi- 
vided allegiance,  tlie  same  ultimate  ends,  and  many  of  the  same  ex* 
temiil  Iwiiges.  Christ idiiity  it*elf,  when  liwt  pivmulgated,  must  to 
lieatlien  eyi^s  have  liad  an  a«i»pct  not  wholly  unlike  that  which, 
origimdiy  ilistin'j;iiis]n?.d  tho  thinl  cstKic  of  the  Franciscnn  Ordpra  ; 
and  rapid  as  may  havo  been  the  corruption  and  decUneol'  that  estatev 
it  woidd  be  mere  prejudice  or  ignorance  to  deny  that  it  sustained 
BU  luiportunt  ollice  in  the  guaend  advancement  of  civilisation  and 
of  inith. 

In  the  time;!  of  Fnmcu  htniseli'  and  of  his  immediate  successors, 
the  FranciacAn  cord  (the  emblem  of  the  restraint  in  which  the  soul 
of  man  is  to  hold  the  Ikust  to  wliich  it  is  wedded)  waa  to  be  eeen 
on  countleKii  multitudes ;  in  the  market-place,  in  the  nnircrsities,  in 
the  tribtmalH,  and  even  on  the  throna  In  the  camp  it  was  edQ 
more  frequent ;  for  there  was  much  latent  aigniUconce  in  the  excep- 
tional terms  by  which  the  general  prohibitiuu  of  uiilitory  senico 
had  been  qualiliefl  for  the  mombtira  of  Uie  Owier  of  Penitence:.  In 
the  early  j»art  of  the  thirtw^nth  centui-y  *'  the  defence  of  the  Church, 
of  the  (.'atholic  faith,  and  of  their  nutive  land,"  waa,  to  Italian  ears, 
an  intelligible  jieriphnisis  for  serving  either  under  the  standard  of 
the  cross  against  the  Albigenses,  or  under  the  standani  of  the  t  iuelpha 
against  the  Gliibelline«  ;  and  the  thiril  estate  of  the  Mlooritcs 
formed  an  enlhuHiasiic,  putriolic,  and  religious  clu\-alrj',  which  the 
Yona  could  tlirect  at  pleasure  against  eitlier  his  theological  or  his 
poUtit-til  antagonists. 

An<l  now  it  remained  that  Fmnciit  shoitM  Tcceive  the  appropriate 
rewards  of  tho  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  Rome^  to  the  world, 
and  to  the  Church — to  Rome,  in  surrounding  her  with  new  and 
energetic  allies  ;  to  the  world,  in  creating  a  mighty  corporation  Ibr- 
miilable  to  baronial  and  to  mitred  t^Tante ;  to  the  Church,  in  supply- 
ing bor  with  a  noble  army  of  evangelists,  who  braved  every  danger, 
and  endured  every  privation,  to  diffnse  throughout  Chrii-tendom 
Buch  light  as  they  themselves  possessed.  Tlie  debt  was  acknowledged 
and  paid  by  each. 

In  tho  bittemeas  of  his  heart  Franda  was  weeping  over  tiie  ains 
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of  numlunfl,  in  the  shrine  of  St  ATary  of  Angels,  when  a  revelation 
vrme  madn  to  him,  M'liich,  though  (lu^cribedwith  ease  and  familiarity 
by  A  host  nf  Calhohc  writtTs,  the  weaker  fail.h»  or  the  greater  r&> 
vertime,  of  Pmtcstantifim  cannot  vmilim^  In  fiiiiit  wth  the  same 
minuteness.  Ail  that  can  bo  decorously  stutLtl  is,  that  the  Vii^dn 
molber,  her  attendant  anpels,  her  Divine  Son,  and  Francis  their 
devout  worsliipper,  an'  exiiibile*!  by  th«  namitive  as  int^?rlociitore  in 
a  Bort  of  inelodmmHtic  action  ;  wliich  terinin.ites  in  a  ]in.iniiii4e  from 
the  Kodnonicr,  that  all  who  should  visit  that  church,  and  confesa 
themselves  to  a  jrioat  there,  s)iotild  receive  a  plenary  leiiui^sioii  from 
the  gxiiit  and  punishment  of  all  their  sins;  ''provided"  (such  is 
the  singolor  qtiuliiication  of  the  promiBc)  "  that  tliia  general  in- 
dulgence be  ratiiied  hj  him  whom  I  have  authuriaed  to  bind  and  to 
looM  on  cartli." 

On  tlie  foUoMnng  day,  Francis  was  on  his  kneea  hefrire  tlie  Pope 
st  Pemgia.  "Holy  Father,"  he  began,  "nomc  ypnra  np>  I  recon- 
KtTiK-ted  a  little  church  on  your  domain.  Grant,  I  implore  you,  to 
all  pih^rima  reporting  thither,  a  plenary  indulgence,  and  exempt  the 
bnildiiig  from  the  imposIiS  usually  cons4><|uent  on  the  gnint  of  such 
pririletie.^"  "  For  how  many  years,"  8aid  tlio  Pontill",  "do  you  de- 
sire tbc  indidyeuer  to  l»e  RivenV  "Give  mc  not  ycoi-s,"  replied 
the  suitor.  "  but  souls  (da  milii  non  onnos,  sed  aaimos).  and  let  all 
■who  enter  the  church  of  Saint  Mary  of  Angels  in  contrition,  and 
•who  are  there  absidved  by  a  ]>riedt,  receive  a  full  remission  of  their 
«n8  in  this  life,  and  in  the  Ufo  to  come."  "A  vast  gift,  and  con- 
trary t*>  all  ciwtom."  observed  tlie  parsimonious  disiwnser  of  salva- 
tion. "  But,  Holy  Father,  I  make  the  request  not  in  my  own  name, 
"bat  in  the  nomo  of  Christ,  who  has  sent  mo  to  you."  *•  Then  bo  it 
•o."  exclaimed  the  Pope  ;  '*  but  1  limit  to  one  day  in  each  year  tho 
enJDj-ment  of  tliis  iwlvantage."  The  gmtcful  Francis  rose,  bowed 
low  liifl  head,  and  was  retiring,  when  the  voice  of  the  Pope  was 
Aitnin  heanl.  "Simpleton,  whither  are  you  going t  What  eviJp-nce 
do  j'tn  carry  with  you  of  the  grant  which  you  have  been  soliciting  1 " 
"  Your  word,"  replied  the  mngle-hearted  suitor.  "  If  this  indulgenco 
"be  of  G(k1,  let  the  blessed  Vijgin  be  the  chartw,  Christ  the  notary, 
and  the  Angela  the  witnesses.     I  desir*  no  other." 

The  traveller  who  in  our  own  day  visit*  Aesisi,  finds  himself  sur- 
rounded by  a  i>of«ulalion  of  altont  three  thousand  pouls;  and  amidt^t 

I  Uiirty  churches  and  ninnasteries  which  attra^^t  his  eye,  he  distin- 
,  OS  pre-eminent  alwvH  them  all,  the  Hagro  Convcnto,  where 
i  the  aahes  of  Saint  Francis.  It  is  a  building  of  the  sixtccntli 
eeitlary.  extemiing  over  the  summit  of  a  gentle  eminence  at  the  base 
of  the  Ai>ennint«.    A  double  row  of  gigantic  arches,  resembling  two 
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vast  JWincfluels,  tho  lower  of  whioh  fonuB  Uio  liasis  of  the  hijjlier, 
6ii5tain.s  a  ^nimptuous  terrace,  which  stauds  out  agumst  the  eveoiiig 
akj,  Likti  the  biittlcinonte  of  som«  impregnable  fortress.  The  loxu- 
riiint  gardens,  and  tho  rich  luuadowa  below,  watered  by  a  stream 
which  gushes  nut  from  tho  afljaceDt  mmintoins  encirelp  the  now 
splendid  church  of  St  Mary  of  Anjjols ;  wben*  may  still  be  tmced 
tJio  Pnraoncula  in  which  Francis  worshipped,  and  tJie  crypt  in 
which  his  emuciutcd  body  was  coraniittt'd  lo  the  dual  And  ihen 
oho,  on  each  rotiinrniR  year,  may  be  seen  Uic  htinly  mountaiiii'Ora  of 
Urnhria,  and  the  gracfl'ul  jH-aaanta  of  Tusi-iuiy,  and  tho  flidi'nm  pro- 
ueasions  of  the  From^iscan  onlers,  and  the  long  army  of  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  dignitaries,  waiting  till  the  chimes  of  the  ancient  clocks 
of  the  holy  convent  shall  announce  tho  advent  of  tho  day  in  wliiuh 
their  sLiis  are  to  bo  loused  ou  earth,  and  tliuir  partlon  Bealed.  in 
heaven. 

"Why  demand  tho  reasona  of  this,  or  of  any  other  part  of  a  reli- 
gious ^atcm  which  prcmip^Mses  thn  rrnuncintion  of  all  rcnson  1  The 
]ir(>ini.->e  ^\en  to  Fmncis  hy  the  Saviour,  and  ratifieti  by  His  Vicar, 
^ras  precisu  and  delinito.  It  insured  a  plcnui^'  remission  uf  sin  to 
all  who  should  visit  the  hallowed  PorzioncnJa  wil^  contrite  hearts, 
and  there  receive  priestly  absolntion.  The  promise,  as  interpreted 
by  tlio  eloquent  Itourdaloue,  seems  equidly  absolute.  From  hia 
eermon,  "Sur  U  fet*:  dc  notre  Ditme  di-s  Anpes,"  we  learn  Oint  in- 
dulgences grunted  hy  the  Pope  may,  after  uU,  turn  out  to  be  worth- 
less ;  since  the  cause  of  the  gilt  may  be  insuflicient,  or  some  other 
eaaential  condition  may  have  been  i)e>;lect«d.  iJut  in  thi^  cate^  the 
indulgence,  haWng  been  gr>.nt«d  dir«;tly  Ijy  Christ  himself,  must 
(says  tho  great  preacher)  be  infallible ;  for  lie  must  have  known 
the  cxtxint  of  his  own  power,  and  ninst  have  been  gui(i^^^  liy  elcmal 
w-isflom,  and  must  be  6U])crior  to  oil  law  in  the  free  dispi'nsation  of 
HisgifU. 

Pause,  nevertheless,  all  ye  who  mwlitate  n  pilgrimage  lo  Asaisi, 
in  quest  of  Oils  divine  i>aiiju*a  !  Put  nrt  your  trust  in  Bourdjxloue, 
Trot  listen  to  tJio  more  subtle  doctor  of  our  own  days,  M.  Cha^in  de 
l)fftlan.  From  him  you  will  leom  that  to  all  these  large  and  free 
promises  is  attached  yet  another  tacit  condition  ;  and  that  imlcM 
you  reuouneo  all  sin,  venial  as  well  as  mortal,  unless  the  verj"  desira 
to  tran.'igpiws  have  periahe<i  in  your  aouI?.  unless  your  hearts  be  free 
fpjm  the  slightest  wlsli,  tho  most  transient  voluntary  atlachmenl, 
towards  any  forbidden  thing,  you  may  bo  mcmWra  of  all  religioua 
onlers,  and  jnjn  in  all  their  pilgrimages  and  devotions,  but  tlie 
ph'naiy  indulgimee  shall  never  be  yours.  Pilginma  to  Asaisit  if 
such  be  ruA  youi  happy  Btate^  it  boots  not  to  go  thither.    If  nich  bo 


yottr  condition,  wliy  roam  over  tUls  barren  earth  to  find  the  heaven 
wbich  is  ymirs  aIroa<ly1 

Ei^aivorjil  OS  tlie  benefit  of  the  papal  rewani  may  have  been,  the 
recouiiM.'ti»B  which  the  world  rundorud,  by  tho  hands  of  Orlando, 
Lonl  of  (-'ItiUAi  do  C'^odenlino,  was  at  k^asi  substantial.  At  a  solomn 
fo<>tival,  Ht  which  thu  Icuight  hod  made  his  proleseion  uf  arms, 
Kraui'is  had  jvronnunced  the  uatial  benediction  on  the  eyiiibolH  of 
hia  chivalry.  Mu(ih  discourse  ensued  on  tho  spiritual  Btate  and 
pruap«:Ls  uf  tlds  mihlmit  membL-r  of  the  (Church,  when  the  gmtofnl. 
and  not  improvident,  Orlando,  for  llie  good  of  hia  soul,  beatuwed 
ou  the  fuundt-r  and  tho  coinixmiuns  uf  lh«.'  order  of  Minor  bnethrtn, 
>rontc  dfd  Alvemia,  a  tract  of  land  amidst  the  highest  mnnmite  of 
the  Tuscan  Apenninca,  now  called  Ijivemia.  It  wa3  a  wild  and 
Bequeatered  region,  covered  with  heath  and  rocks,  and  the  prinueval 
forest,  and  eminently  aihipled  for  a  life  of  penitence.  It  became 
the  favourite  retreat  of  its  now  owners,  and  especially  of  their  chiet 
Yet  even  in  these  solitudes  lie  was  nflt  exempt  from  some  grave 
ineomnioditiea.  By  night,  malignant  demons  afllict«d  him,  drag- 
ging hia  defenceless  bo<ly  along  the  groond,  and  bruising  hira  with 
erael  blows.  When  the  huji  burnt  liercely  over  hia  huad,  Orlando 
ftppcAreil  with  fowl,  and  with  offers  to  erect  cells  and  dormiti>riee 
for  the  herniils,  and  to  supply  all  tlieir  temporal  wants,  tlwt  they 
mij:;ht  surrt;nd(T  thcmselvL's  wholly  to  pmyer  and  meditfltinn.  Bnt 
neither  the  enmity  of  the  demons,  nor  the  allurementa  of  their 
onc'insci'tus  ally,  could  seduce  Frjiicis  from  hia  lidelity  to  hia 
wvildt-d  wife.  In  her  society  he  wandered  thmiigh  the  woods  and 
CAVf-nis  of  Alvemia ;  relying  for  support  on  Him  alnne  by  whom 
the  ravens  arn  fed,  and  awakening  the  ecJioes  of  the  moiinlains  by 
his  devout  6ong9  and  fen'ent  ejaeulatious. 

It  rcmatneil  only  that  the  Church,  in  the  person  of  her  eternal 
Ht-ad,  sbfiulfl  n>quite  the  services  of  bar  great  reformer,  Thn  too 
faiuiUar  legend  must  be  briefly  told ;  for  every  one  who  would 
cherish  in  hiinxelf,  or  in  others,  the  reverence  dufl  to  the  lloly  and 
the  Awful,  must  shrink  from  the  approach  to  such  ft  topic,  and  be 
nnwilUng  to  linger  on  it 

On  the  annual  festival  of  Saint  Michael  the  archangel,  for  the 
year  1 2'^i,  Francis  and  Leoni,  a  mcmlior  of  hia  order,  wont  togelliet 
to  wowliip  at  a  church  which  had  then  been  erected  on  Mount 
Alv'^mifl.  The  mnif^  ttmictorum  were  again  consulted,  by  thrice 
openijL;  the  Gospels,  which  lay  upon  the  altar.  Ou  eaiili  uccaaion 
ib''  T-ibirae  pre^nted  to  their  eyt."*  the  history  of  tho  paaeion ;  and 
t  i^ui-e  was  acrrpt-cd  by  Francis  as  ominona  of  some  greet 

..uh  waa  about  to  happen  to  hiuutel£ 


S1T!7T  FIUNOIB  Or  A98ISX, 

The  Kour  arrived  of  the  "  holy  sacrifico  ;"  when,  as  though  to 
syinboliza  his  disgUBb  for  e^irth,  and  ht9  aepuMliuiis  to  ht^-aven,  tho 
body  uf  tlie  sainl  slowly  ascended  heavenwarda.  "WTirh  it  h:id 
reached  tho  ordinary  height  of  a  man,  the  feet  were  enihraeed  and 
bathed  vrith  tears  by  Looni,  -wrho  stood  beneath.  Gradually  it 
moiintod  beyond  the  range  of  human  \'isiijn  ;  but  even  thou  his 
Toice  was  hoard  in  discoureo  with  the  Invioible,  and  a  bright 
zadiauoe  attested  the  presence  of  the  Kodeomer.  Ho  was  made 
manifest  to  the  eye  of  his  enraptured  worshipper,  in  the  fcinn  of 
a  seraph  moving  on  rapid  tvings,  though  fastened  to  a  cross ;  and 
when  tlie  whole  scene  passed  away,  it  was  found  that,  by  radiations 
from  this  celestial  figure,  the  body  of  Francis,  like  wax  byueath  tho 
pressure  of  a  seal,  had  acquired  tlie  sockkI  stigmata — that  is,  oa 
cither  hand,  and  nn  either  foot,  marts  exactly  corresponding  with  the 
two  opposito  extreiuities  of  a  rude  iron  luiil;  and  on  tlie  side,  » 
wound  such  as  iiught  Imve  been  inHicted  by  a  spear. 

This  stupendous  event  happt^ned  on  the  1 7th  September,  a  day 
Btill  consecrated  by  the  Church  to  tho  perpetual  commemoration  of 
IL  No  Christian,  therefore,  may  doubt  it ;  for  St  Tlioinas,  and  all 
other  theologians,  assurc  us,  that  to  doubt  a  "  canomcal  fact "  is  rash* 
scandalous,  and  open  Ui  the  just  HU»picion  of  heresy.  Vet  scepticism 
on  the  subject  appears  to  have  Iwcn  of  vt-ry  early  gmwLh.  \\'itli£n 
thirteen  years  from  the  date  of  the  occurrenc^e,  a  Domiuit-An  preacher 
at  Oppaw  in  iloravia,  and  the  Bishop  of  OlmtiU,  liad  both  pub- 
lished their  utter  disbelief  of  the  whole  story,  and  had  condemned 
tlie  propagjitiou  of  it  as  sinfid.  For  this  audacious  presumption, 
however,  tjgolino,  who  then  tilled  the  papal  throne  under  th«  title 
of  Gregory  the  Ninth,  addressed  to  both  of  them  rcproa«;hful  letters, 
which  sufficiently  attest  his  own  faith  in  the  pnKligy.  In  the  dense 
cloud  of  corroborative  witneases  may  be  distinguished  his  successor, 
Pope  Alexander  the  Fourth  ;  who,  in  a  stiU  extant  bull,  denounces 
the  severeet  penalties  on  all  gainsayers.  Indeed,  if  tSaint  Bona- 
Tontuia  may  bo  helieved,  Alexandr-r  went  further  still,  anrl  was  used 
to  declare  that  he  had  with  his  own  eyes  seen  and  admired  the 
Btigmata.  And  M.  Chavin  de  Malan  is  ready  to  abandon  Ids 
reliance  on  all  human  testimony,  if  any  one  can  convince  him  of  the 
insufficiency  of  tliat  on  which  his  laith  in  this  mimcle  reposea. 

MTien  the  fishermen  of  .Ionian  shall  havo  learnt  how  to  stay  her 
swellings  with  their  nets,  it  will  be  lime  to  encounter  the  soaring 
enthusiasm  of  M.  (Chavin  de  Malan  by  the  cobwebs  of  human  logic 
When  geometricians  shall  have  ascertained  the  colour  of  tho  ciicley 
ire  may  hope  to  arrive  at  an  understanding  with  him  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  terms  in  which  he  dispates.  When  crilics  shall  have 
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demonstrated,  fyora'  the  odes  of  Pindar,  the  polarization  of  Light., 
be  niid  we  may  he  of  oiifl  mind  as  tx>  tlie  hivfs  by  tvhicli  our  belief 
should  bo  governed.  M(>anwlulo,  Ids  rebukes  for  the  hattlness  of 
our  hearts  shall  not  be  repelled  by  any  imputatioiiB  touching  tbo 
Bofkness  of  hia  head.  Ho  and  his  feliow-worsliippt^rs  n'^-ani  it  as 
eminently  probable,  that  He  by  whom  Uiis  universal  fmme  of  Ikioga 
haa  Ixvn  created  and  suijtainii<l,  Khould  tici^et^nd  to  itns  earth,  to  act 
60  stnuge  a  part  us  they  asgipi  to  Him  in  so  grob?S(iu6  a  drama  as 
Uiat  of  Rfoant  Alvemia.  If  wo  enuM  mlopt  tho  samo  opinion,  wo 
might,  "witJi  them,  give  some  heed  even  to  tho  scanty,  and  most 
■uspiuious,  evidence  on  which  theae  marvels  rest  One  prodigy, 
IndtNH),  connected  witli  this  t*Ie,  we  rwii-ive  witli  iinplicit  comiction 
and  profound  aatouiehiuont  It  is,  that  in  the  city  in  which  Louis 
Philtp[ie  was  thuu  reigning,  in  wliirh  (yxtmii  and  Tliii-ny  wt-i-o 
■writing,  and  in  wliich  Cousin  was  delivering  his  Ipcturea,  thei-e  arose 
Iwo  learned  historians,  who,  with  iraijassioned  elfxiuence^  and 
unhtrsi taring  faith,  reprmluciMi  a  legeml  which  wouht  have  been 
T^jecteil  as  estntvagnnt  by  the  novelists  to  whom  we  owe  the 
**  Arabian  lights,"  and  aa  profane  by  llio  authore  witb  whom  Dun 
Quixote  waa  familiar. 

Francis  dlil  not  long  Burvivo  the  revelation  of  Mount  Alvemia, 
Bxhatisled  by  vigils,  by  iastings,  and  by  fatigue,  he  retinsd  to  Ajwisi. 
Xieom  accompanied  hioL  As  they  npproochcd  tho  city,  the  incnias- 
ing  weakness  of  the  saint  compelled  bun  to  seek  the  unwonted  relief 
of  riding.  But  as  hia  companion  followed  l>ohind,  Francis  divined 
his  thoughts.  In  early  life  they  had  often  joumeyed  together  over 
the  some  road  ;  the  one  ever  conscious  of  lus  noble  birth,  the  other 
never  allowed  to  forget  that  his  father  was  but  a  merchunt  Tho 
contrast  of  the  past  and  tlie  present  was  too  powcri'ul  to  both  of  tho 
tras'ellers.  Faint  as  ho  was,  Fnncis  dismounted  from  the  a^is  which. 
bore  him :  dvcbring  that  he  could  not  retain  the  saddle  wliile  one  so 
much  his  superior  in  rank  waa  on  foot 

He  readied  at  length  a  hut  near  the  convent  of  St  Damiano, 
»h»Tt.',  under  the  care  of  Clara  and  her  poor  sisters,  ho  found  a  tom- 
jMirory  rfposc.  Twelve  months  of  utt<ir  incapacity  for  exertion 
folh:)W«i,  Tliey  were  pa.<tsed  in  the  monastery  of  St  ikfary  of  Angola. 
The  autumn  brought  with  it  some  brief  inteniiission  of  his  sufferings ; 
and  again  his  voice  was  heard  tliroughout  Umbria,  preai^hing,  as  his 
custom  was,  in  wonls  tew,  simple,  and  pathetic ;  and  when  nnable 
to  t'nadt  by  words,  he  present<'d  hiia<('ll*,  and  gazed  with  earnest 
tendenii'Ks  on  Oie  cmwil-s  who  tlinjuged  to  receive  his  benediction 
ar«d  to  tou'jb  his  gai-ments. 

in  this  his  last  niiasion,  a  woman  of  Bagnarea  brought  to  him  her 
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infant  to  bo  licaled.  Francw  laid  his  handa  on  the  cliiUl,  wlio  re- 
covered. ;  and  who  oftonvards,  under  tlie  namo  of  lionuvenluni^ 
became  liis  biograjiher,  tbo  general  minister  of  his  Order,  a  canlinjil, 
a  theologian,  and  a  saint 

At  the  approach  uf  death,  Francia  felt  and  aclcnowlcni^d  tbe 
horror  common  to  all  larn,  and  eapocially  to  men  of  irritable  ner\'eB 
and  delicato  organi/-ition.  i>ut  such  feelings  promptly  yielded  to 
his  habitual  alfiauce  in  the  Divine  lore,  and  to  Ma  no  les*  habitual 
afleftion  for  all  in  whom  iin  ivcognized  tlie  rfgenemt*  iinage  of  tbo 
Divine  nutiin;,  Amoiij^  these  was  the  La»ly  Jaeolw  di  Seltcsoli  ;  and 
to  ber  he  dictated  a  letter,  reqiie-fting  her  immeiUate  presence  with  a 
•windinji-aheet  for  hwbody,  and  taj^Ki  for  hia  funeral,  and  villi  tJie 
cakes  slio  had  been  used  to  give  Iiira  dniing  his  illDC«9  at  Kome. 
Tlien  pausing,  he  bade  liis  anmiiuimBlB  tear  the  lelttT,  expreHsiuj;  hia 
conviction  that  .Tacolw  was  at  hand.  She  appeared  ;  and  eo  deep 
was  her  emotion  as  to  have  8I^^^P5ted  to  the  bystanders  (to  whom 
apparently  her  existence  had  till  then  been  uxjoionii)  the  vague  aitd 
oppreasiro  sense  of  some  awful  mysterj*.  It  may,  however,  bo 
readonably  supposed,  tliat  tlie  anguish  of  Jacoba  was  notiiiiiy  elso 
than  the  natural  flxpmfisi<ju  of  that  iutcuse  and  perfeet  sympathy  to 
which  the  dilference  of  sex  is  esaential,  to  whieh  none  but  the  pure 
in  heart  can  ever  attain,  and  which,  with  no  failure  of  respect  to  so 
groat  a  man,  may  therefore  be  supposed  to  have  glowed  in  his  bosom 
as  warmly  as  in  hers. 

Her  cakea  were  again  eaten  by  the  sick  man ;  but  without  any 
ftbatemput  of  liis  malady.  Klia,  who,  duriii;^  hia  illnesi?,  had  act«d 
as  geneiul  ministitr  of  his  Onler,  and  llt-mard  dc  t^nint^valle,  bis 
lirst  proselyte,  were  kneeliu}?  before  him.  To  each  of  them  he  gave 
a  part  of  one  of  the  cukos  of  ■Focoba  ;  and  then  crossiug  his  arms 
so  OS  to  bring  lii-s  right  hand  over  the  head  of  Bemanl  (whose  hu- 
mility liad  cliowm  the  left  or  inferior  position),  be  solemnly  Weaned 
them  both,  and  hrtquiiithod  to  Bt^manl  the  government  of  the  wholo 
Franciscan  society.  He  then  dictated  his  last  will,  in  which  tho 
rides  he  had  alrejidy  promulgated  were  explaincil  and  cnJbrced,  and 
his  followers  wtTe  solemnly  commended  to  the  guidance  and  tho 
blessing  of  the  Most  High. 

Ili.s  la.st  labour  done,  he  was  laid,  in  obedience  to  his  own  com- 
mand, on  the  bare  grounvL  The  evening,  we  are  told,  was  calm, 
babny,  and  peaceful ;  the  western  sky  glowing  ^*ith  the  mild  and 
transparent  nidinnce  which  t'.illowa  the  setting  of  an  outumiinl  sun 
b«liind  tlie  lofly  hills  of  central  Italy.  At  that  moment  the  requi<*ra 
for  tho  living  ceiist'd,  us  the  falterijig  voice  of  Fnmcis  was  hvanl,  in 
the  language  of  David,  exclaiining,  "  Vope  me^  ad  Duminum  cla- 
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mavi  ! "  His  atU'iulaiitA  bent  over  liim  as  he  purauod  the  diviao 
Bon^,  niiJ  cuu(;1it  Uis  lost  breath  as  be  tittered,  **  liriug  my  soul  out 
of  pri^im,  that  I  may  give  tbanlcs  unto  Tliy  name." 

Some  there  ore,  total  strangers  to  man's  Interior  life,  who  find 
for  t)ieiii>i<>IveH  iji  the  objects  of  cuncupiacenee  a  living  tomb  ;  these 
uttf  the  stn-'fu:!!  auil  t!ie  worldly.  .Some,  for  whom  the  world  within 
it  di'tnidurd  fnmi  the  world  without  tliL-m  by  Imnl,  3hiir|;),  clear  Unes 
of  denurcation  ;  those  are  thp  mim  of  pmctieal  ability.  Some,  who, 
from  every  idol  of  the  theatrt,  fiishion  to  themaolvea  some  idol  of 
t)ie  i.'Qvern  ;  tbesu  are  the  votaries  of  poetry  or  art.  yoiiie,  to  whom 
all  Bubstaiitiul  things  are  pennauently  ecL'jJstd  by  tlio  imagery  of 
tlie  bruin  ;  tliese  aru  l.he  insane.  And  some,  to  whom  every  cherished 
idea  of  their  mindd  givea  aAsiinuice  of  a  corrosponding  objeetivA 
ivahty  ;  tlieso  are  the  mystics  and  enthusiast's — men  of  an  am- 
phibious existence — inhabitania  alternately  of  the  world  of  shadows, 
and  of  the  w<irlJ  of  solidities — their  dreams  passing  into  action,  their 
activity  sulraiding  into  dreams — a  by-word  to  the  sensual  and  the 
wurldly,  an  enigma  to  the  pmetical,  a  st^icly  to  Uie  poet,  and  not 
mn-ly  ending  &s  felluw-prisonera  with  the  insane. 

To  thia  small  »e<tl.ion  of  the  human  family  liolonp^ed  Franeia  of 
Asjiiii ;  a  mere  self-eontradiction  to  those  who  K-held  Idni  ineiiriously  ; 
in  one  aapeet  a  playful  child,  in  tlio  next  a  gloomy  -:Vnchorite ;  un 
arch  smile  of  drollery  stealing  at  tim^  aeiOHS  features  babittially 
siif::red  Ut  sorrow  and  devotion ;  passing  from  <hirk  forebodings  into 
taorc  than  human  erstasie-s  ;  s  pojisionuto  lover  of  nature,  yet  living 
by  choiee  in  crowds  and  cities  ;  at  onee  an  erotic  worshipper,  and  a 
prolicient  in  the  pro^tieal  bnsinosa  of  the  rcligioua  state ;  out^rip- 
ping  in  hi*  transcendental  raptures  the  pursuit  of  criticism  and  con- 
jecture., and  yet  dravring  up  codea  and  canons  with  all  the  precision 
of  14  nutoT}*. 

Ilio  reeoncilement  of  all  this  was  not,  however,  hard  to  find, 
Francis  was  an  ahsolute  prodigy  of  faith  ;  and  especially  of  faith  in 
himself.  \V'hatever  he  saw  in  the  camera  luctdn  of  his  own  miuil, 
he  ntieivi'd  implicitly  as  the  genuine  reflection  of  some  external 
ivality.  Jivery  metapJior  ivith  which  he  dalliwl,  bei-anie  to  blui  an 
a':iii>il  prrrstmago.  to  be  loved  or  to  bt^  hated.  It  w;ls  a^ircely  as  a 
ti'?ti>">n  that  he  wo'X'*!  Poveny  as  his  wife.  Each  liWng  thing  was  a 
bpitlter  or  a  sister  to  him,  in  a  sense  which  almost  ceased  to  bfl 
figiimtive.  To  all  inanimatt*  1>eings  he  ascribed  a  personafity  and 
A  wntieut  nature,  in  something  more  than  a  sport  of  fiiney.  At 
every  st'-p  of  bis  progrctja.  ccleslial  visitants  bov«icd  round  him  ;  an- 
zioiuicingtheirpreseuoe sometiuies in  visibleforms,  sometimes  in ouiliblo 
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voices.  Tlio  A'irjrin  matiier  vras  Uie  ludy  of  his  heart ;  her  aitcndnnt 
angels  but  so  mouy  kuigbts  comjiamoDS  in  his  spiritual  cliivalry; 
tim  CUuxcli  a  briile  iu  gluriuus  apj^iaxel ;  and  her  celestial  Spoueu  tliu 
object  of  u  pHftsioii  wliicli  ni-kuowledgwi  no  restraint  either  in  the 
velieme-nco  of  spirit  with  wliich  it  wns  clifiiiRhed,  or  in  tho  fondness 
of  the  liiDf^iiiige  in  which  it  was  cxpressfrd.  It  was  inevitable  that 
the  inhabitant  of  such  a  world  as  Uiis,  should  have  n)anil«stcd  hini- 
Belf  to  the  vulgar  denizens  of  earth  in  ceaseless  contrast*  and  seeming 
incongruities ;  bo  esaeiitiiU  were  the  dilferencea  between  the  ever- 
\'nrying  iinpul-sc^  on  which  he  aoarr-d,  and  tho  unvarj'ing  motives  in 
the  fitrenglh  of  which  thKt/  plodded. 

Though  liouavcnturu  was  but  a  child  at  the  d^.'ath  of  Fruncis,  ho 
pofisesBed  and  diligently  used  the  means  of  studying  Ma  character, 
and  haa  lahoureil  in  the  following  passage,  witli  more  earuestnees 
than  perspicuity,  to  depict  liis  interior  life: — 

"  Who  con  form  a  conception  of  the  fer\'our  and  the  lore  of 
Francis,  the  friend  of  Christ  1  you  would  have  said  that  lio  vraa 
burnt  up  by  divine  love,  like  charcnal  in  the  fliunes.  As  often  aa 
Ids  thoughts  were  directed  to  that  subject,  he  was  excited  aa  if  tho 
chords  t)t'  his  soul  had  been  touched  Viy  the  plectrutn  of  an  inward 
voice.  But  as  ail  lower  allVctions  elevHt^nl  him  t;>  this  lovo  of  the 
supreme,  ho  yielded  himself  to  the  admiration  of  every  cn-atiiro 
which  God  has  formed ;  and  from  the  summit  of  this  obscn-atory 
of  delights  he  watched  the  causes  of  all  thinga,  as  they  nni'olded 
tJiPniBcives  to  him  under  living  fanns.  Among  the  beautiful  ohjecU 
of  nature,  he  selected  tho  niyst  lovely ;  and,  in  the  fonns  of  creJil**d 
things,  he  w^ught  out,  with  anluur,  whattrver  api>oanHi  especially 
captivating ;  rising  from  one  beauty  to  another  as  by  a  loddet,  witk 
which  ho  scaled  to  the  highest  and  tho  mont  glorious." 

Birds,  iufleclij,  plants,  and  lishi:3,  aru  variously  regarded,  acoording 
to  the  tem]>er  of  the  o^fSl'r^'er,  in  a  culiiiury,  a  scientific,  a  picturesque^ 
or  a  poetical  [Kiint  of  view.  To  Francis  of  Assisi  they  were  frienils, 
kinsmen,  and  even  congregationa.  Doves  were  his  especial  fevoui^ 
iles.  He  gathered  them  into  his  convents,  hiid  them  in  his  bosom, 
taught  tliem  to  eat  out  of  his  hand,  and  pleased  himself  with  talking 
of  tiiem  aa  so  many  eliasto  and  faithful  brethren  of  the  Order.  In 
tho  lark  which  sprung  up  before  his  feet,  he  saw  a  Minorite  sister, 
clad  in  the  Franeirfcjiu  colour  ;  who,  liko  a  true  Francisejui,  despised 
the  earth,  and  soared  towarels  heaven  with  thanksgivings  for  her 
simple  diet.  "When  a  nest  of  those  birds  fonght  for  the  food  he 
brought  them,  ho  not  only  rebuked  their  inliuuianity,  but  prophesied 
llioir  piuiishment.  His  own  voice  rose  with  that  of  the  niglitiugide 
iu  roral  vespejs ;  and  at  tlis  close  of  their  Joint  thankegiviugs,  he 


imd  ft»d,  an.l  blessed  his  fellow-woreluppor.  "My  dear 
f,"  he  exclaimed  to  some  starliujjs  wlio  chattei-Bd  round  biin  as 
lie  proached,  '"you  have  lalkc^l  long  cnnngh,  it  is  my  turn  now; 
listen  to  the  word  of  your  Creator,  and  be  quiet."  The  very  sermon 
atMn^iwod  by  the  saint  to  euch  an  Qudieneo,  yot  lives  in  the  jKigea  of 
his  great  biognipber.  "My  little  bmthera,"  it  began,  *'you«houId 
loTo  and  praise  tlie  Author  of  your  Iwinfj,  who  has  clothed  you  with 
plumage.,  and  given  you  wings  with  wliich  to  fly  whcni  yrm  will. 
You  were  the  tirat  created  of  all  animals.  He  preserved  your  race 
in  the  ark.  He  has  given  the  pure  atmosphere  for  your  dwelling- 
pUco.  You  sow  not,  neither  do  you  re;i:>.  Without  any  care  of 
your  own.  He  gives  you  lofty  trues  to  build  your  uesta  in,  and 
u-at<3h«s  over  your  young.  ThernfoiB  give  praise  to  your  boiuitiful 
Cmator." 

Tbfl  wnll-known  instinct  by  which  irrational  animals  diacorer 
and  attach  themselves  to  their  rational  frieu'bs,  wa«*  exhibit^-d  when- 
ever Francis  c«me  abroad.  Tho  Avild  falcon  whoeltjd  and  fiuttertd 
round  him.  The  leveret  sought  rather  to  attract  than  to  e*;ape  his 
entice.  l*he  half-frozen  boca  crawled  to  hira  in  winter  time  to  bo 
fi'd.  A  lamb  followerl  him  even  into  the  city  of  Rome ;  and  was 
playfiiUy  cherished  there  by  Joooba  di  Setti^soli  under  the  name  of 
A  Minor  brother. 

Tlie^  natural  incidents  became,  in  the  hands  of  his  monkish 
biographt'i-s,  so  many  miracles  lit  only  fur  the  nursery.  Let  ua, 
not,  howevfr,  u|ibn*id  tliem.  Witliout  apology,  iw  without  doubt, 
M.  Cbrtvin  liy  Miilan,  in  the  year  18+5,  and  frum  the  city  of  I'aris, 
infonus  us,  that  when  Francis  adlnw^^d  hia  feathered  congregation 
tbr-y  stretched  out  their  necks  to  imbiln?  his  precepts  ; — that,  at  his 
biflding.  the  starlings  ceast'd  to  chatter  while  ho  preachwl  that  iu 
fullilment  of  hia  predictions,  the  naughty  larks  died  miserably; — 
ihnt  a  fak-un  annotmcud  to  him  in  the  mountains  the  hour  of  prayer, 
though  with  gentler  voice  and  a  taniior  summons,  when  tlie  saint 
WAS  sick  J — that  Jacoba  was  arcjuse'l  to  her  devotions  by  her  lamb 
irith  severe  pnnctuality  ; — that  an  ovicidal  wolf,  being  rohukcd  by 
tliia  ecclesiastical  Orpheus  for  his  carnivorous  deeds,  placed  hia 
paw  in  the  hand  of  his  monitor  in  pledge  of  his  future  good  be- 
Loviour,  an.l,  like  a  wolf  nf  honoiu*,  never  more  indulged  himself  iu 

I  ■•}u  Yet  M.  Chavin  de  Malau  is  writing  a  learned  and  an  elo- 
.t  history  of  the  nioimstic  orders.  Such  be  thy  god£,  O  Ox- 
foiil ! 

Tn  common  with  all  the  gteat  Thaamaturgista  of  the  Church  of 
Homo,  Francis  had  abstainoil  from  recording  his  own  protligies. 
He  was  loo  honest  and  too  lowly.     No  man  could  less  be,  to  him- 
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8olf,  the  centre  of  hia  own  thoughta.  One  central  obj.?ct  occtipie 
thorn  jUL  IIq  was  a  Pan-Christ  inn.  Kt>  saw  the  outer  worU  not 
merely  tlironged  with  emblems,  but  instinct  mth  the  presence,  of 
ilie  Kedueiner.  The  lanib  be  fondlud  H'lis  the  Paschal  )^u:rilii.ti. 
Tbti  worm  he  guarded  from  injury  was,  "the  worm»  and  no  ulio, 
the  outeaat  of  the  people."  Tliy  very  stonejj  ^on  wUioh  he  never 
trod  irreverently)  were  "the  chief  corner-stone*'  of  the  pro])het. 
The  lltnvers  weri!  th«  "  biosscmis  <if  the  stem  ot'  Jc9ao,  the  pcrfiiji 
of  which  gladdens  the  whole  earth."  The  ox  and  the  ass  were  ' 
guests  ftt  a  Ghrifltmas  icstivol,  which,  he  giivo  in  the  forest  not  loD 
before  his  death  ;  luul  while  they  steatUly  ate  the  com  provided  f 
them,  prtiwssioiia  of"  Minor  brethren,  niul  crowds  of  admiring  8p 
tatom,  ]i.st»ued  to  his  discoursea  on  the  niimg«r  and  the  Ijahe 
Uethlehem,  or  joined  with  him  in  aicrcd  Mrola  on  the  mttivity. 

Among  the  Opuscula  Sancti  Francisci  are  four  poems,  in  whia 
the  same  mystic  spirit  expands  itself  gloriounly.     It  must  not, 
deed,  bo  conceded  lh:Lt  the  am  then  ii  city  of  these  oiinticles  has  ba 
enveloped  by  the  critics  in  a  chilling  cloud  of  scepticism, 
controverey  is  not  without  its  interi.'st,  but  could  be  made  inteU 
gihlo  witliin  no  narrow  limits.     Sutfice  it  then  to  say,  llwl  boli 
Tiraboscht  and   Oiii^uenu   acknowledge,   without   hesitation,    tl| 
poetieal  claims  of  the  saint ;  and  that  .M.  DaU'eluse,  after  revinn 
ing  all  the  evidence  with  juilicial  impartiality  and  acumen,  con 
eludes  that  the  general  sense,  and  many  of  the  particular  expres- 
sions, arc  hii,  tlinugh,  in  the  lapse  of  so  many  ages,  the  style  must 
have  drifted  far  away  from  the  original  structure,  into  a  form  at  onco 
mora  mudera  and  more  uruuL«.     In  this  qualilied  sense  the  fullov 
iag  "Canticum  i>oUs"  may  Ub  safely  read  as   the  work  of  th 
foundor  of  tliu  Franciscan  ordor  : 


*' Allissioi'i  otaai|xitente  boo'  Si^nre,  toe  soq  1e  Inude,  1ft  R'1ori&,  1a  hocnretl 
ogui  Wnect  L-tiuae.     A  U>  m>1o  m  cuufunao,  v  nMn  liunio  6  iluj^u  de  uuuiiaurti. 

"  I^nd'ilo  MH   nio  rnio  Si^ore  cou  liilt>!  I«rreatiir«,  siwcialiiieute  aieMer  i 
Fnlrv  S>iU>.  il  quals  pnrua  u  illumitia  nni  pir  lul.     H  el1r>  d  bullo  e  ndienta  < 
pnimli'  Kfiltfiulrtre  ;  de  le,  Signote,  |HirtA  «i»niiiriz!ono. 

"  LuiihitQ  a*  mio  Sisnon,  p«r  Suora  Luna  e  per  le  atvUe ;  il  quale  ia  cielo  It 
bsi  fL>naite  chiare  e  bblK 

"  r<auduto  »'ii  mio  Sij^iore  per  Pratre  Ventu  c  per  1'  Aire  e  Nuvole  e  aoreau  e 
Djnii  tempo,  per  Ic  quule  diti  &  tult«  creature  ftu»tuiUim(<nto. 

"  Liuoato  ««  mio  Si^ore  per  Saani  Aoiua,  In  qiialo  i  molto  utile,  e  btmula,  I 
prctinsi,  c  canta. 

"  LaudnToata  Diio  Sli^nore  pc!r  Frtitrc  Fuocbo,  per  !o  quale  tu  nllumim  U  noUtj 
e  ello  h  bfl!f>,  c  jt.o<iii(li.,  e  roimiiUwrao,  «  forte. 

"  Ijiadila  gift  tnio  Si^^norc  ppr  ti>>stra  Midro  Turra,  la  quale  ne  uttenta,  gma 
©  pptdim  div^mi  fnitti.  e  citlorili  liiiri,  i*  tit-rli* 

**  Luadato  aia  nio  Sigut>r«  p«r  ^usUi  oliu  perdooano  per  lo  tue  amore,  o  <o«fa^ 
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iuma  inflmiitnili* » tribulntione.    Beati  qaellt  ohe  nostrgnunuiDo  in  pace,  che  dc  te 
A]tiitiunii,  HTiinnn  incminali." 

Another  aUuza  was  mUUd  in  hi?  Inat  illness,  giving  thanks  for 
*'  oiir  sister,  thu  Bnitb  of  thb  tody,"  the  last  uf  this  fitran;^  cata- 
lo^itL^  of  his  kiu-Jn-d.  Prtik-staMt  n'sen-e  and  iCngliah  pmvily  alike 
(brliti  any  ([iiulationa  of  the  canticles  wllich  foUuw.  They  helung 
to  thut  kind  of  .inaorMiiitic  psalmody,  In  which  Cupid  prrmipts  iho 
wor»liip  of  Pnyt^hft  Such  n  t-omhination  of  thft  hmgiinge  cf  Paphos 
with  Iho  chaste  fcrvnurs  of  tho  tyiiietiiary.  cah  nuver  he  nsndered 
tolenth](>  to  those  wlio  have  boua  familinr  from  their  childliood  witJi 
Ihe  m.ijft!>tic  coinpiwaro  of  the  Arglit-nn  liturgy,  or  with  the  solemn 
effusions  of  o-ir  Scottish  chuR-h,  even  though  it  L«  rycuminended  to 
tbcm  by  the  pathos  <*f  Thutuna  il  Kempid,  or  by  the  temiemeas  of 
¥6ne\on. 

Whoever  shall  und^rtnke  ft  collection  of  the  fncelise  of  Francis, 
may  cnni»nle  hinisolf  niuW  tlte  inevitable  result^  by  remembering 
that  he  has  fulled  only  where  Cioero  and  Bacon  had  failed  before 
him.  In  ihe  tn^i-comedy  of  life,  the  saint,  in  common  with  all 
other  great  nieu,  occusiouilly  assiunod  the  buskin  ;  though  not  so 
much  to  join  in  the  dial<^e  as  to  keep  up  the  by-play.  Hia  jocu- 
larities w<i;re  of  the  kind  nsually  distinguu^ed  as  practical ;  and,  if 
not  rmincntly  ludicrouH,  were,  at  least,  very  pregnant  jests.  Behold 
him,  to  the  unutterable  amazement  of  his  unwashed  and  half-nakwl 
fraloraity,  strutting  before  them,  on  his  return  from  iJaiuietta,  in  a 
tunir  of  the  (ineat  i*^xtiire,  with  a  hood  behind  fashionably  reaching 
to  hi*  middh',  and  a  br<.*a4l  and  rirji  frill  in  front  uaiirpmg  tlie  funo- 
tion  of  clcricJii  Kindi»: — ^liis  head  tossed  up  towards  the  sky — ^lus 
Toico  loud  and  im|>erioua — and  hia  gait  like  that  of  a  dancing-master. 
"What  this  strange  pantomime  might  mi^an  could  be  conjectured  by 
aone  but  bn>ther  Klia,  whose  unfiiih<lui>tl  passion  for  dress  had  been 
indulged  during  the  absence  of  the  "  general  minister,"  and  who  now 
flaw  liimself  thiw  rillanouely  caricatun>*l  by  the  aid  of  his  own  Hnerj'. 
With  his  serge  eloak,  his  gandaU,  and  lii.s  enni,  Francis  resumed  his 
wont<Kl  gmvity ;  and  the  unlucky  Exciuisito  waa  dt^gra-le*!  on  tbe 
•pot  from  hia  charge  as  vicar-geneml.  On  Ihe  rofuf^l,  l>y  another 
brother,  of  the  obtdienco  due  to  his  chief,  a  grave  was  dug,  the 
olTeniler  smted  upright  in  it,  and  mould  cast  over  him  till  it  had 
riivfred  his  shoulder*!.  "  Art  thou  dead  1 "  exclaimed  Krincis  to  the 
bwul,  wliich  aione  rpmainwi  above  ground  "Completely,"  replied 
the  temtied  monk.  "Arise,  then,"  rejoined  tlie  Huiut,  "go  thy 
ways,  and  r^Mnembor  that  the  dead  naver  tvaist  any  one.  Let  me 
have  (lead,  not  U\ing  followera" 

Thcitt!  gumbulsf  however,  were  as  infrequent  as  they  were  uncouth. 
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They  ■woro  'but  gteams  of  mirth,  passing  i-apiJly  across  a  inini!  fiir 
more  often  overcast  by  constitutional  padnpsa.  For  thougli  Kaith 
bad  revonsdil  tlio  natural  springs  of  aelion  iu  liis  mind,  and  revealed 
to  him  this  cheat  of  Ui'e,  and  pt-opiwl  liin  iiniigination  with  many 
"bright  im«i  inuay  iiwftil  forma,  yet  she  was  not  attended  by  herusiud 
handuiaidd,  IVuce  and  IIoi>6.  AVith  a  heart  dead  to  ei-ltish  delights, 
and  abeorbfid  in  holy  and  Ijenfivoleut  alleotiona,  he  po*«e8setl  neither 
present  stTCiiity  nor  autieiputed  joy.  Cbeerleas  and  iinalluring  u 
tho  image  of  Kraacia  of  jVasisi :  his  figure  gaunt  and  wasted,  his 
coiinttinanco  furrowed  with  care,  his  sonl  hurried  from  one  excite* 
nient  to  anolhcr,  incapable  of  study,  incapable  of  repose,  forming 
ttttjiuhments  but  to  learn  their  f'mgility,  comiuyring  dithculties  but  to 
prove  the  vanity  of  conquest,  living  hut  to  consolidate  liis  Onier  of 
Minor  hrethrrn,  and  yet  haunted  by  constant  forebodings  of  their 
rapid  degeneracy.  Under  the  preaaure  of  such  aolicitiuies  and  of 
pivmature  disease,  ho  indulged  iiis  natural  niolancholy  (his  only 
self-indulgence),  ami  gave  way  to  tears  till  his  eyesight  had  olmo^ 
wholly  faded  him. 

To  his  wondering  disciples,  these  natural  results  of  low  diet| 
scanty  dresfl,  and  ceasela<i4  fatigue  operating  on  a  temperament  so 
susceptibk  as  his,  ajtpimred  as  so  many  prodigies  of  grace.  But  tho 
admirulion  was  not  reciprocal,  lie  saw,  and  vehemently  reproved 
their  faiUts.  Which  of  them  should  be  the  greatest— was  debated 
among  tlie  Minor  brethren,  as  ouce  among  a  more  illustrious  fra- 
ternity ;  and,  in  imituliou  of  Him  who  washed  the  feet  of  the  aspir- 
ing iiisljernien  of  G.Uilce,  Fniiicis  alulicnted  tho  goveramenl  of  tho 
Order,  and  for  awliile  Wcame  himself  nothuig  more  than  a  Minor 
hrother,  AVhieh  of  thom  should  gathor  in  the  greatest  ntimbor  of 
feraulo  pro:«elytes,  and  superintend  their  convents— was  another 
competition  which  he  watehed  with  yet  severer  anxiety.  He  bad 
learnt  to  reganl  liis  own  abduction  of  Clam  from  her  futlier's  house 
as  a  sublime  departure  from  rtdes  which  other  zealots  would  do  well 
to  observe,  "  .Mas  !"  he  exclaimed,  "  at  the  moment  when  God  for- 
bade us  wives,  Satan  has,  I  fear,  given  us  sisters."  Which  of  them 
shoiUd  build  the  most  splendid  monastericyi — was  yet  another  rivalry 
in  which  ho  foresaw  their  approaching  decline.  "  Mow,"  he  said, 
**  it  is  who  shall  eroct  the  finest  religious  edifices.  The  tiroB  ia 
coming,  when  others  of  us  shall  build  maasions  fit  for  the  great  and 
noble  of  the  earth.  Hich  aud  beautiful  will  be  the  dress  of  those 
aichitecta  !  Well  I  if  our  brethren  may  hut  e8<?app  mortal  sin,  let 
VB  be  eatisfiod."  Which  of  them  should  first  win  the  favour  of 
ecclcaiastioid  patrons — was  an  impiiry  which  their  protector,  Ugo- 
lino,  had  suggested ;  hut  their  rising  ambition   was  cneigeticiUly 


BAIKT  TRAXCtS   OR   ASSI8L 


9T 


denottncptl,  by  their  prophet  Fmucis,  in  fervent  and  prophelic  warn- 
ings, which  may  be  read  among  Jiis  yet  extant  prwlictious. 

hainta  and  Satiriata,  of  a  day  but  little  remote  from  hia  own, 
emuLitu  eacii  othnr  in  recunling  the  accumpUshment  of  these  <lark 
foreWlings.  At  the  distance  of  only  thirty  years  from  Ihn  death  of 
tlip  founder,  wo  find  Bonavontiira,  tho  f^reatest  of  bis  successors  in 
the  ^(OTeminent  of  tlie  Order,  thus  addressing  his  provincial  minis- 
lew  : — "  'ITie  indolence  of  our  brethren  ia  laying  open  the  path  to 
erery  vice.  'ITjoy  are  immersed  in  cnnial  repose,  lliey  roam  up 
and  down  everywhere,  burtheiung  every  place  to  wliich  they  come. 
8*>  importnnati*  are  their  ilenmnda,  and  aue.h  their  rapaeity,  that  it 
has  l^xrome  no  less  tumble  to  fall  in  with  them  than  with  so  many 
robbers.  So  Humptuoiis  is  the  structure  of  their  magniticent  build- 
ings OS  to  bring  us  all  into  discredit.  So  frequently  are  they  involved 
in  those  eulpablc  intimacies  which  our  rule  pruhibita,  tliat  mupicion, 
■candfll,  and  reproach  have  been  excited  against  us."  Listen  again, 
to  thu  anient  admirer  of  Francis  in  the  2:;nd  book  of  tbe  Puradiso : — 

So  soft  in  HmH  nf  mnrtnU,  that  on  enrtli 

A  good  hoginninK  doth  bo  lunf^er  la«t 

Than  while  nn  oak  may  hrin;;  itA  trait  to  birth, 
Peter  bc^in  Lis  mnvent  without  ;:«ild 

Or  ftilvnr,     I  built  minp  hv  jirnver  and  fast  ;— 

IlDiiulity  for  Fnuiniii  vott  a  foU. 
\t  Uiou  rrflfcl  huw  tflch  bifpa.  thru  ricw 

To  vhat  on  fzid  ttntli  kucIi  Ix-gionin^  lend. 

Tbou'lt  H-v  the  wbito  umunu  the  tlanceM  hue. 
Jordan  driven  barkward,  and  th«  ko,  that  (Ird 

At  God's  cniumaiHl,  were  mtncles  indeed 

GnMer  than  tbo«u  hero  nwdfiiL •Wright t  Dtnte. 

The  Vranciscau  Order  has,  however,  not  only  survived  the  de- 
nunciations of  Honnventnra  and  of  Dante — the  banter  of  Erasmns 
— the  brtKider  scof^  of  "Tlie  Letters  of  eome  Obscure  Men" — the 
invertivefl  of  Wicliff  and  Luther — the  taunts  of  Milton — the  con- 
temptuous equity  of  IJayle^— and  the  eloquence,  the  wit,  the  ecom, 
and  the  rRsentmont  of  half  the  pens  of  Europe ;  but  has  outlived 
the  egregious  crimes  and  follies  of  ita  own  degenerale  sons ;  and 
after  six  centuries  still  lives  and  ilourishes ;  a  boa.st  of  the  Papal 
and  a  problem  for  the  Protestant  world.  What  is  the  principle  of 
this  protracted  vitality  1  Whence  the  buoyancy,  whirh,  atnidst  80 
many  stomw  and  wrecks,  has  so  long  sustained  the  institute  of  the 
unlearawl,  half^omzy  ftigitivo  from  the  counting  huuso  at  Assiai  ? 

>'ot  even  the  idolatera  of  his  name  aacriljo  to  liim  any  |irofound 
foresight,  or  intuitive  genius,  or  bold  originality  of  thought.  The 
«lciqaonce  for  which  he  woe  renowned  waa  no  ignited  logic,  but  & 
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"baTst  of  contagious  emotion,  guided  by  no  art,  fed  by  no  storoa  of 
knowledge,  and  directed  by  no  iutcUectuiil  prowess.  It  was  the 
voice  of  a  herald  still  repeating  tlio  same  impressive  tidings,  not  t>ie 
address  of  an  orator  subjugating  at  once  the  nitional  and  thi-  wcnsi- 
tivR  faculties  of  Ids  audience.  He  was  rather  the  comj'iler  than  the 
inventor  of  the  Franciscan  code  ;  and,  as  a  legislator,  ia  famous  fnr 
only  two  novelties — the  vow  of  absolute  poverty,  which  was  nindo 
but  to  bo  broken  ;  and  the  reconcilement  of  t.he  mligioua  xvith  the 
secular  elate  in  bis  Order  of  Penitence,  which  diuil  away  with  the 
feudal  oppressions  and  the  social  exigencies  which,  at  first,  sustained 
and  nourished  it. 

If  considered  only  as  a  part  of  the  general  3}-stem  of  Monapticism, 
the  saocBss  of  the  Franciscan  rule  is,  however,  readily  explicable. 
Men  become  monks  and  women  nuns,  sometimes  frum  \-nlgar  mo- 
tives ;  such  as  fashion,  the  desire  of  mutual  support,  tiie  want  of  a 
maintenance,  inaptitude  for  more  active  duties,  satiety  of  the  plensures 
of  life:,  or  disgust  at  ita  disappointmentii,  parental  authority,  family- 
convenience,  or  the  like ; — sometimes  from  superstitious  fancies ; 
such  as  the  supposed  sanctity  of  certain  relics,  or  tlio  expiatory 
value  of  some  particidar  ceremonial ; — sometimes  from  nobler  im- 
puldea ;  such  as  the  convictinn  that  such  solitude  is  essential  to  the 
purity  of  the  soul  of  tlie  recluse,  or  to  the  usefulness  of  his  life  ; — 
but  always,  in  some  degree,  from  other  cause*  of  still  deeper  root 
and  far  wider  expansion.  Such  are,  the  servile  spirit,  which  desins 
to  abdicate  the  burden  of  free  will  and  the  responsibilities  of  free 
agency ; — and  the  feeble  spirit,  which  can  stand  erect,  and  make 
progress,  only  when  sustained  by  the  pressure  aud  the  impulse  of  a 
cruwd  ; — and  the  wavering  spirit,  which  takes  refuge  from  the  poina 
of  doubt  in  tlie  coutagicu  of  monastic  nniiuinuty. 

Neither  is  the  success  of  the  Franciscan  institute,  if  viewed  as 
distinct  from  all  other  conventual  orders,  involved  m  any  reol  ob- 
curity.  Sj  reiterated,  indeed,  and  so  just  havo  been  the  osaaulta 
on  the  Mendi<»int  Friars,  that  wo  usually  forget  that^  till  the  daya 
of  Martin  Luther,  the  Church  had  never  seen  bo  great  and  effectiiol 
a  reform  as  theirs.  During  nearly  two  centtuies,  Francis  and  hia 
epirituoi  descendants,  chiefly,  if  not  exclusively,  directed  the  two 
great  engineji  of  the  Christian  warfare! — the  Mission  and  the  Pulpit 
Notliing  in  the  histories  of  "Wesley  or  of  Wliitficld  can  be  compared 
with  the  enthusiasm  which  everywhere  welcomed  them,  or  with 
the  immedlite  and  visible  results  of  their  labours.  In  an  age  of 
oligarchical  tyranny  tbey  were  the  prot-ectors  of  the  weak  ;  in  an  age 
of  ignorance  the  instructors  of  mankind  ;  and  in  an  age  of  profligaojr 
the  stem  vindicators  of  the  holiness  of  the  sacerdotal  character,  and 
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the  Tirtuea  of  domwtic  life.  "Wliilo  other  Ti'ligioiis  so<iiMie8  with- 
drew from  the  world,  they  enttred,  studie<t,  anil  traverspd  it  They 
were  followed  by  the  wretched,  the  illiterato,  and  the  obscure, 
through  whnni,  from  the  lirat,  the  Church  has  bwn  chiufly  ro- 
pleiiiahed ;  hut  not  hy  them  only.  In  every  part  of  Europe,  the 
rich,  the  powerful,  and  the  learned  were  found  amonj;  their  pro- 
sf'Ij'tes.  In  our  own  land  Duna  Scotua,  Alexander  Halea,  Kohert 
{.Jroftttite,  and  Roger  Bacon,  lent  to  this  new  Christian  confederacy 
tho  Jubtre  and  the  authority  of  their  names.  And-  even  when,  hy 
the  natural  descent  of  eomiption,  it  liad  fallen  into  weU-Jeserved 
contumely,  still  the  Mission  and  the  Pulpit,  and  ihe  tradition  of 
the  grwit  men  by  whom  it  was  originally  organised  and  nurtured, 
were  etilUcient  to  arrcj-t  the  progreas  of  decay,  and  to  redcfcm  for  the 
PnuiribCtiri  Onlitr  a  pcmianeut  and  a  con^picunns  station  among  the 
"Princedoms,  Dominations,  Powers,"  winch  hold  their  appointed 
,rutk,  and  perform  their  appropriate  offices,  in  the  great  spiritual 
d}'na«ty  of  Hume. 

The  tragedy  of  TTamlet,  leaving  out  the  character  of  tho  Pmice  of 
rienmark,  tlio  biojifTsphy  of  Turenne,  with  the  exception  of  hia 
want,  may,  perhaps,  l>i:  but  inarlequate  images  of  a  life  of  8t  Francis, 
omillintj  all  notice  of  tlio  doctriuett  lie  taught,  anil  excluding  any 
account  of  the  ioHuence  of  his  theology  on  himself  or  hia  coutem- 
poraries,  a:id  on  the  geuerationa  which  have  sucww^ded  hira.  This, 
however,  is  not  a  biograjihy,  hut  a  rapid  sketch  put  forth  by  aeeuLu 
men  to  secular  readers.  It  would  he  indecoroUB  to  euppo^  that  otir 
profound  divines,  Sfottish  or  Kuglish,  would  wai*te  the  midnij^ht  oil 
over  so  shght  an  attempt  to  revive  tho  memory  of  u  once  fumoua 
FiUlier  of  tho  (Jhnroh,  now  fallen  into  unmerited  neglect  and  indis- 
criminate opprobrium  among  us.  Yet  if,  ludeed,  any  Btudent  of 
Jewell  or  of  Knox  should  so  far  descend  from  hia  Bodleian  emin- 
ences as  to  cast  a  hasty  glance  over  thf«e  lines,  let  him,  if  he  will, 
Jirst  heartily  censure,  and  then  supply,  their  too  palpable  omissions. 
IjuI  him  write  the  complete  story  of  St  Francis,  and  estimate  im- 
purlially  hlfl  aet«,  his  opinions,  his  character,  and  his  hibourn  ;  and 
he  will  have  written  one  important  chapter  of  a  History  of  tho 
Monastic  Urdera,  and  will  liave  contributed  to  supply  one  great 
dclicittjtcy  in  the  ecclejiiustical  literature  of  the  Protoiitdnt  worlX 
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On  the  down  of  the  day  on  which,  in  the  year  1534,  the  Chnrch  of 
Kome  cek'braloil  tlus  feast  of  tlie  Assuinption  of  Uur  Blessed  Lady, 
a  little  coniiKiiiy  of  men  emer^wl  in  snltnnu  procession  from  Iho  deep 
shadows  cast  liy  the  lowtiix  of  Xotro  Puiue  over  the  silent  city  below 
thcDL  Tn  a  silence  not  k'jw  profonnii,  exwpt  when  broken  by  the 
chant  of  the  matins  ftppropriate  to  that  aacred  season,  thoy  climbed- 
tho  liiil  of  MftrtjTs,  and  descended  into  the  Crypt  which  then  ascer- 
tained the  spot  where  the  Apostle  of  France  had  won  the  crown  of 
murtynlom.  With  a  stately  though  hulting  gait,  aa  one  uccostomed 
to  military  coninmmi,  marched  at  their  head  a  roan  of  awarthy  com- 
plexion, iialildioaded,  and  of  middle  stature,  who  hiul  [lasseit  t^B 
meridian  of  life  ;  his  deep-set  eyes  glowing,  w  with  a  perenninl  fiiii^^| 
from  Iwneath  brows  which,  liiul  phrcnolngy  then  hern  horn,  slia 
might  have  portrayed  in  her  loftieat  style,  but  which,  even  without 
her  aiJ,  announced  to  every  observer  a  coiamiasion  from  on  high  to 
subjugate  and  to  nde  mankind  So  mnjfslic,  indeed,  was  the  as- 
pect of  Ignatius  Lo]r'ola,  that,  during  the  sjxtetntli  ceutuiy,  few,  if 
aoy,  of  the  books  of  his  Ctiiicr  appeiired  without  thfi  impress  of  that 
imperial  countenance.  Befiido  him,  in  the  chapel  of  St  Benya, 
IcQclt  another  worshipper ;  whose  manly  bearing,  buoyant  step,  clcur 
blue  eye,  and  finely  chiselled  features,  contrasted  strangely  with  the 
solemnities  in  which  he  was  engaged.  Then  in  early  manhood, 
Francis  Xavier  united  in  his  person  the  dignity  belittiag  hia  birth 
as  a  gnuidee  of  Spain,  and  the  grace  which  should  adorn  a  page  of 
the  Queen  of  Castile  and  Arragoa  Not  less  incongruous  with  thu 
scene  in  which  they  bore  their  parts,  were  the  slight  forms  of  the 
boy  Alphonso  Sidmcron,  and  of  hia  boaom  friend  lago  Laynez,  tho 
destined  successor  of  Ignatiui*  in  his  spiritual  dynasty.  With  theia 
Nicholas  Alphonso  Bolwdilla,  and  Simon  llodrigucz— the  tirst  a 
teacher,  the  second  a  student,  of  philosophy— prostrated  themselves 
before  the  altar,  where  ministered  Peter  Faber,  once  a  shfphertl  iu 
the  mountouis  of  Savoy,  but  now  a  priest  in  holy  orders,     Jty  Ki» 
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liands  was  distributed  to  his  asaociates  tUe  swming  breAtl,  over  wbiL-li 
he  bod  utt^reU  wonis  of  more  tban  miroculoua  efiicacy ;  and  tbeu 
•were  lifted  up  Ibeii  tmited  voices,  uttering  in  low  but  distinct  arti- 
cubttioii.  Hit  onth,  at  tlic  dtjep  signllicance  of  wLich  the  nations  nughc 
have  trembled  or  rejoicml.  Mover  did  human  lips  pronounce  a  vow 
more  n:li^;iou8ly  observed,  or  pregnant  witb  resulta  more  momentoua 

Ignatius  Loyola  was  bom  in  the  year  14*J1,  at  Guipuscoa,  in 
the  pTO\'ineie  of  Biscay.  His  motliei',  who  had  already  home  to  her 
husband  ten  cbU.iren,  resolved  lu  bring  f()rth  this  ber  yuungcst  son 
in  a  atablp.  in  memory  of  tlie  birth-place  of  the  Kodeemer  at  Bethle- 
bem.  A  few  years  later  bis  father,  a  wealthy  Hidalgo,  introduced 
Ihe  boy  as  a  pa^Q  into  the  service  of  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  by 
irfa<we  command  ho  wa?  trained  up  in  the  graces  of  the  court,  tha 
exercises  of  chivalry,  the  discipline  of  the  camp,  and  the  observances 
of  religion.  The  traditions  of  bis  youth  represent  him  aa  one  in 
whom  seeming  contradictions  met  and  were  reconciled : — as,  at  the 
same  time,  a  voluptuary  revelling  in  sensual  delighta,  and  a  knight 
nf  snrpaaeiug  hardihood  ; — as  a  profligate  in  bis  habits,  and  yet 
odifyinj;  bis  companions  by  his  modest  speech  and  decorous 
manners ; — as  quickly  roused  to  fierce  anger,  and  as  quickly  sab- 
dtMd  to  gentleness  and  peace  ;^as  at  once  destitute  of  learning, 
and  an  anient  cuitivator  of  poetry  ; — as  a  captive  in  the  chains  of 
vice,  while  aApirinff  after  the  highest  fianchises  of  virtue; — as 
habitually  di-itruded  by  conHicting  aima,  though  living  under  tho 
constant  dominion  of  one  master  passion — the  passion  for  contiol- 
ling  the  wills  and  directing  the  conduct  of  other  men. 

At  the  Rieffe  of  rampjeluna,  by  the  forces  of  I'mncis  the  Pirst,  in 
the  year  10^1,  Ignaliu*.  in  scorn  of  tho  alarm  which  had  induced 
the  garrifion  lo  capitulate,  retired  with  a  single  follower  into  the 
citadel ;  and,  wliile  defending  a  breach  in  the  walls,  was  struck 
down  by  a  cannon-ball,  which  broke  and  splintered  one  of  his  legs. 
"His  f[allant  enemiei),  raiaing  him  on  their  arms,  bore  him  to  the 
teit  of  their  general,  Andr<^  de  J'oix ;  who,  filled  with  admiration 
of  his  undaimted  valour,  placed  him  under  the  care  of  a  French 
■urgeon,  and  then  sent  him  home  to  the  adjacent  castle  of  Loyola, 
with  all  the  honours  of  war,  and  with  the  fracture  apparently 
XBilucefL  'riio  operation  boil,  however,  been  ill-performed,  and  tho 
eOTB  was  imperfect ;  and,  to  repair  the  error,  it  was  thought 
atownty  that  the  bone  should  be  broken  anew.  The  fever  wluch 
fidlowed  nearly  brought  to  a  premature  grave  the  future  leatorer  of 
tbe  Papacy. 

Thus  far  we  have  trodden  on  ground  over  winch  no  prodigj* 
han^ ;  bat  our  path  now  he«  through  the  land  of  miracles,    'While 
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the  pftti'ent  alppt.  tho  Prince  of  tho  Apostles  laid  his  vonerablo  hiind 
oa  the  lintK  aud  at  ouee  llio  f«ver  ceased,  tlie  pains  pa?s«il  awov, 
and  the  fractured  bones  resminid  their  iiaturiil  position.  Yet  the 
tlienipontia  skill  of  St  Peter  iras  less  perfect  than  might  have  been 
expected  from  so  exalted  a  chirurgeon.  A  splinter  still  protruded 
through  the  skin,  and  tho  wounded  leg  was  ahortonpU,  ehi-uukeii, 
and  disfignred.  To  n^gain  his  fair  proportions,  Ignattns  submittod 
to  tortun^a  fr<j[n  wliich  a  martyr  might  have  t<lirnnk.  The  fragiuent 
of  Ilia  hone  was  violentlj'  wrenched  away,  ami  his  limb  placed  in  ii 
rack  vhitih,  during  Rt^veral  days,  was  Htraincd  to  dmw  hack  tlie 
nerves,  ainews,  and  dislocated  piirts  into  their  proper  places.  This 
frightful  sacriticR  at  tho  shrino  of  Comeliness  was,  however,  otrercd 
in  vain.  Her  votarj-  was  lonj?  cotiHned  to  liis  couch,  uppn'seed  by 
tho  sad  conviction  that,  whcthor  the  lute  &huuJd  breathe  a  stinunons 
to  the  gaillard,  or  the  trumpet  ring  out  an  alaim  to  the  battle,  iho 
sound  woidd  henceforth  be  but  as  a  mocken,*  to  him.  Nor  (if  th« 
tale  bo  true)  was  ho  uuhnnnted  by  tho  still  sorer  misgiving  tliut  tbft 
brif^ht  eyes  of  hia  Angelica  (for  our  Orlando  was  of  course  also 
Innamoratn)  might  henceforward  be  turned  with  greator  favour  on 
some  iledoro  of  unimpeachable  symmetry  of  form,  than  on  himself, 
halting  at  every  step  on  a  log  miiwlmpen,  mutilated,  and  contraclod. 

Books  of  knight  errantr.-  soothed  these  anxieties,  and  relieved  tho 
la8»itude  of  sicknea* ;  and,  when  these  talea  were  exhausted,  tho 
dieablrtd  soIdiiT  betook  himself  to  a  series  of  still  more  marvelloua 
romances.  In  the  legends  of  the  saints  he  discovereil  a  new  field 
of  emulation  and  of  glor}-.  When  contrasted  with  tlieir  sclf-con- 
queets  and  their  high  rewards,  the  achievements  and  the  n-nown  of 
Koland  and  of  Aniudis  waxed  dim.  Wlicn  compated  with  thoeo 
poeriess  damsels,  for  whose  smiles  Paladiiiii  had  fought  and  died, 
the  awful  image  of  feminine  lovclineA.s  and  angelic  purity  which 
had  irradiateil  tho  hermit's  cell  and  the  path  of  the  way-worn 
pilgrim,  presented  itself  to  his  mental  vision  in  a  glorj'  (raiiscendent 
and  unapproachable^  Far  as  the  heavens  are  above  tho  earth  would 
rise  the  plight^ni  fcnlty  of  the  knight  of  the  Virgin  Mother  over  tha 
uoblest  devotion  of  mere  human  chivftlry.  He  would  cast  his 
shield  over  the  Chun;h  which  ftscril>od  to  her  more  than  celestial 
dignities,  and  would  bathe  in  tho  blood  of  her  enemies  tho  aword 
once  desocrat<«i  to  the  mean  ends  of  earthly  ambition. 

These  anient  vows  wpjo  not  unheeded  by  her  to  whom  they 
wen  addressed.  Environed  in  light,  ami  clasping  her  infant  to  her 
b«om«  she  revealed  herself  to  the  ailoring  pue  of  her  chanijtion. 
At  that  heavenly  vision,  all  fantasies  of  worldly  and  seoisual  dp- 
light,  like  exorcised  demons,  flod  from  his  soul  into  aa  etumal 
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Aruing  from  tbese  orotic  dreoma,  bo  eu»pended  at  bor  sbrme 
flcculur  wuftpooa,  purfonneJ   liis  iiofjturnal   vigils,  imil,   with 
"reiumioR  days,  retired  from  tlio  ckipel,  to  consecrate  hia  futnrtj  lifo 
to  tbo  glory  of  the  Virgo  JJoipaT'a. 

Reslored  to  healtb.  the  kiiigljt  onoe  mora  vaulted  into  liis  naddle, 
and,  guiding  his  war-liorsp  toward  the  altar  of  Our  La*!y  of  Monl- 
BCrr.it,  caricolc'd  in  advauce  »>f  the  throng  of  ignohler  pilgrims,  who, 
liko  himself,  had  made  a  Boleran  vow  to  worship  there.  A  Moor 
firom  Gmnada  enconutered  and  accosted  l^m ;  bat  ^m  courteous 
greetings  the  two  cavaliers  soon  pawed  to  fierce  and  thorny  rontro- 
versy.  If  tbey  had  graduated  at  tialamancu,  they  tuiuld  not  have 
fallen  Ufran  a  logomachy  eetting  more  triumphantly  at  defiance 
ever>'  imaginable  attempt  to  resolve  it.  The  iiiBdel  aOimie*.!,  and 
the  Christian  denied,  that  Mary  had  cetiaed  to  be  a  virgin  when  she 
became  a  mother ;  and  the  chutliiiig  of  sword  and  scimitar  seemed 
about  to  succeed  to  the  war  of  words,  when,  at  the  point  of  intcr- 
Boction  of  feveral  roads,  the  Midiometan  {so  runs  the  story)  gave 
spora  to  his  horse  and  ded.  The  champion  of  the  ^ladoiina  fol- 
lowed ;  but,  throwing  the  Tein  on  the  neck  of  his  steed,  he  left  it 
tti  the  aniumra  diftcretion  either  to  follow  or  to  decline  the  road 
which  the  fugitive  had  tiiken.  To  the  oltseri'anco  of  thia  law  or 
custom  of  chivalry,  tho  Puynim  was  indebted  that  day  for  an  un- 
cloven  skull — an  advantage  which  his  moat  Catholic  ^vereign  did 
not  proliably  allow  him  long  to  enjoy. 

At  Montserrat,  Ignatius  perlormecl  suck  acts  of  derotion  as  might 
best  beseem  eo  illustnous  a  sanctmiry  and  so  zealous  a  worshipper; 
and  then  betook  himself  to  the  adjacent  town  of  Manrcza,  as  a 
place  admirably  suited  to  the  austerities  with  which  he  proposed  to 
C«lebrat4>  bis  self-dedicatiou  to  Our  Lady  of  the  Serried  Mount. 
Seven  hours  were  daily  given  to  prayer,  during  which  he  remained 
adeiit  and  motionless  as  a  statue.  His  wcek-<lay  diet  was  bread  and 
w;r.t.T.  to  which  on  Sundays  he  added  a  condiment  of  herbs  and 
groimd  luthoa  boiled  together.  Next  tn  his  skin  he  wore  altcrnatolj^ 
an  iron  chain,  a  borse-hair  cloth,  and  a  sash  of  prickly  briarsi ' 
Tlirfc  times  each  day  he  laid  tho  scout^  resolutely  on  his  naked 
lia'^k.  The  bare  earth  was  his  be<l.  He  bocame  one  of  the  fi-atem- 
ity  of  Iw'ija^ars  who  frenuenl«d  the  }io8pital  uf  Manreza,  exaggerated 
in  hirf  own  jier.-um  wljatever  was  moat  revolting  in  their  habits  and 
api^arunc*!,  wvelled  in  filth,  and  niudered  to  the  siok,  and  e^spocially 
to  nuL<h  iu  wore  aillicted  with  ulcers,  services  of  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  read  the  accotmt  without  a  strong  disposition  to  sickness. 

It  has  long  been  luiowu  how  fluently  "  the  devil  can  quote 
Scripture  for  his  purpose  ■"  but  to  Ignatius  belongs  the  discover.', 
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iliat  Sntan  can  prosont  his  temptations  to  mankind  iu  tlie  fonn 
excellent  sensy  uud  sound  reasoninj,'.  The  Evil  Spirit  \i';w,  we  are 
told,  alliicted  by  his  excessive  liumility,  and  r-ons4.*4.^uent  Imppinces ; 
and  tliurvfore  assailed  Liin  with  the  fullowiu^'  caleolieticaj  seduc- 
tion : — '*  Is  it  not  poasible  to  be  holy  ■without  beinpr  filthy  ?  la  it 
essential  to  the  purity  of  your  soul  that  verniin  sliould  crawl  over 
your  p(3i8on  1  Dues  it  become  a  knight,  of  a  Uutjage  bo  noble  as 
yours,  to  appear  among  men  as  a  Lazar^  WouJd  not  your  virtues 
yield  a  brij^hter  and  more  eflective  example  iu  ihe  court  or  in  the 
camp,  than  in  this  mean  hospital  "i " 

To  escape  these  diabolical  suggestions,  Ignatius  (juitted  ^Fanrcza 
for  a  ueighbouriug  cavern.  It  was  in  the  centre  of  a  wxlderne 
and  could  not  be  approached  except  by  forcing  the  body  lhroa_ 
thorns  and  briars.  At  the  extremity  it  was  dark  as  the  pmv« 
though  a  fortunate  crevice  or  loophole  nrar  the  entrance  enable 
the  hermit  to  gaze  at  the  distant  church  of  Onr  I-idy  of  Montser 
In  this  dismal  cell,  ha  delivered  over  his  mlod  ami  body  to 
which  entirely  eclipsed  those  of  hU  hospital  at  Manreia.  ill 
times  each  day  he  bruised  and  tore  his  Ueeh  with  a  blunt 
scoui^e,  beating  bis  bosom  at  intervals  with  sharp  flint  atone 
and,  with  diseased  ingenuity,  perverting  every  act  of  adoration  inb 
a  penance  and  a  torturo.  At  one  time  he  would  commune  with 
Vii^'in  Mother ;  at  another  he  would  wrestle  with  the  Spirit 
E\'il ;  and  so  abrupt  were  his  vicissitudes  of  rapture  and  despair, 
that  in  the  stonn  of  turbid  paasious  his  reason  had  nearly  give 
way.  Friendly  hands  dragged  him  from  hU  hiding-place,  and  < 
Lands,  in  intention,  at  least,  not  less  friendly,  recorded  his  fevoria 
ravings.  At  one  time,  he  conversed  ^vith  voices  audible  to  no 
but  hii  At  another,  he  sought  to  propitiate  Him  before  whom  1 
trembled,  by  expiations  tliat  would  have  been  more  fitly  offered 
MoIocIl  Spiritual  doctors  ministered  to  his  lelief,  but  they  pr&- 
scribed  in  vain.  The  simple  tmth  was  too  simple  for  them.  They 
could  not  perceive  that  in  revealing  Himself  to  mankind  in  the 
character  of  a  Father,  that  awful  Being  has  claimed,  as  peculiarly 
His  own,  the  gentlest,  the  kindest,  oud  the  most  conlidixig  alTucttons 
of  our  nature. 

At  tbe  verge  of  madness  Ignatius  paused.  That  noble  intelle 
was  not  to  be  whelmed  beneath  the  tempests  in  which  so  msnj 
have  sunk  ;  but  neithnr  was  he  to  be  rescued  by  any  vidgar  methods. 
Standing  on  the  steps  of  a  X>ominican  church,  ho  was  reciting  the 
ofBce  of  Our  Lady,  when  (as  all  his  biographera  assure  tis)  Heaven 
itself  was  laid  open  to  the  eye  of  the  worshipper.     That  inetl'ab 


nysieTT  which  the  author  of  the  Athanftsinn  Crowl  has  lahoured  to 
enuuvwtc  in  wonla,  -was  laid  bare  to  hitn  as  an  object,  not  of  faith, 
bat  of  ftcttul  sight.  Tbo  piist  nges  of  the  world  were  rolled  buck  iu 
his  presence  ;  and  he  beheld  the  oialuriHl  fabric  of  tliinj^  rising  into 
being,  and  discerned  the  motives  which  hnd  j)n.>nipted  Ihia  exercise  of 
the  creative  energy.  To  his  spiritualised  Benso  wa>i  disclosed  the 
mysterious  procefts  by  which  the  Host  is  tranaulistantiated :  and 
those  other  Christian  verities,  which  it  is  permitted  to  common 
men  to  receive  only  as  exercises  of  belief,  now  beciimc  known  to 
him  by  immediate  inepcctiou  and  direct  consciousness;  During 
eight  successive  days  his  body  reposed  in  an  unbroken  tranc(>,  while 
his  spirit  thus  imbibed  disclosures  for  which  the  tongues  of  men 
have  no  appropriJite  hinguage.  lie  oltemptfld,  indcwl,  to  impart 
them  in  a  volume  of  fourscore  leaves  ;  but,  dark  with  excess  of 
light,  his  words  held  the  learned  and  the  ignorant  alike  in  speecK- 
leea  wonder. 

Ignatius  returned  to  this  sublunary  scene  with  a  mission  not 
Qnme«t  for  an  envoy  frf>in  the  empyifjin  world  of  whi<jh  lie  had  thus 
become  a  temporarj'  dcniztm.  He  Ditttnu'd  to  ejitiililish  on  earth  a 
theocra«*y  of  which  ho  should  himself  be  the  first  administrator,  and 
to  which  multitudes  of  every*  tribe  and  kindred  of  men  shuuld  be 
tho  subjects.  He  returned,  no  lonf^er  a  sordid,  half-diBtractfd 
anchorite,  hut  a  kind  of  Swedenborg-i^'raukJiu  ;  distinguished  alike 
by  designs  of  gigantic  magnitude  and  of  superhuman  audacity  ;  and 
by  the  clear  good  sense,  thft  profoimd  sagacity,  the  calm  perscvenmce, 
and  tlie  flexible  address  with  which  he  was  to  pursue  them.  He  re- 
tnrowi  to  show  how  tho  delirious  enthusiajam  of  the  cloister  may  Iw 
combined  and  reconciled,  in  the  heroic  nature,  with  the  shrewdness  of 
the  exchange, 

K'cith'^r  in  the  hospital  and  ftivem  of-ifanrezn,  nor  in  his  parox- 
■yvtOB  of  distniae,  nor  in  the  eirstasies  of  Jiis  recoverj-,  had  the  niimi 
of  Ignatius  been  rvally  drifting  without  aun  or  anchorage.  Among 
the  saintly  prodigies  which  had  tin^t  anmsed  his  Rirk  be<.I,  and  had 
then  entranced  the  student  of  them,  he  had  seiwd  with  pecidiar 
fervour  on  the  mar^'elhms  acts  of  Benwlict,  nf  Francis,  and  of 
Dominick  ;  and  the  idea  of  foiuiding  a  new  monastic  draasty  bccanio 
at  first  a  plaything  of  the  imagination  ;  then  a  settled  desire  of  the 
heart;  and  then  a  \*ast  prujpct  revolved  in  liis  nnderstunding  from 
day  to  day,  until  it  had  at  length  become  a  prolxible,  a  consistent, 
and  a  comprehnnsivo  whole.  He  once  more  took  his  place  in  human 
aociety  in  the  garb  and  with  the  exterior  aspect  of  other  men  ;  hut 
UboTuing  with  a  purpose  which  had  already  placed  iu  his  visionary 
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grasp  tlie  sceptre  with  whicli,  in  yet  (listant  years,  lie  was  destine 
to  rule  hJA  spiritiml  family,  atid  through  them,  to  agiLite  L}ie  natioiu 
of  the  ctirth,  from  tha  GanpiGs  to  La  Plata. 

The  first  fniite  of  tho  lahnurs  of  Ignatiiin  in  the  oxocution  (^ 
this  stupendous  design  was  the  Book  of  Spiritual  Exercises,  It 
•was  originally  written,  in  Spanish  ;  and,  by  the  command  of  the  Popo,' 
Paul  the  Third,  was  ivndenjd  iulo  two  Latin  vereions — the  first 
eevei'ftly  literal,  the  other  exhihitiiig  the  sense,  not  only  with  greater 
elegance,  hut  with  more  substantial  accumcy.  Paul  then  pnhUshed 
a  hull,  dated  the  31fit  July,  1548,  in  which  he  commended  the 
latter  of  those  translations  to  tho  stndy  of  the  faithfuL  A  nev 
version  of  the  Spiritual  Exorcises  Crum  an  original  S]>aniah  MS., 
corrected  in  the  handwriting  of  Ignatius  himself,  was  pul-liahed  at 
Bome»  in  1834:,  by  the  Rev.  Fatht*  John  Koothaan,  the  present 
General  of  the  Onier  of  .Tesna.  On  collating  that  MS.  with  the 
text  of  1548,  M.  Roothaan  discovered  that  the  former  translatoia 
had,  in  many  passages,  not  only  misrepresented,  but  impaired  the 
si<me  of  the  great  author ;  and  his  supposition  is,  that  the  humility 
of  Ignatius  had  coiistraint-d  him  altogether  to  abandon  his  own 
literary  compoailioa  to  the  dispoa&I  and  to  the  mercy  of  others. 
Whatever  may  he  the  truth  of  this  Btrange  hypothesis,  it  is  at  least 
clear,  tliat,  till  the  year  18.14.  tho  world  had  never  possessed  a 
tmstwortliy  edition  of  the  single  literary  work  of  the  great  founder 
of  Jesuitism. 

The  Spiritual  Exercises  form  &  manual  of  what  may  be  tenner 
**  The  Art  of  Conversion."  It  proposes  a  scheme  of  self-discipline  by 
which,  in  the  counso  of  four  weeks,  passtKl  in  entire  seclusion  from 
the  world,  that  niighly  work  is  to  he  acfoniplisheiL  In  the  firsts 
the  penitent  is  conducted  through  a  series  of  dark  retrospects  to 
nlutao^  luid  of  gloomy  proupcct^  t>n  alarm  him.  lliosc  ends  attainod, 
he  U,  during  ihe  next  seven  days,  to  eurol  himself  in  the  anny  of 
the  faithful,  stutlying  the  biography  of  the  Divine  Captain  of  that 
elect  host,  and  choosing  with  extreme  circumspection  that  plan  of 
life,  religious  or  secidar,  in  which  he  may  h*?«t  be  able  to  tread  in 
His  sl^ps,  and  to  bt^iir  His  stmidartl,  einhlcmatical  at  once  of  suffer- 
iog  and  of  conquest.  To  sustain  the  soldier  of  the  cross  in  this 
protracted  warfare,  his  spiritual  eye  is  to  be  directed,  during  the 
tliird  of  his  solitary  weeks,  towards  that  unfathomable  abyss  of  woe 
into  which  the  I'cdeemer  descended  to  rescue  tlie  race  of  Adnm  from 
the  power  of  S-'itan  and  of  death :  and  then  seven  suns  are  to  rise 
and  set  whUe  the  diseuihndled  spirit  is  to  chant  triumphant  hal- 
Iflnjuhs,  elevating  her  desires  lieavenwarda,  contemplating  gloriei 
till  then  uitimagiimhle,  and  mysterice  no^'er  before  revealed :  when, 


THS  romrDBBS  or  JEStnrisv. 


107 


at  I^'njjtli.  the  spiritual  exercises  close  by  an  alwolute  surrender  of 
all  tho  fMi;ihU  oQtl  int«r«8U  of  his  sublunary  state,  as  an  holocaust. 
to  be  consumed  by  the  undying  flame  of  Divine  lore  on  the  altar  of 
th^  Ti*(;(cnorat«  heart 

This  book  is  at  once  a  roomcntons  chapter  in  the  autobiography 
of  Ij^atius,  and  the  earliest  of  his  canons  for  the  govcmmont  of 
his  futUTu  society.  It  discloaea  his  ovrn  spiritual  at-ate  during  the 
jwuanees  and  ecstasies  of  Manreza ;  and  explains  what  is  the  con- 
dition iif  mind  into  vhich  he  desired  to  bring  hi.s  expected  aflaocdatca 
iu  the  antiiiipated  labours  then  lying  in  dim  and  Hhadowy  prospect 
before  hini-  The  book  would  be  full  of  interest,  if  rfgardLHl  merely 
as  the  one  extant  devotional  production  of  a  man  of  such  command- 
ing genius.  It  is  yet  more  so,  when  considered  as  the  one  insight 
we  possess  into  the  early  religious  character  of  him  whom  the  PajMicy 
hou'iura  as  the  greatest  of  her  chanipioua,  and  the  Itefomiatioa 
dremla  a?  the  moat  formidable  of  her  antagonists. 

As  if  to  diiwppoint  the  expeofjitions  raised  both  by  the  frabjeet 
»nd  the  object  of  the  book,  it  is  neither  pathetic,  nor  imiJasRioned, 
nor  profound,  nor  learned ;  but,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  Inva- 
lubly  dry  and  didactic,  even  when  it  delineates  and  enjoins  the 
highest  raptures  of  devotion.  It  lays  down  rules  for  the  conduct 
of  what  Jt{uu>-un  calls  the  "siege  of  Mansoul,"  in  the  prcci.-io  and 
peremptory  style  in  which  Vnuban  might  have  pi-cscribed  the  plan 
of  an  attack  on  Mentz  or  Conrtray.  A  series  of  operations  is  given 
for  each,  in  onler,  of  the  twenty-tight  day.s  of  devotional  retirement. 
Each  fhiy  hiis  its  preparatory  prayer,  and  eadi  one  prelutJe,  or  more, 
— a  preludo  being  an  oflbrt  of  the  imagination,  fay  which  the  recluse 
is  to  call  up  before  his  mental  sight  llie  jjefHons  or  the  places  with 
which  Ids  thoughts  are  about  to  be  engaged  ;  or,  if  he  is  [ireparing 
to  medital<s  on  things  not  sensuous  (as,  for  examjde,  his  own  ainfid- 
nusfl).  he  ia  to  conceive  of  such  things  in  parable.  Thus,  he  may 
represent  to  himself  his  body  as  a  prison,  and  his  soul  as  a  prisoner  ; 
or  the  world  as  a  desolate  valley  thronged  with  "wilii  beast«,  among 
whom  he  m  condemned  to  wander  as  an  exile. 

After  olfering  the  prayer,  and  portraying  to  Iiimaelf  the  "pre- 
lude" of  the  day,  the  penitent  is  re<iiurbd  to  traverse  a  prescribed 
line  (if  cnntempJatinn,  in  which  a  certain  nnmber  of  indis^wnsable 
Dints  are  marki-d  for  his  guidance.    Tlie  diurnal  course,  lias  usually 

ven  such  stations.  Take  as  a  specimen  the  second  day  of  the 
firat  week.  On  that  day  tho  exercitant  ia  first  to  make  a  gc^neral 
ftarvey  of  his  past  sins  ;  secondly,  to  ponder  over  the  malignity  of 
each  class  of  offouces ;  thinlly.  to  compare  his  own  baseness  uith, 
the  sanctity  of  the  superior  orden^  of  intelligences ;  fourthly,  to  con- 
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trast  thorn  mth  the  moral  attribut4!8  of  Deity ;  fifthly,  to  eonddtf 
(not  without  lirticnlate  excliwnalions)  how  his  stna  are  aggravated 
iiy  the  providential  bounties  and  the  longsuffcring  of  God  ;  sixthly, 
to  offer,  iti  a  divine  coUoq^uy,  vows  of  amendment;  seventhly,  to 
repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

In  tho  same  manner  the  neophyte  haa  to  perform,  thixjiighout  tho 
month,  a  diiily  aeries  of  penitential  or  eucharistic  evolutions ;  not 
aa  his  cvra  heart  or  as  a  higher  influence  niay  dictate,  but  at  the 
word  of  eoicmand  of  hia  General.  For  even  in  tho  cavern  of 
ilann-za,  Ipnatius  was  still  intcmnlly  gazing  on  tho  encampment 
and  siege  of  Pnuipehma.  lu  th«  lowest  dejillis  of  his  ctmlriti<.m  ha 
omld  never  forj^ot  that  he  was  a  soldier.  Althou^rh  ho  had  Hnally 
quitted  the  serviw.  of  Ferdinand  for  tliat  tif  llie  IUHdonna,  visions 
of  mortal  enemies,  of  well-disciplined  followers,  and  nf  frlurious 
victories,  still  continued  to  haunt  his  fancy,  and  to  guide  liis  pen. 
He  crowded  his  pages  with  mililiiry  images  long  after  ho  had  laid 
aside  the  carnal  we^ipons  of  a  merely  secular  warfare. 

Thus,  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  second  week,  the  performer  of 
the  spiritual  exGrcisea  in  to  direct  his  mind's  eye  towards  two  vast 
champaigns.  One  is  near  Jerusalem  ;  whore,  in  a  pleasant  valley, 
the  bolligtin'.nt  lledeeJiier,  nwplendcnt  in  form,  and,  in  aspect,  of 
eurpaesing  loveliness,  erects  His  standard  as  the  chief  conuntmder  of 
all  the  hely  and  the  wise,  and  from  that  noble  army  sends  forth 
det4iclirnenui  of  apostles,  disciples,  it:id  ituniKters  to  rescue  iJie  in- 
habitants of  every'  land  from  ruin,  and  to  improve  and  bless  every 
condition  of  humnn  life.  The  other  plain  is  a  battk-fii'ld  iu  the 
province  of  Babylon ;  whore,  seattid  on  a  liery  throne,  surrounded 
by  ffKtid  vapours,  horrible  in  shape,  and  of  tcrrihc  couutenauce, 
stinds  Lucifer,  the  generalissimo  of  a  malignant  host — inveterate 
adversaries  of  Christ,  and  inexorable  foes  of  the  race  of  Adam,  who, 
traversing  tlie  worhl  [it  the  bidding  of  their  leader,  pru[>Jigide  guilt, 
and  lamentatiftn,  and  woe  in  every  abode  of  man,  and  polluti*  and 
tuidden  every  soul  which  still  retains  any  trace  of  her  divine,  origin. 

Throughout  the  book  Ignatius  prolongs  this  attempt  to  subjugate 
all  the  other  faculties  of  the  mind  to  tho  imagination.  With  tluit 
view  tlie  penitent  is  commanded  to  descend,  like  Dante,  into  the 
infernal  regions,  and  there  to  look  st«adfjistly  on  the  mighty  con- 
ilagration,  and  on  the  bo<Iies  of  living  lire  iu  which  the  wnds  of  the 
wicked  are  pent  up.  lie  is  to  listen  to  their  bowlings  and  blas- 
phemies, lie  is  to  smell  the  smoke,  the  sulphur,  and  the  putres- 
cent odours,  of  the  place  of  torment  lie  is  to  tasto  the  bitter 
t^'nrs  which  are  shed  there ;  and  to  handle  the  undying  wurm  ;  and 
to  fed  the  scorching  of  the  uiextlugui&babld  ilamo.    At  uiothar 
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lime  lie  is  to  visit  the  aTwiIe  to  wliicb  the  Tirj;in  Mother,  when 
wountled  in  her  ovni  bouI,  retired  from  Calvary  ;  and  is  to  examine 
the  plan,  the  chambers,  the  cells,  and  the  omtory  of  her  hum^>Ie 
dwelling.  This  ideal  vision  is  to  tiso  hir;bor  stilL  The  Doity  him- 
aedf  is  to  be  seen  as  actually  present  in  all  the  elements — in  the 
vog^tation  of  plants — In  the  sensation  of  animals — in  tlie  intel- 
ligence of  man.  He  is  to  be  actually  beheld  in  every  creative  and 
conservative  energy,  and  in  everj'  sanotifving  influenM  ;  until  the 
I>iviDe  omniprcspnco  flliall  hRcome,  not  a  more  tnith  abiding  in  the 
reason,  but  an  object  of  dirpLt.  though  spiritual  percoplion. 

CMusely  interwoven  with  these  revelations  of  what  is  to  pass  in 
the  hidden  chanilters  of  imagery,  are  preenptft  of  plain  sound  sense, 
like  so  many  solid  rocks  breakinj;  throu<;h  the  dazzliuj;  unrcalitiea 
of  Uie  Fata  MorpiiiA.  Tliiis  Ignatius  Uviclma,  that  ho  vrho  would 
wisely  choose  his  plan  of  life,  must  determine  with  himself  what 
are  the  gn-at  ends  of  his  existence  ;  so  that  to  those  ends  all  means 
may  bo  subonlinutf^,  iriHtead  of  reiidenng  the  ultimate  dmigu  sub- 
ordinate  to  wlwt  is  merely  instrumentah  He  directs  us  to  suppose 
ourselves,  not  the  persons  by  whom  tiio  choice  of  a  calling  is  to  bo 
mwlf^,  but  the  advisers  of  some  very  dear  friend,  whoso  circnm- 
etance-H  exactly  resemble  our  own  ;  and  ho  bids  ns  to  follow  the  ad- 
Ticff  which  we  should  give  to  that  imaginary  tnenil.  We  an!  taught 
to  SDppo^  the  hour  of  death  actiudly  arrived,  and  are  to  choose  our 
calling,  as  though  in  the  actual  pre^ni-e  of  that  a^vful  antagomst  of 
all  :-M'lMndulgent  sophistry.  And  to  those  who  are  meilitating 
matrimony  are  prescrihefl  a  series  of  judicioiM  reflections  respflcting 
the  kintl  of  ]<oufichfiId  and  estahli-shnipnt  they  ought  to  mainhiiii ; 
respecting  the  right  methods  of  governing  them ;  respecting  the 
auona  of  rendering  their  conversation  and  example  instructiro  to 
their  families ;  und  resjteoting  the  appropriation  of  their  incomts 
bvtweon  the  several  clasBea  of  expentUture,  personal,  domestic,  and 
eleemosynary, 

llf!  must  havo  been  deeply  read  in  tho  nature  of  man,  who  should 
have  jircdicted  such  first-fruita  os  these  from  the  restored  health  of 
the  distract^xl  ■i-iaionary,  who,  in  the  hospital  and  cavern  of  T^fan- 
tvjfii.  and  in  the  lung  delirium  which  followed,  had  alternately 
MJUii'ied  the  basest  strings  of  humility  on  earth,  and  tho  living 
ofaords  which  vilirate  with  sftontaneous  harmnnies  along  the  seventh, 
heavens.  His  plan  of  transmuting  proflij^ates  into  converts  by  a 
ni>-ntiil  process,  of  which,  during  any  one  of  her  evolutions  poimd 
our  planet,  tho  moon  is  to  witness  the  commencement  and  the 
closo,  may  possibly  pass  for  a  plagiarism  from  tho  ai^fulemiea  of 
laputa.     But  Ignatius  Loyola  hud  his  eyes  o^wn,  and  his  attention 
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awake,  even  when  most  absorbpil  in  dreams.  By  force  of  an  in- 
Klinct  with  which  such  mimis  aa  hia  alone  are  gifted,  he  crmld  rival 
the  flhrewd,  the  i»ractical,  and  the  worldly  wi«e,  even  when  alioo- 
doning  himself  to  tlie  current  of  emotions  which  they  are  ulik^  mi- 
ftble  to  comprehend  or  to  endure.  His  mind  lescmhled  the  body 
of  his  great  disciple,  Francis  Xavier  ;  which,  as  he  preached  or  bap- 
tized, rose  nuijfsticiUly  towaiils  the  ftkifw,  while  his  feet  (ihe  jjiouh 
curiosity  of  his  hearers  asceiiiiined  the  fact)  retained  their  finu  hold 
on  the  earth  bplow.  Tlio  ohjor.t  of  tho  Spiritual  Exemws  was  at 
once  to  excite  and  to  control  relij^ious  senj^ihilitiea.  AVhilo  aiming 
to  exalt  the  sold  elx>%'0  terrestrial  objects,  lie  waa  intent  on  dist-n- 
chanting  his  fnHuwerH  of  the  self-decfits  which  iisiially  wait  on  Lhat 
exaltation.  'l1:ough  most  remotfl  fi-om  the  tone  of  feeling  which 
aniinat-ea  t)ift  gay  and  busy  scones  of  life,  tlje  hnuk  everywhere  attests 
the  keen  scrutiny  with  which  he  had  observed  those  wienes,  and 
the  profound  discernment  with  which  he  had  studied  the  actors  in 
them.  To  his  Protestant  readers  the  Evangelical  spirit  of  the  writer 
must  have  been  the  occasion  of  great,  and  perhaps  unwelcome,  sui^ 
prise.  It  wouKl,  iutked,  be  easy  to  extract  from  hia  pages  many 
jirojiotitionB  which  the  S^iiod  of  WestiniiiBter  woulil  havtt  anathe- 
matised ;  but  that  grave  assembly  might  have  drawn  from  them 
much  to  conhrm  tho  chief  article  of  their  own  confessions  and  cate- 
chisms. If  ho  j-ieldeJ  an  idolatrous  homage  to  some  of  the  <lenugod8 
of  Rome,  his  supreme  adoration  was  strictly  reserved  for  Him  to 
whom  alone  adurutiou  is  due.  If  he  a-scribed  to  ritual  expiations  a 
fiilse  and  imaginary  value,  all  his  mighty  powers  were  bowwl  down 
in  a  Butmis*ive  alliance  in  the  Divine  nature,  as  revealed  to  us  under 
the  veil  of  human  infimiity,  and  of  more  than  human  suffering. 
Pliilip  Doddridge,  one  of  those  who  have  breathed  most  freely  on 
earth  the  atmosphere  of  heaven,  producml,  at  tho  distance  of  two 
coiiluries,  a  work  which  tho  Spiritual  Kxercises  uf  Ignatius  Loyola 
might  have  suggested,  and  of  many  parts  of  which  it  might  have 
afforded  the  njodtJ  ;  so  many  are  still  the  jKiints  of  contact  between 
those  who,  ranging  themselves  round  the  great  common  centre  of 
the  faith  of  Christiana,  occupy  the  most  opposite  positions  in  that 
expanded  circ.lc. 

The  nine  years  of  the  life  of  Ignatius  which  immediately  followed 
tho  production  of  lus  book  wore  worn  away  in  pilgrimages,  in  feats 
of  aseeticiduL,  iu  the  working  (as  it  was  believed)  of  miraclee,  and 
in  escapts,  ill  ^^^  miraculous,  from  the  dangers  which  liis  devout 
and  martial  Kpirit  induced  hitn  to  encounter.  It  is  a  flte>pp  path  b}' 
which  the  heroes  of  the  Church  have  scaled  tho  sublime  heights  of 
"  Per/edion ; "  and  his  vows  constrained  him  thus  to  pursue  it. 
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Bat  the  samo  vowb  obligod  him  to  conduct  his  Mlow-pilgrima  from 
the  City  of  Destruction  to  the  Land  of  ISeiilah.  In  prison  and  in 
■hipwreck,  fainting  with  hungnr  or -wasted  with  disfaso,  his  inflexiblo 
spirit  bnxKletl  over  that  brifihtj  though  as  yet  shapeless  vision  ;  until 
at  length  it  aaaunied  a  cohf^rcnt  form  as  ho  knelt  on  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  and  traced  there  the  last  and  Ike  indelible  foot-jirtnt  of  the 
iBoendtDg  B«deemer  of  mankind.  At  that  hallowed  spot  Iiaf!  ended 
the  weary  way  of  Uim  who  had  Iwweil  tlie  lieavtnis,  and  come  do\rn 
to  execute  on  earth  a  mia^on  of  unutterable  love,  and  of  thought- 
aurjiawin^  self-denial.  There  also  was  reTcaled  to  the  prnphetic  eye 
of  the  founder  of  the  Order  of  Jesus  (no  Seer  like  genius  kindled  by 
high  TBsoIvcti  !)  the  long  line  of  misaionaries  who,  animated  by  bid 
example,  and  guided  by  his  ijistructioos,  should  proclaim  that  holy 
oame  &om  the  riiiiuK  to  the  setting  sun.  it  was  indeed  a  futurity 
perceptible  only  to  the  telescopic  eye  of  faith.  At  the  mature  a^e 
of  thirty,  poesessing  no  language  but  his  own,  no  sciennc  but  that 
of  the  camp,  and  no  literature  beyond  the  hioj^phies  of  Saints  and 
I^ladini^  he  became  the  self-*1estined  t«'acher  of  the  future  teachers 
of  the  world.  Hoping  aguinst  hope,  he  relumed  to  Barcelona  ;  and 
there,  as  the  claa»-leUuw  of  little  cliildieu,  couuuenced  the  study  of 
the  linst  ruiiimenta  of  the  Latin  tongue. 

Among  the  estabUghod  facetiae  of  the  fltage,  is  the  distraction  of 
eome  dramatic  Eloisa  att*?mpting  to  conjugate  the  verb  Amo,  under 
the  gui<]ance  of  her  too  attractive  Abolard.  Few  playwrights  pro- 
bably have  been  aware  that  the  jest  had  its  tj-pe,  U"  not  ita  origin, 
in  the  fKrholastic  experience  of  Ignatius  Loyola.  His  advance  in 
the  grammar  vaa  arretted  by  a  malignant  spirit  at  the  same  critical 
point,  ami  in  much  the  same  manner.  Assimiing  the  garb  of  an 
aztgel  of  light,  the  demon  succeeded  in  driving  fmni  his  memory 
the  inflections  of  the  verb,  by  sngge-sting  at  each  some  corresponding 
elevation  of  his  soul  heavenwar>ls.  To  l>affle  bis  insidious  enemy, 
the  harassed  scholar  implored  the  pedagogue  to  make  a  liberal  use 
of  that  discipline,  the  pain  or  the  efficacy  of  which,  who  that  has 
endured  it  can  ever  forget  1  The  exorcism  was  complete.  Anto  be- 
came familiar  to  his  recollection  in  all  her  affectionalo  moods,  and 
in  all  her  ohai^;;eful  tenses.  Then  began  Thomas  a  Kemjii^  to  8]>euk 
to  him  intelligibly  ;  and  then  Erasmus  disclosfti  to  him  treasured  of 
"wisdom  and  of  wit  formerly  burie«.l  in  the  impenetrable  reoesscs  of 
an  unknown  tongue.  Knergy  won  her  accustomed  triumphs  j  and 
in  the  year  1528  bo  entered  the  University  of  Paris  as  a  student  of 
the  Humanities,  and  of  what  was  then  called  Philosophy. 

The  fuurth  uf  the  ten  decades  of  human  life  (those  ten  golden 
j-eaxs  in  which  other  men  achieve,  or  most  strenuously  kbour  for, 
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diaiinrlinii),  vraa  devoted  by  Ignatius  to  tlic  studios  pn-pamlorr  to 
his  pteat  undurtikiug.  At  one  time  he  listened  to  the  prw-doctiong 
of  gmre  profesaois  ]  at  another  he  traversed  i-^ngland  and  tho  Nnther- 
laudti  Hn  a  beggar,  soliciting  the  nii?Aii8  of  8ul>»icitenra.  But,  uliether 
he  sat  at  the  f&bt  of  the  learned,  or  sued  fur  the  alms  of  tho  rich, 
he  "was  still  mntiiring  mem  lofty  ilcsij^iis  than  the  most  ambitious 
monarcli  of  the  liouso  of  Valois,  or  of  Plantagenet,  had  ever  dared 
to  cherish.  At  l*aris  he  at  length  found  tlio  means  of  carrj'ing  into 
effect  the  cherished  piirpoeea  of  ao  uiiiuy  years.  It  waa  the  heroic 
ago  of  ypitin  ;  nml  tliera  was  no  iield  of  mlventnre,  8e<;ular  or  spirit- 
ual, into  whif-li  tho  conntrjnnen  of  Gaaaalvo  and  of  Corte*  feared  to 
follow  any  ailventiiroiis  leader. 

"U'o  have  purtly  seen  how  Ignatina  proposed  to  convert  men  into 
Jesuits  by  a  courae  of  solitary  devotional  exercises ;  and  we  are  not 
vhoily^unable  to  explain  the  method  by  which  he  rendered  his  own 
personal  intercoorae  with  tbem  conducive  to  the  same  end.  On. 
the  contemplative  and  the  timid,  ho  imposed  severe  exercises  of 
active  virtue.  To  the  gay  and  ardent,  he  appealed  in  a  s|>irit  still 
more  buoyant  than  their  own.  He  pn?scntcd  himself  neck  deep  in 
a  pool  of  frozen  water,  to  teach  an  othem'ise  obdtirato  debauchee 
how  to  subdue  tho  appetites  of  the  flesh.  To  a  hard-hearted  priest 
he  made  a  general  confession  of  his  ovnx  sins,  with  mich  agouiea  of 
remoiso  am)  shume,  as  to  break  up,  by  force  of  sympathy,  the  fount- 
ains of  penitence  in  the  bosom  of  the  confessor.  He  engaged  at 
billiards  with  a  joyous  lover  of  tho  game,  on  condition  that  which- 
ever of  the  two  might  be  defeatod  should  servo  his  antagonist  during 
the  following  month  in  whatever  manner  the  conciueror  should  pre- 
scribe ;  and  tho  victorious  saint  consigned  his  adveisary  to  the  per^ 
forraaiicQ  of  the  four  we*ks  of  the  spiritual  Exercises.  He  encour- 
aged and  sharRd  tlio  wildest  ascetic  extravagances  of  his  disciplee. 
liis  coun1if>Dance  was  as  haggard,  his  self-flagellations  as  cruel,  and 
his  conch  and  diet  as  sordid  as  the  rest  When  he  saw  them  faint 
with  the  extremity  of  their  suflerings,  ho  would  assume  the  pro- 
phetical cliarncter,  and  promote,  by  pit-dicting,  their  recovery. 
Kodi'ignoz,  one  of  the  gentlest  and  most  patient  of  them,  fled  for 
lelief  to  a  solitary  hermitage ;  but  found  his  letreat  obstructed  by  a 
man  whom  he  descril>cd  as  of  terrible  aspect  and  gigantic  stature, 
arme^l  with  a  naked  sword,  andbrcatliing  inenaces.  Hosoz,  another 
of  his  followers,  happening  to  die  at  the  moment  when  Ignatius, 
prostrate  before  the  altar,  was  reciting  from  the  Conllteor  the  words 
"  £t  omnibus  Sanctis,"  that  countless  host  was  (as  the  Saint  assured 
the  survivors)  revealed  to  his  eye,  and,  among  them,  resplendent  in 
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IfflT.  app^-anMl  his  ilcccaacd  friend,  to  siifitain  and  aninuito  tho  hopfla 
uf  Lis  still  militant  Li^tliren. 

1'liu.s  making  luiiiseLf  ali  things  to  all  mm,  he  constrained  his  com- 
paninnw  in  study  Ui  liennne  liret  hl^  pupils,  and  thon  liis  asst>ciatets 
in  r^lij^on.  Afany  of  tJitjni,  indeed,  yiehlod  at  once,  and  without  a 
stnigjrlo,  to  tUfl  united  inrtarnr*  of  his  sanctity  anil  hi«  geniiiH ;  and, 
from  these  more  docilo  converts,  ho  sekvitcd  no  loss  than  eight  of 
the  ten  original  members  of  his  inlant  order.  After  performing  the 
initiatory  npiritoal  exercises,  they  all  sworfi,  on  the  ronseemted  Host 
in  the  crypt  of  St  Denys,  to  accompany  their  spiritual  fatlier  on  a 
mission  to  Palestine  ;  or,  if  that  should  be  impnu;ticabJe,  to  t^uhmit 
the-msclves  to  the  Vicar  of  ChrtHt  to  be  disposed  of  ut  his  pli'asure, 

riupctnous  as  had  been  the  tcmp(ir  of  Ignatius  in  early  lifo,  he 
haii  now  Iwrnit  to  be  patiuut  of  the  tai-dy  growth  of  great  designs. 
Leaving  his  disrijiles  to  complete  their  studies  at  Paris,  imiitT  the 
aire  of  Pet«'r  Fidwr,  ho  retnniod  to  Sptiin  to  rocmit  their  mmihiT,  to 
mature  hift  planf,  and  perhaps  to  <'SJ!iii»o  from  a  too  familiar  inter- 
courso  with  his  futuro  Bubjocts.  In  the  winter  of  15^(5,  they  cora- 
meaced  their  pilgrimage  to  the  Eternal  Citj*.  At  Venice  they  wore 
joined  by  Ignatius.  They  who  would  conquer  erow-ns,  whether 
eecolur  or  spiritual,  must  needs  tread  in  slippery  places.  As  he  jour- 
neyed to  Rome,  aneompsnied  by  Laynez,  but  in  adviuico  of  the  reat, 
he  saw  a  vision,  the  account  of  which,  derived  from  his  own  lips,  it 
i»  painful  to  transcribe.  It  eiliibited  that  Being  whom  no  eye  hath 
swn,  and  whom  no  tongue  miiy  lightly  name  ;  and  with  Him  the 
£t*TiLal  8on,  bearing  a  heavy  cro8^  ami  uttering  the  welcome  a^ur- 
ance,  "  I  will  be  pn'pitious  to  you  at  Rome." 

Tliew  pan  be  no  doubt  that  Ignatius  made  this  statement,  and  that 
lie  iiuule  it  with  a  conviction  of  its  truth.  But  they  must  be  in  servi- 
tndo  to  a  party,  and  to  a  name,  who  i-an  ascribe  a  due  reverenct«3  for 
""»t  is  must  high  and  moet  holy,  to  the  mind  which  could  admit 

ih  o  ronvictiou,  and  to  the  tongue  which  could  give  it  utterance. 
Kotwilhtitanding  this  mippost'-l  ilivinci  promise,  Ignntius  fnnnd  it 

easy  ta.sk  t<i  obtain  the  requisite  papal  sanction  for  the  establish- 
ment of  his  Onier.  In  that  age  the  regular  or  monastic  clergy  had 
to  contend  with  on  almost  uriivpwol  unpopularity.  "With  Iho 
bishops  and  secular  priest-*  they  had  long  l>een  waging  a  bitter  war- 
fkre.  Tliey  had  now  to  encounter  tJie  additional  hostility  of  the  wita, 
the  Reformers,  and  the  Vatican  itself.  A  large  share  of  the  disaatera 
un<hT  wbich  the  Church  of  Rome  was  guttering  was  not  nnrenson- 
■bly  attribute<I  to  their  laxity  of  manners  and  dissoluteuesB  of  life. 
To  oppose  his  formidable  antagonists  in  every  part  of  Europe,  the 
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Popo  had  given  his  confidence  and  uncouragement  to  the  Thratiiw, 
and  other  isolated  preachore,  who  wort?  labouring  at  once  W  pwUict 
and  to  purify  tlio  fuld,  by  ditruHiiij,'  aniuuf,'  them  their  owii  dwp  and 
gcnnine  spirit  of  d*?votinn.  At  siir.h  a  moment  it  Rpctned  an  equivo- 
cal or  dangerous  policy  to  eall  another  religious  order  into  existence. 
Both  tlie  new  and  zeulouei  uUiea,  and  tlie  uacient  supporUrj.  uf  the 
Papacy,  might  bo  expected  t<>  reganl  eucb  an  institution  with  extreme 
jealousy  and  diafevour.  Jfcitlier  did  the  morbid  forcsijjht  of  the 
Vatiwjn  fail  to  perceive,  that  the  thief  of  a  aoricty  projected  on  a 
plan  of  such  stupendoufl  magnitude,  might  hecomc  a  dangerous  nrai 
even  to  the  snccessors  of  fcJt  Peter. 

Ignatiuti,  therefore,  consumed  thrw  years  in  unprofitable  suits  fot 
ft  bull  of  incorpomtiou.  He  endenvouped,  by  lavish  proiuisea  ,to  pro- 
pitiate not  mero  mortal  man  only,  hut  the  Deity  hiniselC  He  en- 
gaged to  offer  three  thousand  masses,  if  so  his  prayer  might  be 
granted.  Earth  and  heaven  aeemeil  equally  deof  to  his  oflera,  when 
at  length  ten-or  extracted  from  Paul  the  Third  the  jjonceeaion  which 
no  entnwity  and  no  pniytrs  luul  bet*n  able  to  extort. 

The  Refitriuation  hud  rn>s^4i'd  the  Alps,  and  made  an  alarming 
prngposs  in  the  V(iry  hosnm  of  Italy.  Ferrara  seemed  nhont  to  fall 
away  from  the  C^borch  of  liorae,  as  Germany,  iin^land,  and  Switzer^ 
laucl  had  fallen.  I'ho  dcath-stnigtrle  between  the  contending  powen 
could  no  longer  Iw  avert*?d  or  iinstponecL  llie  Consistory  then 
became  enligh(^n(>d  to  see  the  I>ivine  band  in  a  scheme  wluch  they 
had,  till  then,  reganle^l  as  the  i^uKpieious  device  of  an  ambitious  and 
formidable  man.  They  could  no  longer  refuse  the  gratuitous  and 
devoted  services  of  a  host,  crUnI,  aa  it  might  seem,  into  existenoe, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  defeating  ihfir  hitherto  mviuetble  ene- 
mies— a  host  animated  by  an  cnthui^ia^m  as  ardent  aa  tliat  uf  the 
Ecformere  thoinselves,  informed  by  a  learuifig  not  less  profound  than 
theirs,  and  guided  by  that  aingleneaa  of  will  and  tixedness  of  pur- 
pooe  in  which  Luther  and  hia  aaaociates  wero  so  eminently  defective. 

On  the  2Tth  of  September,  1540,  Paul  the  'l*hini,  therefore, 
affixed  the  papal  seal  to  the  bull  of  '*Kegimini,"  the  Magna 
Charta  of  the  Order  of  Jesus.  Admirable  as  was  the  fgn;»ight 
■which  dictated  this  grant,  it  was  matlc  with  undisguised  reluctance, 
with  painful  misgivings,  and  with  an  anxiety  of  which  the  instru- 
ment itself  affords  the  clearest  evidence.  It  pUcea  in  the  lips  of  tho 
new  society  tho  foUo%nng  cmphatical  profession  of  their  future  sub. 
joction  to  the  power  from  which  they  were  to  derive  their  corporate 
existeQce: — 

*'  Quamvis  Evangelio  dooeamur,  et  fide  orthodoxA  cognoscamui, 
ac  firmit«r  profiteamur,  onmes  Christi  fideles  Pomano  Pontitici  tan- 
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tiuam  capito,  ac  Ji-'su  Chriati  vicario,  6ii1>e8se ;  ad  majorem  tampii 
nostne  sucietatia  humilitatenj,  ac  perfectam  uuiiift  cuju8([ue  raortiii- 
cationem.  et  ToluiiUtum  nostranim  nbnnpationein,  Humtnopeze 
condncen*  judicavimua,  aingiilos  nos,  ultm  illuJ  communo  vinciuhiin, 
Bpcciiili  vote  BbstriDgi,  ita  nt  qujc!f|uid  Homani  Pontifi<!es  pro  tem- 
pore exutantcs  juBSRrint,  quantum  in  nobis  j^ierit  exeqiii  teneamur." 

So  wrote  the  Pope  in  the  person  of  Ms  new  Praetorians.  The 
fimt  care  of  Iijnalius  was  the  ulectiou  of  a  General  uf  thiit  fonuid- 
ahlu  bund.  For  tlmt  purpoee  he  suminonwl  the  chief  Tnemhi^ra  of 
his  comiwny  to  RoniH.  They  all  concwrred  in  choosing  himself.  He 
declint.il  Uie  protIV-rf«i  hononr,  and  waa  a  second  time  nnanimously 
utert^  Apua  he  refTi^ed  to  goveni,  uniees  his  confi'^sor,  to 
vhom,  as  ho  said,  oil  bis  bod  dispositions  were  known,  shoiild 
command  him,  in  iha  ziame  of  Chrisfc,  to  submit  to  the  hard  neces- 
sity. The  couies.«or  accordingly  proiioiinced  that  eolemu  inimiction» 
and  then  Ignatius  Loyola  Asct>udf<l  Ibo  tlirone  ofurhiohho  Wl  been 
so  Ion)(  Uying  the  foundations.  Ifc  will  l>e  credible  that  be  seriously 
eontt^mpUted  tbo  renunciation  of  that  high  rowaid,  wheo  it  shall 
ascertained  that  Julius  twame  Dictator,  Cromwell  Protector, 
1  JNapoIoon  First  C«n«ul,  in  their  own  despite  ;  but  not  till  then. 

"When  tinally  inve*twl  with  sovereignly,  Ignatius  wieUled  the 
sceptre  as  best  becomes  on  absoluto  monarch,  ma^anuuoiisly  and 
with  nnfaltfrin^  decision  ;  reverenced,  but  exciting  no  sprvile  fear  ; 
beloved,  but  pennitling  no  rude  familiarity  ;  declining  no  entcrpriso 
which  high  riariug  might  accomplish,  atlcm  pting  none  which  headlong 
ambition  might  suggest ;  self-multiplicni  in  the  ministers  of  his  will ; 
jielding  to  tbi-m  a  largt'  and  generous  conliJence  ;  trusiing  no  man 
wIlAm  he  hail  not  dM'ply  studied  ;  assigning  to  none  a  provuice  be* 
yood  the  rangA  of  his  capacity. 

Though  nut  in  Ixwks,  yet  in  the  school  of  active,  and  especially 
of  military  life-,  Ignatius  bad  learnt  the  great  secret  of  government, 
ftl  least  of  his  government,  'lliat  secret  is.  that  the  social  a^ections, 
wben  concentrated  within  a  weU-<lf^lined  circle,  possess  an  intensity 
and  an  endurance  unrivalled  by  tliose  pu^iuns  of  wliieli  self  is  tho 
immediate  object.  Ho  ha<l  the  sagacity  to  pert;eive  that  emotions 
lilce  those  with  which  a  Spartan  or  a  .T(!W  had  yearned  over  the  land 
and  tho  inatitutions  of  their  fathew — emotions  stronger  than  appr-tile, 
vanity,  anibiUon,  avarice,  or  di^ath  itself — might  be  l^indled  in  the 
membenof  his  Order,  if  he  could  gniHp  those  mainsprings  uf  human 
actioA  of  which  the  Greek  and  the  Hebrew  legislators  had  obtained 
Um  mastery.     Nor  did  he  make  the  attempt  in  vain. 

He  leginlaled  at  once  in  tlie  spirit  of  his  early  and  of  his  late  pnv 
femaa — m  a  soldier  and  as  a  spiritual  champion  of  the  Chuicli  of 
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Bomo.  Obedience,  prompt,  al>»oIttte,  blind,  and  unliesilaling — t! 
cjipUnal  virtoG  of  both — was  the  basis  of  his  religious  institufi 
Such  submission,  howevfir  arduous  in  appcoranne,  is  in  rfality  the 
least  irksome  of  all  self-sacriliccs.  Tho  mysterious  gift  of  free  will 
is  tho  heavit'st  burthen  of  the  vast  multitude  of  mankind,  ITie  faie 
8ubj«ct«,  and  the  heavenly  appointed  ministers,  of  the  Jewish  theo- 
cracy, took  refugQ  frum  that  sirvire  in  thedi'dpntisui  of  a  uian  whose 
solo  praise  it  was  to  be  taller  by  the  head  and  shoulders  tlian  any  of 
tliom.  In  the  same  spirit  men  everywhere  desire  to  walk  by  sight, 
not  by  faith — to  obey  tho  stem  command  of  a  superior,  if  so  they 
may  be  absolved  fivm  Usli-uing  for  the  still  small  voieo  of  conscience 
— to  bear  the  yoke  of  spiritual  bondage,  if  so  they  may  est-ape  the 
fatigvie  of  study,  th«  labour  of  meditation,  the  pains  of  doubt,  and 
the  anxieties  of  m^'ntal  fiwdom.  Ij^natiua  had  well  observed  this 
piopensity  of  the  hutnnn  licart^  and  he  framed  tho  Jesuit  code  with 
a  uonstant  reference  to  it. 

He  ordained  that  his  Order  should  be  an  elective  absolute  mon* 
archy  for  life.  The  Sovereign,  or  General,  was  to  be  chosen  by  a 
small  aenate  or  ftri3tocKu;y.  lie  was,  of  course,  to  possess  every 
divino  ^^race,  and  e^vry  hiiiiiiin  virUie.  But  he  was  also  tf)  i^>esrea 
middle  age,  good  healthy  good  looks ;  and,  if  to  these  gifts  could 
be  added  former  rank  and  consideration  in  the  world,  bo  much  the 
bettrr. 

Cliriatcndom  was  to  !«  divided  into  provinces,  over  each  of  which 
u  president  or  provincial  was  to  rule.  To  control  the  powt-re  uf  the 
inonarnh,  eaeh  of  the  five  chief  proviiirials  was  to  have  at  Rome  a 
TCprcaeiitative,  called  an  assistftut ;  and  the  five  assistanw  were  to 
form  a  coun^^il,  who  mhonld  at  nnrf  advi-so  tho  general  and  watch 
over  his  conduct.  The  gcncml,  and  each  of  his  provinciabj,  was  lo 
have  attached  to  him  a  functionary  called  a  monitor ;  whose  office 
may  be  best  described  as  being  that  of  an  external  conscience. 

•Such  securities  as  these  were,  however,  totally  inadetiuote  tn 
leetrain  tlie  liigh  prerogatives  of  I>;tiatius  and  his  succc-seors.  The} 
■were  to  inspect  the  secrets  of  the  soul  of  each  member  of  the 
society,  which,  for  that  purpose,  wotc  to  be  disclosed  to  tho  general 
by  the  provincial  in  leltera  written  as  frequently  as  once  a  week. 
All  empiojTiienta  and  thguilif.-*  of  which  any  Jesuit  was  capable, 
were  reserved  for  the  patronage  of  the  general,  and  of  him  alone. 
He  was  to  assign  to  each  member  his  duty  and  his  station.  The 
■whole  property  of  the  Order  was  to  be  at  his  absolute  disposoL 
He  might  alter  the  law,  or,  in  particular  cases,  dispense  with,  tho 
observance  of  it. 

To  the  vows  of  obedience,  poverty,  and  chastity,  common  to  all 


Hb  monastic  orders,  the  pn:iff*<&r:il  Jesuit  was  to  twlil  an  oatli  to  pro- 
c«j1  insUuitly  to  any  part  of  the  -worid  to  whioh  the  Pope  might 
send  him  for  the  ndriincement  of  religion  ;  and  every  Jesuit  waa 
to  biud  himst'lf  Uj  ivjwft  all  w^cular  ur  wfUjsiastica]  dignities, 
except  srnih  a&  th'.'  «t)ciety  it^ell'  might  have  to  bwlow.  But  it  was 
pmrided  that  if  the  Po[iy  shtjuld  cunstrain  any  member  to  accept 
a  bishopric,  ho  would,  in  that  capacity,  givo  heed  to  the  advice  of 
hifl  gcnemL 

None  might  l>e  admitted  into  the  society  willioutBome  rcmarkablo 
eniiownients  of  inN'Ilwt  and  piety,  nor  without  good  health,  an  ogrec- 
ftbh-  pi.T<<n.  uiid  atlmctive  maaDen».  Tiw  novice  was  to  renounce 
to  the  siKicty  all  his  worldly  jxissc-isions.  lie  must  be  exempt  frrim 
all  fett'Cra  of  bctr<)thrapnt,  or  of  any  other  contract  which  might  bring 
him  within  the  reach  of  the  civil  trihiinaLs. 

The  process  of  what  may  be  called  "  breaking  in "  a  young 
Jesuit,  vas  prescribed  with  great  minuteness  and  severity.  The 
olyecta  of  thia  discipline  were  to  subdue  all  habits  of  indolence,  to 
extinguish  every  sentiment  of  aristocratic  rank,  to  eradicate  the  priJo 
of  personal  independence,  to  infuse  into  the  soul  a  spirit  of  instant* 
mutcrapulous,  unhesitating  obedience,  and  to  fasten  on  it  the  con- 
viction that  from  the  lij«  of  the  Suiwrior  were  to  be  galhereil  the 
very  oracles  of  God.  To  accomplish  the-se  ends,  the  appr-intcd 
system  of  education  was  to  Iw  pursue<i  with  >in  intensity  of  pnrpnso 
never  to  bo  rekxed.  The  Superior  was  neTcr  to  shrink  from  the 
infliction  of  any  necessary  or  wholcsomo  pain.  The  Pupil  was  never 
to  decline  to  apply  hlmaelf  to  auy  useful  urt*,  however  mean,  humili- 
or  oll'enaive. 

In  the  ficieneo  of  social  Dynamics  it  is  written,  that  he  is  the  king 
of  men,y«rff  r/m/w,  who,  with  the  sublimest  purposes  and  the  most 
inlioxibie  will,  exacts  the  moet  absolute  submission  and  the  most 
puinfu]  sacrificea.  To  him  are  dmwu  the  feeble-minded  by  tliu  in- 
stinct of  olx-'dience,  the  audacious  hy  the  force  of  sympathy,  the 
torpid  by  the  craving  for  stimulanta,  the  sceptical  by  the  thirst  for 
oertaintiea,  and  the  unoiyiiipied  by  the  desire  to  employ  their  in- 
efltxitial  enerjiiea.  By  thia  title  reigruKl  Lycurgiia  iiud  Mtdiomet 
ovt-r  nalicns,  Zrno  Jn  the  schools,  Bcnedirt  in  the  cloister.  Columbna, 
in  ejcploration,  Cortes  in  the  camp,  and  Ignatius  Loyola  over  the 
host  which,  at  his  summons,  gathered  round  him  to  extond  the 
dominion  of  the  Chuwh  of  Kome  over  the  heretical  and  the  heathen 
nations  of  the  earth. 

It  wan  uith  a  Hulilime  audacity  that  he  demanded  their  obedience. 
It  was  to  be  rendered,  not  merely  in  the  outwani  act,  but  by  the 
oaderstanding  and  the  will     lie  spoke  to  them,  not  with  the 
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liiiiidity  of  afalUblB  toanhor,  but  as  one  invoatpd  with  the  delepaled 
prwrogiitivfcs  of  the  iliviiio  liodoomer  himsell".  "  Non  intwamiiii  in 
pQTSona  Bupcrioris,  hominem  obnoxiiim  erroribua  atque  misL-riis,  sfd 
CkriMxtm  ijwu7n,"  "  yuperioris  voceia  ac  juBsa  non  eecus  ao  Christi 
Tocum  accipile."  '*  Ut  atstuatis  vobidcumquicquiduupuriorpraiicipit 
ijMitm  IJni  pHBceptuin  esse  an  Tohintiit«>iii." 

lie  who  wrote  thus  luul  not  lightly  observed  how  the  spirit  of  man 
cxulta  in  l>i)mbif;(;,  ii'  pL<miitteil  to  bcliuvc  that  the  chain  has  boun 
spoutoDCDUbly  a^emneU. 

Iveither  bad  he  inattenlivi'ly  exammed  the  motiTea  which  will 
floinelimeA  stinmlate  tho  most  subiDiasive  to  wvolt  Hr  gnint*il  to 
his  foIlowL-ra  the  utmost  liberty  iii  outwanl  thiuga,  whioh  cotilJ 
be  rctonciled  with  their  spiritual  S4imtude.  The  enslaved  wml  was 
not  to  b*;  rudely  reminded  of  her  sluvery.  Tliere  was  to  be  no  pceu- 
liar  dresa, — no  routine  of  prayers  and  canticles, — no  preecribed  sys- 
tem (»f  austerities, — itn  mnuiiMtir  (teelu»iniiH. 

Ig:natius  knew  well  how  awlul  is  the  nilglitof  folly  in  aU  gublunarj 
ftflaira.  Therefore  no  frivolous,  tickle,  ttt  feeblc-miudod  provelytO 
was  to  iind  a  place  in  Lis  brotherhood. 

He  must  be  served  by  virgin  minds,  who  could  Iw  rulod  by  pre- 
judices of  his  oivn  engrafting.  Thel^'l'ure  no  ou«  could  be  admiiled 
■who  had  worn,  though  but  for  a  single  day,  the  liabil  of  any  ijllicr 
religions  onler.  m 

t>tcm  initintorj-  discipline  must  probe  the  spiritaof  the  profefiacdH 
far  both  scandal  and  daiifjer  would  attend  the  fnintneBs  of  any  leadnr 
in  the  host.     Gentler  pri.ibations  must  sulHceforcondjutora,  whetlifir 
lay  or  Bpiritual ;  lor  no  host  is  complete  witliout  a  body  of  imjgular 
partisans. 

The  general  himself — the  contro  and  animating  spirit  of  the  whole 
otimpany — he  must  rule  for  life,  bwause  ambition  and  cabal  will  fill 
up  the  intervaU  between  frequent  olections,  and  bt^cause  the  reverence 
duo  to  royalty  is  impaired  by  the  aspect  of  dethroned  sovercigna. 
He  niiut  be  alMolutu,  becaueo  human  authority  can  on  no  other  terms 
cxliibit  itself  as  the  image  of  the  Divine.  He  must  reign  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  in  aolitude,  becauBe  no  government  is  efffa^live  in  which 
imagination  has  not  her  proper  worjii  to  do.  He  must  be  the  ultiuiatti 
depositorj  of  Uie  secrets  of  the  conscience  of  mob  of  his  subjects, 
because  power  can  be  irresistible  only  when  guided  by  unlimit4*d 
knoM'ledge.  iio  subject  of  lint  might  accept  any  dignity,  ecclwias- 
lical  or  civil,  l>eyond  the  precincts  of  the  Oitler.  because  the  general 
himself  miutt  be  supreme  in  rank  aa  in  dominion,  and  must  alone 
pocwfls  the  means  rif  gi-aiifpng  the  ambition,  and  aUncting  to  him- 
Bt3f  the  tLomage,  of  his  dcpcndenta. 
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Antl  the  uUun&te  n^hject  <if  iliis  scliemo  of  gnvomniftnt, — it  ma 
be  vast  enuuj^U  to  expand  the  »»ul  of  the  proselyte  to  a  full  senae  of 
h»T  own  dignity  ;  aud  practical  enough  to  provide  incessant  occapo- 
tion  iur  hiH  timn  luid  tlunighlij ;  hiuI  dilHcult  »iiuugh  to  bring  all  hi« 
powers  into  sti-tinnous  activity  ;  uud  duu^'eroiii)  etiough  to  teach  the 
|«Bon«  of  mutual  dt^pend«.'uoe.  ITiero  must  lUso  be  conflicts  Ibr  Ihe 
bmre,  aud  iutriifuea  Jbr  the  subtle,  and  solitary  labours  for  the 
etadiotu,  and  otHcL^  of  mercy  for  Uto  compassionate.  'Jo  all  nnd  to 
each  niuat  be  otfered  both  a  temiinrul  aud  iin  ettraol  recompense, — 
in  tlii?  life,  the  reward  of  a  comuumion  and  a  8ym]>ftthy  iuten»)  in 
profrt-rtion  to  the  narrowness  of  its  ranj4e,  and  stimiilating  in  pmpop- 
tion  U)  the  mysterious  secrecy  in  which  it  waa  to  be  exorcised ;  in 
the  life  to  come,  felicities  of  which  the  anxious  heart  was  not  per- 
mitted to  doubt :  for  the  promises  of  the  wise,  the  fellowsliip  of  the  j 
holy,  anil  the  asauwinoes  of  men  whose  c^laims  to  the  I)ivine  iavoor  , 
it  would  eeem  to  them  impious  to  qaostion^  formed  the  pro8cnt<j 
earnest  of  that  celostial  inheritance. 

If  there  be  in  any  of  our  universities  a  professor  of  moral  pbilo- 
eophy  initiating  hio  pupik  into  the  science  of  human  nature,  let  him 
study  the  constitutions  of  Ignatius  LoyoIiL     They  were  the  fruit  of 
the  srditarj'  meditation  of  many  years.      His  miiliiigbt  Itinp  throw 
iti$  rays  on  notliini;  but  lii.s  rrueilix,  bis  inanimcript,  liiis  Hiomiis  k 
Kcnipij*  de  Imitatione,  and  the  Mew  TeJrtament.     Any  other  pr»-  , 
eencu  would  have  been  a  profane  intrusion ;  fur  the  work  (so,  at ' 
lea.-*!,  he  believed  aud  tnught)  was  but  a  transcript  of  thoughts  im- 
parti'd  to  hi/^  ili-^ndKHJiKl  sjiirit,  wlieti  in  early  iniuiboi'xi  il,  hfiii  been 
w»u>;lil  up  into  the  seventh  heavena.    As  he  wrote,  a  lunibciit  tUme,  < 
in  Kha|:ie  like  a  tongne  of  lire,  is  anid  to  have  liovored  about  his 
heml  ;  and,  as  may  be  read  in  Ilia  own  hand  in  a  still  extant  jwiper, 
the  houra  of  composition  were  passed  in  tears  of  devotion,  in  holy 
arlnUT,  in  ripture-3,  and  amidst  celestial  apparitions. 

Ignatius  wua  nut  less  itdiuirable  as  an  administrator,  than  as  a 
giver,  of  laws.  Taking  his  own  ininmtaldo  station  at  the  sout  and 
centre  of  spiritual  empire,  he  committed  to  each  of  his  proconsuk 
hia  prn\Tnco,  to  each  of  his  uiinistera  his  function,  and  U*  tho 
hural'lfst  uf  his  agentti  his  task,  according  to  tiie  natural  ur  acijuin-d 
aptitude  of  cacli  for  the  work  assigned  him.  He  was  iiitiniately 
:i  !  with  tlie  effe(;te  on  human  chanicter  of  self-know l«'<Igi> — 

■  lus  activity — and  of  protracted  suffering.     He  therefore 

T-  .ttiLj.'d  hia  diHoiplfiS  to  scrutinise  the  recesses  of  tlieir  own  hearts 
iiiiiil  they  turned  for  relief  from  the  wonders  and  the  shame  within 
t(t  tbe  mysien«e  and  the  glories  of  the  world  of  spiritfl.  He  exerciaed 
them  by  ceaaelflM  empIoyiDcut,  until  tlio  tnuismatAiion  of  meaua 
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into  ends  vos  complete,  and  effort'^,  nt  iirst  the  most  irlsomc.  Iiad 
become  spontaneotia  and  even  grateful  to  them.  Ho  diiM-ipliued 
them  by  every  form  of  priTation  and  self-inflict-eil  pain,  uuril  forti- 
tude, ripening  into  habit,  became  tlio  source  of  delights  which,  how- 
ever incompreliensible  to  the  gclf-inJulgent,  nre  fur  more  reiil  and 
enduring  than  their  own.  He  rendcre<i  them  etoicH,  mysticii,  and 
entbusiaata ;  and  then  cmploywl  them  in  duties  emphatically  prac- 
tical, to  the  purpose,  and  to  ttte  time. 

Ignatius  was  n^tt  merely  a  legisluta;  and  a  statesman,  but,  to  tho 
last  breath  he  drew,  a  soldier  also.  He  was  a  general,  whose 
authority  none  might  question, — a  comrade,  on  whose  eorili-tlity  »U 
might  rely, — a  Icailer,  who  partook  in  every  danger  and  haixlBhip  of 
his  followers, — a  strateigist  uf  consumroatfl  skill  and  of  all-Pinhnu-ing 
8Urvey.  In  his  religioua  campaigns  his  policy  was  always  aggressive. 
However  inatioquate  might  bo  the  force  at  hie  command  for  deicui^ive 
operaliniirt,  he  never  htjsitated  to  weaken  it  by  delaehmenU  on  a 
distant  service,  if  he  could  so  Btrike  terror  into  nearer  fo^ii,  and 
animate  the  eourage  of  irrt-soluto  allies.  Tn  this  spinfc  he  encountcrtil 
Lutheranism  in  Europe  by  addressing  himself  to  the  convendon  to 
the  faith  of  Rome  of  ihu  barhorooa  or  half-ci^*iliM;d  nations  of  tho 
eartk  His  searching  eye  long  acanued  the  chanictere  of  his  lieu- 
teminta  to  discover  wliieh  of  them  was  best  qualified  for  that  diflicult 
and  ha7iirdous  ollice.  £ven  to  liini  it  m-us  not  easy  to  discover  such 
men.  Iliey  must  not  ho  only  superior  to  all  the  allurements  of 
appetite  and  the  common  infirmities  of  our  natare,  but  superior  also 
to  those  temptations  which  beset  inquisitive  minds,  and  men  of  the 
highest  order  of  ability.  His  misaionnries  must  be  prepared  to  do 
and  daro,  but  not  much  disposed  to  spocuhite.  ITiey  must  bum 
Tvith  an  im-xlinguishable  zeal,  but  must  be  insensible  to  the  imjtulse 
for  converting  a  subordinate  into  an  indepenilcut  command.  He 
long  weighed  this  porj^lexing  choice,  and  decided  it  at  lengUi  ^rith 
the  utmost  sagacity  and  success.  It  fell  on  many  who  well  lultiUed 
these  conditions,  but  on  none  in  whom  all  the  n-quisites  combined 
BO  muTvelloualy  as  in  the  young  Sjiauisb  noble  who  had  borne  him- 
self 80  gallantly  in  the  crypt  of  St  T>eny.'>,  and  had  condueted  the 
pilgrimuge  to  Borne  of  the  first  little  company  of  the  proselytes  of 
Ignatius. 

It  was  in  the  year  1505,  that  Francis  Xavier,  the  youngest  child 
of  a  numerous  funiily,  was  bom  in  the  va^ilc  of  his  ancestors,  in  the 
I^rcneea.  Robust  and  active,  of  a  gay  humour  and  anient  spirit, 
the  yoimg  mountaineer  listened  with  n  throbbing  heart  to  tho 
militnry  legends  of  his  house,  and  to  the  hopes  which  spoke  of  days 
to  come  when  his  iUustrioua  lineage  should  derive  new  splendour 


trota  biB  OWD  achievements.  But  the  heart*  of  his  parents  yriarned 
over  Uio  son  of  Iheir  old  ago,  and  the  Dnlhusiuam  which  would  have 
bomn  him  to  the  pursuit  of  glory  in  the  camp,  was  directed  by  tlieir 
ooonaeU  to  the  leea  hiiKHrduus  contfet  for  literary  ominence  at  tho 
University  of  Paris.  From  the  cmhmco  of  Aristotle  and  his  noni- 
xnentators^  he  would,  however,  have  hoeu  premuturcly  witlidrawn 
by  tjie  failure  of  hia  resources  (for  the  lords  of  Xnvier  were  not 
Wf-Althy),  if  a  dompstic  prophetess  (Ma  elder  sister)  had  not  been 
inspired,  to  foretell  his  niar^-ellous  career  aud  immortal  recompense. 
His  fiunily  acknowledged  that  all  pecuniary  saeriJiiws  would  be 
■wisely  made  for  a  child  tle«tuied  to  h:ive  altars  raisfj  to  his  namo 
throughout  tlie  Catholic  Church,  and  ma«8ee  chanted  to  his  honour 
till  lime  should  bo  no  longer.  Ho  was  thus  enabled  to  struggle  on 
at  the  College  of  St  Barbara,  until  he  had  become  qualiiied  to  earn 
his  own  nmintcnanco  as  a  public  teacher  of  philosophy. 

The  chair  of  Xavier  waa  crowded  by  the  studioua,  and  his  society 
courts  by  the  guy,  the  noble,  anil  the  rich.  It  was  courted  also  by 
one  who  stood  aloof  from  the  admiring  ninltitudo — among  them,  but 
not  of  theni.  Sordid  in  dress,  but  of  lofty  bearing  ;  nnimpassioned, 
though  intensely  earnest;  abRtemioofi  in  speech,  yet  uttering  occa- 
■ionally,  in  deep  and  most  melodious  tones,  words  of  atrango  siguili* 
eancis  Ignatius  Loyola  was  graduidly  working  over  tho  mind  of  his 
joong  companion  a  spell  wluch  no  dilVuronce  of  taate,  of  habits,  or 
of  age,  was  of  power  to  repel  Potent  as  it  was,  the  charm  was  long 
iHUtfid.     Hilarity  waa  the  native  element  of  Francis  Xavier,  and 

K grave  monitor  alfonied  him  an  inexhaiiatiblc  theme  of  mirth  and 
lery.  Armed  with  satire,  wliich  was  not  alwaj'a  playful,  the  light 
rt  of  youth  contcDdod  as  best  it  might  against  the  8«-)Iemn  imprcs- 
is  which  he  could  neither  welcome  nor  avoid.  '\Vhether  Xavier 
nged  into  the  amusements  m  wliieh  he  delighted,  or  engaged  in 
tho  diivjiiiHitions  in  which  ho  excelled,  or  traced  the  windings  of  the 
8cine  through  the  forest  wliich  then  lined  ita  Itanks,  Ignatius  was 
still  at  hand,  ready  to  discuss  with  him  the  chai-ius  of  Rociety,  of 
learning,  or  of  nature ;  hut  whatever  had  been  the  subject  of  their 
discooiBC,  it  was  still  closed  by  the  same  awful  inquiry,  "  What  shall 
it  prolit  the  man  il'  he  gain  the  whole  world  aud  lose  his  own  soul  1 " 
The  world  which  Xavier  had  sought  to  gain  waa  already  exhihit- 
ing  to  him  its  accustom&l  treachery.  It  had  given  him  entertain- 
ment and  applause,  but  it  hod  stolen  from  him  first  his  self-control, 
aud  then  his  pupils  and  emoluments.  Ignatius  was  still  at  hand  to 
repHir  his  losses.  Ho  became  the  eulogist  of  tho  genius  and  tho 
olixineDcc  of  his  friend.  He  presented  to  him  the  scholars  attracted 
to  his  chair  by  these  panegyrics.     He  repeated  tbem  in  the  hearing 
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of  th«  delighted  teacher,  but  Uien,  wlien  tiie  kindling  eye  of  Xavier 
attested  tlie  sense  of  conscious  merit  aitd  of  wcU-eatablislied  renown, 
lie  urciulJ  check  tbo  rising  csxultation  by  the  ever-recurriiig  iuquiry, 
**  WTiat  shall  it  7»rofit ! " 

ImprC'viJenee  squainlered  tliese  new  resiourcefl,  bnt  nothing  coold 
damp  tlie  a^al  of  If^natiiis.  llif  re  he  was  ftgaiu,  himself  tlie  poorest 
of  the  jtoor,  yet  ministering  to  the  wniits  of  Xavior  from  a  putM 
filled  hy  the  alma  he  had  solicited ;  but  there  again  was  also  the 
same  unvarying  doinnnd  urged  iu  the  same  rich  though  soleum  car 
deuce,  "  Wiiat  shall  it  pn>at  T' 

In  the  unrt-Iaxin>;  >;rasp  of  the  strong  man^  at  once  foi^given  find 
assisU.n.1,  belovt^l  and  n^biikoil  by  bis  stern  asftociote,  Xnvier  gnidunUy 
yielded  to  the  fascination.  He  became,  like  his  monitor,  iinpnasive, 
at  Ic-apt  in  npjK-jirance,  to  oil  sublunajy  jioina  and  pk'asures,  pcr- 
itirmt'd  the  initiatorj'  rite  ul'  the  spiritual  Kxercisea,  and  joiuwl  %vith 
his  brethren  in  the  vows  of  Myntmartre,  surpasised  them  all  in  the, 
for\'cur  of  bit)  devotion  and  ihe  austerity  of  his  self-di»;ipline,  and, 
in  the  v-inter  of  1S36,  became  the  leader  of  their  march  to  the 
iutemal  City. 

Accomplialied  in  all  courtly  exercises,  he  prei>ared  for  his  joonuj 
by  binding  tight  coris  round  his  anus  and  legs,  in  h^-ily  revenge  fur 
the  pleasure  which  their  pisccfid  agility  had  once  all'orded  hint,  ainl 
80  pursued  his  way  with  Spartan  coustanry,  till  the  corroded  flesh 
closed  obstinately  over  the  ligatures.  Miracle,  the  ever  p-ompt 
handmaid  of  the  energetic  children  of  the  Church  of  lif.mc,  buist 
tlie  IkukU  which  no  suigoon  could  unloose,  antl  her  friendly  presence 
■was  then  atti^stwl  by  the  t^>il8  which  liis  unfutteivd  limbs  iumiediately 
uudui'di  in  the  menial  ecrviee  of  his  feilo^v-traveltei-s. 

At  Venice  they  rejoinod  I^atius,  and  there  employed  themselves 
in  ministering  to  tlie  jiationta  in  the  hoajntala.  Forenio-^^t  in  every 
act  of  intiiipid  self-mortification,  Xavier  signalised  his  zeal  by  ex- 
ploits, the  mere  mention  of  which  the  stomachs  of  our  feebler  genont 
lion  could  not  endure.  AVLilo  thus  courting  all  the  ph^isical  tor- 
tures of  pvu^atory,  his  soul  inhaled  the  "anticipated  delights  of 
Paradise.  These  penances  and  raptures  brought  liiui  twice  to  UiB 
gates  nf  death  ;  and  then,  in  what  he  supposed  to  be  Ids  Ust  ex* 
Iremity.  he  caused  himself  to  be  Ijome  to  platen  of  public  resort,  that 
his  ghastly  aspect  might  teach  the  awful  le&ious  which  his  tongue 
was  no  lou;4er  able  to  pronounce. 

Such  firodigiea,  whether  enacted  by  the  saints  of  Rome  or  by  ilia 
aaints  of  llenares,  exhibit  &  sovereignty  of  the  spiritual  over  the 
animal  nature,  which  can  hardly  bo  contemplatitl  wiTh"Ut  some 
foeliugs  akiu  to  roTex«Do&    Hut,  on  the  whole,  the  hookvd  Koqueer, 
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l^inning  roand  His  gibbet,  irt  the  more  ri'spectnblo  suioide  of  the 
His  Itoma^  i»  at  ieoidt  meet  fur  the  dtiity  lie  wurshipa.  Uut 
that  gracious  lining,  whoso  name  bad  been  assumed  by  Xavier  und 
bia  associatoa,  was  equally  Tio.toriotis  over  the  stoical  illuBiDiis  and 
tliB  lower  desires  of  our  nature.  AVhen  He  made  himself  of  no 
ropntation.  and  took  on  Him  the  form  of  a  ser\*ant.  He  yet  Eought 
repoee  amougHt  the  domestic  cihurities  of  life,  uud  condescended  to 

ce]>t  those  blameless  solaces  vhich  life  lias  to  offer  to  the  weary 

mI  bravy  lodf'n.  No  eerrices  were  erer  offered  to  Him  less  in 
harmony  with  His  aemne  solf-K-verence,  than  the  vehement  emotions, 
the  8C|imIid  tilth,  and  the  lacerated  &ames  of  the  tirst  memburs  of 
the  Society  of  Jeans. 

Whatever  might  Lave  been  the  reward  of  Xariei's  aelf-mortiJi ca- 
tions in  anijUier  life,  his  namn  would  ]>robsbly  have  left  no  trace  in 
thia  world's  records,  had  it  not  )ia]i|ient->d  that  John  HI.  of  Portugal, 
irsoiring  to  plant  the  Christian  faith  in  the  Indian  territories  wluch 
had  become  subject  to  the  dominion  ur  intlueuee  of  his  crown, 
^letitioned  the  Pope  to  soIl-cI  some  tit  leader  of  this  peaceful  crusade. 
Tlie  choice  liret  fell  on  Uobadilla,  who,  however,  was  immediately 
seL7«d  with  a  fever  of  eiich  violi^noe  as  diwjualiliod  him  for  the  enter- 
prise. Then  it  was,  as  we  are  t^yild,  that  Ignatius  was  enlightened 
fn)m  on  high  to  perceive  in  Xavier  the  vessel  of  election.  The  holy 
father  ratitied  the  choice. 

A  happier  selection  could  not  have  been  made  ;  and  never  -was  ft 
summons  to  -toil,  to  suffering,  and  to  death,  so  joyously  recoivcd.  In 
the  visions  of  the  night,  he  had  oi\en  groaned  beneath  the  iiicuiu- 
Iwnt  weight  cf  a  wild  Indian,  of  ebon  hue  and  gigantic  stature, 
seated  on  his  aliouldera.  In  those  dreams  he  had  often  traversed 
tempestnons  seas,  enduring  shipwreck,  famine,  and  persecution,  in 
their  mc^t  ghastly  forms ;  and,  us  each  peril  was  encountered,  his 
panting  soul  had  invokwlyet  moi-eabundanloppC'rtunities  of  making 
sacfa  glorious  sacrifices  for  the  conversion  of  mankijid.  And  now, 
when  the  clearer  sense  and  the  appivtachiiigat^eonipliHlimcutof  tht'se 
dark  intiiimiioiis  were  disclosed  to  him,  pof^ionatti  sobs  attest^l  the 
rapture  which  his  tongue  was  unable  to  ft[H^ak.  He  fell  on  hiH  knees 
beJEOfe  Ignatius,  kissed  the  feet  of  tlie  holy  father,  repaired  his 
tuttecwl  cassock,  and,  with  no  other  provision  than  his  breviary,  left 
Honip  on  the  Ifnh  uf  March,  1540,  for  Ltubou,  his  di^aliued  port  of 
feoibarlcitioQ  for  the  Kaet. 

Light  of  Iteart,  niid  joyfol  in  discourse,  he  travelled  from  Borne 
acpjss  thu  Alps  and  Pyrwnees.  As  he  descended  the  soutlicm  slopes 
of  his  native  mountains,  thfre  rose  Ur  his  sight  the  veni'mble  towers, 
beneath  which  he  had  enjoyed  Ihu  sjHirtti  uf  childhood,  aud  woveu 
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the  daj-dreama  of  youth  ;  vrhcre  still  lived  thu  mother,  wJio»  during 
his  first  eiffhteeu  ycftrs,  had  day  by  day  watched  over  him  uud 
blessed  him,  and  the  saiutly  sister,  whoso  umpired  voice  had  foretold 
Ilia  prescut  high  voaitiou.  J3ut  it  wne  ail  too  high  for  eveu  a 
momentary  iutrusiou  of  the  holiest  of  tlicwe  feelings  which  are  mcrelj 
hiuimn.  He  was  on  his  wuy  with  tidings  of  mercy  to  a  perishing 
■world,  and  had  not  one  hour  to  wasU^,  nor  one  parting  tear  to  beatow, 
on  lluute  whom  he  best  h>vf:d  iind  moat  revered,  &ud  whom,  in  thia 
life,  ho  could  never  hope  tfl  nieot  again.  AVe  ore  not  left  to  con- 
jectuie  ia  wliat  liijht  his  conduct  was  rcganletL  Martin  D' Aypilcueta, 
BumamtKl  thn  Doctor  of  Navarre,  a  grave  and  weU-beneficL-d  di\'in(i 
(a  8hrt:w(l,  thri\ing,  hospitflble,  much-respcctcd  man,  no  anlikcjy 
candidate!  for  the  mitre,  and  a  candidate,  too,  in  his  own  drowsy  way, 
for  aniamii  thine  crowns,  and  celestial  blesscdnt-s*),  was  the  niattmal 
undo  uf  Xavitrr,  and  vety  plausibly  beUeved  his  ueplicw  luad.  He 
fiivoured  hia  enthusiaatii'.  kinsman  ivith  much  judicious  nnnoiiiitnince 
against  his  suicidal  project  Half  sportive,  half  indigniuit,  was 
Xavier's  answer  : — "I  cam  little,  most  ilhifitrious  I)oclor,  for  the 
judgment  of  men,  and  least  of  all  for  tlieii'  judgment,  who  decide 
before  they  hear  and  before  they  understand."  Mad  or  sober,  he 
was  at  least  impelled  by  a  force,  at  the  Hist  shock  uf  which  tho  united 
judicioufiiiesa  and  respect^ibility  of  mankiud  must  needs  fall  to  picoes, 
— the  forro  of  will,  cnncentTattid  on  one  great  end,  and  t-lcvated  abovo 
the  misty  regions  of  doubt  to  that  unclouik'd  &tnKi}>phem,  where 
Faitti,  attended  by  her  sister  Graces,  Hope  and  Courage.  Joy  and 
Fortitude,  converta  the  future  into  the  present,  and  casta  the  brightort 
hues  over  objects  the  moet  repulsive  to  sense,  and  the  most  painful 
to  our  feeble  nature. 

Ae  the  vessel  in  wliicb  Xavier  embarked  for  India  fell  down  the 
Tagus,  and  shook  out  her  reefs  to  the  wind,  many  an  eye  was  <lini^^ 
with  unwonted  tears,  for  she  bore  a  regiment  of  a  thousand  men  ld^| 
reinforee  the  garrison  of  Goa  ;  nor  could  the  bravest  of  that  gailadV 
host  gaze  on  the  receding  land  without  foreboding  that  he  might 
never  sec  again  those  dark  chestnut  forests  and  rich  orange  gi'oves, 
with  tlie  peaceful  convents  and  the  Inug-lovcd  homes  reposing  in 
their  bosom.     The  countenance  of  Xavier  alone  beamed  with  delight. 
He  know  that  he  should  never  tread  his  native  mountains  more ; 
but  he  felt  that  he  was  not  an  exile.     He  was  to  depend  for  food 
and  raiment  on  the  boimty  of  his  fellow-passengers ;  but  no  thuuj^ht 
for  the  morrow  troubled  him.     He  was  going  to  convert  nations  of 
which  he  knew  neither  the  language  nor  even  the  names  ;  but  liis 
8oul  was  oppressed  with  no  misgivings.     Worn  by  incessant  sickness, 
with  the  refuse  food  of  the  lowest  seamen  for  his  diet,  and  the  curd* 
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aRO  of  the  ship  for  his  couch,  ho  rendered  to  the  di?oasod  sprvicea  too 
TTVolting  to  l>i  dfscribtMl,  and  lived  among  the  dying  and  thu  pm- 
Ili^iit'--,  the  unwt'ariwl  minister  of  contKilation  ami  of  pwico.  In  th« 
midst  of  Uiat  floating  throng  he  knew  both  how  to  create  for  himst'lf 
a  sai-rwl  solitude,  and  how  to  mix  in  all  tli&ir  pursuits  in  the  free 
epiht  of  a  niun  of  the  world,  a  gDntlantanf  and  a  scholar.  "With  the 
Ticcroy  and  liifi  oihccra,  ho  talked  as  plcasctl  them  best,  of  war  or 
tnule,  of  politics  or  imvigatioa.  To  reetraiu  the  (.'omrann  KoMiera 
&oni  gambhng,  he  invontLtl  for  their  amusement  less  dangorous  pas- 
tini'--!?,  ur  even  Imld  the  8tiik(a  fi)r  whi<!h  they  phiyt-il,  that,  by  his 
pr<'>*'nne  and  his  gay  discourse,  he  might  at  least  i:heck  the  uxeefts^s 
which  hi?  could  not  entirely  prevent. 

Five  weary  months  (weary  to  all  but  him)  fraught  the  ship  to 
MozAmbi'juc,  where  an  endemic  fever  tlireuteiied  a  premature  grave 
to  the  apostle  uf  tlie  Tnilics.  But  liiH  wa?  not  a  spirit  to  bo 
ipiKiu-heil  or  iiibiyed  by  the  tierceat  pfiroxvsnia  of  diiwffiflfl.  At  f-ar-li 
reiuijwion  of  liii*  malady  he  crawled  to  the  beds  of  bis  fellow-suf- 
ftrora  to  Boothe  their  terrors,  or  awnage  their  pains.  Just  tliirtcen 
^  jnoDihs  after  his  departure  from  Lisbon,  he  Tcuched  Goa  ;  the  most 
^b^retched  of  mankind  to  tlie  eye*  of  any  casual  obserrer,  but,  in  the 
'^^ntci^m  of  his  shipmates,  the  happiest  and  the  most  holy. 

Ai  Goa  Xavier  was  shccked,  an<l,  had  he  been  susceptible  of  fear, 
would  have  boon  dianmyetl,  by  tbe  almost  nnivental  ileprnvity  of 
the  inhabitants.  It  exhibited  itself  in  those  revolting  forms  which 
chamctoriea  tho  crimes  of  civilised  men,  when  settled  among  a 
feebler  race,  anil  released  from  the  reatrainta  and  conventional  de- 
oeocies  of  cinlisation.  Swinging  a  huge  bell  in  his  hand,  Xavier 
paned  along  tlio  streets  of  the  city,  imploring  the  astonished  crowd 
lo  BCTid  their  chiMnm  to  him  {*?  be  instnict^'d  in  the  religion  which 
th^y  continued  at  least  to  profess.  Though  be  had  never  been  ad- 
dnwed  by  the  soul-stirring  name  of  fatber,  he  knew  that  there  is 
OIM  chord  which  never  can  tvo  wholly  out  of  tune  in  the  hardest 
And  the  most  dissoluto  heart  whioh  bos  onc^e  felt  tho  parental  in- 
aitnct.  A  crowd  of  little  ones  were  quickly  placed  under  his  charga 
H«  lived  among  them,  at  once  the  most  laborious  of  l4.>acher8  and 
th«  genthrst  and  gayest  of  friends  ;  and  tbon  returned  them  to  their 
homefl,  that,  by  their  example,  they  might  there  impart,  with  the 
naoDOBoious  eloquence  of  hlial  love,  the  lessons  of  ^villdom  and  of 
pktty  which  ikey  hatl  be«D  taught. 

No  cry  of  human  misery  re!u;h&d  him  in  vain.  He  took  up  bia 
aibodu  in  the  hospitals  ;  selecting  tbat  of  tho  leprcuis  as  the  objetit 
of  his  peculiar  care.  Even  in  tbe  haunta  of  debauchery,  and  at 
the  tables  of  the  profligate,  ho  was  to  he  seen  an  honoured  and  a 
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TVRlcorao  finest.  Ho  deltgbted  that  most  nnmeot  audience  vnth  tl 
vivacity  of  his  diacoureo ;  and  spared  neither  pungent  josts  to  rea 
der  vide  riiliculoug.  nor  sportive  flatteries  to  allure  the  fallen 
to  the  paths  of  Bohpriioss  and  virtue.  Tliese  were  hazards  not 
hu  incurreil,  even  by  Francis  Xavier,  with  impunity.  Suspicio 
and  leproocH  followed,  and  still  pursue,  these  deviations  from  tl 
highways  of  Christian  inBtniction  ;  nor  wouU  it  perhaps  be  pOBsible 
tti  raaka  a  suciienafiil  defence  of  lUl  the  freedoms  mtu  whioh  liia 
ardent  zeal  occasionally  urj^'sd  him.  But  strong  in  purity  of  pur- 
pow,  and  stmn^jvr  still  in  one  sfti'.ri'd  roniombranco,  ho  was  t-onUjnt 
to  bo  called  "the  friend  of  publicans  and  sinners."  He  Imd  long 
BJnco  deserted  ilie  atandnnl  of  rrudenco,  tho  offsprinR  of  Fore- 
thought, for  the  banners  of  Wisdom,  the  child  of  Love,  and  followed 
them  throuj^h  perils  not  to  be  braved  with  impunity  under  any  len 
triumphant  Irailors. 

Ruj^i^t'd  wore  the  ways  along  which  ho  was  thus  conductwl.  In 
those  limc^  as  in  our  own,  there  wa*  a  pearl  fishery  on  the  weatem 
shores  of  the  Strait  of  Manaar,  and  then,  aa  now,  the  pearl  divers 
formed  a  separate  and  a  degraded  cnsic  It  was  not  till  after  a  resi- 
dence of  many  months  at  Uoa  that  Xavier  heard  of  these  [wople. 
He  heard  that  they  were  ignorant  and  miserable,  and  ho  inquirvil 
no  farther.  f)n  that  burning  shore  his  bell  once  more  rang  out  an 
Invitation  of  mercy,  and  astain  were  gathered  around  him  troops 
inq^uisitive  and  docile  chiMren.  He  lived  lung  among  these  obje 
iisheTiaen  ;  his  only  food  their  rice  and  water,  their  huta  his  on 
shelter,  and  a  sleep  of  thrt'C  hours  during  the  four  and  twenty  tl 
mensiire  of  his  rcposo.  He  l»eram''  at  once  their  physician, 
arbiter  in  tlicir  disputes,  and  their  advocate  with  the  Governor 
Gott  for  the  remission  of  their  annual  tribute. 

He  beC4ime  also  their  teacher  in  the  d<jotrine8  and  precepts 
Christianity.      Destitute  as  ho  wa?,  al  tirst,  of  any  ocquaintfl 
with  thiiir  language,  the  uoderiaking  wcuUl  have  daunted  luiy  spir 
laaa  ardent  than  his ;  and  it  is,  indeed,  to  thia  day,  disputed, 
tweon  tho  members  of  his  Onlcr  and  their  antagonists,  whether  ] 
acquitt(*<l  himself  of  it  in  anything  more  than  outward  sombli 
and  unmenntug  fonn. 

ApNTien  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Comorin  were  delivered  by 
Portuguese  from  their  Mahomodan  invaders,  they  did  hontagc 
their  new  masters  by  submitting  their  pereonB  to  tho  Ixiptisr 
oblntinn.  though  their  minil.i  rnmainrtl  as  dark  as  bofnm,  and  the 
coiirae  of  life  not  less  licentious.     To  these  Varavas  (so  they  we 
called)   Xavier  proceeded! ;  tiking  with  him  two  interpreters,  afj 
pointed  to  that  Bervice  by  the  Bi^op  of  Goo.     in  a  letter  to 
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brethren  of  the  Swiety  of  Ji>siw.  ilatod  in  Janaarr,  1544,  ho  thus 
dmeribefl  his  mothod  of  introdui^iitg  these  people  to  tho  knuwlodgo 
of  the  Christian  faith  : — 

Uavu)^  carefully  BelecteU  some  of  the  more  intelligeut  of  their 
nnmber,  niul  t>»i{>ecinHy  such  of  them  as  could  converw  both  in  ths 
Spaniah  iin«l  the  A[nlub(ir  tDn>^e8,  he  lahonoufJy  accomphshed,  by 
their  aid,  tramhitioim  of  tho  CateohiAm.  of  the  Apogtlee'  Creed,  of 
the  Ten  Commandments,  of  the  LonlV  Pmycr,  and  of  some  of  the 
devotion.-Ll  officea  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  After  committing  these 
Tersioud  to  his  own  memor>\  he  uudertook  a  circuit  through  the 
country  ;  euroniouiny  the  natives  tn  gather  round  him  at  each  town 
and  vilhtge  by  the  Mund  of  hi«  bell,  which  he  rang  oqI  oil  his  or- 
firal  thcri'.  To  thr«o  oswmblnges  ho  recited  bin  formnlariofi,  reput- 
ing lliem  again  and  again,  nntil  they  had  lenrat  them  hy  heart.  The 
(^dren,  as  u«ual.  proved  the  aptest  scholars ;  and  when  they  vera 
perfect  in  their  UHk^  he  despatched  them  to  teanh  vhat  they  bad 
thoB  ftcqnired,  to  their  parentis  atid  neighbours. 

On  every  Sunday  ho  priacheil  on  the  text  thus  impressed  before- 
hand i>n  the  minds  of  bis  hwirere ;  employing,  of  conraa,  at  lirat, 
the  inter>*ention  of  hie  interpreteis.  These  sermons  opone<I  with 
a  comment  on  the  Creed  ;  to  eju'h  article  of  which  his  hearers.  «md 
wpeciaJly  the  candidates  for  baptism,  gave  tlieir  audible  assent. 
The  Commandments  were  then  repeated  and  explained  ;  each  Com- 
muidment  being  sncoeeded  by  a  prayer  (in  which  the  whole  as- 
serably  joined)  for  grace  to  observe  it.  The  Lord's  Prayer  followed  ; 
tnd  the  s«rifw  of  con)^gati<  1001  offices  was  closed  by  Xavier's  re- 
citing, in  the  tankage  of  his  hearers,  an  epitome  of  the  Christian 
fikiUi,  and  an  exhortation  to  lead  a  Chriatian  Ufa  Then  came  the 
baptism  of  the  catechamena ;  aller  which  the  assembly  was  dis- 
missed. 

In  BTory  heathen  land  which  he  subsequently  risited,  Xavier 
s^  the  same  metho<l  of  propAgating  the  faith.     A  most  inef- 

tiuU.  method,  in  the  judgment  of  his  Protostaiit  cenHOiv.     They 

Ave  DO  respect  or  forgiveness  for  Iiia  barbarous  transbitions  into 

Wbubuoas  tongues,  of  formularies  and  (tymbols  which  the  most 

ifonnd  scholars  have  but  imperfectly  succeeded  in  transfusing 
ato  the  mfj«t  (mlished  dialects  of  modeni  Europa  They  timl  much 
oocaaion  for  mirth  in  the  grotesque  accents  in  which  the  missicmary's 
Qopnictised  tongue  must  liave  preached  in  a  foreign  idiom,  and  in 
the  djtrkneBa  in  which  an  imptomptu  interpretation  must  have  in- 
volved his  sermons.  To  inject  into  uncultivated  minds  thoughts 
BO  remote  from  their  antecedent  knowledge  and  conceptions,  is  pro- 
ooooeml  ft  desperate  enterprise ;  and  it  is  not  without  a  compas- 
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eionato  smile  that  these  crittea  rofer  to  the  prejudice  which  haa 
ventured  to  claim  the  rcvcrenco  of  manJdnd  for  such  delirious  zuU, 
and  80  much  impotwat  houevolence. 

If  this  jiulj^TiK'nt  bo  just,  it  must  at  least  he  acknowledged  to  be 
A  notable  and  curious  wrouirence,  that  such  a  man  as  Trancis 
Xavier  first  ahandoned  himself  to  a  life  of  rcUfjious  cxtrnTaganco, 
(lud  thcu  hccamo  the  unconscious  chronicler  of  his  own  folly.  He 
who  had  tuu^'lit  tlie  learning  of  his  limes  with  high  applaosa  at 
Paris,  was  certainly  no  pratioj?  sciolist  The  friend  and  chosen 
coaipanioii  of  TgnatiuR  Loyola  tiwl  of  Tago  lAyuez,  could  not  !« 
destitute  of  that  wisdom  which  is  to  he  gained  hy  converse  with 
the  wise.  Ue  who  had  adsociated  with  every  class  of  society,  from 
the  hospital  to  the  throne,  could  not  he  unprovided  with  tlie 
knowledj^e  which  the  world  has  to  impart.  The  author  of  such 
inisainunry  journals  aa  his  could  not  hv:  wiiuting  in-cli-ar  p:iod  sense  : 
for  in  that  resjtect  ihey  may  well  challenfje  comparison  \rith  the 
heat  peribrmances  of  the  moat  sober-minded  of  those  who,  in  our 
owu  days*,  have  described  their  own  labours  in  the  same  held.  Nor 
could  Xavier  have  been  betrayed,  as  so  mauy  are  betraye<l,  into 
fooIishiK'ss  hy  knavery  ;  for  the  moat  jwilons  eyca  have  searched  hia 
reports  and  letters  in  vain  for  one  wilful  deviation  from  tnith,  or 
for  80  much  as  a  solitury  proof  that  ho  was  actuated  hy  any  in- 
direct or  sinister  designs.  Strange  then  ia  it^  if  such  a  man  drew 
a  eolf-portrailure,  full  uf  glaring  absimJity,  without  perceiving  it. 

It  ia  not  improbablo  that  t}iese  or  some  similtir  censures  may 
have  reached  his  own  ears.  The  sleek,  worldly-wise  traders  of 
Goa,  can  scarcely  have  failed  to  anticipate  them ;  and  as  in  that 
case  the  despised  herald  of  the  Gospel  am  har<.Uy  have  held  his 
peace,  we  may,  with  irume  plvusihility,  suppose  him  to  have  mmle 
to  the  ftcomers  some  such  answer  as  the  following : — 

*'  However  feeble  may  be  the  means  hy  which  I  endeavour  to 
bring  the  natives  of  India  into  the  fold  of  (.'hrist,  they  are  at  IdftSt 
the  best  means  at  my  command  ;  and  woe  unto  me  if  I  preach  not 
the  Gospel !  They  arc  also  the  only  moans  at  present  taken  by  any 
one  who  calls  himself  a  Chriarian,  to  atone  for  the  wrongs  inflicted 
on  them  by  their  Christian  rulers.  If  the  contumelies  cost  on  my 
teaching  rcached  me  only,  they  would  he  insignificant;  hnt  let  it 
be  well  considered  whether  Ihpy  will  not  glance  a<<ide  from  me,  and 
strike  Bi^iinst  niiuistratiuiis  incomparably  higher  and  holier  than 
mine.  When  in  one  day  Peter  cjiUed  throe  thousaml  converts  out 
of  the  world — when  Philip  admitted  the  Ethiopian  into  the  Church 
— or  when  Paul  acknowledged  the  gaoler  of  Philippi  as  a  brother 
in  Cbrjjtt — neither  Peter,  nor  Philip,  nor  Paul  had  imported  to 
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__  .  iny  instruction  beyond  the  iiret  and  elementary 
"of  iSe  feit^  WhcD  the  same  great  Apostle  of  the  Geatile« 
wrot«  his  pastoral  l6tt«r8  to  the  Greeks,  he  employed  what  to  them, 
must  have  appeared  an  uncouth  and  barbarous  dialect  \Vlicn.  he 
i)p>kc  to  the  Corinthians,  it  waa  not  with  excclleMcy  of  speech,  but 
in  the  foolishness  of  preaching.  When  otlicrs  addressed  lliem  in 
unknown  tongues,  Paul  did  not  command  that  the  stronger  should 
be  ailenced,  but  that  his  discourse  should  be  interpreted.  Whea 
He  who  spoke  as  never  man  spake,  condescended  to  appear  on  our 
earth,  Hi«  niightie-st  eloquence — that  by  which  Ho  moved,  sub- 
dut>il,  and  penetraterl  the  heart — was  the  elorjuenee,  not  of  speech, 
but  of  a  life  of  which  each  painful  step  was  tiikon  at  the  bidding  of 
Jove,  and  under  the  guidance  of  wisdom.  Mq  it  then  the  care  of 
myself  and  of  my  fellow-labourera  to  tread,  however  feebly,  and  at 
however  great  a  distance,  in  the  footsteps  of  our  adorable  Master. 
Let  us  humbly  endeavour  to  evangelise  these  outcasts  of  the  human 
family  chiefly  by  our  loving-kind uees,  our  svlf-denial,  and  our 
personal  aanctity.  But  with  our  words  also,  though  spckcn  with  a 
fitamraering  tonEfue,  and  through  an  imperfect  medium,  we  will 
endeavour  to  make  known  to  them  the  commands  delivorcd  by  God 
himiieLf  on  Sinai,  the  prayer  dictated  by  Christ  liimself  to  His 
discijiles,  and  the  (MLrliest  confession  of  the  fa.ith  tninsmitted  to  na 
by  His  Church.  The  truths  wo  thus  speak  may  indeed  appear  to 
the  natural  man  to  he  foolishness,  but  by  the  spiritual  man  they 
may  be  spiritually  discerned ;  for  there  are  truths  which,  though 
nuui'a  wi^om  tench  them  not,  are  yet  effectually  taught  by  Huu 
without  whose  present  aid  all  teaching  is  vain,  and  all  wisdom  ia 
folly." 

It  is  not  a  merely  gratuitous  con^jecture  that  such  would  hare 
been  the  substiuicc  of  Xavier's  apology.  It  ia  the  burthen  of  hi^ 
Jettera,  that  the  living  exhibition  of  the  Christian  charactiT  is  the 
first  great  insLrunient  of  Christian  ajntpiests  over  idolatiy  ;  and  tliat 
the  iQculcatiim  nf  tdementary  truth  is  the  second.  But  while  he  is 
thus  ever  mindful  of  lus  own  lespousibilily  fur  the  souls  of  tlie 
heathen  of  his  own  times,  he  presses  with  even  painful  importunity 
on  his  correspondents,  the  importance  of  providing  for  a  Bncceasion 
to  himself  of  missionaritw  rminont  for  hnlincjw  and  for  Icjiruiug ; 
and,  amidst  all  his  fatigues  and  anxieties,  his  eye  is  ever  tixe<l  upon 
the  proHpocts  opened  by  the  college  which  he  had  established  at 
Goa,  for  training  up  natives  of  Ind^  as  the  future  teachers  of  Uieir 
coontryniAn. 

It  is,  indeofi,  tnin  (though  the  truth  be  uttered  in  the  contempt- 
uous tone  best  colcolated  to  provoke  contradiction),  that  a  Chris- 
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tianity,  nominal,  furmal,  ami  extemtil.  vran,  afl«>r  all,  the  best  fniik 
trt  be  gathered,  or  to  be  rationally  ex.pftt;ted,  from  tJie  rude  efforu 
of  XaTier  for  tlie  convereion  of  the  Pararas.  But  where  u  thut 
country,  and  what  is  that  time,  in  which  Cbristijuuty  has  befoi  more 
tbau  tills  amungst  the  great  multitude  of  those  who  have  called  and 
professed  theniBelves  Chnstiausl  'ilie  travullors  in  the  diutow  path, 
who  are  guided  by  her  vital  flpirit,  h:ive  evur  bwr»  tho  "  choseo 
few,"  The  travelli-^ra  olong  the  bmad  way,  wearing  her  ext^'rior  and 
Tisiblft  Vfldgf^s,  have  ever  hoim  tho  "  many  callod."  And  yet  be  who 
bhould  induce  any  heathen  people  to  adopt  thu  mere  ceremonial  of 
the  ('hurch.  to  celebrate  her  ritual,  and  to  recognise,  though  bat  in 
words,  the  authority  of  her  iJiviue  Hetid,  woidd  confer  on  them  a 
blessing  exceeding  nil  which  mere  hunian  philanthropy  has  ever 
arcnnjplifiii(.'d  or  designed.  For  Huch  is  the  vivifying  intluence  of 
the  spirit  of  ths  Gospf'l,  that  it  can  never  long  be  othenriac*  Ihac 
proUhc  of  the  highest  tenipomt  benefits  to  all,  luid  of  the  liighfHt 
spiiitual  Iteuetitd  to  some,  lu  every  land  which  ackuowledgiM  it  m  a 
ride  of  life  and  receives  it  os  q  system  of  worship.  If  Xavier  bad 
succeeded  so  far  only  as  to  ditfufju  tlu-ough  the  East  that  kind  and 
that  degrt'e  of  CbriBtianity  which  at  this  day  exist*  nniougHt  tho 
formalUts  of  Euro|>e,  s\Kh  a  suece^i  would  almost  juatiiy  the  papal 
ap<itheosis  which  has  o-s-Mgiicii  to  liim  a  throne  in  heaven  and  a 
perennial  homage  on  earth. 

It  Ia  unt  without  exultation,  or  indco<l  without  truth,  that  we  are 
reminded  tluit  even  to  this  extent  Xavier  did  not  eventunUy  sno- 
06e«i  The  triumph  over  his  fHilu^'  woul-l  Ijo  nbatod  if  due  attention 
were  given  to  the  CiHisea  of  it.  His  mantle  never  fell  on  any  of  hia 
successors.  Uis  place  was  taken  by  men  nf  worldly  minds  and  of 
worldly  jwlicy.  They  recited  hie  formularies,  but  did  not  imitate 
his  holinosa,  and  found  (as  hnw  cnuM  tliey  but  lindl)  tlut  with  tho 
spirit  of  hia  apostolate  the  power  of  it  htul  dejMrtM.  Ere  lung  the 
l*ortuguese  were  expelled  from  India,  'lliey  had  conquered  there, 
but  hod  not  ooloujjukl ;  and  in  these  later  agee  colonixation  has  been 
the  habitual,  perhaps  the  indispensable,  furenmner  of  tho  Goepel 
among  borbannis  or  lialf-civiliw^il  triljes.  When  Christianity  bfr 
oomos  the  lelij^oii  of  the  lnglic.'>t  caste,  &a  in  the  transatlantic  con- 
tioente  and  colonies,  in  AVe<;tcm  and  in  8oiithem  Africa,  and  in  the 
great  Austrahan  islands,  converts  tii-im  liimthenism  ore  to  be  counted 
by  millions.  For  idolatr}*,  being  n<it  a  principle,  but  a  mere  habit, 
hoa  ever  fallen,  and  will  ever  fall  down  in  the  presence  of  Tnith, 
vhon  Truth  presents  herwlf  sustained  by  jwwer  and  arrayed  in 
dignity.  We  shall  Christianise  India  in  proportion  as  we  Anglicise 
her.     If  in  Xavier's  days  England  had  been  sovereign  of  tho  East^ 
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that  rpnovnitng  process  would  ere  now  have  been  complete ;  and  by 
this  time  Brahma  and  Vceahnu  would  have  retired  in  the  pcniusuJii 
into  the  same  position  which  Odiu  and  Wudeii  are  now  occupying 
in  Scandinavia. 

Donbtloas  tb«  snponilitiona  with  winch  tlio  creed  of  the  Clmreli 
of  Rome  has  disFi^nired  the  Gospel,  cnntrilnitod  larf^ely  to  prevent 
or  to  impair  Xavieya  success.  Yet  if  they  who  foUowed  him  hod 
been  men  of  a  like  »pint  with  hia,  as  well  as  of  the  rame  creeds  and 
if  hia  nation  IkhI  ivtaiiied  ami  colonized  her  ABl&tic  dominion,  tlmt 
whi*;h  hiis  liapiM-ned  in  tlic  tmnsatlantic  conquests  of  the  great 
iComan  Catholic  p>wers,  would  al:iO  have  happened  In  the  Kai^tem 
empire  of  the  House  of  Braganza  ;  and  India  would  at  present  be 
overspread  with  Christian  churches,  acknowledging  the  Pope  as 
their  supreme  earthly  head,  and  revering  Francia  Xaviei  as  their 
great  spirituid  progenitor. 

Uetween  the  eulogists  and  the  censors  of  Xavier  it  is  still  further  * 
debated  whether  the  ultimalo  ill-succoss  of  Ids  missiona  ia  or  is  not 
to  be  ascribed  to  his  ignorance  of  tlie  languages  of  India.  His 
friends  maintain  that  the  miraculous  gift  of  tongues  fell  upon  him 
wliile  residing  near  Cape  Coniorin.  His  opponents  deny  that  he 
ever  acquired  the  vernacular  speecli  of  that  country  at  all.  The  real 
difficult/  is  to  determine  which  of  them  two  opinions  ia  the  more 
nt.  Hia  imputed  ignorance  of  the  native  tongue  of  those 
whom  he  bo  long  lived,  and  tor  whom  he  laboured  with 

cfa  fervent  zeaU  is  hardly  leed  incredible  than  the  supposed  mini-  \ 

Jouft  intervention  to  impart  it  to  him.  If,  at  the  end  of  severoi 
years,  he  had  not  acquired  the  power  of  conversing  intelligibly  with 
:  followers,  the  idlest  lad  from  the  Eaat  India  College  at  llayley- 
f,  now  stationed  in  those  regions,  may  boast  of  an  energj-  and 
talents  surpassing  those  of  Francia  Xavier ;  and  he  who  was  at 
once  a  Spaniah  Cavalier  and  a  devoted  missionary,  must  have  deliber- 
ately and  repeatedly  suggested  in  his  letters  falsehoods  enough  to 
rack  the  conscience  of  a  Cliristiiin  wLth  remorse,  and  to  crimson  the 
cheek  of  a  gentleman  with  self-reproach.  The  fact  seems  to  be  that 
Xavier  was  at  host  but  a  niodi^ratc  linguist,  and  that  ho  never 
acquired  the  perfect  command  of  any  language  except  Ida  own.  At 
the  commencement  of  each  of  his  successive  missions  he  acknow- 
ledges and  bewails  his  inability  to  make  any  colluquial  use  of  tlie 
toBguae  spoken  by  the  people  amongst  whom  he  hiul  arrived.  Yet, 
fnxn  the  cummenccment  of  each,  he  recited  to  wondering  crovdaj 
mieh  translations  as  he  could  obtain  of  the  creeds  and  forraulariu 
of  the  faith  ;  aiding  the  df  fect'i  of  his  discourse  by  tones  and  gci^tures 
rhich  spoke  to  the  inu^nation  and  to  the  hearts  of  his  huaivra. 

9* 
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Ere  long,  however,  he  seems  to  have  learnt  to  convcree,  to  aigne, 
and  to  preach  among  every  now  Rssemblage  of  hia  Amtic  diaciplee 
at  least  intolligibly,  though  perhaps  never  with  elegance  or  correct" 
nesfi.  But  among  such  a  people,  and  on  such  topics,  a  num  of  fer- 
vent spirit,  of  natural  eloquence,  and  of  high  rank,  need  not  bb 
either  correct  or  elegant  in  onler  to  be  impressive. 

"Whatever  may  have  Iwien  the  ultimate  fate  of  Xavier's  missions, 
or  the  Ciiuse  of  their  decaVi  H  is  nothing  more  than  wanton  sccjiti- 
fism  to  doubt  that,  in  hia  own  lifetime,  the  apparent  results  were 
such  as  to  justify  the  most  swuigiime  of  his  anticipiUions.  Near  Cap© 
Comorin  he  appointetl  thirty  difi'erent  teafhers.  who  under  himself 
were  to  preside  over  the  siiiiie  niuuber  of  Cliristianchuruhea.  Manr 
an  humble  cottige  there  was  surmounted  by  a  cnivitix,  the  mark  of 
its  consecration  to  public  worship,  and  many  a  rude  count^/nance 
TcflRcteti  the  Borrows  and  the  hojifs  wluch  tliey  hwi  been  taught  to 
Bssociato  with  that  sacred  emblem. 

In  reporting  these  labours  to  his  society,  the  habitual  calmneas 
of  Xavier's  stylo  is  once,  at  least,  int<>mipted  by  passionate  exclam- 
Btiona  *'  I  have  left  myself,"  he  says,  **  notliing  to  add  on  this 
fiubject,  except  that  so  intcnnn  and  abundant  ai-o  the  delights  wliich 
God  is  accustomed  to  bestow  on  lliose  who  labour  diligently  in  Uij* 
Bervico  in  the  vineyard  in  this  barbarous  land,  that  if  there  be,  in 
this  liftf,  any  true  aiid  solid  eiyo^inent,  I  believe  it  to  be  this  and 
tliis  alone.  There  is  one  among  thoso  who  are  so  employed"  (he  is 
obviously  rofurriug  to  liiiiiself),  "  whom  T  fre<juently  ovt-rhear  siiying, 
*  Ovenrholm  mo  not,  O  my  God,  with  such  happiness  in  this  life  I 
or  if,  of  Thine  infinite  beneficence  and  mercy,  'I'him  BlialtlM"  pleawd 
BtiU  to  bestow  it  ujion  me,  tlien  take  me  hence  tu  Uie  abode  of  the 
blessed  ;  for  ho  whose  inward  sense  has  once  tasted  of  these  delights, 
must  needs  regard  existence  us  a  heavy  burden  so  long  as  it  is  passed 
withortt  the  beatific  vision  of  Tliywlf.*  '* 

This  prayer  for  some  mitigation  of  his  happiness  was  not  m»- 
answered.  A  hostile  invasion  frtmi  the  kingdom  of  llisnagcire  s^vt-pt 
before  it  the  poor  lishermea  of  Cape  Comorin,  destroyed  their 
simple  chapelii,  and  tlrove  them  for  refuge  to  the  barren  rfMjkfl  and 
sand  banks  en  the  westoni  shores  of  the  Strait  of  Manaar.  The 
tidings  brought  their  good  father  Xavier,  on  the  wings  of  love,  to 
eharc  and  solace  their  aniJE-.tion.  to  procure  for  them  food  and  succour 
from  the  viceroy  at  CJoa,  and  to  direct  their  confidence  to  an  iiitinilely 
bettor  Father,  whose  pii^scnco  they  might  a<iknowledge,  and  wlinso 
goodne.'^i  they  might  adore,  even  amidst  the  wreck  of  all  their 
ftartldy  i»i»«LaesHiun5. 

To  teach  the  same  salutary  lesson  to  those  on  whom  snch  po«> 
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tTW°irr"  had  been  bestowed  in  far  more  ample  ubundance,  Xavier 
erocsed  tli^  peoinsuU  to  Travaocore,  in  the  hope  of  couvettiug  the 
Biyafa  and  bia  courtiers.  His  anxious  friends  earnestly  diasuad&d  a  \ 
journey  so  fall  of  peril ;  and  the  kngoagc  in  which  ho  rcpols  these ' 
(imid  counsels  might  pass  for  a  iiuotatiou  from  ono  of  the  indignant 
itU!rs  of  ilartin  Luthw.  "  There  are  moments,"  he  says,  "  when  I 
weary  of  We,  and  when  I  think  that  it  would  be  better  to  die 
'in  the  cause  of  God  than  to  witnoes  such  a  cuutomptuous  disregard 
of  hi*  authority  as  I  am  at  onco  constniinod  to  obwrvo  and  unablo 
to  prevent.  To  escape  from  tlia  sight  and  the  report  of  such 
iniquity,  Uow  gladly  would  1  migrate  into  Ethiopia,  or  into  the 
dominions  of  Preat^r  John,  where,  without  meeting  opposition  from 
any  one,  I  might  render  eo  miiny  services  to  the  Most  Higli.  For 
notliing  afflict*  mo  so  acutely  as  my  want  of  p<:>wpr  to  make  an 
eflectual  resistance  to  those  who  are  insulting  the  majesty  of  Ileavon. 
May  God  pardon  them,  abide  -with  you,  and  accompany  me." 

If  any  reliance  may  be  placetl  ou  his  own  stat^uients,  bis  success 
at  Travancore  justilied  his  daring  and  surpassed  his  highest  expects 
ations.  He  reported  in  Febmary,  1545,  that  God  had  biuught 
many  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  &ith,  and  had,  by  his  m«ana,  con- 
verted more  than  ten  thousand  men  in  a  single  month.  Passing 
f^om  one  village  to  another,  he  repeated  the  huuio  formularies  which 
he  had  ivcitcd  among  the  Piravas,  and  founded  ou  them  the  siime 
izutmctions.  He  baptiaod  till  his  hands  dropped  %nth  weariness  and 
his  voice  became  inaudible ;  experiencing,  as  he  says,  in  hia  whole 
aoul,  a  joy  which  it  would  b«  vain  to  attempt  to  express  cither  in 
writing  or  by  speech. 

It  is  dilticuit,  or  rather  impossible,  to  determine  what  deduction 
would  have  been  made  from  Xavier's  estimate  of  the  results  of  his 
nuBsiou  to  TraraucorOr  if  tried  by  those  sober  tests  whi^^h  he  was 
hinuelf  too  deeply  agitated  to  employ.  Some  part  of  his  success 
may  have  been  a  mere  hallucination  of  hia  own  ovorwrnught  feelings. 
Something  may  bo  ascribed  to  the  terror  with  which  the  Portuguesa 
aims  had  at  that  time  atfectcd  the  native  powers  of  India,  and  dis- 
poaed  them  to  conciliate  their  £uropean  invaders.  The  ancient  tra- 
ditioos  of  Christianity  which  had  lingered  in  tlmt  part  of  the  penin- 
aula  irota  remote  days  (the  traditions  of  St  Thomas's  rcsiJcnoo  there 
ia  a  modem  iiiblc),  may  have  given  the  appedronce  of  a  conquest  to 
what  was,  at  least  to  some  extent,  a  mc^ro  restoration.  Bat  Vlhe^^, 
«Tery  abatement  which  these  and  similar  considerations  may  suggest 
■hall  have  baen  made,  we  must  reject  testimony  the  most  unam- 
hignoos,  and  opposed  by  no  conflicting  evidence,  if  we  denj'  the 
geneial  iraSh  of  Xaviot's  statements     A  solitary,  poor,  and  unpro- 
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teictod  strttn;^tT,  ho  had  buret  through  the  barriers  which  sep 
mcu  ot  diflereat  races  aud  of  ditTeK'itt  tongues.     His  meuiimjj  ma^ 
hare  been  ill  nnderstood,  but  by  some  mysterious  force  of  E^rxnpathy 
hia  hearers  quickly  caught  hia  ardour.     Idols  and  their  temples  fellj 
beneath  t}ie  blows  of  their  fonucr  worshippers.     Christian  churche 
rose  at  his  bidding  ;  and  Ttavancoro  was  poseeseed  with  now  idr'*^'* 
and  agitated  by  unwonted  cotitroveraies. 

Amongst  the  triumphs  of  the  Gospel  thns  wrought  by  lus  own 
agency,  Xavicr  refers,  with  expressions  of  iatfinse  delight,  to  the 
VRiit  iitultitude  of  infants  whum  he  had  baptized,  imd  whom  dt?ath 
hod  transferred  to  Paradise,  in  the  untarnished  bloom  of  their  ha\f 
tismal  innocency ;  and  he  vehemeutly  implores  his  general 
aiMociates  to  increase  the  number  of  the  missionaries  in  the 
field,  from  which,  by  this  simple  process,  so  vast  a  hiirvcst  of  tbe 
tender  plants  nii^lit  be  eonlvnuully  gathered  into  the  heave 
gamer.  Those  who  Iwlievc,  with  him,  in  this  astounding  efl' 
oS  the  aacmment  of  baptism,  must  needs  number  him  among  th? 
greatest  benefactors  of  liis  species ;  for  no  other  man  ever  brought 
down,  by  his  minisinttion,  a  blessing  of  such  uuultt'rable  magnitudfltj 
on'  eo  vast  a  multitude  of  babes  and  sucklings.  It  is,  indeed, 
subject  of  curious  inquiry,  why  tho  adherents  of  that  doctrine  do^ 
not  rise  to  the  more  than  htunan,  and  yet  easy,  office  of  love  whicli 
invites  them  1  By  employing  a  few  active  emissaries  to  baptuce 
infant  Ilindoos,  they  would  cuiifer,  on  the  race  of  man,  benefits 
infinitely  ccU)miug  all  the  results  of  all  the  labours  of  all  the  phi- 
louthropiaU  who  have  troilden  this  eartb  from  the  days  of  Adam  to 
OUT  own.  Wliy,  then,  is  this  mighty  work  of  bfnevolence  unab  ~ 
tempted  t  It  is  because  they  who  ar«  driven  hy  a  tymnnical  lo 
to  thoM  most  marvellnTis  conijof^uences,  escape  the  pressnro  of  them 
by  something  which  is  superior  to  all  logic  and  proof  against  all 
argumentation  ;  even  by  those  indestructible  instincts  of  our  nature, 
and  by  that  free  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  wliich  will  dash  tt>  pieces  the 
inference  and  the  belief^  tlmt  the  Almighty  Father  of  us  all  has  reaUy 
made  the  eternal  weal  or  woo  of  our  children  to  depend  on  tbe 
obeervance  or  neglect  of  on  ablution  to  be  sprinkled  by  the  hands, 
and  of  a  benediction  to  be  pronounced  by  the  lips,  of  mortal  man. 

Against  these  innovations  of  Xavier,  the  Brahmins  argued — as 
the  Church  by  law  established  has  not  seldom  ai^guod — with  fire 
and  sword,  and  the  interdict  of  euilh  and  water  to  Uie  enemies  ol 
their  rppose.  A  foreign  invader  threw  a  still  heavier  sword  into  the 
trembling  scales.  From  tho  »^uthward  appeared  on  the  bordev?  of 
Tnvsnooro  the  same  force  which  had  swept  awuy  the  |>our  fi^iermi-n 
of  Malabar.     Some  embers  of  iSx>amsh  chivalry  still  glowed  in  the 
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bosom  of  Xavipr.  He  flew  to  the  aceno  of  the  approaching;  combat, 
and  there,  placing  hiiuaelt"  in  the  van  of  the  protecting  army,  poiircd 
forth  ■  pasdonate  prayer  to  the  Lord  of  Host?,  roisod  on  high  his 
cmcilix,  anil,  with  klmllin^  eyes,  and  far-ivsounding  voice,  delivered 
the  bcdniiaU  of  Heaven  to  the  impious  invaders.  So  tuiui  the  tale, 
and  ends  (it  is  almost  anperfluoua  to  add)  in  tlie  ront  of  the  astovmded 
fo&  It  ia  a  matter  of  ]f»B  animated,  and  perhapa  of  more  antheiitio 
hiator}',  that  for  his  semi^s  in  this  war  Xavier  was  rewarded  by  the 
unbounded  gratitado  of  the  Kajah,  was  honoured  with  the  title  of  hia 
Qrooi  Father,  and  rescued  from  all  further  Brahminical  persecution. 

Power  and  courtly  influence  fumi  an  intoxicating  draught  even 
when  niisetl  to  the  tips  of  au  ascetic  and  a  suiiit.  Holy  as  ho  waa, 
tlic  Great  Father  of  the  Rajah  of  Travancore  seems  not  entirely  to  ' 
have  »scapfd  this  feverish  thirst.  T.'on  Alphonso  de  Sonza,  a  weak 
tbuiigb  amiahle  man,  wiia  at  that  time  the  Viceroy  of  Portugueao 
India;  and  Xavier  (such  was  now  his  authority)  despatched  a  mefi- 
senen  to  Lisbon  to  demand  rather  than  advise  liis  recall  For 
within  the  limitA  of  hia  bif^h  commission  (and  what  tnibject  is 
wholly  foreipn  to  it  1)  the  ambaj^sadcr  of  the  King  of  kings  may 
owe  resjiwt  hat  hardly  deference  to  any  mere  earthly  raonarcli.  Ho 
argued  Francis,  so  jmlt^ed  Kin^'  Jolm,  and  so  ffll  ^Uphonso  de 
Bouza,  as  many  a  greater  statesman  has  tallen,  and  may  yet  fall, 
under  the  weight  of  sacerdotal  diapleaaurec 

Weakness,  however,  was  not  the  only  recorded  fault  of  De  Souza. 
Towards  the  northern  extremity  of  Ceylon  lies  the  Inland  of 
Monoar,  a  dependency,  tu  Xavier's  day,  of  the  adjacent  kiugdom 
of  Jaffna,  wliem  then  reigned  a  aort  of  Oriental  Vhilip  IL  The 
islandftr^  hail  hecomc  converts  to  the  Christian  faith,  and  expiated 
their  apostasy  by  their  lives.  Six  hundred  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren fell  in  one  royal  massacre  ;  and  the  tragedy  was  closed  by  the 
murder  of  the  eldest  soti  of  the  King  of  Jaflna,  hy  his  father's 
oiders.  Deposition  in  ease  of  miRgovernment.  and  the  transfer  to 
the  deposing  power  of  the  dominions  of  the  offender,  was  no  inren- 
Uon  of  Hastings  or  of  Olive.  It  is  one  of  the  must  aucleut  con- 
stitutional taa:(ims  of  the  European  dynasties  in  India.  It  may 
even  b:>ast  the  venerahlo  suffrage  of  St  Fi-aucis  Xavier.  At  bis  in- 
KtAnoQ,  De  Souza  equipped  an  armament  to  hurl  the  g\iilty  ruler  of 
Jatfna  from  hLi  tlirone,  and  to  subjugate  his  territorieji  to  the  most 
faitltful  King.  In  the  invading  fleet  the  indignant  saint  led  the 
way,  with  promises  of  tiiumphs,  both  temporal  and  eternal.  But 
the  expedition  failed.  Cowardice  or  treachery  defeated  the  design. 
Dtt  Souza  paid  the  ustiol  penalties  of  ill  success.  Xai'ier  sailed  away 
to  diieovar  other  helds  of  spiritual  warfare. 
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On  the  Jlalabar  cofiat,  nmr  the  city  of  Melinpor,  niiglit  l»e  m^iT 
in  thofw  times  aii  oratory  ill  which  St  Thomns,  iho  tirst  teacher  of 
Chnstianity  in  India,  was  supposed  to  have  worshipped,  anil  a  lonib 
ill  which  it  was  heliered  that  his  body  had  been  laid.  It  was  in  a 
cool  and  sequestered  grotto  that,  acconiing  to  this  local  tradition, 
the  Apoatle  had  boon  wout  to  pray  ;  and  there  yet  appeared  nn  rho 
li\ing  rock,  in  bold  relief,  the  cross  at  which  he  was  said  to  haVD 
knelt,  with  a  crystal  fountain  of  medicinal  waters  gushing  from  the 
base  of  it.  In  a  church  on  the  neighbouring  height  was  a  marblo 
altar,  ou  which  (acconling  to  the  Ranie  legend)  might  still  be  traced, 
after  the  lapse  of  lifl<ien  centuries,  indelible  blood -stains,  ascertain- 
ing the  sacred  spot  at  wliich  the  Apostle  bad  won  the  crown  of 
jnartyrdom,  and  where  hia  bones  bad  been  committed  to  the  dust. 
To  tin's  venerable  shrine  Xavier  retired  to  lejim  the  will  of  Heaven 
concerning  his  futui-e  prtjgress.  If  we  may  believe  the  oath  of  one 
of  his  feUow-pilgtims,  he  maintained,  ou  tliis  occasion,  for  seven 
BQCCCBsive  days,  au  unbroken  fast  and  silence — no  unlit  preparation 
for  his  approacbing  conflict.  Even  round  the  tomb  of  the  Apostit 
xuslignaut  demons  prowl  by  uight ;  and,  though  strong  in  the 
guidance  of  the  Virgin,  Xavier  not  only  found  himself  in  tbcir  ol»- 
acene  grasp,  but  received  from  them  blows,  such  aa  no  weapons  in 
liuiaan  bands  could  have  inllietoil,  and  which  had  nearly  brought 
to  a  close  his  labours  and  his  life.  IlaiHed  by  a  sujterior  power, 
the  fiends  opposed  a  dtill  more  subtle  hindrance  to  his  designi 
against  their  kingdom.  In  the  garb  and  in  the  outward  semblance 
of  a  band  of  choristers,  they  disturbed  his  devotiona  by  such  eoul- 
subduing  strains,  that  the  very  harmonies  of  Heaven  might  aeem  to 
have  been  awakened  to  divert  the  Cbri?>tian  wurrior  from  his  heaven- 
ward path.  All  in  rain  their  fury  and  their  guile !  He  found  thu 
direction  he  implorwl ;  and  the  first  bark  which  sailed  fiora  the 
2tlalabar  shore  to  the  city  (jf  Malacca,  bore  the  obedient  missionary 
to  that  great  emj^rium  of  eastern  commerce. 

Thirty  yiMire  before  the  arrival  of  Xavier,  Malacca  had  Iwen  con- 
qnered  by  Alphouso  Albuquerque.  It  was  a  place  abandoned  to 
every  form  of  aensual  and  enervatinp  indulgence.  Th^ou^h  ber 
crowded  streets  a  strange  and  solemn  visitor  piissed  alouf;,  pealing 
hia  accustomed  bell,  and  earnestly  imploring  the  prayers  of  the 
faitliful  for  thai  guilty  people.  Curiosity  and  alarm  soon  gave  way 
to  ridicule ;  but  Xavier's  panoply  was  complete.  The  messenger  of 
divine  wrath  judges!  this  an  unfit  occasion  for  courting  averstoa  Of 
contempt.  He  became  the  gayest  of  the  gay,  and,  in  address,  at 
least,  the  very  model  of  an  accomplished  cavalier.  Foiled  at  their 
own  weapons,  bis  dissolute  countrymen  acknowledged  the  ine«isi< 
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I  antharity  of  a  solf-Jorotion  bo  awfol,  reJisved,  and  emliellished, 
it  \»:w,  hy  every  social  grace.  Thiis  the  work  of  reformation 
prospered,  or  seemed  to  prosper.  Altar:}  txue  in  tlie  open  streets, 
the  confeBstOQAl  was  thi-on^e<i  hy  pcnitenttt,  translations  of  devout 
books  were  multiplied ;  and  the  aiint,  fureraost  in  every  toil,  ap- 
plied himsself  with  all  the  activity  of  his  spirit  to  study  the  structure 
and  the  graceful  pronunciation  of  the  Alalayan  tongue.  Bnt  tlie 
plague  was  nut  Ihu^t  to  be  etayed.  A  rela]Mie  into  all  their  former 
habita  filled  up  the  measure  of  their  crimes.  With  prophetic  voice 
Xavier  announced  tho  impending  cbasitisements  of  Hetivon ;  and 
•baking  olf  from  his  feet  the  dust  of  the  obdurate  city,  pursued  liia 
indtifatipfthle  way  to  Amboyna. 

That  island,  then  a  part  of  the  vast  dominions  of  Portugal  in  the 
east,  had  scarcely  witnessed  the  commencement  of  Xavior's  exer- 
tious,  when  a  fleet  of  Spanish  vessels  appeared  in  huistile  array  on 
tba  shores.  They  were  invaders,  and  even  coraaini ;  for  their 
eipedition  had  been  disavowed  hy  Charles  Y.  Pestilence,  how- 
ever,  wasi  raging  among  thc;ni ;  and  Xavier  was  equally  reatly  to 
huatd  his  life  in  the  cause  of  Portugal,  or  in  the  service  of  hei 
afflicted  enemies.  Day  aud  night  he  lived  in  the  infected  ships, 
■nothing  eveiy  spiritual  distress,  aud  exertiug  all  thu  magical 
infloence  of  his  name  to  procure  for  the  sick  whatever  might  contri- 
bute to  their  recovery  or  soothe  their  pains.  Tho  coala  of  iirc  thus 
heaped  on  the  heads  of  the  j>irates,  melted  hearts  otherwise  steeled 
to  pity ;  and  to  Xavier  belonged  tho  rare,  perhaps  the  unrivalled, 
glory  of  repelling  an  invasion  by  no  weapons  but  those  of  self-denial 
and  of  love. 

But  glory,  the  praise  of  men,  or  their  gratitude,  what  were  thesa 
to  him  \  Aa  the  Spaniards  retired  peacefully  from  Amboyna^  he, 
too,  quitted  the  half-adoring  muLtitude,  whom  he  had  rescued  from 
the  horrnra  of  a  pirate's  war,  and,  spurning  all  the  timid  counaeLi 
whiuh  would  have  stayed  his  course.,  proceeded,  as  the  hemld  of 
good  tidings,  to  the  half-barbarous  islands  of  the  neighbouring 
Archipelago.  "  If  those  lauds,"  such  was  his  indignant  exclama- 
tion, "had  scented  woods  and  mines  of  gold,  Christians  would  lind 
courage  to  go  there ;  nor  would  all  the  perils  of  the  world  prevent 
them.  They  are  dastardly  and  alarmed,  because  there  is  nothing  to 
be  gained  there  but  the  souls  of  men ;  and  shall  love  be  \e&s  hardy 
and  leas  generous  than  avarice  1  They  will  destroy  me,  you  say,  by 
poison.  It  is  an  honour  to  which  such  a  sinner  as  I  am  may  not 
ospire ;  but  this  I  dare  to  say,  that  whatever  form  of  torture  or  of 
dtttfa  awaits  me,  I  am  ready  to  suffer  it  ten  thousaud  times  for  the 
nlvntioa  of  a  single  aouL"    Kor  was  this  the  language  of  a  mau 
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jnsemible  to  the  sorrows  of  life,  or  reiilli,"  unatTected  ty  the  din 
he  hiul  to  incur.  "  EeUtsve  me,  my  iHilovcil  IjrwtUren"  (the  qu 
tinn  is  made  from  a  IctUir  written  by  him  ai  ihia  time  to  tho  Society 
at  Rome),  "  it  is  in  ^neral  easy  to  understand  the  evangelicjil 
maxim,  that  ho  who  will  lose  bis  life  shall  find  it  But  when  the 
moment  of  action  has  come,  and  when  tho  sochiice  of  life  for  Grxl 
is  to  be  really  oiado,  oh  th^n,  cIaot  as  at  other  times  the  meaning 
is,  it  becomes  deeply  olwcure !  so  dark,  indeed,  that  he  alone  can 
corapreliend  it,  to  whom,  in  His  mercy,  God  himself  interprets  it 
Then  it  ia  wo  know  how  weak  and  frail  we  are." 

Weak  and  frail  he  mrty  huve  been  ;  but  from  the  days  of  Paul  of 
Tarsus  to  our  own,  the  annuls  of  niaiikiud  exlubit  no  other  exampIa^H 
of  a  soul  borne  onward  so  triumphantly  Ihioujjh  distress  and  danger^J 
in  all  their  most  appallinfr  aspects.     He  battled  with  hunger,  and 
thirst,  aiid  imkednixsa,  and  o&ut^ination  ;   and  pursued  his  miaaioa      i 
of  love,  with  even  increasing  ardour,  amidst  tlie  wildest  war  of  tin 
contending  elements.     At  the  island  of  Moro  (one  of  the  group  oi 
the  Moluccas)  he  took  his  stand  at  the  foot  of  a  volcano  ;    and  as 
the  pillar  of  lire  tlirew  up  its  wreaths  to  heaven,  and  the  earth 
tottered  beneath  hini,  and  the  tirmament  was  rent  by  falling  rocks 
and  peals  of  unintenuitting  thunder,  he  pointed  to  the  tierce  Ught- 
nitigfl,  and  the  river  of  molten  lava,  and  colled  on  the  agitated 
crowd  which  clung  to  him  for  safety  to  rey»cnt,  and  to  obey  thi 
truth  ;  but  he  also  taught  them  tliat  the  sounds  which  racked  tl 
eaia  were  the  groans  of  the  infernal  worlil,  and  the  Bights  whici 
blasted  their  eyes  an  outbreak  from  the  atmosphere  of  the  plac« 
torment.     Repairing  for  the  celebration  of  niiiss  to  an  edifioe 
he  had  consecrated  for  the  purpose,  an  earthquake  shook  ihd 
ing  to  its  base.      The  territied  worshippers  fled,  but  Xavier,  stand 
iug   in   meek   composure   before   the   rocking  altar,    deliberately 
completed  that  mystcrioita  sitcrilice,  with  a  faith,  at  least  in  thtt 
instance  enviable,  in  the  real  presence  ;  rejoicing,  at.  ho  states  in  hit 
description  of  the  ecene,  to  perceive  that  the  demons  of  the  island 
thus  winged  their  Bight  before  the  archangel's  sword,  from  lh« 
place  were  they  had  so  long  exrrcised  th^ir  foul  dominion.      Therv 
18  no  Bchoolboy  of  our  days  who  could  not  teach  mnch,   nosti** 
pcKted  by  Francis  Xavier,  of  the  laws  which  govern  the  material 
and  the  spiritual  worhls.     But  we  have  not  many  doctors  who 
know  as  much  as  he  did  of  the  nature  of  Him  by  whom  the  worlds 
of  matter  and  of  spirit  were  created  ;  for  he  studied  in  the  school 
pn^mcted  martyniom  and  active  philanthropy,  where  are  divulj 
Morats  unknown   and  unimogined  by  the  wisest  and  the  mokk. 
Wunod  of  ordinary  men.     Imparting  evorywhon  such  knowledgjj 
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as  he  posMsaed,  he  rangerl  over  no  amiiU  fart  of  the  Indian 
Archipelago  ;  and  at  len^jth  rctmccil  his  filflps  to  ^falaeca,  that  he 
mt^ht  leani  whether  bis  exhortations  and  his  prayers  mi^ht  even 
yet  avert  her  threatened  doom. 

It  ftp|iear©(I  to  he  drawing  nif^h.  ^JanuJin,  a  Mahomcdan  chief 
of  Sumatra,  Iwd  laid  siepe  to  the  place  at  tlie  head  of  a  powerfid 
fleet  and  army.  HI  pmvidHcI  for  defence  hy  land,  tlie  Porliigueie 
an  wad  still  more  nnprepared  for  a  naval  re^iRtanc&  Seven 
tteied  barks,  nnht  for  service,  formed  tlieir  whole  maritime 
Universal  alarm  overeprood  the  city,  and  the  governor 
once  partook  and  heightened  the  general  panic.  Already 
tiioo^ta  of  capitulation  had  hecome  ftuuiliar  to  the  basicged  ;  and 
European  chivalry  had  howed  In  al'ji^ct  Kilence  to  the  insidting 
taunts  and  haughty  menaces  of  the  ^IosIchl  At  this  moment,  in 
hia  slight  and  weather- heji ten  pinnace,  the  mesaenj,'er  of  pt-jire  on 
evth  etfeck'd  an  entrance  into  the  heleaguered  harbonr.  }{ut  he 
eame  with  a  luud  and  indigniint  summons  to  iliei  war  ;  for  Xavi^r 
was  still  a  Spftnieh  cavalier,  and  ho  "  thoufiht  it  foul  scorn  "  that 
gcmllenien,  subjects  of  the  most  faithful  King,  should  thus  bo 
bearded  by  barbaric  enemies,  and  the  woi-shipper*  nf  Christ  defied 
by  the  disciples  of  the  Arabian  impostor.  He  assumed  tho 
directtun  of  the  defence.  By  his  advice  the  seven  dismantled  ships 
vero  promptly  equijiped  for  sea.  He  aasi^jneil  to  each  a  commander  ; 
and,  having  animule'l  the  cr<^w8  with  pmmises  of  both  tcniprnal  and 
•lenud  triumphs,  despatched  them  to  meet  and  conquer  tho  hnstile 
fleet.  As  they  sailed  from  the  harbour,  the  ailniinU's  vessel  ran 
■ground,  and  instantly  became  a  wreck.  Iteturning  hnpft  aii<i 
exaltation  as  promptly  ffivc  way  to  tem^r ;  and  Xavier,  the  idol  of 
the  precetling  honr,  was  now  the  object  of  popular  fury.  Ho  alone 
retained  his  serenity.  He  upbraided  the  cowardice  of  the  governor, 
revived  the  spirits  of  the  troops,  and  encouraged  the  multitude  with 
prophecies  of  success.  A^n  the  flotilla  sailed,  and  a  sadden 
tempest  drove  it  to  sea.  Day  after  day  passed  ivithout  intelligence 
of  ita  aBf«.'ty,  and  once  more  the  hearts  of  the  besiefced  failed  them. 
Knmours  of  defeat  wen?  rife  Tho  Mahomodana,  it  was  said,  had 
effected  a  landing  within  six  leagnes  of  the  city,  and  Xavier's  name 
was  repeated  from  mouth  to  mouth  with  cries  of  vengeance.  He 
knelt  before  the  altar,  thuut^h  thn  menacing  people  were  scarcely 
restrained  by  the  sanctity  of  the  place  from  immolating  him  there 
u  a  victim  tn  Ida  own  disastrous  cuimsels.  On  a  sudden  his  bosom 
w«a  eeen  to  heave  as  with  some  deep  emotion  ;  he  raised  aloft  his 
crucifix,  and  with  a  glowing  cheek,  and  in  tones  like  one  posseaseil, 
bceatbed  a  short  yet  passionate  prayer  for  victory.    A  solemn 
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pauM  ensued  ;  tho  dullest  eye  could  see  lliat  witliin  that  now 
fuintiug,  pullid,  agitated  frame,  some  power  more  than  human  wiu 
in  commuriion  with  the  weak  spirit  uf  man.  Wh&i  mifjht  be  the 
ineffable  sense  tlina  conve^ved  from  mind  to  mind,  without  the  aid 
of  symbols  or  of  words  t  One  bBlf-liour  of  de*p  and  agonising 
silence  held  the  awa-stricken  assembly  in  breathless  expectation — 
when,  boundinj^  on  hia  feet,  his  countenance  radiant  with  joy,  and 
his  voice  clear  and  ringing,  as  mth  the  swelling  notes  of  the 
trumpet,  he  exclaimed,  "Christ  has  conquered  for  ns !  At  this 
very  momyrit  his  soldiers  are  charging  our  defeated  enemies  ;  they 
have  made  a  great  slaughter — we  have  lost  only  four  of  our 
defenders.  On  Friday  next  the  iiitelli^'ence  will  be  here,  and  we 
shall  then  see  our  Qoet  again."  The  catastrophe  of  such  a  tale 
need  not  be  tt^ld.  Malactyi  followed  her  deliverer  and  the  troops  of 
the  victorious  equadron,  in  solemn  jirocossinn  tn  the  church  ;  wliftre, 
amidst  the  roar  of  cannon,  the  pealing  of  anthems,  and  hymns  of 
adoring  gratitude,  his  inward  sense  heard  and  reverenced  that 
inarticulate  voice  which  still  reminded  hiiu,  that  for  him  the  hour 
of  repo^  and  triumph  might  never  come,  till  he  should  reach  that 
state  where  sin  would  nu  longer  demand  his  rebuke,  nor  grief  his 
sjTiipathy.  He  turned  from  the  ha  If -idolatrous  shouts  of  an  admir- 
ing  people,  and  retraced  his  toiJsome  way  to  the  shores  of  the 
Indian  peninsula. 

He  returned  to  Goa  a  poor  and  solitary,  hut  no  longer  an  obsoi  _ 
man.  From  the  Indus  to  the  Yellnw  Sea,  had  gone  forth  a  vogue 
and  marvellous  rumour  of  liim.  The  tale  bore  that  a  stranger  hod 
appeared  in  the  semblance  of  a  wayworn,  abject  beggar,  who,  bj 
some  magic  influence,  and  for  some  inscrutable  ends,  had  bowed 
the  nations  to  his  despotic  will,  while  spuming  the  wealth,  the 
pleaauivs,  and  the  homage  which  they  offered  to  their  conqueror. 
ikiany  were  the  wonders  wliich  travellers  had  to  tell  of  his  progresat 
and  without  number  were  the  ingenioiia  theories  afloat  for  the 
solution  of  them.  He  possessed  the  gift  of  ubiquity ;  he  could  at 
the  same  moment  speak  in  twenty  diirerent  tongues  on  as  many 
diaaimilor  subjects ;  ho  was  impusKive  to  heat,  colli,  hunger,  and 
fatigue ;  he  held  hourly  intercourse  with  invisible  beings,  the 
guides  or  ministers  of  his  designs ;  he  raised  the  dead  to  life,  and 
muld  float,  when  so  it  pleased  him,  ai'rosa  the  boiling  ocean  on  the 
wings  of  the  typhnon.  Among  the  listeners  to  these  prodigies  had 
been  Auger,  a  native  and  inhabitant  of  Japan.  Ilia  cooBcience  wn* 
burdened  with  the  memory'  of  great  crimes,  and  he  had  songhl 
relief  in  vain  from  many  an  expiatory  rite,  and  from  the  tiunulta  of 
dissiptttiou.      lu  search  of  the  peace  he  could  not  fijid  at  home 
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there  to  cou«ult  with  the  mysterious  person  of 
had  heard.  But  Xavier  was  abseut ;  and  Uie 
vietim  of  remorse  was  retracing  his  melfwirholy  voyage  to  Jflpan, 
vbeo  k  friendly  tempest  arreeted  his  reti-eat,  and  once  more  brought 
him  to  Malacca.  lie  was  attended  by  two  servants,  and  with 
them,  by  Xavier's  directions,  he  proceeded  to  Goa.  In  these  three 
Japanese  his  prophetic  eye  had  at  onco  seen  the  future  instruments 
of  the  conversion  of  their  native  laud ;  and  to  that  end  he  instructed 
them  to  enter  on  a  systematic  course  of  training  in  the  college^ 
which  ho  hod  08tablii>hcd  for  such  purposes,  at  the  seat  of  Pnrtu- 
gaesB  empire  in  the  east.  At  that  jjluce  Xavier,  pro  long,  rejoinp*! 
his  converts.  Such  hod  been  their  proliciGncy,  that,  soon  after  his 
arrival,  they  were  admittej  not  only  into  the  Church  by  biiptism, 
but  into  the  Society  of  Jesus  by  the  performance  of  the  spiritual 
exprciee& 

TIiH  histfli-y  of  Xavier  now  reaches  a  not  nnwelcomfl  pauso.  FIr 
pined  forsolitnde  and  silence.  He  had  been  t^>o  long  in  conalnnt 
intercourse  with  num.  antl  found  that,  however  higli  and  holy  may 
be  the  ends  for  which  social  liiV)  is  cultivated,  the  habit,  if  unbroken, 
iriU  impair  that  inward  sense  through  which  alone  the  soul  can 
gftther  any  true  iutimatioua  of  her  nature  and  her  destiny.  Ue  re- 
tired to  commune  with  himself  in  a  secluaion  where  the  works  of 
God  alony  were  to  be  eoen,  and  where  no  voices  could  be  heard  but 
those  which,  in  each  varying  cadonce,  raise  an  unconacious  hjinn  of 
'  and  fi'i'irrttion  to  their  Crfrator.  Tliere  for  a  wliile  reposing 
m  Lilx-'Ui^  MU-la  aa  fow  other  of  the  sons  of  men  have  undergone, 
lie  cons-uiu'-d  days  and  wovks  in  meditating  prospects  beyond  the 
rMch  of  any  vision  unenlarged  by  the  habitual  exercise  of  bene- 
tiocnee  and  piL-ty.  Tliere,  too,  it  may  be  {for  man  must  still  be 
jtoman),  he  surrendered  himself  to  dreams  aa  baseless,  and  to 
aies  ae  di'void  of  any  real  itieaning,  as  those  which  ]inuut  the 
'  the  maniac.  Peai-o  he  to  the  hallucinations,  if  such  they  wpre, 
by  which  the  giant  refreshed  his  slumbering  power.<),  and  from  which 
he  rnospfl  himself  to  a  contlict  never  again  to  1mi  nmiitt<'d  till  his 
framo,  yii-hUng  to  the  ceaseless  pressure,  should  sink  into  a  premature 
but  hallowed  grave. 

Scarcely  i'otir  years  had  elapsed  from  the  first  discovery  of  Japan 
by  tLi»  IV'rtugiiese,  when  Xavier,  atteudeil  by  Auger  and  his  two 
eervante,  saUt^  from  Goa  to  convert  ihu  islanders  to  tlie  Christian 
faith.  SI'U'h  gocl  advice  had  boen,  as  usual,  wasted  on  him  by  his 
frirndfl.  To  Loyoh*  alone  he  ft^nfidwl  the  secret  of  liis  confidrnce. 
"  :  ■  xpn'ss  to  you  "  (such  am  his  wnnls)  "  the  joy  with  which 

I  .1.  .        . .'  this  long  voyage ;  for  it  is  full  of  extreme  perils,  and 
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we  consiJer  a  fleet  sailing  to  Japan  as  einmentlT  prosperous  in  irJucli 
oup  ship  out  of  four  ia  wtved.  'nioiigli  Uir  rUlt  Oir  ex(*od8  any  whicJi 
I  havu  hitherto  eiii.otmt«re(.l,  I  sliull  not  det'liiie  it ;  for  our  Lortl  lins 
im[>Krt<Hl  to  me  an  int^Tinr  itveUtioii  of  tlio  rich  harvast  which  will 
one  (lay  b«  gathered  from  the  cross  when  onco  planted  thtire." 
Whatever  inay  he  thought  of  these  voiica  Irom  wiUun,  it  is  at  least 
clear,  that  nothing  magnanimoufl  or  sublime  has  ever  yet  procce<Iud 
from  those  who  have  listemid  only  to  the  voices  from  without  But, 
as  if  rosoived  t*>  show  that  a  man  may  at  ouim  octon  niotivus  inooin- 
prehensihle  to  his  fellow-morta.ls,  and  ]»08S«s8  the  deepest  insight 
int«  the  motives  hy  which  they  are  habiliinlly  governed,  Xavinr  left 
heUind  him  a  cochj  of  instructions  for  his  brother  nusslonorice,  illu- 
miuated  in  almost  e^-ery  page  by  that  profound  sagacity  wliich  results 
from  the  union  of  exUTisive  knowledge  with  acute  ob*T\'!ition,  mel- 
lowed hy  the  intuitive  wisdom  of  a  compassionate  and  lowly  heart. 
The  seJL'nrc  of  8ell"-com|uest,  with  a  view  to  conquer  the  stubborn 
will  of  others — the  art  of  winning  admission  for  jiaint'ul  truth — and 
the  duties  of  fidelity  and  reverence  in  the  atti'Uipt  to  heal  the  diseased 
of  the  human  spirit — were  never  taught  by  miinfipired  man  with  an 
eloquence  more  gentle,  or  an  authority  more  impii-ssivc. 

A  long  voyage,  putEUt'd  through  every  disaster  which  Uie  male- 
Tolence  of  man  and  demons  could  opinwi!  to  his  jirogresa  (for  he  was 
oonstrained  to  sail  in  a  piruticnl  ship,  with  idojjs  on  her  deck  and 
whirlwinds  in  her  path),  brought  him,  in  the  year  1049,  to  Japan, 
there  to  practise  his  own  U'ss4^>tiH,  and  \.o  give  a  new  example  of 
heroic  perseverance.  His  arrival  bud  lieen  preceded  hy  what  he 
regarded  aa  fortunate  auguries.  Certain  Portuguese  mendianls,  who 
had  been  allowed  to  reside  at  the  principal  seaport,  inluibiled  there 
a  house  hanntcd  hy  spectres.  Their  presenee  was  usually  announced 
by  the  din  of  disconlant  and  agonising  screams  ;  but  when  revealed 
to  the  eye,  they  exhibited  forms  resembling  those  which  may  be  seen 
in  pictiues  of  the  uifemal  state.  Now  the  merchants,  secidar  men 
though  they  were,  had  exorcised  these  lieuds  by  carrying  the  cross 
in  solemn  procession  through  the  hoiise  ;  and  anxious  curiosity  per- 
vaded the  city  for  some  explanation  of  the  virtue  of  this  new  and 
potent  charm.  There  were  alw>  legends  currtmt  through  the  country 
which  might  be  turned  to  good  account.  Xara,  the  son  of  Amifla, 
the  Virgo  IMipara  of  Japan,  had  passed  a  life  of  extreme  austerity 
to  expiate  the  sins  of  men,  and  had  inculcated  a  doctrine  in  wliich 
«ven  Christians  must  recognise  a  large  admixture  of  sacred  truth. 
Templea  in  honour  of  the  mother  and  child  overspread  the  land,  and 
Biiiciilal  Bacrificea  were  daily  ollered  in  them.  The  Father  of  Lies 
had  further  propped  up  his  kingdom  in  Japan  by  a  profane  j^arody 
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on  the  institutions  of  the  Catholio  Church,  Under  tlie  name  of  the 
Sncn,  thore  inignwl  in  nocortJotal  suprenincy  a  count,erj)art  of  the  holy 
fikthor  at  Rome,  who  consecmted  the  Fundi  or  Itiuhoja  of  this 
Japanese  hieranhy,  and  regulated  at  hia  inftiUihle  will  whatever  ro* 
lital  to  tlio  riti^H  ami  ct^reuionies  of  puhLiu  worehip.  SnlwnJinate 
to  the  Fundi  were  ttie  Bonzes,  or  Prit'jrtii  in  holy  orders ;  who,  to 
oonifilcto  the  re-^i-.nihliLnrr,  taught,  and  at  least  profe-sstnl  to  prwctiso, 
an  nseetic  discipline.  Cut  here  the  similitude  ceases  ;  for,  adds  the 
Chronicle,  they  were  (n^at  knaves  and  sod  hypocrites. 

With  these  foundations  on  whir^h  to  build,  the  ideas  wMch  Xarier 
had  to  intiwduco  into  the  Jnjianese  mind,  niiglit  not  very  widely  jar 
with  those  by  which  they  were  preoctupied.  Anger,  now  I'-alled 
Paul  of  the  Holy  Faith,  was  despatched  to  hia  former  friend  aud 
sovereign,  with  a  picture  of  the  Virgin  and  the  infant  Je«iw;  and 
the  monarch  and  hia  courtiers  (we  are  told)  admired,  kissed,  and 
worshipped  the  sacred  symbols.  Xavier  himself  (to  xam  his  own 
wonU)  "  stood  by,  a  mere  mute  statiie ;"  but  there  was  I^rometheun 
fin*  witliin,  and  the  marble  aoon  found  a  voice.  Of  all  his  ptiUo- 
logical  achievemeuts  this  was  the  must  man'ellous.  He  who,  in  the 
decline  of  life^  liethinks  him  of  all  tliat  he  once  endured  to  unlock  the 
setiae  of  .^^sohyliis,  and  is  conscious  how  stammering  has  been  the 
Bpeoch  with  wiiidi,  in  lat4»r  days,  he  has  been  wont  to  mutilnl**  tho 
lui^efl  of  Pascal  and  of  Tasso,  may  tliink  it  a  fable  that,  in  a  few 
brief  weeks,  Xavier  could  converse  and  teach  iiitelligihly  in  the 
involvwi  and  ever-shifting  dialects  of  .fapan.  If  the  sceptic  had 
ever  studied  to  coni-erse  with  living  men  under  the  impulse  of  wmie 
pa-ssion  which  haii  absorliwl  evert"  faculty  of  Ids  eotd,  he  might 
p'.'1'hnps  relax  hia  incredulity ;  but  whatever  be  the  solution,  the 
fact  is  att««ted  on  evidence  which  it  would  be  folly  to  discredit — 
that  within  a  very  short  time  Xavier  began  to  open  to  the  Japanese, 
in  their  own  language  and  to  their  dear  underatanding,  tjie  commis- 
aioti  with  which  he  was  charge<i  Such,  indeed,  was  his  facility  of 
siieech,  that  he  challenge*!  the  Bonzes  to  controversies  on  all  the 
mysterious  points  of  their  and  his  conflicting  creeds.  Tlie  arbiters 
of  the  dispute  listened  as  men  are  apt  to  listen  to  the  war  of  wonls  ; 
and  many  a  long-tailed  Japanese  h>.^  was  shak^-n,  as  if  in  the  hope 
that  the  jumblijig  thongbte  within  would  find  their  level  by  tho  ntV 
imewted  osciliatioo.  U  became  necessary  to  resort  to  oth>  < 
<n  winning  their  assent ;  and  in  exploits  of  as>«ticisin,  Xii'< 
nothing  to  foar  from  the  rivalry  of  Bonzi^  of  Fiunli.  or  of  ifai 
8*00  himaelf.  Congoxima  acknowledged,  as  most  other  lu 
citioa  would  perhaps  acknowledge,  that  he  who  bad  &ucb  a 
over  hia  own  uppetitea  and  paasious,  must  be  animated 
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power  wholly  exempt  from  any  stjch  debasing  influenco.  To  fortify 
thiK  silntary  though  not  very  »ouii(i  conclusion,  Xa^ner  betook  him' 
eclf  (if  we  will  believe  his  hifilohan)  lo  the  woHtiug  of  zuiracloa. 
He  compelled  the  fish  to  fill  the  iiet«  of  the  fishermen,  uid  to  ire- 
qnent  tho  hay  of  Cangoxima,  thongb  previously  indisposed  to  do  so. 
lie  cured  the  leprous,  and  ho  rait^^  tJie  deml.  Two  Bonzes  beeam« 
the  first,  and  indeed  the  only  fruils  of  his  labours  there.  The  hearts 
of  their  brethren  grew  harder  as  the  light  of  truth  glowed  with 
increasing  but  ineffectual  biightnesa  around  them.  The  king  &1m 
withdrRW  his  favour  ;  and  Xavier,  with  two  conipanioiia,  carried  the 
rejected  messages  of  mercy  to  the  neighbouring  etaiee  of  the  Japanese 
empire. 

Carrying  on  his  back  his  only  viaticum,  the  vessels  rcquistle  for 
performing  tho  sacrifice  of  the  moss,  ho  advanced  to  Firando,  at 
once  the  seaport  and  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  that  name: 
Some  Portuguese  ships  riding  at  anchor  ihere^  announced  his  nrrival 
in  all  the  forms  of  nautical  triumph : — flags  of  every  hue  Ai>ati&g 
from  the  masts,  seamen  clustering  on  the  yards,  cannon  rvmring 
from  beneath,  and  trumpets  braying  from  above,  fimndo  was 
agitat«d  with  debate  and  wonder ;  ail  asked,  but  none  could  atfoid, 
an  explanation  of  the  homage  rendered  by  the  wealUiy  traders  lo 
the  meanest  of  Uieir  countrymen.  The  solution  of  the  enigma  wu 
given  by  tlie  humble  pilgrim  himself,  surrounded,  in  the  rt.iyal  pre- 
sencCf  by  all  the  pomp  which  the  Kuropeans  could  display*  in  his 
honour.  Great  was  tlie  efiect  of  tliese  auxiliaries  to  the  work  of  aa 
uvangelist ;  and  the  modem,  like  the  ancient  Apostle,  tvatly  (o 
l>ccome  all  things  to  all  men,  would  no  longer  decline  Lhv  aluw- 
ment  of  assuming,  for  a  uiomeut,  Uiia  world's  grandeur,  when  he 
found  that  such  puerile  arts  might  lUlure  tht-  children  of  iJie  world 
to  listen  to  tho  voice  of  wisdom.  At  Meaco,  then  the  seat  of  ciii]tire 
in  Japan,  so  useful  a  discovery  might  he  reduced  lo  pmcticc  with 
still  more  important  success  j  and  thithcrwaida  his  steps  wen 
promptly  ditectvd. 

Unfamiliar  to  the  ears  of  us  barbarians  of  the  Korth-WestCTn 
Ocran  are  the  very  uameH  of  the  seats  of  Japanese  civilisation  throu^ 
which  hLt  journey  lay.  At  Amanguchi,  tlie  capital  rf  Nsgolo, 
he  found  the  hearts  of  men  hardened  by  sensuality ;  and  his  cxliort* 
ations  to  repentance  were  n^paid  by  tmowers  of  stones  and  insolta. 
"A  plcttsant  sort  of  Bonze,  indeed,  wlio  would  allow  us  but  one  God 
and  one  woman  !"  was  the  summary  remark  with  which  llio  Itixu- 
liotia  Amangucliians  disposed  of  the  teacher  and  his  doctrine.  They 
drove  him  forth  half  naled,  with  no  provision  bnt  a  bag  of  pwcbed 
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rice,  and  accompanied  only  by  three  of  his  converts — men  prepared 
to  sham  his  diingcr  and  his  reproach. 

It  was  in  thu  depth  tif  winter ;  demto  forests,  steep  mountuns, 
half-frozen  streams,  and  wasiee  of  untrodden  snow,  lay  in  his  path 
to  Meaco.  An  entire  month  was  consumed  in  traversing  the  ixildeT- 
ness  ;  the  cruelty  and  scorn  of  man  not  seldom  adding  bitterness  to 
the  rigours  of  nature,  On  one  occasion  the  wanderers  were  over- 
taken in  a  thick  jungle  by  a  horseman  bearing  a  heavy  package. 
Xaricr  offered  to  carry  the  load,  if  the  rider  would  roqxiite  the 
service  by  pointing  out  his  way.  The  offer  was  accepted ;  but  hour 
after  hour  (he  horse  was  urged  an  nt  Ru<:h  a  pfure,  and  so  mpitily 
sped  the  panting  missionary  after  him,  that  hU  tortured  feet  and 
exDoriatod  body  sank  in  seeming  death  under  the  protracted  cfibrt. 
la  Uie  extremity  of  his  distress  no  repining  word  was  ever  heard  to 
fiiU  from  him.  He  performed  this  dreadful  pilgrimage  in  silent 
communion  with  Him  for  whom  he  rejoiced  to  su^'er  the  loss  of  all 
things  'f  or  spoke  only  to  sustain  the  hope  and  courage  of  his  asso- 
ciateSk  At  length  the  walls  of  Meaco  were  seen,  promising  a  reposo 
not  angmteful  even  to  his  adamnutiue  frame  and  fiery  spirit.  But 
repose  was  no  more  to  visit  him.  He  found  the  city  in  all  the 
tumult  and  horrors  of  a  siege.  It  was  impossible  to  gain  attention 
to  his  doctrines  amidst  the  din  of  arms  :  for  even  the  Saco,  or  Pope 
of  Jaffau^  cotUd  give  heed  to  none  but  military  topics.  Chanting 
from  Uie  Psalmist— "When  I.-imel  went  out  of  Egj-pt,  and  the 
houM  of  Jacob  from  a  strange  people,"  the  Saint  again  plunged  into 
the  deoert,  and  retraced  his  steps  to  Amanguchi 

Xavier  descrilies  the  Japanese  very  much  as  a  Koman  might  have 
depicted  llie  Greeks  in  the  age  of  Augustus ;  as  at  once  intellectual 
and  sensnal  voluptuaries,  on  Uie  best  possible  terms  witli  themselves 
a  good-humoured  bat  faithless  race,  equally  acute  and  fVivolou^ 
talkative  and  disputatious.- — *'Their  inriuisitiveneas,'*  he  says,  "is 
incredible,  cspe<!iidly  in  their  int<2rc(nir.;£:  with  stningers,  for  whom 
thej  have  not  the  slightest  respect,  but  make  incessant  sport  of 
thnm."  Surrounded  at  Amanguchi  by  a  crowd  of  these  babblers,  he 
WHS  plieil  with  innumerable  questions  about  the  immortality  of  tho 
0nul,  tlie  movement  uf  tlie  pbinetx,  eclipses,  the  rainbow,  siu,  graces 
paiHcllftt;,  tuiil  hell.  He  hi?ard  and  answered.  A  single  response 
0ntve<l  all  these  probh-ms.  A.ctronomers,  meteorologists,  meta- 
physicians, and  divine-s  all  heani  the  same  stound ;  but  to  each  it 
t-anie  with  a  ciiflert'ol  and  an  apprc'priato  meaning.  So  wrote  from 
tho  Tcry  spot  Father  Anthony  Quadros,  four  years  after  the  event; 
and  so  the  fact  may  )m  read  in  the  process  of  Xavier's  canonisation. 
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[  of  so  admirable  a  gift,  bis  progroea  in  tlic  conrei^i^n  of 
tbcae  onci!  con  turn  ptuuus  [Hiuplu  i^  iUe  ivsa  smpriaiix'^.  Thvir  city 
beouue  ihe  principal  seat  of  learning  in  Japan,  aiiJ  Uj(«jvfon%  of 
course,  the  greut  theatre  of  coiitrovei«ial  dt^bato.  Of  thttw  polt>nuu 
tliere  Teomins  a  repord  of  no  doubtful  auUienticlty,  from  wbiub 
disputants  of  higher  uumc  than  those  of  Amanyichi  might  take 
Hntiit;  tuefiil  leaaonR  in  the  dialectic  ail  ThnisU  bettur  made,  or 
more  tikilfully  parried,  are  seldom  to  be  witnessed  iu  the  schools  of 
Oilurd  or  of  Cambridge. 

In  the  midiit  of  controvezsiee  with  men,  Xavier  again  heanl  tliat 
Divine  voioe  to  which  he  never  answered  bat  by  instant  and  • 
unht-sitating  submission.  It  summoned  him  to  Fucheo,  the  capital 
of  the  kingiloiii  of  Bungo.  It  wm  a.  city  near  the  sea,  whtcb  bid 
for  its  port  a  place  called  Figur,  where  ii  rich  Purtuguese  merchant- 
ship  was  then  Lying.  At  the  approach  of  the  Saint  (for  euch  he  wa* 
now  nrnvcrsally  a^teemed)  the  vm»e\  thundered  from  all  her  gnns 
such  loul  and  repeated  discharges,  that  tlie  startled  soveivign  of 
Bungo  despatched  mesiiengera  from  Fuclieo  to  ascertain  thfl  cause  of 
so  uuivei'saL  an  uproar.  Nothing  coidd  exooed  the  astonishmenl 
vith  which  they  received  the  explanation.  It  was  impoaaible  to 
convey  to  the  monarch's  ear  so  extravn^nt  a  tale.  A  royal  aalat« 
for  tlic  most  abject  of  lazars  !  for  a  maji  (to  use  their  own  cnerKtrtto 
language)  "«o  abhorred  of  th(>  ciirth  that  tlie  very  vcriuin  wWb 
crawled  over  him  loathed  their  wretchetl  fare!"  If  mortal  man 
ever  rose  or  sunk  so  £kr  as  to  discover,  without  pain,  that  hid  penoa 
was  the  object  of  disgust  U>  othera,  then  is  there  one  form  of  aeUf- 
dominion  in  which  Francis  Xavier  has  been  surpasttetl.  Yinlding, 
with  no  {)creeptible  reluctance,  to  the  arguments  of  his  countrymeu, 
and  availing  himsnif  of  thn  resources  at  their  commanii,  he  advanced 
to  Fucheo,  preceded  by  thirty  Portuguese  clail  in  rich  atn&,  and 
embellished  with  chains  of  gold  and  precious  stones.  '*  Next  cuiu^ 
Uid  next  did  go,"  iu  their  gayest  apparel,  the  servants  and  slavoi 
of  the  merchflLQta.  Then  appeared  Uie  afwstle  of  the  Indies  him- 
self^ resplendent  in  green  velvet  and  gulden  brocade.  Chinese 
t&p«8try,  and  silken  tiaga  of  every  brilliant  colour,  covered  the 
pinnace  and  the  boats  in  which  this  biilliaut  pi-ocession  was  r<)Wi.<>d 
up  to  the  city  ;  anil  the  oars  pose  and  foil  to  the  sound  of  trumputt, 
flutes,  and  hautboya  As  they  dmw  nt-ar  to  the  royal  presenoe,  the 
oommaiider  of  tlie  ship  marched  barehcailed,  and  carrying  a  wand  flv 
the  esquire  or  m^orniomo  of  tlie  Father.  Five  othen  of  her 
principal  ofHccrs,  each  bearing  somt*  costly  urliclo,  stepped  along,  as 
proud  to  do  such  service ;  while  be,  in  hnttuur  of  whom  it  wu 
rendered^  moved  onwards  with  the  m^joatic  gait  of  some  fuudol 
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cliieAain  marahalUng  bia  reUinera,  with  a  rii-li  nmbToIla  hell  over 
him.  Up.  trarerartl  a  doublfi  file  of  six  huniirtiil  nicn-ut-urma  drawn 
up  for  his  reception ;  and  interchanged  compUnientary  harangues 
with  his  royal  host,  with  all  the  grace  and  dignity  of  a  maa 
iici:ii?«tom«d  tt5  ahine  in  courts,  and  to  hold  intercourae  with  prinoea 
Hia  MajpAiy  of  Bun^  seems  to  have  borne  some  nwcmblanco  to 
our  own  fUiiry  the  Eighth,  ami  to  havo  been  meditating  a  revolt 
ftom  the  Saco  and  his  whole  spiritual  dynasty,  lluch  lie  said  at 
thie  finrt  interview,  to  which  no  orthodox  Bonze  could  listen  with 
oompnsun>,  it  drew  down,  ewn  ou  his  royal  hwii!,  the  tubule 
of  UiB  Ieame<l  Faxiondono.  "How,"  exclaimfHl  that  eminent 
diviuc-,  *'dare  you  undertake  the  decision  of  any  article  of  faith 
without  ha\'ing  studied  at  the  university  of  Fianrimo,  where  alone 
arc  to  be  learned  the  saerod  mystoriea  of  the  gods !  If  you  are 
ignorant,  consult  the  teauhi-ra  appointed  to  direct  you.  Here  am 
1,  rwidy  to  impart  to  you  all  neceasary  instruction."  An  university 
atUl  n»rD  renowned  than  Fiamdma  has,  in  our  own  times,  given 
birth  to  many  a  Ipamed  doctor  who  might  pass  for  nothing  more 
than  a  servile  imitator  of  tlie  pretensions  of  the  sage  Faxiondono. 
But  the  replies  which  the  great  **  Tmetarian  "  of  Bungo  provoked 
wore  most  unlike  those  by  which  his  Oxonian  successors  ani  usually 
uwiied.  Never  was  King  surrounded  by  a  gayer  circle  than  that 
which  then  glittered  at  the  court  of  Fucheo.  The  more  the  Bonze 
leclured  on  his  own  sacerdotal  authority,  the  more  laughed  they. 
The  King  himself  condescended  to  aid  the  general  uierrimeut ;  and 
congratulated  his  monitor  on  the  convincing  proof  he  had  given  of 
his  heavenly  mission,  by  the  display  of  an  infernal  temper.  To 
Xavier  lie  addresaed  himself  in  a  far  dilfcpcnt  spirit.  The  triple 
crown  might  have  lighted  on  Ms  head  without  allaying  the  thirst  of 
his  soul  for  the  conversion  of  mankind ;  and  the  Eiuiopean  pomp 
with  which  ha  was,  for  the  moment,  environed,  Ifft  him  still  tha 
iame  living  martyr  to  the  faith  which  it  was  the  one  object  of  his 
life  to  propagata  His  rich  apparel,  and  the  blandishments  of  tho 
gi«at,  served  only  to  present  to  him,  in  a  new  and  still  more  im- 
presnrs  light,  the  vanity  of  ail  sublunary  things.  He  preached, 
catechised,  and  disputed  with  an  ardour  and  a  perseverance  which 
threatened  hii  destruction,  ant]  alanned  his  affectionate  followers. 
*'Care  not  for  me,"  was  his  answer  to  their  expostulation  ;  ''think 
of  me  IK  a  nuin  dead  to  bodily  comfortA.  My  food,  my  rest,  my 
life,  are  to  rescue  from  tho  granary  of  Satan  the  souls  for  the  sake  of 
-whom  God  has  sent  me  hither  from  the  end:*  of  the  earth."  To 
mch  ff-rvour  the  Boozes  of  Fucheo  could  offer  no  effectual  resistanoe. 
One  of  tho  most  eminent  of  their  number  cast  away  his  idoIS)  asd 
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became  a  dmslian.  Five  hundred  of  hia  disciples  immp'liaU'ily 
followed  Ms  example.  The  King  himself,  a  dissolute  imbclic-Ter, 
60  far  was  moved  (and  the  smallest  cunceasions  of  the  nileta  of  the 
eart}i  in  such  cases  mu^t  be  handsomely  acknowleclged)  as  to  punish 
ill  others  the  crimes  which  he  persisted  in  practising  htraaelf ;  mid 
as  to  confess  tliiit  the  very  face  of  the  Saint  wua  as  a  mirror,  reflect- 
ing by  the  force  of  contrast  all  the  hideousneas  of  his  own  vicps. 
Revolting,  indeed,  they  were ;  and  faithful  were  the  rebakoa  of  the 
tongue,  no  less  than  of  the  countenance,  of  Xavier.  The  royal  of- 
fender was  at  length  touched  and  awed.  His  eonvereion  waa  about 
to  crown  the  labours  of  his  mouitor  ;  and  the  worsltip  of  Xaca  and 
Anuda  in  the  kingdom  of  Bungo  seemed  waning  to  its  close.  It 
■^raa  an  wicasion  which  demanded  from  their  priesthood  every  sacri* 
Jice ;  nor  was  the  dt-mand  unanswercti.  ^^fl 

For  thirty  years  the  mysteries  of  the  fiuth  of  the  Boozes  hadbee^^^ 
taught  in  the  most  celebrated  of  their  colleges,  by  a  doctor  who  Lad^ 
fathomed  all  divine  and  human  lore  ;  and  who,  except  when  be 
came  forth  to  utter  the  oracidjir  voice  of  more  than  earthly  wisilom, 
■withdrew  froiu  the  eight  of  men  into  a  sacred  rotirt*raent.  then.'  to 
hold  higii  converse  with  the  immnrtals.     Fuearondono,  for  so  hr> 
"Was  called,  announced  his  purposer  to  visit  the  city  luid  [.ulaco  of 
Fuchea,     As  when,  in  the  agony  of  Agamemnon's  camp,  the  son  of 
Thetis  at  If-ngth  grasped  his  massive  ^pear,  and  the  trembling  eea- 
ahorca  resounded  at  his  aleps — so  advanced  to  the  war  of  wonls  the 
great  chieftiiin  of  Japanese  theology,  and  so  rose  the  cry  of  antiei* 
pated  triumph  from  the  rescued  Bonzes.  Terror  seized  the  licentioai 
Ki'pg  himsell',  and   all   foreboded  the   overthrow  of  Xavier  and 
Christiiinity.     "I'o  you  know,  or  luther,  do  you  remeinWr  niel" 
was  the  inrpiiry  with  which  this  momentous  debiitfl  won  op 
"  I  never  saw  you  till  now,"  answertd  the  Saint.     "  A  man  wii 
dealt  with  me  a  thousand  times,  and  wlio  pretends  never  to  liavi) 
Been  mc,  vdll  b«  no  difficult  conquest,"  rejoined  the  most  profound 
of  the  Bouzes.     **  Have  ynu  left  any  of  the  goods  which  1  bought 
of  you  at  the  port  of  Frenajonal"— "  I  was  ucver  a  mi'n-hant,"  said 
the  missionary,  '*  nor  was  1  ever  at  Frenajona." — "  "Ulmt  a  wret«:.hod 
memory  !"  was  the  contemptuous  reply ;  *'Itis  precisely  five  hun- 
dred years  to-day  since  you  and  I  met  at  that  celebrated  mart; 
when,  by  the  same  token,  you  sold  me  a  hundred  pieces  of  silk,  and 
an  exocUent  bargain  I  had  of  it."     From  the  transmigration  of  the 
soul  the  sage  proceeded  to  unfold  the  other  dark  secrete  of  nature- 
such  aa  the  eUirnity  of  matter ;  the  spontaneous  self-formation  of 
all  organiKfHl  beings ;  and  the  pro^ssivo  cleansing  of  the  human 
Bpiril  in  the  nobler  and  holier  of  our  noa,  at  each  successive  cfaang«. 
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nntil  they  aiiam  to  ft  perfect  memory  of  the  past,  and  are  ennbled 
to  retrace  their  wandorings  from  ono  body  to  another  through  all 
pwceding  ages ;  looking  down,  from  the  pinnacles  of  accumulated 
•  wiadom,  on  the  grovalling  multitude,  whose  recollections  are  con- 
Ded  within  the  narrow  limits  of  their  latest  corporeal  cxiatancc. 
That  Xavier  refuted  thesw  [wrplcxing  arguments  we  am  assured  by 
a  Portugaeac  bystander  who  witnessed  the  debute  ;  thou^jh  unhappily 
no TQConl  of  his  arguments  has  come  down  to  ub.  "I  have,"  says 
tbo  historian,  "neither  science  nor  presumption  enough  to  detail 
the  fiubtto  and  solid  reasonings  by  which  the  Saint  destroyed  the 
vain  fancies  of  the  Bonze." 

Yet  the  ^icton'  was  incomplete.  Having  recruited  his  shattered 
forces,  and  accompanied  by  no  less  than  300Q  Bonzea,  Fucorondono 
returned  to  the  attack.  On  his  side  Xavier  appeared  in  the  field 
of  controTersy  attended  by  the  Portugueae  officera  in  their  richest 
appareL  They  stood  uncorereil  in  his  presence,  and  knelt  when 
they  addressed  him.  Their  dispute  now  turned  on  many  a  knotty 
point ; — oa,  for  exarople^  Why  did  Xavier  celebrate  mosses  for  the 
dead,  and  yet  condemn  the  orthodox  Japanese  custom  of  giving 
to  the  Bonze  bills  of  exchange  payable  in  favour  of  the  dead)  So 
subtle  and  diDSnnIt  were  their  inquiries,  that  Xavier  and  his  com- 
panion, the  reporter  of  the  dispute,  ware  com|H!lled  to  believe 
that  the  spirit  of  evil  bad  suggested  them;  and  that  they  were 
at  Last  successfully  answered,  is  ascribed  to  the  incessint  prayers 
which,  during  the  whole  contest,  the  Christiana  otferod  for  their 
champion.  Of  this  second  polemic^  campaign  we  have  a  minute 
and  animated  account.  It  may  be  sufHcient  to  extract  the  conclu- 
BJOQ  of  the  royal  Moderator.  "For  my  own  part,"  he  said,  "as  far 
■3  I  can  juilge,  I  think  that  Father  Xavier  speaks  rationally,  and 
that  the  recit  of  you  don't  know  what  you  are  talking  about.  Men 
most  have  clear  heads  or  leas  violence  than  ynu  have  to  understand 
th&w  difficult  questions.  If  you  arc  deficient  in  faith,  at  least  cm- 
ploy  yoor  reason,  which  might  teacli  you  not  to  deny  truths  so 
evirlenl ;  and  do  not  bark  like  so  many  dogs."  So  saying,  the  King 
of  Bongo  (ti^olved  the  assembly.  Hoyal  and  judicious  as  his-award 
appears  to  Imve  Iwen,  our  Portuguese  chronicler  admits  that  the  di» 
pntantA  on  cither  side  returned  with  opinions  iinnhangcd  ;  and  that| 
from  that  day  forward,  the  work  of  conversion  ceased.  He  applies 
himself  to  find  a  solution  of  the  problem,  why  men  who  had  been 
•0  egregioualy  refuted  should  stiU  cling  to  their  errors ;  and  why 
any  one  shoidd  obalinately  adhere  to  practices  so  irrefragably  proi'cd 
tA  be  alike  foolish  and  criminal.  Tlie  answer,  let  us  hope,  la,  that 
ihe  obstinacy  of  the  people  of  Bungo  was  a  kind  of  lusus  natura^ 
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a  peculiarity  exclnsively  their  own  ;  that  other  religious  teachers 
are  mure  caadiil  than  Uie  Bouzes  uf  Japan  ;  and  that  no  Professor 
of  Divinity  could  elsewhere  be  found  so  obstinately  veddod  to  hin 
own  doctrines  as  was  the  learned  FucarondonoL* 

In  such  controversies,  and  iu  doing  the  work  of  an  OTonf^st  in 
every  otlior  form,  Xavier  saw  the  third  year  of  hia  residence  at 
Japan  glidiug  an'^ay,  when  tidings  of  perplexities  at  the  tnolhcr 
church  of  Gou  recalled  him  thither,  across  seas  so  wide  and  eitonny, 
that  even  the  aicred  lust  of  gold  durst  hardly  hravo  them  in  that 
infancy  of  the  art  of  navij^tion.  As  his  ship  drove  lieforo  tlie 
monsoon,  dragging  after  her  a  smaller  bark  which  she  had  biken 
in  tow,  the  cuiinectiiig  rope^i  were  suddenly  burst  asunder,  and  in 
a  f«'W  minutes  the  twg  vessuls  were  no  longer  in  sight.  Thrice  the 
sun  rofus  and  sot  on  their  dark  course  ;  thfi  unchaineil  elements  roar- 
ing as  in  mad  revelry  around  them,  and  the  ocean  seething  like  a 
cauldron.  Xavier's  shipmates  wept  over  the  loss  of  irieiids  and 
kindrnil  in  the  foundered  Uirk  ;  and  uhuddereil  at  their  own  ap* 
proachiug  ilontu.  Me  also  wept ;  but  his  were  grateful  tears.  As 
tlio  soreajtiin^'  whirlnind  swept  over  the  abyss,  the  present  Deity 
was  revealed  to  his  faithful  woraliippor,  shedding  tranquillity,  and 
peace,  and  joy  over  the  .^lanetuary  of  a  dcvotit  and  conti'.ling  heart 
"  Mourn  not,  my  frietul,"  wna  his  gay  addi"t!sa  to  Edward  de  Gania, 
as  he  lamented  the  loss  of  his  brotlier  ia  tlin  bark  ;  "before  three 
days,  the  (laughter  will  have  i-ctunieJ  to  hiT  mother."  They  were 
weary  and  anxious  days ;  but  as  the  tliird  drew  towarils  a  close  a 
sail  appeared  in  the  horizon.  Def^nng  the  adverse  winds,  she 
made  straight  towanls  them ;  and  at  last  droppeil  alongside,  u 
cahuly  as  the  sea-bird  end:*  her  fl.ight,  and  furls  her  rulllod  plumage 
on  the  SMreUiug  eurge.  The  cry  uf  miracle  burst  from  every  hp ; 
and  well  it  might.  There  was  the  lost  bark,  and  not  the  bark  only, 
bat  Xavier  himself  on  board  her !  What  though  he  had  ridden 
out  the  tempost  in  the  larger  vt-fisd,  the  stay  of  their  drooping 
spirits,  ho  hatl  &i  the  same  time  been  in  the  smaller  ship,  perform- 

*  It  scpm<(  nf>i>e!war]r  to  itnttt,  tbnt  thp  PortiipuMR  traveller  bv  whom  thlt  tlotutc 
i$  repAtted,  is  Fcrdbando  Mendca  Pinto;  i>n  whom  Conprpvc,  in  "  Lot©  tor 
Lure,"  hu  coaferrcd  oa  uncnmble  innortalitr.  "  Capnoi>m  in  ynnr  teeth  ** 
feuliiiu  Foredght  to  Six  Samson  Legend),  "thna  moaern  Maiid4>TUle:  Fer^ 
ainando  Mendei  Pinto  was  but  a  type  m  Ihee,  thou  liar  of  tbe  first  mngiutDde." 
Th«  wits  hare  «Tcr  btcu  at  war  vitB  the  travellers ;  asd  Abjwiniju  ^uce  fus- 
taliHd.  and  has  aurvived,  irtill  raia  tibocks  thao  Piato  tho  {nirataUfft  suffered  at 
tbe  bands  of  Canffreve.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  bo  vai  jin>«eat  with  Xatier 
St  Ja|Hui ;  oor  it  It  ewy  to  diMOvir  aov  reawo  for  dirtnutinf;  this  pttrt  of  his 
oarrative.  The  text  cootAiju  oaly  a  bmf  extract  from  it  If  the  Btorr  bcroaUj 
fictitious,  Pinto  muxi  tuve  posaaned  far  gitnter  knowledge  and  caleats  (e^edallj 
druoatio  tal«at«)  than  have  bHberto  been  flKribed  to  him. 
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ing  there  abo  the  aaine  nliAritahle  offi.^f; ;  lunl  yet,  when  the  two 
hjulti'l  anii  spoke  eA«:h  olliftv,  there  W(t»  hut  oue  Knincis  Xnvier,  and 
he  aimposetUy  stomliun  hy  the  siile  of  Edwurd  de  Gama,  on  the 
ileck  of  the  "  Holy  Cros^."  .Such  was  the  name  of  the  commodore's 
vp-iwrL  Fnr  her  servicts  on  thiw  occasion,  she  ubtained  a  sacred 
chiLrtar  of  immnnity  from  risks  of  everj  kind  ;  and  ag  long  na  her 
timben  continoofl  wmnd.  bounded  merrily  across  seaa  in  which  no 
other  craft  could  Lave  lived. 

l>urin)<  this  wondrous  voyage,  h«r  deck  had  often  been  paced  in 
d«**p  corifl-Ttnue  hy  Xavier  and  lego  de  Peroyra,  her  conuDander. 
Thuii^h  he  pareuud  the  calling  of  a  merchant,  he  hod,  sayR  the 
hiatoruu),  thy  hwut  of  a  princ-o.  Two  groat  ohjejiU  expanded  the 
thoU;;hla  of  J*tin!yrii — the  one,  the  conversion  of  the  L'htnese  empire  ; 
the  otiiur.  hi«  own  iijtpoinlment  as  amboasaiilor  in  the  oele^^tial  court 
of  P'-fciM  la  our  puny  days,  the  dreams  of  tradftwt  in  the  East  are 
ot  iiigopitun.     Itat  in  the  sizt-eenth  century  no  enterprise 

aj';  '  '  them  t-jo  spleuilid  to  contemplate,  or  too  daring  to 

hlu&rd.  Before  liif  "  Holy  Cross  "  had  reached  Goa,  Perejia  had 
pleJ^d  hiK  whole  furtune,  Xavier  hin  inSneiice  and  hiis  life,  to  this 
gifKantie  atlventuri*.  In  the  sprin;;;  of  the  following  year,  theapofltle 
and  thv  anibtisstk'ior  (for  so  for  the  projeot  had  in  a  few  months 
biMsn  accouipli«heil)  si»iitd  from  Goa  in  the  "  Holy  Cross,"  for  the 
then  unexplored  coa*il4  of  China.  As  they  passed  Malacca,  tidings 
eatne  to  Xavier  of  the  tardy,  thouj^h  complete,  fulfilment  of  one  of 
'  ;  preilictions.  Pwstilftnco,  the  minister  of  Divine  vengeance,  was 
^yirifi  waste  that  stiifaocked  and  luxurious  people;  but  the  woe 
irhioh  he  Imd  foretold  hn  w;w  the  foremost  to  alleviato.  Ht-edless 
of  hU  own  safety,  he  rai^^od  the  sick  in  his  arms  and  bore  them  to 
the  h*>spitJtle.  He  esteemed  no  time,  or  place,  or  office,  too  sacred 
for  thin  work  of  mercy.  Ships,  collef-es,  churches,  all  at  his  bid- 
dintt  ht'euiue  so  numy  lazarettos.  Night  and  day  he  lived  among 
ihf  diseaw'd  and  the  dyfng,  or  quitted  them  only  to  beg  food  or 
medicine,  from  door  to  door,  for  tlieir  relief.  For  the  moment,  even 
China  was  forgotten  ;  nor  would  he  advance  a  step,  though  he  were 
to  convert  Christianity  a  thinl  part  of  the  human  race,  so  lontc  as 
one  victim  of  the  plague  demanded  his  Rympathy,  or  could  be 
directed  by  him  to  an  ever-present  and  still  more  oompa-ssionate 
Comforter.  For  tlie  career  of  Xavier  (though  he  knew  it  not)  was 
now  drawing  to  a  close  ;  and  willi  him  the  time  was  ripe  for  prac- 
lining  those  deeper  lessons  of  wisdom  which  he  had  iiubibed  from 
his  l<^ng  and  artaous  eoarse  of  discipline. 

With  her  cables  hiint  lay  the  '*  Holy  Cross"  in  the  port  of 
Malacca  ready  at  length  to  convej  the  embassage  to  China,  when  u 
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diSicalty  arose,  which  not  even  the  prophetic,  spirit  of  Xnvipr  had 
foreseen.  Don  Alvaro  d'AlayJe,  the  govemur,  n  prinilee  of  Uinh 
rank,  regordod  the  envoy  and  his  conimission  with,  tin  ovil  eye.  To 
represent  the  crown  of  Portugal  to  the  greatest  of  earthly  monarchB 
■was,  he  thought,  an  honour  more  meet  for  a  son  of  the  house  of 
Aiaydc,  than  for  a  man  who  had  riaen  from  the  very  dregs  of  the 
people.  The  expected  emoluments  alao  exceeded  the  decencies  of  a 
cupidity  less  tlmn  noble.  He  became  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  foe 
the  a«]vanta^  of  the  service  of  King  Jobu  III.  that  the  exp^lition 
fihould  proceed.  Pereyra  appeared,  before  him  iu  the  humble  pirh 
of  a  suitor,  with  the  offer  of  30,000  crowns  as  a  bribe.  AJi  who 
sighed  for  the  conversion,  or  for  the  commerce  of  China,  lent  the 
aid  uf  their  interceHsious.  Envoys,  saiuta,  and  merchuntu  uuitvd 
their  prayers  iu  vain.  Brandishing  bis  cane  over  their  hwuls, 
Alvaro  swore  that,  so  long  as  he  was  (,'overuor  of  Malacca  and  lap- 
tttin-geueral  of  the  seas  of  Portugal,  the  embassy  should  move  no 
furthfi'.  AVoek  after  week  was  thus  consumed,  and  the  season  was 
faat  wearing  away,  whim  Xavkr  at  length  resolved  on  s  measure  to 
be  jnstitied,  even  in  his  eyts^  only  l>y  extreme  neeeasity,  A  secivl 
of  hi^h  Aigniticanco  had  Ixvim  bnrird  in  hiit  Tiosoiu  since  his 
departun;  from  Europe.  The  time  for  the  disclosure  of  it  bod 
come.  He  produced  a  Papal  Brief,  investing  him  with  the  di;:nily 
and  the  |>owers  of  apostoli>:al  nuncio  in  the  Ennt.  One  more  hin- 
drance to  the  conversion  of  China,  and  the  Church  would  cloth? 
her  neok  with  thundAni.  Alvaro  was  stdl  unmoved  ;  and  aentenre 
of  excommunication  was  solemnly  pronounced  against  him  and  his 
abettors.  Alvaro  answered  by  aequcstraling  the  '*  Holy  Cross 
self.  Xavier  wrote  letters  of  complitiiit  to  the  king.  Al* 
intercepted  them.  One  appeal  was  still  upen  to  the  vicar  of  tl 
vicar  of  Christ.  Prrwtrate  Iwfore  the  altjir,  he  invoked  the  aid 
Heaven  ;  and  rose  with  purposes  continued  and  ho]>es  rcanimal 
In  the  service  of  Alvani,  thonjrh  no  InnjuT  Ix-'uring  the  embassy 
China,  the  "Holy  Cross"  was  to  be  despatched  to  Sancion, 
island  near  the  mouth  of  the  Canton  river,  to  which  the  Portugni 
were  permitted  to  resort  for  trade.  Xa%'ier  resolved  tt  pursue  bis 
voyage  so  far,  and  thence  proceed  to  Macao  to  preach  the  ((^ispHl 
there.  Imprisomnont  was  sure  to  follow.  But  ho  should  have 
Chinese  fellow-prisoners.  Tliesc  at  leo-st  he  might  convert ;  and 
though  his  life  wotdd  pay  the  forfeit,  he  should  leave  behind  him, 
in  these  first  Christiana,  a  hand  nf  missionaries  who  would  pro- 
pagate through  their  native  land  the  faith  which  he  might  only  be 
permitted  to  plant 
It  was  a  compromise  as  welcome  to  AItuo  aa  to  Xavier  himwJt 
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the  "  Hilly  Cross  "  prftpared  for  sea  ;  and  the  Apostle  of  tha 
,  foUoweil  hy  a  giuUiftil  and  adiuinnft  people,  passed  tbrougli 
the  gates  of  Malacca  to  the  l>enclL  Falllug  ou  hU  face  on  the 
earth,  he  poured  forth  a  patsionate.  tbou);h  silent,  pmyer.  His 
^jjody  heaved  and  shook  wiiU  the  llinjey  of  tliat  agonising  hour. 
What  might  be  the  fearfal  portent  none  might  divine,  and  none 
pmsumed  to  aak.  A  contagiouci  terror  passed  from  eye  to  eye,  but 
evory  voice  wjls  hushed.  It  waa  as  the  calm  preowliiig  the  lirat 
thundor'jKvtl  which  ia  to  rend  the  tirmaniont.  Xavier  arose ;  hid 
owiutenance  no  longer  beaming  with  its  aceusloiiied  grace  and 
tend'tni'^.'tii,  hnt  Rlowing  with  a  sacred  indignation,  like  that  of 
Tmiuh  when  breathing  forth  his  inspired  menaces  against  the  King 
of  Babylon.  Standing  on  a  rock  amidst  the  waters,  he  loosed  his 
shoes  from  off  his  ftfet,  smote  lliem  against  each  other  with 
vehement  nution,  and  then  casting  thorn  from  him,  as  still  tainted 
with  the  diwt  of  that  devoted  city,  he  leaped  barefooted  into  the 
hirk,  which  bore  liim  away  for  ever  from  a  place  from  which  ho 
had  so  long  and  vainly  laboured  to  avert  her  impending  doom. 

She  bore  him,  as  be  had  projeL'te^I,  to  the  island  of  Sancian.  It 
was  a  mere  eommea-ial  factory ;  and  the  merchants  who  [Kissed  the 
tnding  8e:i«on  there  vehempntly  opposed  hid  design  of  penetrating 
further  into  China.  True  he  had  ventured  into  the  forest  there, 
Bgiuust  the  tigers  which  infested  it,  with  no  other  weapon  than  a 
TB8B  of  holy  water ;  and  the  savage  beasts,  sprinkled  with  that 
Sftcred  element.  Iiail  for  ever  t1e<]  the  place;  but  the  Mamkrins 
were  fiercer  still  than  they,  and  would  avenge  tlie  preacliing  of  the 
fiaint  on  the  inmates  of  the  factory ;  though  most  guiltlcHS  of  any 
deoign  but  that  of  adding  to  their  heap  of  crowns  and  motdores. 
Long  years  hat]  now  paasod  away  siur-e  the  voice  of  Loyola  had 
been  heard  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  urging  the  solemn  inquiry, 
"What  «hali  it  profit?"  But  the  wonis  still  ning  on  the  ear  of 
Xavier,  and  were  still  tvpeiiled,  though  in  vain,  to  hi-s  worldly 
associates  at  Sancian.  They  ttailed  away  with  their  cargoes,  leaving 
behind  them  oiUy  the  "  Holy  Cross,"  in  charge  of  the  officers  of 
Alvaro,  and  depriving  Xavier  of  all  means  of  crossing  the  channel 
to  Mocio.  They  left  him  destitute  of  shelter  and  of  food,  but  not 
of  hope.  He  had  heard  that  the  King  of  Siaiu  meditated  an 
unbAss)'  to  China  for  the  following  year ;  and  to  Si^m  he  resolved 
to  return  in  AJvaro'a  vessel ;  to  join  himself,  if  poiwiblo,  to  the 
Siamese  envoys ;  and  so  at  length  to  foiee  his  way  into  the  empire. 

But  his  earthly  utils  and  projects  were  now  to  cease  for  ever. 
The  angel  of  death  ap^wared  with  a  summons,  fur  which,  ttinue  death 
fink  eiitered  our  world,  no  man  was  ovor  more  triumphantly  prepared. 
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It  fonnd  him  mi  boani  the  vessel  on  the  point  of  dcpartii 
At  his  own  rc-qiifwt  he  yma  removntl  to  iho  ehnrc^  timt  he  i . 
his  end  with  the  greater  conipoeuTW.  Strctobed  «m  thf  naked  bpach, 
with  the  cold  blasts  of  a  Chinese  winter  aggravating  his  paina,  he 
contended  alone  with  the  agouics  of  tlic  fever  whicli  wasted  his  vital 
power.  It  was  an  agony  and  a  solitnde  for  which  the  happiest  of  the 
eons  of  men  mifiht  well  have  exchanged  the  dearejit  society  and  tho 
purest  of  the  joys  of  life.  It  was  an  agony  in  which  his  stiU-iiplifteti 
cruciiix  itauiuded  him  of  a  far  more  awful  woe  eudiired  for  his  de- 
liverance. It  was  a  golitnde  thronged  by  blessed  ministers  of  peace 
and  consolation,  visible  in  all  tlit-ir  bright  and  lovely  aspecti)  to  the 
now  unclouded  eyo  of  faith  ;  and  nuilibleto  thedjing  martyr  tin  ' 
the  yielding  bars  of  his  mortal  prison-house,  in  stniina  of  exult  i 
till  Uieu  unheard  and  uimnaj^iued.  Tears  burst  from  Ixis  fiidinu  l;,  r.-i, 
tears  of  an  emotion  too  biy  for  utterain^e.  In  tlie  cold  collapse  of 
death  his  features  were  for  a  few  hiid  raoments  irm<li:itMl  as  with 
the  first  beams  of  approaching  glor>'.  He  raised  himself  on  his 
cruciiix  j  and  exclaiming,  In  te,  iJomine,  sjjeravi — rum  eon/uruiar  m 
aientum  I  he  bowe<l  his  head  and  dit^d. 

"Wliy  consume  many  words  in  delineating  a  character  which  tan 
he  disposed  of  in  three  1  Xavier  was  a  fanatic,  a  Papist,  and  * 
Jesuit.  Comprehensive  and  incontrovertible  as  the  climax  is,  it 
yet  does  not  eathaiwt  tlie  censures  to  which  ho  is  ohnoxiouK,  H)t 
understanding,  that  is, the  mere  cogitative  faculty,  was  deficient  in 
originality,  in  cleaniess,  and  iu  force.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a 
religious  dogma  which  he  would  not  have  embraced,  at  tlie  conuiiaud 
of  bis  teachers,  with  the  same  infantine  credulity  with  which  be  n> 
ceived  the  legends,  and  the  creeds  wliirh  they  aotmilly  imposed  upon 
him.  His  faith  was  not  victorious  over  doubt ;  for  doubt  uevur  for 
cue  passing  moment  assailed  it,  Supenitition  might  boast  in  him 
one  of  the  most  complete  as  well  as  one  of  the  mo@t  illustrious  of  her 
conquedto.  She  led  him  through  a  land  peopled  ^ith  viMoniu^ 
forma,  and  resounding  with  ideal  voices — a  knd  of  prodigies  and 
portents,  of  ineffable  discourse  aiid  unearthly  melodies.  She  Indft 
him  look  on  this  fair  world  as  on  si^mo  dungeon  unvisited  by  the 
breath  of  heaven  ;  and  on  the  glorious  face  of  nature,  and  the  channa 
of  social  life,  as  so  many  snares  and  pitfalls  for  his  feet.  At  her 
voice  he  starved  and  laceratwl  lus  body,  and  rivalled  the  meanest 
pauper  in  tilth  and  wretchedness.  Harder  still,  she  sent  him  forth, 
to  establish  among  half-civilised  tribes  a  wonihip  which  to  them  was 
bat  httle  more  than  a  new  idolatry  ;  and  to  inculcate  a  morality  in 
which  tho  more  arduous  virtues  of  the  Christian  life  were  made  to 
yield  precedence  to  ritual  forms  and  outward  ceremonies.    And : 


never  did  the  polytheism  of  ancient  or  of  modf-rn  Homo  assign  a  scat 
om^ng  the  duDii-guUd  to  a  lit^ru  of  nobler  mould,  or  of  a  more  ex&lted 
maKiuinimily,  than  Francis  Xavier. 

He  lived  among  men  aa  if  to  show  how  little  the  gjandcar  of  the 
hunmn  «oul  dc{>end8  on  mere  int<41cctuiil  powur.  It  was  his  to  de> 
moDstraU*  \rilh  what  vivilic  rays  a  heart  imbued  with  tlie  love  of  God 
and  man  may  wanii  and  kindle  the  nationa,  however  dense  may  be 
the  exhalat'iouii  thruttgh  wUich  the  giant  pursues  his  course  &oia  the 
one  end  of  h^Mtven  to  the  other.  Scholara  criticiaerl,  wits  ridiculed, 
prodent  men  admonishetl,  and  krngs  opposed  him  ;  but  on  moved 
FmOLia  Xa\*ier,  borne  forward  by  an  impulse  which  cnished  and 
scattered  to  the  winds  all  such  ptmy  oWtiKles.  In  ten  short  ycois, 
as  if  mercy  ha-I  lent  btiii  wings>  and  faith  an  imp^netraltle  armour, 
he  tnveTAed  oceans,  isknda,  and  continents,  through  a  track  equal 
to  more  than  twirjc  the  circumference  of  our  globe ;  ever^'where 
pnsiching,  dispating,  bajitiziug,  and  founding  Christian  churches. 
There  is  at  least  one  well-atithenticated  miracle  in  Xavier's  story. 
It  iSt  that  any  mortal  man  should  have  sustained  such,  toils  as  he 
did  ;  and  have  sutttaineil  them  too,  not  merely  %nth  coinjK)iiurR,  hut 
u  if  in  obe<lience  to  some  inilestructible  exigency  of  his  nature, 
"The  Fatlier  Slaat^r  Francis"  (the  woTfls  are  tho.s(t  nf  his  associate, 
Melchior  Xunei),  "  when  labouiing  for  the  salraticn  of  idolaters, 
secmtHl  to  act,  not  by  any  acqtiired  power,  but  as  by  some  natural 
instinct ;  fur  he  coidd  neither  take  pleasure  nor  even  exUt  except  in 
Buch  eniploynipnts.  They  were  his  rejwse  ;  and  when  he  was  lead- 
ing men  i>^  the  knowledge  and  the  love  of  God,  howevi^r  much  be 
ejurt«d  himself,  he  never  appeared  to  he  making  any  elTort." 

Seven  hundred  thousand  converts  (for  in  these  matters  Xavier's 
ealngists  are  not  parsimonious)  are  ntimbered  as  the  fruits  of  his 
mission;  nor  is  the  extravagance  so  extreme  if  the  word  "conx-er' 
sion "  be  ondorstool  in  the  senBe  in  wliich  they  used  it  Kings, 
rajabs,  and  princes  were  always,  when  possible,  the  first  objects  of 
hw  care.  Some  such  conquests  he  certainly  made ;  and  aa  the 
flocks  wonld  often  follow  their  sKepherds,  and  as  the  gate  into  tlie 
Cbzuti&n  fold  was  not  made  very  strait,  it  may  have  been  entered 
by  many  tiiouwuwls  and  tens  of  thoueauds.  But  if  Xavier  laoght 
the  mij^jhty  of  the  eartli,  it  was  for  the  sake  of  the  poor  and  miaer- 
ftbla,  and  with  them  ho  chiefly  dwelt.  He  dwelt  with  them  on 
tcmis  ill  enough  corre?-{>nnding  with  the  vulgar  notions  of  a  saint. 
**Yoni,  my  friends,"  said  he  to  n  hauil  uf  soldiers  who  had  hidden 
tboir  cards  at  las  approach,  "belong  to  no  religious  order,  nor  can 
you  pass  whole  days  in  devotion.  Amuse  yourselves.  To  you  it  is 
not  forbidden,  if  you  neither  cheat,  quarrel^  nor  swear  when  yon 
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pUy."  ThGn.  good-humouredly  sitting  dawn  in  the  midat  of  them, 
he  chAUenged  one  of  the  party  to  a  game  at  chess ;  and  was  found 
at  the  board  by  Don  Diego  Noragua,  whiee  curiosity  bad  brought 
him  from  iar  to  see  so  holy  a  nuui,  aud  to  catch  eomo  fragments  or 
that  solemn  discourse  which  must  ever  be  flowing  from  hLs  lipN. 
The  grandee  would  have  died  in  the  belief  that  the  saint  was  a 
hypocrite,  unless  by  good  fortune  he  had  afterwards  (as  we  arc  told) 
chanced  to  break  in  on  hia  retirement,  and  to  iind  him  thero  sii»- 
pended  between  earth  and  heaven,  in  a  rapture  of  devoliou,  with  a 
bnlo  of  cel'L'^tiiU  glory  enutrcling  his  head ! 

Xo  mention  will  be  found  in  the  letters  of  Xavier  of  any  such 
miraculous  visitations,  or  of  any  other  of  the  supernatural  perfrtrm- 
ance?,  ascribed  to  him  by  his  Church.  Such  at  least  is  the  result  of 
a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  of  the  five  books  into  which  his 
Bpistles  are  divided.  He  was  too  humble  a  man  to  think  it  pro- 
bable that  he  should  be  the  depositary  of  so  divine  a  gift ;  and  too 
honest  to  advance  any  such  claims  to  the  admiration  of  mankind. 
Indeed  he  seema  to  have  been  amused  vnth  the  facility  with  whirh 
bis  friends  assented  to  these  prodigies.  Two  of  them  repeated  to 
liim  tlie  tale  of  his  having  rained  a  de.id  child  to  life,  and  preaeod 
him  to  reveal  the  truth.  **  "U'bat  I "  he  replied,  *'  I  raise  the  dead ! 
Can  you  really  belipve  such  a  thing  of  a  wretch  like  mot*"  Then 
amiling,  he  added,  "They  did  indeed  place  before  me  a  child.  They 
said  it  was  dead,  which  perhaps  was  not  the  case.  I  told  him  to 
get  np,  and  he  did  so,  l>o  you  call  that  a  miracle  ? "  But  in  this 
matter  Xavier  wag  not  allowwi  to  judge  for  Iiimself.  Re  was  a 
Thaomaturgiis  in  his  own  despite;  and  this  very  denial  ia  quoted 
by  his  admirers  as  a  proof  of  bis  profound  humility.  Could  he,  by 
some  second  sight,  have  read  the  Bull  of  his  own  canonisation,  he 
would  doubtlejis,  in  defiance  of  his  senses,  have  believed  (for  Iwlief 
was  alwa^'B  at  his  nommimd)  that  the  Church  knew  much  better 
than  he  did,  and  tliat  he  had  been  reversing  the  laws  of  natan 
without  perceiving  it ;  for  at  the  distance  of  rather  more  than  half 
a  century  from  his  death.  Pope  Urban  VIII.,  with  the  unanimous 
assent  of  alt  the  cardinals,  patriarchs,  archbishops,  and  bishops,  in 
sacred  conclave  assembled,  pledged  his  papal  infallibility  tct  the 
miracles  already  recorded,  and  to  many  mor«.  And  who  will  bo  so 
ao*ptical  as  to  doubt  their  reality,  when  he  is  informed  that  deposi- 
tions, taken  in  proof  of  them,  were  read  before  that  august  assembly ; 
and  that  the  apotheosis  was  opposed  there  by  a  learned  person,  who, 
as  usual  in  such  cases,  appeared  at  their  bar  in  the  rbamcter,  and 
with  the  title,  of  "the  Devil's  advocate"!  A  scoffer  might  indeed 
suggest  that  if  the  law)'er  really  laboured  to  refute  falsehood,  ha 
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',  hftve  betrnyeil  tho  interests  of  his  clients  ;  and  that  tho  Fnthor 
f  Lies  probably  instructed  hia  counsel  to  make  a  ahaoi  tight  of  it, 
in  order  Uint  one  lie  the  more  mi^ht  be  eetabli&hed  among  men  in 
the  form  of  a  new  idol  worship.  Without  exploring  so  dork  a  qiiA»- 
tion,  it  may  be  serinnslr  rcpretted  that  euch  old  wives'  fublea  have 
been  pemiitt&l  to  sully  the  genoine  hiatory  of  bo  many  men  of 
whom  the  world  was  not  worthy,  and  of  none  more  tlian  Francis 
Xavier.  They  have  long  olwcured  his  real  glory,  and  degraileil  him 
to  the  low  level  of  a  vulj^ar  liero  of  occleeiiistical  romance.  Stripped 
of  these  piie-rile  einlndliHhments, — with  no  title  to  the  homage  due 
to  genius  an  J  to  leaminj;, — and  not  included  in  the  number  of  those 
who  have  allied  the  progreas  of  speculative  truth, — he  emergiM  from 
those  lower  regions,  clad  with  tho  mild  brilliancy,  and  rttspleudent 
in  tho  matchless  beauty,  whidi  belong  to  tho  human  natiiro,  when 
ripening  fu^t  iu^-)  a  perft^et  union  with  the  divine,  lie  had  attaiuud 
to  thai  childlike  alliance  in  the  Anthor  of  his  being,  which  gives  an 
tioreslraincil  pluy  to  evorv  bL-iinr;IeA<i  hnpnl.so,  even  when  that  awful 
prpaence  is  the  moat  habitually  felt.  His  was  a  sanctity  which,  at 
fitting  seasons,  could  even  disport  itself  in  jests  and  trifling,  ^o 
man,  however  abject  liis  condition,  disgusting  his  maladiejs  or  hate- 
fbl  hw  r.rirae«,  ever  turned  to  Xavier  without  learning  that  there 
was  at  Icadt  one  human  heart  on  which  ho  might  repose  with  all  the 
confidence  of  a  brother's  love.  To  his  eye  the  meanest  and  the 
lowest  rft!ot?t«d  the  image  of  ITim  whom  he  foUowod  and  adored  ; 
nor  did  hn  suppose  that  he  could  ever  sen'e  the  Saviour  of  mankind 
lo  acceptably  as  by  miuLstcring  to  their  sorrows,  an<l  recalling  them 
ilito  the  way  of  peace.  It  is  easy  to  smile  at  bis  visions,  to  detect 
his  errttrtt,  to  ridicule  the  extravagant  austerities  of  his  life,  and 
even  xo  show  how  much  his  misguided  zeal  eventually  counteracted 
ki»  own  designs.  Hut  with  our  philosophy,  our  luxuricfl,  and  our 
widL'r  exjieriunco,  it  is  not  eiisy  for  ns  to  estimate  or  to  comprehend 
the  carter  of  such  a  man.  Between  his  thoughts  and  our  thoughts 
there  is  but  Utile  in  common.  Of  our  wis«.lom  ho  knew  nothing, 
■atl  would  have  desjtised  it  if  he  had.  Philanthropy  was  his  jias- 
■ion;  reftkless  daring  his  delight;  and  faith,  glowing  in  meridian 
«]dendfiiir,  the  sun^^hiiie  in  which  he  walked.  Ho  judgeil  or  felt 
(and  who  shall  say  that  he  judged  or  felt  erroneously  1)  that  tho 
Church  dcmandcil  an  illii.striouH  sucrilice,  and  that  he  vctia  to  bo  tho 
Ticttm  ; — that  a  voice  which  had  bwn  dumb  for  lifteen  centuriea 
must  at  length  he  raised  ag.ain,  and  that  to  him  that  voice  had  been 
imparled  ; — that  a  new  Apostle  must  go  forth  to  break  up  tho  in- 
onutfitiona  of  man's  loug-hareleued  heart,  nnd  that  to  him  that 
apoetolate  had  boea  committed.    So  judging  or  so  foeltng,  he  obej'od 
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the  suniaions  of  him  whom  he  regarded  as  Christ's  ricAr  on  mr 
uud  the  echoes  from  uo  subltuiary  region,  which  the  summi^B 
&«^meU  to  awaken  in  hi«  bosom.  In  holding  up  lo  reverential  ad- 
miration such  8elf-«ajcn£ce8  as  his,  slight,  indeed,  is  the  danger  of 
8tiniidating  an  enthusiastic  iinitatioiu  EiitliiiRiiisni !  our  pulpits 
distil  their  bland  rhfitoric  a^iiu»t  it ;  but  where  is  it  to  be  found  t 
Do  not  our  shnro  mnrkots,  thronged  even  by  the  devout,  ovcrby  it 
■ — and  our  rich  benefices  extin^iish  it— and  our  pontecostfi,  in  the 
daztUug  month  of  Tifay,  distupaU^  it— and  our  &ti[>endiary  mis^oua. 
antl  our  miti-es,  decked,  even  in.  heathen  lanii*,  with  jewela  aud  with 
lordly  titles— do  they  not,  as  so  inany  lightning  conductors,  effect- 
ually divert  it  I  There  is  indeed  the  Inckadnidoal  enthusiasm  of  da- 
vrjtional  ex^noncea,  and  tlie  aentimeiitiil  enthusiasm  of  religious 
b.uaoris  and  the  oratorical  enthusiasm  of  clmritable  platforms,  and 
the  tractarian  enthusiasm  of  eertain  wcll-bcnehced  ascetics  ;  but  in 
what,  except  the  name,  Hu  they  resemble  the  "  God-in-us  "  enthusiasm 
of  Francis  Xavler — of  Xavier  the  magnanimous,  the  holy,  and  the 
gay ;  the  canonised  saint,  not  of  Rome  only,  but  of  universal  Chris- 
tendom ;  who,  if  at  thJR  hour  there  remaine<l  not  a  solitary  Christian 
to  claim  and  to  rejoiu**  in  his  spiritual  ancestry,  should  yet  live  in 
hallowed  and  overhuiting  remembiunce,  as  the  man  who  has  be- 
queathed to  these  later  a^es,  at  once  the  clearest  proof  and  the  most 
illustrious  example,  that  even  amidst  tlie  enervating  arts  of  our 
modem  civilisation  the  apostolic  energy  may  still  burn  with  all  its 
prinueral  ardour  in  the  human  soul,  when  animated  and  diructed  bf 
a,  power  more  than  human. 

Xavier  died  in  the  year  15,')2,  in  the  forty-seventh  year  of  bis  a^ 
and  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  absence  from  Kuro^K*.  During  his 
residence  in  the  East,  he  had  maintained  a  froquent  correepondenco 
with  the  General  of  lus  Order.  Their  lett«r8  breathe  the  tendemeei 
which  is  one  of  the  indispensable  elements  of  the  heroic  cluiract«r. 
But  it  was  a  grave  though  an  intense  aifectioo,  never  dcgeneratins 
into  fondnf^ss,  but  chasttinrd  by  filial  reverenife  on  the  one  side,  and 
by  parental  authority  on  thy  other. 

It  was,  indeed,  as  a  father,  or  rather  as  a  patriarch,  exercising  ft 
enpTomo  command  over  his  family,  and  making  laws  for  their  future 
gorcrument,  that  Ignatius  pnssed  the  last  twenty  jeais  of  his  Uf& 
iso  longer  a  wanderer  thruugh  the  world,  captivating  or  overawioj; 
the  minds  of  men  by  marvels  addressed  to  their  inuf^ination,  be 
dwelt  in  the  eccleaiasticai  capital  of  the  West,  giving  form  and  sub- 
stance to  the  visions  which  had  lirsl  fallen  upon  liim  at  tlie  Mount 
of  Ascension,  and  which  had  immovably  abided  with  him  tbroogh 
every  saccMdiiig  pilgrimage. 


Of  the  prqjficts  of  h\n  later  d»ys,  the  moat  oherishe^i  was  ihat  of 
ttauiLii^,  at  the  Centml  College  of  the  Jesnita  at  Rome,  the  pupils 
who  were  to  propagate  his  society  throughout  the  world.  All  lan- 
guufres  Bjid  aU  sciences  were  taught  there,  Tho  seholare  conteuded 
with  each  other  iu  public  for  Literal^'  honouTB,  and  exhibited  before 
the  IcarttMil  and  the  great  tlieir  skill  in  dramatic  recitation.  Such 
was  the  solicitude  of  Ignatius  for  their  improvement,  that  he  invited 
them  to  crilieiso  hi»  own  rrolloquial  Italian ;  for,  having  acquin*d 
that  Uncage  hite  in  life,  he  sp<.>ku  it  impurfectly  ;  an<I  wa«  willing 
to  compromiae  even  his  own  hnWtual  and  well-stiatainerl  dignity,  if 
fit  hfi  uitglit  imprefui  rm  hig  n^oph^'tes  Iho  importance  of  excelling  in 
thofie  vernacular  tongues,  by  the  use  of  which  they  were  destined  to 
enriiuuter  and  rival  tlnnr  Protectant  advpraaries. 

H"  was  not,  however,  permitted  to  devote  his  declining  years  to 

BQch  peaceful  purmiitB  aa  these  ;  but  yielded  to  tlie  law  which  con- 

t»»   the   lifH-loiig   hostility   of  mankind   ever)'  innovator  who 

itiier  brejkka  up  their  inveterate  habits,  or  discredits  their  cherished 

maxima. 

In  Spain,  Ignatitu  was  assailed  by  Melchior  Cano,  a  Dominican 
monk,  by  the  Archbishop  of  Toledo,  and  by  the  Vicar- CJeneral  of 
Siinigoesa ;  all  of  whom  appear  to  have  braved  his  power,  in  the 
Bccret  assurance  of  support  from  the  Kmperor  Charles  Y.  Melchior 
denounced  tho  tTosuitA  and  their  General  aa  impostors.  Their  in- 
fluence, it  iM  said,  consigned  him  to  an  honourable  banishment  as 
Bishop  of  the  Canaries.  But  ho  quickly  resigned  his  mitre,  and, 
rasiuning  his  invectives,  continued  them  with  impunity  till  death, 
itaelf  silenced  hiui.  The  Archbishop  launched  against  the  new 
Order  hot  tbundorbolte  of  interdict  and  cxonmmuiii cations,  as 
usurper*  of  his  archii-pifn'^opal  privileges  ;  and,  though  Ignatius  met 
the  Sturm  with  pii]>al  briefs  and  cdictJi  from  the  royal  councU,  ho 
waa  compelled  t^  propitiate  his  powerful  antagonist  by  humiliating 
■obmiaaions.  Encouraged  perhaps  by  this  success  of  liis  neighbour, 
the  Vicar-Ueaeml  of  Saragossa  brought  into  the  tield  against  the 
«ame  enemies  the  same  spiritual  artillery  of  mandates  and  anathtv 
ma.'i.  AlormncI  to  find  themaelvea  thus  cut  off  from  all  Chri.'itinn 
nfiiree,  and  from  all  the  sacraments  of  the  Chnrch,  the  citizens  linit 
ftirioualy  drove  away  the  Jesuite ;  and  then,  with  true  popular  con- 
rintenoy,  aa  forionsly  drove  away  the  VioM-Genera!  and  his  clergj-. 
The  intmsive  Order  triumphed,  and  estaUished  themselves  at  Sara- 
goaaa,  both  as  ministera  of  religion,  and  as  t^wcherf  of  youth.  It 
Vtt  a  triumph  doomed  to  a  late,  but  lamentable  expiation. 

In  France,  Ignatius  cont-ended  long  and  without  success  for  the 
i«cei>tioa  and  aetlleonent  of  Lis  society.     Though  the  Canlinal  of 
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Ixjmtine  was  hia  advocntp,  and  Heur^  II.  issued  lettera-pntrnt' 
authorisiug  the  eetablishment  of  a  Jesuit  honse  and  college  iii  I'mLs, 
tlie  Purliament  refxised  to  reyieler  the  grant ;  aiid,  when  urged  by 
the  royal  commanda  to  obedience,  op])0&ed  to  them  an  anpry 
TftmonstrancG.  The  University  secoudcd  the  Parliament.  The 
Sorbtiune  prumulgattd  a  "  concluaiou  "  in  their  BUjiport.  llie  Arch- 
bishop poured  down  a  pitiless  stunn  of  declarations,  proliifcitiuns, 
and  ct^nsiires  upon  the  beads  of  Iho  ftiispi>cted  and  nniwpiiliir 
Jftsuits.  Neither  the  King,  the  CardinaJ,  nor  the  General  could 
inako  head  against  tlio  thick  flight  of  theso  ecclesiastical  nii;e£itca. 
tio  the  churchmen  and  the  profeaaors  of  Paria  rctaini^d  their  mono- 
poly of  preiiohing  and  lecturing ;  the  JesuiU  taking  refuge  at  St 
(lemiaine,  where,  beyond  thu  reach  of  the  inetrrtpolitau  jurtiidictiaD, 
they  viiited  the  arrival  of  more  propitious  days. 

In  Portugal  still  uiuni  forroidable  disasters  exercised  the  fortii 
of  iKnutius.  Under  the  genial  teams  of  royal  favour,  his  instit 
tioii  had  tliriwii  but  too  luxiuiautly  in  that  kingdom,  and  _ 
idready  exhibiting  ajiiiptoins  of  comiption  and  decay.  Tlio  .Trsuit 
CoUego  at  Coimbra  wels  crowded  with  youths  of  family  and  fortune, 
who  hud  rapidly  degeuemted  into  the  lawless  and  self-iudalpjut 
habila  of  secular  colle^ana.  Rodriguez,  tho  provinciid  of  Portugal, 
a  ruler  of  a  gentle  nature  and  too  ca«y  compliance,  had  bwn  unnlilu 
to  restrain  their  petulance,  or  to  punish  their  vices ;  and  was 
placed  by  the  indignant  General  to  make  way  for  Miron,  a  m« 
renowned  for  austerity,  and  endowed  with  an  inflexible  stomne 
But  the  severities  of  )Iiron  were  followed  by  an  open  revolt  of  th 
Htudenta  ;  and  so  formidable  was  their  rcmstance,  that  oven  Ignatij 
was  compelled  to  temporise.  It  wa*  not,  however,  in  hia  nature 
make  a  permanent  sociificc  of  any  part  of  liis  authority.  Ho 
jugated  the  rebels  at  length ;  but  it  was  by  a  method  which,  at  ail 
other  time,  and  in  any  other  hands,  might  pass  for  the  fabiiloua. 

The  rector  of  the  college  of  Coimbra  magnanimou&ly  rej»Ived 
make  a  public  and  painful  expiation  in  his  own  person  for  tl] 
ofluoces  of  his  pupils.     With  hts  back  and  shoulders  bare, 
"Wielding  in  hia  hand  a  scouxgo,  be  traversed  the  city,  infli<;ting 
his  naked  back  a  succession  of  well-aimed  and  fonuidable  strip 
and  explaining  to  the  astonished  multitude  the  vicarious  nature 
this  self-inflicted  punishment.     The  example   was  of  course 
reaistihlc     Other  Joauita  quickly  followed  the  rector,  lashing  ill 
GcJves   with  emulous  severity.       The    lascination    spread.       T\ 
refractory  students  themselves  at  length  joined  the  espiatoiy  pll 
cession,  till  they  reached  the  college;  where  they  arrived  sound' 
whipped,  excoriated,  bleeding,  and  exhausted ;  and  resolved 
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more  to  provoke  the  mysterious  power  with  whieli  they  had,  to  do— 
H  powor  which  could  thus,  by  an  incomprehensible  lutluence,  couipd 
ihtir  own  wills  to  pronounce,  and  their  own  umia  to  oxwmU',  u 
KUt^ici*  of  sliQiue  and  suffering,  such  as  no  other  judge  would  have 
V0ntuix'«l  to  imp<wc. 

The  j,TOAt  enchanter  himself  was  now,  however,  to  submit  to  the 
eommou  Joom.  The  spiritual  eovorcignty  of  which  lie  was  the 
Bjf  hitrtit  hfid,  in  leas  than  a  quarter  of  a  centurj*,  acfjuired  an  ex- 
tension idoiost  a»  grcat,  and  an  eslahlishmeut  almost  es  timi,  sa  that 
which  the  I'apacy  had  gained  by  the  unremitting  labours  of  a 
thoiiiuind  ypara.  Hut,  on  the  :JOlb  of  July,  I.^flfJ,  the  strony  man 
retfiveil  tlie  summons  to  render  up  his  soul  to  him  who  >;ave  it. 
Bd  Unm?rod  tiU  the  following  day  and  then  die<l ;  hut,  strun;;;*  to 
lIlQr,  "uuanointed,  unannealcd,"  without  the  bone<iictton  of  the 
iPopP,  or  the  sacramentii  of  his  Chtuoh.  It  i»  alleged  by  hii<  fiiends 
thiil,  iu  the  e^ini  of  obedience  to  his  phyaiciau,  he  had  postponed 
till  Um  l»te  the  demand  of  these  spiritual  aids.  II  i»  enemies  exult 
over  him  ;i8  having  betrayed,  by  this  lai«t  act  of  indifl'erenco  to  the 
offices  of  Tf  liiHon,  the  hitent  iii11<ieJity  and  the  secret  falsehood  of  his 
life.  The  nioi-o  charitable  ia  iucompambly  the  more  probable 
hyj)othe*is.  They,  however,  who  have  studied  Christjimity  in  the 
life  an<l  the  discourst*  of  its  divine  Autlior,  rather  than  in  systems  of 
do^tatic  lUeoKigy,  will  venture  to  believe  th»t  the  ai'cqtlance  of  a 
dytni.'  mail  by  his  Malter  depends  on  sumething  intinik'ly  higher 
and  more  holy  than  any  priestly  absolution  or  sacerdotal  chrism. 

Some  unconacioua  lovo  of  power,  a  mind  bewildered  by  many 
gross  suj)erstitions  and  many  theoretical  errors,  and  perhajis  some 
tinge  of  insanity,  may  be  Juutty  iiscriWd  to  Ignatius  Loyola.  Unt 
no  diiipiuMtoiiate  student  of  his  hfe  will  question  his  integrity,  or 
deny  him  tho  praise  of  a  devotion  at  once  sincere,  habitual,  and 
profound.  It  is  not  to  the  glory  of  the  Reformed  to  depreciate  thtiir 
greittcfit  antagonist;  or  to  think  meanly  of  him,  by  whom,  more 
tiian  by  any  otlier  man,  the  Refuimatiou  was  stayed,  and  the  Church 
of  Kome  rescued  from  her  impending  doom. 

In  thu  language  now  current  amongst  us,  Ignatius  migBt  be  de- 
ecriheil  tm  the  leader  of  the  conservative,  against  the  inno'\'ating  spirit 
of  his  timca.  It  wan  an  age,  as  indeed  is  every  era  of  great  popular 
revolutions,  when  the  impulsive  or  centrifugal  forces  which  k-nd  to 
iioUte  man,  preponderating  over  the  attractive  or  cen1riiH.'tal  Ibrces 
which  tend  to  congregate  him,  had  det^tniycd  the  buliuice  uf  the 
Kwial  system.  Fmm  amidst  the  controversieji  which  then  agitated 
Uifi  world  had  emerged  two  great  truths,  of  which,  after  thri-o  hun- 
dred yeatB*  ^^^^^^^^^^to  lind  tlie  reconcilement,^ 
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tliat  the  OirisLian  Communwealth  ought  to  be  one  coiitiK.mtif;nt  IkkIj", 
united  under  one  supreme  head  and  bound  together  by  a  community 
of  lav,  of  doctrinei  and  of  worship.  It  was  also  trae  that  each 
member  of  that  body  was  obliged  for  himself,  on  his  own  ivspon* 
sibiUty,  and  at  his  own  peril,  to  rentier  that  worship,  to  ascertain 
that  doctrine,  to  study  that  law,  and  to  seek  the  guidance  of  that 
Supreme  Kider.  IJetween  these  corporate  duties  and  these  individoal 
obUgatictna,  there  was  a  seeming  contrariety.  And  yet  the  contra- 
diction miLst  1)e  apponmt  only,  and  nut  real ;  for  all  truths  must  be 
consistent  with  eaeh  other.  Here  was  a  problem  for  the  Icmncd 
and  the  wise,  for  eehoois,  and  presses,  and  pclpita  Bui  it  is  not  by 
sagpft,  nor  in  the  spii-it  of  philosophy,  that  such  problems  receive 
their  practical  solution.  Vriddom  may  be  the  ultimate  arbiter,  bat 
is  seldom  the  immediate  agent  in  human  affairs.  It  is  by  anta^oist 
pasaion-4,  prejudices,  and  follies,  that  the  cj|uipoi8e  of  this  most  belli- 
geront  planet  of  ours  is  chieily  preserved  in  our  own  days ;  and  so  it 
was  in  the  sixteenth  centuiy.  If  Papal  Rome  had  her  Brennus, 
she  must  also  have  her  Camillus.  From  the  camp  of  the  invadera 
arose  the  war-cry  of  absolute  mental  independence ;  from  the  bfr 
leagnered  host,  the  watchword  of  aljsolute  spiritual  obedience,  Tha 
Gcrniim  i>oiuted  the  way  to  that  sacred  solitude  where,  besidw  the 
worshipper  himself,  none  may  enter ;  the  Spaniard  to  that  iuuuzner^ 
able  contpany,  which,  wilh  one  accord,  still  chant  the  liturt,'ie8,  and 
recite  the  orcods,  of  i-emotest  generations.  ChietWina  in  tho  moat 
momentous  warfare  of  which  this  earth  had  been  the  theatre  since 
the  suliversiou  of  Vagauism,  each  was  a  rival  worthy  of  the  other  in 
capacity,  coura^  dismterestedaess,  and  the  love  of  trutlL  And  yet 
how  marvellous  the  contrast  I 

Luther  took  to  -wife  a  nun.  For  thirty  years  together,  TJ^yoU 
never  once  looked  on  the  female  countenance.  To  overthrt^w  the 
houses  of  the  order  to  wliich  he  belonged,  was  the  triumph  of  tha 
lefonner.  To  establish  a  new  order  on  indeatructibie  foundations, 
the  glory  of  the  saiuU  The  career  of  the  one  was  opened  in  the  cell, 
and  concluded  amidst  the  cares  of  secular  government  The  coune 
of  life  of  tho  other,  led  him  from  a  youth  of  camp«  and  jialacee  to 
&n  old  ^e  of  religious  abstraction.  I)einons  haunted  both  ;  bat  to 
the  northern  visionary  tliey  appt^arod  as  foul  or  maliguanC  fiends, 
with  whom  he  was  to  agonise  in  spiritual  strife ;  to  the  southern 
dreamer,  as  angels  nf  light  marshalling  his  way  to  celestial  blessed- 
ness. As  best  became  bis  Teutonic  honesty  and  singleness  of  hout, 
Luther  aimed  at  no  perfection  but  such  as  may  consist  with  Qm 
everyday  cares,  and  the  common  duties,  and  the  innocent  delights  of 
our  eocud  existence;  at  once  the  foremost  of  heroes,  and  a  very 
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man ;  now  opprusB«l  with  meUnoholy,  and  defying  tlie  powcra  o{ 
djirknesa,  satnmc  or  humui ;  then  "  rejuicing  in  gUdnesfl  and  Uiank- 
ftiluess  ojr  heart  for  all  his  abunckiico  ;"  lovinj;  and  beloved ;  com- 
munuig  with  tho  wifo  of  hiR  bosom  ;  prottting  with  Iua  uhildmn ; 
surraudering  hia  ovarburdijntid  mind  to  t)ie  chanm  of  mii^ic ;  awake 
to  every  gentle  voice,  and  to  tsu-'b  cheerful  aspKt  of  nature  or  of 
art ;  reapondiug  aUke  to  ever}'  tlivinB  impulao  and  to  every  humtui 
fwling  ;  no  chonl  unstnin^  in  his  spiritual  or  sensitivB  fmme,  hut 
«U  blending  togf^ttioj-  in  harmonies  as  copiuna  aji  tlie  bounties  of 
Providence,  and  as  c}iung<;ful  as  iho.  vicissitudes  of  life.  How  re- 
mote from  the  ■'periection"  which  Loyola  proposed  to  himseli",  and 
■which  (unless  we  presume  to  ditstrust  the  Bulla  by  which  he  was 
beatili<ed  and  ainonised)  we  must  suppose  him  to  havQ  attained  I 
Drawn  by  intallible,  not  has  distinctly  than  by  fallible  limners,  the 
portrait  of  tho  military  priest  of  tbo  Casa  Professa  poeaeaees  the  cold 
dignity  and  tho  gra™  of  Bcnlptiire ;  but  is  wholly  wanting  in  tho 
mellow  tones,  the  Ughta  and  shadows,  tho  rich  colouring,  and  the 
fkilfol  composition  of  the  aister  art.  There  he  etanda  apart  from  us 
mortal  men,  familiar  with  visions  which  he  may  not  cummunicute, 
knd  with  joys  which  he  cannot  impart.  Severe  in  the  midit  of 
fapton-jj,,  uomposed  ui  the  very  agonies  of  pain ;  a  silent,  austere, 
and  ftohtary  man ;  with  a  heart  formed  for  tendcmeaa,  yet  mortify- 
ing even  hi*^  best  affections ;  loving  mankind  as  his  brethren,  and 
Tet  lejet'ting  lliuir  isympalliy  :  one  while,  a  Mjtudid,  care-worn,  aelf- 
Iftaent«d  pauper,  tormenting  his  own  senses  that  so  he  might  re8<:ue 
others  from  sensuality  ;  at  another  a  monarch  reigning  in  secluded 
in^eety,  that  ao  hfl  might  become  the  benftfactor  of  his  race ;  and 
then  a  legislator  exacting,  though  with  no  seliish  jmrposcs,  an  obe- 
dii-nre  as  Nubmisaive  and  as  prompt  as  ia  duo  to  the  King  of  kings. 
Heart  and  soul  we  are  ftir  the  Protestants  He  who  will  bo  wiser 
than  his  Maker  is  but  seeming  wise.  He  who  will  deaden  one  half 
bf  hiK  nature  to  inWgorat«  the  other  half  will  become  at  best  a  dis- 
l<>r1*'d  prodigy.  Dark  as  are  the  pages,  and  in<listinct  as  is  the 
chanM-ti'r,  in  which  the  truUi  is  inwrribwl,  he  M-ho  can  decipher  the 
rtjll  will  there  reatl — that  self-adoring  pride  is  the  head-spring  of 
stoici&m,  whether  in  tho  heathen  or  in  the  Christian  world.  Rut 
thfre  is  a  n.'U.  neither  dark  nor  aiiibiguuu8>  in  which  tho  simplest 
Bad  most  ignorant  may  iKim  in  what  the  "  perfection "  of  our  hu- 
mmnity  rt-aUy  coiisitits.  Throughout  the  glorious  profusion  of  didac- 
tic pruH'eptji,  of  pregnant  apothegms,  of  lyric,  and  choral  songs,  of  in- 
stitutes fxiclcsiodtiiiU  and  ci\^,  of  liistorical  legendit  and  biographies 
of  homilies  and  apologues,  of  prophetic  menaces,  of  cpist^dar}'  atiuio- 
Bitions,  and  of  poiitive  laws,  which  crowd  the  inspired  Caiion,\,Vitt(i 
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is  still  ono  consentient  voice  proclaiming  to  man,  that  tho  world 
■witlim  and  tlie  world  without  him  were  crented  fur  each  other  ;  that 
liis  iuturior  lil'e  must  1*  Biietaiju-d  jitid  iinuriahtHl  hy  jntercouriio  with 
exk'iiial  tbiDj;^ ;  and  that  he  then  most  ceaily  ajtproachcs  to  the 
*' perfection"  of  his  nature,  wbtn  beinj*  most  conversant  witJi  tho 
joys  and  sorrtiws  of  lii'e,  ond  most  allccted  by  thorn,  he  us  yet  the 
h4;at  prppari'd  to  rtnounce  the  one  or  to  endure  the  other,  ia  a  cheer- 
fid  acquioscuuce  in  the  will  of  Heaven. 

t'uaUuring,  and  on  the  wliole  unlovely  as  it  is,  the  image  of 
Loyola  must  ever  command  the  homage  of  thp  world.  No  other 
uninspired  man,  unaided  by  militarj*  or  civil  power,  and  making  no 
appeal  to  tho  passions  of  tht  multitude,  has  had  the  genina  to  con- 
ceive, the  courage  to  attempt,  and  the  success  to  establish,  a  poti^ 
t«eming  with  results  at  once  so  momentous  and  so  distinctly  autiei- 
patud.  AmiiUt  his  ascetic  foUli-s,  aud  his  half-crazy  visious,  and, 
deapito  all  the  coarse  daubing  with  which  the  miracle-mongers  of  hia 
Church  have  defaced  it,  his  character  is  destitute  neither  of  suV 
limity  nor  of  grace.  'l"hey  were  men  of  no  common  stamp  with 
whom  be  livod,  aud  they  rt-gardtMl  him  with  an  unbounded  nvvt- 
ence.  On  the  aiuiivcn-ary  of  his  di-ath  Baroiiius  and  Bellarmiue  met 
to  worship  at.  his  tomb ;  and  there,  with  touching  and  nitpremedi- 
totcd  eloquence,  joined  to  celebrate  his  virtues.  His  successor  Lay- 
nez  was  so  well  conWnced  that  Loyola  was  beloved  by  the  r)fity 
above  all  other  men,  as  to  declart-  it  impossible  that  any  rciiucst  of 
his  should  be  refuaed.  Xavier  was  wont  to  kneel  when  he  wrote 
letters  to  him,  to  implon?  tho  Divine  aid  tlirough  the  merits  of  his 
"holy  Father  Ignatius,"  and  to  carry  aliout  his  autogmph  as  a 
sacred  relic.  In  popular  estimation,  tlic  very  house  iu  which  he 
once  dwelt  had  been  so  hallowed  by  his  presence,  as  to  sliakn  to 
tliu  foundation,  if  thoughts  unbecoming  its  purity  found  enlmnco 
iiilo  the  liiind  of  any  iJUuat^^.  Uf  hia  theopathy,  as  cxhibitwl  in  hia 
letters,  in  his  r«'co^led  discourse,  and  in  the  prccopta  of  hifl 
*'  Spiritual  Exercises,"  it  is  perhaps  dillicult  for  the  colder  imagina- 
tions, and  the  Protestant  reser^'e,  of  the  North  to  form  a  correct 
DStimate.  Mcaaored  by  such  a  standard,  it  must  be  pronousoed 
irreverent  and  erotic;— a  libation  on  the  altar  at  once  too  prtTuse 
and  too  little  filtered  from  the  dr^ss  of  human  passion.  But  to  his 
fcUow-nien  he  was  not  merely  benevolent,  but  compasaonate,  tolo 
ant,  and  candid.  However  inflexible  in  exacting  from  his  chosen 
followers  an  all-endiuing  constancy,  he  was  gentle  to  others,  espe- 
cially to  the  young  and  tho  weak;  and  would  often  make  on 
amiable  though  awkward  cflbrt  to  promote  their  recreation.  Ho  waa 
nevur  heard  to  mention  a  fault  or  a  crime,  except  to  suggest  aa 
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apology  for  tlio  offender.  "  Humbly  to  conrml  humility,  and  to 
abun  tlie  prniw?  of  lx;uig  humble,"  was  the  maxim  and  iiw  habit  of 
lu8  biter  lilV? ;  and  on  that  [irinciplo  ha  maintained  tbo  unostentatious 
dec«?nnt=«  of  bis  rank  as  Gfui^ral.  of  hin  onior  at  thfi  Caaa  T^rofpssa; 
a  convent  which  Iwd  b«en  assij^nwl  for  their  rertidonce  at  Komo. 
There  he  dwelt, condiirtinK  n  conisponiicnoc  more  exteiisivH  and  im- 
portant  tbim  any  ivhicli  issued  from  tho  cabinets  of  Paris  or  Madrid. 
Ill  aixti.'cn  years  lie  ha*l  established  twelve  Jesuit  Provlncefl  in 
Enruiie,  India,  Africa,  and  Bnutil ;  and  more  than  a  hundrtd 
eoll*-^e«  or  houses  for  tho  proft^cd  and  tlie  probationer^  already 
amountiu]*  to  many  tbouKiuds.  Uis  miiMionurictf  had  traver$ii?d  evfTy 
eountrj',  however  remote  and  Ijarbaroua,  which  the  enterpri*,'  of  his 
age  hud  tip*;nod  to  tho  merchants  ol"  Kurfjpo.  'ITao  dovout  rcsortwl  tx> 
liim  for  guitlunce,  the  mija-ralili^  for  relief,  the  wiso  for  iustruclion, 
nud  the  nik-re  of  tbo  earth  for  succour.  Jilen  felt  thai  there  had 
apprared  among  them  one  of  those  moniireba  who  rei^u  in  right  of 
tiwir  own  native  supremacy  ;  and  to  whom  the  fi-tdilor  wiUa  of 
others  must  yield  cither  a  reaily  or  a  roluctant  allejiiance.  It  was  a 
conviction  recorded  by  his  diw^iplfs  on  bi.s  tomb,  in  these  memomblt) 
luid  signitieimt  words:  ""Whoever  thou  mayest  bo  who  has  por- 
trayed to  thine  own  imagination  I'ons  pey,  or  Cffisar,  or  Alexander, 
open  thine  eyej  t*)  the  tnith,  and  let  this  marble  teach  theo  how 
much  grejiter  a  conqueror  than  tbc-y  was  Ignatius." 

^\^Iiu^*ve^  may  Iiave  liceu  the  comparative  majesty  of  tho  CBesariim 
and  the  Ignatian  conquests,  it  was  tnie  of  either  that,  on  the  death 
of  the  conqueror,  the  succession  to  his  diadem  hung  long  in  anxious 
BUspenae.  Our  tule  descends  from  the  ttuhlime  and  tlie  licroio  to  the 
re^OD  of  ordinary  motives  and  of  ordinary  men. 

When  Ignatius  died,  two  of  the  most  eminent  of  tho  original 
members  of  hia  oirler,  Ijobadilla  and  Liynez,  were  labouring  under 
diseMea  suppoaed  to  be  mortal,     l^iynez  roused  himself  to  ittc^ue  a 

I faunmona.  requiring  tho  alt«ndjmce  of  the  pn)fe6sed   ntembera  at 

^■Bomv,  to  make  choice  of  a  General     But  Philip  IL,  tlien  at  war 
^qrith  the  papal  court,  rend'ired  the  election  impossible,  by  detaining 
a  miyority  of  the  Electoral  CoUqje  in  Spain.     I^ynez,  then-fore, 
undt'rtook  the  government  of  Ihu  society,  with  the  rank  and  title  of 
V)cur-<jcncraL 

There  are  some  bodily  diaordprs  for  which  promotion  is  a  spwiiic. 
Full  of  renovat4Ml  life,  the  Vicar-General  assmncd  all  the  jiowers  of 
his  gPL'al  predeccaaor,  and  soon  gave  proof  that  they  had  fidlen  into 
no  fwble  bandii.  But  neither  vras  that  a  feeble  grasp  in  which  the 
keys  ((f  Peter  were  then  held.  Hot-headwi  and  imprrinus  as  bo 
was,  Paul  IV.  had  quailetl  ia  tho  solemn  prestmce  of  Ignatius  ;  but 
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he  believed  lliat  tho  time  had  now  come  forarrfsling  the  prt^ftesa  of 
u  power  whirh  he  had  h'aml  rather  to  drc.ad  oa  the  riviil,  ihan  to 
respect  as  the  giiardiait,  of  his  omi.  To  tho  succour  of  tho  Popo 
Cftnie  IJohadilln ;  irbo  ahto  shook  r>fl'  h\n  illness  that  be  might  assume 
the  guidance  of  a  party  amoug  the  prot"ty>sed  Jesuits-  wlio  were  op- 
posed to  the  advuncement  of  Laj-nez  to  Uie  oUke  of  Gfnoral. 

Thoy  coumiL-uced  hostiiities  by  pivferring  agiiinst  hini  the  chaige 
of  meditating  an  eacupe  to  Spain,  with  the  view  of  conducting  the 
clep-tion  tlicro,  and  of  lixing  the  future  seat  and  centre  of  the  Jemiit 
])oweT  within  the  dominions  of  Philip  ;  whore,  exempt  from  papnt 
control,  they  might  give  to  tho  order  whatever  chamcter  and  coneli- 
tutioDti  mi^ht  beat  promote  the  greatneas,  aud  gialiiy  the  ambiUou, 
t)f  the  (.lenenii.  To  defeat  this  project  tlie  Pope  issued  a  manduie 
forhidtling  imy  Jc-iiiiit  to  quit  the  pixrciiicU  of  the  city.  Encouraged 
by  this  siU'CL'Hs,  Knbadtlla,  a  wann-hearted,  impetuous  man,  who, 
even  during  the  life  of  Ignatius,  had  protested  against  the  severity 
of  his  rules  and  bis  demand  of  inaplicit  obedience,  now  poured  forth 
a  wriea  of  vehement  nmionslmnccs  against  tho  supposed  mncliin- 
ations  of  the  Viear-tJeuenJ.  With  a  for  more  profound  poli'-y  Luy- 
uez  enlrenched  liimaelf  within  an  elaborate  lUsplay  of  peuitout-p, 
nif<<kne8d,  and  humility.  He  confessed  that  it  became  him  and  his 
followers  to  atone,  by  self-intlicted  penanoos,  for  the  offenre  whii-h 
it  bad  seemed  goo^l  to  the  Holy  Father  to  impute  to  theiu.  He  wns 
himself  tho  liist  to  lay  publicly  on  his  own  shoulders  severe  and 
fretiuent  stripes  t^j  expiate  this  fault  Ilia  meekness  was  such  that 
lie  declinifd  to  return  any  auitwer  to  the  harsh  accusations  of  liis 
antiigoiu.'its.  'ilie  hiws  of  their  order,  indeed,  requinnl  that  Iho 
Vi'.'ur-Creneral  should  irujKwe  etwte  jmniahinent  on  a  subonlinate  who 
hiid  advanced  a  complaint  agoiuat  his  superior ;  bxit  so  admirable 
was  bis  mildness,  tliathe  subjected  the  bitterest  of  his  assailants  to 
no  grvalei  burthen  thou  a  single  rocital  of  the  Paternoster  and  the 
Ave  %Iaria. 

Jiubntlilla  and  bis  adheitnta  were  no  mutch  for  publlety  like  this. 
Tliey  forgot  of  what  iiieatiinable  prieeguch  exqiiisite  lo\vlinps«  must 
he  in  jMi|iid  eyes.  Tliey  nverIo(.tlie<i  tho  disfavour  with  which  auy 
rejiistance  to  any  spiritual  atithoritj-  must  always  be  reganled  at  tho 
Vatican.  They  had  the  indiscretion  to  represent  to  tho  irritoMa 
pontitl'that  by  punishing  an  appeal  to  himself  by  the  infliction  of 
any  jienance  whatever,  Laynez  had  violated  the  majesty  of  the  I'iii  id 
Crown,  and  udjinyed  the  privileges  of  all  Christian  people.  "  AVliai, 
then,  was  the  penance f"  inquired  the  Cardinal  Minister.  "One 
Paternoster  and  one  Ave  Maria,"  w.is  the  reply.  Indignation,  con- 
tempt, aud  a  pious  horror  at  the  feeblene«a  of  soul  vhii:h  coidd 


Tire  TOtTHDEBB  09  JBSriTlMf. 


mtinnnr  timlpr  mch  a  trifle,  repelled  the  unfortiuiate  Temonstranta 
from  the  pix'senco  of  Paul.  Liiynfz  fnjfpyotl  the  ph^nsUTC  of  having 
mado  them  ridiculous.  Hia  gratifionlian  wns  noC  long  aftorwards 
complete  by  their  exile  !«  Asaisi,  there  to  perform  far  less  tolerable 
exeniMTfi  of  peuttenco.  Tiiey  left  tha  world  of  fiome  for  him  to 
bufltle  in. 

Peace  with  Spaio  retnmod  ;  and  with  it  came  the  plectors  bo  long 
and  anxiously  expected.  The  entire  chaptt-r  did  not  include  more 
than  twenty  memlwrs.  It  was  a  lowly  chamber  in  which  they 
were  conveuoil,  nor  did  a  company  lesH  imposing  in  outward  aem- 
blance  meet  to^;elher  on  Uiat  day  witliin  the  compass  of  the  seven 
hilljL  Yet  scarcely  had  the  Comitia,  to  whcise  shonta  those  hills 
had  once  re-echoed,  ever  conferred  on  con.sul  or  on  pnetor  a  power 
more  real  or  more  extensive  than  that  which  those  homely  men  had 
now  aasembled  to  boi<tuw.  JBut  before  their  choice  of  a  (jeneml  had 
been  maile^  the  doors  of  the  conclave  were  thrown  open,  and  Cardi- 
nal Pacheco  appeared  among  them  in  the  name  of  the  Pope,  and 
armed  with  his  delegated  authority.  He  had  come  (lie  said)  not  to 
fxiiitrrd  their  proceedings,  nor  to  rostmin  the  free  exercise  of  their 
electoral  powers ;  but  merely  to  assert,  by  his  presence,  the  high 
piOTOgative  of  his  Holine^  ad  the  aovereif^n  protector  of  the  order. 
^le  votea  were  then  collectpd,     Tjiyner  was  aimotinr-ed  a«  the  now 

Dem)  of  the  Society  ;  and  homilies,  adorattunSf  undtlionkagivinga 

ehrat<Hl  hift  acceamon  to  office. 

In  the  niitlst  of  this  devotional  harmony  the  voice  of  Paclieco 
wiu  fipan  heard.  In  the  name  of  Paul  he  insisted,  that,  like  other 
ivliginu^  men,  the  Jesuits  should  Iheni-eforwanl  jiei'fonu  all  the 
daily  otikvs,  choral  and  liturgical,  of  public  worfihip.  Ere  the 
panic  of  this  nnwelcnme  mandate  had  subsided,  the  canlinal  an- 
nounced the  further  plo^-sun*  of  the  sovereijt^n  protector,  that  the 
tonnro  "f  tho  office  of  General  shoidd  cease,  not  with  his  lile,  hut  at 
the  end  of  eome  brief  term,  not  ftxcee<liiig  three  years.  Each  of  theao 
d<i«:i>iious  was  fatal  to  the  gr^at  dejii^jHS  of  Ignatiu.^  and  liis  successor. 
The  hnt  would  redueo  their  Society  from  their  high  cjillin;*,  aa 
champions  of  the  Church,  to  the  low  level  of  any  other  order  of 
roonlcA.  The  second,  by  impairing  all  the  energy  of  their  monarch- 
icAl  eontititntion,  would  render  them  the  mere  vassals  of  the  Pope, 
and  fnibjogate  them  effectually  to  the  pupal  power.  To  shake  off 
them  mandfttfts,  L;*ynex  esiKwtulated,  roaaoned,  prayed.  He  was  the 
most  elonuent  ajieaker  of  his  times,  hut  for  once  he  spoke  in  vain. 
The  imroovahin  pontifl'  persisted,  ond  actually  inscribed  on  the  con- 
stitutiona  of  Ignatius  two  decrees  for  giving  ctfect  to  these  innovu- 
tioiu.     In  a  few  mouths  afterwards  Paul  XY.  died ;  wheu»  despite 
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these  solemn  commnnda  Qnci  their  ovm  Btill  more  solemn  nat 
obedience,  Luyut'z  and  liia  successors  remained  Gonorals  for  life:  and 
neither  chant  nor  anlheni,  p>«alm  or  Utiirgj',  wery  evyr  aftorwui-Js 
pennitteJ  to  prolon;^  the  Bacn^d  oHicea  of  the  Order  of  Jesus.  AVbat 
are  the  limits  whieh  arc  implied  in  every  vow  of  unlimited  sul>- 
mission  1  When  our  own  hij^h  churchmen  were  labouring  a  century 
and  a  ball"  ago  for  the  answer  to  that  knotty  question,  thry  wen-  per- 
haps uu'-'onseious  tluit  it  had  alremly  vexwl  tlii^  ingenuity  of  Ia(»i3  Lay- 
nei:  and  his  asfjociatea,  witliout  in  tiny  d^;ree  iin])e«ling  their  freedom. 

The  elevation  of  Lnynez  to  tho  vacant  throne  of  Iguatlus  wua  not 
accompliahod  without  some  einister  arts  and  some  secular  policy ; 
but  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  in  achieving  that  ascent,  he 
■was  also  gxuded  by  purer  and  more  noble  motives.  lu  him,  as  in 
other  men,  antagonist  priuciph-a  not  seldom  enjoyed  a  divided 
triuinpli.  and  the  t^^stinionies  to  his  virtues  arc  finch  and  eo  uumeruus 
as  to  command  assent  to  their  general  tnilh.  Eight  of  tho  twenty- 
ibur  bonks  of  tho  history  of  Uriandinus  are  devoted  to  his 
Bib iiinif-t ration  of  the  allairs  of  the  Jesuits.  The  reader  of  them 
willingly  acknowledges  tljat  he  poesessed  extraordinary  abilities: 
and,  half  reluctantly,  admits  that  ho  was  scarcely  Ikss  dwtinguij^ed 
by  genuine  piety. 

Layncz  would  seem  to  have  been  Iwm  to  supply  the  intellectual 
deficiencies  of  Ignatius.  Ho  was  iamihar  with  tlie  Greek  and  Latin 
t^mpues,  with  the  whole  compass  of  theological  literature,  and  with 
all  tlie  moml  sciences  which  in  hifi  age  a  tbeolagion  was  required  to 
cultivate.  With  these  stores  of  knowledge  ho  had  made  himaalf 
necessary  to  the  founder  of  his  order.  Loyola  consulted,  employed, 
and  trusted^  but  apparently  did  not  like  him.  It  is  stated  .  by 
Orlondinus  Umt  there  waa  no  other  of  his  eminent  foUowera  whom 
the  great  [mtrian-U  of  the  society  treated  with  Hneh  habitmU  rigour, 
whilfi  yet  there  wa-*  none  who  rendered  him  such  important  service*. 

The  rigour  with  which  Dij-nez  was  Ireatwl  is  well  illustrated  by 
his  oppointment  to  bo  Provincial  of  Ittdy,  and  to  reside  at  Padua. 
As  often  as  he  bad  trained  up  in  that  city  any  promising  recruit,  the 
General  withrlrew  tho  noWce  to  Itome.  Liyiipx  complained  ol 
t^us  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  instruments  fashioned  by  bi' 
Ignatius  answered,  that  it  was  right  to  cungregato  all  th^-  -i:n  ;, 
effective  sons  of  the  society  lit  Kome,  because  there  was  the  seat  -.kM 
centre  of  their  operations.  Again  La^Tiez  remonstrated  ;  and  theu 
]gnatiu8  called  on  him  to  state  udiat  lie  thought  the  |)euance  due  to 
him  for  such  contumacious  importunity.  The  Pro^Tncial  answered 
this  stem  question,  as  he  soya,  with  t<*ars  in  his  eyes.  lie  proi)oeod 
that  he  should  be  withdiuwn  ixom  oU  dharc  in  the  goremmeut  ol 
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thft  Onlrr ;  thiil  ho  kIioiiM  h(*  dpprivpd  of  nil  bookfi,  except  his 
lirevmry ;  tliul  be  sboulii  be^;  bis  way  to  Itomo  ;  tbat  there  he  sboidil 
tfi  cmpluytfj  in  the  iiinst  niyaial  otTicea  of  th«  Casa  Profe.'wa ;  or,  if 
fnnm!  unfit  for  ihrm,  in  teafthinp;  gntnimar  to  little  chiliircn ;  that, 
afler  piijwifig  thronj^h  thw  penunce  for  two  or  three  years,  ho  shoukL 
nmlcr^o  various  sccmrgings,  ami  a  fost  of  fntir  wKnks'  uoiitinuanc* ; 
to  all  wliicb  most  contrite  suggestions,  ho  added  a  pP.imi-^H  that 
whenever  a^in  he  should  have  occasion  to  write  to  his  good  iiitber^ 
he  would  aboiinii  in  cirrnmftpection  and  in  pTayer, 

TUia  extraoplinary  courw  of  iienitential  discipline  was  otviously 
ncommended  by  Liiynez  only  as  a  mode  of  expressing  the  profound 
revercucti  duo  to  liis  General,  and  not  with  any  real  expectation  that 
he  would  accept  tho  propoRal.  Ignatius  substituted  for  it  a  uuich 
wiser  jwnance,  by  xequirinj;:  Layuez  to  compose  a  thooloKical  work 
in  rv'fuUition  of  tho  heretic*.  Tlie  Geneml  had  looked  deeply  into 
the  wul  of  his  lieutenant.  He  saw  tbat  hip  too  active  anti  rP3tlo53 
spirit  was  the  real  cause  of  his  dit»conteut  at  Padua,  and  judiciously 
picscribed  tho  sedative  of  the  de^ik. 

The  fiorvices  rendered  by  Layuez  to  his  superior  are  not  le» 
KmarkahLe  than  the  severity  with  whidi  they  were  thus  occasionally 
rtquited.  "  Do  you  not  think,"  miid  I^ntius  to  him,  "  that  tho 
faumlers  of  the  rL*lifiioua  orders  were  inspired  when  they  framed  their 
constitutions!"  '*  I  do,"  was  tlie  ftnj?wer,,"ao  far  as  tho  penorol 
scheme  and  outline  were  concerned."  Guided  by  this  opinion, 
Loyola  estiiblishod  a  remarkable  division  of  labour  betwe^m  himself 
auil  hiM  follower.  He,  in  tlie  chanicter  of  an  in«pii-od  eaiul,  took  for 
his  province  the  compoiunf;  the  text  of  the  congtitutiona  To  Laynez, 
M  ui  nniuspired  scholar,  he  assi^^nod  the  preparation  of  an  anthor- 
itative  comment  For  hinisolf,  tho  lawji^ver  claimed  the  praise  of 
having  crw-ted  an  fxlilice  of  which  the  plan  and  thearrangemi'ut  wero 
divine.  To  his  fidlow-lalMjurer,  he  assigned  the  ineritof  having  sup- 
ported it  by  tlie  flolid  foiuidution  of  a  learning  which,  however  ex.- 
eelient,  waa  yet  entirely  human.  An  example  will  best  explain  tlie 
nfttmc  of  this  joint  opomtion. 

"  In  TbeologiA  lec<;tnr  veins  et  novum  Test.amentum,  et  Poctrina 
8cholastica  Divi  lliomffi" — ^is  the  text.  "Pnelegetur  etiam  Magis- 
ter  ^ententianun,  sed  si  videat'.ir  temporis  dectirsu  alius  autor  stu- 
dentibus  ulilior  futurua,  nt  et  aliqua  summa  vel  Uber  Theologire  sdio 
latrtirs  eonficeretur  qui  nostris  temporibns  acKommodatior  videretur, 
pradegi  poU'rit " — is  the  comments  Ignatius  was  content  that  the 
divinf  Tiiomas  should  bo  inshilled  among  the  Jesuits  as  the  pcrma- 
iirnt  int^-rprrter  <'f  tho  sacred  oroclce.  Laynez,  with  detper  fore- 
bi^ht,  peaeived  that  the  day  was  coming  when  they  must  discover 
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a  teachor  "  better  suited  to  our  timos."    It  waa  a  prodiclion  xrhld 
Bhoi-tiy  aSi^c  his  diiath,  was  fuUUleii  in  the  person  of  Mulina, 
own  pupil. 

To  LajTiRZ  belongs  the  praise  or  the  reproach  of  having  reTived, 
in  mndem  tim&'i,  the  doctrine  known  in  the  Catholic  Chiirch  i6 
Mtdinist,  in  the  Protestant  Churches  as  Aiminion.  Our  latj.'st  po»> 
terity  ^rill  debate,  as  our  remotest  oncestrj'  have  debated,  tbe  truth 
of  that  doctrine.  But  that  it  was  '^teniporibtis  accomniodiitiur,"  iio 
one  will  deny.  The  times  eindently  required  that  the  great  antagou- 
iats  of  the  Iteformation  should  inculcate  a  belief  more  comptchen- 
sivc  and  more  ilexihle  tluui  that  of  Augustin  or  of  Thomas.  Much 
of  tho  danger  and  disrepute  to  which  the  society  was  aitervrards  '.'x* 
posed,  may,  perhaps,  be  tmced  to  those  opinions.  But  nmch  of  tho 
secret  of  their  vitality  and  their  strength  muat  also  be  asciibed  to 
the  same  cause. 

Aided  by  these  theological  nc-complishments,  Laynez  rendered  to 
his  General  at  the  Council  of  Trent  sen-icee  still  more  important 
thim  those  which  he  had  perfoniicd  as  a  commentator  on  the  Ignatisa 
comttitutions.  TTi^  was  fielcctt^d,  with  Sahiieron  for  his  associate,  to 
represent  the  Papacy  at  that  synod,  so  far  as  respected  the  expoeitioa 
and  defence  of  the  doctrines  of  the  see  of  Homo.  Orlandinua  has 
preserved  the  iustructioxw  adiln'8«ed  to  these  delegates  by  Loyola  on 
tho  eve  of  their  dei.iartiire.  Tliey  wore  to  bo  deliberate  in  epeaking, 
attentive  in  listeuiiiji;,  and  vigilant  in  seiuug  on  the  exact  meaning 
of  other  speakers.  They  were  ndmoniahed  to  avoid  every  appearance 
of  dogmatism  or  prrjndioe,  lest  tliey  shoiUd  olfcnd  those  whom  it 
^ras  their  bu.siness  to  conciliate.  In  onler  to  maintain  tlunr  own 
■erenity,  they  were  to  keep  their  SL-ats  when  they  spoke.  They  were 
to  make  frequent  and  regular  visits  to  the  hospitals,  but  not  without 
alias  to  the  patients ;  and  in  addrt^w^inji  th^ra,  thoy  were  to  conTr-TM! 
copiously,  and  with  affection,  lajing  aside  the  torse  and  eircun 
style  befitting  their  addressos  to  the  counnl.  They  were  if 
every  morning  to  discuss  tho  business  of  the  day,  in  the  cour  <  <  i 
whicli  absolute  unanimity  amongst  themselves  would  be  iniu- 
pensable ;  and  twice  on  each  day  they  were  carefully  to  examine 
their  ovm  conseiences. 

Ijiynec  and  Salnieron  appear  to  havo  conformed  exactly  to  theat 
•wise  adiuouidons.  In  the  midst  of  the  goigeous  assembly  of  pr-  ■  - 
prcIatcR,  and  aiuboasodois,  they  at  hrst  appeared  in  osteni 
meanness  of  ap[>urt'l.  Tliey  then,  however,  submitted  to  wear  use 
betUT  t'lpjthirig  pi-L>>M?nted  to  them  by  a  much  dcondalised  canliiiul, 
iliat  they  itiigjit  iiiimife^  a  no  leas  ostentatious  indiifercncc  t<>  tbu 
use  or  the  neglect  uf  so  mean  an  extemiil  advantag&     They  hod. 


joiuM  the  synod  with  ptirpoacs  too  majjnificont  and  daring  to 
luare  Ibf^Ir  luiiuU  vucaut  I'ur  (jveu  a  pa^iug  thought  on  matteia 
BO  in»i<:nilifant  a$  theae.  For  in  th«  lx.<8om  of  that  most  orthodox 
contTigntiun,  Ijiynra  dnpcd  the  roppoaeh  of  hereby,  and  ]HY)i'.laiiii<;d 
opiniriiLs  which,  since  the  days  of  Augustm,  hod  been  branded  M 
Pelagian. 

Since  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Commn-mvealth  the  woild  had  pro- 
duced no  8iK;h  theatre  for  the  exhibition  of  oratorical  powers. 
Layntni  is  supposed  not  to  have  been  eonstitfltionally  bruve,  but  in 
the  cathedral  of  Trent  he  boiti  hinisclf  with  all  the  hardihood  which 
Dnrivall«<l  superiority  in  debate  will  impart  to  the  least  courageous. 
He  asserted  tho  freetiom  of  tlio  human  will  amidst  ontcriea  of  indig- 
nation. He  maintained  the  doctrines  which,  norl.h  of  the  ."Ups,  are 
called  ultramontane,  although  they  were  most  unwelcome  to  the  vast 
majority  of  his  amlit^)!*.  He  vehemently  oppost'd  tho  admission  of 
the  laity  to  iha  cup,  although  it  was  the  popular  demand  of  nioro 
than  half  of  Eur>>pe.  He  was  strong  in  the  conaciousneaa  of  his 
daminion  over  those  feelings  to  which  a  great  speaker  in  a  numerous 
tMembly  S(dd(>m  appea-U  in  vain.  Tho  very  position  from  which 
he  spoke  proelaimed  the  jmJe,  wMch  becomes  impressive  only  by 
asromlng  the  disguise  of  humility.  It  was  the  place  tlie  must  re- 
mote from  the  tlirones  of  the  [)ii}>al  legated,  and  the  elevated  chairs 
of  th»  aiulfflssndors  of  Christendom.  But  when  he  spoke  those 
thronea  and  chairs  were  abandoned.  Cardinals,  bishops,  counts, 
and  abbots  quitted  their  seats  and  thronged  around  him.  Generals 
and  doctors  obeyed  the  same  impulse ;  and.  on  one  occasion,  it 
circio  more  illustrious  tor  rank  and  learning  than  had  ever  befure 
mirrjund(.nl  tho  tribune  of  an  orator,  continued,  during  two  sue* 
(Mvsif  I]  houre,  to  reward  his  effort.s  by  their  profound  and  silent 
admiration. 

On  examining  tlie  only  two  of  the  speeches  of  Laynoz  which  have 
"been  pre*(erved  by  Orlondinus,  it  is  diUicult  to  detect  tho  chami 
irfaich  thus  seduceil  the  haughtiest  prelates  into  a  passing  forgctful- 
nefls  of  tlieir  dignity.  His  elo^iuence  would  appear  to  have  been 
neither  irD]»jL»y>ioupd  nor  imaginativR,  nor  of  that  inten.*te  earnestness 
Trhio-h  seems  to  despite  the  very  rules  by  the  obiiervanco  of  which 
it  triumphs.  Luminous  argnmcntation,  clothed  in  transparent  lan- 
gua;?;*,  and  delivered  with  facility  and  grace,  was  probably  tho  praise 
to  which  he  was  entitled — no  vulgar  praise  indot^d,  for  amidst  the 
triuiuphs  of  oratory  few  ore  greater  or  more  welcome  than  that  of 
infit^irtg  order  without  fatigue  into  the  chaotic  thuughts  of  an  in- 
qtrisitivp  ftudi>tnce. 

The  health  of  Lajoicz  sank  beneath  theso  e^orts  j  and,  if  OrUn- 
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dinus  may  "be  boUovet],  the  deliberations  of  tbo  fathers  of  Trent 
•wvm  suspended  until  he  wm  uble  to  resume  his  jilatH;  aijjinig  llitju. 
The  fact  Reema  Tcry  questionable  j  but  if  LajTiez  rtjceived  this  high 
honour  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  it^  Tho  march  of  tho 
I'rotestantfi  on  Trent  dispersed  tho  council,  and  enabled  him  to  fll- 
liibit  Lis  doqucnco  in  a  diiferent  and  scarcely  hm  memonnbli)  •»? 
sombly. 

Catherine  de  Medici  had  issu^,  in  her  son's  name,  citations  to 
the  leaders  of  the  two  religions  to  meet  for  their  celebrated  conftr* 
cnce.  at  Poifey,  and  Laynez  waa  despatched  to  France  to  protect,  in 
thi;  name  of  tho  so%'erei|j^i  pontiU^  against  this  assumptinn  by  a  tern- 
porjii  prinoo  of  the  right  to  convene  n  synod  for  tht*  adjustment  of 
spiritual  questions,  Keverthel^-sa,  Catherine  and  her  son,  and  tha 
princes  of  his  blood,  appeared  on  the  appointf^d  day  at  Poiasy. 
'IliithcT  also  came  a  lonf;  array  of  cardinals,  of  bifihopa.  and  of  dofr 
tors.  Theodore  15eza  and  Peter  Martj-r  weru  there,  with  tt-n  other 
Informed  miiustt-rs ;  and  ther«  also  appeared  Laynez,  armed  c«p4- 
pie  a«  a  polemic,  and  clothed  with  uli  thu  dignitiea  of  a  rcpn.'acatativ« 
of  the  Holy  Catholic  and  Apostolic  St**. 

Among  the  memorable  incidenta  of  the  debate  whirh  followed, 
-was  tho  bold  apoatrophe  of  Laynez  to  Catherine.  He  bado  her  re* 
member  that  neither  uhe  nur  any  other  secular  monarch  had  any 
Ti^hi  to  Gnt<.'r  into  coni]>acts  or  negotiations  with  the  eneniios  of  the 
Church.  "Tlie  smith,"  he  exclaimed^  "to  his  smithery.  To  the 
priesthood,  and  to  them  alone,  are  referred  all  such  questions  as 
these."  Catht>rine  is  said  to  have  wept  on  receiving  this  public  re- 
buke. If  so,  her  tears  were  aa  unimpressive  as  those  of  Mary  on  Uie 
heart  of  Knox.  "  Catherine  is  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,"  faiid 
Laynez  afterwards  to  the  Prince  de  Cond^ ;  '*  she  is  an  admirable 
actress,  but  will  not  der-eive  me," 

In  Beza  he  encountered  an  opfwuent  more  worthy  of  his  poveaciL 
II  liad  been  allogcti,  in  disproof  of  the  real  prcsenw,  that  tho  inuigB 
of  anything  was  misplaced  when  tho  reality  itself  was  there.  Lay- 
nez answered  tliat  tho  type  and  anti-type  might  occasionally  mL*efc 
together ;  as,  for  example,  if,  on  tho  anniveraary  of  a  victorj',  tha 
conqueror  should  exhibit  the  various  military  evolutions  by  which 
he  luid  won  tho  bultle.  With  more  smartness  than  revctt'iice  Beza 
rejoined,  tliat  the  answer  redui:od  the  mass  to  a  comedy,  and  mode  a 
cumedian  of  Him  whose  pn'senco  there  was  asserted. 

Much  uhtc,  as  little  wortliy  of  remembrance,  passed  between  thei« 
learned  combatauta.  Had  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge  been  prmen^ 
how  would  he  have  deplored  their  unconsciousneas  of  the  great  di^ 
Unction  betwoen  tho  reason  and  tJio  understanding  I      How  elo- 


qnenlly  would  ho  have  Teminclod  them,  that  if  men  ^vill  join  in  tlia 
war  of  words  without  the  same  common  inluitions,  they  may  dis- 
char^  their  dialectics  against  each  other  till  the  day  of  doom  witliout 
uiakii^^  any  approA4-h  to  thi^  bjuhh  (H^mtnon  concliisiouii. 

From  Poiaay  T^jaiiMt  retinnl  to  Trent  lie  resumed  Ills  scat  in 
the  council  in  the  doublo  cliaroct-pr  of  L«-gatc  of  the  Pope  and 
Gcnetni  of  the  Order  of -Jesus,  TLese  di^niitics  seem  to  have  a  little 
unp^iirod  }us  former  skill  in  tho  mauiigemuiit  of  a  popular  assembly. 
Fur^'i'tuug  that  the  triuiuphi>  of  pnde  iiro  best  won  in  the  gorh  of 
lowlli)ed9,  he  enj^nsie*!  in  an  ill-timed  and  unsuccesafiU  contest  with 
tho  Cvnemls  of  Llm  monastic  onli-is  for  pmrednnoy.  But  lus  defeat 
was  aolacM,  not  only  by  a  high  station  on  the  episcopal  Iwnch,  but 
by  having  appropriated  to  his  uac  on  elevated  deslr  or  pulpit,  from 
which  ho  might  addreaa  the  synod  wilbout  danger  that  any  member 
of  it  would  bo  deprived  of  tfie  delight  of  hearing  him. 

Laynez  appears  to  have  amply  reu-anlixl  this  homage.  He  was 
foremost  ia  every  debate^  and  the  hUloriiius  of  the  council  ascribe  to 
liis  eloquence  two  of  tho  most  remarkable  docrc?es  of  the  two  lost 
seaAiiins.  One  of  those  decisions  has  very  lately  been  invoked  in  tlm 
House  of  Commons  as  among  the  highest  extant  authciritii*s  in  fevour 
of  the  ivceut  enactment^  by  which  marriages  not  eelebralvd  in  facte 
eeclfsia:  have  been  rendered  as  vaUd  us  though  solemnised  by  a  pritist 
in  holy  oniers.  The  council  indeed  dotonnini>rl  that  for  the  futuro 
tho  iuttrventiou  of  such  a  priest  sliould  bo  indispensable  ;  hut  they 
pnUaced  this  enactment  by  declaring  that  the  fonner  law  of  the 
Christian  world  had  been  otherwise,  and  that,  until  then,  no  eccle- 
Kastical  observances  whatever  had  been  necessary  to  render  a  nwtri- 
monial  contract  binding  on  the  spouses,  and  sulficient  for  the  legiti- 
macy of  their  offspring. 

T»>  tho  eloquence  of  Iji>Tiez  is  to  be  ascribed  tliis  recognition  of 
the  genera]  principle.  With  eqtxal  force  and  intrepidity  he  main- 
tained that  marriage  is  a  right  conferred  upon  mankind  by  tho  im- 
mediate gifi  of  God  himself — that  no  human  authority  is  entitled  to 
derogate  from  it  even  to  the  slightest  extent — tliat  therefore  the 
Church  herself  could  not  lawi'uily  restrain  tho  use  of  thin  heaven- 
franchise  by  any  burthensome  foTmiility — and  that  to  rondur 
rdotal  interference  iniUsponflnblo  to  the  exerciao  of  it  woidd  be 
a  nif-re  iL-4iirjjation  ami  a  lawless  abuse  of  power.  If  the  speaker 
had  foreseen  that  at  the  distance  of  three  centuries  an  heretical  par- 
liament would  build  on  the  foimdatjon  he  was  thus  laying,  or  if  that 
parliament  had  been  aware  tJiat  tlie  faiindalions  on  which  they 
bailt  had  been  laid  by  a  General  of  tlie  Jesuits,  which  of  the  two 
vould  have  been  the  more  scandaUsed  I 
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In  th.6  tirenty-fifth  and  lost  wjtsion  Tjiynoz  renrlfffld  an  iinpori- 
ant  service  to  bis  society,  though  with  moi-o  credit  to  his  attdnai 
tJiiUi  Id  Jiis  dindour.  To  abate  the  offence  given  to  the  world  hj 
i\w  abuse  of  monastic  vows  ol'  [>overty,  the  council  hail  <Ieenje<l  ibst 
the  mendicant  ordeK  might  hold  teiiiporal  possessions  in  their  cc^ 
porato  capacities.  Two  of  the  more  zealous  of  thosR  frntt-TDitin 
sued  for  aud  oliUiucd  the  privilege  of  exelusion  from  Ibis  invidious 
franchise-  Nut  to  be  eclipsed  in  pious  ardour  by  any  rcdigioxw  com- 
niimily,  La>'nez  also  solicited  and  obtained  the  boon  that  the  Jettuiti 
should  continue  to  t>e  bound  by  their  self-denying  renunciation  of 
all  worldly  wp^lth  Jlut  (aiys  Father  Paul)  with  the  return  of  daj 
other  thou^'ht.i  retunicd ;  and,  on  the  morrow,  LA)*nej!  perenoded 
the  council  to  reverse  their  scnteuco,  so  as  to  leave  to  his  sooietj 
the  privilege  of  holdtug  estates  as  a  body  corporate.  ''To  possrM 
the  right  and  yet  never  to  use  it,  would,"  he  argued,  "  lie  praise* 
worthy  in  the  sight  of  God.  To  bo  deiwived  of  that  right  on  their 
own  petition,  would,  on  the  other  hand,  be  praiseworthy  in  thw  sight 
of  man.  Hut  how  much  better  was  it  that  they  should  enjoy  th« 
honour  which  cometh  of  God,  than  that  honour  which  cometh  of 
man  onlyt"  la  it  wonderful  that  the  words  Jesuitical,  and  double- 
minded,  BO  soon  became  synonymous] 

The  council  was  at  length  dissolved.  Layuez  retorued  to  Bomo^ 
ruined  in  health,  but  po.s^efifiing  the  highest  eeteem  and  gratitude 
of  Piuft  IV.,  who  then  tilled  the  papal  throne.  Aa  an  eminent  ex* 
pression  of  his  favour,  the  Po[)e  mode  a  solemn  visit  to  the  Genanl 
and  the  college  of  Jesaits,  where  ho  was  received  with  dischazRU  of 
compliments,  litemry,  scientilic,  and  philosophical,  with  which  tha 
reception  of  Elizabeth  and  James  at  our  oxvn  univerfiities  will  not 
bear  a  moment's  comparison.  For  Layuez  excelled  most  men  oot 
only  in  learning,  but  in  the  power  of  giving  an  impulse  to  the 
fitndiei)  of  the  leamod.  Under  his  government  the  colleges  and 
scholars  of  the  Order  had  increased  fourfold,  and  her  aasodatad 
uembera  in  a  still  greater  proportion. 

Laynez  know  how  to  rule  us  well  as  how  to  teach.  By  firmnoas 
or  by  craft,  he  at  once  aud  fot  ever  crushed  the  revolt  of  BoWdillA 
and  bia  followers.  By  hia  eueifry  he  at  onc«  animated  and  con- 
troUe<l  the  ojwraitons  of  all  the  miuistcrs  nf  his  power.  He  swajod 
it  to  the  lost,  unaideil  by  any  colleague,  and  nnawed  hy  any  rival ; 
and  even  on  his  dying  bed  refused  to  name  a  vicar,  or  accept  a 
cotidjutor.  Ue  died  in  the  year  1565,  aud  in  the  tU'ty-«econd  year 
of  his  age.  Uts  death  was  Boothe<l  with  all  the  consolations  of  tha 
lost  sacraments  of  his  Church,  and  of  a  plenary  indulgence  from  tha 
Pope ;  and  perhaps  was  not  without  the  solace  of  romemb«riog  that 
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his  lifo  hatX  bepji  cca«*]ftssly  devoted  to  the  duties  prescribed  by  the 
laws  of  his  society,  and  by  the  law  of  liis  own  conscience. 

Was  that  conacience  it^ilf  a  blind  guide,  perverttvl  by  low  af- 
foctioria,  and  by  unhallowGd  impulses)  Who  ghall  presume  to 
oaswerT  AH  hail  to  Rhndanianthus  on  his  posthumous  ju<lfjniunt- 
BBat  m  the  nctber  regions !  But  when  lihadamanthua  comes  alx>ve- 
ground,  holds  in  his  hand  the  Iiistorical  pen.  and  resolves  all  the 
enigmas  of  hearts  which  osased  to  beiit  ]img  cuiituriea  ago,  more 
contiduntly  Uian  most  of  us  wouM  dare  to  interpret  the  myst-eriee  of 
our  own,  on«  inahes  him  back  again  at  the  confluenre  of  Styx, 
Phlepretiion,  and  Cocytua.  It  ia,  after  all,  nothing  more  than  the 
aorface  of  humiin  chnrectcr  which  the  retrospoctave  scrutiny  of  thd 
kf^nc-st  human  eye  is  able  to  detect. 

Ambition  clothed  in  rags — uubtlety  under  the  giiise  of  candour — 
timidity  beneath  the  maak  of  andiinious  eloquence — these  are  the 
otTencw  laid  to  the  charge  of  lago  I^ynrjL  Yet  a  pricat  who,  in 
the  sixteeitth  century,  refused  the  purpio,  must  have  had  aapirationa 
for  something  higher  than  worldly  honoars.  II_ir*pof!risy  is  the  charge 
which  every  one  must  bear  who  has  to  do  with  enemies  incredulous 
of  all  virtue  snpprior  to  their  own.  And  cowanlice  is  a  i-oprooch 
never  to  be  escape<I  by  liim  who,  l>piiig  debarred  from  tlie  use  of 
all  weapons  but  the  tongue,  knows  how  to  renclt^r  that  weapon  ter- 
rible to  his  opponents.  The  hi.'^t-orifuil  portraiture  which  exhibits 
liiynez  as  ambitious,  crafty,  and  timid,  may  be  a  correct  likeness  j 
bat  no  one  who  considers  how  rnnfn''i!d  are  the  lights  by  which  we 
must  now  examine  it,  will  peremptorily  declai-e  that  the  resemblanco 
IB  accurate. 

Gifted  with  extraordinary  tjilenta.  flexible  address,  profound  learn- 
ing, and  captivating  eloquence,  Lavnez  fell  short  of  that  standarrl  at 
which  alone  the  name  of  any  man  may  be  inscribed  on  the  roll  sacnjd 
to  thoae  who  have  reigned  over  their  fellow-mortals  by  a  rights 
diTine,  inherent,  and  indefeasible.  Without  the  genius  to  devise 
or  the  glowing  passion  to  achieve  great  tilings,  none  may  lake  his 

?)lace  with  those  kings  of  the  earth  on  whose  brows  Nature  herself 
tas  set  the  diadem.  Far  surpassing,  in  mere  int^dlectnal  re«ottrcea, 
botli  Ignatius  and  Xavier,  the  fiery  element  native  to  their  souU 
was  uninhabitable  by  his.  But  though  his  hautls  could  not  grasp 
their  weapons,  he  wielded  Iiis  own  with  admirable  akfU  and  eilicacy. 
To  Laynez  his  society  were  tirst  indi^bted  for  tbi»ir  chamcteristio 
theology,  f'>r  the  poeaeesion  and  the  fame  of  learning,  for  a  more 
intiinatr  alliance  with  the  Papacy,  and  for  the  more  pronounced  hostil- 
ity of  the  Reformers,  He  first  established  for  them  that  authority  in 
the  cabiaete  of  Iriurope,  on  which,  at  no  distant  time,  the  editlce  of 
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their  tt'mporal  power  wns  to  rest  It  was  bis  melancholy  distinction 
to  number  amoni^  the*e  royal  disciples  the  infamous  Catln.'riuL',  and 
h<;r  less  odiom,  became  feebler  eoii.  He  was  associaU'd  wilh  them. 
at  the  time  irheu  they  were  reToIring  the  greatest  crime  wilJi  which 
the  annals  of  Christendom  have  been  |>oUute/l.  His  memory  is^ 
however,  unstained  with  the  gnilt  of  that  maasacre,  except  so  for  n* 
the  dfuctriiiea  he  inculcjiteil  iii  the  conference  at  Poissy  may  have  in- 
duced the  soverpigiis  to  think  lijjhtly  of  any  bloodshed  whirli  nhuuld 
rid  the  world  of  a  party  which  he  taught  them  to  regard  as  abhomxl 
of  God,  and  as  hateful  to  the  enlighteued  eye  of  mait 

It  is  more  easy  to  discern  the  intiillcctual  than  the  moral  grentiieai 
of  Layii";z.  He  was  the  earliest,  if  not  the  most  eminent  examplft 
of  the  natural  results  of  I/>yola'8  discipline.  His  chamctvr  illus- 
trates the  efl'tict  of  concentrating  all  the  interests  of  life,  and  all  tlje 
nffi'L'tions  of  the  heart,  within  the  narrow  cirtle  of  one  contracted 
fcUowehip.  It  yielded  in  hiui,  n^  it  has  produced  in  olherB,  a  vigor^ 
OU3  but  a  stunted  development  of  the  moral  faculties — a  kind  of 
Bocial  selliahnefia  and  sectional  virtue — a  aubf»rdinati^n  of  philan- 
thropy to  the  love  of  caste — a  spirit  irreclaimably  servile,  because 
oxnlting  in  its  own  sen'itude — a  temper  consistent  indcvd  witli  gnat 
actions,  and  often  contributing  to  them,  but  destructive  (at  least  in 
ordinary  minds)  of  that  free  and  cordial  sympathy  with  man  an  man, 
of  thuso  cureless  graces  and  of  that  majestic  repouo,  which  tnach. 
and  captivate  the  heart  in  Him  whose  name  the  Order  of  the 
Jesuits  had  assumed,  imd  to  which  must  in  part,  at  leest,  be  ascribed 
the  sacred  fascination  exercised  over  us  all  by  the  simple  records  of 
his  life  and  language. 

On  the  2nd  of  -Tuly,  1566,  the  Casa  Ih-ofesaa,  usually  the  nc^ne 
of  a  profound  stiUne-*s,  was  agitated  by  an  unwonted  excitement. 
Men  of  austere  deme;iuour  might  be  eiH;n  there  claiiping  each  other'a 
hands,  and  voices  habitually  mute  were  interchanging  hearty  con- 
gratulations. One  alone  appeared  to  take  no  share  in  the  commoo 
joy.  As  if  overpowered  by  some  strange  and  unwelcome  tidings,  he 
seemod  by  imploring  gestun'S  to  deprecate  a  decision  against  which 
his  poralyscti  lips  in  vain  attempted  to  protest.  Hie  ago  might  be 
nearly  sixty,  liis  dress  mean  and  sonlid.  and  toil  or  suiTuTing  hud 
ploughed  their  furrows  in  his  pallid  cheek  ;  but  he  liolanced  hiatftll 
and  fltill  graceful  Hgun;  with  a  soldier's  freedom,  and  piTcd  on  hJB 
Bssociatea  with  a  count4;nam%  cast  in  that  mould  which  Indies  love 
and  artists  emulate.  They  called  him  F[it.hDr  Fiuncia ;  antl,  on  thn 
death  of  l^ynez,  their  almost  unanimous  sulfrage  had  juat  hailed 
him  as  the  tliinl  General  of  the  Onier  of  Jesus^  The  wisli  for  rank 
and  power  was  never  more  sincerely  diaclalmod  ;  for  never  had  they 
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been  foired  on  an;  one  wlio  haci  a  larger  experience  of  their 
Tanity. 

In  the  female  line  Father  Francis  was  the  prandaon  of  Ferdinand 
of  Anagon,  and  therefore  the  near  kinsman  of  the  Eraporor  Charles 
V.  Among  his  paternal  ancestry  he  conld  hoast  or  lament  the 
names  of  Alexander  VI,  and  of  Csesar  Borgia,  C)f  that  house, 
eminent  alike  for  their  wealth,  their  honours,  and  their  crimes,  he 
was  the  lineal  representative  ;  and  had,  in  early  manhood,  inherited 
from  hia  father  the  patrimony  and  the  title  of  the  Bukos  of  Gandia. 

Don  Francis  Borgia,  aa  if  tn  rescue  the  name  he  bore  from  tlie 
infiimy  of  liia  prc^nitors,  exlialod,  even  in  hi?  childiidi  duvH,  the 
odour  of  aanntity.  With  each  r<;tiiniing  month,  he  caat  a  lot  to 
dettfiuiue  which  he  should  personate  of  the  sainta  with  whose 
names  it  was  studded  on  the  calendar.  Tn  his  t«^nth  year,  villi  a 
virtiie  unsung  and  unconcaived  by  the  3/w*«  Efonmeet,  he  played 
at  saints  so  perfectly  as  to  inflict  a  rigorous  chastisement  on  his 
own  naked  person.  It  is  hard  to  resist  the  wiah  lliat  the  snonrge 
hod  been  yet  more  resolutely  wielded  by  the  ann  of  his  tutor.  .So 
afuima  to  have  thought  his  matt:Tn;il  uncle,  Ddu  John  of  Arragon, 
Archbishop  of  Saragossa.  Taking  the  charge  of  his  nephew,  that 
high-hom  prelate  compelled  him  to  study  alternately  the  lea&ons  of 
the  riiiing-master  and  those  of  the  master  of  the  sentences  ;  and  iu 
his  nineteenth  year  sent  him  to  complete  his  oducatioa  at  the  court 
of  his  im[»erial  cousin. 

Aplcrt  as  were  still  the  aspirationB  of  the  young  coiirtier  for  the 
monastic  life,  no  one  in  that  gallant  circle  hore  himself  more  bravely 
in  the  miiuige.  or  sheathed  hia  sword  witli  n  steadier  hand  in  the 
throat  of  the  half-iuaddencd  bull,  or  more  skill'ully  dij<puted  with 
his  sovereign  the  honours  of  the  toimiament  As  the  youthful 
knight,  howing  to  the  saddle-tree,  low<»n?d  his  spear  before  the 
"  Queen  of  Beauty"  many  a  full  dark  eye  beamed  with  a  deeper 
liutre  ;  but  his  triumph  wa.s  ine^implete  and  worthless  unless  it  won 
this  appn;>riDg  smile  of  Kleonora  de  Castro,  That  smile  was  not 
ofien  refused  But  the  romance  of  Don  Francis  begins  wlicrti  other 
romances  terminate.  Foremost  in  the  train  of  Charles  and  Isabella, 
the  husband  of  the  fair  Eleonora  still  touched  hts  lute  with  unrival- 
led skill  in  the  halls  of  the  Escurial,  or  followed  the  quarry  across 
lhf9  pLuns  of  Castile  in  advance  of  the  most  ardent  falconer.  Vet 
that  music  was  universally  selected  from  the  offices  of  the  Church  j 
and  in  the  very  agouy  of  the  chase,  just  as  the  wheeling  hawk  pattse4 
for  his  last  deaflly  plunge,  (genius  of  Nimr^M,  h^len  ! )  he  would 
avert  his  cy^  and  ride  slowly  homo,  tlie  iiiventor  of  a  matchless 
tiffbrt  of  penitential  self-denioL 
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With  Charles  himself  for  his  fellow-pupil,  Don  Francld  shiifti 
the  arU  uf  war  and  t'ortitication  uiuler  the  once  celebratc<.l  SaiuM 
Croix,  ami  pnuHisi*!  in  Africa  the  U«»ou8  ho  Iwd  beim  Uiua;ht  ;— 
earning  the  tlouble  praise,  that  in  the  camp  he  waa  the  moat  ma^ 
nihcont,  in  the  field  the  moat  advonturoos,  of  all  tho  loaden  in  thai 
TBUuttid  expedition.  At  the  head  of  u  troop  euliDt«d  and  maintoizitti 
by  himself,  he  attended  the  iCmperor  to  the  7hlilaue«e  and  ProTeoeo ; 
utd,  iu  houcrurablo  acknowledgment  nf  his  nen'ii^JS  ^us  «oloct«d  bj 
Charles  to  lay  a  report  of  the  campaign  beibre  the  Empress  in  person, 
at  SisoTi&.  Totriu^  her  be  felt  an  iLlmost  hiial  n^gari.  Sbo  bad 
long  been  the  zealous  patron  and  the  cordial  friend  of  HimBrlf  and  of 
HUeonora  ;  and  at  the  public  festivals,  which  t^elebmted  at  onc«  Iht 
TictoriftH  of  Charles  lUid  tlie  meeting  nf  the  Stales  of  Castilo  «t  Xl^ 
Inlt),  they  shone  among  the  most  brilliant  of  the  niellitet  hy  wfaidi 
her  throne  was  encircled. 

At  the  moment  of  triumph  the  inexorable  arm  was  unbarred  vhieh 
80  often,  aa  in  mockery  of  human  pom[>,  confounds  togethur  the 
vnrlcl's  bruvest  pagtAnts  and  the  humiliations  of  the  grave.  Dunt 
to  dust  aud  ashce  to  adhes  1  hut,  when  tho  imporial  full,  not  without 
one  lost  ]Minr  ass<>rti>m  of  thoir  dr*purtfd  dignity.  Iwihella  might  not 
be  laid  in  the  sepulchre  of  tbu  Kings  of  >Spaiu  until,  amidst  the 
fimeral  rites,  the  soldered  colhn  had  l^eea  opened,  the  oeniiHlite 
nunoveil,  and  some  grandee  of  the  highest  rank  had  been  enabUd 
to  depose  that  he  bud  seen  ^rithin  them  tho  very  body  of  the  ilooMsed 
floremign.  Stich,  in  purmi&noe  nf  an  ancient  cn«tom,  was  tii«  tint/ 
confided  to  the  zeal  of  Don  Francis  Boigia  ;  nor  was  any  one  beMer 
fitted  for  such  a  trust  ITie  eyw,  now  for  ever  closed,  bad  DQ¥at 
tnmtxl  to  him  but  with  maternal  kindness,  and  every  liueamoaU  tit 
that  eerone  and  once  eloquent  count^^nanoe  was  indelibly  eograTca 
on  his  memory.  Amidst  tho  half-uttered  prayers  which  oonuneuded 
her  aonl  to  tho  Divine  mercy,  and  the  low  dirge  of  the  otgux,  ha 
■dranoed  with  streaming  c}ts,  and  reverently  raised  the  coveoiag 
which  concealed  the  sccretit  of  the  grave  ;  when — but  why  or  how 
portray  the  appalling  and  toikthsome  spectacle  1  Tlint  gentle  broWi 
that  eju^ueiit  count<' nance,  that  form  ao  lately  reposing  on  earth'i 
prondrfit  throne^  and  extolled  with  an  almost  adoring  homage  ! — 
Don  Francis  tnmod  from  the  sight  to  shudder  and  to  pray. 

It  was  tJie  great  epoch  iu  the  life  of  Borgia.  In  the  eyes  of  Um 
worid,  indeed,  ho  may  have  been  nnehuuged  ;  but  in  his  eyea  tba 
whole  aspect  of  that  woKd  was  alt«rod.  I>ord  of  a  prinocly  forton^ 
the  heir  of  an  illustrioiia  house,  the  favourite  kinaroan  of  the  Em- 
peror of  the  West,  renowned  in  the  very  flower  of  his  youth  m  a 
wanior,  a  courtier,  and  a  musician,  his  homo  hallowed  hjf  ooqingtl 


Tire  FouTniFRS  0?  jmumsv. 


IW 


Invfi,  an  J  gluMcm'ii  by  tho  sports  of  his  ehildron ;  for  wliom  hiit!  life 
a  deopw  inU^reat-,  or  who  could  eroct  uu  a  surer  baais  a  luftipr  fabric 
of  more  brilliant  hopes  1  Thoef  intfrasU  and  brtj>ee  he  deliberately 
l»(igD«l,  and,  at  the  ago  of  tvrenty-niiK:,  bound  hiniftolf  by  a  solenm 
ow,  that,  in  the  event  of  his  surviving  Kloonora,  he  wonld  end  hia 
ay«  as  a  momber  of  somo  religious  order.  Ho  had  gazod  on  the 
hideous  triumph  of  deaili  and  sin  over  proapecU  atill  more  splendid 
than  his  owti.  For  him  the  soothiuR  illiisions  of  existence  were  no 
morv — oarth  and  its  inhabitants,  withering  xmder  tlic  curse  of  their 
Maker,  might  put  on  their  empty  gauds,  and  for  some  transient 
hour  dream  and  talk  of  happiness.  But  the  curse  was  there,  and 
thi^re  would  it  Uo,  crashing  the  frivolous  spirit  the  most  when  felt 
Ih'-'  Iwtst,  and  ccmsigning  alike  to  that  foul  debasement  the  lovely 
and  the  brave  ;  the  sylph  now  floating  through  tlie  giddy  dauce,  aud 
the  warrior  now  prou<lly  treading  tho  field  of  victory. 

Fmm  sueh  meditations  Charles  endeavoured  to  recall  bis  IViend  U> 
the  common  duties  of  life.  He  required  him  to  assume  the  vice- 
royalty  of  Catalonia,  and  adorned  Iilm  with,  tlie  cross  of  the  order  of 
Saint  James  of  Corapost^Ua,  then  among  the  noblest  and  the  most 
highly  prized  of  all  chivalric  honours.  His  administration  was  flrm, 
maiiitioput,  and  just ;  it  forms  the  highest  era  of  his  life,  and  is 
Mpecially  signalised  by  the  same  sedulous  care  for  tho  education  of 
the  young  which  afterwards  formed  his  highest  praise  as  General  of 
the  Order  of  .Tegua. 

Ingenious  above  all  men  m  mortifying  his  natural  affections,  Don 
Francis  could  not  neglect  tho  occasion  which  lus  new  dignities 
aflupled  him,  of  incurring  much  wholesome  contumely.  Sumptuous 
banquets  must  be  given  in  honour  of  his  sovereign  ;  when  he  could 
at  imce  fast  aud  be  dosjMBed  for  fasting.  To  exhibit  himself  in 
penitcmtial  aboMment  b^ore  the  people  under  hia  authority,  would 
give  to  penitence  the  appropriato  acconi|winiuieut  of  general  con- 
tempt On  the  festival  of  '* the  Invention  of  the  Ifoly  Ctoha" 
mysttnies,  not  unlike  those  of  the  Jiona  Dca,  wero  to  be  celebrated 
by  the  ladies  of  Barcelona  ;  when,  to  prevent  the  prufaiie  iutnisiou 
of  tny  of  the  coaxser  sex,  the  viceroy  himself  undertook  the  office  of 
daattneL  With  a  nak«d  dagger  in  his  hand,  a  young  uobleman 
dnuuidcd  entrance,  addressing  to  the  viceroy  insults  siuh  as  every 
j^vntlemoB  is  bound,  under  the  heaviest  penalty  of  the  laws  of 
chiTmllT,  to  expiate  by  blood.  A  braver  man  did  not  tread  the  soil 
ot  Spain  than  Don  Francis,  nor  any  one  to  whom  the  reproach  of 
pultroooeiy  was  nuira  hateful.  And  yet  his  sword  did  not  leap  from 
Ida  •OAbhord.  With  a  cahn  rebuke,  and  courteous  demeanonr,  be 
alloirad  the  bnvo  to  autar  the  aocred  precineta  —  piafesxing  the 
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irapntjitinn  of  cowanlice,  though  stinging  like  an  adder,  to  the  nn 
of  avi'iiging  himself,  and,  indwd.  to  the  duty  of  maintaining  his 
lawful  authority.  History  baa  omitttd  to  tell  what  wm-c  the  -weapuns, 
or  what  the  inrantation,  by  which  the  ladies  promptly  ejected  thfl 
insolent  intruder  j  nor  has  she  rworded  how  they  oflorwotds  recciTed 
tlitiir  guardian  knight  of  St  lago.  Uer  only  care  has  buea  to  excite 
our  admiration  for  this  most  illustrious  victory,  in  the  boaom  ci 
Don  Francis,  of  the  ineekuc«8  of  the  saint  over  the  hmuan  passions 
of  the  soldier. 

At  the  end  of  four  years,  Don  Francis  was  relioTcd  by  the  dmth 
of  his  father  from  his  viceregal  office,  and  assumed  his  herwlitAry 
title  of  Duke  of  Gandia.  His  vassals  exulted  in  the  niiuiitirence  of 
their  new  chief.  Tlie  ancient  retainers  of  his  family  lived  on  his 
bounty  —  cottages,  convents,  and  hospitals,  rose  on  Ixia  estates  — 
fortresses  were  built  to  check  the  ravages  of  the  Moorish  corsain^ 
and  the  mansion  of  his  anctstors  reappean?d  in  all  ita  ani'icnt 
splendour.  In  every  work  of  piety  and  mercy  the  wise  and  gfntle 
Eleouora  was  the  rival  nf  her  Iiml.  Hut  it  was  the  only  stnfe  wliich 
ever  agitated  the  C'iwtle  of  Gandia.  Austerities  were  pmctispd  there, 
hut  gloimi  and  lu.saitude  were  unknown  ;  nor  did  the  bright  suns  of 
Spain  gild  any  feudal  ramparts,  within  which  l»ve,  and  Peace,  the 
child  of  Love,  shed  their  milder  light  with  a  more  abiding  radiance. 

Bnt  on  that  countenance,  hitherto  so  calm  and  so  submi^ve, 
might  at  length  be  tratxd  the  movements  of  an  inward  tempt^t-, 
which,  even  when  prostrate  before  the  altar,  tlie  Duke  of  (luudia 
strove  in  vain  to  tninquilhse.  Though  conversant  with  c%'cry  form 
of  eelf-inliicted  sullcring,  how  slioidd  he  find  strength  to  endtirc  the 
im^tending  death  of  Klemiora  !  Jl'm  was  a  praytir  truiiM' ending  the 
Teeouicea  of  language  and  of  tliought  ;  it  wa^  the  mute  agony  of  a 
breaking  heart  But  after  the  whirlwind  and  the  lirr;  yras  heard  the 
still  small  voice.  It  said  to  him,  or  seemed  to  say,  "If  it  bo  thy 
deliberate  wish,  she  ghatl  recov«r  j  but  it  will  not  be  for  her  pei 
welfare,  nor  for  thine."  Adoring  gratitude  swept  o^vuy  every  feeblfir 
emotion,  and  the  suppliant's  grief  at  length  found  uttenmce.  "  Thy 
will  be  done.  Thou  knowegt  what  is  best  for  na.  Whom  have  wo  in 
heaven  but  Tlioe,  and  whom  upon  eartii  should  we  desire  in  com- 
pariaon  of  Thee  ? "  At  the  age  of  thirty-six  the  Duko  of  Gandia 
committed  to  the  tomb  the  fmmo  at  once  animated  by  a  spirit  from 
which  not  death  itself  could  wparate  him.  In  the  sacred  retirement 
to  which,  in  that  event,  he  had  devoted  hia  mmainii^g  days,  KU^non 
would  still  unite  her  prayers  to  his ;  and  as  each  of  those  ikya 
should  decline  into  the  welcome  shadows  of  evening,  one  atage  iha 
more  tomids  his  reunion  with  her  would  hitre  been  tnivuned. 
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The  Caatle  of  Gajtdla  was  still  hung  with  the  fiineial  diapories 
nrheti  a  welcome  though  unexpected  guest  arrived  there.  It  was 
P«t4?r  Faher,  the  officiating  priest  at  the  Crypt  of  J^fonttnartre, 
charged  l>y  TpnAtius  witli  a  nuasion  to  promote  the  cause  of  Christian 
oducatinu  in  Spain.  Aided  hy  his  counsels,  and  by  the  letters  of  the 
patriarch,  the  Bulse  erected  on  his  estate  a  church,  a  college,  and  a 
library,  and  placed  them  under  the  care  of  teachers  selected  by 
l^nntiuB.  Tlie  sorrows  of  the  Duke  were  relieved  as  his  wealth 
flowed  still  more  copiously  in  this  new  channel  of  beneficence ;  and 
thfi  univerHitiBS  of  Alcala  and  Seville  were  enlarged  by  his  bounty 
with  similar  foundations.  But,  as  Fabei  remarked,  a  still  nobler 
edi£ce  was  yet  to  be  erected  on  the  soul  of  the  founder  himself. 
The  first  stime  of  it  was  kid  in  the  Duke^s  performance  of  l)ie 
Spiritual  Esercisee.  To  Uio  completion  of  this  invisible  but  im- 
ficrishable  building,  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  inflexibly  devoted. 
With  Ignatius  the  Duke  liad  long  maintained  a  correspondence, 
in  which  the  stately  courtesies  of  Spanish  noblemen  not  ungrac&- 
fully  temper  the  severer  tones  of  {katrinrchal  authority  and  fihal 
reverence.  Admission  into  the  Order  of  Jesus  was  an  lionour  for 
which,  in  this  case,  the  aspirant  was  humbly  ct>ntcnt,  and  was 
wisely  permitted,  long  to  wait  and  sue.  To  study  the  biography, 
that  he  might  imiiata  the  life,  of  Him  by  whoso  holy  name  the 
Society  wu  called  ;  to  preach  in  his  own  household,  or  at  the  wicket 
of  the  nunnery  of  the  ladies  of  St  Clair  ;  and  day  by  day,  to  place 
in  humiliating  contrast  some  proof  of  the  Divine  goodness  and  some 
proof  of  his  own  demerit ;  were  the  liret  probationary  steps  which 
the  Duke  was  required  to  tread  in  the  toilsome  path  on  which  he 
had  thus  entered.  It  was  a  path  from  which  Philip,  then  governing 
Spain  with  the  title  of  Regent,  wuuld  have  wUliiigly  eejuced  him. 
He  considted  liim  on  the  most  critical  ntfaira;  summoned  liim  to 
Uke  a  high  station  in  the  States  of  Castile  ;  and  pressed  on  his 
acceptance  the  ofiico  of  grand  master  of  the  royal  household. 
It  was  declined  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Alva.  Had  Gandia  pre- 
ferred the  duties  of  his  secular  rank  to  his  religious  aspimtions, 
Spain  might  have  ha<l  a  saint  the  leas  and  seven  pro^nnces  the  more. 
With  the  elevation  of  Alva,  the  but^ihcries  in  tlie  Netherlands,  the 
dLsgrace  of  Spain,  and  the  independence  of  Holland,  might  have 
been  averted. 

Warned  by  his  escape,  the  Duke  implored  with^  renewed  earnest- 
ZiMs  his  immediate  ailmission  into  tha  order ;  nor  was  Ignatius 
willing  that  his  proselyte  should  again  incur  such  dangers.  At  the 
chaiiel  of  Ids  own  college  he  accordingly  pronounced  the  irrevocable 
V0W9  ;  a  Papal  bull  having  dispensed,  during  a  term  of  four  jeara, 
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with  any  public  avowal  of  tho  change.  They  were  posani  in  the 
final  aJjiistment  of  his  secular  affairs.  He  had  lived  in  the  splen- 
door  appropnat«  to  Mb  rank  and  fortune,  and  in  the  exercise  ot  ttiR 
bounty  becoming  bis  ominenoe  in  tho  Christian  commonwealth.  But 
now  all  was  to  be  abejidoned,  even  tlie  means  of  almsgiving ;  for  be 
was  himself  henceforth  to  live  on  the  alma  of  otiiers.  He  ^nvc  his 
children  in  marriage  to  tlie  noblest  houses  in  8pain  and  Portugal, 
tninsferreil  to  hia  eldest  suu  tlie  enjuynieut  of  thu  {•atrimonijd 
estates  of  Gandia,  and  then,  at  tho  age  of  forty,  meekly  tutook  him- 
self to  the  study  of  scholastic  dignity,  of  the  tzaditions  of  the 
Church,  and  of  the  canons  of  the  geneml  councilsL  He  even  sub- 
mitted to  all  the  ruleti,  and  perfonniKl  all  the  public  excrcities  en- 
forced on  the  youngest  sLudeui.  Such  was  his  piety,  that  the 
thorny  fagots  of  the  schoolmen  fed  instead  of  smothering  the  flame ; 
and  on  the  morgin  of  his  Thomas  Aquinas  might  be  seen  some  df" 
vout  aspimtinn,  extracted  by  his  sacred  alchemy  iiam  each  subtle 
diatinctiou  in  tho  text  Never  bi^fore  or  since  was  the  degree  of 
Doctor  in  Divinity,  to  which  he  now  proceeded,  so  hardly  earned  or 
■o  well  deserved. 

Two  of  the  brothcis  of  the  Duke  had  been  members  of  the  sacred 
college,  and  his  humility  had  refused  for  two  of  his  Mins  tlie  purpl* 
offered  to  them  at  tho  iu.stunco  of  the  Emperor.  But  how  should  tiit 
new  doctor  avert  from  his  own  head  the  ecclesiu£tical  cap  of  main- 
tenance with  which  Charles  was  now  dcl^i^eats  lu  it.-placu  the  ducal 
coronet  1  lie  lied  the  presence  of  his  imperial  putron,  made  and  «x*- 
entcd  his  own  te<4Lamontary  dispa^titions,  drJivcrcil  his  last  parsnbU 
charge  to  his  eldest  son,  and  bade  a  final  adieu  to  his  wei_>ping 
fiunUy.  The  gates  of  the  Castle  of  Ciaiidia  cloecd  on  their  self- 
banished  lord.  He  went  forth,  like  Francis  Xaner,  chanting  the 
song  of  David — '*  AVhen  Israel  went  out  of  Kgypt,  and  the  Uou&e  of 
Jacob  irom  a  Strang,  people ;" — but  adding,  ftx>m  another  strain  of 
the  royal  minetrd,  the  exulting  wonia,  "  Our  bontis  are  broken  and 
we  are  delivered."  He  lived  for  more  than  twenty  yean  from  this 
tima,  and  in  his  future  missions  into  Spun  often  passed  the  gates  of 
the  castle,  but  never  more  re-entered  thiuL  He  become  a  stranger 
even  to  his  chUdivn,  never  again  passing  so  much  as  a  sin;;!*.'  day  in 
their  society,  or  even  penuitting  himself  to  become  acquainted  nith 
their  off^iprinp. 

As  the  hinl  set  free  to  her  nest,  so  hastened  the  emancipated  Duke 
to  take  hia  seat  at  the  footstool  of  Ignatius.  Yet,  in  Ids  route 
through  Forram  and  Florence,  his  sacred  impatience  was  arrested* 
and  biS  humility  continued,  by  the  unwelcome  honours  yielded  to 
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liim  by  his  IdnHmen.  the  reigning  Bovereigns  of  those  dachies,  He 
woald  hftve  entered  Itome  by  night ;  but,  in  the  city  of  triurapba 
ud  ovations,  the  victorioiu  Loyola  coiiJd  not  but  demre  to  exhibit 
so  illijfitnous  &  oonqucftt.  Attended  by  the  Ambassador  of  Spain,  by 
a  prince  of  the  tioiise  of  Colonna,  and  by  a  long  train  of  canlinalR, 
pnc8t«,  and  noblL>8,  tlie  Duke  of  Gandia  advaueiMl  in  aolemn  procea- 
sion  to  the  Casa  Prof««8a.  There,  in  the  presence  of  his  General,  his 
wcftried  spirit  found  at  length  the  repose  which  the  mocit  profuse 
liberality  of  fortnne  hod  been  unabh;  to  bfistow.  With  tears  of  joy 
lie  IdflBfid  the  feet  of  the  jutriarch  and  of  his  professed  brethren,  es- 
teeming the  meanest  office  in  their  household  an  honour  too  exalted 
for  so  unworthy  an  asaociate ;  and  then,  in  a  general  confusion) 
poured  into  tlio  ear  of  IguatiuB  every  secret  of  liis  cunsdence  Irom 
the  dawn  of  life  to  that  long-desired  hour. 

^^uch  zeal  was  a  treasure  too  precious  to  be  left  without  some 
gn»t  and  definite  object ;  and  as  the  Duko  was  still  the  steward  of 
some  of  this  world's  treasures,  which  he  had  devoted  to  sacred 
uses,  they  were  employed  in  building  at  Home  the  church  and 
college  aftem'ards  so  famous  as  the  College  de  Propaganda  Fide. 
One  only  secular  care  still  awaited  him.  His  rank  as  a  grandee  of  ] 
Spain,  and  the  cross  of  St  Ingo,  could  not  be  laid  asirle  without  tho 
nt  of  the  Emperor.      It  was  solicited  with  all  tho  grace  of  an 

omplished  courtier,  ami  all  tho  fervour  of  a  saint.  But  while  ha 
lited  at  Home  the  aus%v«r  of  Charles,  a  new  alarm  dJsturbM  the 
"Serenity  of  the  Cua  Professa.  Ilie  di-eado<i  purple  was  again  pressed 
on  him  with  all  the  weight  of  Papal  admonitiuiL  To  avoid  it,  Gandia 
fled  the  presence  of  the  Pope  and  of  Ignatius,  retumod  to  Spain, 
|wtformid  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Castle  of  Loyola,  kissed  tho  hallowed 
ground,  and  tlieu  biir)'ing  himself  in  a  Jesuit  College  at  Ognato, 
once  more  awaited  the  dccMMOu  of  the  Emperor. 

It  soon  arrived.  He  was  no  longer  a  duke,  a  knight  of  St  lago, 
nor  even  a  Spanish  gentleman.  Solemnly  atul  in  due  legal  form, 
ne  ninouneod  aU  these  titles,  and  with  them  all  his  prof>erty  and 
territorial  rightx.  Even  his  s<^cnlar  dress  was  laid  aside,  and  his 
head  waa  prepared  hy  the  tonsure  for  the  episcopal  touch,  emblem- 
atic of  the  most  awful  mystery.  The  a.«rtonished  spootjitore  collected 
and  preserved  the  holy  relics.  And  now,  bent  in  lowly  prostration 
before  the  altar  at  Ognato,  the  Father  Francis  had  no  further 
•Bcritice  to  offer  there,  but  the  sacrifice  of  a  heart  emptied  of  all  the 
interest*  and  of  all  the  affectioTis  of  the  world.  Long  and  silent 
yroB  his  prayer,  but  it  was  unattended  with  any  trace  of  disorder. 
Tha  laara  he  shed  were  such  as  might  have  bedewed  the  cheek  of 
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tlie  Fiist  Kan  before  he  had  tasted  the  bitteruese  of  ttn.     He 
from  hifl  kneee,  bodo  a  laat  farevell  to  his  atteadaaln ;  and  Fat 
Prancis  was  left  aloue  with  hia  Creator. 

It  was  a  soliiude  not  long  to  Iw  uiaintained.  The  fanio  of 
devotion  hlJed  the  Vonioaiila.  All  who  needed  apirittial  cou 
and  all  who  wished  to  indulge  an  idle  cuiloaity,  resorteii  to  his  ceS 
Sings  songht  his  advice^  vondering  congrfgationa  hung  on  his  lif 
and  two  at  least  of  the  grandees  of  Spain  imitated  his  examph 
His  spiritual  triumphs  were  daily  more  and  more  s]>lendjd  ;  and, : 
he  might  escape  the  utill  tlireatened  promotion  into  the  CoUe^ 
Cartlinala,  might  be  as  enduring  aa  hia  life.  The  authority  of  Igns- 
tiua,  not  unaided  by  some  equivocal  exercise  of  hie  iiigenaity,  at 
length  placed  Father  Francii)  beyond  the  reach  of  this  last  daiigoL 
They  both  went  down  to  the  grave  without  witnessing  the  debase- 
ment of  their  Order  by  any  eculeamstical  dignity. 

But  there  was  yet  one  tie  to  the  pomp  and  vanity  of  this  worid 
which  could  not  be  entirely  bruken.  During  his  Ticeregal  adminis* 
tration,  Father  Francis  had  on  one  occasion  travo-rsed  the  halls  of 
the  C'astle  of  Barcelona  in  deep  and  secret  conference  with  his  im- 
perial cousin.  £ach  at  that  interview  imported  to  the  other  bis 
design  of  devoting  to  religions  retirement  the  interval  which  should 
intervene  between  the  business  and  the  close  of  life.  At  every 
season  of  disappointment  Ckirles  reverted  to  this  pnrpoec,  snd 
abandoned  or  postponed  it  with  each  return  of  socceas.  But  now, 
broken  with  siclcness  and  sonow,  he  hail  fixed  his  residence  in  ■ 
monastery  in  Estremadura,  and  summoned  the  former  viceroy  of 
Catalonia  to  the  presence  of  his  early  friend  and  patron.  Palling 
on  his  knees,  an  in  times  of  yore,  Father  Francis  oflered  to  imprMB 
the  kiss  of  homage  on  the  hand  which  had  so  lately  borne  the 
itec[)tre  of  half  the  civilised  world.  But  Charles  embraced  his 
cousin,  and  compelled  bim  to  sit,  and  to  sit  covered,  by  hia  side. 
I^ng  and  froriiient  wcro  their  convcraations ;  but  tlie  rocord  of 
them  transmitted  to  xii  by  tbe  historians  of  the  Order  of  Jesua,  hftft 
but  little  sombhince  of  authenticity.  Charles  is  made  to  assail,  and 
Borgia  to  defend  the  new  institute,  and  the  imperial  disputant  of 
course  yields  to  the  combined  force  of  eloquence  and  truth, 
seems  leas  improbable  that  the  publication  of  Memoirs  of  the 
of  the  Emperor,  to  be  written  by  himself,  was  one  subject  of  serio 
debate  at  those  interriovs.  and  that  the  good  father  dissuaded  it. 
If  the  tale  be  true,  he  has  certainly  one  claim  the  less  to  the  grati- 
tude of  later  times.  Wliut  seems  certain  is,  tlrnt  he  underto^-ik  and 
executed  some  secret  mission  from  Charles  to  the  court  of  Portugftl, 
that  he  acted  as  one  of  the  executoia  of  his  will,  and  ddivbtod  »-, 


Tuneral  oration  in  praise  of  the  decoasod  emperor  before  the  Spanish 
court  at  -ValladoUd. 

From  this  point  the  life  of  Borgia  meri;ra  in  the  general  history 
of  the  Order  lo  which  he  liad  attached  himself.  It  is  s  passage  of 
hifltory  full  of  the  miracles  of  ailf-deniul,  and  of  mimcles  in  the 
more  accurate  acceptation  of  the  word.  To  advance  the  cause  of 
education,  and  to  place  in  the  hands  of  his  oivn  Society  the  control 
of  that  mighty  engine,  waa  the  labour  which  Father  Francis,  a^ 
their  General,  chiefly  proposed  to  himsflf  His  success  was  com- 
plete!, and  he  lived  to  see  the  establishment,  in  almost  eveiy  state 
of  Europe,  of  collepea  formed  on  the  model  of  that  which  he  had 
him.^:-lf  formed  in  the  town  of  Gandio. 

Itor^  is  celebrated  by  his  admirers  as  tlie  most  illustrious  of  all 
coaqnerors  of  the  appetites  and  passional  of  our  common  nature ;  and 
the  praise,  such  as  it  is,  may  well  be  conceded  to  him.  No  other 
nint  in  the  calendar  ever  renounced  or  declined  so  great  an  amount 
of  worldly  grandeur  and  domestic  happiness.  No  other  embraced 
pov*iJrty  and  pain  in  forms  more  squalid,  nr  more  revolting  to  Iho 
flesh  and  blood.  So  strange  and  shocking  are  the  stories  of  his 
flagellatious,  of  the  diseases  contracted  by  them,  and  of  the  sicken- 
ing practices  by  which  he  tormented  his  senses,  that  even  to  read 
them  is  of  itself  no  light  penance.  Tn  the  same  spirit,  our  applnuse 
IS  demanded  for  feats  of  humility,  and  prodigies  uf  obcHeuce,  and 
mptures  of  devotion,  so  extravagimt,  that  his  biogrnphers  might 
soem  to  have  aasumed  the  office  of  penitential  executors  to  tho 
saint ;  and  to  challenge  for  his  memory  some  of  the  di^iBt  and 
contempt  which  when  living  ho  so  studiously  courted.  And  yet 
Boigia  wus  no  ordinary  man. 

He  had  great  talents  with  a  narrow  capacity.  Under  the  control 
of  minds  more  comprehensive  than  his  own,  he  could  adopt  and 
execnte  their  wider  views  with  admirable  address  and  vigour. 
With  rare  powers  both  of  endurance  uud  of  action,  he  was  tho  prey 
of  a  constitutional  melancholy,  which  matte  him  dependent  on  the 
more  sanguine  spirit  of  his  guides  for  all  his  aims  and  for  all  his 
hopes ;  but  once  rescued  from  the  agony  of  selecting  his  jwth,  he 
moved  along  it,  not  merely  with  firmnes.^,  hut  witli  impetuoeity. 
All  his  impulses  came  from  without ;  but  when  once  given,  they 
conld  not  readily  be  arrested.  The  very  dejection  and  stilf-tiLitrust 
of  his  nature  rendered  him  more  liable  than  otheT  men  to  impres- 
iiions  at  once  deep  and.  abiding.  Thus  he  was  a  saint  in  his  infancy 
at  the  bidding  of  his  nurse — then  a  cavalier  at  the  command  of  his 
uncle — an  inainutato  because  the  empress  desired  it — a  warrior  and 
a  viceroy  because  such  was  the  pleasure  of  Charles — a  devotee  from 
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seeing  a  corpw  in  a  state  of  decomposition — a  fuonder  of  colleges  oa 
the  advice  of  Pet*r  FaLer — a  Jeeuit  at  the  will  of  Ignatius — onj 
General  of  the  Order  because  his  colleagues  would  hare  it  sa  V(4 
each  of  these  charactcnt,  when  once  assumed,  wiu:  performotl,  not 
merely  with  oonstancy,  but  with  high  aud  just  npplause.  His  mind 
tras  like  a  sycophant  plants  feeble  when  alone,  but  of  admirable 
vigour  and  luxuriance  when  properly  suetainwh  A  whole  creation 
of  such  mfin  would  have  bcnn  unequal  to  the  work  of  I^atiw 
Loyola ;  but,  in  hia  grasp,  one  such  man  could  perform  a  splendid 
thoufih  hut  a  spcondary  sen-ice.  His  lifi>  was  more  eloquent  than 
all  the  homiliei)  of  Chi^'sostom.  Descending  from  one  of  the  mo6t 
brilliant  heights  of  human  prosperity,  he  exhibited  eveiywhcn,  uul 
in  an  Jispect  the  most  inlfllliyible  and  impressive  to  his  ront«mpoT- 
aiies,  the  awful  power  of  the  principles  by  which  he  was  impelled. 
Httil  he  lived  in  the  times  and  in  the  society  of  his  infamous  Liuft' 
men,  Borgia  would  not  improbably  have  shared  their  disastrous  it- 
nown.  But  liia  dopfiidcnt  nature,  moulded  by  a  far  different  in- 
tiuence,  rendered  him  a  cauouisud  saint ;  an  huaourable,  just,  and 
virtuous  man ;  one  of  the  most  eminent  ministers  of  a  polity  aa 
benevolont  in  intention  as  it  wna  gigantic  in  design  ;  and  the  founder 
of  a  system  of  education  pregnant  with  reanlts  of  almost  matchlcM 
importance.  His  mimolos  may  be  not  disadvflntageoiisly  comfiared 
with  those  of  the  Bai-on  Munchaiuen ;  but  it  would  be  leae  eoMy  lb 
find  a  meet  comparit<on  for  his  genuine  virtues.  They  triumph  OT«r 
all  the  eilly  legends  and  all  the  real  follies  which  obscure  his  charao 
ter.  Hia  whole  mature  life  was  but  one  protnicteil  martynlom,  far 
the  advancement  of  what  he  esteemed  the  pi'rfection  '*(  his  nwa 
nature  and  the  highnst  intercsta  of  his  foUow-men.  Thou^'h  ha 
maintained  an  intimate  personal  intercourse  with  Charles  IX.  and 
hia  mother,  and  cnjoyod  their  highest  favour,  there  is  no  reason  to 
■uppose  that  he  wiis  entrusted  with  their  atrocious  secret.  Kr^ 
in  the  lan<i  of  the  Intiuisitioii  he  had  finidy  refuee<l  to  lend  the  ; 

fluenco  of  his  name  to  that  sanguinary  tribunal ;    for  there      

nothing  morose  in  hia  fanaticism,  nor  mean  in  his  snbaerrienm 
Such  a  man  as  Francis  Borgia  could  hanlly  become  a  persecutor: 
His  own  Churnh  raiwxl  altarn  to  his  name.  Other  {."hurrheji  )]«n 
selected  or  ilcspised  iL  In  that  all-wise  and  all-compas8iona(« 
judgment,  which  is  uninvaded  >>y  our  mirrow  prejudicee  and  by  onr 
unhallnweil  feelings,  hia  fervent  love  of  (ifMl  anrl  of  man  wna  doubU 
less  permitted  to  cover  the  mnltitude  of  his  theoretical  errors  and 
real  oxti'avagance«.  Human  justice  is  severe  not  merely  bvcsose 
man  is  censorious,  but  because  ho  reasonably  distrusts  himself,  and 
fean  lest  hia  weakseM  shoold  confound  the  distinctions  of  good  and 


fTiL  Pivinn  jnMaco  is  lenient,  b«<»tuftn  thoro  alone  love  cftii  flow  in 
■U  iu  unruthomable  depths  and  boundless  expansion — impeded  hj 
no  <li-ead  of  error,  and  divcrtod  by  no  mispbced  sympathies. 

To  Ignatius,  the  founder  of  the  Onltir  of  the  Jesuits  ;  to  Savier, 
the  great  leader  in  their  miRBioiiary  enterprises;  to  LaynAz,  the 
aothor  of  their  peculiar  sysloin  of  theology ;  and  to  Borgia,  the 
arohitift  of  their  s)'steni  of  education,  two  nanicg  are  to  be  added 
to  uompkte  Iho  roll  of  the  groat  men  from  whope  hands  their 
Institute  received  the  form  it  retaias  to  the  present  hour.  These 
are  Belkmune,  from  whom  they  learned  the  arts  and  resources  of 
coutrover«y  ;  and  Acquuviva,  the  lifth  iu  nnnibfT,  but  in  effect  the 
fourth  of  their  Gonorak — who  may  be  descrihcNl  as  the  Nuraa 
PompiLius  of  the  Order.  There  is  iu  the  early  life  of  Bellormine  a 
kind  of  pastoral  beauty,  and  even  in  his  later  days  a  grace,  and  a 
BimpUcUy  BO  winning,  that  it  costs  some  effort  to  leave  such  a 
theme  unattempted.  The  character  of  Acqiiaviva,  one  of  the  most 
memorable  rulers  and  lawgivers  of  his  age,  it  would  be  a  still  greater 
effort  to  attempt. 

"  Henceforth  let  no  man  say"  (to  mount  on  the  stilts  of  dear  old 
Samuel  Johnson),  *'  Como,  I  will  write  a  disquisition  on  the 
btitor}',  the  lioctrines,  and  the  morality  of  tlie  Jesuits" — at  least  let 
no  man  say  so  who  has  not  subdued  the  lust  of  stor}--t«ning. 
Filled  tn  their  utmost  limits,  lie  before  us  the  sheets  so  recently 
deetined  to  that  ambitious  enterprise.  Perhaps  it  may  be  as  well 
^U5  to  have  }ieliled  to  tho  allurement  which  has  iiiarred  the  ori- 
ginftl  desipi.  If  in  later  days  the  disciples  of  Igiuitius,  obeying  the 
laws  of  all  human  institutions,  have  exhibited  the  sitre,  though 
slow,  devulupment  of  the  seeds  of  error  and  of  crime,  sown  by  the 
authors  of  their  polity,  it  must  at  lenst  be  lulmitteEl  that  tluiy  were 
men  of  no  common  mould.  It  is  something  to  Itnow  that  on  im- 
iuUr,  which,  after  three  centuries,  is  still  unapiint,  proceedeii  from 
ids  of  gigantic  power,  and  that  their  power  was  moral  us  much 

intellectual,  or  much  more  so.  In  our  own  times  mucli  indigna* 
tinn  and  mncii  alann  are  thrown  away  on  innovators  of  a  very 
different  stomp.  From  the  ascetics  of  tho  common  room,  from  men 
whose  courage  rises  high  enough  only  to  bint  at  their  unpopular 
opinions,  and  whose  belligerent  passions  anar  at  nothing  mon> 
d&ring  than  to  woriy  some  unfortunate  professor,  it  is  almost  ludi- 
crous to  fear  any  great  movement  on  tho  theatre  of  human  affairs. 
"When  we  see  these  dainty  gentlemen  in  rags,  and  hear  of  them 
from  the  ^nows  of  the  Himalaya,  we  may  begin  to  tremble. 

The  slave  of  his  OTvn  appetites,  in  bondage  to  conventional  laws, 
his  spirit  emasculated  by  the  indulgcncea  or  corroded  by  tho  cores 
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of  life,  liardly  daring  to  act,  to  speak^  or  to  think  forhims^,  ] 
gregarious  and  idolatrous  man — woiships  the  world  in  which  he 
lives,  adopts  its  maxims,  and  treads  its  beaten  patha  To  ronae  him 
from  his  lethargy,  and  to  give  a  new  current  to  his  thonghts,  heroes 
appear  from  time  to  time  on  the  vei^  of  his  horizon,  and  henv 
worship,  Pagan  or  Christian,  withdraws  him  for  a  while  from  still 
baser  idolatry.  To  contemplate  the  motives  and  the  career  of  soch 
men,  may  teach  much  which  weU  deserves  the  knowing ;  bnt  no- 
thing more  clearly  than  this — that  no  one  can  have  shrinea  erected  to 
his  memory  in  the  he^s  of  men  of  distant  generations,  onless  hia 
own  heart  was  on  altar  on  which  daily  sacrifices  of  fervent  devotion, 
and  magnanimous  self-denial,  were  offered  to  the  only  tme  olyect  of 
human  worship. 
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!Ehou8H  literature  is  singularly  defective  in  whatever  relates  to  the 
Reformation  in  Germany  and  Switzerland,  and  to  the  lives  of  the 
great  men  by  whom  it  was  accomplished.  A  native  of  this  island 
who  would  know  anything  to  the  purpose,  of  Reuchlin  or  Hutten, 
-  of  Luther  or  Melancthon,  of  Zuingle,  Bucer,  or  CEcolampadius,  of 
Calvin  or  Farel,  must  betake  himself  to  other  languages  than  his 
own.  To  fill  this  void  in  our  libraries,  is  an  enterprise  which 
might  stimulate  the  zeal,  and  establish  the  reputation,  of  the  ripest 
student  of  Ecclesiastical  History  amongst  us.  In  no  other  field 
could  be  discover  more  ample  resources  for  narratives  of  dramatic 
interest ;  for  the  delineation  of  characters  contrasted  in  every- 
thing except  their  common  design ;  for  exploring  the  influence  of 
philosophy,  arts,  and  manners,  on  the  fortunes  of  mankind ;  and 
for  reverently  tracing  the  footsteps  of  Divine  Providence,  moving 
among  the  ways  and  works  of  men,  imparting  dignity  to  events 
otherwise  unimportant,  and  a  deep  significance  to  occurrences  in 
any  other  view  as  trivial  as  a  border  raid,  or  as  the  palaver  of  an 
African  vilh^ 

Take,  for  example,  the  life  of  TJlric  de  Hutten,  a  noble,  a  war- 
rior, and  a  rake ;  a  theologian  withal,  and  a  Reformer ;  and  at  the 
same  time  the  author,  or  one  of  the  authors,  of  a  satire  to  be  classed 
amongst  the  most  effective  which  the  world  has  ever  seen.  Had  the 
recreative  powers  of  Walter  Scott  been  exercised  on  Hutten's  story, 
how  famihar  would  all  Christendom  have  been  with  the  stem 

*  Any  interest  which  may  have  attached  to  this  essay,  on  its  first  appear- 
ance, has  heen  so  effectually  saperseded  by  Mr  Hazlitt's  more  recent  work  on 
Lather,  that  the  republication  of  it  now  cuold  hardly  be  justified,  were  it  not 
that  it  forms  an  essential  part  of  the  series  to  which  it  oelongs,  by  exhibiting  the 
singular  contrast  between  the  characters  of  the  great  GemuiD  Aeformer  ud  of 
the  Founders  of  Jesuitism.  Erery  one,  however,  who  wishes  to  onderatand  0 
personal  character  of  Martin  Luther,  will  of  coarse  stody  it  in  Mi  HaiUtt'i  he 
and  in  the  anthoritieB  to  which  he  refeia. 
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Baron  of  Franconia,  and  Ulric,  his  petulant  boy;  wiOi  the  £it 
Alibot  of  Fulda  dririnj;  tho  fiery  youth  by  penantCB  and  homlliet 
to  rangQ  a  literary  vagabond  on  tho  face  of  the  earth  ■  and  with  the 
burgomaster  of  Frankfort,  avenging  by  a  still  more  formidable  pon- 
icthment  the  jHwqniniuie  wiiich  !iad  insulted  his  civic  dignity.  How 
vivid  would  bu  tlie  imsigfl  of  Huttcn  at  tho  siege  of  Pavio,  ttitotlung 
duspair  iUself  by  writing  his  own  epitiipli ;  giving  combat  to  fivs 
Frenchmen  for  the  glory  of  Maximilian ;  and  receiraig  from  the 
deJiglitod  Emperor  the  £nigal  reward  of  a  poetic  crown,  lljen  would 
have  succeeded  the  court  and  princely  patronage  of  "  the  Pope  of 
Hentz,"  and  the  camp  and  c-a^tfe  nf  the  Lord  of  f^iekengen,  until  tha 
chequered  scene  closed  with  Vlric'a  death-bed  employmeni  of  pro- 
ducing a  satire  on  hia  stupid  physician. 

All  things  were  welcome  to  Uutten ;  anna  and  love,  theology  and 
debauchery,  a  disputation  with  the  Thomists,  a  controvessy  with 
FntsmiiH,  or  a  war  to  the  knife  with  tlie  dunces  of  his  age.  His 
claim  to  liavo  written  the  Epuiola  Olecttrontm  Virvruin^  hoe,  indeed, 
been  disputed,  though  vnXh  little  apparent  reason.  It  i«  at  Jeaet 
dear  that  he  asserted  his  own  title,  and  that  no  other  candidate  for 
that  equivocal  honour  united  in  himself  the  wit  and  leamin|j[,  the 
audarily  and  lioentioutinesa,  which  suoceeaively  adorn  and  distiguiv 
that  extmorttiiiary  work,  Neither  is  it  quite  just  to  ex<-lnd«  the 
satirist  fnjin  the  list  of  those  who  lent  a  material  aid  to  the  liiiform- 
ation.  It  is  not,  certainly,  by  the  heartiest  or  the  meet  cont<<mptuaaa 
laugh  that  dynasties,  whether  ci%'il  or  religiooo,  ore  subverted  ;  but 
it  would  be  uiilair  to  deny  altogether  to  Hutten  the  praise  of  having 
contributed  by  his  meroiloss  banter  to  the  suocossee  of  wiser  and 
better  meji  than  himeel£  To  set  ou  edge  tlie  teeth  of  the  Cioeroniaas 
by  tho  Latinity  of  tho  correspondents  of  the  profound  Ortuinus,  wu 
but  a  pleasant  jest ;  but  it  was  something  mote  to  confer  an  imino^ 
taUty  of  ridicule  on  the  ftrodito  doctors  who  seriously  apprehended, 
from  the  study  of  GnH«k  and  Hebrew,  the  revival  at  once  of  th* 
worship  of  ^linerva,  and  of  the  rite  uf  circumcision.  It  was  in  stool 
satirical  justice,  tluit  places  w<>re  assigned  to  these  sogtw  iu  a  fanaa 
as  brood  as  was  ever  drawn  by  Aristophanes  or  Moliere ;  a  £uM 
which  was  destitute  neither  of  the  riotous  mirth,  nor  even  of  soras 
of  that  deep  wii>dom  wLieli  it  was  tho  pluisiuv  of  those  great  dmms* 
lists  tu  exhibit  beneath  that  grotesque  mask. 

Much  as  Luther  himaolf  ineoiumi  gravitate  Joevm  ienlavit,  bs 
yeeoived  with  little  roUah  these  sallies  of  his  facetious  ally ;  whom 
he  not  only  cciuurod  for  employing  the  language  of  reproach  aad 
insult,  but,  harder  still,  doscribe^i  as  a  bnflbon.  It  is,  perhaps,  wvU 
for  the  digni^  of  the  stem  Keformor  that  tho  taunt  was  ankoowa 
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to  the  object  of  it ;  fur,  great  as  hn  was,  Huttnn  wauM  net  havo 
spared  him  ;  and  as  thu  quiver  of  few  satirista  had  bven  stored  wiih 
kmoer  or  more  ODvenonwd  sliafis,  ho,  few  illustrious  men  have  ex- 
posed to  saoh  an  assailant  a  ^^rMtt^r  number  of  niltiprahle  pointa. 
But  of  those,  or  of  tho  oth«  private  habita  ol  Luther,  little  is  gener- 
ally recorded.  Biatory  having  claim^  him  for  her  own,  Biography 
has  yielded  to  the  proleosiona  of  her  more  stately  sister ;  and  tho 
domestic  and  interior  life  of  the  antagonist  of  Leo  and  of  Chariea 
yet  rmnaina  to  ha  writtca 

The  matoriala  are  abundant,  and  of  the  higheet  interest; — a 
collection  of  letters  scarcely  le&s  Toluminous  than  those  of  Voltaire ; 
the  ColifMptia  Afensalta,  in  some  ports  of  more  doubtful  autlieuticity, 
jot,  on  the  whole,  a  genuine  record  of  his  conversation ;  his  theo- 
logical writings,  a  mine  of  egotisuus  of  the  ritheat  ore ;  and  the  works 
of  Melancthon,  Seckendorf,  C^xhloeus,  Eraaniua,  and  many  others, 
who  fiouriflhod  in  an  ago  when,  amongst  Ipamed  inrn,  to  write  and 
to  live  were  ahiiost  cfinvertible  tenns.  M.  Mfrle  D'Aubign^'s  "His- 
torj'  of  tho  Great  Itcformution  of  the  Sixteenth  Century  in  Germany^ 
Switzerland,  &c.,"  18,  in  fact,  an  unlinished  Ijfe  of  Latlier,  closing 
with  his  appeal  from  the  Pope  to  a  General  Council  It  is  the  most 
oiabnmte  of  a  long  Berici  of  works  on  the  Reformation,  recentJy 
puhUalied  on  the  Continent,  by  the  present  inheritors  of  the  prin- 
ciplea  and  passiona  which  first  agitated  Enrepe  in  the  beginning  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  By  far  the  most  amusing  of  the  series  is  the 
collection  of  LiUherUxwt  by  M.  Michelet,  which  we  are  bound  to 
notice  with  especial  gratitude,  as  aflbnl^  a  greater  number  of 
valuable  refereuces  than  oU  other  books  of  the  eamc  kind  put  to* 
gciLher.  It  waa  drawn  «p  as  a  relaxation  ^m  those  aovcrer  studies 
<m  which  M.  Micholet's  historical  fame  depends.  But  the  pastime 
of  Bome  men  is  worth  fur  more  than  the  IjLVtonrs  of  the  rest ;  and 
tiiis  (xjuipilation  haa  every  merit  but  that  of  an  appropriate  title ; 
for  an  autoliingraphy  it  asauredly  is  not,  in  any  of  the  senses,  accur- 
ate or  popular,  of  that  much  abused  word. 

Iiunilatod  in  oar  hubits  and  purguita,  not  less  than  in  our  geogra- 
pliicnl  position,  it  u  hut  tArdily  that  within  the  intrenchment  of 
oar  tour  seas,  wo  B\Tnpathi9e  with  tho  intellectual  movements  of 
the  Bations  which  dwell  beyond  them.  Many,  however,  are  the 
motives,  of  at  least  equal  force  in  these  islands  as  in  the  old  and 
jiBW  continents  of  the  Christian  world,  for  diverting  the  eye  from 
the  present  to  tl»  past,  from  those  who  would  now  reform,  to  those 
who  firat  rrformed,  tho  churches  of  Europa  Or,  if  graver  reasons 
OAuld  not  he  found,  it  is  beyond  all  dispute  that  the  profrasors  of 
Witteniberg,  three  hundred  yeoia  ago,  formed  a  group  as  much  mora 
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entertaining  than  those  of  Oxford  at  present,  as  the  contest  with  Dr 
lick  exceeded  in  iiitereat  the  Bqtiabblu  with  Dr  llanii«len. 

The  old  Adam  in  Martin  Luther  (a  favourite  subject  of  his  dift- 
course)  was  a  very  formidable  pc^rsonage  j  lodged  in  a  bodily  frame 
of  surpassing  vigour,  so1iritt!d  by  vehement  appetites,  and  alive  to 
all  tbd  passions  by  which  man  is  armed  for  ofTettsiTe  or  defensive 
warfare  with  liis  fellows.  In  accordance  with  a  general  law,  that 
temperament  was  austJiinpd  by  nerves  whicii  shrank  neither  irom  tha 
endurance  nor  the  infliction  of  neccssaiy  pain ;  and  by  a  courage 
which  rose  at  the  approach  of  difficulty,  and  exulted  in  the  preeeooe 
of  danger.  A  rarer  jurodigality  of  nature  combined  with  these  en- 
dowments an  inflexible  reliance  on  the  concluaiotts  of  hiu  own  under> 
standing,  and  on  the  energy  of  his  own  will  He  come  forth  on  the 
theatre  of  life  another  Samson  Agonistes,  "  with  phun  heroic  magni- 
tude of  mind,  and  celestial  vigour  armed /'ready  to  wage  an  un- 
equal combat  with  the  hanghticst  of  the  giants  of  Oath  ;  or  to  shake 
down,  though  it  were  on  his  own  hejui,  the  columns  of  the  pruudfat 
of  her  temples. 

Yiewod  in  his  belligerent  aspect,  he  night  hare  seemed  a  being 
cut  oil'  from  the  common  brotherhood  of  mankind,  and  bearin>»  from 
on  high  a  couiniiiMiQn  to  bring  to  pa^  the  remote  cndi^of  ttiu  l>ivine 
benevolence,  by  means  appalling  to  human  guilt  and  to  humwi 
weakness.  But  he  was  reclaimed  into  the  bosom  of  the  great  famil/ 
of  man,  by  bonds  strong  and  nuuieruus  in  proportion  to  the  vigDor 
of  the  propensities  they  were  intended  to  control.  There  brooded 
over  him  a  constitutional  melancholy,  sometimes  engendering  sad- 
ness, but  mure  often  giving  birth  to  iln-arua  so  wild,  that,  if  viWfied 
by  the  inuigination  of  Dant«,  they  might  have  poised  into  visions 
aa  awful  and  majetitiu  as  those  of  the  lu/emo.  As  these  wxsXjs  ndled 
away  bright  gleams  of  sunshine  took  their  place  \  and  that  robust 
mind  yielded  itself  to  social  enjoyments,  with  the  hearty  relish,  the 
bruad  humour,  and  tlie  glorious  profuRion  of  sense  and  nonsense, 
wluch  betoken  the  relaxations  of  those  who  abdicate  an  habitual 
sovereignty  over  other  men  to  become,  for  a  passing  hour,  their  com- 
panions. Luther  had  otimr  and  yet  more  {tntent  spells  with  which 
to  cast  out  the  demons  who  liaimtcd  him.  He  had  asccrtoineil  and 
taught  that  tlic  spirit  of  ttarknc.^<i  abhors  sweet  sounds  not  leas  tliux 
light  it^'If ;  for  music  (he  says),  while  it  chases  away  the  e\'il  s ag- 
gestions,  eflectoally  baffles  the  wiles  of  the  tempter.  His  lute,  aiid 
hand,  and  voice,  accomjianying  bis  own  sutumn  meltidics,  wn« 
therefore  raised  to  repel  the  uiore  vehement  aggressionB  of  the  cm^my 
of  mankind  ;  whnne  feebler  assaultA  he  encountered  by  studying  th» 
politics  of  a  rookery,  by  assigning  to  each  beautiful  cication  of  hk 


flower-Tjcds  an  appropriate  sylph  or  genius,  by  the  company  of  his 
Catherine  dc  liura,  and  the  sporU  of  their  saucy  John,  and  pLiyt'ul 
Mof^diiiGno. 

The  name  of  Catherine  has  long  ciyoycd  a  w-ide  hut  douhtful 
celebrity.  She  was  it  lady  of  noblo  birth,  and  was  still  young  when 
she  renounced  tho  ancient  fiuth,  her  convent,  and  her  vows,  to  be- 
comft  the  strife  of  Martin  Luther.  From  this  portentous  union  of  a 
monk  anil  nun,  the  **  obscure  men  "  conl^lently  prtdicteil  the  birth 
of  ^Vntichrist ;  while  tho  wits  aiid  seholara  j;rcot<d  their  nuptials 
iritli  a  tbick  liail-etonn  of  epif^ims,  bynms,  and  dilhyrambics,  the 
leonietl  Et^ciiifl  himself  chiming  into  tho  loud  chorus  ^vith  an  elabor- 
ate rfjilhuhiniium.  The  bridegroom  met  the  tempest  with  tho 
spirit  of  another  Benedict,  by  a  countc^r-hlast  of  invtctive  and  aar- 
casms,  which,  alterwunls  collected  undor  the  title  of  "  the  Lion  and 
the  Asi,"  perpetuated  the  memoiy  of  thin  redoubtable  controversy. 
"  My  enemiea,"  he  exclaimed,  "  triumphed.  Thoy  shouted,  lo,  lo  f 
I  vraa  rcsolTod  to  show  that,  olil  and  feeble  as  I  am,  I  am  not  going 
to  sound  a  retreat.  X  tnist  I  shall  do  still  more  to  spoil  their 
merriment. " 

This  indiscreet,  if  not  criminal  nlarril^;e»  scarcely  admitted  a  more 
seriuiia  defence.  Yet  Lather  wain  not  a  man  to  do  anjlhing  which 
ho  wii3  not  prepared  to  justify.  '*  Ho  had  inculcated  on  olliors  tho 
ftdrautagt^s  of  the  conjuj^al  state,  and  was  hound  to  enforce  liis  pre- 
cepts hy  his  example.  The  war  of  the  peasants  had  brought  reproach 
on  the  principles  of  the  Reformation  ;  and  it  was  iucumbeut  on  him 
to  RU^Uiin  the  minds  of  his  foUowera,  and  to  bear  his  testimony  to 
evangelical  truth  by  dewln  as  well  as  words.  Tlierfefore,  it  was  fit 
that  he  should  marry  a  nun."  Such  is  the  logic  of  inclination,  and 
such  thfi  presumption  of  unintrmipted  eiiccesa  "DrOrtuinus" 
himself  never  lent  his  venerable  sanction  to  a  stranger  sophistry, 
than  timt  widen  could  thus  discover  in  one  great  scandal  an  apology 
for  another  far  more  justly  offensive^ 

Catherine  was  a  very  pretty  woman,  if  Holbein's  portrait  may  he 
believed ;  although  even  her  personal  charms  have  been  rudely 
impogncd  by  her  hnsband's  cnomica,  in  grave  disquisitions  devoted, 
to  that  momontous  question.  Better  still,  she  was  a  fuithful  and 
affectionate  wife.  But  thcru  is  a  no  less  famous  Catherine  to  whom 
she  bore  a  strong  family  resomblaucc.  She  brought  from  her  nun- 
sety  an  anxious  mind,  a  shrewish  temper,  and  great  vohibility  of 
q^eech.  Luther's  arts  wero  not  those  of  Petruchio.  AVith  him 
nrerence  for  woman  was  at  once  a  natural  instinct  and  a  point  of 
doctrine.  He  olwervnd,  that  when  the  first  wom;in  was  brought  to 
ihft  liist  man  to  receive  her  name,  he  called  her  not  wife,  but 
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nioUier  —  "Eve,  tlie  mother  of  all  living" — a  word,  he  gays, 
"  raoTo  eloquent  than  pvor  full  from  tho  lips  of  l)Rnioslhrni'ii,'* 
So,  like  a  wise  and  kind-hearttxi  man,  v-hen  liis  Cuthorine  pmtitni 
he  smiled,  when  ahe  ^wned  he  playfully  stole  away  her  nnger, 
and  chided  her  aimetiBs  with  the  gentlffat  Roothing.  A  liappicr  or 
a  more  peaceful  huine  was  not  to  be  found  in  that  land  of  domestic 
tcnd(.inif)8S.  Ynt  the  confession  must  be  made,  that,  fmm  firrt  to 
last,  this  love  tale  is  nothing  less  than  a  cose  of  /aww  mnjentat 
against  the  aoveieignty  of  romance.  Luthe-r  and  hi«  bride  ditl  not 
meet  on  either  side  with  the  raptimi*i  of  a  ftret  ailectinn.  lie  Iiad  long 
hefore  sighed  for  the  fair  Ave  S<;honfeIilen,  and  ohe  had  not  com- 
oealcil  her  attachment  fur  a  certain  .Tonniio  Umuiijartner.  Avo  had 
bestowed  herself  in  marriage  on  a  physician  of  Prussia ;  and  l>efo» 
Luther's  irrcvocabln  vows  were  pledged,  Jerome  received  from  his 
great  rival  au  iutimatiuii  that  he  still  possessed  the  heurt,  and,  with 
common  activity,  might  even  yet  secure  the  hand,  of  Cathorina. 
But  honest  Jerome  waa  not  a  man  to  be  hurried.  He  eilently  re- 
signed his  protensionfl  to  his  illustrions  competitor,  who,  even  in  tha 
moment  of  success,  had  the  discernment  to  perceive,  and  the  frank- 
nesa  to  avow,  that  hk  love  waa  not  of  a  flaming  or  angovemable 
nature. 

"  Notliing  on  this  earth,"  said  the  good  Borne  Ursula  Schweickard, 
with  whom  Luther  hoarded  when  at  schonl  at  Eisouaeh,  *'  ia  of  sadk 
inestimable  value  sat  a  woman's  lo\'e."  Tliis  maxim,  Tecommaiuied 
more,  perhaps,  by  truth  than  originality,  dwelt  long  on  the  mini 
and  on  t)ie  tongue  of  the  Kcformcr.  Tu  have  dismissed  this  or  any 
other  text  without  a  commentary  would  have  been  abhorrent  &om 
his  habits  of  mind ;  and  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Cutht'rine  he  thtta 
insiete  on  a  kiinlred  doctiine,  the  converse  of  the  i\nl.  **  Tha 
gxe«t<wt  favour  of  God  is  to  have  a  good  and  pious  hiiHlnml,  to 
wham  you  can  entrust  your  all,  your  person,  and  even  your  life  : 
whose  children  and  yours  arc  the  same.  Catherine,  you  have  a  piooa 
htuband  who  loves  yea  You  are  an.  empress ;  th&uk  God  for  it" 
His  conjugal  meditations  were  often  in  a  gayer  mood ;  as  for  ax* 
ample,  —  "If  I  were  going  to  make  love  again  I  would  carve  aa 
obeciient  woman  oat  of  marble,  in  despair  of  finding  one  in  any 
other  way."* — "  During  the  first  year  of  our  marriage  she  vonld  ait 
by  my  side  while  I  was  at  my  books,  and,  not  having  anything  else 
to  say,  would  a±«k  me  whether,  in  IVussia,  the  Maigiave  and  tlie 
bouse  steward  wore  not  always  brotheia."  —  "  Did  you  siy  your 
I'ater,  Catherine,  before  you  began  the  sennon  1  If  you  had,  I  think 
yon  would  have  been  forbidden  to  prparli.**  lie  addressee  her 
eometunes  as  my  Lord  Catherine^  <a  Catherine   the  (^aeaa,   fbe 
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EmpTcfs,  the  Doctoiwa;  or  as  Cathorina  tho  rich  and  noblo  Lady  of 
Zoilsdorf^  where  thoy  had  a  cottage  »nd  a  fcvr  roods  of  gmund. 
Bat  an  age  odranood,  thrae  playAiL  Bailies  were  nbaoduued  for  the 
following  graver  and  more  affectionate  style.  "  To  the  gnwiotis 
Lady  Catherine  Luther,  my  dear  wife,  who  vexea  heiself  overmvich, 
gmce  and  ppacc  in  the  Ixinl !  Dgst  Catherine,  you  ahonld  read  fit 
Joho,  and  what  in  aaid  in  the  Cfitiwhism  of  tho  eonfiiience  to  to 
leposed  in  God.  Indeeil  you  torment  yourself  as  though  he  wore 
not  Almighty,  and  could  not  produce  new  Doctors  Maitiu  hy  the 
floore,  if  the  old  doctor  should  drown  himself  in  the  SaaL  —  'ITiepe 
ia  one  who  watches  OTer  me  more  BfTectiially  than  thou  canst,  or 
than  all  tho  ang^lB.  He  eiis  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father 
Almighty.     Thcref-rn-e  ho  calm." 

There  were  six  clilidreu  of  thi$  marriage ;  and  it  is  at  once 
touching  and  amusing  to  seo  mth  what  adroitness  Luther  contrir^l 
to  gratify  at  once  hia  tenderness  aa  a  father  and  his  taato  as  a  theo- 
IcK^AZL  When  the  brightening  eye  of  one  of  the  urchins  round  his 
table  confessed  the  allurements  of  a  downy  peach,  it  was  **  the  image 
of  a  tovH  rejoicing  in  hope"  Over  an  infant  jiressed  to  his  motlic^a 
bosom  thus  morolised  the  severe  but  affectionate  Reformer :  "  That 
1»bo  and  eTeiyihing  else  which  Wlongs  to  us  is  hated  by  the  Pope* 
hj  Duke  George,  hy  their  afllterenU,  and  hy  all  the  devils. 
Tet^  dear  little  fellow,  he  tronblep  liimsolf  nnt  a  whit  for  all  these 
>werfui  enemies  ;  he  gaily  sucks  the  hreitst,  hioks  round  him  with 
lud  laagh,  and  lets  them  storm  as  they  like?."  There  were  darker 
IDS*  wben  even  theology  and  polemics  give  way  to  the  more 
powcrfiU  voice  of  nature ;  nor,  indeed,  has  the  deepest  wisdom  any- 
thing to  add  to  his  lamentation  over  the  bier  of  his  daughter  Mag- 
dalene, "Such  is  the  power  of  natural  affection,  that  I  cannot 
endnie  this  without  team  and  groans,  or  mther  an  utter  deadness  of 
heart.  At  the  hott<Mn  of  my  soul  are  engraven  her  looks,  her  words, 
her  gr^Hures,  as  I  gazed  at  her  in  her  lifetime  and  on  her  deathbed. 
My  dutifid,  my  geutle  daughter !  even  the  divith  of  Christ  (and 
what  are  sU  deatlis  compared  to  hisl)  cannot  tear  me  from  this 
thoQ^t  as  it  should.     She  was  pUyful,  lovely,  anil  full  of  lovo  f" 

"Whatever  others  may  think  of  these  nursery  tales,  we  have  certain 
TCAtom  of  our  own  for  suspecting  that  there  is  not,  on  either  side  of 
the  Twe<«l,  a  P-i/ni  who  will  not  read  the  following  h'tt^r,  sent  by 
Lather  to  his  ehiept  hoy  during  the  Diet  of  Augsburg,  with  more 
interest  than  any  or  all  of  the  five  "  Coufeseions  "  presented  to  the 
Smperor  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

"  Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee,  my  dear  little  hoy  !  I  rejoice  to 
Bud  that  you  are  attentive  to  your  la<uons  and  your  praycm.     Pcr- 
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severe,  my  child,  and  when  I  come  home  I  ■will  bring  yon  Bom« 
pretty  fairing.  I  know  of  a  beautiful  ganltui,  full  of  children  in 
golden  dresses,  who  nm  about  unik-r  the  tioe«,  eating  ftpplps,  peaw, 
cherries,  iiut^,  and  pluui».  Tlicy  jump  and  mn^  and  arc  full  of  gle^, 
and  they  have  pretty  little  honufs  with  golden  bridles  und  silvur 
saddle*.  An  1  went  by  tliis  ganien  I  asked  tlio  owner  of  it  who 
those  children  were,  end  he  told  me  that  tliey  were  the  good  chfl- 
dren,  who  loved  to  say  their  prayers,  and  to  leani  their  le«8ond.  and 
who  fear  God.  Then  I  said  to  him,  Boar  air,  I  have  a  boy,  little 
John  Luther ;  may  not  ho  tiio  eome  to  this  ganien,  to  eat  tlieea 
beautiful  apples  and  pears,  to  ride  these  prcthr  little  horses,  and  to 
play  with  the  other  children  1  And  the  man  said,  If  be  ia  veiy 
good,  if  he  says  his  prayers,  and  learns  his  lessons  cheerfully,  ha 
may  come,  and  he  may  briniii;  with  him  little  Philip  and  Uttla 
James.  Ilero  they  will  find  lifcs  and  drums  and  other  nitx*  inrtni- 
menta  to  play  upon,  and  they  sliall  dance  and  shoot  with  little  croas* 
bows.  Then  the  man  showed  me  in  the  midst  of  the  garden  a 
beautiful  meadow  to  dance  in.  iiut  all  this  ha])pened  in  the  morn- 
ing before  the  children  had  dined  ;  so  I  could  not  stay  till  the  be- 
ginning of  th<i  tlanr:e,  but  I  said  to  tlic  man,  I  will  go  and  write  to 
my  dear  little  John,  and  teach  him  to  bo  good,  to  fiay  his  prayerB, 
and  leam  liis  lessons,  tliat  he  may  come  to  thia  garden.  But  he  has 
an  Aunt  Magdalene,  whom  he  loves  very  much — may  be  bring  Iwr 
with  him  1  The  man  Raid,  Yes,  tell  him  tbal  they  may  comn  to- 
gether. Be  good  therefore,  diiar  i-hild,  and  tt^ll  Pliilip  and  James 
the  aame,  that  you  may  all  come  and  )ilay  in  tills  beautiful  ganlan. 
1  commit  you  to  the  care  of  God.  Give  my  love  to  your  Aunt  Mag- 
dalene, and  kiss  her  for  mo.  Trom  your  Papa  who  loves  you, — 
Martin  Luther." 

If  it  be  not  a  suflicient  apologj'  fur  the  quotation  of  this  iatherly 
epistle  to  say,  that  it  is  the  talk  uf  Martin  Luther,  a  weightier  de- 
fence may  be  drawn  from  the  remark  that  it  illustrates  one  of  hta 
most  serious  opinions.  The  views  commonly  received  amongst 
Christiana,  of  the  nature  of  the  happiness  reiierved  in  another  stata 
of  being,  for  the  obedient  and  faitliful  in  this  life,  he  regarde*!,  if 
not  as  erroneoua,  yet  aa  resting  on  no  sufficient  foundation,  and  oa 
ill  adapted  to  "allure  to  hri^hte^  worlds."  He  thonght  that  the 
eigoyments  of  Heaven  hail  Wen  refined  away  to  such  a  point  of 
evanesc«nt  spiritualitj*  as  to  deprive  Ihem  of  their  nweasary  attrso- 
tion  ;  and  the  allegory  invented  for  the  delight  of  little  John,  wTa 
but  the  adaptation  to  the  thooghte  of  a  child  of  a  doctrine  which  he 
was  at!Customed  to  inculcate  on  others,  under  imagery  more  elevated 
than  that  of  drums,  crossbows^  and  golden  bridJea.  
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There  is  but  one  step  {rom  the  nursery  to  Uie  servants'  hall ;  and 
they  who  have  borne  with  tho  parentaJ  counsels  to  littlo  John,  may 
endure  the  following  letter  respecting  an  aged  namesake  of  his  who 
was  about  to  quit  Luther's  family  :— 

*♦  We  must  dismiss  old  John  with  honour.  We  know  that  he 
hoa  always  aer\-«d  us  faithfully  and  zealously,  and  as  became  a 
Christian  eervauL  WHiat  Iiave  we  not  given  to  vagabonds  and 
thanklees  students  who  have  made  a  bad  use  of  our  money  ^  So  we  J 
will  not  be  ni^-gardly  to  so  worthy  a  servant,  on  whom  our  monoT'l 
will  be  bestowed  in  a  manner  pleasinf?  to  God.  You  need  not  remind 
me  that  we  are  not  rich.  I  would  ghidly  give  him  leu  florins  if  I 
had  them,  but  do  not  let  it  be  less  than  five.  He  is  not  able  to  da 
mur.h  for  hirii«elf.  Pray  help  hliu  in  any  other  way  you  can. 
Think  how  this  money  can  be  raised.  Tliero  is  a  silver  cup  wliich 
nn^lit  be  pawned.  Sure  I  am  tliat  God  will  not  desert  ua 
Adieu." 

Luther's  pleasures  were  as  simple  as' his  domestic  affections  were 
pure.  Ho  wrote  metrical  versions  of  the  Psalms,  so  well  described 
by  Mr  Hal  lam,  as  holding  a  middle  place  between  the  doggerel  of 
Stemhold  and  Hopkins,  and  the  meretricious  omaineDts  of  the  later 
Teisihers  of  tlie  8ongs  of  David.  He  wedded  to  tliem  music  of  his 
own,  to  which  the  most  obtuse  car  cannot  listen  without  emotion. 
The  greatest  of  thfl  soris  of  Germany  wa-s  in  this  reapect,  a  true 
child  of  that  Tocal  land  -,  for  such  was  his  cnthu3io.<im  for  the  art, 
that  he  assigned  to  it  a  place  second  only  to  that  of  theology  itself. 
He  waa  also  an  ardent  lover  of  pointing,  and  yielded  to  Albert 
X)urer  the  homage  which  he  denied  to  Csjetan  and  Erasmus.  His 
Are  among  the  earliest  works  emhttllished  by  the  aid  of  the  engraver. 
With  the  birds  of  his  native  country  lie  had  established  a  strict  in- 
timacy, watching,  smiling,  and  moralising  over  their  habits.  "  That 
little  fellow,"  he  said  of  a  binl  going  to  roost,  "has  chosen  his 
shelter,  and  is  quiidly  rocking  himself  to  alcep  without  a  care  for  to- 
morrow's lodging,  calmly  liolding  by  his  little  twig,  and  leaving  God 
Ui  think  for  him."  The  following  parable,  in  a  letter  to  Spalatin, 
is  in  a  more  ambitious  strain : — 

'•  You  are  going  to  Augsburg  without  having  taken  the  aiispioo^  j 
and  iguordut  when  you  will  be-  allowed  to  begin.     I,  on  the  othet  < 
~  Hid,  am  iu  the  midst  of  the  Couiitia,  in  tlie  presence  of  illusLrions 
ftvereigns,  kings,  dukes,  grandees,  and  nobles,  who  are  solemnly 
debating  affairs  of  state,  and  making  the  air  ring  -nitb  their  deli-J 
berations  and  decrees.     Instead  of  imprisoning  themselves  in  those  ^ 
royal  caverns  which  you  call  palaces,  they  hold  their  asaemblies  in 
the  sunshine,  wiLli  the  arch  uf  Heaven  for  their  tent,  subfltitutiug 
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for  coRtly  lapaBtrieA  the  fnliagti  of  'trees,  where  they  *'njny 
liberty.    loitead  of  conBDing  themwlTes  in  parks  anil  pleasure- 

Sroiuids,  they  range  over  the  earth  to  its  utmost  Umile.  Thef 
«t«>tt  the  stupiil  Itixune»  of  silk  and  einbiviilury,  but  all  dre«s  in 
the  somo  colour,  and  put  on  very  much  the  aimti  looks.  To  aay  tha 
truth,  they  all  wear  black,  and  all  ainp  one  tima  It  is  a  mnj; 
formed  of  a  single  note,  with  no  voriatiom  hut  what  is  produced  by 
the  pleasing  contrast  of  yoang  %mi  old  voices.  I  have  seen  anti 
heard  nntliing  of  their  emperor.  They  have  a  supreme  contempt  for 
the  quatlru[;«d  <!iu[doyed  by  our  gentry,  having  a  much  Iwtlee 
xuethud  fur  eettiug  the  heaviest  artillery  at  deriiinc&  As  far  as  X 
have  been  able  to  understand  their  rejiolutions  by  thf^  aiii  of  an  in- 
terpreter, they  have  unanimously  determined  to  wage  war  throtigh 
the  whole  year  against  the  wheat,  oate,  and  barley,  and  the  best 
com  and  fruita  of  every  kind.  There  is  reason  to  fear  that  victory 
will  attend  them  evei-ywhere  ;  for  tlicy  are  a  skilful  and  crafty  race 
of  warriors,  equally  e.xpert  in  coUoeting  booty  by  violencts  and  by 
BUrpn'se.  It  has  alfonkJ  ur-  gi^at  pleasure  to  attend  their  assent 
Wiee  as  an  iiUe  louker-un.  Thu  liope  I  cherish  of  the  triumphs  of 
their  valour  over  the  wheat  and  barley,  and  every  other  enemy, 
renders  mo  the  sincere  and  faithful  friend  of  these  pafr^s  potrim 
these  fiuvionrs  of  the  commonweahh.  If  I  could  serve  them  by  a 
wish,  I  would  implore  their  deliverance  from  their  present  ugly 
name  of  Cro\VB.  This  is  m^nsonRe,  but  there  is  t-omo  scrioiuueaa  in 
iL     It  is  a  just  wliieli  heljw  me  to  drive  uwny  painful  thoughts.'* 

Tlie  love  of  fables,  which  Luther  thus  indulged  at  one  of  the 
meet  eventful  f^ras  of  his  life,  was  amongst  hia  favourite  an]U««> 
meiita.  /Ksop  lay  on  the  «inio  tabic  with  the  book  of  Paalma,  and 
tlie  two  Iwnslations  proceeded  alte.rnatcly,  Except  the  Dible,  ho 
dechii^  that  ho  know  no  better  book  ;  and  pronounced  it  not  to  bo 
(he  work  of  any  single  author,  but  the  fruit  of  the  laboun  of  the 
grostost  minds  in  all  ages.  It  supplied  him  with  endless  jesta  and 
oUuBions ;  as,  for  example, — "  The  dog  in  charge  of  the  butcher's 
tlay,  unable  to  defend  it  fixim  the  avidity  of  other  curs,  said, — 
'Well,  then,  I  may  aa  well  have  my  sliare  of  the  meat,'  and  fell  to 
accordingly  ;  which  is  precisely  wlmt  the  Emperor  ia  doing  with  the 
property  of  the  Church.*' 

Few  really  great  men.  indeed,  have  hazarded  a  larger  number  of 
joked  in  the  midst  of  a  eirtde  of  note-taking  associatea.  They  haTa 
left  on  recon.1  tho  following  ainitlst  many  other  memcmibilta: — 
"  God  made  the  I'ricst  The  Devil  set  about  an  imitation,  but  be 
made  the  tousiire  too  large,  and  produced  a  Monk."  A  enp  com- 
poeed  of  five  hoops  or  hugs  of  gUus  of  dilTereut  colouia  ciruukted 
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at  his  tal)le.  Eislul^en,  nn  Antinomtan,  waa  of  the  party.  Luther 
ple'ii;;e(l  him  in  the  following  wonig  : — ''AVithiu  tbo  8ex;ou(l  of  these 
rings  lie  the  Ten  Commandinenta ;  within  the  next  ring  the  Creed ; 
then  cornea  the  Pateruoater  ;  the  (^tcchism  lies  at  the  hottom."  So 
saruif^.  he  drank  it  olf.  When  Kutleben'R  turn  came,  he  emptied 
the  cop  only  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  eecond  rinj^.  "Ah," 
aaid  Luther,  "  I  knew  iluit  ho  would  stick  at  the  CoiiimAndment^ 
and  therefore  would  not  reach  the  Creed,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  or  th© 
Catechism." 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  Lather's  pleasantries  are  leM 
remarkable  fnc  wit  or  delicacy  than  for  the  union  of  Btron^  sense 
and  honest  merriment.  They  were  the  canJeas,  though  not  incon- 
Biderate  ipori  of  a  freLvgpoketi  nmn,  in  a  circle  where  relipiou  and 
modesty,  protected  by  an  inbred  reverence,  did  not  seek  the  doubt- j 
ful  defence  of  conventional  outworks.  But  pensive  thoughts  were 
the  nioru  habitual  food  of  his  overburdened  mind.  ^Neither  social 
enjoyments,  nor  the  tendcmeea  of  domestic  life,  could  ever  long 
repel  the  ntelonchuly  which  brooded  over  him.  U  breaks  out  in 
eTCTT  port  uf  his  correspondence,  and  tinges  all  his  ivcoided  con* 
versation.  *'  Because."  he  says,  "  my  manner  is  sometimes  gay  and 
joyou*,  many  think  that  I  am  always  treadiuR  on  roses.  God  knows 
what  ia  in  my  heart."  "Thero  is  nothing  in  this  life  which  gives 
Boe  pleasure ;  I  am  tired  of  it.  May  the  Lord  come  quickly  and 
take  me  hence.  Let  him  como  to  his  final  judgment — I  await  the 
blow.  Let  him  hurl  his  thunders  that  I  may  be  at  rest/'  "Forty 
jears  more  life !  I  would  not  purchase  Paradise  at  such  a  price." 
Yet  with  this  lassitude  of  the  world,  his  contf>niplations  of  death 
■were  solemn  even  to  sadneHS.  "  How  gloriously,"  said  his  friend, 
I>r  Jona.*,  "  dona  8t  Paul  speak  of  bis  own  death.  I  c«nnot  enter 
into  thia."  "  It  appears  to  me."  repHc*!  Luther,  "that  when  medi- 
tating on  that  subject^  oven  St  Paul  himself  could  not  have  felt  all  the 
energy  which  possessed  liim  when  ho  wrote.  I  preach,  write,  and 
talk  about  dying,  with  a  greater  tirmness  than  I  really  possess,  or 
than  others  ascribe  to  me."  In  common  with  all  men  of  this  tem- 
^K-rument,  he  was  profuse  in  extolling  the  opposite  disposition. 
"The  birds."  he  i^ays,  "must  ily  over  our  heads,  but  why  allow 
them  to  roost  in  uiir  hairl"  "Gaiety  and  a  light  heart,  in  all 
virtne  and  decorum,  are  the  best  medicine  for  the  young,  or  rather 
for  all.  I,  who  havn  passed  my  life  in  dcj(!ctiou  and  gloomy 
thoiiglits,  now  Witch  at  enjoyment,  coniu  from  what  quarter  it  may, 
and  even  awk  for  it^  Criminal  pleasure,  indeed,  comes  from  Satan, 
but  that  which  we  find  in  the  society  of  givjd  and  pitiiis  men  is  ap- 
proved by  God.     Ride,  hunt  with  your  friends,  aniuso  youieelf  iu 
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their  company.      Solitude  imd  niBUccholy  aro  poison.     They  nv 
deadly  tu  all,  but,  above  all,  to  tJie  young." 

The  sombre  character  of  Luther's  nihid  cannot  be  correcUy  un- 
derstood by  thosf;  who  are  wholly  ignorruit  of  lliu  lejiciiJary  tra* 
ditious  of  his  native  land,     Xhis  remiLrk  is  made  and  illustrattMi  by 
M.  Henry  Ileine,  'with  that  curious  knowledge  of  such  lure  as  noiio 
but  a  denizen  of  Geniiany  could  acquire.    In  the  mines  of  I^raiif-fcld, 
at  Eiacnaidi,  and  at  Erfiirtb,  the  visible  and  the  invisible  woilda 
■were  almost  efj^uidly  populous  j  and  the  tmining  of  youth  was  nol 
merely  a  discipllno  lor  tho  future  ofi&ccs  of  life,  but  an  initiation 
into  mysteries  us  impresaive,  though  not  quite  so  sublime,  ns  those 
of  Eleuaia.    The  unearthly  inhabitants  of  every  land  nre  T.ear  of  kin 
to  the  human  cultivatore  of  the  soil.     The  Killkropff  of  Saxony 
differed  ftnm  a  fniry  or  a  hamadr>ad  us  a  Saxon  dilfcrs  from  a 
Prcuchnum  or  a  Greek ;  the  thin  essences  by  which  thesti  spiritual 
bodies  are  sustained   being  distilled  according   to    their   various 
national  tastes,  from  the  dews  of  HymettOs,  the  light  wines  of  Pro- 
Tsnce,  and  the  strong  Iwer  of  Oenuany.      At  the  fin'.aidn  around 
which  Luther's  family  drew,  in  his  cliildhood,  there  yathcied  a  Tftf© 
of  imps  who  may  ho  considered  as  the  presiding  genii  of  the  turnspit 
and  the  stuble  j — witches  expert  in  the  right  use  of  the  hroometicfc, 
but  incapable  of  pcr\-erting  it  into  a  locomotive  engine  ;  homely  izr 
gait,  coarse  in  feature,  sordid  in  their  habits,  with  canine  »p[H.<til«« 
and  aupcrhuman  powers,  and,  for  the  most  (>art,  eat«n  up  with  mis- 
anthropy.    When,  in  his  twentieth  year,  Luther  for  the  first  time 
opened  the  Bible,  and  read  there  of  spiritual  agents,  the  invct«nta 
enemies  of  our  race,  these  spettra  were  projected  on  a  mind  over 
-which  such  legends  had  already  exercised  an  indestructible  influeuceL 
Satan  and  his  angels  crowded  upon  his   imngiiuttion,  neither  as 
ahapeleas  prceonoes  casting  their  gloomy  shadows  uu  the  soul,  nor  as 
mysterioQa  impersonations  of  her  foul  and  cruel  deaires,  nor  as  war- 
riors engageil  with  tho  powers  of  light,  and  love,  and  holiness  in 
the  silent  motionless  war  of  antagonistic  energies.     Luther's  dovili 
Tfere  a  set  of  athletic,  croas-gruined,  ill  conditioned  wret*:hc«,  with 
vile  shapes  and  ticndish  faces ;  who,  like  the  monsters  of  Dimw 
Umda's  kitchen,  gave  buffet  for  buffet,  hate  for  hate,  and  joke  for 
joke.      His  ^atau  was  not  only  something  less   than   archan^U. 
mined,  but  was  quite  below  the  society  of  that  Pnnce  of  Darknefd^ 
whom  Mad  Tom  in  Lear  declares  to  have  been  a  gentleman.     Pu»- 
eessing  a  sensitive  mther  than  a  creative  imagination,  Luther  tiiui»- 
farred  the  visionary  lore.,  dmwn  from  the^e  humble  sources,  to  tba 
machinery  of  the  great  cpio  of  lorelation,  with  but  little  change  or 
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embellishment ;  and  thns  contriveJ  to  rodiioc  to  tlio  lovol  of  very 
Tulgor  prtwi)  Borne  of  tho  ncbluat  coucfptioiis  of  inapirwl  puotry. 

At  the  Castlu  of  Wartbnrg — his  Patiiioe, — where  ho  dwelt  the 
Trilling  prisoner  of  his  irientUy  sovercn'^ii,  tbn  Reformer  chanced  to 
have  A  plnte  of  nuts  at  his  supper  table.  How  many  of  tliem  he 
ewallowctl,  there  is,  unfortunntely,  no  Uoswell  to  tell ;  yet,  perhaps, 
tint  a  few— for,  as  he  slept,  tbn  nuts,  animated  aa  it  woiUd  seem  by 
the  demon  of  the  pantry,  executed  a  sort  of  waltz,  knoeking  against 
each  othc-r,  and  af^ainst  the  slumberer's  bedstead ;  when,  lo !  the 
fttaireose  l*eaime  poMSBsMwl  by  a  hiimlred  hurrels  ntlling  up  and 
down,  under  the  f^iidance,  probablj',  of  the  imp  of  tlie  a[>ij»ot.  Yet 
all  approach  U^  l.utlier'a  room  was  banwl  by  chains  itnd  by  an  iron 
door — vain  eiitrenchments  against  Satan!  He  arose,  solemnly 
ddicd  the  fiend,  repeated  the  eighth  Psalm,  and  resigned  himsflf  to 
sleep.  Another  viait  from  the  same  feurfid  udveraory  at  J^uremburg 
led  to  the  opposite  result.  The  Itefonuer  flew  from  his  bed  to  seek 
tBfuge  in  society. 

Once  upon  a  time,  Carlostadt,  the  Sncrrimpntarian,  being  iu  the 
pulpit,  saw  a  tall  man  enter  the  church,  ami  take  hia  seat  by  one  of 
the  bargesse*  of  the  town.  The  intrmler  then  retired,  betook  bim- 
aelf  to  the  preacher's  house,  and  exhibited  frightful  symptoms  of  n 
disposition  to  break  all  the  bones  of  his  child.  Thinking  better  of 
it,  however,  he  left  with  the  liuy  a  mesiHtge  for  Carlostadt,  that  he 
might  be  looketl  for  again  in  three  days.  It  is  needlees  lo  add  that, 
on  the  thint  diiy,  there  was  an  end  of  the  pour  preacher,  and  of  hU 
attacks  on  Luther  and  Con  substantiation. 

In  the  cloisters  of  Wittemberp,  Luther  himself  hcanl  that 
pecnlior  noiso  which  attests  the  devil's  prcsmce^  It  came  from 
behind  a  stove,  resembliiiR,  for  all  the  world,  the  sound  of  throwing 
•  faggot  on  the  tire.  This  sound,  however,  is  not  invariable.  An 
old  prio«t,  in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  heard  Satan  behind  hJm,  pnmt- 
iuK  like  a  whole  herd  of  swine.  '*Ah!  ah!  master  devil,"  said  the 
priest,  "  you  have  your  deserts.  There  was  a  time  when  you  were  a 
beautifnl  angel,  and  there  you  are  turned  into  a  rascally  bog ! " 
The  priests  devotions  proceeded  without  further  disturbance ;  "  for,** 
obserred  Luther,  "there  is  nothing  the  devil  ean  bp.iT  so  little  as 
coatempt."  He  once  saw  and  even  touched  a  KilJki-opff  or  snpposi- 
titioDs  child-  This  was  at  Dessau.  The  deviling— for  it  had  no 
other  parent  than  Satan  himself — ^was  about  twelve  years  old,  and 
liooke<l  eittctly  like  any  other  boy.  But  the  unlucky  brat  could  do 
nothing  hut  eat.  He  consumed  ua  much  food  as  four  ploughmen. 
VHien  things  weut  ill  in  the  bouse,  his  laugh  was  to  be  b<^  all 
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over  it  If  matters  went  smoothly,  there  was  no  peace  for  hit 
screaming.  Luther  declares  (of  course  sportively)  tl)ftt  he  recom- 
mondcd  the  Elector  to  have  this  scapegnLce  thrown  into  the  3IoliUa, 
OA  it  was  a  mere  lamp  of  ileah  without  a  sooL 

Uia  TiRioiis  Bometimea  assumed  a  deeper  significance^  if  not  i 
loftier  aspect.  In  the  year  1496,  a  frightfid  inoiister  wa«  dis- 
covered in  the  Tiber.  It  liad  the  head  of  an  ass,  an  einblom 
of  the  Pope ;  for  the  Church  heing  a  spiritual  body  inrapabl* 
of  a  head,  the  Pope,  who  had  audacioiuly  assumed  that  choroctci; 
WAS  fitly  roprcsentod  under  this  asinine  figure.  The  right  hand 
resembled  aa  elephant's  foot,  typifying  the  I'apol  t}'numy  om 
tlie  weak  and  timid.  The  right  foot  was  like  an  oz^s  hooC 
shadowing  fortli  the  spiritual  oppreesion  exerciaed  by  ,doctonb 
eonfeaannt,  iiuiitt,  umnks,  and  scholastic  theologians  ;  while  the  left 
fix)t,  arrat'd  with  griffin's  clnwa,  could  mean  nothing  else  than  tb« 
varioim  ministers  of  the  Pope's  civil  authurity.  How  far  Luthcf 
believed  in  the  extatenco  of  the  monster  whoso  mysterious  aignifi* 
cLttion  he  thus  interprets,  it  would  not  he  easy  to  decide.  Yet  it  is 
diilicult  to  read  his  exponitiou,  and  to  snppusu  it  a  mere  pleasantry. 

80  cooatantly  was  he  haunted  with  this  midnight  crew  cf  deviii^ 
OS  to  hare  n\tm\  a  serious  dcubt  of  liis  sanitj',  whiclt  even  Mr 
liollnm  docs  not  entirely  discountenanca  Yet  the  hypothesis  ia 
surely  gratuitous.  Intense  study  deran^^ng  the  digejttive  organs  of 
a  muu,  whoite  bodily  constitution  required  vigorous  exercise,  and 
whose  mind  hAd  been  early  stored  with  such  dreams  as  we  hftTV 
mentioned,  sulllciuntly  explains  the  restless  importunity  of  tha 
goblins  amongst  whom  lie  tivud.  It  is  etisiur  for  a  man  to  bu  in 
advance  of  his  age  on  any  subject  than  on  thi&  It  may  be  iloqbt«d 
whether  the  ncr\*es  of  Seneca  or  Pliny  would  have  been  equal  to  a 
solitary  evening  walk  by  the  lako  Avomus.  What  wonder,  then, 
if  Martin  Luther  was  convincc<l  tiiat  suicides  fall  not  by  thAir  own 
hand,  but  by  those  of  diabolical  emissaries,  who  really  ailjust  tha 
cord  or  point  the  knife — that  particular  spots,  as,  for  example,  thd 
pool  near  the  summit  of  the  Moiis  Pilatus,  were  desecrated  lo  Satan 
— ^that  the  wailiiigs  of  his  victims  are  to  be  heanl  in  the  bowlings  of 
the  night  wind — or  tUit  the  throwing  a  stone  into  a  pond  in  hit 
own  neighbourhood,  immediately  provoked  such  struggles  of  tiM 
evil  spirit  imprisoned  below  the  water,  as  shook  the  nuighboa 
countr}'  like  an  eartliquakel 

The  mental  phaiitngttuif/on'a  of  so  illustrious  a  miin  are  Ml 
exbibitiou  to  which  no  one  who  reverua  his  name  would  ncetllossly 
direct  an  unfriendly  or  an  iille  gaze,  But  the  infirmities  of  our 
nature  oflea  alTord  the  best  measure  of  ita  strength.     To  estimaU 
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m  power  by  whiVb  tomptAtion  ia  ovorcnme,  yon  miigt  asr^ertJiiii  tTie 
force  nf  the  propensitiea  to  which  it  is  addrcBaeil.  Araonj'st  tlm 
clemcnls  of  Luther's  oJumcter  was  im  awe,  vorginff  towards  idolatri*, 
for  oU  tliinga,  wjiulher  iu  the  works  of  Goil  or  in  Ibis  inatilutions  of 
man,  which  can  bo  ivgarcled  as  depoaitioriea  of  tbe  Divine  power,  or 
aa  delegiites  of  the  Divine  authority.  From  pantheiain,  the  diflense 
of  imaginations  at  ouce  devout  and  unliallowed,  he  waa  preserved  in 
youth  hy  his  re«pect  for  the  doctrines  of  tho  Church ;  and,  in  Iat«r 
life,  hy  his  absolute  Burrendcr  of  hta  own  judgment  tn  the  tcjct  of 
the  sacred  cunon.  But  as  fiir  as  a  pantheistic  habit  of  thought  find 
feoliag  can  conaist  vrjth  the  most  unqualitied  belief  in  the  incom- 
municnblii  Uuity  of  the  Divine  uatiure,  each  thoughts  and  feelings 
were  habitual  to  him. 

Tho  same  spirit  which  Rolemnly  aeknowledged  tho  existence, 
trhilfit  it  abhorred  tho  use,  of  thn  hij^h  facultioa  which,  arcording  to 
tho  popular  faith,  the  foul  fiends  of  earth,  and  air,  and  wat«r,  at 
one*)  uiguy  and  pervert,  contemplated  with  almost  prostrate  rever- 
ence th»  mt^esty  ami  the  hereditary  c^ories  of  Rome  ;  and  the 
apostolical  succession  of  her  pontiJT,  with  kings  and  eniporors  for 
his  tributariea,  Uie  Catholic  hierarchy  as  his  vicej^renta,  and  Ihfl 
honiau  mind  his  universal  em])ire.  To  brave  the  vengeance  of  such 
a  dynasty,  wielding  the  mysterious  keys  which  close  the  gates  of 
hell  and  upon  the  portals  of  honvcn,  long  appeared  to  Luther  an 
impious  audacity,  of  which  nothing  less  than  woe,  eterual  and 
nnuttcmble,  would  bo  the  sure  and  appropriiite  penalty.  For  a 
XDon  of  hi^  tempeiiuncnt  to  hush  these  siiperntitioUB  terrors,  and 
abjure  the  jjolden  idol  to  which  the  adoring  eyes  of  all  nations, 
kiitdrul,  and  langiuiges  were  directoil,  wiis  a  self-conquest,  such  as 
none  hut  thy  most  heroic  minds  can  achieve ;  and  to  which  even 
they  are  unc<jual,  unless  sustained  by  an  invisible  but  omnipotent 
arm.  For  no  error  can  bo  more  extravagant  than  that  which  would 
reduc«  Martin  Lather  to  the  rank  of  a  coarse  spiritual  demagogue. 
The  deep  self-distrust  which,  for  ton  successive  years,  postponed  his 
ureconcilable  war  with  Borne,  clung  to  him  to  the  last ;  nor  was  he 
ever  unconscious  of  the  dazzling  splendour  of  the  pageantr}'  which 
his  own  hand  hod  contributed  so  largoly  to  overthrow.  Tliere  is  no 
alloy  of  affectation  in  the  following  avowal,  taken  from  one  of  his 
letters  to  Erasmus : 

■'  You  must,  indeed,  feel  youiself  in  some  measure  awed  in  tho 
presence  of  a  succession  of  learned  men,  and  by  the  consent  of  so 
many  a-n'.*,  during  which  ilouriahed  scholars  so  conversant  in  sacred 
litcniturcj  ami  martyrs  illustrious  by  so  miuiy  miraoles.  To  all  this 
must  be  tulded  the  more  modern  theologians,  univei'sities,  bishops, 
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and  popes.  On  tbfir  side  are  arrayed  leAmJng,  peniua,  nxunbeiii 
dignity,  stationj  jiowcr,  stinctity,  inira<!le.s,  and  wliat  not.  Oq  miiM 
AVycUfl"  and  LiiureritiuB  Yallii,  and,  though  you  forget  to  mention 
him,  Augualiue  alsij.  llien  comes  Liithcr,  a  meaa  man,  bom  bat 
yesterday,  aupported  only  by  a  few  friendH,  who  hare  neither  leam* 
ing,  nor  genius,  nor  greatneas,  nor  aanutity,  nor  miracles.  Put  tbea 
all  together,  and  they  have  not  wit  enough  to  cure  a  spavined  horae. 
Wliat  ore  they  1  What  the  wolf  said  of  the  nightingale — a  voice,  and 
nothing  eke.  I  confess  it  is  with  reason  you  pause  in  snch  a 
presence  as  tliis.  For  ten  years  together  I  heeitntod  myself.  CouU 
I  believe  that  this  Trey,  wliich  had  tnumpbe<i  over  so  many 
a8satUt«>  would  fall  at  laatt  I  call  Oml  to  vribne-ss  that  I  should 
}uive  persisted  iu  luy  feiirs,  and  should  have  hesitated  until  now,  if 
tnith  had  not  compeUed  me  to  speak.  Ton  may  well  believe  ihat 
my  heart  is  not  rock  ;  and  if  it  were,  yet  so  many  arc  the  waves  and 
atornis  wliich  have  beaten  upon  it,  that  it  must  have  yielded  when 
the  whole  weight  of  this  authority  came  thundering  on  my  head, 
like  a  deluge  rea<iy  to  overwhelm  me." 

The  same  feelings  were  expi-esscd  at  a  later  time  in  the  ibllowiiig 
•words: — 

"  I  daily  perceive  how  difficult  it  is  to  overcome  longKibensbed 
scruples.  OK,  what  pain  lias  it  cost  me,  though  the  ycriptow  if 
on.  my  sidts  to  defend  myself  to  my  own  heart  for  having  dared 
singly  to  rosi»t  tho  Pope,  and  to  denounce  him  as  Antichrist! 
"What  have  been  the  aaiictions  of  my  bosom  !  How  often,  in  tlie 
bitterness  of  my  soul,  have  1  pressed  myself  with  the  Papis-t's  argo- 
meiit, — Art  thou  alone  wise  t  are  all  others  in  error  1  hnvu  they  ht-wi 
mistaken  for  so  long  a  time  1  What  if  you  ore  your».-lf  miitakeii, 
and  are  dragging  with  you  bo  many  souls  into  eternal  cundemnft* 
lion  ?  Thus  did  I  reason  with  myself,  till  Jesus  Christ,  by  his  own 
infdlUble  word,  tranquilliacd  my  heart,  and  sustained  it  ii^iiisl  this 
atpiment,  as  a  reef  of  rocks  thrown  up  against  tho  wares  lauglis  at 
all  their  fury." 

He  who  thus  acknowledged  the  influence,  while  he  defied  the 
deepotiam,  of  human  authority,  was  self-annihilated  lu  the  prusenoe 
of  his  Maker.  "  I  have  learned,"  lie  says,  *'  &om  the  Holy  Scriji- 
tutes,  that  it  is  a  perilons  and  a  fearful  thing  to  speak  in  tlie  Hou» 
of  God  ;  to  address  those  who  will  appear  in  judgment  agaiiiet  us, 
when  at  tho  last  day  wo  shall  be  found  in  His  prceenco ;  when  tlie 
goa  of  the  angels  shall  be  directed  to  us,  when  every  crealure  shall 
behold  the  Divine  Word,  and  shall  listen  till  He  speaks.  Trolr, 
when  I  think  of  this,  I  have  no  wiah  but  to  be  silent,  and  to  coooel 
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all  that  I  hare  vritUm.  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  be  called  to  render 
to  God  an  hl'coiiiiI  of  every  idlti  wonL" 

Pliilip  irt^Iiuicthon  occasionalty  eudoavoured,  by  affectionate  ap- 
plause, to  suatain  and  encourage  the  mind  which  waa  tliiis  boved 
down  under  the  sense  of  unworthinesa.  Hut  the  praise,  even  of  tho 
chosen  friend  of  his  boBom,  found  no  echo  there.  Hf*  rejected  it, 
kindly  indet'il.  but  willi  a  r&biike  eo  earnest  and  piis»iouate,  as  to 
show  that  the  conunendations  of  him  wliom  he  loved  and  valued 
moHt  wcpo  nnwelcomo.  They  servi^d  but  to  deepen  the  depreising 
couficiouaness  of  ill  desert,  JDHOparablo  from  his  lofty  conceptions  of 
the  duties  which  had  been  assigned  to  hiin. 

In  leather,  as  in  other  men,  the  stern  and  heroic  virtues  demanded 
for  their  support  that  profound  lowliness  which  migiit  at  iii-st  appear 
the  moat  opposed  to  their  development.  Thf  eye  whieh  often  turns 
iowanl  with  solf-complacuncy,  or  habitually  look5  mund  fur  admir- 
ation, is  never  long  or  stead£isUy  tixed  on  any  more  elevated  object. 
It  ia  pennitted  to  no  man  at  once  to  court  tha  applauses  of  the  world, 
and  to  chaUenj;e  a  place  amongst  the  generous  and  devoted  bene- 
iacUrs  of  his  speciea.  The  enervating  spell  of  vanity,  so  fatal  to 
ittftny  a  noble  intellect,  exercised  no  pejceptible  control  owr  Martin 
Lather.  Though  conscious  of  tho  raro  cndowmonts  he  had  received 
&om  Provide:' uce  (of  which  llml  very  eoiisciuusneas  was  not  the  least 
important),  the  seci-et  of  his  strength  lay  in  the  heartfelt  jiersuasion, 
that  his  Ruperioritv  t*:)  other  men  gave  hun  no  title  to  thnir  commcnd- 
ati'jns,  anil  in  his  abidin.i^  sense  of  tho  little  value  of  such  praises. 
The  growth  of  his  social  affoctiona  wiw  unimpeded  by  self-regarding 
thoughts  ;  and  he  could  endure  tho  frowns  and  even  the  coldnees  of 
those  whose  ajiproving  smiles  he  judged  himself  unworthy  to  receive, 
and  did  not  much  cure  to  M-iii. 

ni«  was  not  that  feeble  benevolence  which  leans  for  support,  or 
depends  for  existence,  on  tlie  sympathy  of  tho.'ie  for  whom  it  labouiA 
£(*prooffl,  sharp,  unsparing,  and  jntUess,  were  familiar  to  hia  tongtie 
and  to  bis  peiL  Uueh  a  censure  be  had  directed  to  the  Archbishop 
of  Meot^,  which  Spalutin,  in  thi^  name  of  their  coiiiniim  friend  and 
eovenrign,  tho  Elector  Freiieric,  iinploral  lum  to  auppnya,  "  No," 
TPplied  I.uther,  "  in  defence  of  tho  fold  of  Christ,  I  will  opposo  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power  this  ravening  wolf,  as  1  hare  resisted  othera. 
I  send  you  my  book,  whicli  was  ready  before  your  letter  reached  me. 
It  Itas  not  induced  mo  to  alter  a  word.  The  qtiestion  is  decided,  I 
rttimot  heed  your  objections."  They  were  such,  however,  as  most 
htnen  would  have  thought  rea-sunablu  enough.  Here  are  some  of  the 
muds  of  which  neither  friend  nor  eoTcreign  could  dissuade  the  pub- 
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lioatioiL     "  Did  you  imagine  that  Luther  wa8  dead  I     B«Uevp  it  i 

He  lives  undnr  the  pnitccUon  of  that  God  who  hu  olreiidy  buinhli 

the  Pope,  aud  is  rcadj  to  begin  with  the  Axciibtahop  oS  Mcntc  a 
game  for  which  few  are  preparwl." 

To  the  severe  adiuonition  which  followed,  the  princely  prelate 
anHwered  in  bis  own  pereon^  in  t«nua  of  the  most  humble  di<i«>n-iir«, 
leaving  to  Capilo,  liid  minister,  the  ticklish  office  of  reiDon^triitiiift 
agaioflt  the  rigour  with  whii-h  the  luth  hod  been  applied,  liut  11  :"  ~ 
soothing  nor  menaces  could  abate  Luthei's  coulideiice  in  his  can 
in  bimaelf,  *'  Cbhstiaaity,"  he  replies,  "isopen  ondbonevt.  ii  swi 
things  as  they  are,  and  proclaimR  them  as  they  are.  I  am  for  tuuing 
off  every  maak,  for  nuuui^ing  nothing,  for  extenuating  nothing;,  f<-r 
ahutting  the  eyes  to  uollimg,  Ihjit  tnilb  may  be  transparent  and  \ia- 
adulterated,  and  may  have  a  irae  couiw.  lliink  you  that  Lutli«-r  i* 
u  man  who  ia  content  to  shut  bia  eyes  if  you  can  but  lull  him  by  * 
few  c^jolGrieat"  "KxptKa  uvBrytlung  from  my  atTectiun ;  butrsTA- 
enc«p  nay,  tremble  for  the  faith." 

George,  l>ukQ  of  Saxony,  the  near  Idnsman  of  Frederic,  and  < 
of  the  most  determined  enemies  of  the  Beformation,  not  Siddi'm  _ 
Tokbd  aud  encountervd  the  some  rosoluto  detionce.  "  Shunid  Ood 
call  mu  to  Witteinberg,  I  would  gu  there,  though  It  ebuuld  rain 
Duke  Q«arges  for  nine  daya  together,  aud  each  naw  Doke  ihoold  be 
nine  iimea  more  furious  than  thi»."  "Though  e^iposed  daily  to 
death  in  the  midst  of  my  enemies,  and  without  any  human  tvaource, 
I  never  in  my  life  despised  anything  so  heartily  at  these  atupid 
tbxeato  of  Duke  Gvorge,  and  hia  aaaociatea  in  foUy.  I  write  in  tb« 
raonung,  fnAting,  with  my  heart  filled  with  holy  confidcnea  Christ 
livM  ami  reigns,  and  I  Ujo  shall  live  and  reign." 

llvre  is  a  more  compreht-naive  denunciation  of  the  futility  of  tb» 
attc^mptd  made  to  anvst  hia  course, 

"  To  Iht)  Ijuigiiitge  of  the  Falhors,  of  men,  of  angels,  and  of  d<TUs, 
I  oppose  ni'itlmr  antiquity  nor  numbers,  but  the  single  word  of  tk» 
£t<.-rnal  Majesty,  even  that  gospel  which  they  an  tiiemselvcs  com' 
pelled  to  acknowledge.  Hero  is  my  hold,  my  stand,  my  resting- 
place,  my  glory,  and  my  triumpli.  Hence  I  amault  Popes,  Thomisti, 
Uenryuists,  Sopluats,  and  all  the  gates  of  hell  I  little  heed  ttac 
words  of  men,  whate^-er  may  have  been  their  sanctity,  nor  am  I 
anxious  about  tradition  or  doubtful  customs.  Tlie  '\^'ord  of  Ood  is 
abovu  all.  If  the  r>ivine  Majesty  be  on  my  side,  what  carf*  I  for 
the  rat,  thongh  a  thnnsand  Aognstines,  and  a  thontauid  Cy[maiut, 
and  a  thousand  such  churches  as  those  of  Ilt-nry,  should  rise  ugaiaaft 
mel  God  can  neither  err  nor  deceive.  Augustine,  Cyprian,  and 
uU  the  saints,  can  urr,  and  have  erred." 
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**  At  Leipsic.  at  Augsburg,  and  at  Woima,  iny  spirit  was  tut  free 
as  a  flower  of  ihe  field."  '*  He  whom  God  moves  to  speak,  eipnuHes 
himaelf  tip^nly  and  freely,  carelc««  whether  be  is  alone  or  baa  othezs 
on  Ilia  aide.  So  spake  Jercmiob,  and  I  may  hoaat  of  having  donu 
tho  aamo.  God  has  not  for  the  laat  thouKind  ytan  bestowed  on 
any  bishop  such  great  gifta  as  on  me,  and  it  is  right  that  I  should 
«ttol  hifl  gifU.  TiMly,  I  am  indignant  with  myself  that  I  do  not 
heartily  tvjoice  and  give  tlianka.  iioxr  and  thon  I  raise  a  faint 
hjmn  of  ^anksgiving,  and  feebly  pniise  Ilim.  Well !  live  or  die, 
Domiitd  tumu*.  You  may  take  the  word  oitlipr  in  the  gBnitive  or 
the  nominatifG  case.     Therefore,  Sir  Doctor,  be  tirro." 

TliiB  buoyant  spirit  sometimea  expressed  it«elf  in  more  pithy  phrase. 
Wh*?u  he  first  wrote  against  imlulgencee,  l)r  Jerome  Schurf  aaid,  to 
him,  '*  Wliftt  are  yon  about  ?— they  won't  allow  iu"  "  AVhat  if  they 
Miut  allow  itl"  was  the  pen-imptory  anAwnr. 

The  preceding  passages,  while  they  illustrate  his  indeatmctiblo 
oontldentfe  in  himself  as  the  minister,  and  in  his  cause  as  the  behest, 
ot  Heaven,  are  redolent  of  that  nnseemly  violence  and  asperity 
vhieh  are  attested  at  once  by  the  regrets  of  his  friends,  the  reproaches 
of  his  ftiwmioa,  and  hia  own  acknowli?dgmentfl,  So  fiercts  indeed, 
and  contumelious  and  withering  if  his  invective,  as  to  suggest  the 
theory,  that,  in  her  successive  transmigrations,  tho  samn  fiery  soul 
which  in  one  age  breathed  *'  the  Divine  Philippics,"  and  in  anotlier, 
Ihe  "  Lettei-B  on  a  Regicide  Pea«e,"  was  lodged  in  tho  sixteenth  cen- 
tury under  tlie  cowl  of  on  Angustiuian  monk  ;  retainiui,'  her  indo- 
mitable energy  of  abuse,  though  condemned  to  a  temporary  divorefl 
from  her  inspiring  genius.  Yet  what  she  lost  in  olnqufnce  in  her 
transit  from  the  Koman  to  the  Irishmjui,  tliis  upbniiding  spirit  mnro 
than  retrieved  in  generous  and  philanthropic  ardour,  while  slie  dwelt 
hi  the  bosom  of  tho  .Saxon.  Luther's  rage,  for  it  is  nothing  less — 
hia  scurrilities,  for  they  are  no  better — ara  at  Inaat  the  genuine  lan- 
guage of  passion,  excited  by  a  deep  abhorrence  of  imposture,  tyranny, 
and  wrong.  Through  the  ebuUitions  of  hia  wratli  may  be  discovered 
his  lolty  self-esteem,  but  not  a  single  movement  of  puerile  self- 
Applanae ;  his  cordial  scorn  for  foots  and  their  folly,  but  not  one 
heartless  sarcasm ;  his  bnniing  indignation  against  oppieasors,  whether 
spiritual  or  secular,  unclouded  by  so  murh  as  a  passing  shade  of 
znalignity.  The  torrent  of  emotion  ia  headlong,  but  never  turbulent. 
When  we  are  least  able  to  sympaLhise  with  his  ira.suible  feelings,  it 
b  alto  least  in  our  power  to  r«ftise  our  admimtioQ  to  a  min^  which, 
*hen  thn»  torn  np  to  its  lowest  depths,  discloses  no  trace  of  envy, 
BpJtishnpss,  nr  revenge,  or  of  any  still  baser  inmate.  His  mission 
from  on  high  may  he  dispttted,  but  hardly  hia  own  belief  in  it     In 
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that  persuasion,  his  thoughts  often  reverted  to  the  Prophet  of  JaxhA 
mw-king  the  idolatrous  prinabt  of  Itnal,  and  menacing  their  still 
more  guilty  King ;  taui  if  tho  mantio  of  EUjah  might  have  boea 
borne  with  a  mure  imposing  majesty,  it  could  not  have  fallen  on  ons 
Iffttflr  prepared  to  pour  contempt  on  the  proudyat  enemies  of  truth, 
or  to  brave  their  utmost  restintnient. 

Is  it  paradoxical  to  ascribe  Luthcr^a  boisterous  inTocttve  to  hii 
inhoreut  rcvcnmco  for  all  those  pcrerjiis  and  institntions,  in  favottx 
of  which  wisdom,  power,  and  rightful  dominion  ate  involuntarily 
pni^imcdl  He  lived  under  thn  control  uf  an  imagination  suscep> 
tible,  though  not  creative — of  that  pai>siv6  mental  sense  to  which 
it  belongs  to  embrace,  rather  than  to  originate — to  tix  and  deepen 
our  inoi-e  smous  imprcsaions,  rulher  thnn  to  minUter  to  the  under- 
Btimliiig  in  the  Kuarcb  or  the  embellishment  of  truth.  This  pro* 
p<:naity,  tlie  basis  of  religion  itsell'  in  uome,  of  loyalty  in  others,  and 
of  superstition  perhaps  in  alt,  ]>reparea  the  feeble  for  a  vrilUng  aeer- 
itnde ;  and  fumishca  despotism  %vith  zealous  instruments  in  men  of 
srongcr  nerves  and  stouter  hearts.  It  stcttlod  Dominic  and  Loj'ola 
for  tlieir  nshmtlesa  tasks,  and  might  have  raised  St  Martin  of  Wit- 
tembci^  to  the  honours  of  canonit<atiou ;  if,  in  designating  Mm  fat 
his  arduous  offiep.  Providence  ha*l  not  controlled  the  undue  sensibilitr 
of  Luther's  mind,  by  imparting  to  him  a  brother's  love  for  all  tho 
humbler  members  of  the  tamily  of  man,  and  a  filial  fear  of  God, 
stronger  even  than  his  revon-iica  fur  tho  powers  and  principalities  of 
this*  sublunary  world.  Between  his  rtdigious  nQectious  and  hit 
homage  for  the  idols  of  his  imnginatiou,  he  was  agitated  by  a  ceae^ 
lees  conflict.  Tlie  nice  adjustment  of  such  a  balance  ill  suited  his 
impatient  and  irritable  temper ;  and  he  a.<»aulted  the  objects  of  his 
early  respect  wiLh  an  imiH-Luosity  which  betmys  his  secret  draul  of 
those  foraiidabLe  antagonists  (so  he  esteemed  them)  of  God  and  of 
mankind.  Ho  could  not  trust  lamself  tu  be  modente.  The  ro- 
Btnunt«  of  education,  habit,  and  natural  disposition,  coiUd  he 
overborne  only  by  tho  excitement  which  lie  courted  and  indulged. 
His  loug-chcmlied  veuenitiou  fur  LIuxm  who  tread  upon  the  high 
place«  of  the  oarth,  lent  to  his  warfare  with  them  oU  the  energy  of 
8elf-<lenial,  quiokenod  by  the  anxiety  of  self-distniel  He  scooped 
hia  lordly  ailveroories  in  tho  spirit  of  a  flagellant  taming  his  own  r»- 
b*?Uiou3  flesk  Hia  youthful  d«votion  for  "  the  solemn  phiasibilitifli 
of  life,"  like  all  other  affections  obstinately  repelled  and  mortified, 
reversed  its  original  temlency,  and  gave  redoubled  fer\-our  to  the 
seal  wifti  which  he  denounced  their  vanity  and  resisted  their 
usurpation. 

If  Lheso  indignant  contumelies  offended  the  gentle,  the  laamw^ 
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and  the  wise,  lliey  sustamwl  ilio  courage  and  won  the  confiJunw  iif 
the  muJtiMuii'.  Th«  voii;t!  wliiiih  commaiula  iu  a  U'liipesL  miuiit  btttlle 
with  thc5  mur  of  tlic  clemente.  In  hia  o\m  npprelieiisiou  at  k'ost, 
Luthfir'o  aotil  won  among  lious — lite  Pnnws  of  tienuan}'  and  their 
coiniatcrB ;  ILoiuy  the  Ei^hlh  and  Kdwitrd  Luc,  his  chaplain;  the 
8acrttiiu;utamus  and  An.ibaplist.s ;  the  Uiiivtjrsitiea  of  Culogue  and 
LoaTatB ;  Charles  and  Lw  ;  Adriiin  and  Clement  j  Papists,  Jurists, 
and  Arintotcliaiia  ;  and,  above  all,  the  de\-ila  whom  his  crwils  aasign- 
ed  to  PAi^b  of  thti^u  fortniduble  upponentjt  an  so  m:iny  inspiring  or 
ministering  spirits.  However  fierce  and  iudofen^iblD  may  hn  his 
ocoasionol  style,  liiatory  proiwnta  no  mor».'  sublime  picture  tJian  that 
of  the  humble  mouli  triumphing  over  such  adversaries,  in  the  invin- 
cibia  powrir  of  a  faith  befnro  wliich  the  present  and  tlie  visible  dis- 
■pltfjin-d,  to  make  way  for  things  unseon.  ett-mjl,  and  remote,  One 
bmve  spirit  encountered  and  subdued  a  honlily  world.  An  intellect 
of  no  gigantic  proptulioii-s,  seconded  by  learniui;  of  no  marvellous 
eompAiis  «nd  gifted  with  no  rurc  or  c.\qui.siti_'  abilities,  but  iurinrible 
in  decision  and  cnnstanry  of  purpose,  advanced  to  tlie  tLccrtmi.ili8h- 
ittt^Qt  of  one  preat  dt-sl^n,  with  a  contintmlly  increadin^  uwftnmlnw^ 
before  whiidi  all  fcfiblcr  miii'ls  retired,  and  all  opposition  w,is  Hiwi- 
pat«d.  The  majesty  of  the  C'>ut*j*t,  and  the  splendour  of  the  rusulta^ 
may.  perhaps,  even  in  our  f(wti<liou8  and  delicate  age,  be  received 
ait  an  apoli»^  for  such  reproofs  as  tlie  following  to  the  Itoyal 
•'Dfifrnder  of 'the  Faith." 

'*  There  is  nitudi  i-oyal  ignorance  in  this  volume,  but  tlmre  lb  also 
mttch  virulence  and  fciLsehood,  which  belongs  to  Lee  the  erlitor.  In 
the  cause  of  Christ  1  have  Iraiuph^i  uiider-foot  the  idol  of  the  Ro- 
niAn  n)ion)iiiiitinn  wbii-h  had  imurped  thfi  plac^  of  God  and  the 
dominion  of  sovereigns  and  of  the  world.  VC\\o,  then,  is  this 
Hcnnr',  this  new  T1iomist,this  disciple  of  tho  monst<T,  that  I  should 
dicad  his  blasphemies  and  his  fury  I  Truly  he  is  the  Defender  of 
tlio  ('htir<;h  \  Yea,  of  that  Cliurch  of  his  wliii:h  he  thus  extols  — 
of  that  prostitute  who  ia  clothed  in  purple,  drunk  with  her  debaueh- 
gripi* — of  that  mother  of  furnicationa.  Cliri.st  is  iny  Iwider.  1  will 
ike  with  the  Aime  blow  that  Church  and  the  defender  with  whom 
I  has  formed  this  strict  union.  'ITiey  have  challenged  me  to  war. 
"Well,  tlioy  shall  have  war.  They  liave  Hcomcd  tho  peace  I  offered 
tiiem.  Well,  they  shall  have  no  more  peace.  It  shall  be  seen 
which  will  firet  be  weary  —  the.  Pope  or  LuUier."  —  "Tlie  world  is 

gone  mad.  There  are  the  Hungariana,  assTuning  the  character  of 
efenders  of  God  himself.  They  pray  in  their  litanies,  vi  nu» 
def^iAiren  turn  exattdire  digneris  —  why  do  not  some  of  our  princoa 
tdke  on  them  the  protection  of  JeMua  Christ,  others  that  of  the  llolj 
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Spirit?    Then,  indeed,  tho  Dinnn  Tnuity  would  Ite  wcU  gnarded.* 

Tho  IJriet*  of  Tope  Adiian  are  thus  disposfid  of:  —  *'  It  is  mortj- 
fying  to  be  obligfjd  to  give  such  good  Uernian  in  nnawcr  ■ 
wretched  kitclieu  Jjitiii.  Hut  il  is  the  pk*asiirt'  of  God  to  cvi::  _. 
anti-Christ  in  cvtT^-thinji — U»  have  him  nt'itlier  lilerature  not 
liingniign.  Thry  say  that  he  bus  gone  mad,  and  foIlLm  into  dotAgn. 
It  is  a  shamu  to  ad^lrcas  as  Geruums  in  sucb  Lntin  as  this,  and  to 
send  to  Rensible  people  such,  a  clumsy  and  absurd  iuterpretaiioti  of 
Scripluro." 

The  Bulla  of  Pope  Clement  fare  no  better.  "  llio  Pope  tells  us  in 
his  anHwi.;r  tliiit.  ho  is  willing  to  throw  oj>ou  lh«  gulden  doonc  It 
is  long  since  we  opened  all  our  doors  in  Germany.  But  thato  1 
ScATamouchcG  have  never  restored  a  farthing  of  the  gain  ih< 
made  by  their  iiidulgeiiceH,  dispensatioxm,  and  other  diaVnil: 
Tentions.  Goml  Popt;  Ch-ment,  all  your  elymeucy  and  gen 
won't  pass  hew.  WVU  buy  no  nioro  iiidnlycucej*.  Goldeii  .i  ■  :-. 
and  bulls,  got  ys  home  again.  Look  to  tho  Italiana  for  piuiM.nt 
ITicy  who  JiDow  ye  will  buy  you  no  more.  'Ilianks  bo  Ut  Gtxt,  w» 
know  that  they  who  posse**  and  believe  the  Gospel,  enjoy  an  un- 
intemiptyd  jubilee.  Excellent  Pope,  what  care  we  for  your  bulls  I 
Yon  nay  aavo  your  seala  and  your  parchmi^ut.  They  are  in  bad 
odour  now^-^iays." — "  Let  them  accuse  ine  of  too  much  viideni.*.  I 
oaro  not.  Hereafter  bo  it  my  glory  that  men  shall  tell  how  I 
invL-ighed  and  raged  against  the  I'apista.  For  the  lost  ten  yearti  ban 
I  been  humbling  myself,  and  addressing  them  in  none  but  r^ 
apectful  language.  AVtiat  ha»  been  the  consequence  of  all  this  sob- 
mission  t  To  make  Imd  \fOT»e.  Th(*«e  people  are  but  the  man 
furious.  WoU,  eiuL-u  they  are  incorrigible,  as  it  is  vain  to  hope  to 
shake  their  infernal  purposes  by  kindness,  I  will  break  with  th.  i  s.  f 
will  pursue  Uiem,"  Ar<;. — '*  Such  is  my  contempt  for  tlicae  ^a:  lis, 
that  vrerf  I  not  confiiitHl  here^  I  would  go  stmiglit  to  Home  in  spit« 
of  the  devil  and  all  these  furies.  But,"  he  conlinuei>,  in  n  more 
playful  moo«l,  "  1  must  havo  putienct;  witli  tho  Pop*',  with  my 
boiuders,  my  srn'ants,  with  Catherine  Je  Boni,  and  with  everybody 
elfle.     In  short,  I  live  a  life  of  patience." 

At  the  risk  of  unduly  multiplying  tliese  quotAtions,  vre  must  add 
another,  which  baa  been  rjuoted  triumphantly  by  his  eaemies.  U  it 
his  answer  to  the  chat^  of  mietmnslating  the  Bible.  "The  ears  of 
the  Papists  are  too  long  with  their  hi !  ha  1 — tliey  are  unable  to  criti- 
cise a  translation  from  Latin  int^}  German.  Tell  them  that  Dr  Ma^ 
tin  Luther  cho{»u»  tliat  it  sliall  be  uu ;  and  that  a  Papist  and  a 
jackal  are  the  same." 

Wa  ahuuld  repiiut  no  small  portion  of  Lutber'a  works  before  ir0 


exhatistcd  the  oxftrajik's  wliich  mi^^lit  l»t>  i1mi.vii  from  tliem,  of  the 
■upntju  with  whicli  lie  assdiled  his  antagouist*.  To  the  rtproaobes 
which  this  violenc-e  <lrww  on  him.  he  mrely  ronilftscentled  to  reply. 
But  to  Uis  Iwst  and  mcwt  powerful  frieinl,  the  Kiwitor  Frederic,  he 
ronkra  a  drf«?ni.-«,  in  whitdi  thciv  is  some  truth  jmrJ  more  eloquence. 
'•They  say  that  the^e  books  of  mino  are  too  keen  and  catting. 
They  uro  ri^ht ;  I  never  meant  thcra  to  ho  soft  and  gentle.  My 
only  rpgTfit  i*,  llial  they  •■ut  no  det'iMir.  Think  of  the  violence  of 
my  mriniies,  and  you  must  confejis  that  I  huve  heen  too  forbearing." 
— *'AU  the  world  exclainiB  agiiinsl  ine,  vocifcniting  the  most  hat&- 
ftil  cftlorames  ;  and  if,  in  my  return.  T,  poor  man,  raise  my  Toice, 
ilien  nobody  hm  been  vftbeinimt  hut  I.nther-  In  fine,  whatever  I 
do  or  aay  miist  be  wrong,  even  should  I  riiiso  the  dead.  Wlwitevnr 
they  do  raiLst  l»e  right,  even  should  t!iey  deluge  Geniiany  with  tears 
and  Vdoo<!."  In  Iiis  more  fsiiiiiliHr  dist-ouree,  he  gave  another,  and 
jji'rhiipa  a  more  aceuniti.-,  account  of  the  real  niotivea  of  his  ini- 
peliuwily.  He  purposely  fanned  the  flame  of  an  indignation  which 
lie  thought  virtuiiuii,  l>ccanBe  thn  ori;;in  of  it  was  so.  "I  never," 
ho  said,  "write  or  spenk  so  well  as  when  I  am  in  a  paaaion."  He 
found  an^er  nn  elfectual.  and  at  In<t  a  necessary  stimulant,  and 
indulged  in  a  liberal  or  rather  in  an  iitemiwtute  use  of  it. 

Tliy  tempestuous  phafse  of  Luther's  mind  waa  not,  however,  per- 
manent, The  wane  of  it  may  be  traci-d  in  Ms  later  writings  ;  and 
the  cause  may  be  readily  aasigned.  The  liberator  of  the  hinnan 
mind  was  soon  to  dis^^over  that  the  powers  ho  had  set  free  were  not 
subject  to  his  control.  The  Iconoclasts,  Anahaptista,  and  other 
innovators,  however  wek-omo  at  lirst,  as  useful,  though  irregiilar, 
pArt'is-iits.  hroucbt  an  early  discredit  on  the  victory  to  which  they 
haii  contfibutei  The  Heformer'a  suspicion  of  these  doubtful  allies 
vma  liret  awakened  by  the  facility  with  which  they  urged  their  cnn- 
qacats  over  the  e,>tahlished  opinions  of  the  Christian  world  lieyoiid 
ue  limits  at  which  he  hail  himiH^lf  patisdl  He  looked  with  dis- 
trust on  Ihetr  exemption  from  the  pan;^  and  throes  with  which  the 
birth  of  his  own  doclriues  had  been  accompanied  in  his  own  Ixmum. 
He  pf  pceiveil  in  them  none  of  the  caution,  self-distrust,  and  himiil- 
ity,  which  he  wisely  jcrlged  inseparable  from  the  honest  pursuit  of 
tmlh.  Their  claims  to  an  immediate  intercourse  with  heaven 
Appeared  to  him  an  impious  prptension ;  for  he  judged  that  it  is 
only  aa  attempered  through  many  a  gross  intervening  medium,  that 
Divine  light  can  be  r&*eived  at  all  into  the  himiau  uiiderstanding. 

Carlastidt,  one  of  the  profeswirs  at  Witt«mheig,  was  the  leader 
of  the  [Ihmiinnti  at  that  university.  The  influence  of  Luther  prw- 
oared  hin  expulsion  to  Jen%  where  he  estaUished  a  printiiig-preM. 
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But  the  maxims  of  toleration  ore  not  taught  in  tho  Fcliool  of  sucaeai- 
ful  polemics ;  and  the  secular  arm  was  invoked  io  silence  an  upptHl 
to  the  -woiM  at  larye  ageiuet  a  new  pupftl  uutborily.  The  debate 
fjfrtm  which  Luther  thus  excladed  others  he  could  not  deny  to  hinv 
self;  for  ho  shrunk  £roni  no  inquiry  and  drcadod  no  man's  provoR, 
A  controveroial  pussn^e  at  arms  accnrdiugly  look  ])\wco  beiween  Uis 
Ktiformer  and  liis  refractory  pu]dl.  It  is  nee<UeRS  to  aild  that  th^ 
separated,  t'lich  more  Urmly  convincwl  of  the  flirora  of  hitt  oppt>n£nt. 
The  taunt  of  fearing  an  open  encounter  with  truth,  Luther  rppclled 
^vith  indigotition  and  spirit,  lie  invited  CarlostjirJt  to  pnhlisfa 
freely  whatever  he  thought  tit,  and  the  challenge  being  accepted,  fa« 
pliici>il  iu  his  bauds  a  lluriu,  as  a  kind  of  wiiger  of  liattle.  It  vsi 
fpt'nived  with  etpial  fninkutwy.  The  couihtttaiils  iLjraapwl  earh  other*! 
hands,  dmnk  mutual  pledgiw  in  a  solemn  cup,  and  parted  to  em$tg« 
in  b(»tiUtic9  more  fterious  than  such  grcctin)j8  might  have  seemed 
to  augur.  Luther  had  tho  spirit  of  a  martyr,  and  was  not  qait« 
exempt  from  that  of  a  persecutor.  Driven  from  one  city  to  ajioUwi; 
Catlofltadt  at  lant  fouiui  refuge  at  l^'ile ;  .and  theticu  asAailivi  hU 
advcrf>ary  with  a  rapid  succession  of  pamphlets,  and  with  «uch 
pleasing  appellatives  as  "twofohl  Tapist,"  "ally  of  Antii^hrij<T." 
and  so  forth.  They  were  answered  with  equal  fertility,  and  ivith 
no  greater  moderation.  "  The  devil,"  says  Luther,  '*  held  his  tongw 
till  I  won  him  over  w\X\i  a  llorin.  Tt  was  money  well  laid  out,  I 
do  not  regret  it." 

Ho  now  advocated  the  t^uute  of  social  order,  and  Rxposnd  tht 
dangers  of  ignorant  innovators,  assailing  the^  new  enemica  with  hii 
old  weapons.  "It  will  never  do  to  jest  with  Mr  .lUl-tho-Worid 
(Iferr  omna;).  To  keep  thiit  fnrmiduhle  person  quiet,  God  h*t) 
estAblishoil  lawful  aiitlioiity.  It  is  His  ple;isiirH  that  there  should 
be  order  amongst  us  here."  ''Thev  cry  out,  The  Uiblo  I  the  Bihkl 
— Bibel!  Bubol  I  Babel!" 

From  that  sacred  source  many  arguments  had  been  drawn  Io 
prove  that  all  gutnl  Cluitttiaus  were  bound,  iu  imitation  of  tha 
great  Jewish  lawgiver,  to  overthrow  and  deface  the  statues  with, 
which  tho  Papists  ha<l  e.mhtdli><he<l  tho  sacnxl  olificea.  Luthvr 
strenuously  resisted  both  the  ojiinion  and  tlie  practice ;  mAintainin; 
that  the  Scriptures  nowhca*  pruhibit  the  use  nf  images,  except  such 
us  were  designed  as  a  representation  or  symbnl  of  Deity. 

But  to  the  war  with  objects  designed  (however  injudiciookly)  to 
aid  tho  imagination,  and  to  enliven  the  alfections,  C&rlostadt  and 
his  jHuliiuins  united  that  mysticism  which  teaches  that  the  mind, 
thus  deprived  of  all  External  and  sensible  supports,  should  raise  it- 
self to  a  height  of  spiritUiU  contemplation  and  repose,  where,  sU 
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6ther  objects  being  banisliod.  and  all  other  fioun<l»  unhcani,  and  all 
other  thoiiKhts  t'spelled,  the  Divine  Being  will  dir*;ctly  manifest 
bunsi'lf.  'Uul  disclosu  His  will  by  a  voice  Rilent  and  inarticulate,  and 
diyliiiilly  int*Uijj:ible.     Luther  handles  this  Hublime  iiouiienae 

i  it  well  dwervptl.     "  The  devil."  he  Raya  (for  this  is  his  niiiversal 

snlvtMil),  "  ojwns  his  hirjjo  tnoiilh,  ftiid  rkifh  out,  Spirit!  sxiirit! 
spirit!  dLwtroyint;  ttts  while  all  roads,  hrid^DB,  scaling  ladders,  and 
putliit,  by  which  spirit  can  enter ;  namely,  the  visible  order  estab- 
lished bv  (jod  in  holy  baptism,  in  ontward  forms,  and  in  Ilia  own 
word.  They  would  have  you  mount  the  clouds  and  ride  the  winds, 
tilling  you  neither  ho-w,  nor  when,  nor  where,  nor  wliicli.  All  tUia 
thoy  leave  yon  to  discover  for  yourself." 

Curlostwit  was  en  im.i^e  brenker  and  a  mystic,  but  he  was  some- 
thing more.  lie  had  adopted  the  opinion  of  Ziiingle  and  QScolam- 
|uidius  on  the  Holy  Communion, — re^teiving  a^  an  emhleiiu  and  as 
nothing  else,  the  eiacrcd  elements  in  which  the  liomon  Catholic 
Church,  after  the  wonls  of  coiisecmtioiL  recjguiaea  the  very  body 
and  bhvid  of  the  Divine  Redeemer.  He  was,  therefore,  aiipported 
by  the  whole  l>ody  of  Swiss  rt-fonners.  Luther,  ''chained  down," 
sn  he  expresses  it,  ''by  the  sncred  text."  to  the  doctrine  of  the  real 
presence,  had  arrlontly  di^ircd  tfl  be  enfranchised  from  this  opinion. 
"As  often  as  he  lelt  within  himself  the  atrivingti  of  the  old  Adam, 
he  was  but  too  violently  drawn  to  adopt  the  ii\s\m  intoritrelation." 
■'  But  if  we  take  counsel  with  reason,  we  shjiU  no  hiuper  believe  any 
mystery."  He  had,  however,  consulted  this  dan^rous  guide  too 
long,  thus  eoiiily  to  shake  off  her  company.  The  text  taught  him 
one  real  presence,  hia  reason  assured  him  of  another ;  and  so  he  re- 
qair»l  his  iliwiples  to  a<Imit  and  believe  both.  They  obeyed, 
liioiijrfa  at  the  expense  of  a  schism  among  the  lieformors,  of  which 
it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  it  occasioned  more  distress  to  them- 
aelvPrt,  or  more  exultation  to  their  common  enemies. 

This  w  the  tirat  ami  j^reatflst  of  those  "  Variations  '*  of  which  the 
bistory  has  beeTi  written  with  such  inimitable  eloquence.  Nothing 
short  of  the  most  obtuse  pn-judice  could  deny  to  Bo&suet  the  praise 
of  having  bwu^ht  to  religious  controversy  every  quality  which  can 
render  it  either  fonnidable  or  nttmcttve  ; — a  stylo  of  such  traus- 
fiit  [wrspicuity  as  woiUd  impart  delight  to  the  study  of  the  Year 
oka,  if  they  could  be  rewritten  in  Jt ;  a  aigncity  which  nothuig 
apps ;  and  a  fervour  of  thought  and  feeling  so  intense,  as  to 
broathe  and  burn  not  only  without  the  u.se  of  vehement  or  oppro- 
brious wor:U,  but  through  a  diction  invariably  calm  and  simple; 
uid  a  mass  of  learning  so  vast  and  ro  perfectly  digested  ns  to  be 
Tisiblo  everywhere  without  producing  the  slightest  encumbrance  or 
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embarrnssment.  To  quote  from  ^^r  ITullaui's  IlistoiT,'  of  tlio  Mi*1dle 
Ages:— "  Nothing,  jjerliaps.  in  polemical  eloquence  ia  eo  si^U-ixlid 
88  the  chapUir  on  L«11ii.t's  lh«oluij;tcal  lonets.  The  Eagle  of  Mcanx 
is  there  truly  eeen,  lonlly  of  form,  fierce  of  eye,  terrible  in  his  bc*k 
and  clawB," — a  graphic  and  not  iinraetitod  irihute  to  the  ppnwow  of 
this  formidable  adversary.  But  the  triumph  which  it  appears  to 
concede  to  him  may  not  be  ho  roadily  arknowletlged. 

The  argument  uf  the  "  Variiitions"  nvta  on  the  postulate,  that  a 
religion  of  Divine  origin  mu&t  havt^  pi-ovided  some  resource  ftir  ex- 
cluding uncertaint}'  on  evary  debutable  point  of  l«elicf  or  pmclice. 
Now,  it  must  be  vain  to  search  for  tliis  Btcadfast  li^^ht  ainnogst 
those  who  werts  at  viirianc«  on  so  many  vital  qiiustioms.  Tlie  re- 
quiryii  IhicioT  Duhiianiium  could,  therefore,  Ik>  lound  only  in  the 
venerable  form  of  the  Catholic  Church,  whose  oraclKd,  everywhere 
Rcccsjsiblo  and  never  eilcnt,  had,  from  age  to  age,  delivered  t^i  llie 
faithful  the  some  invariahle  trutlm  in  one  conUuuuus  strain  of  per 
feet  and  unbroken  harmony. 

Muth  a»  the  real  eoutnist  has  been  exaggerated  tiy  the  mo«t 
subtlt^  ili?putaul  of  uiotlem  times,  it  would  be  futile  to  deny  or  to 
extenuate  the  )^laring  iiirouHistfincies  of  tlie  Kcforuiers  with  mch 
other,  and  ivith  themaolve?.  Prote-stAntism  may  well  endui*  rai 
avowal  which  leaves  her  foundations  unimpaired.  Bottsuet  hn» 
disproved  llu;  existence  of  a  miracln  wbifh  no  one  alleges.  He  hiu 
inconlrovertihly  establislied  that  the  laws  of  nature  were  nut  en*- 
peiideii  in  favour  of  Lutlier  and  his  aasociatea.  He  has  shown,  with 
inimitable  address  and  elnf|ueu<*e,  (hat,  within  the  pn^incta  of  mnnd 
science,  human  rwwon  must  t^til  in  vain  for  demonstnitive  c**rt*in- 
lies;  and  that,  in  such  studies,  they  who  would  aiiopt  the  5iimv 
geuera)  result?,  and  co-operate  for  one  common  eml,  must  be  coalent 
to  rest  very  f-ir  short  of  an  alMoluto  identity  of  opinion. 

But  there  is  a  deep  and  impassable  gulf  between  these  premises 
and  the  inference  dedviced  from  them.  The  Btnpen<Ioua  miracle  of 
a  traditional  unanimity  for  lifteeu  bumlred  years  amongst  the  mem- 
bers of  the  C'hristian  (.'hurch,  at  once  unattested  by  any  authentic 
evidence,  and  refuted  by  irresigtible  proofs,  is  oppose*!  tia  mu»'h  t* 
the  whole  ecnnnmy  of  tlie  moral  government  of  the  world,  lu  it  it 
to  human  experience.  It  waa,  indeed,  eiisy  to  silence  dissent  by 
terror;  to  disguiiw  peal  dilTerencea  beneath  conventional  8\'; 
to  divert  the  atUiiition  of  the  incurious  by  a  gorj^eoue  pa;,-. 
and  to  diAann  the  inquiHitivo  at  one  time  by  golden  preferuivjiiia, 
•nd  at  snolher  by  specious  couipromises :  and  it  was  ea#y  to 
allege  tliis  timid,  or  blind,  or  seltiKb  at:quiescnce  in  spiritual  despot* 
ism,  aa  a  gcuciul  consent  to  the  aatUority,  and  as  a  spontaneoui 
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a<l  pHon  of  tlift  tonMji,  of  tlie  dontinanl  prif-sthooil.  But  no  fioon  a& 
uii'ti  rviilly  began  to  think,  it  was  impoAaible  Uiat  they  should  think 
aliko.  Wlieu  sut&ages  were  'Ieninu<ivil,  »nil  not  acclainatioDS,  there 
WAS  at  once  an  end  of  nniiiiimilj.  \\'ith  mental  frewlom  cuine 
doabt,  and  debate,  and  flharp  dissension.  Tho  ind  ispontiahl©  con- 
ditions of  hnman  improvement  were  now  to  be  fullilled.  It  was 
diftCQvereil  that  religious  knowleilg**,  like  all  other  knowledge,  and 
n-li'.Mous  ni^ement,  like  all  other  a^jrcement,  were  hlosainga  which, 
likr  uU  other  blesuiuyiB,  must  be  pun^hiwcd  at  a  price. 

Luther  disfielled  the  illusion  that  rann'a  noblefil  science  may  be 
attaiiioil,  his  Hrst  inten'Jtts  secured,  and  his  most  sacred  duties  dis- 
charged, exeept  in  the  strenuou«  exercti^e  of  the  bent  faculties  of  Ma 
natorc.  Ho  was  early  Uiught  that  they  who  auhmit  thcnisclvea  to 
tlii*  Dirine  opiinance,  are  cut  off  from  the  intelloi^tual  repose  which 
rewnnU  a  prostrate  submission  to  huioan  authority  ;  that  thoy  rauHt 
conduct  the  .H:ai\^h  of  truth  throufjh  many  a  bitter  Jiaappointment, 
and  many  a  humilisliiig  retractation,  and  many  a  weary  strife ;  and 
that  they  must  braco  their  nerves  ami  Rtrain  their  mental  powers  to 
the  tnalc,  with  sleepless  diligence, — attended  and  sustained  the 
vhile  by  einjrlenes^  of  purpoj*e,  by  candour,  by  liope,  by  humility, 
and  by  devotion.  When  this  severe  lesson  had  been  learned,  the 
Reformers,  l>oldly,  nay,  passiourttvly,  avowed  their  mutual  differ- 
ences. The  imperfect  vision,  and  unsteady  gait,  of  eyes  lonji  «x- 
cludod  from  the  li^ht,  and  of  limbs  long  doharri^d  from  exercise, 
drew  on  them  the  taiuits  and  contumelies  of  those  whose  bondage. 
tboy  bod  dared  to  leject.  But  the  Siircasma  even  of  Krasmus,  the 
eloquence  even  of  i3<i>«8uet,  were  impotent  against  such  antagoiU9t& 
Centuries  ro!le<l  on  their  ap]Xiint*d  coui-so  of  controversy,  of  pre- 
judice, of  persecution,  and  of  long-sufferinp.  Nor  was  that  sharp 
eonfliot  endure<J  in  vain.  Slowly,  indeed,  but  steailfustly,  the 
Catholic  and  bcnJRnant  spirit  of  tho  Gospel  reappeared,  and  resumed 
its  influence  in  the  Christian  world.  The  rights  of  conscience,  and 
the  principles  of  tolemtioo,  wore  acknowlcdgeti.  Some  vehement 
disputes  were  consignetl  to  well-merited  neglect  The  Chvirch  of 
Komr)  herself  silently  adopted  much  of  the  temper,  whilst  nnathe- 
mati^in^'  the  teneU  of  the  Koforujers  ;  and  if  the  dominion  nf  peace 
and  cliority  be  still  imperfixit  and  precarious,  yet  thero  is  a  hri^'htor 
prospect  of  their  univeryjil  emjiire  than  has  ever  Iwfore  dawned  on 
the  nations  nf  Christcndorii.  The  Kn^lc  of  Heaux,  had  he  been 
nkserred  for  the  nineteenth  centurj',  would  have  laid  aside  "the 
_twrnr8  of  his  Iteak,  tho  iighlnings  of  his  eye,"  and  would  hove 
Dgwl  his  lontly  (light  to  ri'^ions  elevated  far  above  those  over 
\  it  is  lus  tjlory  to  have  spread  war  and  consternation. 
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These,  however,  arc  conclusions  which,  in  Luther's  age, 
yond  the  reach  of  humun  Ibrcsij^ht,  It  was  ai  thai  time  eof 
tjiat  all  mon  miglit  at  once  freely  discuss,  onii  unanimoualy  \aXer- 
pret,  the  roKinins  of  the  inapireJ  volume  Tlio  triaj  of  the  6xperi> 
ment  brought  to  light  many  essential  vamtions^  hut  still  more  in 
which  the  verbal  exceeded  the  real  difference  ;  and  &uch  waa^ 
perhapR,  the  case  with  the  Sacmmeutarian  controveray.  Tlie  ob- 
jection to  Lutlier's  doctrine  of  Con^ihstantiation,  wan  not  that  it  wu 
opposed  to  the  reuson  o(  man,  nor  eren  that  it  wa«  contniiiicted  by 
the  evidence  of  his  scniws ;  but  that  no  intellt^ble  meaning  could 
be  assigned  to  any  of  the  comhinaliona  of  wonls  in  which  it  wa« 
expressed.  It  might  bo  no  difficult  toak  to  be  persuaded  that  whii- 
ever  m  great  a  doctor  taught,  on  ho  hij^^h  a  {mint  of  theology,  mtuC 
be  a  truth  ; — just  ha  the  hclii'vers  in  Cicor^e  Pealmactaaer  may  hxn 
been  firmly  myiiired  of  the  verity  of  tlie  BtatnmcntB  he  uldrnHcd  to 
them  in  the  language  of  Formosa.  But  the  ]^atheran  doctrine  could 
harfUy  have  been  more  obscure,  if  it  had  been  deliverwl  in  the 
Fonnoaa,  insN^ad  of  the  Latin  or  the  German  tongne.  To  all  com- 
nioit  apprehension,  it  appiuirfil  nothing  les^a  than  the  siraultaiieotis 
affinmition  and  deniti!  of  the  very  same  thing.  In  this  n«i»eet  it 
cloeely  resemble<l  the  kindred  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
Yet  who  would  indulj^  in  8o  presumptuous  a  bigotry  as  to  imptit« 
to  the  long  unbroken  succession  of  powtirful  and  astute  mimls  which 
have  adorned  the  Kontan  (.'atholiu  and  Lutlicran  Clitirchus,  the 
extravagance  of  having  substituted  uiimeauin;;  suumls  for  a  deliniUi 
sense,  on  so  tnomentoua  an  article  of  their  roapeclivo  rreodsl  Th*» 
consequence  may  be  avoided  by  a  much  moro  rational  supp' 
It  ia,  that  tlie  Hirneil  of  both  communions  uiw<l  the  words  in 
tlmt  article  is  denounced,  in  a  sense  widely  remote  from  that  which 
they  nsuftlly  bcjir.  The  proof  of  this  hypothesis  would  be  more 
easy  than  attractive ;  nor  wimld  it  he  a  iHfficult,  though  an  equnlly 
uninviting  otilcc,  to  show  that  Zuin^lo  and  his  followers  indulgivl 
thoraAelvea  in  a  corresponding  freedom  with  human  language.  Tha 
dispute,  however,  proceeded  too  rapidly  to  be  overtaken  or  arresterl 
by  dctinitiona  ;  which,  had  they  precedcil,  instead  of  following  th« 
controversy,  might  have  litifled  in  It^  birth  many  a  goodly  folio. 

The  minds  of  men  werf  rii<lely  called  away  from  these  Mibtl(jt«* 
Tliroughout  the  went  of  Germany,  the  pcA.«aut8  roee  in  a  suilden  and 
de.spemte  revolt  aj^iinst  their  lonla,  under  the  guidance  of  (toou  of 
the  "  Iron  Hand."  If  neither  animated  by  the  principles  nor 
goided  by  the  precepts  of  the  Gosj)el,  the  infnirgents  at  least  avcnre 
their  a«Iherence  to  the  party  then  railed  Kvangehcal,  and  justil ' 
their  conduct  by  an  appeal  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Iteformers. 
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this  foarfal  di>TUption  of  the  hnnfla  of  society  was  provoked  neither 
by  speculative  opinionB,  nor  by  iinAgiiiarj'  wrongs.  The  grievances 
of  th<'  iMH)i»I[!  wuro  gulling,  palfMibU»,  iiml  sovcrc.  ITipy  bolongi'tl  to 
that  class  of  social  evila  over  which  thu  a^lvancing  light  of  truth  and 
knowledge  muat  always  triumyib,  either  by  prompting  timely  cou- 
oasaioDS,  or  by  provoking  the  rvlwunil  of  llu*  overstrained  jwtifnrH  of 
mankind.  Domestic  slavoryj  feuihd  termifs,  oppKif«ive  taxation, 
and  a.  syutematic  denial  of  jiiKtipctt>  tlio  pour,  occupied  the  first  platiu 
in  their  catalogue  of  iiijurie3 ;  the  forest  laws  and  the  exaction  of 
amoU  tithes,  the  second.  The  demand  of  the  right  to  choose  their 
own  religious  teaclitTK,  inuy  nut  iui]irol»ubly  Imve  bet-a  added,  U> 
give  to  tlieir  cause  the  Benil)l.ini:e  of  u  lesa  sublunary  cliararter ; 
and  rather  in  eompliiaeut  lo  the  spirit  of  the  times,  than  from  any 
Tcry  lively  deaira  for  inatructora,  who,  they  well  knew,  would  dia- 
oonragc  and  robnke  their  lawless  violence. 

Such  a  monitor  was  Luther.  He  was  at  onnetoocnnspinuous  and 
too  ardent  to  remain  a  pa&sive  spetitator  of  these  tumult«>.  The 
noble-s  armigned  him  as  the  author  of  their  calamities.  The  people 
invoked  him  as  an  arbiter  in  ihedisputa  Heanswerpii  their  apjieal 
with  more  than  papjil  dignity,  A  poor  nntitl«<I  prit-st  asserted  over 
the  national  mind  of  G'^rniauy  a  p.oiniajiud  moro  absolute  than  that 
of  her  thousand  Princes  and  their  Imperial  head.  lie  had  little  of 
the  acicniiJo  of  government,  nnr,  in  truth,  of  any  other  scienec.  IJnt 
hia  mind  had  been  exj)ande<l  by  sludii:;!  which  give  wi*lnm  even  to 
tlKj  simple.  Hirf  uuilerstanding  was  iiivignmted  by  hal>itual  converse 
Yrith  the  inspinxl  writings,  and  his  soul  had  dnink  deeply  of  their 
spirit.  And  therefore  it  was  that  from  him  Europe  first  heard  those 
great  social  maxims  which,  though  they  now  pa^s  for  elomentftTy 
truths,  were  then  as  Rtronge  in  theory  as  they  were  unknown  in 
practice.  He  fearlessly  maintained  that  the  demands  of  the  insur- 
gents were  just.  He  asserted  the  all-important  though  obviou.s  truth, 
that  power  is  conflih^d  to  the  nilfi-x  of  mankind,  not  to  gntVify  thxir 
caprice  or  eejfishnei*,  hut  as  a  «KTfd  trust  to  be  eniploy<*d  for  the 
common  gi>rMi  of  64«'iety  at  large  ;  anl  he  denouncrd  thf-ii-  injustice 
and  rapacity  with  the  Kune  alem  vi-Iiumcnce  which  he  had  formerly 
din>etod  against  tlie  .spiritual  tyrants  of  the  world. 

For,  in  common  witlj  all  who  have  caught  the  genius  as  well  aa 
the  cn>«l  of  Chri.-^tiain'ly,  the  iiiidiest  aynipjithies  of  Luther  were 
with  the  poor,  the  destitute,  au<l  the  oppn.-ss<!d  ;  and,  in  mntcm- 
pUting  the  unft.-iiwl  di^trihution  of  the  good  things  of  life,  he  was 
not  slowly  rouacd  to  a  generous  indignation  against  those  to  whom 
the  odvaiitagtrfl  of  forluiut  had  taught  neither  pity  nor  forbearince. 
But  it  was  an  emotion  restrained  and  directed  by  far  deeper  thoughts 
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tlian  visit  the  mintls  of  spnliinrntal  palxiota,  or  aolluth  demngoguea' 
He  depicted,  iu  his  owu  urdent  and  homely  phrase,  the  gtult.  the 
foUy,  and  the  miaeries  of  civil  war.  He  reminded  the  people  of  tbeii 
iguomnce  aiid  their  fKiillit.  He  badd  them  not  to  divert  thtdr  at- 
tcutiou  from  these,  to  scan  the  errors  of  their  Buperiors.  He  drew 
fipom  the  Rvaiig<^Hoal  precepts  of  patir-nw,  nifokn<sft.  and  IoQg-«of^ 
ing,  e^'ery  motive  which  could  calm  thfir  oj^tatud  passions.  He 
iraplon>d  them  not  to  dishonour  the  religion  tboy  pTofossed  ;  and 
showed  that  subordiiuitiuu  iu  biunau  aot:iety  was  ai)iviue  onliiinnce. 
designed  to  (jroraoto,  in  ditfen-nt  ways,  the  moral  improvement  rf 
every  tank,  and  the  general  happinoiw  of  all. 

The  authority,  the  coura^p,  and  the  pathetic  cameatneas  of  the 
great  Roforraer  ivere  exerted  in  vain.  Oppnssiou  which  drives  wise 
men  mad,  had  closed  the  ears  of  the  German  peasantry  to  the  odvics 
even  of  Alartin  Luther ;  and  they  plunged  into  a  contest  more  des- 
perate in  its  character,  and  more  fatal  iu  its  n^jtilts,  than  any  which 
stains  the  annals  of  the  empire.  Ho  felt,  with  the  utinnst  kt^enoafl^ 
the  reproach  thus  brought  on  the  Beformation  ;  nor  may  it  be  ocift- 
ccaled,  that  at  hu^t  his  voice  was  rai^sod  in  torrible  indignation  a^nst 
thu  insurgents,  by  whom  bis  [xacific  ofl'orts  had  been  defeated  and 
his  remonstrances  despised.  His  old  antagonist,  C'orlostudl,  wiu 
chai-ged  with  a  guilty  participation  iu  the  revolt-,  and  iu  Ids  diitln-iit) 
apiK'ali>d  to  the  much-reviled  Oon!^iib8tanti;ilist  for  protection.  It 
wita  hardly  in  human  nature,  cci-tainly  not  in  Ijither'R,  to  rvjei't  *i)<^ 
a  supplicant  The  otlium  tlie.nhigicum  is,  after  all,  rather  a  v  ' 
stive  than  a  malignant  affctition,  even  its  worat  type  ;  and  1 
possessed,  more  than  most  polemics,  the  faculty  of  e.tpelling  from 
the  soul  the  Demon  of  Wmth  thanigh  the  channel  of  the  pen-  He 
place*!  Carlostadt  in  safety,  defended  him  from  the  charge  of  ' 
ing  rohelliou.  and  dunuinded  for  him  a  fair  trial  and  u  patient  hi.  >  :  . 
His  preternatund  fate  has  been  already  noticed. 

Bnt  a  more  formidable  enemy  was  at  hand.     TliO  snpTf  miwy  of 
Erasmya  in  the  world  of  letters  was  such  as  no  other  writcT  over 
lived  to  cijjoy.     Literature  had  then  an  universal  language,  a:'  '' 
learned  of  all  nations  acknowle<lged  him  as  their  guide  and  : 
In  on  Rjije  of  intense  mental  activity,  no  other  mind  was  so  iinp.tiiijit 
of  repose  ;  at  a  period  when  fn-eiiom  of  thought  was  asserted  wth 
all  the  enthusiasm  of  new-born  \w\)^^  ho  emulale<l  the  moat  8;r 
of  the  insurgent*  against  the  ancient  dynasties.     The  restorer, 
the  inventor,  of  tlie  popular  interpretation  of  the  tjcriptures,  1 
excelled  by  few,  if  any,  in  the  more  ambitious  science  of  b' 
criticism.     His  philosophy  (if^  in  deference  to  custom,  it  must  so  be 
called)  was  but  the  apphcaliun  to  those  inquiries  in  which  the 


JURTIN    LCTHKS. 


219 


wnt  and  future  welfare  of  mankiml  is  chiefly  involvinl,  of  an  tulniir- 
jibte  gfKxi  aeiiai!,  which  jK-iietraM  sophisms  under  the  most  Bpecioua 
dtsKuise,  and  ri'in-UwI  mere  vf?rh«l  siilitletios,  however  imposing 
Lhi?ir  prctPnaions.  or  however  itlustrious  tht'ir  patrons.  AlUrnati'ly 
a  mnu  of  tht;  world,  and  a  rcchiso  scholar,  ho  was  ever  wide  awoke 
to  tli((  rt'al  huBJiu'ss  of  hfe ;  oven  wliyn  imgaj^'ed  in  IhuBO  studies 
vhicb  nitimlly  fondiict  the  inern  prisontrs  of  the  chiister  into  droamy 
and  tntn»«nih'ntal  Rjx'CulHtioiis.  In  his  hnnds,  tho  Ljitin  liinguago 
wna  l»ent  in  nw8  of  which  Cicero  himadf  might  liuvo  thoujjht  it  in- 
ca])uhli; ;  and,  without  anyharbarous  innovatiuuB,  Kt-ame,  almost 
for  tlie  iirjit  lime,  tlie  vehirlo  of  playful  banter,  and  of  high  and 
mysterious  doctrines,  IreiiU-nl  In  a  fHiiiiliar  and  eiu*y  tone. 

Of  the  two  imi>en'ftl  virlue.'i,  industry  and  eelt'-<lenial,  tlie  literary 
characttT  of  Erasmue  was  adorned  by  the  firel  inutdi  more  than  hy 
tbu  second.  Grasping  at  univenuU  excoUencc  and  immediate  re- 
nown, he  pourod  out  orations,  Terses,  essays,  dialogues,  aphorisms, 
hrogniphics,  translations,  and  new  editions  of  the  classical  writfTS, 
with  a  rapidity  which  at  once  diuzled  the  world,  and  exhausted. 
himself.  Deeply  aa  the  impress  of  lus  mind  was  fastened  on  liis 
own  generation,  thoae  only  of  hiii  countless  works  retain  llieir  charm^ 
IB  later  times  which  he  rrj^rded  but  as  the  pastime  of  a  few  loiRiire 
hoirn.  Kvpf}'  one  has  n>ad  the  "  Colloqnits,"  and  adniin'd  their  jjay 
and  gmceful  expoaure  of  the  frauds  and  credulity  of  his  iigo.  The 
'•  l*r.ii3e  of  Folly  "  should  never  be  separated  from  Holbein's  etch- 
ing*, without  which  the  reJider  may  now  anil  then  smile,  hut  will 
^  Jianlly  lauph.     The  "  Cicemnianiia  "  is  one  of  thiwe  elaliorate  plea- 

Qtritvi  which  ^ive  plrusurc  only  to  tlie  laburioua.  For  neither  as 
I  wit,  nor  as  a  thenlofrjan,  nor  perhaps  even  us  a  critic,  does  Erasmus 
rank  among  master  intellects ;  and  in  the  other  departments  of  liter- 
ature no  utie  has  veutureit  to  chum  for  him  a  very  ele\-attid  staliou. 
His  real  glory  is  to  have  openoil  at  onoe  new  channels  of  popular 
and  of  ftlwtrusc  knowlc^lge — to  have  guidwl  the  few,  while  he  in- 
»tmf"t<>d  the  many — to  have  HvM  and  written  for  noble  cnda — to 
have  b(v>n  snrjifuiswj  by  none  in  the  compass  of  his  learning,  or  the 
cnll-itive  value  of  hia  works — and  to  have  prepared  the  way  for  a 
mij^biy  rpvoliition,  which  it  required  moral  qualities  far  loftier  than 
hia  tu  accomplish. 

For  the  wiul  of  this  great  man  diil  not  partake  of  tlie  energy  of 
hia  intf'Ueotual  faeulties.  Ho  rtpeatedly  confeeees  that  he  had  nono 
of  tlie  spirit  of  a  martjT ;  and  the  acknowledgment  is  made  in  the 
tone  of  WLrcasm.  rather  than  in  that  of  r«grct.  He  belonged  to  that 
da**  of  actors  on  the  si;enc  of  life,  who  have  always  appeared  as  the 
harbingers  of  gruat  social  changes ; — men  gifU-d  with  the  power  to 
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di8C4?rn,  and  the  hardihood  to  proclaim,  truths  of  wliicli  thi^j  iract 
the  courage  to  encounter  the  infallilile  redulU  ;  who  outrun  then 
generation  in  tiK'Ught,  but  lag  behind  it  in  action ;  players  iit  tl)« 
sport  of  reform  so   long  as  leform    itself  apptyirs  at  on  ind 
distance  ;  more  ostentatious  of  tlicir  mental  superiority  tlion  j;j 
for  tlie  well-being  of  mankind ;  dreaming  that  the  dark  fi^f  r.f 
hLstory  may  hereafter  become  a  faJiy  tale,  in  which  lajchantment  vrVA 
bring  to  jiasa  a  glorious  cataj*trophe,  unbought  by  inter\*nnin^' 
and  agouy»  and  suifcring ;  and  therefore  overwhelmed  uitli 
when  ihw  edifice  begins  to  totter,  of  which  their  ohti  hands  hai;» 
Ba|>ped  the  foundation. 

He  was  a  Reformer,  until  the  Reformation  became  a  ft-arfnl 
reality; — a  jester  at  the  bulwarks  of  the  Papacy,  until  they  br-gan 
to  give  way  ; — a  propagator  of  the  Seripturees  until  men  betook 
themselves  to  the  atudy  and  the  application  of  them  ; — depreviatinc 
the  mere  outward  forms  of  religiou,  until  they  had  come  to  be  esfr 
mated  at  their  real  value  ;— in  short,  a  Iconied,  ingenious,  betnerth 
lent,  amiable,  timid,  irre.<«]ute  uinii,  who,  though  compelled  to  betz 
the  responsiblity,  resigned  to  others  the  glory,  of  rescuing  tlw 
human  uiiud  from  tJjo  bondage  of  a  thousand  years.  The  diataan 
betwwu  his  career  and  that  of  Luther  was,  therefore,  continually 
enlarging,  until  they  at  length  moved  in  opposite  directiuns  and 
met  each  other  with  mutual  auimosity.  The  Refonner  foresaw  anil 
deprecated  tliis  collision  :  and  Bnssuet  has  condemned  aa  nenile 
the  celebrated  letter  in  which  Luther  endeavoured  to  avert  the  im- 
pending contest.  In  common  with  many  of  his  censures  of  the 
great  tather  of  the  Protestant  Churches,  this  is  evidently  the  result 
of  prejudice.  The  letter  was  conceived  with  tendemeaa,  and  ax- 
pressed  with  becoming  dignity. 

"  1  do  not,"  he  says, "  leprouch  you  in  your  estrangements  from  ni, 
fearing  lest  I  should  hinder  the  cause  which  you  maintain  ogainsk 
our  common  enemies  the  Papists.  For  the  same  reason,  it  give* 
me  no  displeanire  tliat,  in  many  of  your  works,  you  have  sought  to 
obtain  their  favour,  or  tu  appease  their  hostility,  by  aaaailiug  ua 
with  tmdeserved  reproaches  and  sarcasms.  It  is  obWous  that  God 
has  not  given  you  the  energy  or  the  courage  requisite  for  an  open 
and  fearleaii  attack  on  these  monsl^'ns  nor  am  I  of  a  temper  to  oxaitt 
from  you  what  is  beyond  your  strength." — *' I  have  resinvted  your 
infirmity,  and  that  meu-^ure  of  tlie  gifts  oi  God  which  is  in  ytra. 
24one  can  deny  that  you  have  promoted  the  eanse  of  lileraturp.,  thus 
opening  the  way  to  the  right  understanding  of  Uie  Scriptures ;  or 
tliat  tlie  endowment  which  you  have  thus  received  from  litxl  is 
BUignificent  and  worthy  of  all  adiuiratioiL     Here  is  a  jiisb  cause  i 
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g;mtitn(]e.  I  have  never  desired  that  you  should  quit  your  cautious 
aud  juea^urt'd  course  to  enter  our  caiup.  Otv&I  ai-e  the  Bervice^  you 
lender  by  your  gpniua  and  eloquence ;  and  m  your  heart  fails  you, 
it  is  h&A  that  you  should  scr\'o  God  \ritU  inieh  powers  as  Hn  has 
giTen  you.  My  only  apprehension  is,  lest  you  should  permit  your- 
self to  be  dra^Hl  by  uur  enemies  to  publisli  an  attack  upon  our 
doctrines,  for  th(?n  I  should  bo  compelied.  to  resist  you  to  the  face." — 
•*Thin;ie.  have  now  reached  a  point  at  which  we  flhould  feel  no 
anxiety  for  our  cause,  even  though  Kmsmufl  himself  should  din^t  all 
hia  abilities  against  its.  It  is  no  wonder  that  our  party  should  be 
impatient  of  your  attacks.  Human  weakness  is  atanned  and  op- 
pxessed  by  the  weight  of  the  name  of  Erasmua.  Once  to  bu  lashed 
oy  Erasmus  is  a  fur  dilfHreiit  tliiuj,'  fmni  bttiug  Pxpos4?d  to  the  assaults 
of  all  tho  Pafiiat3  put  to^^ther." — "I  have  written  all  this  in  proof 
of  my  candour,  and  hecaxise  I  desire  that  God  may  impart  to  yon  a 
spirit  worthy  of  your  name.  If  that  spirit  be  withlield,  at  leu^t  let 
me  implortj  you  to  remain  a  mere  spectatc^r  of  our  tragedy.  Do  not 
join  your  foiveij  to  our  enemies  Abstain  from  writing  against  me, 
and  I  will  write  nothinj^'  against  you." 

This  lofty  tone  grated  on  the  fastidioua  car  of  the  monarch  of 
literature.  Htt  watched  his  opportumty,  and  inflicti^d  a  t4!rribIo 
revenge.  To  have  attacked  tlie  doctrines  of  the  Relormatiuu  would 
}iave  been  to  hazard  an  unanswerable  charge  of  iuconsistf  ucy.  But 
Lather,  in  explorinj;  hia  path,  had  lost  his  way  in  the  labyrinth  of 
the  question  of  fm>-will :  and  had  publii^hf^d  opinions  whidi  were 
nothing  short  of  the  avowal  of  absolute  fatalism.  In  a  treatise  De 
Libero  Arbitrio,  Erasmus  mailo  a  brilliant  charjs'e  on  this  exposed 
part  of  Ilia  adversary's  position  ;  exhausting  all  the  resources  of  liis 
Bagacity,  wit,  and  learning,  to  lower  the  theuloy;iual  chai-acter  of  tlie 
foDndi?r  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  lielbniier  staf>nerf-d  Iwneath 
this  blow.  For  metaphysical  debate  ho  was  ill  pro]  tared — to  the 
learning  of  hia  antugonii^t  he  had  no  pretension—and  to  his  wit 
coiUd  oppose  nothing  but  indignant  vcheraonco.  His  answer,  De 
Servo  Arhitrio,  has  been  confessed,  by  lus  uiOHt  anient  udutirers,  to 
have  been  but  a  fe<>ble  defence  to  his  fqnnidable  enemy.  ITie  tempop 
in  which  ho  conducted  tho  dispute  may  Vw  judgod  from  tho  follow- 
ing example  :  *•  Erasmus,  that  king  of  amphibology,  reposes  calmly 
on  his  amphibological  throne,  cheats  us  with  his  ambiguous  language, 
and  claps  liin  hands  when  he  finds  us  entangled  amongst  his  insidious 
tiopeSy  hke  beasts  of  chase  fallen  into  the  toils.  Then  seiring  the 
OQcasioD  for  hie  rhetoric,  he  springs  on  hia  captive  with  loud  cries, 
tearing,  sconrjjing,  tormenting,  and  devoting  you  to  the  udVrnaL*, 
beoaiue,  as  it  pleases  him  to  say,  lua  words  have  been  understood  in 


VARTnV  LTtTBBB. 


a  caliiintiinua,  acandulous,  and  Satanic  sense,  thon^fh  it  was  Kia  own 
design  tbat  they  dlioultl  be  so  tokeo.  See  him  comu  on,  croe[Ui)g 
lite  II  Wper,"  &c.,  &c. 

To  the  kst,  the  sense  of  iJiis  defeat  would  appear  to  have  cltna 
to  Luther.     Accustuiucd  to  triumph  in  tlieological  delmto,  lict  hna 
heflii  overthrown  in  the  presL'Qco  of  abushcd  friends  and  oxulliug 
enemies ;  and  the  record  of  his  fiimiliar  conversation  bear«  d(*p 
tmcres  of  his  keen  ramemliiunL*  of  tUid  huuiiliiition.     Many  of  Uia 
contumeiious  words  asorii>od  to  him  on  tJiis  sulijecl,  if  they  real]/ 
fell  fitnn  hi$  lips,  were  p:-obaldy  some  of  those  cajcleas  exprt-a^ioM 
in  which  most  men  indtilj^t*  in  the  coniidenee  of  private  life  ;  and 
which,  when  quoted  nith  the  moiit  literal  exactness,  asBum'-'  in  boola 
published  lor  the  periisal  of  the  world  at  large,  a  new  meaning,  and 
an  undusi^'iied  emphasis.     Hut  there  is  little  ditliculty  in  rei 
an  autheulic  tlic  wonlti  ho  is  said  to  have  pronnuncwl  when 
on  the  picture  of  Erasmus — that  it  was,  like  himself,  full  ii 
ond   ninliue;   a   ooinnient  on  the  cuuntenance    of  that    Uln 
BcLolar,  aa  depicted  by  Holbein,  from  which  it  is  impos*iiblv  ^i.:.-- 
gethcr  to  distwut. 

The  conte-st  with  Erasmus  and  the  Sacramentariana  had  t.'.l-v. 
phee  in  that  debatable  land  which  religion  and  philosophy  coi-L 
claim  for  her  own.  But  Luther  was  now  to  oppose  a  revolt  not 
merely  nirainst  philosophy  aud  i'eIi;jion,  but  aj^uicst  decency  and 
conuiion  sense.  Equally  aalcmudin^  and  scandalous  were  tlie  unliiis 
wliich  the  minds  of  men  performc'd  when,  exempt  from  the  control 
of  their  ancient  prepoMeesions.  they  had  not  as  yet  boon  liroughi 
into  sultjinUiun  to  any  other.  Throughout  the  north  of  Genmitiy  and 
the  Nether  lands,  there  were  found  many  eonverte  to  the  litlief.  that 
a  divorce  mipht  be  etfected  between  the  virtues  wliich  the  Goiipel 
exacts  ii^d  those  new  relations  between  man  and  the  Author  of  \ia 
beinj,',  whioli  it  at  once  creatfs  and  rt-veals;  that,  in  short,  it  was 
jKwsible  to  be  ot  the  same  time  a  Christian  and  a  knave.  Tlie  lon- 
nection  between  this  sottish  delirium  and  the  rejection  of  infant 
baptism  was  an  accident,  or  at  most  a  caprice ;  and  the  name  of 
Aimbaplists,  uftenvarda  bonie  by  so  many  wiae  and  good  men,  is 
unfortunately,  though  indetthly,  acsociated  with  the  aaij  rabbi* 
who  first  as8iune<l  ur  re<u>ived  it  at  MuMHt<rr. 

Ilennan  Shapm-da.  and  after  him  Rothmann,  were  the  first  who 
instructed  the  inhabitants  of  tlut  city  in  these  ill-omened  noveltiea ; 
and  they  quickly  gained  the  authority  whidi  any  bold  and  unscru- 
pulous guide  may  command,  in  Xiines  wbeu  Iteredilury  crecnU  have 
bean  abandonetl  by  tliose  who  waut  the  capat^ity  ur  the  knowledge 
to  shape  out  new  opiniona  for  themselves.     "  He  who  has  not  r» 
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eetvad  aJiiIt  Uiptisni"  (sunli  wns  their  orgampnt)  "  i«  not  a  Cliris- 
ti&n ;  bu  wiiu  U  not  a  ChrUtmn  h  an  enemy  of  tlio  truth ;  and  it  ia 
tbe  duty  uf  tbu  fHiilifuI  tu  oppose  ibtj  enemies  of  truth  by  all  arms, 
Sftirituai  or  se^nUr,  within  their  reach." 

StTORf;  in  thia  reasoning,  and  ptmnger  still  In  numbers  and  in 
bmU  the  AnabapLititii  of  Munslor  declared  open  war  againRt  the 
Buihop,  expelled  tbo  Catholics  and  Lutherans  from  tbe  city,  pillaged 
the  churches  and  vonvente,  and  adopted  as  their  watch-word  the 
exhortation  to  repent,  witli  which  the  Baptist  of  old  had  addressed 
the  multitudes  who  &nTroundi.>d  bini  in  the  wildi^m&sg  of  Judfea. 

If  tbe  insurgents  did  no  works  meet  for  repentance,  they  did 
suuiy  to  be  bitterly  re]M?nted  of.  Their  euccesis  was  accompanied 
by  cruelty,  and  followed  by  still  fouler  crimes.  John  do  Mattbd- 
80D>  their  eliief  prophet,  established  a  community  of  goods,  and 
committed  to  the  tlames  every  book  except  tbe  Bible.  John  of 
3y?yden,  bis  succcs»ir,  was  a  joumeynmn  tailor,  and,  thougo  at  once 
a  lo^'ue  and  a  fanatic,  was  not  without  some  qualities  wliich  might 
^ve  adorned  a  bett-er  e^use.  Ho  conducted  the  defcnie  of  the  city 
against  the  Bishop  with  as  much  skill  and  gallantry  as  if  his  aocus- 
tomrid  teat  hod  been,  not  tbe  sfaop-boaid,  but  the  saddle  of  a  belted 
knight. 

In  the  Scriptures,  which  his  predecessor  had  exempted  (torn  tbe 
general  cotdhigrutiou,  John  found  a  sanction  fur  the  plumlity  of 
vires,  and  pniofs  that  the  sceptre  of  David  had  passed  into  his  own 
hands.  Twelve  priucM,  reprtswnting  the  heads  of  the  tribes  of 
Ijnscl,  received  from  him  anthority  to  ascend  tbe  thrones  of  Kurope  ; 
and  apostles  were  sent  to  tlie  great  cities  of  Germany  to  projiagat* 
the  new  faith,  and  to  attest  the  miracles  of  which  they  had  been  the 
witnesses.  Ilie  doctrine  they  taught  was  less  abetrtise  than  might 
have  been  anticij^tatinl.  It  consisted  in  these  propositions : — 'lliere 
have  been  four  prophets :  the  true  are  King  David  and  Kinp:  Jolin 
of  I^'yden  ;  the  fal^e  are  the  Pope  and  Martin  Luther;  but  Luther 
is  woisi'  than  tbe  Pope. 

^"bile  this  pithy  creed  was  inculcated  vntbout  tbe  walla,  the 
moat  fri;,'litful  debaucheries,  and  a  strange  burlcsq^ne  on  royalty, 
went  on  within.  The  king  paraded  the  city,  fttt*>iided  hy  liia  qtieen, 
and  followed  by  a  long  train  of  led  horaes,  caparisoned  in  gold 
brotadis  a  drawn  swokI  being  borne  at  his  left  hand,  and  a  crown 
and  Bible  at  hi«  right.  Seated  on  a  throne  in  the  public  square,  ha 
received  petitions  from  supplicants  prostrate  on  the  farth  before  him. 
Then  followed  impious  {>arodies  on  tlte  most  sabred  ofiicus  of  tba 
Chri.*lian  worship,  and  scenes  of  pmlligacy  whieh  may  not  be  de- 
acribed.     To  these,  or©  long,  succecdud  borrora  which  rendered  th 
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"New  Jorusalem  no  ioapi  antitype  of  the  old.    Tbecocqutreill:!^! 
piat«d  bis  crixaes  on  the  scaQ'old, — enduring  protraotod  and  inhun 
t«rnn;nt«  with  a  finnnesfi  which,  redeems  his  character  from 
abbomince  to  wliich  it  had  go  many  indispuUbk*  titW 

The  story,  however  oflensive,  ia  not  without  int«rest  Tlie  rapid 
with  which  the  contagion  of  sach  stupid  cxiraTQganco«  was  proji 
gated,  and  the  apparent  genuineness  of  the  belief  which  a  maa  of' 
much  fnrlitiiiie  and  some  arut^-nt'ss  at  hmgth  yielded  to  the  eoinop* 
of  his  own  brain,  are  still  curious,  thoURh  not  un&equent,  phenoin-  iia 
in  the  ficicuco  of  meutid  nosology.  From  his  answers  to  the  in!  r- 
rogatories  which  were  proposed  to  him  on  hia  trial,  it  may  be  inl-  rr- ! 
tliat  he  was  perfectly  sane.  His  mind  had  been  bewildered,  pi  i;; 
hy  a  dopravbd  imagination  and  ungovemcd  appetites,  and  partly  t.y 
Ilia  encounter  with  questions  too  large  for  his  capacity,  and  with  tie- 
tached  6entfuci\s  frum  Holy  "Writ,  of  wluch  he  perceivod  neither  the 
obvious  sense  nor  the  more  sublime  intimationa.  The  memory  of 
thi«  giiilty,  presumptuous,  and  unhappy  man,  is  resrued  from  obhrioo 
hy  the  audacity  of  his  enterprise,  and  tttili  more  by  the  iniluenca  U 
exerted  in  arrvating  the  progreea  of  the  Reformation. 

The  reprortcji,  liowcver  unmoriNd,  fell  heavily  on  Lnther.     It  is 
the  conunon  fitte  of  all  who  dare  to  become  leaders  in  the  war  ogainii 

I  abuses,  whether  in  religious  or  in  political  society,  to  be  coiifounded 
■with  the  baser  sort  of  imio\*atoi-s,  who  at  once  hate  their  pexsons, 
and  exaggerate  and  caricature  the  principles  on  which  they  hare 
Acted.  For  this  pfttmlly  of  rendering  eiuinent  eorrices  to  the  wot 
every  wise  num  is  prepared  ;  and  every  brave  man  endures  it  iirmlj 
in  the  belief  that  a  day  is  coming  when  his  fame  will  be  no  Ion 
oppressed  by  tlm  unworthy  association.  Luther's  fiaitb  in  ihe 
tUtimate  deliverance  of  his  good  name  from  the  oblo<juy  cast  on  it  by 
the  madness  of  the  Anabaptists,  has  but  imi»orfectly  been  juauJied 
by  the  event.  Long  after  his  name  belonged  to  the  brightfiet 
of  human  history,  it  found  in  Bos^suet  an  antagonist  as  inveb 
Tetzel,  more  learned  than  Cajetan,  and  surpassing  Krosmus 
in  eloquence  and  ingentiit^.  Lat^^^r  still  has  arisen,  in  the  parson  i 
Mr  HaUam,  a  censor,  whose  religious  opinions,  imqucstionable  in- 
tegrity, boundless  knowledge,  and  admirable  genius,  gi%-e  a  fearfu 
weight  Ui  his  uufavuurable  judgment  of  the  Father  of  the  Refor 
ation.  Neitlicr  of  these  great  writers,  indeed,  countenances 
vulgar  calumny  which  would  identify  the  prinoiples  of 
Luther  with  those  of  John  of  Leyden,  although  both  of  them  arraij 

I  him  in  neatly  the  same  terms,  as  having  adopted  and  t^uj^ht 

I  Antinomian  doctrines  of  which   the   AnabaptisU    exhibitwl 

i  practical  residts. 
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The  course  wo  are  shaping  ha-i-ing  brought  us  within  reach  of  the 
vrUirlfMxils  of  this  intenniuable  controvewy,  ruaring  in  endless  circles 
uvor  a  dark  and  bottomless  abyss,  we  cannot  altogether  }iold  to  tliat 
natural  impulse  which  would  pn&a  them  by  iii  cautious  silence  and 
■with  avortod  eyea.  Tho  Udtarum  of  Luthorwas  a  banner  iaacribed 
with  the  legend  "  Justiliaation  byKaith" — the  compendium,  the 
essence,  the  Alpha  and  the  Oineija,  of  his  distinctive  creed.  Of  the 
ouiny  received  or  possible  interprolations  of  this  enigmatical  symbol, 
that  which  Boseuet  and  Mr  UuUum  regard  as  must  accordant  with 
the  view^  of  the  great  standard-bearer  himself,  may  he  stated  in  the 
following  terms : — If  a  man  bo  firmly  assured  that  his  sins  have  been 
remitted  by  (jod,  in  the  exertiiauof  a  mtaruy  gmiuituus  and  unmerited 
a«  it  n»p*x-ts  the  offender  bimwdf,  but  acconled  as  the  merited  re- 
ward of  IhLi  great  propitiiition,  that  man  sUinds  wiHiin  the  line  which, 
CTcn  in  this  lifii,  separatca  the  objects  of  the  Di\nne  favour  from  the 
objects  of  tho  Divine  displeasure.  "We  believe  this  epitome  of  the 
Lutheran  do<;trine  to  be  inoocumte,  and,  but  for  the  greatnecw  of  tho 
niunes  by  which  it  is  sanctioned,  we  should  have  ventured  to  add 
sapertioiaL  In  hazarding  a  difl'ereut  Iruuslation  of  Luther's  me^ining 
into  tlie  language  of  the  world  we  live  in,  we  do  but  oppose  one 
aasertion  to  another,  leaving  the  whole  weight  of  authority  on  the 
iiniavourable  side.  The  appeal  ultimately  lies  to  those  whose  studios 
have  rendcnxl  tliem  familiar  with  the  lucfonuer's  writings,  and 
en>ecially  with  his  "  Commentary  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Galations," 
which  he  was  wont  affectionately  to  call  his  Catherine  de  liora.  It 
mu«t  be  conceded  that  they  abound  in  expressions  which,  detached 
from  the  mass,  would  more  than  justify  tho  censure  of  tlio  historian 
of  tho  "  Literature  of  the  Middle  Ages."  lint  no  writer  would  be 
leae  fairly  judged  than  Luther  by  isolated  passages.  Too  impetuous 
to  pause  fur  exact  discrimination,  too  long  entangled  in  scholastic 
Jeoraing  to  have  ever  entirely  recovered  the  natural  relish  for  plain 
common  sense,  and  compelled  habitually  to  move  iu  that  turbid 
jfolemicul  region  which  pure  and  unrcfraeted  light  never  visits, 
Latlier,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  intelligible  only  to  the  impartial 
and  laborious,  and  might  almost  be  supposed  to  liavo  courted 
ihosB  r^proauhes  which  be  least  deserves.  Stripped  of  the  tcchni- 
ealitjes  of  divinity  and  of  the  schoolw,  his  Articudus  staiUin  aid 
eudirtitU  ecciesUn  may,  perhaps,  with  no  matoritil  ezzor,  be  thuii 
explained. 

Define  Uie  word  **  conviction  '*  aa  a  deliberate  assent  to  the  Ixutli 
of  any  statement,  and  the  word  "persuasion"  as  the  habitual 
reference  to  any  such  truth  (real  or  supposed),  as  a  rule  of  conduct ; 
ami  it  follows,  thai  we  ore  "  persuaded "  of  many  things  of  which 
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we  arc  not  *•  convincoJ :"  which  is  rrcdulity  or  superstition.  Thiii 
Cicero  wtw  "  pereuadod  "  cf  tlie  siiiiclity  i«i'  iho  inysurit's  which  lit 
celobmlcd  iis  one  of  the  CoUu^'y  of  Augiiw.  But  the  ouLhor  of  tht 
Treatise  De  datura  Dearani-  Jiatl  wrtaiiiiy  no  correi»poodiug  "coo- 
vtctions."  We  are  "  convinced "  of  much  of  which  we  i 
**  ptiTauadrni ; "  which,  in  thoolo^cal  hingiiap;,  ia  a  "dt^aii  . 
Tht.'  Map^uis  of  Worcester  dojibcratcly  a*s<'nti>i  Ui  the  imth,  Uiat 
iho  expansive  foa-^i  of  sleam  coiUd  be  applied  to  prupol  a  vcsarf 
through  the  wal«r ;  but  wanting  thu  neobet«ury  **  pereuiiaion,"  he  lt& 
to  others  the  praiso  of  the  discoveiy.  Ajjain,  there  are  many  pn> 
positions  of  which  we  are  at  once  *' con\'inced  "  and  *•  pt?wuad«l," 
and  this  in  the  Luthcmn  style  is  a  "  living  or  saving  fuillu"  la 
this  (tenne  C'nhirobus  helioved  the  truu  amtignmtion  of  thn  nuth, 
and  launched  his  caravelfi  to  make  known  the  two  Uemispheies  to 
each  other.  It  is  by  the  aid  of  suco^ssfui  ex{ieriuieut  eugeudetii^ 
confidence;  of  habit  pnKlucing  facility:  and  of  H&rneiit  tlioughtft 
quickening  the  imagination  and  kindling  desire,  tliat  our  opiuioju 
lliiia  ripen  Into  motives,  and  nur  theoretical  "ron\nL*tions"  iuto 
active  "  ]>er^uasious."  It  is,  tbertfore,  nothing  ehv  than  a  conti»- 
diction  in  terms  to  apeak  of  Christian  faith  a3  separable  from  mond 
virtue.  The  practical  results  of  thal^  as  of  any  other,  uiulive,  will 
vary  directly  as  the  inteosity  of  the  impulse,  and  invei-sely  as  the 
number  and  force  of  the  impodiriientj) ;  but  a  motive  ivhich  produoes 
no  motion,  in  the  same  thing  as  an  attraction  wluch  does  not  draw, 
or  as  a  propensity  which  does  not  incline  ¥ax  ditieront  aa  was  tlw 
Btyle  in  which  Luther  euoimt-ed  liis  doctrine,  tJie  careful  study  rf 
ki^  writings  will,  wd  tldnk,  cnnnnce  any  dit^[>as8iooat«  man  th«l 
fiuch  was  hia  real  meaning.  The  faith  of  whidi  ho  wrote  waa  ml 
ft  mei-e  opinion,  or  a  mere  emotion.  It  i\-ns  a  mental  energy,  of 
slow  hut  stately  growth,  of  whi<:h  an  intellectual  assent  woa  the 
basis;  high  and  holy  tt^ndencie^  the  lofty  su[>eri<t.ructurB ;  and  a 
virtuous  lif«  tho  inevitable  utio  and  de8tiuali<>n.  In  his  ova 
emphalic  wonia  :  —  "  We  do  not  say  the  sun  owjfU  to  slune,  ft  good 
tn^n  ouffhl  to  produce  gixKl  fniit,  wven  and  three  vuijht  to  ntftlOB 
ten  ifhe  aun  ehme^  by  iu  own  proper  Datate,  without  boinff 
bi'idon  to  do  HO  ;  in  the  «Lnie  niannor  tho  good  tnw  yinlils  its  gOM 
frnit ;  seven  and  three  have  made  ten  from  everlostiiig — it  ia  SMd- 
luM  to  require  them  to  do  so  hereafter." 

If  any  credit  be  due  to  hia  great  autugonist,  Lulber'a  doctrine  of 
"Justification,"  when  thu^  undertttood,  is  not  entitled  to  tho  pniM 
or  the  <^>nsi]re  of  novolty.  Bcwsuct  rc«ent«  tliis  claim  as  iojnriout 
to  tiie  (liurch  of  Rome,  and  as  founded  on  an  extravagant  miavN 
pnsentation  of  her  real  doctrines.     To  ascribe  to  the  great  mnd  wm 


men  of  whom  shft  justly  boasts,  or,  indoo"!,  ti  attributo  to  any  onfl 
of  sound  mind  the  dngma  or  ihu  drciuu  which  ivuuld  d«lii«;nitely 
tmnsfer  the  idens  of  Die  market  to  the  kIhUom  betwecji  iimti  sud 
hU  (.'ruator,  is  nothtnt;  better  tliiui  an  i^numiit  and  iinuhfLntahlu 
bigiitry.  To  Tiiaintain  that,  till  Luther  diB|>pUed  thB  illmtion,  tJio 
Christian  world  rt.'gartled  tho  good  aotiona  of  this  lifo  as  inToeting 
«v«n  him  who  prrfrtmis  them  best  with  a  n'yht  to  demand  from  his 
DJiiker  an  eternity  of  uiiiiitorrupliN;!  ami  peifect  bliss,  is  just  as 
rational  as  io  claim  for  hiiii  thu  duti.'ution  of  tlio  uiLivcnml  error 
whtrh  hiiA  aanignf'd  to  the  animal  nian  a  plare  among  tlie  qundru- 
p»f<l!5.  'I'hrro  is  in  every  bumun  mind  a  certain  portion  of  inJt-- 
Ktniilible  cnmmnn  sense.  Sniall  as  this  may  be  in  moat  of  us,  it  is 
yet  enough  to  rescue  ns  nil,  at  h-itst  wht-n  sane  and  sobc^r,  from  the 
stupidity  of  thinUinj;,  not  only  that  the  nsbtions  of  crediUjr  and 
ilebtnr  can  njally  Piibeist  betwiji-u  nurwlvcs  and  Ilini  who  made  us, 
but  that  a  rttiini  of  such  inpstimable  value  oan  be  due  from  Ilira 
fnr  mtrh  cphrmnral  and  imperfect  aervicea  as  cure.  People  may  talk 
foolishly  on  these  inatlers  ;  but  no  one  seriously  helLovt^s  this. 
Luther  slew  no  such  monster,  for  there  were  none  such  to  be  slain. 
'i*be  error  which  he  refuted  wns  far  more  subtle  and  re^ed  than 
this,  and  is  copiously  explained  by  Ibviker,  to  whose  sjilendid  ser- 
mon on  the  sabjoct  it  is  a  "  go^wl  work  "  to  n^fer  aiiy  to  whom  it  is 
unknown. 

Tho  celebrated  thesis  of  "  Justilicfttion  by  Faith,"  was  peculiar  to 
Lnther  and  to  his  fnilowers  only  in  so  far  as  he  extricated  it  from  a 
nu33  of  supeRftitinns  by  wltieh  it  had  been  olwcured,  and  assigned 
In  it  the  prominence  in  his  syatura  to  which  it  was  justly  entitled. 
Pat  if  liii*  indipiatinn  was  roused  against  those  who  had  darkeueil 
this  gn-ftt  truib.  they  by  whom  it  was  made  an  apolopy  for  lewdness 
ftod  mpine  were  the  objects  of  his  scorn  and  abhorrence.  His 
sttiirk  on  tho  .Anabaptists  is  conceived  in  temis  so  vigorous  and  so 
whimsical,  that  it  is  ditlirult  to  resist  the  temptation  to  exhibit  some 
flXtract».  But  who  would  neeA.ile«8ly  disturb  the  mould  beneath 
which  lies  interred  and  forgotten  a  maw  of  disgusting  folly,  which 
m  a  remote  a^  exhaled  a  moral  pestilence  ?  Jlosohnn^  all  the 
ainiater  phenomena  of  lifs,  by  ft*i-nming  the  direct  interfortince  of 
the  devil  and  lus  angels  in  the  affairs  of  men,  Luther  tbuugbt  tliat 
this  influence  had  been  most  unskilfully  employed  at  Munst^T.  It 
was  R  CMip  masf/ue  on  the  part  of  the  great  enemy  of  mankind.  It 
ohow^l  that  Satim  was  but  a  bungb^r  at  his  art  The  Kvil  One  had 
been  betrayed  into  this  gross  mistake,  that  the  world  mi}.dit  be  on 
thoir  guard  against  tho  more  aMutc  artifices  to  whirli  he  was  about 
10  resort:  — 
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"  Theso  new  thftolnniians  Hid  not,"  he  wiid,  *'  explain  ttuiliuelTos  Tvrf 
clearly." — "  Having  liot  soup  in  his  mouth,  the  devil  was  obU(rv«l  I* 
content  himself  with  mumbling  out  mum  muiTL,  wifthing  <1oublIt<M 
to  stiy  something  yforse.''^'*'n»e  spirit  whicli  would  dco^ivt*  llir 
world  must  not  begin  by  yieltUag  to  the  tasciiiBtions  of  wonrnn.  hy 
gmsjiing  the  emblems  autl  honours  of  royalty.  Mil)  less  by  cuttiog 
people's  tliroats.  This  ia  too  broml  ;  rapacity  and  opprvasion  (Ah 
docoivfi  no  one.  The  rpal  deceit  will  be  pmntlsed  by  him  who  shall 
dress  himself  in  mean  appitrcL,  assume  a  lamentable  cotintonanpf. 
hang  down  his  head,  refuse  money,  abstain  from  meat,  Hy  from 
woman  as  ao  much  [toidoti,  dist-taim  oil  iem^Kiral  autburity.  and 
reject  all  bonoura  03  damnable;  and  who  then,  cnwpinj;  soAly  l'-^ 
wanls  tlici  tlimnfi,  the  act-ptrc.  and  the  keys,  slisJl  pi«k  Un-m  up  »nil 
possess  himself  of  them  by  stealth.  Such  is  the  man  who  would 
succeed,  who  would  deceive  the  angels  ajid  the  vei^-  elect.  Thu 
would  indeed  be  a  spleiidiil  d«vil,  with  ii  idnniHge  more  gorgeoia 
than  the  pea(K>ck  or  the  phojimnt.  Ijut  thus  impudently  to  setn 
the  crown,  to  tukc  not  merely  one  wife,  but  as  many  as  cjiprice  or 
appetite  sngKests— oh !  it  is  the  conduct  of  a  mere  schooll] 
devil,  of  a  devil  at  his  A  B  C ;  or  rather,  it  is  the  tnio  Sat 
Satan,  the  learned  and  the  cnifty,  but  fettered  by  the  bands  of 
with  chains  so  heavy  that  he  cannot  move.  It  is  to  warn  us,  U  U 
to  teach  vis  to  fear  his  cluLitisemcntu,  hefore  the  field  is  thrown  opeo 
to  a  more  anhtlo  devil,  who  will  assail  ua  no  longtT  with  A  B  C^ 
but  with  the  real,  the  difficult  text.  If  this  mere  deviling  at  his 
lettets  can  do  such  things,  what  will  he  not  do  when  he  comes  to 
act  as  a  reasonable,  knowiug,  skilful.  lawyerdike,  theological  devil  I*" 

These  various  contests  produced  in  tlie  mind  of  Luther  the  eflecto 
which  painful  experience  invariably  yields,  when  the  search  lot 
truth,  prompted  by  the  love  of  truth,  has  been  long  and  eamRStlf 
maintained.  Advancing  years  brought  with  them  an  incrcasA  <^ 
<:andour,  moderation,  and  cliaritv-  He  liad  lived  to  see  his  princi- 
plea  strike  their  roots  deeply  lliroti^h  a  large  part  of  the  Christian 
world,  and  he  anticipated,  with  perhaps  too  sanguine  hopes,  their 
univeKal  triumph.  His  unslmken  reliance  in  thero  was  attested 
by  his  dying  broath.  But  ho  had  also  lived  to  witness  the  drfectioa 
of  some  of  hia  allies,  and  the  guilt  and  folly  of  others.  Prolonged 
inquiry  had  discluaed  to  him  many  difficulties  which  had  been  ont- 
lookcd  in  the  first  ardour  of  the  dispute,  and  he  bad  become  paixi- 
fully  convinced  that  the  eatabUslLment  of  truth  is  an  enunprtw 
incomparably  more  arduous  than  the  overthrow  of  error.  His  eon* 
stiiution.i1  melancholy  deepened  into  a  more  habitual  sadness— hU 
iiupetuoflity  gave  way  to  a  more  serene  and  pensive  temper — aud  M 
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tlie  tide  of  life  ebb<>'l  Mrith  stUl  incrpasin^  .swiftDcas,  he  was  chiefly 
engiiff«!(t  in  ni»1itatin(;  on  those  enriliiiai  and  iiudisputud  truths,  rm 
vhich  the  weary  mind  may  securely  rupose,  and  the  trouble-l  heart 
he  ntill. 

The  matiirer  thoughts  of  age  could  not,  however,  qiitill  the  nide 
vigour  and  fcarI(W8  confidence  whicli  had  borne  him  through  his 
early  contests.  With  Iittlii  rcniaininif  fondness  or  patience  for  alt- 
Htraite  speculationa,  he  waa  challenged  to  debate  une  of  the  more 
subtle  pointit  of  theology.  His  anawer  cannot  bo  loo  deeply  pon- 
dered by  polemiirH  at  la^e.  "  .Shaiild  we  not,"  lie  said,  "get  on  better 
in  thie  discussion  witli  the  aasiHtance  of  a  jug  or  two  of  beer  ? "  The 
offended  disputant  rt^tirc*!, — "the  ilevil,**  observed  Luther,  "being  a 
liAUghty  spirit,  who  can  hear  anything  better  than  being  laughed  at." 

liiip  growing  contempt  for  unprofitable  questions  was  indicated 
by  a  corresponding  decline  in  Luther's  original  estimate  of  tlie  im- 
portance of  Some  of  the  minor  topic*  in  debate  with  the  Church  of 
Rome.  He  wa«»  willing  to  consign  in  silence  the  que.-rtion  of  the 
veneration  ciue  to  th^  Siiint-s.  He  .suspendwl  his  judgment  rpjtpect- 
ing  prayerR  for  the  dead.  Ho  was  ready  to  aex^uieace  in  the  practics 
of  auricular  confession,  for  the  solace  of  those  who  regarded  it  a.<t  an 
OMentioI  religious  Libservajica  He  advUed  Spalatin  to  do  whatever 
he  thought  best  re8[iecting  Uie  elevation  of  the  Host,  deprecating 
only  any  positive  rule  on  the  subjeet*  He  held  the  estiiblishp".! 
ceremonies  to  bo  usefiil,  from  the  imprecision  they  left  on  gross  and 
uncnitivatftd  ndndfl.  He  was  tolerant  of  images  in  the  churches 
and  conjured  the  whole  race  uf  image-breJikorB  with  his  accufitonieil 
vehemence.  Even  Uie  use  of  the  vi-rnacidar  tongue  in  public  wor- 
ship  he  considered  as  a  courenieat  custom,  not  an  indinpensable 
iiila  CarloatwU  hail  insisted  tipcm  it  as  essentia).  "  Oh,  this  is  an 
incorrigible  spirit,"  replied  the  more  tolerant  Reformer ;  "  for  ever 
and  for  ever  positive  obligations  and  sins ! " 

But  while  his  catholic  spirit  tiiiis  mised  him  above  the  exagger- 
ated estimate  of  those  external  tlungs  which  cliteBy  attmf^ted  the 
hostility  of  narrower  ininda,  his  sense  of  the  vahie  of  those  great 
trutlis  in  whinh  he  judged  the  essence  of  religion  to  c^ui«ist,  wus 
aoquiring  increased  intensity  and  depth.  In  ri-mmon  with  Mon- 
taigne and  Itichard  Baxter  (names  hanily  to  be  ai=soriatM  on  any 
other  ground),  he  conuidei-ed  the  Lord's  Prayer  as  siiRpagsinj:;  overy 
other  ilevotional  exercise.  "It  is  my  prayer."  said  Luther  ;  "tJiere 
it  nothing  like  it"  In  the  same  spirit,  he  pwferrwl  the  Gospel  of 
8t  John  to  all  the  other  sacrcMl  books,  as  containing  more  uf  the  laii- 
goAge  of  Christ  himself.  As  he  felt,  so  he  tjiugbt.  He  pmcliftnul 
the  moet  simple  and  elementary  style  of  preaching.     "  If,"  be  said, 
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"  iu  my  semiona  I  iho'.tglit  of  Jrelancthon  antl  otber  «loctors,  T 

do  no  g'Wil ;  but  1  s\tefkk  with  perfi-cl  plaimieAS  for  Ibe  i^'i.  ;, 

ttiul  that  «iti8(i(«  evcrybcMly.     Siich  Givck,  I^tin,  ami  Hclm-w  u  I 
have,   I  re^n*e  for  thi>  Iftimi'tl." — "  Xciliing  is  more  a<>tt*i>jiM«  or 
uaefu]  for  a  common  autUoncD  than  to  preach  on  the  duties  and  vx- 
amplee  of  Scripture,      ftemiona  on  grace  aud  jusliiioiUou  full      I  ' : 
Dtt  their  ears."     lU*  taiijjht  thiif  ^nyd  and  true  thwdopj-  mnsi- 
the  practicOj  the  haliit,  and  Oiu  life  of  the  Christian  j;ract« — LJirisl 
heiiiy  the  foundation.     "Such,  hn\Te\-er,"  he  Mys,  "is  not  our  t)f>'- 
logy  nosr-a-days.     We  have  subsliluted  for  it  a  rational  and  - 
latiro  th(.'olri;iy.     This  wjis  not  the  ca«e  with  David,     He  a-...!     _     J 
ledged  his  sins,  aud  said.  Miii^rere  mei  Lhnnine  /"  ^^H 

Luther^  power  of  conipnaition  is,  indeed,  held  very  obenp  hf^^M 
jttdge  80  couipoti^iit  i\»  Mr  Hallaiu  :  nor  \a  it  vimy  to  coniiiifiid  Ids 
more  elabomtc  stylr.     It  was  compared  by  iiiniself  to  l)u»  t-arth* 
qaalce  and  the  wind  which  prvviMled  tho  still  small  Toice  addn-'saai 
to  the  prophft  in  the  wilderness ;  and  is  ao  turbulent,  ropious.  an)) 
dogmatical,  o»  to  sujigftst  the  anpjioaitinn  that  it  was  not  written  by 
his  own  hand,  but  dictated  to  au  amanuensis,  or  pertia{)s  to  u  cloae 
of  Bubmii'Mivc  pupils,  under  the  intluenca  of  extreme  excitomrnU 
Obscure,  redundant,  ami  tautolonuus  as  theeo  writings  appear,  titer 
are   atUl  re^efmed   from  ne^^loct.,  not  only  by  the  mighty  namo 
of  their  author,  but  by  that  all-ptTvading  vitality  and  di>wi 
eariteatness  which  atone  for  tlie  neplect  of  all  ihe  mere  artili 
«tyln  ;    and    by  that  profound  familiarity  'wilh  the  mu-n-d    i  r 
which  far  nuuf  thiin  w)mpetisjit08  for  the  absence  of  that  apctn.  l 
wiiidom  whit-h  ia  drawn  from  lower  soureog, 

liUt  the  Kfrurmer'a  lij^bter  ami  mon-  cecusional  works  not  nnfre- 
queutlv  tiri'.iihe  the  vtry  soul  of  ehH|neni.e.  His  lanj^'iaiie  in  tbes^ 
ranges  between  colloquial  h<)m'*lineA9  and  the  hiizhest  dignity, — now 
condenae'l  into  vivid  figures,  and  then  difliised  into  copious  umpU- 
fication, — exhibiting  tlie  aucccfi'tivo  phases  of  his  ardent,  melanrholy^ 
playful,  and  heroic  chamcter  in  such  rapid  snccetwlon,  and  with 
such  perfiMjt  harm'my.  wt  to  resomble  the  harj)  of  Dri'den'a  Timo- 
thcus,  alternately  touched  and  swept  by  the  band  of  the  master^-a 
performance  sn  lK>ld  and  ho  varied,  a»  to  scare  the  critic  from  the 
discharge  of  his  cffi.-c.  The  address,  for  example,  to  the  SwnbiaD 
iosurgetits  and  nobles,  if  not  executed  ^Hth  the  t^kill,  is  ut  loiut  cod- 
ccivcil  in  the  spirit  of  a  great  orator.  The  nnivrrsid  testimony  of 
all  the  most  <-um]^tent  jmlgea,  allusts  the  oxueIk*ncc  of  his  tntnalft- 
tton  of  the  Dible,  and  assigns  to  bim  in  the  lituraturu  of  his  oonntiyf 
a  at^ktion  eorrfspondinj^  to  that  of  the  great  men  to  wliom  Jubm 
couitnitted  the  corresponding  office  in  our  owo. 
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"R-iylu  liiW  left  fco  the  friends  nf  I.iillier  no  duty  to  perform  in  tlie 
Xauce  of  his  inoml  rliarnct^r,  but  timt  of  appealing  to  the  unait- 
rerable  reply  which  hii^  DiuttoQary  contaiiia  to  Iho  charK^^  pre- 
kI  BgiiiiiKt  the  Rffominr  by  his  (iiif^iniBfl.  Gnu  iinhnppy  ux- 
oepiion  ii(  iixlof^d  to  be  mmle.  Tt  is  imjuKuible  to  ntud  without 
pain  thi!  nimp-5  of  Lnthpr,  Molnnathon,  and  ISiicrr,  ajuongst  the 
BuhscribtTS  tn  the  aildresis  U>  thf  Landgnive  of  Ht'sst',  on  the  subject 
of  his  intended  po!y;;iimy.  Those  jfreat  but  fallible  men  nMniad  his 
Highne8s  of  the  dif^tinftiou  betweeu  uiiiversal  laws,  and  tniih  aa 

iiit  of  diflpensation  in  pftrt,iiMilar  cases.  Tliey  cannot  piiblicly^ 
nctioQ  pftlygamy.  Bnt  his  I!iglniej«  ia  of  a  pnciiliar  ntmatitution, 
ind  i«  exIiortL'd  ^riomly  to  exumine  nil  the-  eunsidcmtion^  laid  be- 
fore hira ;  yet,  if  be  is  absolutely  resolved  to  marry  a  second  time, 
it  ia  their  opinion  tbii  ho  should  do  so  as  .se<:rt>tLy  as  poBisible  !  Fi'ar- 
fnl  is  the  energy  ^rith  w'hi«h  the  **  Eajjle  of  ftfeaus  "  pounres  on  this 
fatAl  error, — tearing  to  pincns  Ibe  flimsy  pretexts  alleged  in  defence 
of  euch  an  cvn»inn  of  tlio  Christian  code.  The  charge  mluiits  of  no 
defenc4i.  To  the  inference  drawn  from  it  a^iust  the  Iteforme/a 
doctrine,  every  ProteAtant  has  a  ronclusivo  ansver.  Whether  in 
faith  or  in  pntctice,  he  aclcnnwledgen  no  infallible  Head  but  one. 

But  we  have  wnndnrcd  f;ir  and  wide  from  onr  prrjper  Bubject. 
Wbero,  all  tliis  while,  is  the  iUtry  of  Luther's  etbicatinn,  of  his  visit 
to  Rnme^  of  thf  gale  of  hiduli;;en?C3,  of  the  deniinniations  nf  Tctzcl, 
of  the  controversy  with  Kccius,  the  Diets  of  Worms  and  Augslmi^, 
the  citfltiona  before  Cajetan  and  Cbiirles,  the  p;ipal  exroinmunieaticm, 
and  the  appojil  to  a  yen«'ral  council  1  The-se,  and  many  other  of  the  ■ 
most  niomentous  iin-idenU  of  the  Kefonnor'rf  life,  are  re<-H)nIc<l  in 
il.  D'AnhiijntVs  work,  from  which  our  attention  ho*  been  diverted 
hy  matters  cf  less  accoiint,  but  perhaj)^  a  little  less  familiar. 

It  would  be  uiipanlonnble,  however,  to  pass  over  8U«h  a  work 
with  a  mprely  (vremouious  notice.  The  absrdute  merit  of  M, 
D'Anbignt''B  "  Life  of  M.irtin  Lithor"  is  great,  but  the  coniparativo 
value  fir  ^'reatcr.  In  tlie  Hu^^lish  laugua^'e  it  has  no  competitor ; 
and.  t)ion>;h  Melancthon  himself  waa  the  biographer  nf  his  fiiend, 
wo  believe  that  no  foreign  tongue  contains  bo  complete  and  imprea- 
M70  a  namitive  of  these  events. 

It  is  irui)  that  M.  IVAubigne  neither  dcsenrea  nor  claims  a  place 
amo7i;;Bt  those  bintoriaiis.  usually  distinguished  as  philofwphicaL 
He  iWfi  not  aspire  to  illustrate  the  pdnriplea  whiVh  dftermine  or 
peivadf  tht*  character,  the  p'^iJioy,  or  the  institutions  of  mankind. 
Ife  arms  liin)s*^lf  with  no  di«p:wwionato  sceptifism.  ami  wjir.'^ely 
niTfcts  to  be  imiKtrtiaL  To  tell  his!  tale  copiously  and  clearly,  is  the 
oue  object  of  his  literary  ambition.     To  exhibit  the  actors  on  the 
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scene  of  life,  aa  the  free  but  iinconsciouB  agents  of  the  Divine  "Will, 
is  the  higher  design  with  which  ha  wriUa  ;  to  treoe  the  mystcrioM 
iuter\'ention  of  Prot'idpncft  »ii  reforming  the  errors  and  abusoe  of  tli« 
Chri»lian  Church  is  hh  immediate  end;  and  to  exalt  the  xume  of 
Luther,  his-  Inbour  of  lovo. 

Theae  purposes,  as  far  as  they  are  attainable,  aro  rffVvlimlly  «l- 
iained.  M.  D'Aubigne  is  a  Protestant  of  the  original  stamp,  and 
a  Biograplier  of  thM  old  fashion ; — not  a  calm,  candid,  disaimiD- 
attJig  weigher  ami  nitasiu'cr  of  a  grtiat  man's  parts,  but  a  wann- 
hearted  champion  of  his  glory,  anil  a  resolute  apiologist  even  for  hi* 
errors ; — rcadj-  to  do  battle  in  hia  cause  with  all  who  shall  iinpngn 
or  derogat*  from  his  fame.  His  book  is  conceived  in  the  spirit,  and 
executed  with  all  the  vigour,  of  Dr  M'Crie'a  **  Life  of  Knox."  He 
haa  all  our  lamented  countryroan's  sincerity,  all  his  deep  researdi, 
more  skill  in  composition,  and  a  greater  mastery  of  subordiual« 
details ;  along  with  the  same  inestiinable  faculty  of  carrying  on  his 
Rtory  from  one  stage  to  another,  with  an  interest  whirh  never  stib- 
sidea,  antl  a  vivacity  which  knows  no  intermission.  If  ho  displays 
no  familiarity  with  the  moral  sciences,  ho  i»  no  mean  proficiont  in 
that  art  which  rfnches  to  pi^rfcction  only  in  the  Drama  or  the  Ro- 
mance. It  is  the  art,  not  of  inventing,  but  of  discerning  «iidi 
incidents  as  impart  life  and  animation  to  a  narrative.  For  M. 
D'Aubign^  is  a  writer  of  scrupulous  veracity.  He  ia  at  least  u 
honest  gniile,  though  his  prepossessions  may  bo  too  strong  to  ren- 
der him  worthy  of  implicit  confidence.  They  are  such,  however,  as 
to  make  him  the  unnrjm promising  and  devoted  advix-iite  of  tho** 
cardinal  tenets  on  which  I-xither  ewcted  the  edifice  of  the  RefoTroa- 
tioii.  To  the  one  great  article  of  the  Faith  on  which  the  Ref  -rr- 
chiefly  insisted  in  his  assault  on  the  Papacy,  the  eye  of  the  1  ' 
pher  is  diret'ted  with  scarcely  less  intentness.  To  this,  ever)-  <nfirr 
truth  is  viewed  as  8itl>orclinat«  and  secondary  ;  and  although,  on  this 
favourite,  point  of  doctrine,  M.  D'Anbigne'g  meaning  is  too  n^n 
oWuwd  by  derlnraation,  yet  must  ho  be  hailed  by  every  genuine 
friend  of  the  Boformation,  as  having  mised  a  powerful  voice  in 
favour  of  one  of  the  fundamental  truths  of  the  t^ospe.] — truths 
-whidi,  so  long  as  they  are  faithfully  taught  and  diligently  obf^nrod* 
will  continue  to  form  the  great  bulwarks  of  Christendom  agohut 
the  overweening  estiraate.  and  the  despotic  use,  of  human  anthoiity, 
in  opposition  to  the  authori^  of  the  Revealed  'Will  of  QoiL 
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MiDDLirrox  and  Gilition  Tendered  a  real,  Lowpvot  undnaiffnod,  serr 
ice  to  Christianity,  by  attempting  to  pwvt;  thai  the  mpid  txleuaion 
of  the  Primitive  Chnrt-h  was  raorcly  the  nntural  result  of  natuml 
caoseB.  For  what  better  proof  could  be  piven  of  the  Bivuie  origin 
of  any  religion  than  by  showing  that  it  had  at  once  overspread  the 
eiriliiied  world,  by  the  expansive  power  of  an  inherent  aptitude  to 
the  nature  and  to  the  wants  of  mankind  1  By  entering  on  a  uliU 
wider  mngv  of  inquiry,  those  great  but  disiiigi'immis  writora  might 
have  added  much  to  the  evidence  of  tho  fact  thoy  alleged,  although. 
at  a  still  grcsiter  prcjndioo  to  the  conclusion  at  which  Ihcy  aimed. 

It  is  not  j)n>dicl«d  ia  lliu  Old  Testauieut  thai  the  piTugresa  of  llie 
Gospel  should,  to  any  great  extent,  he  the  result  of  any  agency 
pfetematural  and  opposed  to  ordinary  experiejicu ;  nor  is  any  such. 
iaot  alleged  in  any  nf  the  apostolical  writings  as  having  actually 
oocurred.  Tliere  in,  indeed,  no  good  reason  to  suppotie  that  cuch 
miraculous  though  transient  disturbances  of  the  laws  of  the  material 
or  the  moml  world,  would  have  long  or  powerfully  coiitK'llfd  either 
the  iKiliof  or  the  atlections  of  mankind.  The  heavenly  hushundman 
•elected  the  kiudlieat  uoil  and  the  most  propitioua  seasou  fur  tiowlug 
the  grain  of  mufttard  seed  ;  and  eo,  as  time  njlled  on,  the  adaptation 
of  our  faith  to  the  character  and  the  exigencies  of  our  rai-v  was  con- 
tiniuJly  rrfade  monil'est,  tliough  under  new  and  ever-\"arying  forms. 

TI1U8  the  Church  was  at  first  Congregational,  that  by  tlie  agitation 
of  llic  lowest  strata  of  society,  the  superiun'umbent  mass  of  corrup- 
tiou,  idolatry,  and  mental  servitude  might  )m  brtiken  up — then 
Synoiial  or  Presbyt*;riim,  that  tho  tendency  of  eci^rate  societies  to 
~  «y  and  whiaiii  might  be  eounti.^mi:t4;d — then  Episcopnlj  tlmt  in 
of  estreme  diffK-ulty  and  peril,  the  whole  body  might  act  in 
concert  anil  with  decision — then  Papal,  that  it  might  opposo  a 
visible  unity  to  the  armies  of  the  Crescent  and  llio  barbarians  of  tho 
North — then  Monastic,  that  learning,  art,  and  piety  might  bo  prc- 
jtcrvcil  in  impregnable  retreats  amidst  the  deluge  of  iguoianc«  and 
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tif  feu'Tal  opprcs-siou — then  Scholastic,  tlmt  the  human  minil  miAt 
Lg  educatej  for  a  return  to  a  sounder  knowledge,  and  to  priimtu* 
doctrine — then  Protestant,  that  the  soul  mij^ht  be  emancipiiU.''i  fnni 
error,  superstition,  and  sipiritual  despotism — t\i6n  patiuill^  Utfonuwl. 
in  the  very  bosom  ol"  the  I'apiicy.  l**t  that  emauciputiuu  shotUJ 
hurry  the  whole  of  Cliristcndom  into  preoipitato  change  and  Uvrluii 
anarchy — -ami  then  at  length  Philonnplncal,  to  prove  that  as  Ui'-n- 
are  no  depths  of  sin  or  niisory  to  which  the  healing  of  Uie  G^^jh-l 
cannot  rcftch,  so  thero  are  no  heights  of  spcculatiou  to  wliich  the  wu- 
dom  of  the  Gospel  cannot  ascend. 

Believing  thus  m  this  Perpetuity  as  well  as  on  the  Catholicity  of 
the  Church,  and  judging  that  she  is  still  the  aaniH  in  spirit  lliPoiigfc- 
out  all  ages,  aUhougli,  in  hi^r  external  developmental  llexihle  Lo  tho 
varying  necessities  of  all,  we  have  venturetl  on  some  former  oooi* 
siuns,  and  art!  again  ahout  to  assert,  for  "the  purti  and  reformad 
hranchea "  of  it  in  England  and  in  Scotland^  an  alliance  with  tho 
horoea  of  the  faith  in  remote  times,  and  in  less  enlightened  coon- 
Irios ;  esteeming  tliat  ti:j  he  thft  bi'st  Protestantism  which,  while  it 
fiHnkJy  comlemns  the  en-ors  of  other  Chrisiian  societies,  yet  claios 
fellowship  with  the  piety,  the  wisdom. 'mid  the  lovo,  which,  in  tha 
midst  of  these  errors,  have  attestiid  the  Divine  original  of  them  aU. 

If,  according  to  the  adWco  which  on  sttme  of  those  occaaions  tn 
have  presumed  to  o0er  u>  those  who  arw  studioua  of  such  snhjccla, 
there  bo  among  us  any  scholar  mwlitatiug  a  ProUsitant  hist^iry  of 
the  MoHiislii;  Onh>rs.  liu  n'ill  IJiid  luatoriaLs  for  a  curious  chapter  is 
the  f^orrospondimce  of  the  Froneli  Benedictines  of  tlie  rt.'ign  of  Louii 
XIV.  which  was  puhlishnd  in  the  year  18-tO  by  M.  Valery  at  Puul 
In  that  frut»Tnily  light  and  durkness  suc*:eeded  each  other  by  a  U» 
the  rt>vcrKe  of  that  whieli  ubtaint'il  in  Kuropu  at  large.  From  thf 
promtdgation  of  their  rule  in  the  sixth  century,  tlieir  monasterie* 
were  comparatively  illuminated  amiiUt  the  general  gloom  of  ths 
dark  ages.  But  when  the  Bun  aro*;e  on  the  outer  world,  it*  beami 
warcely  penetrated  their  cloisters ;  nor  did  they  hail  Uio  returning 
dawn  of  lltcmture  and  science  until  the  day  was  glowing  all  arciuira 
them  in  meridian  splendour.  Then,  however,  passing  at  one  vault 
from  the  liaze  of  twilight  t-o  the  radiance  uf  no'in,  they  won  tiM 
wreath  of  superior  learnijig,  even  in  the  times  of  Tillemont  and  Dn 
Gauge — though  re-sigiiing  the  jiabi  of  gcniiL<4  to  Bounlaloue.  Bo»- 
snet,  and  Pa^ah  Thus  the  three  great  epochs  of  th<nr  ann^'*  an 
denoted  by  the  growtli,  the  ob-^curation,  and  the  rciiral  of  ihta 
intellectual  eminence,  JL  Valer)*'s  volumea  iUustmte  the  third 
hk'il  stage  of  thi^  progress,  which  citiinot,  however,  l>e  node 
without  a  rapid  glance  at  each  of  the  two  prucoding  stoigce. 
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"  But  why,"  it  may  be  askf<l,  "  tliretrt  t!ip  eye  at  all  to  (he  moultler- 
inj;  reconls  uf  uioitastic  8U|>t<rstitioii,  Heir-iuilulgvnce,  ami  hypocrisy  I" 
Wby,  in«i<HHl  I  Frr»m  contemplating  the  mere  liebasfna-iit  v(  auy  of 
the  great  fnmilios  of  man,  no  iiiiagE*^  can  be  ^thoriMi  to  dijlij^lit  Urn 
fancy,  nor  finy  oxuraplts  to  movo  or  to  invigomto  the  heart.  And 
doubthrs:*  In;  who  see-lw  for  such  knowledgt?,  riiuy  fitiii  in  tliH  cUtxjn-. 
iolts  of  the  (•oMvunl  a  fuarful  disclusure  of  tbo  iluplha  of  sin  and 
folly  into  wbiob  inultitiiiJe^  of  our  bn^tiiren  havo  plun^^tKl,  under  the 
prolence  of  more  than  hnnuin  sanctity.  Itiit  the  same  legends  wiU 
mipply  some  b(^ttcr  loHsons,  ti^  him  who  n^ia  bnok.4  thut  ho  may 
learn  to  love  and  to  beut-iit  bis  fcllow-riion.  Tliey  will  toach  hiia 
that  as,  in  Juda'a.  thu  temple,  so,  in  Cliristondom,  the  monastt'^ry, 
was  the  ark,  freighted  diiriui;  thu  deluge,  M*ith  the  destiidea  of  the 
Church  oud  of  llie  world, — that  tbere  our  own  spiritual  an<l  intel- 
lectual HHcestry  found  ahelter  amidst  ths  tempest, — lliat  there  were 
DutturiM]  thtwe  powers  of  niiiid  M-hich  gradually  infused  harmony  and 
order  into  the  warring  elements  of  the  p;uT«:ipcan  Common  wealth, — 
and  that  there  many  of  the  noblest  ornaments  of  our  eommon  Chris- 
tianity were  trained  to  instruct,  to  govern,  and  to  hless  the  nations 
of  the  \Vf_*at. 

Guided  by  tlie  maxim  "that  whatever  any  one  saint  reo'>rd5  of 
any  other  ftiiint  must  bo  true,"  wa  glide  easily  over  the  eiichanted 
land  along  which  Domnuii  Johannes  iMnhillon  conducts  thu  reojlera 
of  the  earlier  parts  of  his  wondrous  compilations;  roceinng  sub- 
uiiaaively  tlie  assurance  that  St  lienediL't  song  euehaiTstic  hymns  in 
hid  mothers  woml>— raided  a  deatl  child  to  life — <'au6(?d  his  [uipii 
Maurus  tu  Irwad  the  water  dry-shod — ujitied  by  a  word  thu  kiuttU'd 
0unl8  with  which  on  Ariau  Guth  (ZiilL-i  by  name)  had  bound  an 
hont-»!t  rustic — cost  out  of  one  monk  a  demon  who  bod  assumed  the 
disguise  of  a  farrier — rendon.il  \isiblp  to  another  a  concealed  dragon, 
who  was  secretly  tempting  bira  to  desert  his  raonaatery— and,  by 
laying  a  consecrated  wafer  on  the  bosoia  of  a  third,  enabled  him  to 
tvjuKM  in  a  grave  which  till  tlien  had  continually  cu^t  him  out ; — 
for  all  the*)  facts  the  great  annalist  rclati'S  of  his  piitiiarcb  St  Bene- 
dii;t,  on  tbn  authority  of  the  pontiff  (ftr>t  of  that  name)  St  Gregory. 
!(,  however,  the  record  had  eontained  no  better  tbini^R  tJian  these, 
the  memorial  of  Benedict  would  long  since  have  perished  with  him. 

Hia  BulhenLiu  biognij.hy  is  compriseil  in  a  very  few  wor<ls.  He 
iras  bum  towanls  Uie  end  of  tlie  Uitb  century,  at  Kursiu,  in  the 
duchy  of  Spult'lo,  Tlis  mother  diwi  in  givuig  Lim  birlb.  He  was 
aent  to  Rome  for  his  e<lucation  by  hia  father,  a  nieiu)>er  of  the 
Anician  fomUy.  which  Ckudiun  has  celebrated  ;  but  was  driven  frt>ia 
ihu  city  by  the  invoaioiu  of  Oduacer  and  Theodoric  to  the  Mona 
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Suliiaf  US,  where,  while  yet  a  beanlli»8  youth,  he  took  up  his  shods 
as  a  hcriuit  Like  Jerome,  he  was  haunted  in  his  soLittid«  bj  tla 
too  vivid  remembrance  of  a  Roman  lady ;  and  subdued  his  ToIap> 
tuous  imagination  by  rolling  his  naked  body  among  the  thoma.  Tin 
fame  of  audi  premature  sanctity  rocommeoded  him  to  the  monks  rf 
tliu  neighbouring  muiukitery  as  their  abbot ;  but  scarcely  hail  he  u- 
8umed  the  office  when,  di8}j:uBted  by  the  rigours  of  hia  discipline,  Ui« 
electors  attempted  to  got  rid  of  him  by  poi&on.  licturaing  to  hii 
hermitogc,  he  soon  fonnd  himself  in  the  centre  of  several  rude  hull, 
ercctfd  in  his  vicinity  by  other  fugitives  from  the  world,  who  ac- 
knowledged iiim  as  the  superior  of  tiiis  monastic  village.  But  their 
misconduct  compelled  him  aguin  to  seek  a  new  retirement ;  which  h« 
found  at  Montu  Casino,  on  the  ijontiers  of  the  Abbnizzl  There,  at- 
tended by  soma  of  his  pupils  and  former  associates,  he  pasBtNl  llie  re- 
mainder of  his  lifo — com[)Osi])g  his  rule,  and  estubli^in^  the  Unlet 
which,  at  the  distance  of  thirteen  centuries,  still  retains  his  name  ami 
acknowle<Iges  his  authority.  lie  died  iu  the  year  543,  in  the  sixty* 
fourth  year  of  his  age. 

To  the  intercourse  of  Benedict  willi  the  refractory  monks  rf 
Subiaco,  may  perhaps  be  traced  the  basis  of  his  system.  It  pruhoblr 
Tcvoalcd  to  him  the  fact  that  Indolence,  Self-will,  and  Se]tishr< 
the  three  archdaunons  of  the  cloLster  ;  and  suggested  tlio  in: 
that  Industry,  Obedience,  and  Community  of  goods  are  the  ontAgoo- 
ist  powers  which  ought  to  govern  there.  But  the  compichcnsT^ 
ness  of  thought  wntli  which  ha  m  exhanatM  the  science  of  monastie 
polity,  that  all  subsequent  ndes  have  been  nothing  more  ttuA 
modifications  of  his  own,  —  the  pre«cicncR  with  wliich  be  reooo- 
cUed  conventual  franchises  with  abbatial  dominion,  —  the  skill 
with  which  he  at  onco  concontratcd  and  (liffuscd  power  umong  tin 
diflerent  members  of  his  Order,  accordiug  as  the  objects  m  viev 
were  general  or  local,  —  and  the  deep  insiglit  into  the  htuaan  hoilft 
by  which  he  roudored  myriads  of  men  and  women,  during  znoi* 
than  thirty  succet&ive  generations,  the  spontaneous  instrumenta  of 
bis  purposes,  —  these  all  unite  to  prove  that  profound  gi-nins. 
extensive  knowletlge,  and  earnest  meditation,  had  raised  him  to  the 
very  lirst  rank  of  munspirod  legislators.  Uis  disciples,  in>lee<l.  find 
in  his  legislative  wisdom  a  conclusive  proof  that  he  wrote  and  acted 
under  a  divine  impulse  Even  to  those  who  reject  this  solution 
it  is  still  a  phieuomenon  afTording  ample  exercise  for  a  lib^al 
curiosity. 

That  the  Benedictine  stntule«  remain  to  this  day  a  U^'ing  codfl^ 
written  in  the  hearts  of  multitudes  in  every  province  of  tlie  Cliris- 
LiaU  world,  is  chiefly  perhaps  to  be  ascribod  to  the  iuile:uble  rigour 
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■with  wbicli  they  annihilatwl  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  frec-JoiiL 
To  tlie  baser  sort  no  yoke  is  su  gulling  as  that  of  self-control ;  no  Uu- 
livr>nnoi>  so  welcome  aft  that  of  being  hanilRomply  rid  of  free  ageocy. 
With  Aiicli  men  nientul  slavery  readily  becomes  a  habit,  a  faiihionr 
«nd  a  prido.  To  the  abject  many,  the  abdication  of  self-^vomment 
ia  a  willing  sacrifice.  It  is  reserved  for  the  nobler  few  to  rise  to  tha 
arduoos  virtues  of  using  wjs&ly  tho  gifts  which  God  bestows,  and 
walking  courageously,  though  ciroumapectly  and  humbly,  iu  tho 
light  which  God  vouchsafes. 

Ami  by  the  abjeut  many,  though  oflen  under  the  guiihuicu  uf  tho 
nobler  few,  were  peopled  the  cells  of  Monte  Casino  and  hcraffiliotwl 
conventH.  Their  gutes  were  thrown  open  to  men  of  every  rank,  ia 
whom  the  ablK>t  or  prior  of  the  house  could  discover  thn  inmkK  uf  u 
gi*nuine  vocation.  To  exclude  any  such  candidate,  though  a  pauper 
or  a  slave,  wnuld  have  been  condemned  by  Benetlict,  in  tho  words 
ami  spirit  of  Augustine,  ils  gmre  ilfUdum.  In  those  sacred  en- 
closures, therefore,  many  poor  anil  illiterato  bretliren  fotuid  a  refuge. 
Bat  they  were  dislinguishc*!  from  tho  rest  aa  conmr»i, — tliat  is,  as 
jietaons  destined  neither  for  tho  priesthood  nor  the  tonsure,  but 
bound  to  labour  for  the  society  aa  husbandmen,  shepherds,  artisans, 
or  domestic  servants. 

In  the  whirl  and  uproar  of  the  handicrafts  of  our  own  day,  it  ia 
difficult  to  imagine  the  noiseless  spectacle  irhich  in  tho«e  ages  so 
often  caught  the  eye,  as  it  gazed  on  the  aechided  abbey  and  the  ad- 
jacent grunge.  In  bUck  tunics,  the  mementos  of  death,  and  in 
Imthem  ginlle^,  tlie  emblems  of  chastity,  might  then  be  seen  carters 
sOently  yoking  their  bullocks  to  the  team,  and  driving  them  ia 
silence  to  tho  fichl,  —  or  shepherds  interclmnging  some  inevitable 
whisjiers  while  they  wat^ihed  their  llucks, —  or  vine^ir^ssn^s  prUTiing 
tho  fruit  of  which  they  might  neither  taste  nor  speak, — or  wheol- 
wriglitfi,  carpenters,  and  masons  plying  their  trades  like  tho  inmiUes 
nf  aome  deaf  and  dumb  aayhim,  —  and  all  pausing  from  their 
labours  aa  the  convent  bell,  sounding  the  hours  of  primes,  or  nones, 
or  vcspcR,  summoned  tbem  to  join  in  spirit,  even  when  they  could 
not  repair  in  person,  to  those  aacred  offices.  Amund  tho  moniistic 
workshop  might  l»e  observed  the  belt  of  cultivated  land,  continually 
encroaclung  on  the  adjacent  forest ;  and  the  passer-by  might  trace 
to  Uio  toils  of  these  mute  workmen  the  opening  of  roudA,  tho 
draining  of  marslies,  the  henis  grazing,  and  the  liurvestH  waWng, 
la  eecurity,  under  the  shelter  of  Bcclcaiaatical  privilege's  which  oven 
Ihe  Vauilal  and  the  Ostrogoth  regarded  with  respect.  Our  own  an- 
na&]  agrii-ultiiral  meetings,  with  thtiir  implements  and  their  prizes,  i 
Iheir  ahurt  horns  and  their  long  spt^ecUea,  must  carry  back  thuir-J 
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wnnomic  gpnt-alt^g}'  ^  Uioso  huslmndnii'u  who,  with  (lifimol  wpret, 
lirawriy  amia.  and  Mmppesswl  li[*s.  tirst  taught  the  i-ouqiierors  of 
Puriif;  tbtf  science  in  which  Columella  and  YirgU  bad  instructed  tkt 
ancipEt  Unmans. 

A  similar  fedigreo  must  }.g  nssignwl  to  our  academies  of  |\i 

anulpture,  nrchiti-ctun?,  and  music     The  fine  arts  are  mcn*lv  - 

live  in  tht-ir  infancy ;  thoujtU  as  they  become  miitun<,  thicj  oIsd 
become  BjnnbolicaL  And  this  matiuity  is  first  attained  by  tiie 
arcJiitect,  because  he  mini-strra  to  a  want  more  urgent  than  the  iwl, 
— hecaiise,  in  the  order  of  time,  the  edifice  must  pivcedo  tht^  wuris 
deeiKnfd  for  its  embellishment,^ — and  because  linding  in  niiittie  no 
models  cxct/pt  for  the  dctaiJ^  of  liis  pcrfurmanco,  hu  must,  Irnm  the 
first,  bo  inventive  in  the  composiliou  of  it.  Thus  the  children  of 
Uenedict,  when  lontemphiting  their  lofty  avenutii,  sacred  to  medita* 
tioD — and  the  melloweil  lights  streaming  llirough  tlie  foliage — and 
the  fii'twers  chistcring  in  tlio  convuntiml  ganicn — and  Ihf*  jieudulDiu 
stalactites  of  the  ncighhuui-ing  f^ottocs, — conceived  of  a  CfanstiaD 
temple  in  which  objects  resembling  these,  though  hewn  out  of  im- 
fierifihable  stoue,  and  tari'eii  into  enduring  forma,  might  be  combined 
and  grouped  l4>gelher  into  one  gloricius  whole.  With  a  ritual  ad> 
dn'psed  to  the  *'ye  rather  than  to  the  ear — a  eacn.'d  pantomime,  of 
whirh  the  sacriliee  of  the  mass  was  the  action,  tlie  priests  the  acton^ 
and  the  high  altar  the  stage, — nothing  more  was  rffquisit*  to  Ibft 
solemn  cxhihition  but  the  cathedral,  as  its  appropriate  theatre  li 
arose,  therefore,  not  the  sen'ile  rei)re8entHtion  of  any  one  natuiil 
objei't,  but  the  majestic  cumliLniition  of  the  forms  of  many  ;  and  fall 
of  mystic  signilirance,  in  the  cruciform  plan,  the  lofty  arch,  Um 
oriel  Endows,  the  hit«ra]  chajiela,  and  the  (H<ntnd  elevatiun.  Nvt 
a  groining,  a  niulHon,  cir  a  traceiy  was  there,  in  wliii-h  the<  initiated 
eye  did  not  rend  some  masonic  enigma,  some  ghostly  counaej,  or 
some  inartieulittc  summons  to  confession,  to  penitence,  or  to  pmyer. 

Kvery  niche  without,  and  ever>*  shrine  within,  these  sanctu«riM» 
v.%»  adorned  with  images  of  their  tntelaiy  saints  ;  and  especially  of 
Her  w]io  is  supreme  among  the  demigods  of  this  celestial  hierutdiy. 
Itut,  instrail  of  rising  to  the  impersonation  of  hoUucaSf  beauty,  or 
jxiwer,  iu  thc;9e  human  forma,  the  monkish  sculptors  were  couttial 
to  copy  the  indifTerent  models  nf  humanity  within  thfit  reach  ;  and 
the  statues,  busts,  nud  reliefs  which,  in  subsequent  times,  felllieneatfa 
the  blows  uf  I'rolcstant  leono<'lai*ts,  had  little  if  any  vutuc  but  Uial 
which  Wloiiged  to  their  i«eculiar  locality  and  their  accidental  ano* 
ciations.  In  painting  also,  whether  em^usiic,  in  tneco,  or  on  wood, 
the  jerfonnancea  of  the  early  lienedietino  artists  were  ei|tu11r 
.humble,    lu  ucder  to  give  out  tlicir  visible  poetry,  the  diisel  and 
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I  Tnust  lin  ffrndnd  by  minds  convnrRant  with  the  caimn  and 
the  enjoyinents  of  life  ;  for  it  is  hy  such  minds  only  that  the  Hvin^^ 
soul  which  aiiimatwi  nmte  nnluro  rjiii  over  bo  por'-isiveil ;  or  cnn  l>o 
(■xpres3i.ll  in  tby  lU'linwition  of  rtalilies,  whether  anininted  or  iimni- 
ttMte.  In  i!C(;lcsi<i.'<ti<:JiL  and  onvcntuiil  nrcliit«^cture,  aud  iu  that  art 
alone,  iho  monkfi  exhausted  their  creative  iiun^nnntion  ;  rovtihug 
EurofM  with  innniiraonts  of  thnir  svi«ni%  in  fit.-2tics  and  dynnmic^  anil 
with  laonnuicnts  of  thiit  pListic  genius,  wliieh,  from  an  intinity  of 
elaborate,  incongraoos,  and  often  worthlcsa  details,  knew  how  to 
erokii  ono  sublime  and  harmonious  whole.  In  those  august  shrines, 
if  anywhere  on  earth,  the  spirii  nf  r.riticisni  Is  silenced  by  tlic  belief 
that  th»  .'ulomtioua  of  men  are  mingled  in  blest  accord  with  tho 
hillelujnhs  of  heaven. 

To  animate  thnt  Ix-lief,  the  Bcnpdictine  musicians  proi,liiced  thono  i 
(diants  which,  when  lon^'  afterwards  combined  by  Paleatrina  into 
the  Mass  of  Pope  MarccIIus,  were  hailed  with  rapture  by  the  Romaa  ] 
Conclave  and  the  Fathers  of  Trent,  m  the  t^olden  links  whi'  h  bind 
tog«tli4ir  in  an  indissoluble  union  the  supplications  of  the  MiliLuut 
Church  and  the  tbauksfjivtngs  of  the  Chureh  Triumphant. 

"  Lusts  of  the  imajjination  !"  exclaimed,  lUid  may  yet  exclaim,  the 
indignant  pulpit«  of  Scotland  and  Geneva—"  lusts  as  hoatilo  to  tho 
purity  of  the  Christian  Faith  as  the  grosser  lusts  of  the  flesh  or  ths 
emptiest  vauitiea  of  life."  Hard  words  these  for  our  restorers  of 
ehtuch  architecture  in  mediieval  Rplen<Ioar !  I^t  the  Camden 
Society,  the  Lord  of  WilUm,  and  llie  benchers  of  the  Temjde  look 
to  it ;  wliile  we,  all  iiinocent  of  any  such  sumptnouii  desigiia — her 
Maiff^ty's  Church  Building  Commissioners  themselves  not  moi«  so 
— refer  to  these  Bene<iictine  prodipos  only  as  illustKitiug  a  mcm'-r- 
able  passage  in  BenwlitHine  History. 

But  art  was  regarded  by  tho  fathers  of  that  Order  rather  as  the 
deli;rht  than  as  tlie  serious  occupation  of  their  brotherhood.  M''ith 
a  «'il-reliance  aa  Just  as  that  of  the  great  philosopher,  if  not  as  swb- 
lime,  they  took  to  themselves  all  knowleilge  as  their  proper  proxinco. 
Their  nUe  aisij^ned  an  eminent  rank  among  monastic  virtues  to  tho 
gnardianship  and  multiplication  of  valuable  manuscripts.  It  tnuglit 
the  copyist  of  a  holy  book  to  think  of  himself  a.s  at  onco  a  pupil  ciiid 
a  teacher — as  a  missionary  while  seated  at  hi^  desk — using  each 
ftnger  as  a  ton>(u& — inflicting;  on  the  Spirit  of  Kvil  a  deadly  wound 
■fe  «ach  aacc«wive  line — and  as  Ixiffling,  vrith  the  pen,  the  dread 
enemy  who  amiles  at  the  imptitent  hostility  of  every  other  weapon 
gnufM]  by  tlie  liand  of  mortal  man.  In  e^i  Bfu^'lietine  monastery  a 
oUoinlier  was  set  apart  for  the  ilischari-o  of  this  saoa^l  olliu;.  In  this 
ikrijftortwn  some  of  the  monks  plied  their  peas  assiduously,  aud  iu 


sto 


TBE   rRBXCa    BENEDICTINES. 


profuunil  silence,  to  pruiluco  faullless  transcripts  of  the  best  originaU 
'i'o  others  was  committwl  thfi  care  of  revising  ihu  text  of  surli  wurlu 
OS  "Wore  then  holJ  in  tho  highest  esteem.     Charltnuipno  liinisiilf  &»- 
signed  to  the  Jknedictine  Alcuin  the  high  office  of  propariug.  fmiE 
the  viirious  sources  within  his  reucli,  a  perfect  Codex  of  th- 
•Scripturts.     For  wha.t  remainB  to  iia  of  Pliuy,  Salioitt,  and  J^m  i  - 
bins,  and  for  the  orations  ag;uniit  Verres,  we  are  iudebtiHl  to  ihni 
litempr'  zfid.     A  tiibute  of  writing  umteriabi  at  the  coninicntiiii.ni 
of  each  novitinte,  and  another  of  hooka  at  it^t  cUiso,  with  an 
impost  of  nmnuscripta  on  the  inlerior  houses,   were    contu,,.^.,, 
augmenting  the  Libraries  of  their  greater  convents.     How  extonuve 
aud  how  valuuhle  such  coUettions  became,  may  ha  inferred  from  Uia 
directions  given  by  the  Uenedictine  Casfiiodorus  for  the  guidance  of 
lut>  brutliivii  in  their  studies.      He  bati  coLloctod,  aud  }ie  enjoim 
them  to  read,  the  fJrf?ek  and  Latin  Fathers,  tlie  Church  histoiians, 
the  peo^apliere  and  grammarians  whose  works  were  then  extant  asd 
in  repute,  with  various  medical  books,  for  the  assistance  of  th>>» 
monks  to  whom  tho  cara  of  the  LnfiTmary  was  contided.     W'l 
will  consult  tlie  "  Historiu  Rei  Litenuitc  Ordinis  Saneti  Ben' 
by  their  historiogmpher  ftfoguoaldus  Zcigelbauer,  may  rapidl\    i 
cumulate  the  most  conclusive  proofs,  that  by  their  Order  wen'  • .:  h- r 
laid  or  preserved  thii  foundations  of  all  the  eminent  eohoolfi  «l 
learning  of  Modern  Europe. 

The  greatness  of  the  Benedictines  did  not,  however,  cooaist  cither 
in  their  agricultural  skill,  their  prodigies  of  architecture,  or  ibeir 
priceless  libraries ;  hut  in  their  parentage  of  countless  men  and 
women,  ilhistrious  for  active  piety — for  wisdom  in  the  govern- 
mout  of  mankind  —  for  profound  learning — and  for  that  cvnl«-m- 
pUtive  spirit,  which  discovers  within  tho  soul  itself  things  1 1 
the  limits  of  the  perceptible  creation.  Such,  indeed,  is  the  in. 
of  these  worthies,  that.  If  every  page  at  our  disposal  were  a  voiunu^ 
and  every  such  volume  as  ponderous  as  our  old  aequatntaaee, 
8cu[ndii,  sjiace  would  fail  us  to  render  justice  to  tlie  achievements  ai 
the  half  of  them.  AVe  lyinnot,  however,  pass  by  tliis  gowUy  fellow- 
ship without  a  tnin«icni  glance  at  one  normal  type,  at  the  least,  of 
each  of  these  various  forms  of  BenwUctine  heroism.  For  that  purposs 
we  need  scurcely  wander  from  tho  animls  of  our  own  land. 

bi  the  Benedictine  abbey  of  Xutaall,  near  Winchester,  Poetry, 
History,  Khetoric,  and  the  Uoly  Scriptures  were  taught,  in  th« 
beginning  of  the  eighth,  ceutux)*,  by  a  monk  whom  his  fellow-country* 
man  called  Winfred,  but  whom  the  Church  honoure  under  the  nam* 
of  BoDifnee.  He  wiis  horn  atCrediton,  in  iJevoashiie,  of  noble  and 
wo&lthy  parents,  who  bad  reluctantly  yielded  to  bis  wish  to  embnc* 


the  monosfcin  atate.  Hardly,  hnwevt^r,  hml  hn  rwinheii  midiUe  lift", 
irlien  his  associates  at  NutsaU  discovered  that  ho  waa  dissatisAed 
■with  the  pttrsuits  by  which  their  own  thoughts  were  engrossed.  As, 
in  hifi  HV(<iutig  nieditntionH,  he  pani^l  the  loiiff  cniivBtiluul  HVt*nuti 
of  lime  trees,  orua,  in  the  night-watches,  he  knelt  before  the  crucifix 
soKpendcd  in  hia  cell,  ho  was  Rtill  con-scious  nf  a  voico,  audible 
though  inartiouhite,  which  repeated  to  hiiu  the  Divine  injunction, 
to  "go  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  oU  nutiotis."  Then,  in  mental 
visioUf  was  seen  tjti'ctckiDg  out  before  him  the  land  of  hit)  Genmm 
anceetry ;  whwre,  beneath  the  veil  of  the  customs  descHbed  by 
T«cituei,  van  concealed  an  idolatry  of  which  tito  hJiftoiian  ha<l  n>tttber 
depicted,  nor  prubably  eunjectured^  the  abominations.  To  encounter 
Sfttan  in  this  stronghold,  b(M:ame  sucuessiircly  the  day-dream,  tho 
pajKdon,  and  the  tixed  resolve  of  Boniface ;  uniii  at  length  abandon- 
ing, for  tbis  holy  war,  the  stmiioua  repose  for  which  he  liad  already 
uKu)done<l  the  world,  he  appeared,  in  liis  thirty-sixth  ye*ir,  a  soUtary 
and  unbetriended  missionary,  traversmg  the  marshy  winds  and  the 
prinueral  forests  of  Friesland.  But  Charles  Martel  was  already 
there,  —  the  leader  in  a  far  difl'erent  conteat ;  nor,  while  tho 
Christian  Alayor  of  the  Palace  was  striking  do\rn  the  Pagans  with 
his  bAtUe-axe,  could  the  pathetic  eutreaiies  of  the  Btunedirtine  Monk 
i&dace  them  to  bow  down  to  the  banner  of  the  Cross.  He  therefore 
retomeid  to  Xutsall,  not  with  diniinifihn*i  Kcal,  but  with  increased 
knowledge.  He  had  now  laiint  that  his  success  must  depend  on 
thfi  conduct  of  the  secular  and  spiritual  ruleiB  of  maokind,  and  on 
his  own  connection  with  thein. 

The  chapter  of  his  monastflry  chose  liim  as  their  abW  ;  but,  at 
his  own  request,  the  Bishop  of  Winchestnr  annnllefl  the  election. 
Then,  quitting  for  ever  his  native  England,  Boniface  pursued  his 
way  to  Borne,  to  solicit  the  aid  of  Pope  Gregory  LI.,  in  his  efibrts 
for  the  conversion  of  the  German  people 

Armed  with  a  papal  commi^ion,  a  papal  blessing,  and  a  good 
store  of  relics,  Bonii'ace  again  appeared  in  Frie^laud,  where  Charles 
Mart«l  was  now  tho  undisputed  master.  Victory  had  rendered  him 
devout ;  and  he  gladly  countenancexl  the  labours  of  tho  monk,  to 
lirinf{  hw  nnw  iralijwta  within  the  fold  of  the  Christian  Church. 
So  ardent,  indeed,  was  his  zeal  for  this  great  work,  bhat  the  destined 
author  of  it  was  noon  compelled  to  migmte  into  Saxony,  as  the  only 
means  of  ewapiug  the  itnwelcome  command  of  the  conqueror  to  fix 
hia  xesidenco  in  FriesUnd,  and  there  to  ftssume  the  ooadjatorship 
mill]  snocession  to  LhH  Bishop  of  Utrrn:ht. 

Tha  roissinnary  labours  of  Boniface,  interrupted  only  by  three 
abort  Tiaits  to  Borne,  were  prolonged  over  a  period  of  more  than 
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tliirty-six  yean ;  and  wo.re  extendwl  oveT  all  tlio  territoriee  betvan 
tha  Kibe,  the  Rliine,  and  the  Ocean.  At  Komo  he  sought  and 
found  all  the  support  which  pa]>al  authority,  zeal,  and  wiadoo 
could  atfoxti  him.  Gregory  II.  consecrated  him  •  biahop,  thou^ 
irithout  a  dioceae.  Gwgury  IIL  raised  him  to  be  the  Arcbbidup 
and  Priuiat«  of  all  Gnnnany  ;  with  poivt3r  to  wtabliah  bishopnci 
there  at  bla  discretion.  TJio  same  pontiff  aflerwanli  Qominotol 
him  Lpgatfl  nl'  the  lloiy  Sec,  in  Germany  and  France.  To  than 
distinctions  Fope  Zaaharr  atlded  the  Archbishopric  of  Mentz,  tlMB 
first  constituted  the  metropoliB  of  the  ClermoD  cburcbea.  Laat  c^  all 
was  beetovred  ou  him  the  singular  privilege  of  appointing  his  own 
successor  in  his  primacy. 

There  liuve  Im.m^ii  churchmen  to  whom  aoch  a  memento  uf  Ihf 
vanity  of  even  the  highest  ecclesiastical  dignities  would  have  all 
but  an  {equivocal  satisfaction.  To  Boniface  the  TCmembrance  ■ 
shortnoiM!  uf  life  woa  not  only  fiimiliur,  but  uxdcome.  The  tit«laM 
of  Ambrose  on  the  advanta^^  of  death  was  his  constant  companioa. 
It  had  t«u;rbt  him  to  reganl  his  successive  promotions  but  as  \)n 
mf^-ana  of  preparing  hia  mind  for  the  joyful  resignation  of  Utem  alL 
His  Bevcntyfourth  year  was  now  completed.  For  the  spiritual  can 
of  his  cuuvertit  he  had  eetabllshed  seven  new  bishopricB  ;  and  had 
built  and  endowed  many  monaateries  for  the  advancement  of  piety 
and  leaniint^  Among  tlu/m.  At  last,  abdicating  his  own  mitre  in 
favour  of  I^ullus,  a  monk  of  Malmeshury,  he  solemnly  devoted  hid 
remaining  days  to  that  ofBee  of  a  miaeionary,  which  he  joatiy  «*■ 
teoracd  oa  far  nobler  than  any  symboliaed  by  the  croaer,  1h^  puqiK 
01  the  tiaia.  Uirding  round  him  his  black  Benedictine  habit,  and 
depositing  his  Ambrose,  **  De  Bono  Mortis,"  in  the  folda  of  it.  ha 
once  more  travelled  to  Fiiesland  ;  and.  pitching  his  tent  on  t^e 
banks  of  a  small  rivulet,  awaited  there  the  arrival  of  a  biyly  rf 
neophytes,  whom  ho  had  summoned  to  teceivo  at  his  hand*  Liu  nt* 
of  confirmation. 

Ere  long  a  multitude  appeared  in  the  distance,  advancing  towwdk 
the  tent;  not,  however,  with  the  lowly  demeanour  of  Chxistiaa 
converts  <lrawing  near  to  their  bishop,  but  carrying  deadly  %'enpote, 
and  annovxiciiig  by  their  cries  and  gestures  that  they  w^ni  Pagm% 
sworn  to  KTenge  their  ii^ured  deities  against  khearch-ennmy  of  ihm 
worship.  The  sen*anta  of  Boni£un  drew  their  awords  in  his  dnfflno*  ; 
but  oabnty,  and  even  cheerfully,  awaiting  the  approach  of  his  «o» 
miea,  and  forbidding  all  resistance,  he  fell  beneath  their  biows — a 
martyr  to  the  faith  which  he  hud  so  lung  lived,  and  so  bmrely  died. 
60  ptopagate.  His  copy  of  Ambrose,  "I>e  Bono  Mortis,"  corond 
vita  hu  blood,  was  exhibited  during  many  suooeeding  oentuns,  ai 
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___^  t-h  Telic.  It  was  contemplated  there  by  many  who  rpgardwl 
t  mpwstftious  and  heretical  eome  of  the  tenets  of  BuniJtux.  But 
no  Christian,  whatever  might  be  Ms  own  peoiliar  creed,  ever  looked 
upon  that  hlood-stainod  memorial  of  him  without  the  profoundost 
veneration. 

Fur,  since  the  Apostolic  Age,  no  greater  liencfaclnr  of  our  race 
has  arisen  among  nwn  than  tlie  Monk  of  Xutmll,  xmJees  it  be  that 
otiwr  Monk  of  Wittemberg  who,  at  the  dielanco  of  seven  centuries, 
ftppeaivd  to  reform  and  reconstruct  the  churches  founded  Irir  the 
holy  Bene^iicline.  To  Boniface  the  north  and  west  of  (rennany, 
and  Holland,  still  look  back  as  their  spiritual  progenitor  ;  nor  did 
any  uninspired  man  cvur  add  to  the  pormanent  dominion-  of  the 
Goflpel  provinces  of  such  extent  and  value. 

If,  in  ocoomplishiug  that  great  work,  Boidfiite  n>li©d  more  on 
htunan  anthority  than  is  consistent  with  the  practice,  or,  rather, 
with  the  thaoiy  of  our  Protojttant  churchra,  his  still  extant  lettoni 
will  show  that  he  retmked,  with  indignant  energy,  the  vices  of  the 
mat  on  whom  he  was  dependent,  la  placing  the  crown  of  Chil- 
deric  on  the  bend  of  Pepiu,  he  may  have  been  guilty  of  some  worldly 
compliance  with  the  usurper.  Yet  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  tlmt  the 
Pope  himself  had  favoured  the  cause  of  the  Mayor  of  the  Piilnce,  by 
hift  Delphic  respouse,  *'  Melius  esse  ilium  vocari  regem  apnd  (j^ueiu 
mmma  poteetas  consistoret." 

The  guides  of  our  own  uiiseiouary  enterprises  will,  probably,  accuse 
Boniiac«  of  undue  promptitude  in  admitting  within  the  palo  anyone 
who  chose  to  submit  himself  to  the  mere  outward  form  of  baptiam. 
His  facility  is  indisputable ;  but  what  IVotostant  will  venture  to 
condemn  the  measurea  which  brought  within  the  precincts  of  the 
Christian  Church  the  native  lauds  of  Luther,  of  Grotius,  and  of  Me* 
lancthon  1 

On  a  single  occagion  we  find  him  wearing  a  garb  at  least  resem> 
bUng  that  of  an  uiqnisitor.  Within  his  spiritual  jun'sdictton  came  a 
Frenohman,  workiug  miracles,  and  selling  as  relics  the  cuttings  of 
Ui  own  hair  and  the  parings  of  his  own  nails.  This  worthy  had  an 
aasociate  in  one  \'incent,  a  Scotchman,  a  sort  of  premature  Knox — 
a  tflaclier,  it  is  said,  of  heresies  but  certainly  a  stout  opponent  of  all 
ihfl  laws  and  canons  of  the  Church.  Moved  l>y  Boniface,  tlio 
Konlar  arm  lodged  them  both  in  close  prison  ;  and.  all  things  con- 
iiderfd,  one  must  doubt  their  claim  to  any  better  lodgings. 

Peace  ba,  however,  to  the  faults  of  Boniface,  whatever  they  may 
have  been  !  Among  the  heroes  of  active  piety,  the  world  has  few 
greater  to  revere  ;  as  the  disciples  of  Benedict  have  assuredly  none 
4»atfic  to  boa«L 
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Tliey  Ijoaet,  however,  in  Limlrane,  another  primate,  to  wliOM  bs 
seeing  wi3(loQi  in  tho  goveroment  of  munkiml  may  not  ohscurel;  \t 
tracoti  much  of  thft  vital  spirit  of  those  venerable  institutions  whiti 
are  still  the  glory  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  in  our  own  isIadcU  tad 
in  the  North  Amoricnn  oontincat.     In  his  rDmance  of  "UaraU,* 
Sir  Sdwtird   Bulwer  Lytton,  solving   with   equal   eniditioa    ud 
creative  fancy,  tho  great  problem  of  his  art  (the  problnm  how  W 
produce  the  grcntest  amonnt  of  Hrtimatic  cflbct  at  the  least  tixptmc 
of  hiak'rioal  tnith),  has  produced  a  living  portrait  of  Lonfnun-.  ih* 
subtle  Italian,  who,  armed  with  homilies  for  the  devout,  j- 
thfi    Ou*etious,   austerities   for  tlie  supemtitious,   Iftiming    ; 
iuquiailivt!,  and  obsequiousness  for  tlie  great,  renders  the  wt-... 
aud  Ihc  strength  of  each  iu  turn  triliutnry  to  his  own  amhttii'ii  .  .:.:<'. 
ascends  the  throne  of  Canterbur>%  not  merely  by  the  aid  of  the  met4 
old  Abbot  ilerduin,  but  on  the  shouldtra  of  the  imperious  M'-Jlnic 
and    tlie    imperiul    Ilildobnmd.     Unr   grwit    nvister    of    h:  - 
romiiutic  portraiture  would  have  destroyed  the  pieturiisque  i; 
his  biwjtiful  slieteli,  if,  by  advancing  further,   he  hail   Ian. 
(and  who  coidd  have  taught  us  go  powerfiilly  ?)  how  vast  is  i  i 
of  gratitude  which  Knghuid  owes  to  her  great  primatca,  !,■» ; 
Aiiselm,  I^nglou,  and  Becket, — ornitlier  to  that  benign  Ppt)\  i^.  i..x 
whicli  Tuiaed  them  up  in  that  barbarous  age.     Whatever  may  hvn 
been  thoir  personal  motives,  and  whatever  their  dt-merit-*,  thty,  u)<) 
they  alone,  wrestled  succeasfully  with  the  despotism  of  the  Con- 
queror and  his  dosccndantfi  to  the  fourth  generation;    nmintAining 
among  us,  even  in  thoso  evil  days,  tho  balanced  power,  the  control 
of  puhlic  opinion,  and  the  influenc*'  of  monil  over  jih^'sicjil,  &  foi» 
which  fnim  their  times  passed  as  a  birthright  to  the  parliimt-n^*  o( 
Henry  III.  and  his  successors ;   and  which  at  this  day  '  Ii« 

inheritance   of  England,  and  of   all  the  free  connnu  ib 

M-hich  she  has  covered,  and  is  atiU  peopling,  the  globe.  TIm 
thunders  and  reproaches  of  Rome  are  sulhciently  encountered  hf 
such  reverberated  thunders  and  reproacbos  as  they  provokuk.  Xb 
tlioec  who  <leplore  alike  the  uoceBsity  and  the  rancour  of  the  eon- 
Diet,  it  may  j'et  be  permitted  to  render  a  due  ami  iherefon  * 
reveront  homage  to  tJ)o  ancient  prelates  of  the  Kouiun  Churrh. 
TTnchocked  by  the  keen  wisdom,  the  ecclesiastical  policy,  and  tfatt 
Roman  sympathies  of  tho  Beuodictine  Lanfranc,  the  fierce  Conquniwt 
wotdd  have  acipyred  and  transmitted  to  his  posterity  on  the  lji;;bi«li 
throne,  a  power  absolute  and  arbitmry,  beneath  tho  withering 
intlucnce  of  which  every  genn  of  the  future  liberties  and  greatMM 
of  Eiiiiland  must  liave  prematurely  periahed- 

Whuu,  in  the  mind  of  VVilUam  Kufua,  the  fear  of  death  had  pr>> 
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■vailed  over  the  tiiirst  for  the  revenues  of  Canterbiiry,  lie  placed  the 
niitn!  of  Laiifmic  uu  the  head  of  tlie  Ifetiedietiiio  Anselm  ;  antici- 
ptttinj^  pivbahiy,  a  leas  effpctive  asderlion  of  the  righla  of  the 
Choich  by  the  tctiroii  and  ^ntlc  student,  than  had  been  made  by 
his  iDBtntiating  and  worliiy-wise  predecessor.  In  the  great  con- 
troversy of  investitures,  however,  Anaelm  showed  that  nothing  is  90 
inllf^sibl^  afl  mwlcnesR,  sUHtained  and  animale^i  by  the  firm  con- 
Tictinn  of  rijjht.  Yet  at  the  very  moment  of  success  he  turned 
aaidc  from  those  atritatinna  to  revolve  the  mynterions  enignnu!  which 
it  was  at  onc«  the  purpose  and  the  delight  of  Ma  existence  to 
minivfl.  Those  botinJless  realms  of  thought  over  which,  in  the 
solitude  of  hift  library,  heenjoyeil  a  jm'ncely,  but  nueuvted  dominion, 
vfcr%i  in  \ii»  eyes  of  inoompambly  hij^'her  value  than  either  his 
primacy  of  the  Church  of  Kiifjland.  or  hie  triumph  in  maint-aining 
tlie  preropitJves  uf  the  Chureh  of  Rome.  In  our  daya,  indood,  hia 
ii|M*ridii lions  are  forgotten ;  and  the  very  subjects  of  them  have 
fiiHen  into  diijestei'in.  Yet^  exrept,  jwrhaps,  the  wiitings  of  Eri- 
gbtUs  those  of  Ausehn  on  the  "  WiU  of  God,"  on  "Truth,"  on  "  Fioe- 
will,"  ajid  on  the  "  Divhie  Prcsnienee,"  arc  not  only,  in  pojut  of  time. 
the  earliest  examples,  but,  in  the  order  of  invention,  the  earliest 
models  of  those  scholastic  works,  which  exhibit,  in  such  intimate 
und  curious  union,  the  prnstmtiun  and  thu  aspirings  of  the  minil  of 
man — prostrating  it*oIf  to  tlie  most  aksuni  of  human  dogmas — 
aspiring  to  penclmto  the  loftiest  and  the  most  obscure  of  the  Divine 
attribnte^ 

Truth  may  have  concealed  herself  from  most  of  thftse  inquirers ; 
bat  their  researches  formed  no  unimportant  part  of  the  education 
>diich  was  gradually  propftring  the  inlellort  of  Europe  for  admis- 
•ion  into  Iier  sanctuary.  Among  the  followers  of  Anselm  arc 
to  be  reckoned  not  merely  the  Bortora — Vsnerable,  Livlncible, 
Irrefragable,  Angelical,  anid  Seraphie, — but  a  far  greater  than 
they,  even  Des  Cartca  hiniRelf — who,  as  may  be  Icamt  from 
Bnicker.  borrowed  from  the  BenR«Hctine  philosopher  liis  pmnf  of 
the  Iteiug  uf  a  Owi.  Auschu  taught  that  the  abstract  idea  of 
Deity  was  the  fontid  principle  of  all  knowledge — that  as  God 
himtielf  is  the  prinwra!  sonrco  of  all  existence  iu  th^  outer  world, 
so  the  Idea  of  iirnl  preceilcs,  and  condiicUs  ua  to,  nil  other  ideas 
in  the  world  within  us — and  that,  until  we  have  risen  to  that 
lemolest  spring  of  all  our  thoughts,  we  cannot  conceive  rightly  of 
the  correspondence  of  our  own  perceptions  witli  the  reAlitics  amidst 
which  we  exist 

If  these  speculations  are  not  very  intelligible,  they  are  at  louat 
curious.    They  show  that  the  metaphysicians   who  lived   whea 
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Weetmin^ter  Hall  was  nsisg  iiom  it«  togntJatioM,  and  iboee  irlf 
lived  whaa  the  tiret  etoDe  of  our  £diiibiu);h.  Universily  vnut  luL 
1>eat  themselves  very  much  in  the  same  manner  ogaioat  the  bars  m 
their  mental  prisou-housa 

Philosophy  may  thrive  in  other  places  than  convenbul  et^ 
But  there  is  a  literature  whioh  scarcely  ^uriabea  elsevhere.    ILc 
peculiar  and  spontaneous  product  of  the  monasteiy  is  myotic  der^ 
tion.     If  the  Benedictinea  had  been  cncsed  irith  barrpDne^s  ii       " 
ing  this  &uit,  they  would  have  resembled  a  Batch  garduD  in 
it  VDs  imposHible  to  cultivate  the  tulip.    Uut  no  sucji  reproach  clui^ 
to  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Kuuedict^     It  must-,  however,  be  »«)• 
xoitted  that  our  own  land  haa  \n;ea  f^inffularly  destitute  of  1- 
in  this  the  mo«t  delioate  of  all  tlic  pluiite  cultivated  in  mnn^>- 
clujiion.     Wo  produced  schonhnea  to  satiety.    £rij^na,  ! ! 
Scotos,  and  Occam  were  our  own.     lint  we  muat  pass  ri\  i 
and  Germany  to  find  a  type  of  IVuedictine  gntatneas,  in  tiioi  ush 
palpable  though  fjorgeous  world,  which  in  later  times  'was  iniiabtted 
by  Molinoe  and  by  Fen^lon. 

In  those  more  fortunate  regions,  many  are  the  half-insp£xcKl  rliv*«- 
fiodistfl  whom  wo  encounter — chicHy  ladies — and,  what  is  wi>i 
uulicCf  ladies  who  from  their  cUUclhuod  had  scarcely  ever  ai.   ..    i 
beyond  the  convent  gnnlen.     Xevertbclese,  the  indeslruolible  jo  >; 
Uarity  of  our  uiitional  oliamctor  (whether  it  be  sbjiitss  or  dr> -. 
high  aims  or  low  ainus — iho  fear  of  trreverenoa  for  what  is  h 
the  fear  of  being  laughed  at  for  what  is  absurd), — that  charoctiir 
which  forbade  the  public  utterance  in  theae  islands  of  tho  impM 
sinned  cominunLiig^  of  the  isoul  with  its  Maker  and  with  it^If,  Sat*- 
bids  us  to  innkt-'  any  report  to  our  felluw-countrymen  of  tha  sublUitf 
"Canticles"  of  St  Gertrude  or  of  St  Tlieresa.     Lest,  hovrrvw,  out 
hasty  sketch  of  I>f^nedictine  intellectual  greatness  should  be  defective, 
without  some  specimon  of  their  super-terrestrial  poftry,  we  ventw 
to  rojnind  our  readers  of  one  passage  of  which  M.  di>  Malan  (one  of 
]^lubiilon's  biographers)  has  remindL-d  ui),  in  whioh  thi?  author  of  Um 
*'  De  Inutatioue  Christi "  {himself  a  Uenedictine,  if  MabiUou  may  ha 
tnifit«d)  has  song  to  his  i£oliiui  harp  a  more  than  earthly  struin.    It 
13,  indeed,  an  excellent  example  of  a  Atylo  of  which  we  h«vo  no 
model  in  our  own  language, — except  [xirhaps  in  oocasiana]  posasgea 
of  Archbishop  Leighton. 

"  My  sou,  let  not  the  sayings  of  men  move  thee,  however  beaatiitt] 
or  iugxuiuus  they  may  be :  for  the  kingdom  of  God  consistelh  no* 
in  words  but  in  power. 

"  Weigh  well  my  words,  for  they  kindle  the  hout,  illuminate  the 
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minil,  quiclten  compunction,  &ntl  supply  abundant  springs  of  con- 
aolatian. 

"  Kead  not  the  Word  of  God  in  order  that  thou  zuayest  appear 
more  learned  or  more  wise. 

**  When  thou  shall  have  rrad  and  knoM-n  many  things,  then  return 
to  tlie  one  boginiiiiig  and  princijde  (if  all  tilings. 

*'  I  am  he  that  twiolieth  nam  knowledge,  and  to  tittle  children  I 
impart  an  understanding  tnnrc  ckar  than  man  can  tcauli. 

"  lie  to  whom  I  speak  shall  quickly  be  wise,  and  in  spiiit  sLall 
profit  largely. 

"  Woe  l>e  t<i  them  that  search  out  many  cnrions  things,  and  take 
little  tliought  how  they  may  serve  me. 

"  I  am  he  who,  in  one  in!«tant,  raise  up  the  humble  in  mind  to 
uiiderstAnd  eternal  truth  better  than  if  he  had  studied  many  years 
in  the  acbools. 

"  I  teach  without  noise  of  words,  withmit  r<infnsion  of  opinions, 
without  ambition  of  honour,  without  the  nho<^k  of  argument'^. 

"  To  »ome  men  I  speak  common  thinixs.  to  others  things  rare  ;  to 
some  1  appear  sweetly  by  signs ;  to  some,  with  much  light,  I  dia- 
coTcr  myatcrica. 

••  The  voice  of  books  ia,  indeed,  one ;  but  it  is  a  voice  wliich  in- 
Btructu  not  all  alike.  I  am  he  who  teaches  the  truth  coucealt^d 
within  the  voice  I  am  the  searfher  of  the  heart,  the  discoverer  of 
the  thoughts,  promoting  holy  actions,  distributintj  to  each  one  as  I 
wilL" 

If,  as  the  Uenedictines  rDaintoiued,  this  sacred  chant  was  really 
tung  by  a  poet  of  their  own  frati?mity  about  the  beginning  of  tha 
fourteenth  century,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  thrfinody, 
deaigiii'd  to  intimnW  the  approaching  obscuration  of  their  Order. 
For  alrfatiy  might  be  observed,  in  a  state  of  morbid  activity  among 
tht!<m.  those  principlea  of  decay  which  were  pointed  out  so  indig- 
nantly by  lieuwUct  hiniwlf  to  Haute,  when,  under  the  guiJanro 
of  Beatrice,  tho  poet  had  ascended  to  his  presence  in  the  seventh 
htiavuu : — 

"     •     •     My  rale 
T*  left  a  pTofltlcw  HUin  upoD  the  leares ; 
The  »»]1»,  fot  sWtFTB  pparcd,  tiimpd  into  dem  ; 
The  fowK  to  fctckd  choked  up  with  uwty  mfiU. 
Frwl  UFUTT  do'li  not  more  lift  itsilf 
Aninct  CAtd'^  iik«.<urc,  ibnn  that  fruit  whidi  makM 
Too  hearta  uf  monks  bo  iraatvD," 

Onty'f  Stuff,  canto  xxli.  '*  n  Paredi»o." 

the  state  of  aocietj 
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UBtJp.rgone  vast  changps ;  but  the  institutes  of  Benedict  hnJ  o<4 
Ijoen  changed  to  meet  them.     Thy  new  t^xigencies  oi'  lift*  (teimmilM 
Teformatlons  in  the  religiotus  6tat«  which  Kranria,  Domiuir,  &u4 
Loyola  successively  eatabiislieJ.      They    coiubintHi  a  mnn>  matcM 
policy  mth  a  yourigpr  eiithnsiiiam.    Exhibiting  ascetic  sclf-mortilic»» 
tiouA,  till  then  unknown  anion^  any  of  the  mona-stic  communiTii':?  .-f 
the  'West,  they  aUo  formed  relatiuns,  equally  nevr,  with  th: 
in  all  their  offices — domestic,   political,  military,  and   cnmn' 
IHavint;,  at  the  same  time,  obtained  possession  ol  nearly  all  tli- 
'  pita  of  the  luitin  Church,  the  imagination,  the  interesta,  an 
consciences  of  mankind  fell  so  much  under  the  contiol  of  ihc^- 
fraternities,  that  thtur  influence  waa  felt  throughout  all  the  nuuuna- 
tions  of  society. 

While  the  spiritual  dominion  of  tlie  cjirliw  morm«ticism  wa- 
tinimlly  namnvod  by  tliis  formidable  competition,  the  Ben***! 
were  no  less  constantly  becoming  more  and  more  entangle^l 
cares  and  enjoyments  of  the  world.     They  estabU:<hcd  an  ill-ri- 
alliance  with  the  Templars,  with  the  Knightd  of  CalAtniva  ar 
C{m,luni,  and   with   five   other  orders  of  chivalry — an  tmhnl 
conipaiiion^hip,  which,  by  faniiliariaing  the  monks  with  lli>  v,  i  ■     , 
Bud  dissolnte  manners  of  these  new  brethren,  gradoally  com  niiuMr-i 
their  own. 

Weiilth  and  temporal  prosperity  were  no  lees  prolific  of  pvfl  in 
the  OnJer  of  St  Benedict  than  in  other  societies  in  whicli 
enervating  influence  has  Iseen  felt.    But  on  the  monks  they  iiii' 
a  pecidiar  disaster.     For  their  riches  tempted  tha  chief  sovh 
of  Europe  to  usurp  the  patronage  of  the  religious  houses ;  au>i  tn 
tnmgfer  the  government  of  them  from  abbota  elected  by  the  eha|»< 
tors,  to  abbota  appointed  by  the  king. 

The  grant  of  these  conventual  benofiocs  in  cf>mmeftdain,  was  ooA 
of  those  abu^s  in  the  Chuirh.  wliich  yii-lded  to  nn  refiinn  until  Hm 
Church  hewfLf  and  her  abiosea  were  swept  away  tr-gr-tlier.  hy  Lha 
torrent  of  the  French  Revolution,  It  wns,  hnwever,  a'practice  in 
favour  of  which  the  most  venerable  antiquity  miyht  bo  allt'j,»wl 
From  the  L-arliest  times  churches  had  bwn  placod  undar  a  kiii^l  f 
tutelage  between  the  death  of  the  incumbent  and  tite  ap[KMnti!>-  :;t 
of  hU  ftncc««8or.  But  it  not  rarely  happened  that  when  the  rK'n-xl 
of  this  spiritual  pianlian-^hip  was  over,  the  tutor  had  boeon»«-  too 
much  enainonrod  of  his  ward,  and  possessed  too  murh  iufluenci*  with 
tho  great,  to  acquiesce  in  a  separation  from  hor.  In  such  oases,  the 
commendatory,  aided  by  some  ill-fed  stipendiary  curate,  assumed  all 
;.th6  privile^*a  and  iuimunitiM  of  a  ainecurisl 

Yet  it  was  not  ncccaaary  to  rely  on  any  vulgar  namaa  in  c 


THE  TBVSrcn  BEyBDTCTINBS. 


er  in  extonuatioo  of  tliis  tuage.  The  great  Athanasius  himself  held 
tt  bishopric  in  commendam,  in  addition  to  his  see  of  Alexandm. 
Neither  wore  thoy  vulgar  namfia  by  whom  it  was  condemned.  HUde- 
bnuid.  Innocent  III.,  and  tho  Fathers  of  Trent,  rivalled  each  other 
in  dcnu Delations  of  tho  abuse ;  and  wero  cordially  seoondM  by 
Philippe  Augusto,  by  St  Louis,  and  even  by  Francia  I.  Papal, 
srnoiial,  and  royal  decrees  proveil,  however,  too  feeble  t«  chw^k  an 
abuse  so  tfimptang  to  royal  and  aarardotal  cupidity.  The  French 
Idntra  converted  ihe  splendid  monastery  of  Fontevrault  into  an  ap- 
■  for  a  long  succession  of  royal  or  noble  liuiies.  The  abliey  of 
:  luain-detr-Prt^  also  was  given  in  commeiulam  by  Louis  the 
Ivic'tiimtr?!,  to  a  biahup  of  Poiutiers  ;  by  Eudcs  to  bi.s  brother 
Robert,  a  layman  ;  and  at  length,  by  Louis  XIII.,  to  a  widow  of  tho 
Duke  of  Lorraine — which  is  much  as  though  the  mastership  of 
Truiity  College,  Cambridge,  had  been  given  to  the  widow  of  tho 
Kl-  t'T  Palatine. 

l-'-.iriug  the  progress  of  this  decay,  there  was  no  laclc  of  reformers, 
or  of  reforms  of  the  llenftdicti^^o  Order.  lint  the  corrupting  proved 
too  strong  for  the  renovating  power ;  and  their  docUno  proceeded 
without  any  real  check  until,  in  the  year  1614,  Bon  ^'icholas  Benard 
IwcMme  a  member  of  tho  congregation  of  St  Maur. 

Benard  wss  one  of  those  reformers  to  whom  it  is  given  to  inno- 
Tat«,  al  once  in  the  spirit  of  the  institution  which  they  desiio  to 
imptore.  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  the  improvement  is 
lo  oe  mado.  His  obji^^t  was  to  bring  back  his  Onler  to  tho  dutifnl- 
Dfiaa,  the  industry,  and  the  self-renuueiatiou  enjoined  by  Benedict. 
HiA  r^iuediiil  proe<->ss  cunslsted  in  conducting  Uiem,  by  exhortation 
anr)  bv  bis  owu  e.vimple.  to  the  culture  of  those  studies  which  were 
h>  liest  esteem  in  Franc*  in  the  reigns  of  the  thirtwnth  and 

o:  1  :  .:c6nth  Louis.  In  thotte  times  do  seeds  of  science  or  litcra- 
taiv  could  be  sown  in  that  favoured  land  without  yielding  an  abund- 
ant increase.  Tho  reason  of  ttiia  redundant  fertility  at  that  particular 
eta,  no  hiiitorian  can  explain  and  no  psychologist  can  coujecturo. 
liut,  like  the  other  promoters  of  learning  in  his  age,  Benard  soon 
f'iund  himuslf  followed  and  surrounded  by  a  band  of  scholars,  who 
joinM  with  him  in  the  succes^fnl  culture  of  all  historical,  antiquarian, 
and  critical  knowkiige.  With  thsir  aid  ho  restored  one  of  the  chief 
houAcholih)  of  tho  great  Benedictine  race  to  even  more  than  their 
pristine  glory. 

During  the  seventeenth  century  one  hundred  and  Ave  writers  in 
the  coDgrpgation  of  St  Maur  (then  established  at  St  German-dea- 
Vrh)  divide^l  amnng  them  this  harvest  of  literary  reno^vn.  A  com- 
plete coUeclioa  of  their  works  voold  Sarm  a  huge  and  very  valuablo 
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library ;  as  may  indeed  be  infumd  frozQ  a  bale  emmMtation  of  Am 
books  of  tlie  uarlicr  and  later  FutherB,  which  Ui^  repabliahed.  Ainaa| 
them  are  tho  best  editions  which  the  world  hiu  seen  of  tbe  writiap 
uf  Hi  Gregory-  the  Great,  of  Lan&anc,  Basil,  Cemaxd.  Aziiet^ 
Augustine,  CBaeioJonis,  Ambrose,  HiUry,  Jerome,  AihAaansi^ 
Ui'egory  of  Tours,  Lrenieim,  Chr\'t(0«tom,  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  Tefr 
tiiUiiLu,  JuHtin,  and  Origcn  ;  to  which  must  be  added  tlieir  evlilioe 
of  Josephus. 

But  it  would  be  08  eas}-  to  form  an  image  of  the  Grecian  eaa^ 
&om  the  catalu;,'U0  of  the  ships,  as  to  conceive  aiight  of  tbe  Beat- 
dictiiies  of  8t  MaiiT  from  an  ennineraticin  of  th«:*tr  {mblications  tad 
of  the  names  of  the  authors  of  thetn.  To  exhibit  some  slight  skeich 
of  that  great  Heniiiiary  as  it  existed  in  its  days  of  itplcjidotir,  it  f*  Dfr- 
oessary  to  confine  oiur  attention  to  the  Achilles  of  their  li  ra 

whom  all  the  rest  reve-reU  as  their  great  example,  and  at-i.  :  ^-d 
by  aixtamiilioii  as  thfir  head. 

The  Life  of  Mabillon  has  been  written  by  Ruinart,  hia  affieetionats 
pupil ;  by  Ilom  Kilipf;  le  Cerf,  tho  historiographer  of  the  congn^ 
tion ;  and  more  recently  by  SI.  Chavin  do  Malan.  To  the  Iwa  of 
those  biogmpheni  we  are  largely  indebted  for  much  raluable  inform- 
ation. But  a  compMiion  at  once  more  instructive  and  proToking,  or 
a  guide  less  worthy  of  conhdenee,  never  offered  himself  at  the  ootwC 
of  any  litemty  journey.  It  is  the  pleasure  of  iL  de  Malan  lo  qualify 
the  speculative  propensities  of  onr  own  age  by  the  blindfcBt  ciwliUity 
of  the  middle  ages.  He  is  at  the  some  moment  a  rhc^tohciaii  and  a& 
antiquarian  (as  a  dervish  dances  while  he  prays),  and  is  neTcr  aiti^ 
lied  with  iiivoHiigatitig  truth,  unless  he  can  also  embellish  and  odeni 
it.  Happily,  hnwcvir,  wcaro  not  dependent  on  hia  goidance.  Ail 
that  is  most  interesting  rcspe^Hing  ^labillon  may  be  gatbuced  front 
hia  own  letters  and  liis  works.  For  to  write  was  the  very  law  of  hi* 
existence ;  ami  from  youth  to  old  age  his  pen  nnceasini^Iy  jiUai 
those  happy  tasks,  of  which  the  interest  never  tEola,  and  liie  timo- 
quillity  can  never  be  disturbed. 

Jean  Mabillon  was  bom  at  tlio  village  of  St  Pierre  MocL  ia 
Champagne,  on  the  23nl  of  November,  163*2,  His  mother  did  not 
long  survive  his  birth  ;  but  Ruinart  congratulates  himself  on  having 
Been  Ktienno,  the  father  of  Jean,  at  tbe  age  of  105.  in  the  fnll  en- 
joyment of  all  his  mental  and  bodily  powers.  Jean  himself  wa> 
sent  by  liis  paternal  uncle,  the  cur^>  of  a  parish  near  Kbeima,  to  a 
collpjre  in  that  oity,  which,  on  his  retnm  homewards  from  tho  Coun- 
cil of  Trent,  tbe  celebrated  Cardin.al  of  I.jnTaine  had  founded  there 
for  the  education  of  clergymen.  The  habita  of  the  plai'f  well  bn«tD* 
ita  origin.     Except  while  addreesiog  their  teocheis,  tho  pupils  pasaecl 
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in  profound  Ftilmice  every  boiir  of  the  day  save  that  of  noon  ;  wlien 
they  amusud  themflelves  in  a  garden,  where,  as  we  road,  it  was  their 
cuattim,  many  hundred  timea  a  day,  to  aalute  a  conspicuous  image  of 
the  Virgin,  with  at»uranc<»i  uf  their  veneratioa  and  tbuir  love. 

WliAtever  may  have  been  the  eOecka  of  this  discipline  on  the 
chanctera  of  his  feUow-etudenU,  it  luouldod  the  mwk  and  quiet 
nature  of  Mabillon  into  the  exact  form  which  the  authors  of  it  re- 
garded as  the  most  perfect  Uc  Btirrcndorcd  up  his  will  to  theirs  ; 
and,  yielding  hia  whulu  houI  to  the  divine  ofticeH  of  his  college 
chapel,  became  so  fMnJliftf  with  tbem,  that  wlieii,  after  an  abeenca  i 
of  more  than  fifty  yean,  Buinart  knelt  U'side  him  tliorc,  he  heard  \ 
the  tlien  aged  man  repeat,  from  memory,  with  unerring  cxactneas, 
erety  prayer,  every  ceremonial,  and  every  sacred  melody  in  which 
ha  had  been  accustomed  to  olfer  up  the  devotions  of  his  youth. 

In  the  year  1603,  and  (to  use  the  chronologj'  of  tlie  cloister  and 
of  Oxford)  on  the  feast  of  the  I>ceoIUtion  of  St  John  the  Baptist, 
Mabillon  was  received  as  a  Postulant  at  the  Benedictine  monasteiy 
then  attached  to  the  cathedral  church  of  St  Kemy.  In  that  sublimo  [ 
edifice  his  imagination  had  long  before  been  entrance!  by  the  anti- 
cipated delights  of  a  life  of  devotional  retirement.  It  had  been  his 
single  indulgence,  while  at  college,  to  wander  thither  that  he  might 
Jitfton  to  the  choral  sirdina  as  they  rose,  and  Hooted,  and  di^  away 
lluoii^  the  recesses  of  those  long-drawn  aisles ;  and  there  had  lie 
often  proposed  to  himself  the  question,  whetlier  thi^  world  had  any- 
thing to  ol!er  »o  peaceful  and  so  pure  m  an  habitual  ministration  at 
those  hallowed  altars,  and  an  unbroken  fe^eent  of  the  heart  heaven- 
wards, on  the  wing3  of  those  unearthly  pjudmodiesl 

To  this  inquiry  hia  judgment,  or  his  feolinga,  still  returned  the 
•ame  anawer ;  &nd^  at  the  end  of  his  noWtiate,  he  gladly  pronounced 
those  irrevocable  vows  which  were  to  exclude  him  for  ever  from  all 
dfelighta  less  elevated  than  those  of  a  devotional  life.  He  had  not, 
iiowever,  long  to  await  the  proof  that  the  exclusive  use  of  thia , 
ethereal  dietary  is  unfriendly  to  the  health  both  of  thc90  gross  bodies  1 
of  oura,  and  of  the  aluggish  minds  by  which  they  oro  informed.  The 
lleah  revolted ;  and*  to  subdue  the  rebellion,  awetic  rigours  were 
nqnired.  nien  (alas  for  the  bathos !)  that  Xmaa  and  unfortunate 
Tiacus,  the  stomach,  racked  his  bead  witii  insutl'erable  pains,  Com- 
pelled at  length  to  fly  for  relief  to  a  Benedictine  convent  at  Nogent, 
he  there  wiothe'l  his  aehing  brows  by  traversing,  and  mourning  over, 
the  niins  which  the  tuii>ious  ravages  of  the  Huguenots  had  brought 
upon  the  mona«U<;  buildings.  Then  paaiing,  for  relief,  to  anothor 
monutary  at  Corbie,  he  recovered  his  health ;  tlirough  the  inter- 
oeesioa  of  St  Adelhard,  the  patron  saint  of  the  place,  as  he  piously 
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believed  ;  though  a  less  perfect  faith  might  havo  botn  l^mptpil  to 
ascribe  llie  cure  to  llie  active  oDipluyint-uts  in  the  open  air  iu  whidi 
the  abbot  of  Corbie  coinpelltKl  him  to  engage. 

Wilh  rcHtored  Lealtli,  MH>tilIun  was  next  tnmsfprrftl^  V*  t^- 
commanHs  of  his  Buperior,  to  the  royal  abbey  of  St  Denys  : 
to  act  M  curator  of  the  treaauros  wlueh  the  profancness  af  a  m.-i 
age  has  scattered  to  the  winds.  This  was  no  light  trust.  Anitilil 
counties  mnnuinents  of  the  tllnstrioui»  dead,  and  of  the  grt«t-ua« 
of  the  J'rerich  moniiK'iiy,  the  collfctioii  contiined  one  of  the  umu 
ia  which  the  aged  Simeon  had  raisod  the  infaiil  .Ti>f^u8  iu  the 
Tempio;  and  the  vory  hand  which  the  seeptical  Thomu  Lad 
atretched  out  to  touch  the  wounded  side  of  his  risen  Lord ! 

It  was  just  one  year  Iwfore  the  birth  of  Maliilloii,  that   the  erw- 
gregatiou  of  St  Maur  luid  taken  pos^jtwion  of  tlie  nioinwtcn 
1  fenuain-de*-Pre8  at  Pans.     At  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  St  1 
Doni  Luc  d'Achery,  a  Benedictine  monk,  was  engage*!  ot  8i  Gr*- 
main's,  in  one  of  those  gigantic  undertakings  to  which  Bciittnl  hud 
invited  hia  fraternity.     It  wa.^  a  eompilation  from  the  librarieA  of 
Frant'e  of  the  mow  rare  and   valuable  letteiv,   jioems,  tdiitrtor^    "  ^ 
cbronicle»s  relating  to  ecclesiastical  atiairs,  wliich  had  been  d«  j 
in  them  either  in  lator  or  remoter  ages.     Those  gleanings  (fot  iiir_} 
were   publiahed   under  the  name  of  Spicilegium)  exteudeil  ovci 
thirteen   quarto   volumes,      Such,   however,  were   the  Ixidily  in* 
lirmilies  of  the  compiler,  that  during  forty-live  years  he  bnd  never 
been  able  to  quit  the  infinuarv.     There  he  soothed  bis  occoisionAl 
£nt«rmit»)ionB  of  pain  aud  Btmly,  by  weaving  chnplela  of  llowers  for 
the  embellishment  of  the  altars  of  the  church  of  St  Oernmin**. 

For  the  relief  of  this  venerable  scholar,  IVIabillon,  then  in  hl» 
thirty-tifth  year,  was  withdrawn  from  hw  cliurgc  of  fit  iVnyg  to  St 
Gennaiu'd,  where  he  passed  the  whole  of  hie  remaining  life  in  the 
execution  of  that  series  of  works  which  have  placed  his  name  at 
the  head  of  the  romjK-titors  for  the  [Milm  of  erudition  iu  the  most 
erudite  nation  of  the  worUl,  at  the  period  of  her  greatest  eniiiMnN 
in  learning.  The  commencement  of  his  fame  was  laid  in  a  de- 
meanour still  more  admimble  for  self-denial,  humility,  and  loving- 
kinttness.  To  mitigate  the  auJl'erings  of  D'Achery.  and  to  adranc* 
his  honour,  bad  become  the  devoted  pnrjvnse  of  his  aflbctionat* 
assistant  Taking  bis  seat  at  the  feet  of  the  old  man,  Mubillon 
humoured  his  weakness,  etole  away  his  lassitude^  and  become  at 
once  hia  servant,  his  secretary,  bis  friend,  and  bis  confessor.  From 
the  reaources  of  hia  tar  deeper  knowledge,  guided  by  his  mucli 
larger  capacity,  he  enabled  D'Achery  to  complete  bis  Spicilegium, 
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■ — generously  leaving  him  in  poBsesBioD  of  the  undivided  honour  of 
thai  L'uutributioo  U>  the  literary  wealth  of  Fraace. 

Nor  was  this  the  greatest  of  the  self-sacritices  which  lie  made  to 
gratify  the  feelinga  of  the  agctl  antiqaarian.  Benai-d  and  the  other 
brethren  of  the  congrtigation  hatl,  from  their  first  settlement  at  St 
Germain's,  meditated  a  complete  history  of  their  Order.  During 
Ibrty  succe^ive  years  they  had  acciunulated  for  the  purpose  a  body 
of  materifds  of  ancb  variety  and  magnitude  as  to  extinguish  the 
Itopes  and  Imflic  the  exertions  of  all  ordinary  men.  Having  foimd 
ftt  length  in  Mabillon  one  fitted  to  "grapple  with  whole  libraries,'* 
they  committed  to  him  the  Titanic  labour  of  hewing  out  of  those 
rude  maiees  an  enduring  monument  to  the  glory  of  Benedict  and 
of  his  spiritual  progeny.  He  uudurtook  the  task  in  the  8i)irit  of 
obedienr-e  and  of  lovo.  In  the  printed  circular  letters  with  which 
be  ftoliciteil  the  aid  of  the  learned,  he  joined  the  name  of  D'Achery 
to  bis  own ;  and  kept  alive  the  same  trit-ndly  iiction  by  uniting 
their  namce  in  the  title-page  of  every  volume  of  thu  Acta  Sanutonuu 
Ordinis  Sancti  Xleuedicli  which  appeared  in  D'Achery's  lifetime. 

The  literary  annals  of  France,  although  aboumting  in  jirodigiee, 
Rcvrd  notliing  more  marvellous  than  ihe  composition  of  that  book 
by  a  singtt^  man,  in  the  midst  of  othnr  labours  of  almost  equal  mag- 
nitude. From  the  title  alone  it  might  be  inferred  that  it  was  a 
mere  collection  of  religious  biographies ;  and,  if  such  had  been  the 
iart.  ihoy  wlio  are  the  deepest  read  in  Roman  Catholic  hagiology 
■would  prolKibly  prefer  the  perusal  of  the  writers  of  ordinary  ro- 
manw ;  since,  with  hjss  iinjveronce  for  satjred  things,  they  an* 
luuidly  more  entertaining,  and  not  less  authentic.  For,  in  record- 
ing the  Uvea  of  tliose  whom  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Church  to 
bonour,  her  zeulous  children  regard  every  incident  redounding  to 
their  glnr,',  as  resting  on  so  tirm  and  broa<I  a  basis  of  ant-ecedent 
probability,  as  to  supersede  the  ueo^-s-sily  for  any  positive  evidence 
at  all ; — miy,  as  to  render  impious  the  qiH«tioniiig  of  any  such 
teotiuioidcs  aa  may  happen  to  bo  cited,  even  wliftn  they  are  the 
moat  suspicious  and  ei^uivucal.  Tliis  argument  frnm  prnbability  is 
especially  insi«>ted  on,  when  any  such  occurrences  are  alleged  as 
mimcalous — that  ib,  as  improbable— for,  if  probable,  they  cease  to 
be  miracles.  Of  these  probable  improlmbititiax,  few  writers  are 
better  persua^Ied,  or  more  profuse,  than  Mabillon. 

But  apart  from  the  extravagancies  of  his  inonkisli  legends,  and 
in  despite  of  them  all.  Mabillou'a  book  will  live  in  perpetul  honour 
and  rememhranco  as  the  great  and  incxbauatiblo  reservoir  of  know- 
ledge respecting  the  eocleaiaatical,  religious,  and  monastio  history 
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of  the  Ttiiddlo  ages;  and,  thpreforo,  though  incidentallr,  wspectl 
the  secular  condition  and  intellectual  character  of  miuikind  dur 
that  polled.  In  those  nine  folios  lie,  in  ordf  riy  method  and  chrono 
gictJ  arrangement,  vast  ficciimiilationB  of  authentic  facts,  of  cnrio 
ducumeuts,  and  of  learned  di^uisitions ;  like  some  rich  geologicBl 
deposit,  from  which  the  GenJua  of  history  may  herpafter  rai—  ■■■■ 
and  irradiato  tho  matoriala  of  a  philoaophicol  Bun'ey  of  the  ii 
tionH,  habite,  aud  opinioits  which  hare  been  tnmsroittfMl  froni  iii<>m< 
remote  generatioiut  to  our  own.  Thence  also  may  be  readily  disin- 
terred pictureacpio  narrattv<w  without  end ;  and  inexhanstihlc  dis- 
nlosurea  both  of  the  strength  and  of  the  weakness  of  the  humin 
heart. 

Not  will  this  knowledge  be  found  in  the  state  of  rnde  and  nn- 
organised  matter.  MubiUon  was  not  a  mere  compiler ;  but  vna  alao 
ft  leamed  theologian,  and  a,  oritic  and  Kcholar  of  the  first  order. 
WTien  emancipated  from  the  shackles  of  hnman  authority,  ho  knnr 
hnw  to  take  a  wide  sun'cy  of  the  affairs  of  men,  and  could  sketdl 
their  progress  from  age  to  age  with  a  free  and  powerful  hanil  To 
each  volume  which  he  lived  to  complete,  he  atlAched  a  pre&toiy 
survey  of  the  epoch  to  which  it  referred ;  and  those  ProlflgoBMUi 
if  republished  in  a  detached  form,  wonld  cnstitute  such  >  nmew 
of  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  that  perplexing  period,  as  no  other 
writer  has  yet  given  to  tho  world.  It  would,  indeed,  be  Inetd 
throughout  upon  aesumptioiis  which  the  Protestant  Chttrchea  wlA 
ono'voice  eontmdict.  But  if,  for  the  immediate  purpose,  those  ••• 
flumptioua  were  concealed,  the  reader  of  such  a  work  would  find 
}iimsB]f  in  possession  of  all  the  great  controversies  which  agitated 
tho  Christian  world  during  several  centuries  ;  and  of  the  best  aolo- 
tions  of  which  they  are  apparently  susceptible.  Nor  is  it  an 
licant  addition  to  their  other  merits,  that  the  Latin  in  which 
ponderona  Tomee  are  written,  if  often  such  aa  Cicero  wo^d 
rejected,  ia  yet  better  adapted  than  the  purest  Cicaroni&n  styles  ! 
the  easy  and  unambiguous  communication  of  thought  in  mode 
time« — the  phraseology  and  the  grammar,  thow  of  the  Court ; 
Augustus ;  the  idioms  and  structure  of  the  sentences,  not  Mid 
thoee  of  the  Court  of  Louis  Quntorrc. 

Id  the  reign  of  that  roost  orthodox  Prince,  to  have  given 
to  any  fact  on  which  the  Chnrt^h  had  not  set  the  seal  of  her  i 
bility  was  hazardous  ;  much  more  so  to  dissent  from  any  feet  ■' 
her  authority  had  sanctioned.     Yot  even  this  heavy  charge  w»a 
ferred  against  Mabillon  by  some  of  his  Benedictine  brethren, 
a  general  chapter  of  the  Order.      Among  the  uinta  of  wbrnn 
fraternity  boasted,  there  were  some  whose  relation  to  the  Order  ha  1 
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disputed  ;  some  whose  olaims  to  huving  lived  snd  di(^  in  the  oJaar 
of  Mnctitj  ho  had  r^ccted ;  some  wbow  very  exUtence  ho  had 
denied.  So  at  least  we  undenitjuid  the  accusation.  Uis  untiigoniste 
maintaineil  thui  it  trns  culpable,  thus  to  sacritice  the  wLiticution  of 
the  faithful  to  a  fastidioiu  regard  fur  historical  evidence ;  and  in- 
jurious, thuii  to  abandon  a  part  of  the  glories  of  their  sooiety, 
which,  by  mere  silence,  mi^bt  have  be«n  maintained  innoUte. 
Among  those  who  invoked  the  crtnsuro  of  their  auperiora  on  the 
noklew  audacity  of  MabUlon's  critical  inquiriett,  the  forumost  was 
Dom  I^hillippe  Bostide  ;  and  to  him  Miibiilon  addressed  a  defence, 
in  every  line  of  which  \ua  meekae-sa  and  liid  love  of  truth  beauti- 
fully Italonce  and  soatain  each  other. 

"  I  have  evor  been  persiuidod,"  he  aaya,  "that  in  claiming  for  tlieir 
Onler  houours  not  justly  due  to  it,  moniutic  men  ufTund  against  the 
modesty  of  the  Gospel  as  ^cvously  as  any  person  who  arrogates  to 
himsolf  individually  a  ment  to  which  he  is  not  really  entitled.  To 
pretend  that  this  is  allowable  because  the  praise  is  desiral,  not  for 
tlia  monk  himaelf,  but  for  liis  Order,  seema  to  niB  no  better  than  a 
specious  pretext  for  the  diiiguise  of  vatiity.  Thotigh  dJapoeed  to 
many  bults,  I  must  declare  that  I  have  ever  had  on  insuperable 
aversion  to  this ;  and  that  therefore  I  have  been  scrupulous  in  in- 
quiring who  are  the  saints  really  belonging  to  my  own  Order.  It  is 
certain  that  some  have  been  erroneouidy  attribulMl  to  it,  either  from 
the  almost  oniveisal  desire  of  extolling,  without  bounds,  the 
brotherhood  of  which  we  are  members,  or  on  account  of  some  oh- 
flcurity  in  the  relations  which  have  been  already  published.  The 
moet  upright  of  our  writers  have  made  this  acknowleilgment ;  nor 
have  the  Fathers  Yebez  and  Menard  hesitnted  to  redune  the  num- 
ber of  our  saints  by  omitting  those  whom  they  thought  inadmi^ 
Bible.  1  thought  myself  also  entitled  to  make  a  reesonabla  use  of 
this  freedom ;  though  with  all  the  caution  which  could  be  recoucilad 
with  reverence  for  truth.  I  commit  the  defence  of  my  work  to  the 
Divine  Providence.  It  was  not  of  my  own  will  that  I  engaged  on 
H,  My  brethren  did  me  the  honour  to  assign  the  teak  to  me  ;  and 
if  they  think  it  right,  I  shall  cheerfully  roaign  the  completion  of  it 
to  any  one  whose  zaol  may  be  at  once  more  ardent  and  meat  «n- 
lightened  than  my  own." 

In  the  r>enediutiiie  conclave  the  cause  of  hiatorlcal  6delity 
triuniphod,  though  not  without  a  long  and  painful  discuseion.  In 
proof  of  the  toucliing  candour  which  Mabillon  exhi>til«d  as  a  con- 
troversialist, we  are  told  that  he  Epontaneoualy  pulili^hod  one  of 
the  naay  diuertationfi  against  his  book,  to  manifest  his  esteem  and 
cflbotioa  &r  the  anthor  of  i^      £at  beflon  aubscnfaing  to  thia 
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eulogiun,  one  would  vrisK  to  examine  the  arrow  whirli  lie  this 
winged  for  a  flight  against  his  own  bosom.  Rcduse  as  he  vtsa.  tw 
wa»  a  Krenntmmn  Htill ;  and  uiay  have  quietly  ei^oyed  n  titti« 
pleasantry  even  at  the  expense  of  a  friend — for  he  was  u  nuin  ut  « 
eoitinl  spirit,  and  not  altogether  unskilled  in  those  arts  b/  which 
society  is  umnsed  and  animated. 

The  sick  chamber  of  D'Achcry  was,  however,  tho  only  wlon  U 
which  he  could  uxert  thotie  t&leuUt.  There,  fur  the  gratiticatinn  dC 
his  aged  friecd,  and,  doubtlees,  for  his  own,  he  was  acoutjlomcd  oft 
certain  evcninga  to  entertain  a  circle  of  scholai-s  devoted,  like  thns- 
eelves,  to  antiipariau  reeeaiches.  The  hotels  of  Paris  in  ln8  lUyi 
were  thronged  with  more  brilliant  ogsemblios, — even  as,  in  our  own 
timee,  reunions  of  greater  arifitocratic  dignity  haro  adorned  that 
Faubourg  of  St  Germain  in  which  the«e  gatherings  of  tlio  h-amaii 
took  place.  Kut  neither  tho  Bourbon  I-ili(«  nor  the  Inij^L-rul 
Eagles  ever  protected  a  80i;iely  more  diatijiguislied  by  tho  extt'iii  uid 
depth  of  the  knowkuige  they  were  ahlo  to  interchange.  In  thai 
ill-funiiithed  dormitory  of  the  decrepit  monk,  might  be  even  Da. 
Cange,  reposing  for  a  nioineut  from  hisacnitiny  into  all  the  langnage* 
and  histories  of  mankind  ;  and  Kaluze,  rich  in  inexhauAtible  stozv*  of 
feudal  and  eocleaiasticad  learning ;  and  D'HerWot,  unrivalled  ib 
oriental  hteruture ;  and  Fieury,  in  whom  tho  Church  uf  Rom«  i^ 
veree  the  most  pctiect  of  her  annalists ;  and  Adrian  do  Vulois,  whoMft 
sujN^rlative  skill  in  deciphering  the  remains  of  the  first  di.'ua^ltus  of 
France  was  so  amusingly  combined  with  almost  equal  skill  in  liod- 
ing  fault  with  his  own  generation,  as  to  provoke  an  oocasional  emil* 
even  in  tlie  must  thoughtlul  of  tliuse  grave  countenancca  ;  and,  mom 
eminent  tlian  all  the^e,  Fi-n^lon,  then  basking  in  tho  noon  of  rojal 
favour,  and  Bojwuet,  in  the  meridian  of  his  genius,  Ijuth  of  whom,  if 
not  habitual  guests  at  tho  monastery,  lived  in  an  aire<:*tionale  oua- 
fidence  with  Afabillon,  which  they  were  unable  to  maintain  with 
each  other. 

^or  were  these  the  only  relations  which  he  had  formed  with  th« 
world  beyond  his  convent  walls.  The  Jesuits,  the  BoUandiatd  of 
Antwerp,  and  the  chroniclers  of  the  Carthusian  and  Cistercian 
fttttemities,  eolicited  his  aid  in  their  various  literary  pursuits. 
Ij('ibuitj!  applied  to  him  for  intelligence  regarding  the  Ilouou  tif 
Brunswick ;  and  even  Madame  de  la  ValliBro  sued  for  his  intont 
to  procure  for  one  of  her  kindred  advancement  in  tliat  world  Cron 
which  she  had  herself  retired  to  penitential  solitude.  Like  olhtt 
lominariea  in  the  same  literary  firmament,  he  was  now  followed  by 
his  attendant  satellites  ;  nor  was  hia  orbit  seldom  disturbed  by  the  tot 
cJtfse  vicinity  of  the  bodies  amidst  which  he  was  constxuuod  to  puk 
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tie  thpological,  or  rather  the  conventual,  worlr!  was  at  that  time 
•i^^uUhJ  by  a  tuntruvorsy,  in  which  the  givat  eulugiut  ol'  tho  Bcae- 
dicliiiy  S)Liut3  could  not  have  declineJ  to  interfere  without  some  Iobs 
nf  h'liour,  and  uonie  aliandnnnK'nc  ai'  tlm  rause  of  wliirh  he  had  be- 
[|io  illuBti-ioud  advooat^\  It  related  to  the  aulhorAhip  of  the 
'  lie  liuitutiono  Cbristi," — of  all  uiiinspiied  writings  incom- 
tbly  the  most  jxipulnr,  if  tho  jwpuliirity  of  books  may  be  inftjired 
l>m  the  continuance  and  extent  of  their  circulation.  That  it  was 
Trrilt**n  ftith.T  in  the  fourtcp^nth,  or  at  the  comnienoowient  ol"  tha 
fiftet^Dth,  cenlniy,  was  a  well-a^jccTtained  fact ;  and  that  the  author 
vas  a  monk  might  be  confidently  inferred  from  internal  evidence. 
Cut  was  he  Thuiiui^  a.  Kempi?,  one  of  the  r<?gular  canons  of  Mout 
St  Aiineu,  near  Zwol '{  or  was  he  the  Benedictine  Jean  Gerscn  ? 
""  A  as  the  point  at  issue ;  and  with,  what  learning,  zeal,  and 
>'nmco  it  was  debated,  is  well  known  to  all  the  curious  in 
matters ;  and  may  be  learned  by  others  from  the  notice 
efix''d  by  lliuilJiers  to  his  edition  of  the  posthumous  works  of 
It  is  only  eo  far  as  liis  pen  waa  diverted  from  its 
£\   I   .  toils  by  this  protractwl  waifaje,  that  we  ai-e  concerned 

11  at  pPftaent. 

[Towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  a  Flemish  printer,  then 

□g  at  Paris  (Joducus  lindius  Asceutiiis  was  his  Latinised  imme)^ 

kbliislied  two  editions  of  the  "  De  Imitatione,"  in  which  Thomas,  of 

i  viUage  of  Kemp,  in  the  diocc-sc.  of  Cologne,  was,  for  the  lirst  time, 

Qouuct'd  as  the  author.     Frauds  de  Tol,  or  Tub.  a  German,  in  two 

her  editions,  followed  this  example  ;  and  was  himself  followed  by 

matiu!4,  a  Jesuit, — in  roliance,  an  he  said,  ou  certain  manuscript;} 

F  the  work  in  the  handnTiling  of  Thomas  k  Kempis,  then  to  bo  seen 

1  Aii!wt.'q>  and  Louvain. 

Hii(  'u  ihe  year  IGIO,  Constantine  Cajitano,  a  Benedictine  monk, 

yi-.i  -t  Home  anoth&r  edition,  in  the  title-yiafjie  of  w^hicb  Gersen 

V.  d  to  he  tlie  author  ;  partly  on  the  atilhonty  of  a  luanu- 

it  ib»'  Jesuits*  Cnlle^*  at  Arorui,  and  partly  in  deference  to  tha 

_.  L  lit  of  Cardinal  Bvllunniue^ 

i£jjuud  Cajilanu  rallied  all  the  champions  of  tlie  Cersenian  cause. 
The  iKiTtiHims  of  lliomai!  ^  Kempis  found  an  e<[ually  zealous  Icider 
in  this  person  of  Kitsweid,  a  Jesuit*  Ijellannine,  hinist:!!'  a  memlier 
of  the  fiamo  cuiupauy,  was,  as  the  Kempista  niuintaincii,  induced  by 
Itosweid  to  abandon  the  Geisenian  standard.  ITie  Benedictines,  on 
ibo  ci.iitiuTT,  assert  tliat  the  Cardinal  never  deserted  it  at  all,  nor 
ever  gave  in  his  j.dhei!iou  to  their  adversaries  except  by  pronouncing 
Ui«  wunls,  "  Aft  you  mil,"  iti  oi-der  lo  silence  the  imporlujuties  witk 
vhich  the  auxiuu^  Kumpists  were  disturbing  his  dying  bed. 

17 
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WhateTCT  the  fact  may  bo  regarding  Bellttnnino's  latest  ofnaiei^ 
the  next  chieftain  who  appears  on  this  bnttle-iieltJ  is  Fraricb 
■WaldogTttTe;  who,  ■with  true  Krighsh  iiertinatity  and  par1^ 
traversed  tlio  Continent,  to  bring  up  to  (."ajitauo  a  vast  rt-^^  . 
inent  oi'  niauuscrii)ts,  pictures,  und  other  proofs  colI«:tfd  fn.uD  iH 
the  Gorman,  Swiss,  and  Italian  abbeys.  Missiles  from  citlirr  nl» 
darkened  the  air ;  wht'n,  between  Uiu  combntants.  app*.iuvd  tl« 
majestic  form  of  Rinhelit'U  himself,  who,  having  muploypd  tW 
Toj-al  press  at  the  Louvre  to  print  off  a  new  editioD  of  the  "Dt 
Imitatione,"  eu.joywi  at  once  tJie  honour  of  being  solicited  by  th 
dispntiints  on  either  aide  for  his  anthoritative  Fuffrai;;f%  and  Um 
pleasure  of  diaappointing  both,  by  maintaining  to  the  last  a  di^^^ 
ned  neutrahty. 

On  tlie  df-ath  of  Ro*weid,  the  commander  of  the  Ki-mptsts.  hii 
baton  passed  to  Fronteau,  a  n-guhir  canon,  who  ^igiudii^d  his  ai^ei* 
sion  Ui  the  toniniand  by  a  work  called  "Thomas  Vindicatus."  Tliiit 
for  the  first  time,  drew  into  the  field  the  congregation  of  iSt  Mura, 
who,  by  their  champion  Dom  Quatremaire,  threw  dovra  the  gnuulM 
in  the  fonn  of  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Getsen  Aswrtus."  It  w»s  tnkua 
up  by  llm  JuBuit,  George  Ueser,  the  author  of  what  he  caUad 
"  Dioplm  Kcrapensis,"  Tlmt  blow  was  parried  by  Quatrenuuiv,  ia  a 
publication  to  which  he  gave  the  title  of  "  Gerson  itemm  AsMrtni." 
And  then  the  literary  combatants  were  both  aurpriaed  and  aLonned 
to  leara  that  the  Prevot  of  Paris  considered  their  feuil  as  dnnt-rrow 
to  the  peace  of  that  most  exctlable  of  cities ;  and  that  they  cxKiM 
DO  Icmgerbe  permitted  to  ehed  ink  with  impnnity  in  the  caoMof 
either  claimant. 

Tims  the  controversy  was  transferred  to  the  safe  arbitrament  «f 
Harky,  the  archbishop  of  that  8ee ;  who,  having  no  oth^-r  qualifr> 
cation  for  the  task  tliau  the  dignity  he  <UTive<I  from  hie  mitrv,  cofr 
Tened  at  hiiii  palace  a  solemn  council  of  the  learned,  which.  und« 
his  own  presidency,  was  to  investigat*  the  pretensions  of  Tbonui 
and  of  Gersen.  Of  tJiis  conrlave  Mabillon  was  a  member ;  and, 
after  much  deliberation,  they  pronounced  a  sentence  which  afhrnnd 
the  title  nf  Gereen  to  the  honour  of  having  written  thiji  itvia* 
inemomble  treatitsc. 

An  ultimate  appeal  to  public  opinion  lie«  against  all  mljudirniions 
let  who  will  be  the  author  of  them  ;  and  in  dno  season  the  K«thir 
Test«lette  made  that  ajip^ml  again.^t  the  decision  of  the  arrjiiepitiriipal 
palace,  in  the  form  of  a  book  entitled  "  Vindiciie  Kempe:  ' ch 

drew  from.  Mabillon  Ida  "  Animadversiones "  on  llie  u  .  -4 

Teatelftte.     A  truce  of  ten  years  followed ;   after  whii'h  *iiiuth« 
oouucil  was  held,  undor  the  pruaidency  of  Du  Cungu ;  and  altko%'h 
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they  proDoucced  qo  formal  sentence,  yet  the  general  incUnation  and 
tendency  of  their  opmiona  appears  to  have  been  licwtUe  to  the  claims 
of  Garson, — which  have  ever  since  Ijeen  regarded  by  the  beat  judgea 
vith  Btupicion,  if  not  with  dwfavour. 

Agitat'-il  by  this  veheuit?nt  dispute,  and  moitnuDg  the  silence  of 
ker  iaiklhble  head,  the  Koinan  Catholic  Cliun^h  wua  at  length  re- 
Jo&cod  to  repose  in  the  oracular  dictum  of  St  P'rancifi  de  Sale^  who 
dec-lurtM]  that  the  authorehip  was  to  be  ascribed  neither  to  Thomas 
H  Kt'iupis  nor  to  Gereeu,  but  to  him  by  whoso  inspiration  the  Scrip- 
tures Lhem»elved  had  been  written  ! 

It  id  prububly  on  account  of  the  darknass  of  the  regions  through 

wlurb  thi>y  pa&^  tltat  antiiparians,  philolof^stti,  and  theologians  are 

much  addicted  to  use  their  pons  as  belli^rent  weapons.    Though 

most  pcaoeful  of  mankiud,  AlabiUon,  while  waging  war  with  tho 

ipisto  on  one  fiauk,  waa  eiiga>;ed  in  a  contest  not  less  arduous 

with  Uie  Bollanttista  on  the  other.     Papebroch,  one  of  the  moBt 

^earned  of  that  learned  body,  had  published  a  bouk  ou  the  art  of 

vuriTviug  the  chartera  and  otiier  ancient  public  acta  dejxtbited  in  the 

:s  archives  of  JCuropc.     In  1681  Mabillon  answered  him  in  a 

,;e  "  De  Be  Diplomatic^."     After  laying  down  rules  for  distin- 

the  false  inHtrmneate  from  the  true,— rules  derived  from 

Icmn  of  the  character,  the  colour  of  the  ink,  the  nature  of  the 

'pennuuiship,  ilie  aiyle  and  orthograpliy  of  tlio  instrument,  the  dat«8, 

Maid,  and  subecriptions, — be  prociwded  to  show,  by  more  tlinn  200 

exaniplea,  how  his  laws  might  be  appUt^nl  as  a  test ;  and  how,  by  the 

.  apphcation  of  that  test,  the  manuAcripts  on  which  Papebroch  chiefly 

iiabed  might  be  shown  to  be  valueless.     \\'hutever  may  be  thought 

of  the  interest  of  this  dispute  (which,  however,  involves  queationa 

of  the  very  higliLOit  pmclical  im]>urULni;n),  no   one  probably  will 

nftd  vith  inditterence  the  answer  of  Papebroch  to  his  fomiidabls 

antagonist :-  - 

**  I  usniu  you,"  he  says,  "  that  the  only  satisfaction  which  I  retain 
ID  having  written  at  all  on  this  subject  is,  that  it  has  induced  yoti 
to  write  so  cunsummale  a  wurk.     I  confer  tlitit  1  felt  some  pain 
when  I  tint  rvad  it,  at  Ending  myself  refuted  iu  a  manner  so  oon- 
dufiivf^.     But  the  utility  and  the  Iniauty  of  your  trciitise  have  at 
length  got  the  l>ettx^r  of  my  wi'^knosa;  and  in  the  joy  of  contem- 
plating the  troth  exhibited  in  a  light  so  transparL-ut,  I  called  on  my 
feUow-«tudent  here  to  partake  of  my  own  admiration.     You  need. 
bare  no  difficulty,  tlieivl'ore,  iu  sUiing  publicly,  whenever  it  may  fall 
in  yoar  way,  that  1  entirely  atlopt  and  concur  in  your  opinions." 
While  I'apelirocli,  tliUH  graci-fiilly  lowering  hi»  lance,  retired  fmin 
by  Father  (ietmonj  another  Jesuit ; ' 
17  • 
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armed  with  two  duodecizQO  volumes,  ondertook  to  suhvert  the  out 
Beiicdictiiio  science.    His  main  asKiulL  vihs  aimed  at  the  tusxy 
pervading  Mabillon'a  book,  lliat  the  authenticity  and  the  ii' 
of  an  ancient  charter  were  the  saiiiw.    Uc  KiiSK'«*Ifd  lliat  fcr; 
a  very  wido-spread  art.  and  had  probid>Iy  tlimrished  wirh    ; 
rignur  in  remote  and  ignorant  agos.     Mabillon  waa  c^intent  ; 
llmt  throughout  his  extensive  ruewircliuH,  ]iv  liad  ucvt-r  f<uin>l 
of  any  such  iinpoBlurG.     Ilia  disciples  assailed  ibf  scL-pticaJ  ' 
by  fur  moi«  <:liibopnte  hostilities.    In  oiio  form  or  anoihrp  tb. 
lifls  d<'i!nmici<'d  to  our  own  tiniea.     At  Ibe  comiueucyuieut  < 
tho  Beventfcutb  c't-'ntury,  in  France,  it  yielik'il  (as  wbiit  Fn-u 
pute  will  not  yield?)  some  choice  entcrlainnient,     llio  Jeemit.  H>^ 
donin,  fcHticijating  our  contfinporarj',  Stranw,  resolved  till  '^  -* 
ancient  iiiPtriinienta,  imd  witli  tliem  a  large  part  of  the  ren. 
antiquity,  into  so  many  monkish  and  mythical  InreiitioiiM.     i  iiia. 
he  det'lnred  that  llie  odts  of  Honwc  wore  written  iu  some  P^cnodiCtiM 
monastery  ',  and  that  Lalage  beraelf  was  nolhinj,'  mure  than  a 
isb  poetical  symbol  of  the  Chritftiau  failli.     AVhithvr  such   ' 
t«udMl  llardouin  clearly  onouitb  perceived;  but  ho  sbell<'Tt 
self  by  ofTmng  up  bis  thanks  to  (ioil  that  be  bad  been  di  - 
human  faitli,  in  order  (aH  he  mu\)  that  ibo  total  want  of  it  uii^iil 
impnivo  finrl  gtrcnf^lhen  Iiis  divine  faith.     Uoileau's  remark  r.n  f>p 
occiuiion  was  still  hotter:  "I  have  no  gi'eat  fancy  for  mon 
B3td,  "  yot  I  should  he  glad  to  have  known  Brother  Donice  tLi 
VirgU.'' 

Father  Anaoreon  might  have  been  recognised  by  the  grmit  MtiiM 
in  the  peraou  of  the  reverend  Armand  Jean  In  BoutbiUicr  di^  : 
■who,  having  been  uppoiiilcil,  at  the  age  of  ten,  to  a  cnn^'i  *  -     ■    -    ■% 
"Bame,  Iwcame,  in  leaa  than  three  years  after^ratds,  the-  » 

now  edition  of  the  Anacroontic  Odc«, — a  wurk  of  nndi 
in  it*  way ;  though  it  must  not  be  conwaleil  that  the  ■. 
■was  happy  iu  the  possession  of  a  leamMl  tutor,  as  well 
ful  jpatrons  ;  for  liichelieu  was  bis  godfather  and  kinsi 
bis  friend,  Marie  de  Medicis  his  protoctor,  Francis  dp  li.i .   > 
■wanls  airhbiiiliop  cf  Paris)  the  associate  of  bis  youlbni!   :.  ^   ' 
})c  Ittitz  his  inainii;toi  in  intrigue  and  politics.     ]  '-S 

the  held  and  at  the  Sorlwnne,  De  Ranc<  would  or  ■  ' 

a«ide  his  hunting  frock  fur  his  cassock, ^saying  to  Hariay, 
oe  matin  precher  comrae  un  angc,  ce  soir  ehasser  comuie  im  •: 
The  pujiil  of  the  coadjutor  was.  of  course,  howt'ver,  un  eTc*ore  usi 
on  odence  to  Mazarin  ;  and  being  banished  by  him  to  S'eri-  •  ''  * 
vciierahlu  archde;ii'.on  and  doctor  in  divinity  (such  were  i. 
digoities)  couveitod  his  chateau  there  into  no  luxurious  a  ir. !•■•■. 
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i  the  eardinal  himself  might  have  looked  with  envy  on  the 

Bxile. 

The  spirit  of  this  exiraonliuuiy  churchman  was,  howcTcr,  destined 
to  andergo  a  cbaiige,  immediate,  linal^  and  complete  Dc  la  Koqud 
[elates  that  having  hurried  bo  an  interview  with  a  lady  of  whom  he 
tru  enamoured,  he  found  her  stnitchtnl  in  her  shroud — a  disfigured 
sorpse.  ^fart-jllier's  story  is  that  his  lifu  was  saved  hy  tlie  mboimd 
pf  a  musket-ball  from  a  pouch  attached  to  his  shootini?  belt.  It  is 
igree>l  '^n  all  sides  that,  under  the  deep  emotion  excited  by  some 
mch  f*(anhng  occurnjuop,  ho  retired  t'nuQ  tlie  world,  and  became  first 
thi<  founder,  and  then  the  Abbe  of  the  monastery  of  La  Trappe,  of 
the  Cistt;rv.-.iau  Oitlor,  wlipre  h(i  remaiue<l  till  his  death.  During  the 
forty  iiitcr\'en"nH  years  he  waa  engaged  in.  solvinfj  the  problem — 
vbat  are  the  Maxima  of  self-inlliutcd  mortiticationa  which,  in  the 
flit  thruogh  lids  wurld  to  the  next,  it  is  ycHwible  to  comhiiie  with 
Minima  of  iimo<«nt  self-graiifications  1 

ile  occupied  in  this  rueful  inquiry,  it  happened  thatDe  Kanc6 
jgbteii  on  a  treatise  which  Mabtllon  had  recently  puhHahod  under 
lo^  title  of  "  Traittf  dee  Etudes  monaatiqaea."  To  M.  de  la  Tiappe, 
it  appeared  that  the  book  was  designed  as  an  indirect  attack  on 
limself  and  his  community  ;  and  he  made  bis  appcal'to  the  world 
le  had  abandoned,  in  a  publication,  eutitltxl  "  Espouse  au  Trait£ 
les  Ktudea  mona3ti<|iies."  In  reluctant  obedience  to  the  commanda 
rf"  his  epiritual  aup'iriorg,  SlabiUon  ]inblished  "Reflexions  sur  la 
i^ponae  do  M.  I'Abbo  de  la  Trappe,"  which  drew  from  T>o  B&acu 
loother  volume,  entitled  "  Kclaii'cissements  sur  la  Kepouse,"  &o. ; 
tad  thcro  the  controversy  ended. 

Whun  one  of  two  diaputanta  plants  hia  foot  on  the  terra  firma  of 
intelligible  utility,  and  the  other  is  upborne  by  the  einfiiiig,  dark, 
uid  shapeless  clouds  of  mysticiara,  it  ij»  impoa^ihie  for  any  witness 
rf  the  conflict  to  trace  distinctly  either  ths  progress  or  the  result  of 
t.  It  may,  however,  be  in  general  reported  of  this  debate  that,  ac- 
H>nltng  to  the  Benedictine  at^gtunente,  he  best  employs  the  leisure  of 
I  religious  state  who  most  succeaaftilly  devotea  it  to  the  diffusion 
unong  mankind  of  divine  and  human  knowledge  :  while,  according 
bo  the  Trappist,  such  lal^ours  are  at  best  but  the  fulfilment  of  the 
nriitteu,  [K).4itive,  and  categorical  commands  of  Scripture  or  of  the 
Chnrnh. — an  obedience  of  incomparably  less  excellency  than  that 
which  is  chie  from  those  comnmuities,  or  from  those  individual 
who  arc  called  to  the  state  of  ainless  perfection  ;  for  to  them  it  is 
gii*en,  not  merely  or  chiefly  to  conform  to  absolute  rules  of  duty,  but 
Lo  listen  to  those  inarticulnto  suggnstionR  which,  from  the  Ranctuory 
ivine  presence,  descend  Into  the  sanctuary  of  the  human 
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heart,  and  to  dwell  lunidst  those  eleraiinns  of  soul  to  vhiek  m 
heaven-born  impulsfs  are  designed  to  condwrl  them. 

They  who  thus  contended  eanld  never  come  within  the  xeach  tf 
each  other's  weapons.  Tiai  MabiUon  mud  De  £anc&  eoiiM  never  g«l 
beyond  the  mach  of  oAch  other's  lore  Af^r  the  close  of  the  delali 
they  met  nt  La  Tmppe ;  and  separated — not  without  much  eai*- 
servod  and  afTeetionate  intcrcoiitset — each  in  posaemion  nf  hia  «ws 
opinion,  and  of  his  antagoiust's  esteem.  The  eentencus  of  IrwiffBrt 
Xir.  and  Clement  XL  awarded  the  victory  to  the  author  of  "in 
Etudes  monaatiquea ; "  and,  without  the  gift  of  infiillihilii 
Bame  result  might,  with  safety,  have  been  prerlicted  firom  th- 
ont  tempers  in  which  the  coatroverqiftUstA  had  encouoterea  etcX 
other.  Mabillon  descended  to  the  contest  in  the  pnnopJj  of  ■  faB^ 
hie,  truth-loaug  spirit  De  Ranc^  {if  we  mny  rely  on  thoae  «ho 
knew  him  woll)  was  not  emancipated,  even  in  his  retreat,  from  lUl 
encrvtiting  thlriit  for  hunum  sympathy  which  had  dif^tin^ielied  Itia 
in  the  world.  His  disputations  and  his  self-lormentin^  an  both 
supposed  to  have  been  deeply  tinged  by  his  cnnalitutional  ruu^; 
and  it  was  Iwlieverl  that  he  wnuld  have  been  far  less  assidaoQs  IB 
dijc^ing  his  grave  and  macerating  hia  flesh,  if  the  pilgrtuiuge  to  Ia 
Trappe  had  not  become  a  rage  at  Paris ;  and  if  the  gaiutu  uf  ihal 
most  inquisitive  capital  hod  nut  been  so  carious  for  deeeriptiou  of 
that  Living  se[)ulchre,  that  the  very  votaries  of  pleastire  were  ««(■»> 
times  irretrievably  drawn,  by  a  kmd  of  suicidal  fascination,  witldt 
thofie  gates  impervious  to  all  sublunary  delights,  and  scarcely  Tiailil 
hy  the  light  of  day. 

From  the  depths  tif  his  humility  MabiJlon  gaihcrod  iv  ■ 
truth,  hut  courage.     In  his  days  the  altars  of  the  Chun 
everywhere  hallowed  by  the  relics  of  saints  and  martrrs  ;  of  ivhuk 
the  catacombs  at  Rome  aiforded  an  inexhaustible  supply.     To  wntr% 
over  this  precious  deposit,  and  to  discriminate  the  spariou« 
from  the  icue,  was  the  peculiar  olGco  of  a  congreffntion  aelet-i 
that  purpose  from  the  sacred  college.     But  though  the  skill  iind  ib* 
integrity  of  oantinals  were  remote  from  all  suspicion,  who  oo«ld 
answer  for  the  good  faith  of  thuir  subordinate  agenta,  and  what  wm 
the  Bocuhty  that  the  Ihtli't  appropriate  to  the  hones  of  the  bteaad 
might  not  be  actually  rendered  to  the  skeletons  of  the  ungodly  I 

When  teaching  the  art  of  discriminating  between  the  oaMou  w 
mains  of  different  mammalia,  (^'uvier  never  displayed  a  more  edifyioi; 
aeriousnua  than  was  exhibited  by  Mubillon  in  layii^  down  the  wm 
which  det«rraine  whether  any  given  birne  belonged  of  yore  to  a 
ainnctr  or  a  saint.  The  ntiraclo-working  cnturiim,  thongh  appanoUf 
thft  beet  of  all,  being  tejectod  silently,  and  not  without  veiy  gooi 
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.^  ^  _,  J  Eii8obiu8  Gotoanas  (aach  vroB  bis  incoj^nito  on  this  occasion) 
'  «d^(fMsed  to  Tlieophilua  Gallua  a  letter  '^  Dc  Cultu  Sanctonuu  igno- 
tonim  ; "  in  which  he  discussed  thti  sufficiency  of  three  other  tests. 
Firaty  ho  inquired,  arc  we  sure  of  the  sanctity  of  a  boDc  extracted 
from  0  sepulchre  on  which  an  anagram  of  the  name  of  Christ  is 
sculptureil  in  tho  midst  of  palms  and  laurels?  The  answer  Is  dia- 
couni^'ing :  becauiie  it  is  a  weLl-ascertained  fact  that  the  body  of  ono 
Flavia  Joviua  was  found  in  this  pruciw  predicament,  and  yet  sho 
was  a  simple  ncoph}'te.  Then,  aecondly,  are  we  safe  if  a  vase  stained 
with  blood  be  also  found  in  tho  tomhl  Nothing  more  secure — if 
only  we  could  be  qniU;  curtain  tliat  the  fltiiin  was  SAnguineoits,  and 
wa3  not  produced  hy  the  perfumes  which  the  anctenU  were  accus- 
tomed to  heap  up  in  such  Tesecls.  But,  thirdly,  what  if  the  word 
**  Martyr"  bo  eagmven  on  tho  Btonel  In  that  case  all  doubt  would 
be  at  an  end.  were  it  not  for  a  Buplii<ittc.'il  d'X^trine  of  «^usval*tfit9 
which  tho  relic  dealers  have  propaji^ted.  Thus,  for  example,  at  th« 
abbey  of  St  Martin,  at  Pontoisa,  the  devout  had  long  l)eon  honour- 
ing tho  corpse  of  oue  tirsinua,  in  the  quiet  belief  that  the  words  of 
his  sepolchral  inscription  were  tquiralp.tU  to  a  declaration  of  martyr- 
dom, wheretijt,  on  inquiry,  it  turned  out  that  they  were  really  aa 
follows:  "Hero  lies  Ursiniis,  who  died  on  the  liret  of  Juin-,  after 
living  with  his  wife  I^mtia  20  years  and  <J  montlus  and  in  the 
world  49  yearSy  4  mouths,  and  3  days*."  Thus  his  only  recorded 
martyrdom,  was  tho  endurance  of  Looutia's  coiguf^al  society  for  twenty 
years  and  upwards. 

Ah:\ndouing  then  all  these  guides,  wMther  are  wo  to  look  for 
assurance  aa  to  the  title  of  a  rtiljc  to  the  veneration  of  the  faithful  ? 
To  thia  grave  inijiiiry  the  learned  IVutnlictiiio  gravely  aiiswors  as 
follow* :  He  sure  that  tho  alleged  saint  has  been  authentically  proved 
to  have  been  a  saint  Be  sure  tlmt  his  sanctity  was  t^stabli^lied,  not 
merely  by  baptism,  but  by  sumo  illustrious  dc^ds,  attvstetJ  nither  by 
tradition  or  by  certain  proofs.  Above  till,  he  snre  that  the  H|KistriUc 
eee  has  ordained  that  homa^  he  rendered  to  his  remains.  Admirable 
e&nons,  doubtlossL  Yet  to  an  unenlightoufl  I*rot«4tant  it  wonld 
aeem  that  they  afl'ord  no  solution  of  the  problem— Did  this  very 
jawbune  before*  which  we  are  kneeling,  sustain,  while  yet  in  life  and 
action,  the  leeth  of  a  martyr,  or  the  teeth  of  one  of  those  by  whom 
martyrs  were  slain,  or  the  teeth  of  any  one  eU^^I 

To  a!^sert  that  any  such  question  was  debatable  at  all  before  the 
trihiiiuil  of  hunuiu  reason,  was,  however,  an  overt  act  of  libendtsm  ; 
whii.-h  3I.ibilIou  was  of  course  re'piire"!  to  expiate.  Long  and 
Auxiou.4  were  thi-  debates  in  Uio  congrt-galion  of  the  Index,  wh^lher 
the  book  should  tint  ht>  ivmdcmned,  and  tho  temeritjr  of  the  author 


294 


THE  KKBNCn  SO?  EDTC  I'  IN  MU 


rebukfJ  ;  nor  would  that  censarfl  hnvo  bocn  ftvorte*!  hut  for  tb 
iiiterfereuca  of  the  Pope  in  persun  ;  who  made  biinaelf  apoa-^^r  f^r 
the  wilUngnesa  of  Kusobiiis  to  explain  in  a  new  eilttion  « ] 
might  b<!  tlioiight  ulijectioiiuble  in  Iho  fiisL     The  pled;:*  ■ 
deempd  accordingly ;  and  thon    tho  letter  "  Dp.  Cullu   twr 
ignotormn"  was  not  only  acquitted  of  reproach  by  tlmt  buctvj  iii- 
lege,  but  even  honoured  with  their  fimphatic  approbation. 

Mabillon  gave  a  yet  more  decisive  proof  that  he  was  not  IP   '  ' 
to  tnith  by  any  extnivagant  Bcepticisni.     In  hia  days,  as  in  n 
there  was  liWng  a  M.  Thiors,  a  man  of  aiiij^mUr  talents,  anil  i.!  uj 
less  remarkable  courage  ;  who  bad  accused  tho  Bcnodictine  fxthvn 
of  VendAme  of  an  egregious  imposture,  in  exhibiting  at  thfir  c. mo- 
vent one  of  those  tears  which  fell  from  the  ey*?s  of  Jemis  whrn  hi 
wept  at  the  grave  of  Lazarus.     ^Vu  angel  (^iinli  was  Lbo  legcmd)  bad 
treasured  it  up,  and  given  it  to  Mary,  the  sister  of  the  doc^wd.    b 
passed  some  eenturiea  afterwards  to  the  treasury  of  relics  at  CojtuiMa- 
tinople ;  and  was  bestowed    by    mme  Greek  empcTor   npon  jwm 
(lerman  mercenaries  in  reward  for  somo  services  to  his  crown.   Tbey 
placed  it  in  the  abbey  of  Frisingcn,  whence  it  was  conveyed,  by  \SU 
Emperor  Henry  III.,  who  transferred  it  to  his  mother-in-law,  Agnes 
of  Anjon,  the  foundress  of  the  monastery  of  Vendome,  win-    ='  - 
deposited  it     Mabillon  threw  the  shield  of  his  boundless  J^ 
rouml  this  tradition  ;  maintaining  that  the  genuineness  of  tl 
might  at  least  be  reasonably  presumed  Irom  the iidniil tod  fact- 
caao ;  that  it  had  a  prescriptive  claim  to  the  honours  it  n^<  ■ 
and  that  bis  brethren  ought  to  be  left  in  peaceable  enjoymen: 
advantages  they  derived  from  tlie  exhibition  in  their  church  at  Ve»- 
dAme  of  tho  Holy  Tear  of  Bethany. 

Passing  from  fables  too  puerile  for  the  nuraejy,  toinquirie- 
have  hitherto  perplexed  the  senate,  Mabillon  undertook  to  -  \ 
the  right  principles  of  Prison  Discipline,  in  a  work  entjLlt^  "Ke- 
flcxions  sue  les  Prisons  des  Ordres  Keligieux. "  He  insisted,  th&tbjr 
a  judicious  alternation  and  mixture  of  solitude,  labour,  silence,  uu 
devotion,  it  was  practicable  to  render  tho  gaol  a  school  for  the  im- 
provement  of  its  unhappy  inmates  in  social  arts  and  in  moral  cha- 
racter. After  discussing  to  what  extent  solitary  coniinement  wooll 
he  consistent  with  the  mental  and  bo^lily  health  of  the  sutfL-wti,  and 
how  far  tlie  rigour  of  punishment  ought  to  be  mitigated  bj  exeiciM 
and  active  employment*,  he  concludes  as  follows : — 

"To  return  to  the  prison  of  St  Jean  Climaqua  A  similar ploea 
might  bo  establishe<l  for  tho  reception  of  penitents.  Thote  ahoolil 
be  in  such  a  place  &"vend  rella  like  those  of  tho  Chartreux,  with  a 
'woriuhop,  m  which  the  prisoners  might  bo  employed  at  eome  oaeftil 


WfirV.  To  each  cell  also  might  bo  attached  a  little  gimlen,  to  ho 
thrown  open  to  tho  priwn^T  at  cortaiii  hours,  for  the  bcnelit  of 
luhoiir,  and  exercise  in  the  open  air.  They  should  attend  public 
worship,  at  first  in  a  Reparatn  Indgo  or  eoiiipartineiit,  and  afterwards 
in  tiie  choir  with  the  cong^f^tion  at  lar^e,  so  soon  iis  they  Ehould 
bnvc  [WLSsed  the  earlier  stages  of  penal  dis(;iplinp,  and  given  proofs 
of  penitence.  Their  diet  should  be  coarse  and  poor,  and  their  fasts 
&e<[nont.  They  should  pccoivo  frequmt  exhortJitinn,  and  the  master 
of  the  gaol,  eillier  in  person  or  by  d'.'put,v,  should  from  tiuio  to  time 
804.'  them  in  private,  at  once  to  console  and  to  strengthen  them. 
Straiigorg  shotdd  not  l>e  permitted  to  enter  tlie  place,  from  which  all 
external  society  should  be  Bfrictly  exclirlcd.  Once  establish  this, 
aod  so  far  from  such  a  retirement  appearing  horrible  and  insiipport^ 
able,  I  am  convinced  that  the  greater  number  of  the  priaonera  would 
Bcarci?Iy  regret  their  confinement,  even  if  it  were  for  life.  I  am 
awaro  that  all  this  will  bo  considered  as  a  Tision  of  some  new  At- 
lantis :  but  let  the  world  say  or  think  what  it' may,  it  would  Ih-  easy 
to  render  prisons  more  tolerable  and  more  useful,  if  men  were  hut 
disposed  to  make  the  attempt." 

Si>  wrote  a  Uenedictino  monk  in  the  age  and  kingdom  of  Louis 
XIV.  Tho  honour  wliich  one  of  his  biographers,  M.  do  Molon, 
challenges  for  him,  of  b*;ing  the  very  earliejit  of  those  who  have 
addressed  themselvea  to  this  difficult  subject  in  the  spirit  of  philan- 
thropy and  wiftdom,  is  strictly  his  due.  To  the  enlightened  re- 
former of  prisons  may  be  cheerfully  forgiven  his  sacred  osteology, 
and  even  his  defence  of  the  Holy  Tear  of  Vendome.  Though  in 
bondage  to  the  prejudices  of  his  own  age,  he  was  able  to  break 
through  tho  bonds  which  havs  shackled  so  many  powerful  minds  in 
later  and  more  enlightened  times. 

In  the  midst  of  these  and  similar  employments,  Mabillon  had 
reached  his  sixty-second  year,  but  tho  great  project  of  his  life  was 
etiU  nnfinished  and  unattcmpted.  In  the  belief  that  the  end  of  hia 
days  was  drawing  near,  ho  desired  to  consecrate  them  to  a  devout 
preparation  for  death.  But  being  roused  to  the  task  by  the  instinces 
cif  lienaudot  and  Baluze,  and  his  aflcclionate  pupil  Biiinart,  lie 
engaged,  with  all  the  Ardour  of  youth,  in  collecting  mnterials  for  his 
lon^meditatcfl  history  of  the  Benediotino  Order.  In  studying  and 
methodising  the  vast  collections  at  his  disjtopal,  the  aged  scholar 
displayed,  though  withont  a  shade  of  scepticism,  an  acutencsa  which 
tho  subtlest  sceptic  might  have  envied,  and,  without  a  tinge  of 
pliiloeophy,  a  luminousness  of  mind  worthy  of  the  most  illuKtrious 
pKilC'^opher. 

At  that  period  the  more  ardent  sons  of  tho  Church  regarded  her 
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as  no  loss  infallible  whoa  sli(^  asserted  historical  fkcUf  *' 
she  prodaimeil  doj^iiuitic  truths.     On  the  other  hand,  tli-    ' 
tore  of  Magdehurgh,  Bu  Pin,  Richard  Simon,  and  even   tii' 
Amauld,  h^d  presume<d  to  iiit^trrogate  Qcclesia»tical  truditicrj 
to  coutroTcrt  tho  authority  of  popes  and  synods^  fathers  nud 
whenever  it  touched  on  topics  beyond  the  articles  of  tho  CI:: 
jaith.     lliis  audacioos  freedum  was  lobukod  by  the  contcm ; 
and  withering  eloquence  of  Bosquet ;  and  MabiUon  preat'Uttd  uils- 
eelf  &a  the  ^reat  h^dng  model  of  an  hi^toriaiif  emphn'ing  the  nod 
profound  and  varioii  knowh-dge,  nndt^r  tlie  )»c'Vcro  ruelminU  •  '    ' 
intellectual  docility,     liy  day  and  by  night  ho  laboured,  dur  ; 
last  fourtoon  years  of  his  life,  on  the  annals  of  his  Order  ;  wiujut 
60  much  as  a  solitary  departure  &ora  the  implicit  aubmisaou  vhiek 
he  yielded  to  the  Chioj-cb,  as  to  all  matters  of  fact  altestod  eithtf 
by  her  own  autliuritative  voice,  or  by  Uie  decision  of  her  accivdilrd 
doctors.     The  reiiult  wan^   tluit,  inattiad  of  a  history  of  what  hid 
actually  occurn^lj  he  produced  a  chronicle,  from  which  it   niAvle 
learnt  what  are  the  occurrences,  the  belief  of  which  the  Chui 
sanctioned,  or  has  silently  left  to  the  invesli^tion  of  her  oIl— : 
annalists. 

It  is,  however,  a  book  which  irrefiistible  evidence  establishes,  sad 
which,  without  such  evidence,  could  not  be  believed  to  be  the  vo^ 
of  a  sinj^lo  man  between  his  sixty-aecond  and  seventy -«xth  jmtk 
It  comprises  u  biography  of  tho  Benedictine  saints  in  a  form  man 
compendious  than  that  of  bin  Acta  Sanctorum,  lb  contains  an  «v 
count  of  every  otlier  illuatrioua  member  of  the  Order.  It  im-lnilesa 
careful  review  of  every  book  written  by  any  eminent  Banodiclil* 
author.  All  the  grants  and  charters  under  which  tlio  property  aaA 
priWle:2e3  of  their  monoaterics  were  held,  are  recapltxilatod  sad 
abridged  in  it  Finally,  it  embmcea  a  description  of  all  their  aepul- 
chral  and  other  ancient  monuments. 

Five  i'olio  volumes  of  this  vast  compilation  were  tuiahod,  and  the 
lost  was  about  to  appear,  when  tho  life  and  labonrs  of  MubiUou  wen 
brought  to  a  painful  and  a  sudden,  though  not  an  imiuatm-e  t*.'nnin- 
ation.     Ruinart  meditated,  though  in  vain,  the  completion  of  tha 
work.     He  lifted  (perhaps  unwisely)  the  veil  which  would  oClierwiao 
have  concealed  the  hist  fearful  agonies  of  its  great  author.     lie  ho^ 
however,  shown,  with  the  most  artless  and  genuine  patho^  how  iha 
tortnrcs  of  the  boily  were  soothed  and  digiutied  by  the  fiuth.  the 
hope,  and  the  seri'iiily  of  soul  of  the  sufferer.     'With  no  d..- 
ties,  and  no  wurldly  ambition  to  hind  him  to  earth,  and  u 
anxiouH  forebodings  to  overcast  the  prosi^ct  btifc»re  him,  h*-  ■ 
the  huit  enemy  ai  a  metsengur  of  good  tidings,  and  a  h<  - 
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ly  snd  frealom  ;  and  thon  breaibod  out  bis  spirit  In  an 
J  affiance  on  Him,  whom,  U-nwitU  the  shade  uf  immy 
9U[H!rsutioQs,  and  the  bunlea  of  many  errors,  he  had  loved,  and 
trudU'd,  and  obeyed  from  childhood  to  the  grsive. 

iliibilhin  was  a  perfect  model  of  moiinatic  perfcotion  j  and  how- 
ever much  inferior  the  produce  of  the  conservatory  may  bo  to  thoee 
hardier  plants  which  germimite  amidst  the  frosts  and  the  scorching8,| 
of  the  unsheltered  day,  yet  thoy  have  a  value  and  a  delicacy  peculiarly'j 
their  own.  Ho  had  quitted  the  world  witliout  a  sigh,  auil  probably  I 
BevtT  brvathed  a  sigh  to  return  to  it  If  compelled  to  revisit  and  to 
tread  the  hiji^hways  of  mankind,  ho  would  have  resembled  the  life- 
long priijoner  of  an  aviary,  driven  out  to  the  bleak  uplands  for 
shelter.  Meekly  bowing  bis  he^d  to  "  Holy  Obedience,"  he  yielded 
himself  without  reluctaiice,  to  be  moulded  lulu  wLat«ver  form  that 
Genius  of  the  place  might  prescribe.  Xor  was  tliis  a  ]iaiuJ"ul 
SQcritice.  The  graces  of  the  cloister — docility,  devotion,  and  self- 
diaciplin& — were  his  by  an  antenatal  predestination.  Mabillon  livc<l 
nod  died  in  an  imintcrropted  subjectioa  to  positive  lawB  and  forma 
of  man's  de^iaing.  Even  io  lus  ixiterior  life,  rule  and  habit  exercised 
an  inflexible  dominion  over  him.  He  worshipped  indeed  witl^  fer- 
vent piety  ;  but  with  such  a  mechanical  exactness  of  ceremonial,  of 
time,  ajid  of  place.,  aa  might  seem,  to  a  caretes.^  self-observer,  fatal 
to  the  life  of  fspiritual  exercises.  To  his  daily  routine  of  divine 
offices  were  added  other  forms  of  private  worship,  scarcely  less 
immutable  ;  of  wliich  some  were  appropriate  to  hia  entrance  on  any 
hxeavj  work, — eoine  to  the  arrival  of  the  first  proof-sheet  from  tho 
pcMS — and  some  to  the  commencement  of  the  studies  of  each  buo- 
coedisj;  ilay. 

To  this  constitutional  and  acquired  acqnir&eenre  in  the  will  of  his 
guporiors  and  the  rules  of  his  convent,  was  added  the  most  profound 
lowlineiia  of  spirit.  "  Permit  me,  Sire,"  aaid  I/j  Tollier,  the  arch- 
hiahop  of  Kheims,  to  Louis  XIV.,  "to  present  to  your Miyosty Bom 
Habiilon,  the  moat  leanie-l  man  in  your  Mi^cdty's  dominions." 
"Sire,"  rejoined  Bossuet,  who  stood  by,  "the  archbishop  might 
alao  have  said  the  most  bumble  man  in  Franco."  It  is  mippused 
that  tlie  plomoge  of  the  eagle  of  Mcaax  was  not  a  little  ruRliMl  by 
the  superlative  adjective  which  derogated  Irom  his  o^vn  claims  to 
the  ftrst  place  among  men  of  learning.  But  the  applauses  both  of 
the  archbishop  and  of  the  bishop,  in  whatever  temper  given,  were 
perfectly  just.  The  proofaof  Mabillona  learning  nre,  at  this  moment, 
ftiDongst  the  nobleel  monuments  of  the  age  of  Ixiuis  XIV.  The 
proofs  which  his  eulogists  wlduco  of  his  humility  have  not  been  rcry 
judiciously  selected. 
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A  humble  nun  is  one  who,  thinking  of  himftelf  ncitbctr 
highly  nor  more  lowly  than  he  ought  to  think,  pasaes  &  irui.- 
xnenc  on  his  own  charactGr.      But  tho  gmat  Benedictine    : 
entertained  nor  suggested  a  truth;  when  among  titled  mvu.  ^.: 
learned  men,  and  supeiticioX  pretendere  to  knowledge,  ho  botv  Ima* 
eclf  as  if  be  had  been  undeserving  of  their  notice^  and  onwor' '  ^  '  < 
conuuunicat«  with  them  on  equal  tenna.     There  'a  no  genuii: 
abatement  apart  from  a  lofty  twnccption  of  our  own  destiny,  j  ■ 
and  reaponHibilities  ;  and  one  of  the  most  excellent  of  hamiin  ' 
ifl  hut  poorly  exprcsaed  by  on  abject  carriage.     Torpid  pa&>. 
languid  tcmpt-'rament,  and  a  feeble  nature,  may  easily  pH)du> 
falM  intittttiou  of  humility ;  which,  however,  in  itd  genuine  aUUi, 
will  ever  iiuffaii  elf^vatlon  to  the  suiil  and  dignity  to  the  demfanoTrf, 
This  part  of  Mabillon'a  portrait  has  been  ill  drawn ;  becai. 
artiste  drew  rather  &om  a  false  image  in  their  own  niiuds,  than 
the  great  originaL 

In  the  conventual  merit  of  bodily  sclfHligcipline.  so  far  as  it  eouM 
be  reconciled  with  hU  t^tudious  Imbils,  Mabillon  was  emutuus  of  the 
Tntppists.  His  food,  steep,  clothing,  warmth,  social  tutereouree,  and 
other  personal  gratitications,  were  measured  by  the  indispensdlfi 
exigencies  of  nature ;  aud  hiii  udmireis  describe  his  auiit«re  motti- 
lications  of  the  flesh  with  the  fond  delight  of  a  Hindoo  re-counting 
his  sacred  legends  of  tlio  spontaneous  endurance  of  mure  than  honun 
Buifciings.  "  Holy  Obedience "  dictated  to  her  favourite  chihl 
abasements  and  self-denials,  which  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  widi 
decorum  or  with  sincerity.  If  she  had  been  wise,  she  would  bars 
summoned  him  to  the  nobler  office  of  asserting  that  intellwtnal 
rank,  and  those  claims  to  the  reverence  of  mankind,  which,  like  all 
tho  other  good  gifts  of  I'rovidence,  are  designed  for  noble  naes  by 
the  wise  auJ  gnunuus  Author  of  them  all 

Although  the  virtues  of  the  convirnt,  even  in  tlie  person  of 
Mablllon,  excite  hut  a  reluctant  admiration,  and  a  still  oolder 
sympathy,  yet  his  simplo  tastes,  his  dovout  spirit,  and  his  afTectionatfl 
nature,  would,  under  a  more  genial  disuipliue,  have  rendered  his 
character  as  lovely  as  Ms  diligence,  his  criticid  engacity,  and  th* 
extent  of  his  knowledge  were  wonderful.  For,  soaring,  in  thnse 
reopwts,  iminesAiimhly  above  vulgar  ascetics,  he  obeyed  lo  the  lrtt«r 
the  command  of  his  great  patriarch  Benedict,  anil  devote^i  cvciy 
moment  of  his  life  to  Home  useful  and  energetic  Q(X'upati4)n. 

In  tliese  pursuits  Mablllon  wiw  not  merely  an  indefatigable 
student,  but  a  laborious  traveller.  In  his  time  tho  txeaaares  of 
which  he  was  insatiably  covetous  were  not  accumulated  in  the  Royal 
Library  of  VanHf  but  dispersed  in  the  conventual,  ejiiacopol,  aad 
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other  public  aRjIiivcs  of  France,  Belgium,  Germiiny,  and  Ilaly. 
The  journeys  neci*ssary  for  examining  thom  had  all  the  terrors  of 
an  oxploration  of  the  Xile  to  one  whom  (all  Fronchman  aa  ho  was) 
not  even  the  enchanted  gardens  and  terraces  of  Versaillos  had, 
during  a  period  of  twenty  years,  been  able  to  seduce,  for  u  single 
noruing,  from  his  secloaion  at  St  Gennain-de»-rrts.  liut  what 
xntiijimrinu  worthy  of  the  name  would  he  arresU^l  by  the  Loire,  the 
Menee,  tlie  Rhine,  or  the  Alpa,  when  beyond  these  distant  harriere 
A  whole  harem  of  virgin  manuscripts  woomI  his  embrafo.  glowing, 
like  so  many  houris.  with  inunorial  youth,  and  rich  in  chamis  whiu 
inezvased  with  each  rovol\-ing  ceuturj'  1  Sometimes  aluue,  but  mon 
commonly  attended  by  a  Uenedictina  brother,  he  accomplished 
nereml  Cn/ntiihtn/  ot  Difilonuittc  tours  through  FlandHr.^,  linr^mdy, 
8wilZ'-*rl«nd,  the  st'uth  of  Germany,  and  tlio  whole  of  the  jtaliuu 
peninBnlii.  _  The  wtrlii-r  of  those  expi-ilitions  were  made  on  foot,  at 
the  cost  of  Ilia  Order ;  the  bitter  ^vit}l  the  equipages  becoming  on 
agent  of  the  Grand  Monar.^ue,  employed  by  Colbert  to  collect  or  to 
tmnifcriU*  nianuwiripti  for  his  myal  msister.  The  residla  of  these 
f —-  iitioiia  were  various  learrie<l  ilinerariea  (such  as  Iiia  "Iter 
itidiciim"  and  bis  "Museum  Ttidinim"),  and  a  prudigtoiis 
ci^f'ssion  to  the  wealth  of  the  royal  library.  His  servines  were 
Eirdeid  by  Lonis  with  a  seat  in  tho  Academy  of  itelies  I^-ltrcs  and 
iiecriptinns.     Hut  the  whole  n'pnblic  nf  k-tters  united  U}  ronfcr  on 

ke  learned  traveller  honours  fur  excee^iiug  any  at  the  disposal  of 

'the  greatest  of  the  kin}j;3  of  the  earth. 

tlis  journeys,   espwi;Uly  liia   Italian  journey,   resembled  royal 

ffresst-is  ratln'r  than  tho  ini ostentations  movements  of  n  humble 

!»nk.     Monasteries  contendeii  for  the  honour  of  entertaining*  him 

t  their  guo^t.     Fetoa  celebrated  his  arrival  in  the  greater  cities  of 

Bly.     Ilia  society  and  cjrrcaponilenre  wero  courted  by  the  learned, 

^0  great,  and  the  fair.     The  Pope,  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany, 

f  Oardijials,  and  the  Queen  CiLristiiia  %iixl  in  rendering  eomtesies 

I  their  illustrious  visitor.     At  the  Catacomb.'*,  at  Loretto.  at  Clair- 

ftux,  ami,  uliovo  all,  at  Monte  Ca^ino^  the  ilevout  a^^'mhled  to 

^tness  and  to  |>artake  of  his  devotions.     All  libnirieii  fltMv  open  at 

1  nppr(»nc.h  ;  nor  ilid  the  revohitionai-y  wcrtrv/nj*  of  Fmnre  traverae 

l<5  same  rt^iona  or  examine  the  sume  repositories  with  an  authority 

bmpnTiililc  to  that  of  tlie  poor  Benedictine,  as  he  movetl  from  one 

nliun  state  to  another,  —  powt-rleBS  exci-pt  in  the  lustr«  of  his 

putntinn,  the  Rini^lene.'m  of  lii-arl  with  wliich  liy  pur^U'-Kl  hia  object, 

]  the  love  with  wluch  Iip  whs  n'^.ir<le<l  by  all  his  JL^siM-ialea. 

I  In  M.  Valery's  thfpo  voluniia  will  bo  found  nn  ample  and  curious 

'  of  Mabillon's  Italian  expedition,     Uc  commenced  it  ou  the 


let  of  April,  1685,  having  aelected  as  Ms  companion  Dom  Michel 
Genuain,  another  member  of  the  congregaliou  of  St  Maur.  Criav 
main  hfid  himself  written  some  ot«ayB  on  monastic  history  ;  but  his 
chief  title  to  literary  honours  was  derived  fW>m  liis  havnig  luinis- 
teied  to  the  production  of  tlie  "■  Acta  Sanctorum  Ordinis  Sanctt 
Benedicti,"  and  of  the  treatise  "  De  Re  Diplomatioa." 

The  travellere  had  engaged  to  maintain  a  correspondence  vrHh 
thrve  of  their  monastic  associates.  One  of  tliese  was  the  faitlifuland 
aflV'i-lionute  Ruiiiart,  of  whom  we  already  linow  st-mething.  Pkcide 
Porchcron,  the  next,  seems  to  have  been  a  member  of  the  Dryasdust 
family,  bo  celebrated  by  Walter  Scott  and  Thomas  Carlyle  ;  his  two 
great  iwrformancea  being  a  commentary  on  an  oliw:ui'e  geogniplilcal 
book  of  the  seventh  ceniur}',  and  nntee  on  a  treatise  on  Education 
written  by  Basil  the  Macodoiiian,  who,  two  Imndred  yiiari"  later,  had 
■faeen  Emperor  of  tho  Groeks.  Claude  Hrntapnn,  the  tliird  of  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  at  Parie,  was  the  author  of  some  do- 
Totional  works,  but  was  more  eminent  as  the  intimate  friend  of 
Kicole,  and  as  a  companion  of  infinite  grace  and  wit,  and  of  the 
moat  captivating  discourse.  It  was  arranged  that  letters  should  be 
ad(lre«siMl  to  Charles  Bultenu  also,  who  was  nul  a  mont,  but  "  Doyen 
des  SecretairoB  dn  Roi,"  and  was  famous  for  having,  in  that  capacity, 
vindicated,  i^ith  great  learning,  the  supremacy  of  the  King  of  France 
over  the  si)ven;igna  (if  the  Spanisli  nuinarchiea. 

When  devout  men,  profound  scholars,  or  sUll  mope  profotud 
antiquaries,  engage  in  a  prolonged  epistolary  intercourse,  the  reader 
is  not  without  pniconceptions  of  the  mentjil  aliment  awaiting  him. 
He  has  probably  gone  through  some  volumes  in  which  I^teslaiit 
divines  interchange  their  wligious  experioncpa.  The  style  in  which 
Salmasius,  Buda^us,  and  Scaliger  entertained  their  friends  is  not 
wholly  unknown  to  him ;  and  how  the  Spelmana  of  old,  and  the 
Whitakers  of  recent  times,  wrote  their  letters,  may  be  learnt  at  the 
expense  of  a  transient  fatigue.  But  let  no  one  mldress  himsi^lf  to 
M.  Valeo"'«  volumts  with  the  hope  or  the  fear  of  Iwing  involved  in 
any  topics  more  sacrod,  more  crabbed,  or  more  antiquated  than  befits 
an  easy  chair,  a  winter's  evening,  and  a  fireside.  Reading  more 
pleiuantf  or  of  easier  digestion,  is  hanlly  to  be  mot  with  in  the , 
Parisian  epistlee  of  Grimm,  Diderot,  or  La  Horpo. 

Our  pilgrims  first  take  up  the  pen  at  Venice.  They  had  ran-] 
eked  the  Ambi-osian  Libraiy,  examined  the  Temple  of  Venus  at 
Brescia,  lulmired  the  amphitliftitre  at  Vfrriina,  and  visited  the  mon- 
astery of  their  Onlor  at  Vicenza ;  though,  oW;n*es  Germain,  "  Ni 
lA  ni  oiUeura,  noa  m<iineB  ne  nous  ont  pas  fait  gouter  de  lour  via." 
Souie  gentlemen  of  the  cily  ha\'ing  conducted  them  over  it,  "  Onxia 
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Hmrait,"  adda  lie,  "  fairo  attention  siir  I«  iiiorilo  et  Ibs  inoTiiiTe-')  Lok- 
ni-teA  (ie  CC8  nieAgiourH,  sana  n'lK-chir  8iir  tios  moincs  et  ailinirer  leui 
inscnsibiliU*.  Aussi  u'^tudicnt  ila  p&s  ;  Us  cliseiit  matins  avant 
eupL-r ;  iis  mougcnt  groa ;  portent  du  lingo,  pour  ne  rien  dire  du 
pecidium,  et  de  leur  sortie  aculsu"  In  abort,  there  is  already  peep- 
ing out,  from  behind  out  good  GwmKin'a  cowl,  one  of  tii08«  PuriBian 
coubtcnanccB  on  the  quick  movable  lines  of  whicli  flaabw  of  aubacid 
xuerriment  are  continually  playing. 

On  rt.>3<.'hiiig  Florence  the  migratory  antiquariMLs  form  a  new 
acquaintAuce,  alike  ain;^lar  and  Ui^eful,  in  the  person  of  MagUa* 
"hechi,  the  librarian  of  tJig  Grand  Ihikft.  Another  man  at  once  so 
hook-learn«ii,  ao  dirty,  and  so  ill-favoured,  could  not  have  been  found 
in  tlie  whole  of  Christendom.  The  Medicaean  Library  waa  his 
etiidy,  liis  rt'foclor^',  and  his  dormitory  j  though,  oxc'y>t  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  he  saved  the  time  of  drt.'8siii=,'  and  undressing,  by 
Bleeping  in  his  clothes  ami  on  his  cliair  ;  hia  bed  serving  th«  while 
as  an  anxiliary  book-fitand.  Fruit  and  ealads  were  his  fare  j  and 
■when  sometimes  an  anchovy  was  served  up  with  them,  the  worthy 
librarian,  in  an  absent  moud,  would  not  untiv^iueutly  mistake  and 
uae  it  for  sealing  wax.  Partly  fivni  waut  of  ti?ne,  and  jxirtly  Ijom 
the  conscionsntHjs  that  an  accurate  likeness  of  him  wonld  bo  n  cari- 
cature on  hunmnit\-  at  large,  he  would  neror  allow  his  portrait  to  bo 
takon  ;  though  what  the  pencil  waa  not  permittetl  to  do,  the  pens  of 
his  acquaintance  have  so  atU^mpt^nl,  that  he  would  have  judged 
better  in  allowing  the  painter  to  do  liis  woret.  Michel  Germain 
descriWs  him  as  "Varillaa  multiplied  by  three."  Now  Men^jo 
lolls  ns  that  happpning  once  to  say  that  every  man  was  hit  oflf  by 
Bomo  passage  or  other  in  Martial,  and  having  been  challenged  to 
prove  it  with  napect  to  Varillas,  the  most  slovenly  scholar  of  his 
ncqnaiatarice,  he  imraediatt'ly  quoted  "  Dimidias*iue  nates  Gallica 
palta  tegit."  iShort  indee<l,  then,  must  have  been  the  ekirte  of 
Mugliabechi,  according  U;  tiermuiii's  arithinttic. 

liia  bibliographi«ml  appetite  and  digestion  formed,  however,  a 
psj'chological  phenommon  ab^lutely  prodigious.  Miihillon  called 
hira  "Museum  inambulans,  et  viva  quipdiim  bibliotheca."  Father 
Finardi,  with  greater  felicity,  said  of  him,  "  Is  unus  bibhotheca 
magna,"  that  being  the  anagram  of  his  latinised  name,  Autonius 
MftgliubRchiuii. 

Hoving  established  a  correspondence  with  this  most  leamod 
navage,  tho  tlenedictinna  proeceded  tfl  Rntnn,  whem  they  wopb 
•welcomed  by  Claudo  Estiennot,  the  procurator  of  their  Order  ot  thfl 
Papal  court,  lie  also  devoted  his  pen  to  their  entertainment. 
Light  labour  for  such  a  pen !  within  eleven  years  he  had  cuUccted 
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and  tTanscribed  forty-five  balky  folioa,  &t  the  various  librarie 
his  society  in  the  several  diocese*  of  Franco,  adding  to  them,  wya 
Dom  l^i  Cerf,  •'  ivflexions  Ires  sunswa  ut  judicieusea  ;"  a  praise  which 
proWbly  xio  oUkt  iiiortul  was  ever  able  lo  gainsay  or  to  afrinii. 

Gfirmain  found  7foiiie  ngitaU'd  with  the  affair  of  Ihr  Quielista. 
His  account  of  tlie  dippute  is  rather  facetious  than  theolofjicaL 
Just  then  a  Spaniard  had  been  aent  to  the  galleya,  and  a  priest  to 
the  gallows ;  the  tirst  for  talking,  and  the  second  for  writing 
scandaU,  while  (he  great  Quietist  Alolinoa  was  in  tlie  unatody  of  the 
Inqiiisitiou.  Marforio,  saya  Gei'niaiit,  is  u.skcd  by  PaMpiin  why  aro 
you  leaving  Kome,  imd  answers,  "  Chi  parhi  e  luandato  in  gutera  ; 
chi  Bcrive  e  impiccato  ;  chi  sta  quieto  va  ul  eaut'  otlicio."  Marforio 
had  good  cause  for  his  hurry  ;  for  the  scaudid.  which  (as  Gemiaiu 
pleasantly  has  it)  '*  broke  the  prieai'a  neck  "  was  merely  liis  having 
Boid  that  **  the  mam  had  knoekc^t]  the  snail  out  of  ita  shell  ;"  in 
allusion  U>  tlie  fuct  of  the  Pope's  having  been  forced  out  of  Iiii 
darling  HectuHiou.  and  repose,  to  be  present  at  a  ceriain  festival,  al 
"which  a  mare  or  palfi'ey  was  also  au  indispensable  attendant,  *'  'Yhe 
rogues  continue  to  rfej>eat  the  jest  notwithstanding/'  observes  the 
reverend  looker-on. 

He  g<ithen.sl  otlier  pleasant  stories,  at  the  expense  of  his  Uoliowa 
and  these  heretii-iil  a-3i>ii-:iiit«  after  a  devotional  repose  of  the  soul. 
Some  of  them  an,'  not  quite  inuniigedble  in  our  most  fastidious  tijuej*, 
without  the  aid  vt  a  ihieker  veil  Ihiui  he  chose  to  employ.  For 
example,  he  tells  of  a  tjiuietiat  bishop  who,  to  escape  an  imaginary 
pursuit  of  the  police,  scaled  the  roof  of  his  mnnsion  in  his  night- 
dress, and  so,  running  along  the  t-ops  of  the  adjacent  houses,  un- 
luckily made  his  descent  tlirough  one  of  them,  into  which  he  could 
not  have  entered,  uven  in  full  caiiuiucals  and  in  broad  day,  withuut 
A  grievous  ilamage  to  hia  reputation.  Then  follows  a  fine  buffo 
n^tiuitrophc,  and  when  (8ays  Gtirmain)  "  the  whole  reaches  tho  ears 
of  Noiitni  iSignnre,  the  holy  man  ha.s  a  goml  laugh,  and  onlers  the 
hishop  to  quit  Home  witliout  delay."  Yet  Germain  himself  breaks 
out  into  hot  resentment  against  "  the  wretched  and  ubaudonud 
Molinns,"  and  propow'a  to  MagUabechi  (in  w't^ming  serionsnesa)  l« 
arrest  the  ]>rogr6ss  of  the  evil,  by  puhli.'*bing  a  nianusM^ript  dis- 
covered  in  their  Itxlian  tour,  fnim  wlii'iJi  it  would  appear  that  tho 
bones  of  a  wicked  Bohemian  lady,  of  the  name  of  Guillemine,  who, 
three  centuries  before,  had  propagated  nearly  the  seme  euunnitiea, 
were  ot  length  taken,  with  public  execnLliou,  out  of  her  grave,  and 
scattered  to  the  wtnda 

MoUnos.  hoM'cver,  was  strong  in  the  protoiciion  of  Christina,  who 
then  dM-elt  at  Kome.    Herabaudumuent  of  the  faith  of  her  iliostrioufi 
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father,  was  af?cepte«l  there,  not  only  as  a  covpr  for  a  muUitucle  of 
sins,  but  aa  an  apology  forlh(ia.sauinj»tii)ii  of /ni  inHfpi*nileiit  authority 
l)eDcath  the  very  shadow  of  the  Vatican,  ^rnbillon,  iicconipanicil 
by  Gcrraain,  presented  to  her  his  hook  "Ue  Litnrgiu  iJuUicana,"  in 
wliich,  to  her  exceeding  discontent,  ahe  found  ht^nf^lf  described  aa 
*'  tSerwiissiina."  "  My  name,"  she  exchiinird,  "  is  Christina.  That  is 
eulojty  fini:»i;;;h.  Nnver  again  coll  me,  ond  admonish  your  Parisiiins 
novcr  to  call  me,  Serenissima."  {jerniwn  left  hot  with  the  fullest 
conviction  that  the  epitJiel  was  altogether  out  of  plaw? ;  but  '*  after 
all,"  he  says,  "  shu  gave  us  freo  acctw  to  her  librar>', — tliu  beat  thlug 
slio  ftoulil  ilo  for  iia."  So  gnyit  wcru  ln?r  privile^'fi,  or  such  the 
weakness  of  the  lazy  Innownt  XL,  that,  as  wo  learn  from  the^A 
letters,  an  oflendor  on  hia  way  to  prison,  having  bid  hold  on  llie 
baw  of  one  of  her  windows  us  a  sanctuary,  wub  viokntly  rpseiiiKl  by 
lier  st-n'tints,  whereii|K>n  th<^y  w-vn-.  tried  and  sentenwd  to  be  hanged. 
ChriHtina  wnitrt  tu  ihn  jiiili,ii  to  inform  him,  that  if  liorsun'antB  died 
any  other  than  a  natural  death,  thai/  should  "not  die  ainne  f  The 
judge  comjilainc-d  to  tho  PopQ ;  but  his  Ilulincss  laughed  at  the 
affair,  and  terminated  it  by  sending  her  Majesty  a  peaeo-oflerin^ 
which  sho  eontornptuoutily  handetlover  to  the  complainant. 

Gunuain  lookod  upon  the  religious  observances  of  Some  with  the 
eye  of  a  French  eneyclop*!*liHt«.  He  d(«lan>a  that  the  Itonianabum 
before  the  Madonna,  and  in  their  churclies,  more  oil  tlian  tlie 
Parisians  both  Inini  and  swallow.  "  Lon^  live  tjt  Anthony  1"  ho 
exclaims,  as  ho  de^ribcs  the  horses,  wasea.  and  mules  all  going,  ou  the 
saint's  feBtivid,  to  bo  sprinkled  with  holy  water,  and  to  receive  the 
benediction  of  a  reverend  father.  "  AU  would  go  to  ruin,  say  tiie 
Romans,  if  this  act  of  piety  were  omitted.  So  nobody  escapes  pay- 
ing toll  on  Ibis  occasion,  not  Niwtro  Signoro  himself"  Tlion  follows 
an  account  of  a  procession  to  St  Peter's,  on  the  nipetltion  of  eertfun 
new  converts,  which  is  comprca'^cd  into  a  single  paragraph  purposely 
long,  intricate,  and  obscure  ;  '*  a  sentence,"  says  Germain,  "  which 
I  have  drawn  oxit  to  this  length  to  imitjite  the  ceremony  itself." 
Soon  aft-er  we  meet  him  at  the  cemetery  of  Pontianus,  "  where,"  he 
observes  with  all  the  mock  gravity  of  Bayle,  "  there  lie  50,263  mar- 
tyrs, without  counting  the  women  and  children.  Each  of  ua  was 
allowed  to  carry  off  one  of  these  holy  bodiea.  That  which  fell  to  my 
shun*  hail  been  too  bi^  for  the  bole  in  which  it  was  found.  I  had 
in&nite  trouble  in  disinterring  it,  for  it  was  quite  wot,  and  the  holy 
bones  were  all  wiueezed  and  jammed  together.  I  am  atili  knocked 
up  with  the  labour." 

Tlie  PojH!  liimself  fanw  no  better  than  the  ccremoniea  and  relics 
of  hia  church.    "  If  I  should  attempt,"  he  says,  "  to  give  you  an  exact 
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Mcoont  of  thn  health  of  liis  Hulinotts,  I  mo-st  be;^n  with  Ovid,  '  In 
nora  fort  animus  mututiu  dic^^rt;  foriuiu>.'  At  tbu  lie  is  sick,  ut  fif- 
teen well  a^diii,  al  eighteen  eating  as  uiuch.  as  fijur  men,  at  Iweniy- 
four  dropaical.  They  eay  hp  has  vowod  never  to  leave  his  monL  if 
»o,  M.  StnuM!  det-brea  that  he  can  novur  ^ftadispeiiftitjon,  not  even 
fmm  hiiivsplf,  oh  liin  eoufinement  will  bu  du  jure  diviuo.  'ITih  nii- 
pU-asant  part  of  ihu  ulfuir  is,  tliut  they  Kay  he  has  given  up  uU  thooghta 
of  croatini^  new  cardinals,  furgtttling  in  liiu  re>itorwi  boaltli  the  scrupltis 
be  fell  wiipn  sick  ;  like  other  great  ainnenj." 

liiddh'nt  a.nd  Iiypochondriacal  as  lie  was,  Innocent  XL  had  eignal- 
taod  hiin»i.lf,  not  only  by  the  virtues  which  Burnet  ascnhes  to  him 
in  his  tr^vols,  but  by  two  runicirkablc  odiote.  Oni.<  of  tlu>m,  whicl^^H 
i:<>uld  not  bu  decorously  quoted,  rej;uiaU.-<.l  the  uppoamntjo  on  thi^^| 
stag<^  of  certain  clusaes  of  siQgers ;  tlio  otht^r  (uiidtr  tlie  iwoultieB  of 
tiix  days'  exc-oinmunication,  and  of  incapacity  for  absolution,  even  in 
the  article  of  death,  save  from  the  Pope  liinisclf),  cummau<l«l  all 
UAifs  to  wear  up  to  their  cliins,  and  down  to  their  wrist.s,  draperifa 
not  transparent.  '*The  i^uoen  of  tSpaiu,"  says  our  fucutiuus  B«iie- 
dictine,  "immediately  had  a  new  drosa  made,  and  sent  it  to  her 
nuncio  at  Korae,  to  a»cerU\in  wliother  it  tallied  exactly  with  the 
onlinauce  :  for,"  he  continues  (the  inference  ia  not  vory  clear),  "  ono 
Bust  allow  that  Sjnnish  ladies  have  not  a«  much  delicacy  as  our  own." 

He  hat  another  story  for  the  exhilaration  of  St  Germain-dce-Pr^, 
tA  the  expense  of  both  pope  aiid  cardlrmU.  A  party  of  the  sacred 
iiollflge  were  astonnded,  after  dinner,  by  the  appearance  of  an  austere 
Capuchin,  who,  as  an  unexpected  addition  to  tfanir  dessert,  rebuked 
their  indoktice  and  luxury,  anil  their  talkativeness  even  during 
High  Haas.  Then,  fjassing  onwards  to  on  inner  chamber,  the 
preacher  addressed  his  Uolinetis  himself,  on  tlie  sin  of  an  inordinate 
solicitude  about  healtti — no  inapproprutte  theme  ;  for  lie  H'as  lying 
ia  the  centre  of  fonr  fires,  and  b«aAath  the  load  of  seven  corcrlets, 
haring  recently  soiitaiHed  a  sorgical  operation ;  on  wldvh  G«muun 
remarkt^.  that  if  it  had  taken  phice  in  summer,  **it  would  have  been 
ail  up  with  the  holy  ntan." 

The  Josuitfi  of  course  tafa»  ttioir  turn.     At  the   table  of  the 
Cardinal  E^rees,  Mabtllon  uml  Germain  me«t  the  Father  Couplet, 
who  had  passed  thirty  years  in  China.      "  I  do  not  know," 
Qenoain,  "  whether  he  was  uumdariu  and  nathemattcal  apostle 
tbe  aanie  Lime ;  but  Ue  tcdd  iis  that  one  of  his  brethren  was 
emtncmt  an  A.ttrolofrur  as  to  have  buen  created  u  mandaiin  of 
third  rla.'».     Ife  said  that  another  of  them  was  raiiting  himself  l 
OOHlamplatioQ  to  the  thirl  heaven,  before  ai^tuoUy  foinj^  there. 
ham  my  doubts  about  his  succtias.     HuweTar,  Father  Couplut  told 
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Chrftieittr.     'My  OfirtHfijit/,'  kv 


|}pRit  fir  hiid  a  vTjy  niiraoroiia 

'  6&id,  *  consists  af  moro  tlian  :iU,()liU  aouls.'  Do  ytm 
believe  Lis  story,  that  tbere  an!  Ibrly  niilliuns  of  inlmbilants  in 
Pokin,  anJ  from  two  Lo  thrw  huudied  niillions  in  (Jluiiii  at  Urg»T  I 
do  not" 

This  kmm  olfwrvnr  is  not  silrnt  on  the  cold  reception  at  Kotdo  of 
the  TOToratiou  of  tho  Edict  at  Nant»L  llio  arrofpint  riainu  of  Louis 
XTV.  on  buhalf  of  the  (iaUican  ('hurch  and  Crown  had  abated  much 
of  tlie  enthitHiitsm  with  whicli  tht  rooa^ttrc  would  utlierwist!  ham 
been  haiUt- 1.  "  Well,"  olworvBs  Germain  (one  cim  soe  tbo  risin;?  of 
bu  dhotddcrs  aa  Im  writer),  **a  liundjvd  years  ofi'j  they  look  a  yciy 
diffcivnt  t.>no  about  Uio  IIuguenotH.  The)'  not  only  offorod  pnhlte 
timnksgi\'inf*  on  their  maastu^rc  by  Ch&rles  IX.,  but  hong  the  walle 
of  the  i-fjyal  hall  in  th«  Vatican  with  pictures  of  Ibe  mimler  of 
Coli^;ny  und  of  tlio  butchunus  uf  St  Bartholocaow,  Thuy  »till  form 
ita  chief  oriiameutA," 

Evpn  when  a{>^ionip»nyinf:;  MabiUnn  on  a  pilgriina^  to  the  endle 
of  tbcir  Onler  at  Monte  (_^ino,  Germ&ia  looks  about  him  with  the 
mma  esprit  forL  "  iU  tho  foot  of  the  monntoin,'*  be  aaya, ' '  we  found 
an  inn,  where  we  leamcl  to  fust,  aj^  wo  got  nothing  but  aoioe 
uabbuf^-^  wliich  I  could  n[>t  eat,  some  nuts,  and  one  appln  fur  our 
mippur.  Tlirm  wo  paid  tlurty  fnitins  lor  a  wretched  bail,  wjiich  we 
divided  h«5t.we4>n  lis,  in  the  midiH  of  bugs  and  fleas."  Chi  tho  oeXt 
tiay  tlicy  luckily  fell  in  with  tlio  viear-gwieral  of  the  Bamabitta,  a 
i^nmchiruin,  from  whom  (he  says)  "  we  got  some  cheese  and  pce- 
BDrres,  and,  hnaUy,  a  glass  of  Lm:hr}-ma ;  as  ha  told  ns,  to  sbvDf^thea 
the  atonaooh.  Keaohiug  at  length  the  oiaiuiun  of  the  abbS  of 
MbDt«  Oaiino,  he  made  a,  fSto  for  ua,  and  bore  witne^  to  oar 
oxRelknt  appfftitca." 

Habilloii'a  devotion  at  the  tranb  of  his  patriaidi  is  described  m 
deep,  fervent,  and  protracted.  Germain  eonda  to  their  friend  l^r^ 
cheron  a  pii'tur«*que  artiount  of  tho  dross  and  aspect  of  the  monkis 
an  <.'ntbui<iaMic  description  of  the  library,  a  very  pretty  ekeich  of  the 
BiljiKxat  coautry,  with  a  f^raphic  representation  of  the  cbim;h  and 
the  cctvmunial  obaervod  in  it;  and  pmmiBua  bis  comApondt'ut  *^to 
a&y  a  inai'.')  for  him  at  tho  foot  of  ticneilict'a  tomb."  With  the  ex- 
oc^on  of  tluit  aflsuranoe  (wbrtber  gravt)  or  gay  it  is  not  easy  to  dfr* 
termino),  the  whole  lottor  mif^ht  have  boen  written  hy  Miie 
Hartinonu,  and  woald  ba^'o  done  no  diacivdit  even  to  her  powers  of 
oottTertinj?  her  readere  into  hor  fL'Uow-travt'ilhn*. 

Sncli  of  the  lettitra  comprised  in  tiiii  cdloction  M  are  written  1^ 
Ifabillon  himself,  relate  exclusively  to  the  dutiffi  of  his  mission  ; 
and  an>  grave  and  siiupla,  though  jM>rluipti  too  elaborately  oourloowa. 
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la  tlie  lasi.  volume  aro  soiuq  conlriljiitioiis  from  Quesnel,  whoae 
gmgiilar  fate  it  is  to  hare  betin  wjnsureJ  by  tho  Vo\Mi,  Ck-niont  XI., 
and.  fioifigised  by  De  Itanc;^  tlu*  Trapplst,  by  Iji  CImiae  the  Jesxiit, 
by  VoIt4iire  tho  Wit.  imil  by  Cmisiii  tbo  Philudopher.  Tljo  plca- 
Bantricw  uf  Michel  Gormuiii  ami  the  fi-eeiloms  of  Estionnot  iire  far 
from  being  tho  best  things  in  M.  Vulery's  book.  We  have  .--elL'ctQd 
them  rathpr  as  being  tho  most  apposito  to  our  iminiHliutt!  purpoao. 

In  this  wirrnspoiicIencG  three  of  the  most  umiiient  of  the  congre- 
gation of  St  Maur  Inmsuiit  from  Italy  such  inlt;lli;^eni:e  and  reiuarks 
as  appear  to  them  best  atlaj)!^!  to  interest  other  three  of  tlie  most 
eminent  of  their  brotherhool  at  Paris.  If  the  table-talk  of  the 
refectory  at  St  Gnrmain-dcs-Prt-s  was  of  the  same  funeral  character, 
the  monks  there  had  no  better  title  to  the  praise  of  an  a^ietie  social 
intercourse,  than  the  students  or  tlie  barristers  in  the  halls  of  Clir 
Chiirth,  or  of  Liticobi's  tiiii.  It  wonM  Iw  diftin.iilt  to  suppose  aal 
appetite  for  j^ossip  more  ke<in,  or  umre  luxuriously  gratilied. 

'JTIie  'wTitors  ami  the  n>ct_'ivcra  of  thcstr  letters  were  all  men  devoted 
by  the  most  sacrr^d  vows  t^j  tho  duties  of  the  Christiau  priesthood  j 
yet  in  a    conJidcntial   epistolary   intercourse,   extending   through 
tighteeu  succeaaive  moutiiH,  no  one  of  them  uttere  a  sentiment,  or 
dieciiAae^  a  question,  from  which  it  could  be  gathered  that  hft  8ua-^ 
tainted  any  religious  ofbco,  or  seriously  enlei-tained  any  religious  be- 
lief whatever.     It  may  he  that  our  Protealant  divines  oceasionally  . 
liunsgrcss  tho  limits  %Wthin  which  modesty  should  con&no  tbo  dia-1 
cloauie,  even  to  the  moat  intimate  friends,  of  the  interior  muvements " 
of  a  devout  spirit     iSut  all  reverence  to  the  memory  of  onr  Dod- 
dridges  and  Howes,  our  Yemis  and  Newtons  !  whoso  familiar  lettcxB, 
-if  sometimes  cliargea1]le  with  a  failure  iu  that  graceful  reserve,  yet 
Always  glow  with  a  holy  unction,  and  can  at  least  never  bo  chu^god 
with  the  frigid  indifference  whiuh  these  learned  Ilcnedictiiies  exhibit 
on  tlie  subjects  to  which  they  bad  all  moat  solemnly  devoted  their 
talents  and  their  lives. 

Visiting,  for  the  first  time,  the  places  which  they  regani  as 
oeuLre  of  Christian  unity,  as  the  Beat  of  apostolic  dominion,  as  Uii 
temple  towards  whicli  all  tlie  chundie^s  of  the  earth  should  worship, 
as  the  ever  salient  fountain  of  tnith,  and  as  the  ahode  of  him  who 
impenKtnates  to  Ids  brother  men  the  Divine  Kedeemer  of  mankind, 
not  a  solitary  word  of  awe  or  of  tenderness  falls  from  their  pens — 
not  a  fold  of  those  dark  tunics  is  heaved  by  any  Ihrob  of  grateful 
rememhiunno  or  of  exulting  hope.  Tlicy  could  not  have  trnveraodj 
Moscow  or  Amsterdam  with  a  more  imperturbable  phlegm ; 
have  sauntered  along  the  banks  of  tho  Seine  or  the  courts  of 
Louiie  in  a  temper  more  perfectly  dcbonnoire. 


Protestant  zeal  may  be  sometimes  rude,  bitter,  and  contiinielioiw 
in  denrmncin;;  Roman  Catholic  .siipfirRtition».  It  is  a  fault  to  be 
sternly  rebukud.  But  how  adequately  censure  these  reverend  mem- 
bora  of  that  communion,  who,  without  one  passing  sijjh,  or  ono  in- 
dignant phnig«,  dt^piet  the  sJuimeful  libuses  ot  the  holioat  offices  of 
their  Church,  with  cold  sarcasms  and  hoai-tless  unconcern  I 

Rome  c-ombatH'd  lier  IVitestant  aiitJigoniBts  by  the  aid  of  tlio 
Jesuits  iu  the  world,  and  of  the  Benedictines  in  the  closet  Yet  to 
those  uUinnecs  sho  owes  much  of  tho  miont  revolt  oRainst  her 
autimrity  which  lias  charactei-iaud  tho  lust  hundred  yeure ;  and  of 
which  tho  progress  is  daily  becoming  more  apparent.  The  Jesuits 
involved  lier  in  their  own  too  well  merited  tlisestucm.  The  Bene- 
ilictinos  have  armed  the  philosophy  both  of  Franeo  and  Germany 
with  some  of  tlic  ketsnt^t  weapons  by  which  she  bos  been  assailed. 
It  was  an  ill  day  for  the  Papacy,  whftu  the  congregation  of  St 
Maur,  at  the  instance  of  Bcnanl,  called  the  attention  of  their  follow- 
counlrymeu  to  the  mediroval  history  of  the  Church,  and  invited  the 
most  t}ulighteue<l  gL>neratiou  of  m<m  whom  ICurope  hud  ever  seen, 
to  study  autl  l>elieve  a  miise  of  f;ible:4  of  %vhich  the  most  au<hicioU9 
Gn^ciau  niythologiat  would  have  bi>en  asliamed,  oiul  at  which  tbo 
credulity  of  a  whole  college  of  augurs  wouUI  have  staggered. 

It  M-oa  but  a  too  proliiic  sf»il  on  whicli  tliia  seed  was  scattonxl. 
At  the  moment  when,  in  the  integrity  of  bis  heart,  Mabiliou  was 
propagating  thcao  legomls,  the  walls  of  his  monastery  woro  olV-u 
Ipaasod  by  a  youth,  whose  falcon  eye  illuminated  with  ceaseless 
I  change  one  of  the  most  expressive  coiiii (finances  in  which  the  human 
soul  had  ever  found  a  mirror.  If  the  venenible  old  man  had  fort^ 
seen  how  that  eye  would  ono  day  traversf;  his  Be-nedicline  annals, 
iu  a  too  successful  search  for  the  materials  of  the  most  overwholniiiig 
ridicule  of  all  which  ho  hold  holy,  ho  would  cheerfully  have  con- 
signed bis  unGuiahed  volumes,  and  with  them  his  own  Uoiiourvd 
name,  to  oblivion.  Kot  so  would  Michel  (^lenuain,  Claude  EsUen- 
not,  and  the  brethren  for  whusc  amu?»emi'nt  they  wrote,  liuvo  con- 
temjilateil,  if  tlM>y  eouhl  have  foreknown,  the  approaching  career  of 
the  young  .Vrouet.  Tliough  they  clung  to  the  Church  of  Rome 
iwith  all  tlio  anttiiir  of  parti.-utnu.  and  though  their  attachment  to 
lier  was  probably  sincere,  their  convictioas  must  have  been  faint, 
unripe,  ami  wavering.  The  mists  of  doubt,  though  insuHifiient  to 
deprive  them  of  their  faith  iji  Christianity,  Iml  struck  a  dump  and 
abiding  chill  into  their  hearts.  If  they  liaii  lived  long  enough  to 
know  tho  patriarch  of  Ferney,  they  would  have  beeu  uousciuus  of 
the  close  aMnity  between  his  spirit  and  their  own. 
How  could  it  liave  been  otherwiBo  1    From  diainterring  legends 
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&ad  tradititms  revolting  to  Uieir  hearts  and  umlerstandingSr  tbey 
posisd  to  IComei  there  to  diBinter  foul  maaeea  uf  holy  boniits,  to  eon- 
turaplate  sacred  proccsaious  of  mules  and  ames,  to  tiud  a  corpulent, 
self- indulgent  Taletii«Iiu:triun  sustaining  the  ebaractAr  of  tlic  vicar  of 
Cliriat,  and  to  ili»oovor  ilmt  tho  liaeeat  niotivea  of  worldly  interest 
dictated  to  the  Papal  court  tho  decisions  for  wliich  thf^j  dared  to 
claim,  a  divine  impulse  and  a  divijic  inl'allibilitjr.  Frinu  such  follies 
and  auch  pretensioua  these  leazned  persous  iumod  away  with  im- 
iiKafiiirable  contempt.  The  fiwdom  of  tboi^ht  wbich  unveiled  to 
them  ihcfiC  frnuxlff  h-iX  them  din^ustrd  iivith  irmir,  bat  did  not  cony 
them  forward  to  the  piirsiui  of  LtuLIl  Without  tho  imbecility  to 
poipect  such  extravagances,  they  were  also  without  the  courage  to 
denounce  and  repudiate  them.  Their  8ui>eriar  light  taught  them  to 
expose  and  riiiicule  religions  error ; — ^il  did  not  t«ach  them  to  era- 
hace  unwelcome  truth.  In  that  book  which  ta  "  the  i-eligion  of 
Protcvtantfi,"  klwy  might  have  read  that  '*  the  light  is  the  life  of 
" — that  is,  of  men  who  obey  and  follow  its  guidance.  Then 
I  they  might  hare  learned  that  **  tlic  light  which  is  in  ub  may  be 
" — that  ii.  may  at  once  ilhimiiiato  the  inquisitive  intellect, 
•ad  darken  the  iusonsible  heart.  Tho  letters  which  they  have  be- 
queathed to  us,  iutcrc8ting  as  they  are  in  other  reapecta,  afford 
melancholy  proof  bow  deeply  the  yoanger  Benedictinea  of  th«  con- 
gngafcion  of  St  Maur  ware  alxeady  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  that 
difioatroua  pfailoaophy,  which  was  destined,  before  tho  lapse  of 
another  century,  to  iubvcii-  the  ancient  institutions  of  their  native 
land,  and  with  them,  the  venerable  Ikbcic  of  their  own  illustrious 
Order: 
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Alt,  religions,  anii  all  age«,  have  their  saints  ;  their  men  of  on- 
earthly  mould  ;  8elf-<'i:fnquaror8  ;  sublime  even  in,  tlieir  errors ;  not 
altogether  hateful  in  their  very  erimes.     If  a  man  wonld  understand 
^  the  dormant  powers  of  his  own  nature,  let  him  reail  the  Acta  mine- 
ttm.     Or,  if  "  too  high  this  price  of  knowliMigp,"  let  him  at  least 
r'ftcquaint  himself  with  the  legends  of  the  later  heroes  of  the  Gallican 
Chorch.     Of  all  a^r^tica  they  were  the  least  repnisive.     Tliey  waged 
irar  on  dulnoas  with  the  ardour  of  Dangeau  and  St  Simon,  and  with 
etill  better  success.     While  maiMirating  their  bodies  in  the  cloiftters 
of  Port^Royd,  they  did  not  cease  to  be  French  men  and  Knmch 
women  of  the  Augustan  Eige.     While  practising  the  monastic  Tirtuft 
of  eilence,  their  social  spirit  escaped  uiis  unwelcome  restraint,  in  ft 
body  of  Memoire  as  copious  as  tboee  which  record  the  splendour  and 
Lthe  miserie.f  of  Versailles.     A  rapid  sketch  of  the  sabstunce  of  thnm 
Iznonosuc  chronicles  may  not  be  withatit  its  use  in    directing  the 
btttention  of  our  readers  to  one  of  the  most  romaricablo  episodes  in 
ecclesiastical  history. 

He  whose  journey  lies  from  Versailles  to  Chevrense,  will  soon 
find  himself  at  the  brow  of  a  steep  cleft  or  hollow,  iMt^freectiiig  the 
monotonoua  plain  acroaa  whieh  he  has  been  pBasing.  The  brook 
which  winds  through  llie  verdant  meadows  henrath  him,  sb^^tes 
into  a  large  pool,  reflecting  the  matilated  Gothic  arch,  the  waters 
mill,  and  the  dovecot,  which  use  from  its  banks ;  with  the  farm- 
house, the  decayed  towers,  tho  forest  trees,  and  innnmemble  shrubs 
and  creeper?  which  clothe  the  slopes  of  the  valley.  Prance  has 
many  a  lovelier  pros[>ect,  though  this  is  not  withmrt  \Ut  beauty  ; 
and  many  a  Held  of  more  heart-stirring  interest,  though  this,  too, 
has  been  ennobled  by  heroic  daring ;  but  through  the  length  and 
^Ivreadth  of  that  land  of  chivalry  and  of  song,  tho  troTcUer  will  in 
ain  seek  a  spot  so  sacred  to  genius,  to  piety,  and  to  virtue.  Tliat 
arch  is  all  whi<:h  remuna  of  the  once  crowde<l  monastery  of  Port- 
oyaL     In   thoso  woods  Bacdne  fiiat  learned  the  langos^ — the 
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iinivorsal  language — of  poetry.  Under  the  roof  of  that  hamltlo 
tumihou&e,  Pascal,  AruauM,  Nicole,  l>e  Saci,  and  Tilleinoiil,  nir.di- 
tated  those  works,  whit-b,  as  long  as  civiliBation  and  ChriKtiunity 
wirvive,  will  retain  tlieir  liold  on  tho  gratitude  and  reverence  of 
mankind.  Thpre  were  given  innuraijmble  proofs  of  the  gmeeful 
good  humour  of  Henry  IV,  To  this  Boclusion  retired  the  heroine 
of  the  Fronde,  Ann  Genevieve,  Duchefw  of  Longueville,  to  Rwik  tho 
peace  which  llio  world  enuld  not  give.  Madame  de  Sevign^  di*-, 
covered  hrre  B  pla<*e  "  totit  proprc  a  iiispjrer  le  deair  de  faire  so; 
aalut."  From  the  Pcitit  Triunon  anil  Marly,  there  cami!  hither  to 
worship  God,  many  a  courtier  and  many  a  beauty,  heurt-broken  or 
jaded  witli  the  very  vanity  of  vanities— the  idolatry  of  Iheir  fellow- 
mortals.  Siin*ey  French  society  iu  tho  seveuiecnth  century  Jjom 
what  aspect  you  will,  it  mnttera  not,  ut  Port-Koynl  will  ho  found 
the  most  illudtrious  examples  of  whatever  imparted  to  that  motley 
Heembhige  any  rr^U  dij^nlty  or  permanent  regard.  Even  to  tht 
mere  antiquarian,  it  wut;  not  without  a  lively  interest. 

At  the  eve  of  hia  dei>arture  to  the  conqueat  of  the  Holy  Sepul- 
chre, the  good  knight,  Matthicu  de  Marli,  coat  a  wistful  gaso  over 
the  broad  lands  of  his  ancestors,  and  entrusted  to  his  spouse, 
MttthUdu  de  Gurluade,  the  wire  of  executing  some  work  of  piety  by 
which  to  propitiate  tlie  Divine  favour,  and  lo  insure  his  safe  lelum. 
A  Benedictine  monaster}',  for  the  reception  of  twelve  ladies  of  the 
Cisterciiin  Order,  was  accordingly  erected,  in  imitation  of  tlie 
CathiHlral  at  Amiens,  and  by  the  same  architect     Fonr  centuries 

witiiRssod  the  gradual  increji.se  of  the  wealth  and  splendour  of  tha i 

foundation,  i'retatos  of  the  houses  of  Sully  and  !Neiuoura  cnlargof^^l 
its  privilnj^ea.  Pope  Huaorius  III.  authorised  the  e»*iebn»tion  of^^l 
thp  sQcrwl  oflice  witliin  iia  walls,  even  though  the  whole  country 
should  be  lying  luider  u  papal  interdict ;  and  of  the  host  consecrated 
ou  the  profession  of  a  nun,  seven  fmginenta  might  be  solemnly  ctm- 
HdeU  lo  her  own  keeping,  that,  fur  as  matiy  successive  days,  she 
mi^hl  admini-ster  to  hcTself  the  holy  sacrament.  Yet  how  arrest 
by  spiritual  immunities  the  earthwsrd  tendency  of  iiH  sublunary 
things  1  At  the  rlose  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.,  tlie  religious  ladies 
of  Port-Royal  had  learned  to  adjust  their  "  robes  a  gnuides  miiucUes" 
tu  the  best  advantages  Promenailes  by  the  margin  of  the  Uko 
relieved  the  tedium  of  monastic  life.  Gayer  stmius  of  music  than 
thoite  of  tlift  rhoir  might  be  heartl  from  the  ailjacent  woods ;  and  if 
a  cavulier  from  Paris  or  Chcvreusc  had  chanced  to  pursue  bis  game 
that  way,  tho  fair  musicians  were  not  absolutely  concealed  nor  in- 
exorably sUeut     i5u  lightly  aat  the  burden  of  their  vows  on  t' 
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amkiljle  nv.lusefi,  that  the  jjaj^esl  courtier  ini;;hl  well  covet  for  his 
portionlo>ift  daughter  the  rank  of  their  lady  ahbosa. 

Such  at  least  was  the  judgment  of  M.  Marion.  Tie  was  advocaie- 
gODcml  to  Ilenry  IV.,  aiid  maUjrnal  graudfather  of  Jaquclino  Marie 
Aii(;c'lique,  ani^of  Agnes  Armiuld.  Jobhiug  is  not  one  of  the  arts 
to  tho  iiivenlioij  of  whieh  the  niodHms  may  lay  olaini.  M.  Marion 
obtained  from  "the  father  of  his  people"  the  coiiiljnh'rie  of  the 
Abbey  of  Port-Royal  for  the  high-spirited  Jaqucline,  then  in  her 
eighth  year;  and  that  of  St  Cyr  for  Ihe  mnre  gentlo  Agnes,  over 
■whuiD  not  more  than  five  summers  had  passed.  The  young  ladies 
renounced  at  once  the  nursery  and  the  world.  A  single  stop  con- 
du{;ted  them  front  tlie  leading  strings  to  the  veil.  Before  the  com- 
pletion of  her  iiriit  decade,  jSngelique,  on  the  death  of  her  immediate 
predeve^sur.  found  hereelf,  in  plonary  rights  tba  aljlieas  and  ruler  of 
her  nioiinstery ;  and,  in  atle«tation  of  her  spiritual  espouwilg,  as- 
sninwi  the  title  and  the  mime  of  the  Mere  Angelique,  by  which  she 
Las  since  been  eolcbrutcd  in  the  annals  of  the  Church. 

To  the  Church,  howeveir,  mu.<;t  not  be  imputed  this  breach  of 
Dccleaiastical  di»ci[i]ine.  In  the  ardour  of  his  parental  aflection», 
the  leJimcKi  advocate-geneml  wiia  hurrie<l  into  acte  for  wbinh  ho 
would  have  cou.sigTie<i  a  criminal  of  lower  degree  to  tlie  galleys. 
He  ohtiiinnl  the  nspiisitc  bulls  from  Rome  by  forgotl  nrrtiticates  o( 
his  gmnddflughl^r's  age  ;  and  to  Ibia  treason  agninat  the  Holy  See, 
Ilenry  himseLf  was  at  least  an  accessory  after  the  fact  Hunting  in. 
the  valley  of  Port-Royal,  the  gay  monarch  tivspiissod  on  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  sacred  encloiture.  To  repel  the  royal  intruder,  a  child, 
bearing  in  Iiiu-  hand  the  crosier  which  bespoke  her  high  cuuveutual 
rank,  issued  from  the  gnt«9  of  the  abbey  at  the  head  of  a  solemn 
procession  of  nuns,  and  rebuked  her  sovereign  with  all  the  majesty 
of  an  infant  Ambrose.  Henry  laughed  and  obeyed.  Illorion'a 
detected  fruud  would  seem  to  have  passed  for  a  good  practical  joke, 
and  for  nothing  more.  In  the  result,  however,  no  occurrence  ever 
contributed  la^  to  the  comedy  of  life,  or  formed  the  commencement 
of  0  series  of  events  mon^  grave  or  touching.  It  would  be  difficult 
or  impiw-siblo  to  discover,  in  the  history  of  the  Church,  the  name  of 
any  woman  who  has  left  so  deep  an  impress  of  her  character  on  tlm 
Uioughts  and  the  conduct  of  the  Christian  commonwealth. 

The  family  of  Arnauld  held  a  conspicuous  stiilion  among  the 
noblcAse  of  Provence,  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries.  In 
a  later  age  a  member  of  that  houag  enjoyed  the  singular  honour  of 
at  once  serving  Catharine  de  Mcdicia  as  her  procureur-geneml,  and 
of  defeating,  sword  in  hand,  at  the  head  of  his  servants,  the  fon» 


tnmniitUd  U*  Ibrteae  wbA  Im  ottee  lo 

thn  btMfauirl  ot  CallMnM  Manan.     Thej  voe  th»  teppy  1 

«f  nA  IsM  tfMn  Iirail7  cUIdfen.     Of  tkne  ll»  vwhrm^  « 

(miirntcx,  wtebwMpntod  toUwana 

■Uvlwfm     FhrvaTtiMiiHslilecior  tfai 

vi4l  hi  th«  Abbcr  of  Port-Bo^    TVir  mt 

VM  •'Imiltad  in  her  widowhood  into  Aal 

arinfart^r  of  Look  XIY.,  L«  XjBtie,  anrirvBed  ammg  1^ 

of  fonaMic  doqVBSee  in  Pnne^  and  De  Sad,  Ike  saftor  of  tke  htat 

TRfnm  of  Cbv  RCny  ociiptvm  into  ths  fkikb  HnjBif^  mn  wiw 

of  h«r  gnn»d«Di&     Before  her  deith  the  venasUe  iiarni  had  aeaa 

iMBnliMimraiidMl,  in  the  moBMtery  end  ^  ac^ionnig  h«Bt^gBi^ 

ty  e^toea  of  h«r  deee«D«iant«  in  the  first  md  eeeond  gnermtioae ; 

BOT  nntiJ  the  ffnal  divpenion  of  the  aidterhood,  in  the  be^TnoiaK 

of  the  seventeenth    eentuiy,  hud  the  poeteriCy   of    AnUmte   amd 

Gkthtnne  AnMoId  oened  to  rule  in  the  bome  of  which  the  M^t« 

JLa^eliqne  had.  seventy  yean  before,  been  the  renowned  re#onmc 

To  iLne  who  beliere  that  the  psycbolo^cai  distinctioa  of  tho 
OKxat  may  he  traced  to  phjaieal  esoeea ;  and  that,  where  they  naitbor 
mmnj  nor  are  giTen  in  marriage  thcne  distinctions  will  for  e««ff 
Smpftar^  the  duncter  of  Angelique  is  lees  perplexing  than  to  tiio 
•dwotes  of  the  oppoeit«  theory.  Her  iinderatandtng,  her  ipcrit, 
sd  h?r  TcaolTee,  were  nil  efwentially  maacnline.  She  was  enduad 
vilh  the  varioiM  ficaltiefl  by  which  man  either  extorti  or  wins  d«- 
aarion  orer  his  fL-Maw-men  ; — vrtth  addreao,  courage,  fortitu<ie,  self- 
gAnee^  and  on  niifAltcring  gaze  lixed  tm  objeda  at  on<:e  too  raA-  to 
%il  ■oannd*  and  too  rtnnote  to  be  (iisnemcd,  but  hf  (lie  all-«eaick- 
hl(  fy«  of  faith.  Among  the  Isnteltt-ea  uf  old,  she  would  hav«  a»- 
Huu«d  the  olfice  of  Jadge;  or  wotiM  havegtren  out  omclfa  in  tbo 
ft<^ttt  0/ ancient  GermAiiy.  Bom  in  the  reign,  and  educated  near 
l||f  Outtrt,  of  a  HonrboQ,  thn  lighter  and  more  gi^ntle  elements  of  her 
funnd  exerdsB  eren  under  the  paralyf^ing  influencea  of  an 
lifr ;  for  Angeliqm  was  gay  and  light  of  hearty  and  St 
himself  might  have  forgiven  or  upplau'led  the  plaj'^al 
*h\*  ratary.  In  scaling  the  height*  of  devotion,  she  could 
m  aid^  and  that  of  otliera,  hII  the  r^Honrces  of  Uie  most 
uupaaaioned  muHtc.  To  flowers,  and  the  glad  face  of 
t^TO  back  tlioir  own  «mil(w  with  a  tme  woman's  sym- 
'^'ik  eneh  ItU-'rataru  aa  might  be  cultivated  within  tho 
convent,  she  was  intimately  eoavcrs&ntj  and  wouhl 


IMnuittcil  to  her  to  eauipe  from  tlieolof^ctil  into  popular  topiua. 
Concentrated  within  a  iJoniMtic  cirde,  anil  be«towpjl  on  a  hnftband 
or  &  cliild,  tha  affectiona  which  she  pourwl  out  on  every  human 
being  w!io  cUimeil  her  pity,  wouid  Iwve  burned  with  a  flimie  aa 
pure  ami  us  inloiise  an  wus  ^ver  hynnied  in  poetry,  or  ilreumt  of  Ln 
romance.  A  travuUer  on  the  highways  t»f  the  worUl,  she  miiBt  havt 
iucurrKil  ttvcry  peril  nxi-fjit  that  of  treui^iug  an  obscure  hihI  jji^lo- 
rious  pitth.  Immured  by  guperaition  in  a  cluister,  she  opened  the  way 
at  once  to  sublunary  fame  and  to  an  immortal  recompense ;  and  haa 
left  a.ii  example  as  diingfTouu  as  it  may  be  itt»luL-tive  to  feeblei 
mindit  wlio.  in  ;i  dt^penite  imitation  of  auch  a  model,  ahould  hazard 
a  aiuiilor  »;Lf-devotion. 

Angelique,  indeed,  might  be  fitted  for  a  nunnery  ;  for  such  waa 
tho  stieugth,  and  such  tho  sacred  harmony,  of  her  spirit,  that  whilal 
still  ft  aojouniei  on  earth,  she  seemed  alrt^dy  a  denizen  uf  heavtin. 
When  a  child,  she  uudei-^vo<Ml  as  a  i:hiid  ;  enjoying  the  ftporta,  tha 
Tttmbk-a,  and  the  social  iloIi;jhts  which  the  habita  of  Port-Koyal  bad 
not  then  forbidden.  With  advancii^  years  came  deeper  and  more 
melancholy  thoughts.  She  folt»  indeed,  (liow  could  she  but  foel?) 
the  yearnings  of  a  young  heart  for  a  world  where  love  and  honiag* 
awattt>d  her.  l^ut  ihnse  inysteri^  of  our  being  of  whitJi  the  mosl 
frivolous  are  not  altiii^ether  im«'oust:io«a,  pressed  with  unwtmled 
weight  on  liur.  A  spouAB  of  Oirist — a  8)>iritual  nioVlmr  of  tho»« 
who  sustained  the  same  awful  character — her  orisons,  her  rautina, 
and  her  vp-«poT  chants,  accompaniecl  by  unearthly  music  and  by 
forms  of  solemn  si^nihcance — the  (Jothic  pile  benouth  which  she 
aat  eiithroned^-aud  the  altar  wherH,  as  she  was  toi^ht,  the  viaibte 
presenoe  of  her  Redeemer  waa  daily  manifested—^  spoke  to 
her  of  a  high  destiny,  a  fearful  responsibility,  and  of  ohjecu  (u 
which  all  sablunar}'  ties  nii^^ht  well  he  itftvnn^^l,  and  a  aacrilica 
wisely  made  of  every  seltisH  feclLn^.  Nor  neeil  a  I*roteatftut  fear 
to  aeknowleilge.  tlial  on  a  heart  thus  consecruted  to  tho  service  of 
her  Milker,  rested  the  boly  influence,  familiar  to  all  wlto  meekly 
adore  tlio  great  Boiina*  of  wisdimi,  and  reverently  m'(|iiif,m'(>  in  his 
will.  As  a  sciencH,  ndigion  consists  in  the  knowU>i]ge  of  the  re- 
lations between  God  and  man  ;  as  a  living  principK:.  in  tho  *>Mrrr.is« 
of  the  correspcinding  iill'ectiona ;  as  a  rule  uf  duty,  iu  the  pr^rform- 
ance  of  the  actions  which  those  affections  prescribe.  The  principle 
may  thrive  ui  htnUlifuI  life  and  ejiergy,  though  the  science  l>e  ill 
understoo*!,  and  the  rule  imperfectly  apprphendHd.  For,  after  all, 
I  the  great  command  ie  1x>vq;  and  He  from  whom  that  command 
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1(1  v  r  II, M"  '',  ■•■':  r:.;.  t'lTli'T.  ii.- ■T.h'T.  f-T  kiii'Irt-l,  ilt-arly  n.-;  I  love 

0 My  'I'   if"   v.;!-  i(j  livf;  n:  ii*  hum  t-v.:v  'iTie  but  CnMl.  un- 

ViniH-n  I'l  -ittv  )iit;j.iM  i«-\ti-j,  ''Hi.filir-I  aii'l  !iiiiiil>'o,  wirli  no  witness 

ttit  Iiim-'IC.  vvitli  ti'i  "I<-i;tr  lii;;   f'l  iii'-i.-!..'  liim."     Her  tli^'nily  aa 

,M..  i-  <\,i.  ri'f.v  r'-;';ipi<;'i  ;i.'  ;i  Ijiini-ti.     K\>-ii  Ikt  priJtK-ti-il  riiforms 

\-,.\  I.iti    tln'ir  int'T'-.}..     'I',,  |ivi;  wIk-ii- Ikt  liuly  a-pirutioiis  ffou/t/ 

'fc  ttiw  irl'-'l,  tiri'I   wlit-ri:  cxiiiiipl'-n  of  lifiliin::-.-^  woiil4  ni>t  be  found, 

v-ita  1-'  i:M,ir  lo  ii  riinnr  iinliioii-i,  ;aiil  ihiTfiVin;  a  nif»re  atlriidive  spheio 

,-'  f.-i.'l  ni  il,     'riiJit,  .'.mil  r,i.,iiii;i)ioi]S  hIiouM  (LlzzIo  a  voun^  lady 

M  ,..■  CI  VI  nif'-iitli  yciit,  i«,  ii.  imi-;!  bt;  confi-ssed,  no  very  meiuorable 

■.-S-.1  .-1  ,  )ii||  t'l  diiTisli  no  iri'Mi'ctiiiil  liuiotiona  was  one  of  tho  cha- 

^in,.-i:iii<E  i>r  tlic  Meru  Angulic^ue;  aa  it  is,  indued,  of  all  powerful 
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'  ''minilft.  To  aHlio.ate  lior  fiRclpaiastical  rank,  anJ,  by  IjrpalLinjj  ft 
taintfid  mnriLl  atinospbore,  to  nourish,  by  thcj  force  of  wmtrvist,  llie 
loftier  ('hrietian  gruecs,  were  purposes  ultimately  exei-nteH,  thniijjh 
for  a  while  postponeiL  iSho  paused  ooly  till  tho  sistorhood  of  Vort- 
Koyal  should  have  acquired,  from  her  example  or  t«*thinj(,  that 
eiiuctily  ol"  mamn^rd  in  which  hor  creed  informed  Her  that  the  per- 
fection of  our  nature  consists.  To  the  eldor  Inrlies,  the  prtTspect  had 
few  charmfl.  I!ut  the  M'ill  of  their  yniing  iibhoss  prcvailiid.  Tlity 
laid  at  her  feet  their  separate  possessions,  ahandoned  every  wuidar 
amiifttimc.ut.  and,  closiiig  tho  i^fitm  of  their  monastery  against  all 
strau'^ers,  retired  to  that  unintprrupted  di*M;harye  of  their  spiritual 
exeiti'jes  to  which  their  vows  had  consiHued  thtstn.  Much  may  be 
real!,  in  the  conventual  annuls,  of  the  contest  with  her  family  to 
whitih  the  Mere  Angelique  waa  osposed  by  tho  last  of  thisae  rcaolu- 
tions.  On  a  day.  subsequently  held  in  hijrb  esteem  a3  the 
•'Joiirneo  du  Guiehet,"  her  parents  au<l  M,  D'Andilly,  her  eldest 
brother,  were  publitly  excluded,  by  hor  mundate,  from  the  hallowed 
pructQcts,  despite  theii*  reproaches  and  their  pmyers.  and  the  lilial 
agobies  of  her  own  heart.  That  fp-ijat  ^acriticM  aceompli^lied,  the 
Teat  was  eusy,  Povert^y  resumed  his  stem  domimoii.  Linen  gave 
place  to  the  coarsest  woollens.  Fasting  aud  -^ngils  eulKlucd  tho 
lower  appetitea ;  and  Port-Royal  was  ouoa:  mom  a  temple  whence 
the  sacritice^  of  devotion  rr<tie  with  an  unextint^uished  flame  to 
lieuveo,  thence,  as  it  was  piously  believed,  to  draw  do\vu  an  un- 
broken stream  of  blessiiig^  upon  earth. 

Far  diil'erent  were  the  strains  that  arose  from  the  nei^^libouring 
ibbey  nf  Mauhiftson,  under  tlie  rule  of  Mde  d'Ktrees.  That  spleu- 
lid  mansiuu,  with  ita  dependent  biironies  and  forests,  reseuiltletl  far 
mom  the  yvdaeo  and  gaMens  of  Armida,  than  a  retrfat  sacred  tn 
penitence  and  prayer.  She  was  tho  sister  of  the  too  famous  Ca- 
brielle,  to  wluwe  inlliicnco  with  Henry  she  was  indebted  for  this 
rich  preferment.  Indulging  without  restraint,  not  merely  in  llic 
luxuries  but  in  the  debaucheries  of  the  neighbouring  capital,  she 
had  provoked,  the  anger  of  the  king,  and  the  alamt  of  tho  Genenil 
of  the  Order.  A  visitation  of  tho  house  was  directed.  Madame 
d'Kiree^  imprisoned  the  visitors,  and  well-nigh  etjirved  them.  A 
second  body  of  dologaloa  prusented  themselves.  Penances,  at  least 
when  compulsory,  were  not  disused  at  Maubisann.  The  new  coin- 
niissioneist  were  locked  up  in  a  dungeon,  regaled  with  brearl  and 
water,  and  soundly  wSiippod  every  morning.  Supportwl  by  a 
guanl,  the  General  himself  then  liazanied  an  encounter  with  the 
fonnidahle  terinagaut.  He  returned  with  a  whole  skin,  but  Ijoast- 
ini;  nu  other  advantage,     ^oxt  appeared  at  the  abbey  gates  a  band 
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of  archers.  After  two  iLij-s  of  fHiifcless  expostiilMion,  they  broke 
ititf)  the  dncloaura  >rafiiimi?  now  rtmit^eil  her  UuHJiu.  She  took 
up  a  d(!fensive  p<psilion,  till  th<iii  imheard  of  in  the  scienoe 
strategy.  In  plain  tnrms  sho  went  to  beH.  A  more  ombarra 
nunceuvrc  wiw  never  executed  by  Tupemie  or  t-'ondd.  Tho 
waa  turned  into  a  blockade.  Hour  atler  hour  c-lapsed  ;  ni^hi 
cutided  to  dity,  and  day  Ui  night ;  but  slili  ihv  iibliuss  was  recumbent 
— unapjwii-ftllod, — unapproachable.  Driven  thus  lo  choof.e  betweeo 
a  ludicmtut  defeat  and  a  sore  scandal,  what  Fi-eudunim  could  lini^er 
hesitate  1  Bed,  blankets,  abbesa  and  all,  wero  raised  on  the  profanaj 
shouUIors  of  tho  archers,  lifK^d  intn  a  carriage,  and  nnwt  approf 
atcly  turned  over  to  the  keeping  tif  the  FiUfM  Pem'tent£n  at  l^aris. 

And  now  was  to  be  gratilii?d  the  lofty  wish  of  Angcliijuc  to 
treail  in  pjitlis  wliere,  unsuslained  by  any  human  sympathy,  elie 
mii^ht  cast  hersolf  ^rilh  an  undivided  reliance  on  the  Arm  which 
iho  knew  could  never  fail  her.  From  the  R»lemn  repow  of  Port- 
I^yiU,  she  was  called,  by  the  Oonerai  of  the  Order,  to  assume  tho 
government  of  the  ladies  of  Maubisson.  Xbetid  passing  from  the 
oceau  caTcs  to  tho  (^recian  camp,  did  nob  make  a  more  abrupt 
tiautfitiou.  At  Maubi^soii,  the  cumpRimitw  between  religious  duiiea 
and  earthly  pleiLsutcs  vma  ptar^'d  un  the  must  singular  footing. 
HiFouks  and  uun;^  aiiinitervd  tt>^ether  tlirouglt  the  gardens  of  tho 
raonastery,  or  anfjled  in  tlio  lakes  which  watered  them.  Fett'S 
were  cclebrattid  in  the  arbours  with  every  pledge  except  that  of 
temperance  IJenedictino  cowls  and  draperies  wore  blended  in  the 
dance  with  the  military  uniform  and  the  gtitf  brocach'S  of  thctr  secu* 
lar  guests  ;  and  the  evening  closed  with  canls  and  dice  and  amateur 
tlipatrir^ilK,  urilil  the  curUiin  fell  on  m^ne^  than  which  none  oonld 
more  rcipiire  that  friendly  shelter.  Toil  and  ami  might  neem  to 
have  fled  tb«  place,  or  rather  to  have  boen  reserved  extdiisively  for 
the  oiinfoasor.  Even  fiir  him  relief  was  providtMb  Considurately 
woifjhing  the  extent  of  the  labours  which  they  habitually  imposed, 
on  him,  bia  fair  pnnitentii  dn-w  up  ftir  their  common  ubo  certaiu 
written  forms  of  self-arraigument,  to  which  he,  with  e*iual  teuder- 
nesB,  responded  by  other  c^tablialted  forme  of  cou<tit<ii>tial  ah»olution. 

But  llie  Lady  entereil,  aiid  Comus  and  hie  crow  iled  the  hallowed 
flfround  which  they  had  thus  beoD  pennitted  to  dehle.  She  entered, 
with  all  the  majesty  of  faith,  tempered  by  a  meek  compaasion  for 
the  guilt  hhe  abhorred,  and  strong  in  that  virgin  purity  of  heart 
which  can  endure  uiihumied  the  contact  even  of  pollution.  *'  Uiir 
health  and  our  lives  may  lie  sacritioed,"  she  said  to  ber  aasociatei)  in 
this  work  of  mercy ;  "  but  tlie  work  is  the  work  of  Ciod  :"  and  in 
tJie  stiuugth  of  Gwl  she  jiecfaaued  it.     Sodusioa  from  the  world 
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•WM  again  ^stabliahed  within  Lho  n-'fuctorj'  ftii'i  the  domain  of  MaubiB- 
»oa.  NoviiiM  poweasing  a  "  genuioe  vocatiuu"  wt;ra  admiUod. 
AngcUquc  direcliiil  at  oiiw  the  seoiilitr  and  the  spiritual  alfitira  of 
the  convent.  All  Lho  dHtiiiis  of  a  feaUal  principality,  tlie  (Miucation 
of  the  yoiinft  the  care  o(  tho  eicic,  the  miotliing  of  the  |H!iutmita,  the 
nuofigeniBnt  of  the  penrerse,  the  conduct  of  tho  eacnicl  oili(>(»t, 
tlternately  engaged  her  timo ;  and  in  eiu^h  she  oxhibitt!d  a  getitle- 
ness,  a  gaiety,  and  a  tinnneiu  of  mind,  bt-fore  which  all  resistance 
gave  wa}'.  The  associates  of  Madame  d'Etroos  retained  Ujoir  lovo 
of  good  cheer,  and  An^elique  utueed  their  table  to  he  altf^nUj' 
•erred.  They  aiuig  tjoplonibly  ont  of  tune,  and  tlut  yoini^  abbem 
silently  endured  the  discord  which  racked  her  ear.  To  thfiir  miir- 
mura  she  an8wt>rud  in  her  kindoRb  accents.  Thrar  indolt;iii<»  she 
rebuked  only  by  pcrlonnirij^  tbci  most  meniiil  office*  in  their  service  ; 
and  she  inculcated  i^elf-denial  by  assi;;niD^  to  herself  a  dormitory 
which,  to  say  the  tmtli,  would  have  much  IwUnr  suitHd  the  houae- 
dog.  The  record  of  the  sti-an^ro  and  even  sordid  BcEf-iiumilifitions 
to  which  she  tlmu^'ht  it  ri;;bt  to  Ijow,  can  hanlly  1>e  reud  without 
a  amile  ;  but,  whatavor  may  have  been  tho  errors  of  her  creed,  a  more 
fcoucbiug  picture  haa  never  boon  drawn  of  the  triumphs  of  love  and 
of  viitdoQij  than  in  the  record  left  by  Madame  Suiroau  das  Angoa 
of  thia  passage  of  the  life  of  Angeiiqite  Amauld. 

But  Madame  d'Etrees  was  not  yet  at  the  end  of  her  resources. 
A  company  of  young  men,  under  the  guidance  of  hf*r  bn»ther-in- 
law,  the  Count  do  .Siiuzt\  were  obi*erved  one  evening  to  loit«r  near 
the  hoii»(}  of  the  FUlns  Penitfntcs.  iiy  tlio  next  inoniiug  she  waa, 
under  their  escort,  at  tho  gatea  of  Maubiaaon.  Burst  open  by  main 
force,  thf^y  again  admitted  the  ejected  abbeas.  The  servant  who 
Olipojied  her  entrance  wae  cUiuitiwd  on  the  spi>t.  Patients  who  now 
occupied  as  an  hospit^it  tho  once  sumptuous  chambers  of  the 
Abbatial  lodge,  instantly  found  theioielves  in  much  more  humble 
lodgings.  Cooks  resumed  their  lonR-noglBcle*!  art.,  and  M:uiHma 
d'Etrees  provided  a  dinner  worthy  of  her  former  hoftpitality  and  her 
lecent  privations.  Rut  in  the  prosenoc  of  >\ngelique,  tJio  virago 
was  abashed.  To  intimidate  or  to  provoke  her  rival  proved  alike 
im(K>N<ihIe  :  it  might  be  more  easy  to  overpower  hci.  De  Sauze  and 
bis  cunfwierate'*  made  the  attempt.  They  disclmr^»cd  their  pistols 
tad  Hourtifhcd  their  drawn  swords  over  her  hmd,  with  unmanly 
maaaoes.  She  remained  unmoved  and  silent,  'llie  sctvauiit  which 
tha  occasion  demanded,  were  acconlingly  supplied  by  the  intrusive 
•bbeaa.  Clamour  and  otttrage  wore  alike  inotTectual.  At.  length 
Mailame  d'Etr«i3  and  her  refii>ectabln  confca.inr,  aided  by  De  Simsi#. 
laid  thuir  hands  on  Augulique^  and  ihntst  her  from  the  preoinots  uf 
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the  monastery.  Thirty  of  the  nana  fo!low«l  her  in  solemn  proc 
ston.  Their  vcila  let  down,  their  oyes  cast  on  the  earth,  and  theii 
humls  cIa?[ieU  in  praytr,  tliey  slowly  moved  lo  a  phice  of  refuge  in 
the  neifthbouring  t«wn  of  Pontoiso. 

Bul,ul<uj,  fur  the  vanity  of  human  triumphs! — waving  banners 
and  btiruiHhcd  ariiifl  glittered  through  the  advancing  coluniu  of  dust 
on  the  lYxid  from  Paris  to  Miiubisjwm.  Scouta  announced  tlie  ap- 
proach of  two  hundn^i  and  lifty  wcII-appointtHl  archora.  Miidnme 
d'Etrees  and  her  cavidiers  eataped  bj  tho  post-em.  A  desperate  leap 
saved  the  worthless  Ufe  of  her  coiifeaaor.  ller  partisan,  the  Mire 
de  la  Sure,  "a  mm  hy  pmf(*isinii,  but  olhprwise  resembling  a 
troo|;er,"  moiintod  throiijili  u  trapMluor  to  a  hiding-placu  in  tbu  ceil- 
ing, thcnc*  to  be  nliniin;l'idly  diu-rgi'd  liy  an  archer,  whom  she  still 
more  shimefally  abused.  Then  mi^'ht  be  seen  throufih  the  j^loom 
of  night,  a  train  of  priests  and  nuns  dmwing  near  ^rith  meiisurt-d 
8t«ps  tn  lb(^  venurable  abbey  ;  on  titlier  side  a  dovible  tile  of  cavalr}% 
and  in  eiu^h  horsouuin's  han<l  ii  torch,  illuiuinating  the  path  of  the 
riHiirniii]^  exih's.  Au-^elique  resiimtd  her  bmii-^naut  reign;  but 
not  in  puiice.  liriganda  Iwl  hy  Do  Sanz5,  and  encouraged  by  her 
rivAl,  haunted  the  ncigblwuriug  forcsta ;  and,  though  protected 
hy  the  an:her»,  the  monastery  remained  in  a  state  of  gicgo.  Shots 
vcre  tired  tbrouj,'h  tho  windows,  and  the  life  of  iVngeUque  was  en- 
dangeri-'l.  Strong  in  the  assurance  of  Divine  protection,  Mie  de- 
mandpd  and  obtained  the  reraov*!  of  the  guard.  Her  coiilldfuco 
was  just  ilied  by  tho  event.  Madame  <l'Etree8  was  liiacovered,  was 
lestorwl  to  her  old  quarters  at  the  Fillcs  Penitvntfs,  mul  in  due 
time  tran*!ferred— not  witliout  good  cause — to  the  Chatclotj  there 
to  close  in  «iualid  miser>*,  in  quanelB.  and  intemperance,  a  car(«r 
which  niii;ht,  with  aluiutit  equal  propriety,  form  the  subject  of  m 
drama,  a  homily,  or  a  satire. 

For  five  succodsive  ywira  Angeliqiio  hibnurwi  to  bring  back  the 
ladies  of  Manbisson  to  the  exact  obaervance  of  their  Barred  vows. 
Aidcil  by  her  si.st4:r  Agncfl,  the  abbess  of  St  C3T,  she  eRtabliahed  a 
similar  reform  in  a  lar^e  proportion  of  the  other  Cistercian  nunnericBS 
of  I'Vance,  All  obstacles  yielded  to  thoir  love,  their  prudence,  ond 
their  self-devotion.  A  moral  plague  was  stayed,  and  cxcesttes  which 
even  the  HCiisual  anil  the  worldly  w>ndeinned>  were  Iwnished  from 
the  sanctuaries  of  religion.  That  in  some,  the  change  was  but  from 
shaunflcRS  riot  to  hyixicritical  conforuily  ;  that  in  others,  inteniper- 
anco  merely  gave  way  to  mental  U-tharg^v  ;  and  that  even  the  most 
exalted  virtues  of  the  cloiat^^r  hohl  but  a  subordinate  and  an 
equivocal  plice  in  the  scale  of  Christian  gmcea,  is  indeed  but  too 
true :  yut  assuredly  it  waa  in  no  such  critical  spirit  as  this,  that  tbe 
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laboura  of  Anf;cliq«o  were  jmigt'd  .ind  ac^cppte*!  hy  Him,  in  (be  lowly 
iiniUtion  of  wlioin  slift  hail  thus  goiw;  abuiit  iloin-;  gnoil,  "  Slif  has 
done  what  she  coiiNl,"  was  the  QpoIoj»j*  with  wlneli  He  rcflcucd  from 
a  like  colil  coiisnro  the  lovo  \rhich  bod  expressed  lUulf  in  n  coittly 
Olid  iiaiiiful  sacrifice ;  nor  was  the  gracious  benpdictinn  which  re- 
warded tho  woman  uf  nttthaiiy  withht^lil  from  tliu  nbWt)  of  Fort- 
Ko}ral.  To  thtit  tnintjinl  home  she  beul  her  stcpij,  there  lo  ea- 
couiiler  far  hejivinr  trials  than  any  to  which  the  rcsetitnieDt  of 
Madame  d'Etreos  had  exposed  her. 

Accompanied  by  a  large  nnuihcr  of  the  Eunsi  of  Maiibisson, 
Angelii|ao  ivtunipd  lo  the  vnllf^y  of  Chevreuse.  Tiiey  hn>ii^'hl  with 
them  neither  silver  nor  Rilil^  though  rich  in  Irpaaures  of  a  fur  bi^sher 
price  in  the  account  of  tlieir  ilevoat  protertri'-ss.  Poverty,  disease, 
and  death,  were  however  in  their  train.  Kisiii,£T  from  the  rairshcs 
below,  a  humid  fng  bung  continually  on  the  slopes  of  the  adjacent 
hill*i,  and  the  now  crowdo)!  nmnastery  whs  soon  conv«rtod  iulo  ono 
griiat  liospitid.  iJiit  for  a  tiiuely  transfer  of  the  whole  efttuWish- 
Tiient  to  n  hoU-l  puixhasud  for  them  by  the  mother  of  Anj<eliquo  in. 
the  Faubourg  St  Jacques  at  Paris,  their  remaining  history  might 
aU  have  been  compressed  into  a.  chapter  on  tho  influence  of 
malaria. 

The  restoration  of  tho  community  to  health  was  not,  however, 
the  most  momentous  consequence  of  the  chang*\  It  introduced  the 
abliesa  to  the  soeiety  and  tho  inflnence  of  Hauranne  rie  Verger,  the 
abbot  of  8t  Cyran,  ono  of  tlie  mo^^t  memorable  names  in  tho  eccle- 
sinsticftl  annals  of  that  agCL  When  Rirheh'eu  was  yet  a  simple 
biahop^  he  distinguished  among  the  crowd  of  hi«t  companions  one 
vUoee  graceful  bearing,  open  cuunlenoni:e,  learning,  gjiiety,  and  wit, 
reveaJud  to  hi»  penetrating  glance  the  gerius  of  future  eminence. 
But  to  an  eye  dazaded  by  such  prospects  as  were  already  dawning 
loa  the  ambitious  sUte-stnan,  those  which  had  armatod  the  upward 
.  gate  i>f  his  young  associate  were  altogether  inscrutidile,  'With  what 
[lOMiible  motive  Do  Voider  should  for  whole  days  bury  liirnseli'  in 
tuilitudc,  and  eliain  down  that  buoyant  spirit  to  the  study  of  the 
Greek  and  Latin  f\thertf,  was  one  of  the  few  problems  which  over 
engage<l  and  baffled  the  sagacity  of  M.  d«  L.Ui;'oii.  They  parted ; 
the  pndate  to  his  craft,  the  student  to  his  books  ;  the  one  to  extort 
tlie  reluctant  admiration  of  tliQ  world,  the  other  to  toil  ami  to  suffer 
in  the  rause  of  piety  and  tnith.  They  met  again  ;  the  caniinil  to 
Lporseeute,  and  the  abliot  to  be  his  victim.  I)t>ath  called  them  both 
pto  their  account ;  Itaving  to  them  in  the  wodil  thwy  had  agitated 
or  improved,  nothing  but  historical  names,  aa  forcibly  contrusted  as 
they  had  been  stnuigely  aasoclated. 
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Great  men  (and  to  few  coqM  that  title  be  more  justly  givon  th 
to  Richf^Iieii)  dift'or  from  other  m<;n  chiefly  in  the  power  of  sell 
muUiplication.;  in  knowing  how  to  malce  other  men  adopt  their 
Tiewa  and  execute  their  purposes.  Thus  to  subjugatn  iho  genius  of 
Si  Cyran,  the  great  miniiit«r  had  spared  neither  caresses  nor  bribe*. 
The  lAiu'.ei  of  tirat  almoner  to  HeniietUi  of  FliigUnd,  the  bishoprics 
of  Clermont  and  Ikyonue,  a  choice  among  iiiinieroua  abhacie^s  were 
auccewively  offered  and  refused.  "Oentlcmpii,  I  introduce  to  you 
the  most  Icaniod  man  in  Europe,*'  was  the  courteous  phrase  by 
which  the  Cardinal  made  known  the  friend  of  bin  youth  to  the 
courtiers  who  thronged  }ii3  iev^a  Hut  human  appliuu^e  had  lost 
ita  charm  for  the  ear  of  St  Cyraii.  Tlie  retinal  ami  studious  habita 
of  his  cjtrly  days  had  not  appeared  nion;  inexplicahle  to  tho  worblly- 
mindcd  statesman  than  his  present  indi  Here  nee.  Self-knowledge 
haii  made  Jiichelieu  uncharitable.  IncreUulous  of  virtues  of  which 
he  di'tected  no  tyj*  in  the  ilnrk  n'trfft.sei<  of  his  own  liosnin,  he  saw 
in  his  former  companion  a  ireaclmroua  eni:^my,  if  not  a  rival  Tliere 
were  secrets  of  his  early  life  of  wliii:h  he  w^nis  to  have  exi>ect«fi 
and  feared  the  disclosure.  St  Cyran  was  at  least  the  silent,  and 
might  become  the  open,  enemy  of  the  declaration  by  which  the 
parliament  and  clet^y  of  Paris  hud  annulled  the  inarriiigB  of  Gaston, 
l)uke  of  Ofleaiifi,  in  order  to  pave  the  way  for  his  union  with  the 
niece  of  the  Cardinal.  To  his  kuig-'::berished  scheme  of  erecting  the 
kingdom  of  France  into  a  Patriarchuto  in  his  own  favour,  there 
could  arise  no  more  proboble  or  more  dangerous  opponent.  To 
these  imaginary  or  anticipated  wrongs,  was  added  another,  which 
leems  to  have  excited  still  more  implacable  resentment.  An 
upirant  after  every  form  of  glory,  Richcheu  had  convinced  himself^ 
and  required  others  to  believe,  that  his  literary  and  theological  wot* 
on  a  level  with  his  political  powers.  He  waa  the  anthor  of  a 
Catechism  where  might  bo  read  the  dogma,  that  contrition  alone, 
uncombincd  in  the  heart  of  the  penitent  with  any  emotions  of  Iovb 
towards  the  Deity,  was  sufticiont  to  justify  an  absolution  at  the 
Confessional.  One  Seguenol,  a  priest  of  the  Oratory,  maintainod  and 
pnhUfihed  the  opposite  opinion.  Rumour  denied  to  Seguenot  the 
veal  parentage  of  the  book  which  bore  his  name,  and  ascribed  it  to 
8t  Cyran.  From  speculations  on  the  love  of  God  to  feelings  of 
batnxl  to  man,  what  jxilemic  will  not  readily  pass,  whether  his  cap 
he  rod  or  black  t  Seguenot 's  errors  were  denounced  by  the  Sor- 
bonne,  and  the  poor  man  himself  wafl  sent  to  the  Bastille,  there, 
during  the  r^M  of  his  great  opponent's  life,  to  obtain  dearer  views 
on  the  subject  of  contrition.  Imptirtial  injustice  roqniretl  that  the 
leal,  or  imputed,  should  fare  no  bettor  than  the  uuminal  author ; 
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and  St  Cyran  was  oontlucted  to  Vincennes,  to  hreathe  no  more 
the  free  air  of  heaven  till  Kidielioa  himself  should  be  laid  in  tbo 
grave. 

Never  had  that  gloomy  fortress  received  within  it«  walls  a  man 
better  fitted  to  cmluro  with  coinpofiuro  the  utmost  reverses  of  for- 
tune. To  liiin,  as  their  patriarch  or  foundw,  the  whole  body  of  the 
Fort-Royal idta,  with  one  voice,  attribute  not  merely  a  pre-eminence 
above  all  their  other  teachers,  but  such  a  combination  of  iDtcUcctual 
powers  ami  Christian  graces,  as  would  entitle  him  not  so  much  to  a 
place  in  the  calendar,  as  to  a  place  apart  from,  and  above,  the  other 
Imuiniiries  in  that  spiritual  galaxy.  Make  every  deduction  from 
ihi^ir  eulogies  which  a  rational  scepticism  may  snggest,  and  it  will  yet 
be  inipoiuible  to  evado  the  accumulated  pmo&  on  which  they  claim 
for  8t  l^yriiii  the  reverence  of  inaukind.  Townnis  the  close  of  the 
lirst  of  the  four  volume*  which  he  has  dodicalod  to  the  attempt, 
tlLiude  Lancelot  conf^-ssea  and  laments  the  diflicidty  of  conveying  to 
olliers  by  wonis  any  delinite  image  of  the  snblime  and  simple  reality 
which  he  daUy  contemplated  with  more  than  filial  reverence.  He 
describes  a  man  moving  through  the  whole  circle  of  the  virtues 
wliich  the  Gospel  inculcates,  with  a  step  so  lirm  as  to  indicate  the 
constant  aid  of  a  more  than  Imrnjui  power,  and  with  a  demeanour  so 
lowly  its  to  bespeak  an  habitaal  coi noxiousness  of  that  Divine  presence. 
Ho  depicts  a  moral  hero,  by  whom  every  appetite  hat!  been  subdued, 
and  every  passion  tmnquiUised,  though  still  exquisitely  alive  to  the 
pains  and  the  enjoymentH  uf  Ufa,  and  responding  with  almost 
feminine  tenderness  to  every  affectionate  and  kindly  feeling — a 
master  of  all  erudition,  but  never  so  huppy  as  when  imparting  to 
little  children  the  elementary  truths  on  which  his  own  heart  reposed 
— grave,  nay,  solemn  in  discourse^  but  witli  tones  eo  gentle,  a 
wisdom  BO  profound,  and  words  of  such  strange  anthority  to  animat« 
and  to  soothe  the  listener,  that,  in  comparison  with  his.  all  other 
oolloquial  eloquence  was  we-arisome  and  vapid — rebuking  vice  far 
IflM  by  stern  rf*proof  than  by  the  contrast  of  his  own  (lerenn  aspect, 
at  once  thu  result  and  the  retlection  of  the  perfect  peace  in  which 
his  mind  continually  dwelt, — exhibiting  a  transcript,  however  rudely 
nnd  imperfectly,  yet  faitlifully  drawn,  of  the  great  example  to  which 
his  eye  was  ever  turned,  and  where,  averting  his  regard  from  all 
inferior  models,  it  was  his  wont  to  study,  to  imitate,  and  to  adota 
In  short,  the  St  Cyran  of  lAnceIot*8  protraiture  is  one  of  those  rare 
mortuta  whoso  mental  health  ia  ab«>lute  and  unimpaired — whose 
chamctcr  consists  not  so  much  in  the  excellence  of  particular  quali- 
ties, as  in  tbo  s^-mmctry.  the  balance,  and  the  well-adjusted  harmo- 
niea  of  all — who  oouoeatrate  their  euei:gies  in  one  mighty  object^ 
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bccausD  they  live  tuitlor  the  habitual  inflaence  of  one  supreme 
motive — who  are  ceasoleasly  atiimattxl  by  a  love  embmising  every 
ratifinal  l:*ing,  from  IFim  who  is  the  cnrntnou  pnrfint  of  the  fst.  to 
tho  mnancst  and  the  vileat  of  those  who  wore  originolty  created  itt 
His  image  aiid  likeness. 

Nor  was  Lancelot  a  man  inapt  lo  dif^i-rimiiiate.  He  was  tlie 
author  of  the  Fort-Koyai  (.'Himmars,  Greek,  I^liii,  and  Italian, 
now  fallen  into  disimi-^  hut  m  wnW  known  to  hucIi  of  us  as  [iloiight'd 
thiise  rupgod  soUs  during  the  first  ten  years  of  the  prf.sent  century. 
His  biographical  labours  are  not  without  a  tingo  of  bis  t-tyle  aa 
gnimmarian  ; — a  little  ludiuu-s  purliapH,  and  not  a  litllu  prulix  an* 
ovuMiiethodical,  hut  i-epkttt  iu  ahnot^t  evoiy  page  witb  such  touchea 
of  genuiniii  dipiity  in  the  inaHtt.>r,  and  uoixlial  tuvereuce  in  the  disci- 
ple— with  a  sympathy  so  earnest  for  the  virtues  he  celobrales,  and 
so  simple -hearted  a  conscioupnesa  of  his  own  inferiority— that,  in  lh« 
picture  he  undesignedly  draws  uf  himswlf,  he  aucoeuda  more  tban  in 
any  other  way  in  raising  a  lolly  conct-ption  of  tlio  man  by  whom  he 
waa  held  in  snch  wiUin)*  and  f;r;iteful  subjugation.  An<i  he  had 
many  fellow-Ruhjects.  Itithi'Iieu  himself  had  felt  bia  daring  spirit 
awed  by  the  union,  in  the  friend  of  his  youth,  of  a  majestic  repose 
and  unwearied  activity,  which  compelled  the  great  miniPter  to  admit 
that  the  heart  of  man  might  envelojje  mysteries  Iwyond  his  divi'na' 
tion.  Paacal,  Nicole,  AmaiiM,  and  many  others,  eminent  in  that 
&ge  for  genius  and  piety,  euhiuitied  Ihomst-Ivcs  to  bis  guidance  in 
their  studies  as  well  as  in  their  lives,  with  the  implicit  deference  of 
children  awaiting  tlie  conimaude  of  a  revered  and  affcctiDnutc  father. 
He  was  a  moat  voluminous  writer ;  but  of  his  published  works,  one 
only  attained  a  transient  celebrity,  and  i^f  that  liook  his  authorship 
was  more  than  doubtful.  If  he  did  not  dlsuwn,  be  never  claimed  it. 
Of  the  innumemble  incidents  recorded  of  him  during  hia  impriaon^^ 
ment  at  Vincennes,  few  are  more  characteristic  than  the  sale  of  ^^^| 
considerable  part  of  a  scanty  collection  of  hooka  he  had  brought^^ 
there,  to  purchase  clothes  for  two  of  bis  fiillow.prisonurs,  the  Harou 
and  Baroness  de  Beau  Solcil.  "  I  entreat  you."  he  save  to  the  lady 
to  whom  he  gave  this  commissiuii,  "  tlmt  the  cloth  muy  bo  line  and 
good,  and  befitting  Iholc  station  in  society,  1  do  not  know  wliat  is 
becoming ;  but,  if  I  remember,  some  one  has  told  mc  that  g>:-ntlenien 
and  ladies  of  their  conditiuu  ouglit  not  to  bo  seen  in  company  with< 
out  gold  lace  for  tlie  men,  and  black  laue  for  tho  women.  If  I  am 
right  about  thi.s  pniy  purcliai-e  the  be*t,  and  let  everythiu};  be  done 
modestly,  yet  handsomely,  that  wben  tliey  seu  eadi  oilier,  they  may, 
for  a  few  minutes  at  leasts  forget  that  ihey  are  iraptives."  It  is  in 
the  moral,  rather  thaa  in  the  Intellectual,  qualities  of  St  ('yrun,  ll.at 
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liis  claim  to  tho  ynnwatinn  of  posterity  mupt  now  Tw  posted.  He 
occupies  a.  place  in  eccla&uuitical  history  as  tho  foauUcT  of  Jauaenisin 
ill  Fr-incc. 

UI'  that  system  nf  roligTona  hflliof  and  practico,  thft  oripn  is  to  be 
traced  to  the  joint  laboure  of  St  Cyron  and  Cornelius  Jansen, 
daring  the  six  years  which  they  pa!«ed  in  social  study  at  Bayoime. 
Koturning  to  his  native  countrj',  JaDscii  became  Hrst  a  Pn-ifcssor  of 
Divinity  at  Louvain,  and  afWr\ranl3  Biahop  of  Yprcs.  There  he 
suTTrmdcrGd  hiraself  to  a  life  of  unremitting  labour.  Ten  times  he 
read  over  evrry  word  of  the  worka  of  Augustine ;  thirty  times  he 
studied  all  those  passages  of  them  which  relate  to  the  Pelagian 
oontroversy.  All  the  Fathers  of  the  Churt'h  were  elabarat**]y  collated 
for  paasagw  illustrative  of  the  opinions  of  the  BiRhop  of  Hippo.  At 
length,  ailer  an  untntemipled  study  of  twenty  yfats,  was  finished 
tho  celebrated  Anguatinus  Comclii  Jansenii.  With  St  Austin  aa 
his  t'jxt  and  guide,  the  good  Bishop  proceeded  to  establish,  on  the 
authority  of  that  illustrious  Father,  those  doctrines  wliich,  in  our 
times  and  country,  have  lM*n  nsually  diBtinguishcd  by  the  terms 
Calvinistic  or  Evangtdiisal.  Mel  re  of  guilt  and  corruption  he  con- 
sidered tho  human  race,  and  each  Kucceiuivu  member  of  il,  as  lying 
in  a  atate  of  condemnation,  aud  as  advancing  towardij  a  state  of 
punishment ;  until  an  internal  impulse  from  on  high  awakens  one 
&nd  anotlier  to  a  Benst;  of  this  awful  truth,  and  infusea  into  them  a 
will  to  fly  from  impending  vengeance  But  this  impulse  is  imparted 
only  to  the  f^w  ;  and  on  them  it  is  beatowed  in  pursuance  of  a  decree 
escisting  in  the  Divine  intelligence  before  the  creation  of  our  species. 
Of  the  motives  of  their  preference  not  even  a  conjecture  can  be 
funaed.  80  far  ait  huiaau  kni^iwledge  extends,  it  is  referable  simply 
to  the  Divine  volition ;  ajid  ia  not  dependent  on  any  inlierent 
moral  difFtirence  "between  the  objects  of  it,  and  those  from  whom  such 
mercy  is  withheld.  This  impulse  is  not,  however,  irresistibla 
Within  the  limits  of  his  powei«,  original  or  imparted,  man  is  a  free 
agent ;  —  free  to  admit  and  free  to  reject  the  proffered  aid.  If  re- 
jected, it  enhances  his  reaponaibility  —  if  admitt«d,  it  leads  him  by 
continual  accessions  of  the  same  supernatural  assistance  to  an  acqui- 
eecenco  in  those  opinions,  to  the  exejcise  of  those  afiectiooa,  and  to 
tlie  pnirliw  of  those  virtues,  which  collectively  form  the  substance  of 
the  Christian  system. 

Such  is  the  general  wsnlt  nf  the  lalwiurs  of  Janson.  On  the  day 
vhich  witnessed  the  completion  of  them,  he  was  removed  by  the 
plague  to  a  state  of  being  where  he  probably  learned  at  onro  to 
rejoice  in  the  fidelity,  and  to  snule  at  the  simplicity,  of  tho-te  sublun- 
ary toils.     Within  an  hour  of  hi^  death  bo  made  a  will,  submitting 
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)iu  work  to  the  judgment  of  the  Chnreh  of  Home,  in  the  communioa 
of  whi(^h  he  bod  lived,  and  was  about  to  die  He  addresaed  to  Pope 
ITrban  ^^I1.  a  letter,  laying  the  fruits  of  his  studies  at  the  feet  of 
his  Uolinesa,  ''  ^ipproviiig,  condenming,  advancing,  or  retracting,  as 
should  be  prescrilH'-d  by  tlie  thunder  uf  the  npostoUn  sec"  Both 
the  -will  and  the  letter  were  suppressed  by  hia  executots.  Two 
yean  &um  the  death  of  its  author  had  not  elapsed  before  the 
Au'jUiSiinm  appcured  in  print.  It  was  the  signal  of  a  coutcb^  which 
for  nearly  jiev^nty  ywirs  jigiUitel  the  iSorboune  and  Versailles,  firevl 
the  (>nthujuaain  of  Uio  ladies  and  the  dirinog  of  France,  and  gave  to 
her  historians  and  her  wita  a  theme,  usetl  with  fatal  suocess,  to  swell 
the  tidtj  uf  liutre^l  and  of  ridicule,  whieh  has  for  ever  swept  away 
the  teuij>onil  greatness,  and  which  for  a  while  silenced  the  epiritiuil 
ministrations,  of  tlio  Gallican  Church. 

Having  aided  largely  in  the  composition  of  this  memorable  trea- 
tiae,  St  Cyian  exerted  himself  with  still  ^^atcr  effect  in  building  up 
a  society  for  the  maintenance  and  promulgatiou  of  the  principles  it 
eetablished.  Angelique  Amauld  and  the  sisterhood  of  Port-Royul 
wore  now  settled  at  Paris,  but  they  were  still  the  proprietors  of  the 
deserted  monastery ;  and  there  wei-o  gnuiiially  assembled  a  coII^d 
of  learned  men,  bound  by  no  monastic  vows,  and  living  according 
to  no  positive  rule,  ifcnediotine  or  Frani-iscan.  ITiey  were  chteflj 
disciples  of  St  Cyran.  and  under  his  guidance  had  retired  from  the 
world  to  consecrate  their  lives  to  penitence,  to  their  own  spiritual 
improvement,  and  to  the  inMruction  of  mankind. 

Of  this  nuuil>er  was  Autoine  Le  Maitre.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven,  he  had  been  advanced  to  the  ntnk  of  Councillor  of  State,  and 
enjoyed  at  the  bar  an  unrivalled  reputation  for  learning  and 
for  eloquence-  \\lieu  he  was  to  speak,  even  the  churches  wer» 
abandoned.  (Quitting  their  pulpits,  the  preachers  assisted  to  throng 
the  hall  of  the  palacR  of  justice  ;  and  some  of  the  most  celebrated, 
among  them  actually  obtained  from  their  superiors  a  permanent'^ 
dispensation  from  their  ecclesiastical  duti'-s  at  such  seasons,  that  they 
miglit  improve  in  the  art  of  public  speaking  by  hstening  to  the  great 
advocate.  When  he  spoke,  the  delight  of  the  audience  broke  out 
into  bursts  of  applau«v  which  the  judges  were  unable  or  unwilling 
to  repress.  "I  would  rather  be  the  object  of  those  plaudita  tlian 
oiyoy  all  the  glory  of  my  Lord  the  Canlinal,"  was  the  somewhat 
liaaaixlous  exclamation  of  tmit  of  his  friends,  as  ho  joined,  heart  and 
hand,  in  the  universal  tumult 

Far  dilferent  was  the  estimate  which  his  <levout  mother  hud 
formed  of  the  prospects  of  her  son.  She  was  one  of  the  sistere  of 
Angelique  Amauld  ;  and,  amidst  the  cares  of  conjugal  life,  cheriahtsii 
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a  pieiy  at  lenst  as  pure  and  as  ardent  as  ever  bumed  in  the  bosom 
of  a  Carthusian.  In  the  wealth  and  glory  which  rewaHed  his  foT- 
eosic  cinincnee  sho  could  ace  only  allarcmonta  to  which  (so  she 
judged)  bis  p«ii:e  on  earth,  and  )us  mcetnees  for  a  holier  state  of 
being  beyond  the  pravp,  must  be  8acrific(.>d.  She  mouruud  over  his 
fiime,  and  prayed  that  lier  child  miKht  be  abased,  that  so  in  due 
wason  he  might  be  exalted.  It  happn^netl  that  his  aunt,  Madame 
D'Andilly,  in  the  last  awful  scene  of  life,  was  attended  by  her  kin- 
dred, and  amongst  tlio  rest  by  Le  Maitre.  Her  fading  eye  was  fixed 
on  the  crucifix  borne  in  the  hand  of  Hi  C>Tiin,  as  she  lujtont.'d  to  hie 
Toice,  now  subdued  to  its  ^ntle^t  aocenti,  and  bT<:athLiiK  liopo,  and 
peace,  and  consolation.  It  was  as  though  sume  grjinl  uugel  Lad 
overpaiwed  the  confines  of  the  earthly  and  the  heavenly  worlda,  to 
give  utterance,  in  human  lanjruage,  to  emotions  aacred  aa  his  own 
high  fibo<)e,  and  to  thnnght<;  as  Infty  as  hut  own  celestial  nature. 
The  great  orator  listened,  and  wonderud,  and  wept  An  eloquence 
such  as  even  his  fervent  imagination  had  never  before  conceived, 
enthralled  and  subdtied  his  inmost  »onl  It  was  but  a  soft  whisper 
in  the  chamber  of  death  ;  but  in  those  gentle  tones,  and  to  that 
weeping  cxuiijiany,  were  spoken  words,  compared  with  which  hia 
own  eloquence  appeared  to  him  trivial,  harsh,  and  dbsonant  as  tho 
howhngs  of  tho  forcjit  And  when  his  dying  relative's  last  sigh  was 
heani,  accom)Hinied  bythesolcnin  benediction,  "Dejart,  0  Christian 
Bonl !  from  this  world,  in  the  name  of  the  Almighty  God  who 
created  you,"  Le  Maitre  felt  that  the  bonds  wliich  nttwched  him  to 
that  world  were  for  ever  bmlcen.  He  yiehled  himself  to  the  spiritual 
guidance  of  St  Cyran ;  resigned  his  office  and  his  calling  ;  and 
plunged  into  a  retreat,  where  in  solitude,  silence,  and  c:outinued 
penances,  he  passed  the  remaining  twenty-one  years  of  Iiis*  life.  By 
tlie  advice  of  his  confessor,  tho  execution  of  this  design  was  post- 
poned till  the  close  of  the  annual  session  of  the  courts.  In  the 
intervnl  he  n?3iuned  his  onlinary  emplojinente ;  but  tlie  spirit  which 
till  then  had  annnattd  his  effnrts  was  gone.  He  became  languid 
and  unimpressive  ;  and  one  of  the  judges  was  heard  to  mutter,  that. 
after  all,  tho  real  power  of  Le  Maitro  was  that  of  persuading  to 
sleep.  Tliia  was  too  much,  even  fur  a  penitent.  Fiiung  his  eye  on 
the  eritic,  he  once  more  summoned  hu>  dormant  strength,  and  pour- 
ing forth  all  the  energies  of  his  soul  in  one  last  and  rao«t  triumphant 
Bpeoch,  he  for  ever  quitted  thft  seene  of  his  forensic  glorie-s. 

At  J*ort-Royal  he  appropriately  charged  hiniseli'  with  the  care  of 
the  proprietary  interests  nf  the  house.  A  village  judge  in  the 
neighbourhood  was  once  attended  by  tho  illustrious  advocate,  on 
a  (question  of  the  purchase  nf  some  buUocka     Astounded  by  his 
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eloqupnce  (so  nina  the  story),  the  judge  foil  on  Lis  knees  before 
tho  plparli^r,  professing  Im  unworthine&i  to  preside  in  his  pnisonro, 
and  iiDpIoTiug  that  they  might  exchange  places.     A  mord  likely 
tale  records  that  thy  hooksellera  ba*i  got  up,  during  Le  I^Iaitre's 
retrnat,  on  edition  of  His  speeches  full  of  intcipnlations  and  errors. 
At  "the  re^uoat  of  friends,"  though  not  with  the  consent   of  his 
confessors,  tiie  orator  undertook  a  corrected  edition.     Ills  spiritual 
guides  interfoped.     They  prescribed,  as  a  new  species  of  p<?nance, 
that  ho  Bhould  silently  acquiesce  in  tliia  inroad  on  hia  fame  as  a^ 
speakLT.    ITse  penit(int  submitted,  but  not  so  the  booksellers.    Theyj 
(worldly  men  1)  talked  loudly  of  violated  promises,  and  of  sheoU  < 
pendercd  useless.     He  listened  to  discourses  on  the  duty  of  mortify- 
ing these  last  movemenUi  of  vaiii-glcry.      Under  the  excitement  of 
the  dispute,  hia  health,  already  enfeebled  by  his  mode  of  life,  gave  j 
way.     A  fever  decided  the  question  against  the  publishers  ;  and  L* 
Maitre  was  doomed  at  length  t<^i  die  the  victim  of  the  briJliiint  career 
ho  had  so  long  and  resolutely  abandoned. 

His  brother,  Mons.  du  Sericourt,  was  another  of  the  converts  of 
St  Cyran.     Do  Sericourt  had  served  with  distinction  under  CondS. 
Ho  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  siege  of  I'hilipsburg,  ond  ctfected  hia 
escape  by  leaping  from  tlie  walls  of  the  lurbretis  at  the  iinrntueot  hazard 
of  his  life.     Under  the  de«p  irapre-ssion,  which  this  incident  left  on 
his  mind,  of  the  protecting  care  of  Proviilence,  he  returned  to  Paris, 
where  his  first  object  was  to  visit  his  brother,  the  report  of  whoMi| 
retn^ut  from  the  bar  bad  £llod  him  with  ostonisluncnt.     Uo  found 
him  (ihe  words  are  Fontaiike's)  in  a  kind  of  tomb,  where  he  was 
burii-^i  alive ;  his  manner  be8|)eaking  all  the  gloom  of  penitence. 
I)e  iScrir:ourt  was  shocked,  and  in  vain  endeavoured  to  pccogaiso  Le 
Maitre  in  the  person  who  stood  before  him.     Immediati'Iy  changing 
his  demeanour,  Le  Maitro  embraced  his  brother  with  looks  full  of 
gaiety  and  spirit,  exclaimiog.  "  Behold  theLe  iloitreof  former  Hays  ! 
He  L3  dead  to  the  world,  and  now  desire  only  to  die  tu  himself,     t 
have  spoken  enough  to  men.     Henceforth  I  wisli  to  converae  onl^r 
with  God.     I  have  exerted  myself  in  vain  to  plead  tho  caoee 
others.     Xow  I  am  to  plead  my  own.     Uo  you  intend  to  pay  mel 
tho  samo  compliment  which  I  receive  from  the  world  at  large,  wfaol 
believe  and  publish  that  I  have  gone  mod?"     Nothing  could  be] 
more  remote  fnjm  the  judgment  of  the  soldier.     Instead  of  regarding 
his  brother  as  mad,  he  ospirnl  to  share  his  solitude,  and  succeeded. 
TTnder  the  direction  of  St  Cymn,  he  joined  in  the  silence  and  auster- 
ities of  the  advocate.     During  the  war  of  tho  princes  be  once  more  ] 
look  up  arms  for  the  defence  of  Purt-Ruyid  ;  but  his  monastic  lifa  J 
waa  soon  brought  tu  a  close.     Philipburg  had  in  reaUty  been  ai^J 
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tenJeil  with  leas  dunpor.  At  the  ago  of  tliirty-nino,  lie  du-il,  a  pre- 
mature victim  to  faatiiigs,  vigila,  coaiiuemuut,  aud  probably  Uxmnuj. 
Kecruits  ibr  Port-Kftyal  vrere  but  neldom  drawn  from  the  arrai<w  of 
the  Most  Chrifitiiiu  King,  aud  could  Imidly  have  bc«u  draughted  from 
A  Ies9  promisiag  quarter. 

In  Ihia  memnmblo  brothophood  there  was  yet  a  third,  I^nis  Isaac 
Jja  Maitre  de  Saci.  At  the  earfy  age  of  fourteen  he  waa  placed  hy 
hu  aunt,  the  Mere  Angelique,  under  the  guidance  of  St  Cyran. 
From  that  prophelic  eyo  the  future  ciiunpiici;  of  hia  pupil  wa^  not 
hitlden.  "  God  will  restore  Him  Lo  you,  for  his  death  would  prr»h«bly 
be  the  greatest  loss  which  the  Chuwh  could  sustain  " — was  the  prt>- 
diolion  with  which  St  CjTan  at  once  tlidcloaed  his  ovra  hojivs  and 
allayed  the  fejirs  of  De  Saci's  mother,  as  he  watohed  over  tlie 
aiok-bed  of  her  cliild.  To  etiaure  the  fulfilment  of  thoue  hope^,  tlio 
nund  of  the  boy  waa  eoduloualy  tnuned.  Absolute^  imlicjitating 
eubniisttioQ  to  human  authority,  as  representing  the  Divine,  was  the 
cardinal  principle  of  his  eilucation.  Though  him-elf  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  teachers  of  his  age  as  a  guide  to  others,  he,  on  no  single 
question,  presuiued  to  guide  hinutclf.  If  no  other  direetor  could 
have  been  had,  he  would  have  placed  himself  under  the  direction  of 
his  valet,  was  the  praise  with  which  his  frienlB  cxprcawd  their  ad- 
nuration  of  hia  illustrioua  docility.  By  the  atlvieo  or  conmiands  of 
8t  Cyran,  he  aixordingly.  like  his  brothers,  became  one  of  the  re- 
cluses of  Port-R<\val  ;  and,  like  them,  Iransfwred  to  the  support  of 
the  monastery  all  his  worldly  wealth.  Witii  them  also  he  surreudered 
hiutsetf  up  to  penitence,  to  solitude,  and  to  silence ;  aud  iu  their 
company  supplied  liiu  emaciated  frame  with  food  which  rather  mocked 
than  satiatied  its  wants.  Le  Maitro  thus  describes  ono  of  the  i^ttU 
atmpt'rg  of  Port-Iioyal : — "  It  la,  you  know,  but  a  Hliglil  n-pjist  whicli 
they  serve  up  for  us  in  the  evening  ;  but  it  eus^age-t  uiy  brother  De 
Saci  as  completely  as  the  most  sumptuous  meal.  For  my  own  part, 
Bueh  ia  the  warmth  of  my  tompemmpnt,  tho  end  of  my  gnod  cheer 
follows  80  hard  on  ita  beginning,  that  I  can  hardly  t^ll  whioh  is 
which.  When  all  is  over  with  Jue,  aud  I  have  uoLhing  left  to  do 
but  to  wash  my  hands,  I  see  my  brother  De  Saci,  as  comjMJserl  and 
as  serious  as  ever,  take  up  his  quarter  of  an  apple,  peel  it  deliber- 
ately, cut  it  up  with  precision,  and  swallow  it  at  leisnra  Before  tie 
begins,  I  have  more  than  half  done.  When  hia  little  all  is  over,  he 
risoa  from  table  &&  light  as  when  he  sat  down,  leaving  untouched  tho 
greater  part  of  what  was  set  before  htm,  and  walks  olf  as  seriously 
M  a  man  who  had  been  doing  great  things,  and  who  never  fasted 
except  on  fastrdays." 

Poor  Le  Maitre !  the  gay  spirit  which,  had  animated  the  palice 


of  justice  liad  its  banment  flashes  even  in  his  "livin 
tkon^h  the  BmUe  was  in  this  case  li;;ht<^«i  up  at  an  abeunlil) 
hail  woll  nigh  condurt^Hl  hia  hnithi?r  to  that  tomh  whrre  all  life  u 
extinct.  Under  these  Aolemii  panxliee  on  what  usually  goes  on  at 
the  dinner-table,  1)6  Saci  pinM  away  ;  and  was  rescued,  not  without 
extreme  hazard,  from  the  elTecta  of  his  suicidal  abstemiousneas. 
He  returned  from  the  ^tee  of  death  with  a  spirit  uiuabdued  and 
undaimtod  ;  for  it  was  animated  by  hopes  and  sustained  by  convic- 
tions wliich  gave  to  that  last  enemy  the  aspect  and  the  welcome  of 
a  friend  Admitted,  in  reluctant  obedience  to  his  confeaeor,  to 
orlinaiioQ  as  a  priest,  he  assumed  the  ofiice  of  director  to  the 
Tecliises  of  either  sei  at  Porl-RoyaL  Nature  struggled  in  the  boaom 
of  Lo  Maitre  against  laying  bare  all  the  secrete  of  his  soul  to  the 
inspection  of  his  yonnj^er  hmther.  Hut  anthnrity  prevailRd.  Their 
mother  led  the  way,  by  placing  herself  under  the  direction  of  her 
son.  BLaiae  Pascal  himseli'  meekly  took  the  law  of  his  conHcience  from 
the  same  revered  lips.  Days  of  pers«'Cution  fullowwl,  and  De  tSaci 
was  driven  from  his  retreat-,  and  confined  lor  more  than  two  years 
in  the  Bastille.  Tlutre  was  fulHIIed  the  pn^dictiou  of  St  Cynui. 
Fontaine,  the  bosom  fnend  of  De  Saci,  was  the  associate  o(  his 
priaon  hours.  They  were  hours  of  suffering  and  of  pain  ;  but  Lap- 
pier  by  far  than  the  brightest  and  the  most  joyous  passed  by  the 
revellers  in  the  gay  city  beneath  them. 

In  those  hours,  Dc  ^^ci  e3c<M:uted,  and  his  friend  transi^ribed,  that 
tmnMation  of  the  Holy  Scripturoa  which  to  this  moment  is  rt^rded 
in  Franco  as  the  most  perfect  vcreion  in  tlicir  own  or  in  any  othor 
mixlcrn  tongue.  While  yet  under  the  charge  of  Hi  Cynin,  the 
study  of  the  divine  oracles  was  the  ceaaeleee  task  of  I)e  Saci.  In 
muLurc  life,  it  had  been  his  cnntiniial  <)eli^dit ;  in  the  aliscnoo  of 
ever>'  other  solace,  it  posstwHi^d  his  mind  with  alt  the  energy  of  a 
niatiter  passion.  Of  tlie  ten  thousand  chords  which  theru  blend 
trigi-ther  in  aacred  harmony,  there  was  not  one  wldch  did  not 
uwaki^n  a  responsive  note  in  the  heart  of  the  aged  prisoner.  In  a 
crilicid  knowledge  of  the  aacr<^d  text,  he  may  have  hod  many 
suiK-riors,  but  none  in  tliat  exquisite  rtenaibility  to  the  gmndcnr,  the 
IKithoH,  the  superhuman  wisdom,  and  the  awful  purity  of  the  divine 
originid,  without  which  none  can  truly  apprehend,  or  Qccnrat«ly 
render  into  another  idiom,  the  sense  of  the  inspired  writers.  Even 
the  habitual  proatration  of  his  judgment  to  a  human  authority,  be- 
lieved to  bo  divine,  aided  him  a-H  a  translator  ;  it  forbade^  indeed,  tbo 
c.trtwtion  of  errors,  but  it  imparted  freedom  and  confidence  to  the] 
i>Kprt>Rsiii]i  of  all  that  he  acknowledged  as  truth.  Protestants  xoayj 
witli  jiLsticQ  except  to  many  a  passage  of  De  Saci'a  traaalatioa;  bnti 
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they  will,  we  fear»  scaroh  thoir  nwn  lihrarios  in  vain  for  any,  wlmm 
tlj(;  antlior's  unho^itatinR  assurance  of  the  real  apnse  of  i:r(nln>vi'j1<,tl 
words  pprniiiU'il  liis  etylo  to  How  with  a  similar  absence  of  Qonstiuint^ 
ajid  an  f^quol  wnrnitli  utnl  glow  of  dii^tiuii. 

Fontaine,  the  humhle  comtwinion  of  liis  LiVilirnl  Itihours,  ha/l  elao 
been  one  of  the  penitents  of  Do  Saci.  ilti  was  a  man  of  h^aming, 
uiil  hia  *'Mi?moirea  but  MM.  de  Port-Royal,"  bespeak  a  nature 
gcntio,  affectionate,  and  devout  But  to  saturate  his  memory  with 
the  (Uscourae  of  niiiuls  more  exalted  than  his  own,  iuid  to  niinister 
to  them  in  coUating  or  tninscribing  the  books  on  whioh  they  wer» 
einployeJ,  liniit'^d  hw  liuiiible  desires.  Ho  was  fincctsssively  the 
ftmanuensis  of  Do  Saci,  and  the  secretary  of  the  "  jireat "  Amauld. 
A  name  bo  truly  great,  excepting  that  of  Pascal,  does  not  appt-ar 
among  tlie  diariples  of  St  Cyran,  or  the  inmatea  of  Port-Kuyui. 

Antoin*'  Amauld  was  the  youngest  child  of  the  parents  of  the  M^r« 
Angt'liquo :  ho  was  consequently  the  uncle  of  I*  Maitrc,  He  Seri- 
court,  and  Do  SacL  From  his  earliest  years  the  reputation  of  his 
genius  and  learning  had  rendtiri'd  him  the  object  of  universal  nntico 
and  expectAtion.  Richelieu  himself  is  reconled  to  have  stolen 
silently  into  his  chamber,  to  enjoy  the  unpremeflitated  conversation 
of  tlie  young  student  The  L'anlinal  had  no  appaw^nt  rcjwou  U} 
I  dread  that  in  this  case  his  advances  would  be  repulsed ;  for  Artuiuld 
ased  several  rich  beneiicen,  tlresscd  in  fashion,  and  even  kept  a 
caniage.  But  repulsed  they  were,  and  by  the  influence  of  the  man 
to  whom  similar  allurements  hail  be<''.n  piv-seuttxl  in  vain.  In  his 
dungeon  at  Vincennes,  St  Cyran  received  a  viiiit  from  the  young 
abbe.  That  almost  magical  influence  was  again  exerted  witli  irre- 
sistible power.  Amauld  renounce<l  liis  preferments,  assumed  the 
garb  of  penitence,  and  became  the  companion  of  his  nephews,  Le 
Haitre  and  Serioourt,  in  thetr  austere  retirement.  This  aband<in' 
ment  of  the  world  was  not,  however,  bo  absolute,  but  that  he  stilt 
sought  the  rank  of  a  socius  or  fellow  of  the  Sorbonne.  Ry  the 
authority  uf  Richelieu,  his  claims  were  rejected.  Rut  not  even  the 
Cardinal  could  obstnict  the  advancement  of  so  eminent  a  scholar  and 
divine  to  the  tligtiity  of  a  doctt>r  in  divinity.  ''  To  defend  tlio  truth, 
if  neccesaary,  to  the  death,"  was  in  those  days  one  of  the  vows  of 
such  a  graduate — vows,  it  is  to  bo  feared,  as  light  as  air  with  most 
men,  but,  in  this  instance,  engraven  as  with  a  pen  of  iron  on  tlio 
soul  of  the  new  professor  of  theology. 

A  year  had  scarcely  cUpseil  since  he  had  received  from  the  lips  of 
his  dying  mother  an  adjuration  to  be  faitlifiU  in  the  defence  of  truth 
at  the  expense,  were  it  possible,  of  a  thousand  lives.  Touched  with 
the  coincidence  of  his  academical  oath  and  of  this  maternal  precept, 
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he  thpnceforward  exi£t«d  but  to  combat  for  what  he  at  loost 
(lat^fiineil  the  truth;  ond  endurfd  poverty,  exile,  nnd  ifproach,  a-9  he 
would  have  cheerfully  submittal  to  deatli,  in  that  saurwl  warfare. 
in  tvjiitroversy  hu  fomid  liis  vucatiou,  his  lriutni>h,  and  perhaps  hii 
delight.  Tlie  author  of  more  than  a  hundred  volunMfS,  he  was 
engngwl  in  iihnost  as  many  contwite.  Hi.s  g^rat  work,  La  frequentt 
Commutiiarij  ia  essentially  controversial.  He  warred  \rith  the 
Jeeuita  as  a  body ;  and  with  several  of  their  most  eminent  writers, 
as  Sinnond,  Nouet,  and  De  Ifonis,  he  carried  on  sepanile  debates. 
ApoloKits  for  St  Cyran,  Jansenius,  and  for  tlie  ladies  of  Fort-Royal 
flowwd  copiously  from  his  ever-n^ady  pen.  Ho  assailed  the  meta- 
physical meditations  of  Bes  Carles,  and  Malebranche's  theory  of 
miracles.  He  contended  even  with  his  friend  and  associate,  Isic<de, 
on  an  attempt  to  apply  certain  geometrical  priJiiiples  to  the  solution 
Df  some  problems  iu  divinity.  Claude,  Maiml>ourg,  and  Annat 
were  among  bis  advorsiiries.  The  mortt  lJ9t  of  his  works  occupies 
twenty-six  closely-printed  octavo  pngea  A  rapid  analysis  of  them 
fills  a  largo  volume.  If  that  compilation  may  be  trusted  (he  would 
be  a  bold  man  who  should  undertake  to  veiii'y  it),  the  vast  collection 
of  books  which  bear  the  name  of  Antoine  Amauld  acarcely  c^rmtain 
a  tract,  except  those  on  mathematics,  in  which  he  is  not  eugugud  in 
theologiciU  or  scicmtiHc  strife  with  some  antagonist. 

In  the  catalogue,  of  course,  appears  the  celebrated  treatise  De  ia 
Petpeiuite  lie  hi  Fot  mir  VEucharUUs,  a  work  rewanied  with  higher 
applause  than  any  other  of  his  avowed  writings.  Twenty-seven 
IlishojtH  and  twenty  t)o<;tor8  prefaced  it  with  eulogies  on  the  learn- 
ing, piety,  lalent*  and  ortho<1oxy  of  tlie  iUiistrioiia  author.  Ho 
dedicated  it  to  Clement  IX.,  and  was  repaid  with  the  most  glowing 
comptiinents.  I'erhaps  a  still  more  gratifying  tribute  to  his  success 
was  the  conversion  to  the  Koiuaii  Catholic  faith  of  Tun*nne,  of 
which  this  book  wad  Ihe  occjikiou  ;  aiiil  yet  nothing  iw  more  certain 
than  that  the  real  author  was  not  Amauld,  but  Nicole.  In  the 
title-page  of  a  book,  designed  t-o  refute  the  fomiidjibte  Claude,  the 
two  fricnila  ju<lgi^d  the  name  of  a  Doctor  of  the  Church  would  avail 
more  than  thai  of  a  simple  tomnir^ — on  the  side  of  Amauld  a 
litcmr)*  and  pious  fraud,  whirh  it  is  impossible  to  excuse ;  and,  on 
the  side  of  Nicole,  au  example  of  zeal  for  a  man's  caow  triumphing 
over  his  love  uf  fame,  to  which  it  would  not  be  easy  to  liud  a 
parallel.  Such,  however,  was  the  height  uf  Arnauld's  reputation, 
and  such  the  aflluence  of  his  mind,  that  it  is  scarcely  reasonable  to 
attribute  tjiis  iJisingenuous  jirocoeding  to  aeltish  motives.  Few  men 
have  been  more  enamoured  of  the  employmcnte,  or  less  covetous  of 
the  revrards,  of  a  literary  life.     For  nearly  threescoru  yeais  lie  lived 


pen  Id  haml,  except  when  ongasied  in  devotion,  or  in  celebrating 
the  offices  of  tlic  churcb  of  Purt-Koynl  ou  occasions  of  peculiar 
dignity.  His  was  one  of  thc«e  rare  nntures  to  which  intellectnnl 
exertion  brings  relief  rather  than  liwwilmio ;  thus  giving  to  foehler 
umiftretindingH  tho  assnmnofi  that  the  living  spirit  which  ia  in  man, 
if  diaviniled  from  iho  burdens  of  mortality,  would  bo  capable  of 
efforts  coinm<!)isumt*  with  an  immortal  existence. 

His  book,  De  la  /requmfs  O^immttimii,  wa«  the  commencement 
of  the  seventy  years*  ryligious  war  which  ended  in  tho  dcatniction 
of  Piirt-Royil.  To  restoi-e  tlie  aevL-re  mflxiins  of  ChrLstian  antiquity 
reaptwting  the  spiritual  qualirtcation  of  commuuicanLa,  and  thus  to 
niiw  a  standard  of  Church  membersliip,  incomparably  more  exalted 
than  that  which  prevailed  in  his  own  generatiim,  was  the  avowe»l 
object  of  Arnauld.  HIb  scarcely  conceiUeil  purpoiMj  was  to  chastise 
the  lax.  uiomlity  to  which  the  Jesuits  had  lent  their  sanction;  and 
to  repel  their  attacks  on  the  mnro  rigid  syatem  of  St  C'\Tan.  Hf- 
▼ised  in  his  prison  by  tliat  father  of  the  faithful,  and  Bheltered  by 
the  coiiimondation  of  divines  of  over)'  rank  an4l  onler,  the  book- 
forbearing  in  style,  lofty  in  sentiment,  replete  with  various  ]ii;iniing, 
■ad.  breathing  an  cloquenoo  at  once  animated  by  unhesitating  &utb, 
and  clh»«teue-.l  by  the  most  profotind  humility — broke  like  a  peaJ  of 
thunder  over  the  hea^ls  of  his  startled  antognniatvi.  Such  was  tho 
fury  of  tlu;ir  rettentmont,  that  the  Marshal  de  Vihc  sagaciously  ob* 
■erred,  "There  must  be  some  secret  in  all  this;  Tho  Jesuits  are 
never  bo  excited  when  tif*thing  but  the  glory  of  Gad  is  at  stake." 
Though  at  tirst  struck  down  by  the  ceasures  of  a  conclave  of  Bishops, 
will:  Mazitrin  at  their  hea<l,  Nouct,  the  great  atlvocate  of  the 
aociety,  rctnnied  again  and  again  to  the  assatdt  Ptdpits  fulmin- 
ated, prcsaca  groaned.  Ou  the  one  sids,  the  Sorbonne  invoked  the 
aid  of  tho  civil  power,  then  in  feeble  hamla  ;  on  the  other,  the 
Jesuits  appeale^l  to  the  Pajxil  See,  then  rising  in  new  vigour  from 
the  disasters  of  the  preceding  century.  Arnauld  was  cited  by  the 
Pope,  and  refjuired  by  the  Cardiual  Minister  of  Franco  to  appear  in 
hifl  own  defence  at  Rome.  Against  this  infringement  of  the  Gnllican 
liberties,  the  University,  tho  Sorbonnc.  and  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
remonstrated  ;  but  Mazarin  was  intlexible. 

The  Holy  See  took  cognisance  of  the  cause,  thougli  the  person  of 
tho  accused  was  beyond  their  reach.  In  his  al»s<^ric«,  that  infallible 
tribunal  decided  not  to  let  the  world  know  whether,  of  the  thirty 
erroneous  opinions  imputed  to  Arnauld  as  heresies,  twenty  auil  nine 
were  heretical  or  not.  Amuuld  himself,  however,  was  unable  to 
stand  bis  ground.  For  twonty-fire  yours  together,  he  was  oompi'llod 
to  live  in  a  voluntary  ooncealment,  which  his  enemies  had  not  the 
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power  nor  perhaps  the  \rish,  lo  violate.     Uis  retirement  vras  pnrwnil 
in  the  mcu^tery  of  f  ort-Rujral,  or  in  one  cf  tlie  adjaeant  hennit- 

Tliat  ancient  seat  of  their  Order  had  now  been  long  deserted  by 
his  sist«r  Aiigelk{uc  uad  her  associates.  Their  residence  at  Paria 
had.  nul  been  uni'ruitfui  of  events.  They  bad  exchanged  the  juriit- 
liiftioa  of  the  Gt'ueral  of  their  Order  fur  tliat  of  the  Aithbishop  of 
Parift.  On  the  voluntary  rosii^ualion  of  Angelique,  and  by  her 
desire,  the  ahlmtial  dii^iily  had  Wen  made  elective  in  their  house. 
An  inolTectual  scheme  of  devoting  themselves  to  the  perpetual 
udunttion  of  the  Holy  Kuchariet,  had  deeply  exerci&ed  their  thouglita. 
Occiifiional  miracles  bad  awakened  or  rewarded  their  piety.  An 
inijpireti  litany  (so  it  was  believed)  bad  fallen  inaenaihly  from  th« 
pen  of  sifter  A^TieB,  which  eij^ht  Ductors  cwjsured.  St  Cyran  vindi- 
cated, and  the  I'ope  RUppressed.  From  hia  priann  at  Yincennes, 
their  great  apologiat  directed  their  conacieuces,  and  guided  tliem  to 
the  office  of  educating  children  of  their  own  »ei — a  wise  and  happy 
project,  which  hronght  back  into  the  sphere  of  ordinary  duties, 
minds  soaring  with  indefinite  aima  into  the  regions  of  mysticism, 
and  waatiug,  in  efforts  for  an  ideal  perfeelion,  talenta  eminently 
litted  to  blesR  and  to  improve  mankind. 

To  restore  the  sisterhood  to  the  quiet  valley  where  their  prede- 
cessont  had  worahipped,  was  the  next  care  of  St  Cyran.      True,  it 
thr^atenerl  their  Iwan  ;  but  '*  is  it  not,"  he  asked,  **  as  well  to  serve 
God  in  an  hospital  as  in  a  church,  if  aur.h  he.  bis  pleaauro?"    "Are 
any  prayerh  more  acceptable  than  ihoKC  of  the  afflicted  1"     Angfr- 
lique's  heart  had  a  ready  answer  to  such  questions  from  such  an. 
impiirer.    In  that  Bwiueslered  church  where  angels,  and  a  alill  mor» 
awful  j)n!sence,  had  once  dwelt,  they  could  not  but  still  abide  (anchi 
waa  his  BS>tumnce},  and  she  i-etunied  to  »(>ek  Ibem  tlicra    She  cama  i 
all*nded  by  a  hirge  ()roportion  of  tho  ladies  of  Port-Royal,  hailed  by 
the  poor  and  aged,  whom  in  former  time^  sho  had  cherished,  and 
welcomed  by  her  kint>men  and  by  the  companions  of  their  religioas 
solitude.     It  was  their  first  and  only  meeting.      Lea  Granges  (» 
farm-houRO  on  the  bill-side)  became  the  re>8idunce  of  the  reclusee^f 
the  gates  of  the  monastery  closing  on  the  nuns. 

Hound  by  no  monastic  vows,  the  men  addressed  tbemselves  to 
anch  employments  as  each  was  supposed  best  qualified  to  filL 
KthooU  for  the  instruction  of  youth  in  every  branch  of  Uteralnre 
and  science  were  kept  by  Lancelot,  Nicole,  Fontaine,  and  I>e  Saci 
Some  laboured  at  translations  of  the  Fathers,  and  other  worlu  of  1 
piety.     Amauld  plied  bia  ceaseless  toils  in  logic,  geometry,  motft-  j 
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pbyaica,  and  theological  debato.  rUysioiims  of  high  ctjchnty  exer- 
cined  their  art  in  all  thu  utjighbouriiig  vUlageti.  Le  Maiire  and 
other  oniLueut  lawyors  addrt«tM?t|  theinsolves  to  the  work  of  iirbi- 
tiuting  in  all  iho  duiseiisiong  of  the  vii-iiia<^n.  There  were  to  be  Been 
gentlomen  working  aaaidnously  na  vine-dresiicTS,  officers  making 
^oes,  noblomen  sawing  timber  and  repairing  windows ;  a  society 
held  together  by  no  vows,  governed  by  no  cnrpomtc  lawa,  subject 
to  no  common  superior,  pursiiing  no  joint  designs,  yet  all  living 
in  uiibiiikoii  haniioriy  ;  all  folhtwtng  their  resjtective  callings  silent, 
grave,  abstracfcd,  8elf-»ffiicted  by  faatinga,  watchinj^B,  ami  liumiliii- 
tions — a  body  of  penitents  on  their  painful  progrcaa  through  a 
world  which  thoy  bad  revived  at  onca  to  serve  and  to  avoid. 
From  year  to  y«ar,  till  death  or  persecution  removed  them  from  the 
valley  of  Port-Koyal,  the  members  of  tliis  singular  assoiiation  ad- 
hered pertinaciously  to  their  de#ign  ;  nor  among  their  aunsla  will  bo 
found  more,  we  thmk,  than  a  single  name  on  which  rests  the  unput- 
atioit  or  inlidelity  of  licklene^  of  purpose. 

To  the  nuns,  indeed,  no  such  change  was  possible.  Like  the 
inhabitiiut«  of  Les  Grangait,  tlmy  employed  theniAelves  in  educating 
the  children  of  the  rich  and  the  poor,  in  almsgiving,  and  in  other 
works  of  mercy.  Their  renunciation  of  secular  cares  was  oorohinod 
(no  common  alliance)  with  an  entire  superiority  to  all  secular  inter- 
ests. Angelique,  now  the  elected  abbe.><8,  and  in  that  ^-haracter  the 
ruler  of  the  tPinporalities  of  the  convent,  exhibited  u  princely  spirit 
of  muniticenco — uouridhed  anil  sustained  by  the  most  severe  and 
self-denying  economy.  Khe  and  her  si«tt-rhood  reserviwl  for  thcm- 
Mlves  little  more  than  a  phice  in  their  own  liet  of  paupers.  So  firm 
was  her  rviiance  on  the  Divine  bounty,  and  so  abstemious  her  use 
of  it.  that  she  hazanlod  a  long  courw  of  heroic  improvidence,  jiisti- 
iied  by  the  event  and  eniiohltd  by  the  motive ;  but  at  once  Jitt«d 
and  designed  rather  to  excite  the  enthusiasm  of  ordinai'y  mortals, 
than  to  alToril  a  model  for  their  imitatiun.  Buildings  were  erected 
both  at  Port-Iloyal  do  Paris,  and  Port-Iioyal  dos  Champs ;  in  the 
aerane  maJHsty  of  which  the  worshipper  might  discern  an  appropriata 
Tflstibale  to  the  temple  made  without  hands,  towards  which  his 
adoration  was  directod.  Wealth  was  never  permitted  to  iulroduco, 
nor  poverty  to  exclade,  any  candidate  for  ailmission  aa  a  novice  or 
a  pupil  On  one  occasion  twenty  thonsand  francs  were  given  aa  a 
relief  to  a  distressed  community ;  on  another,  four  times  that  sum 
were  pestAiretl  to  a  benefactress,  whoso  heart  repented  a  bounty 
which  she  bad  no  longer  the  right  to  recbim.  Their  regular  expen- 
diture exceeded  by  more  than  sevenfold  their  certain  income ;  doi 
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were  (bey  ever  di^pp<:iirit*3J  in  their  assurnDce^  that  tbo  annnali 
iletlcioncy  of  more  tlian  forty  thousand  francs  would  be  supplied  by  , 
the  iK^nevolence  of  their  fnllow-Christians. 

What  was  the  cnustraining  force  of  charity,  Angeliquo  had  learned 
from  tha  study  of  her  own  heart,  and  she  relied  with  a  wall-foimded 
contidenco  m  the  some  generous  impuho  ui  tbo  hearts  of  othois. 
Tlie  grace,  the  gaiety,  and  Umdume**  of  her  Jialure,  which  mi^t 
httve  embeliished  courts  and  jmlacos,  were  drawn  into  continual  i 
exercise  to  mitigate  the  auguish  of  disease,  to  soothe  the  wretched,^ 
and  to  itistruct  the  younf^.  Her  handfi  ministerud,  by  day  and  by 
ui^'lit,  io  the  reliuf  of  those  whuse  maladica  were  the  most  loath- 
some or  contagious,  and  her  voice,  in  its  moat  kindly  lonea,  allayed 
their  Urrrors.  With  pJayfnl  ingenuity  she  would  t*ach  her  iisaociat'es 
])uw  to  employ  tbo  vestnumLs,  tlie  furniture,  and,  when  other 
nwoiirces  failed,  even  the  sacred  plato,  of  the  monastery,  in  provid- 
ing clothed  for  the  naked,  though  it  left  tliemselvee  in  want,  and 
in  fcedini^  thfl  hunpy,  though  it  deprived  tbemaelves  of  all  pnaent 
ntsouTi'CB.  WHuIg  thus  distributing  bounties,  not  merely  to  the 
necesflitii-8  of  the  indigent,  but  to  the  relief  of  persona  of  her  own 
niiik  in  life,  there  was  in  the  hesom  of  Angeliiiue  a  feeling  which 
ixivulted,  not  against  dependence  on  alms,  for  her  vowa  of  jiuverly 
required  it-,  but  against  soliciting  aid  even  from  her  neanst  kindred  ; 
— a  feeling  condoninod  as  human,  perhaps,  in  her  stem  solf-judg- 
ment,  but  assuredly  one  of  those  emotions  which  the  best  of  our 
race  are  the  last  to  relinquish.  And  if  it  be  true,  as  true  it  surely 
ia.  that  to  the  ciiUuiti  and  exercioe  of  the  benevolent  affecliona  aa  an 
ultimate  eud.  all  otlier  ends  of  human  life — kiiowleiigo,  practical 
skill,  meditative  power,  self-control,  and  the  rcst^— are  but  subaet- 
vient  means,  who  shall  deny  to  such  a  course  of  life  as  that  of  the 
nana  of  Port-Koyal.  the  praise  of  wisdom,  however  ill  he  may  jud^ 
uf  the  wi)v(li)in  whicli  established  and  maintained  conventual  insti- 
tutions') iSonie  affections,  indeed,  they  could  not  cultivate.  Two 
of  the  deepest  and  the  richest  mines  of  their  natun^,  maternal  and 
L'onjupid  love,  lay  unwrought  and  uncxplotvd.  Yet  they  lived,  aa 
wisdom  we  art!  told  ought  to  live,  witli  children  round  their  knees;] 
training  them  for  every  oflic*  in  life,  if  not  with  a  mother's  yearn- ' 
ing%  with  perhaps  aomctbing  more  than  a  mother's  prudence. 

Over  this  singubr  theocracy,  male  and  female,  presided  St  Cyroa, 
eierciaing  from  his  dtmgeon  a  supreme  authority ;  and  under  him 
nded  Antoine  ^inglin.  the  general  confessor  l)oth  of  the  lucluaes 
and  the  nuns.  In  the  conduct  of  souls  (such  is  the  appropriate 
style)  Singlin  was  supposed  to  excel  all  the  professors  of  that  moet 
critical  science.     Pascal,  l>e  Saci,  and  Amauld  eat  at  Lis  feet  with. 
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cliildlike  docility.  Miniatcrs  of  state,  alvocatos,  and  bishopa,  crowded 
rr;verently  round  his  puljiit ;  yet  by  thw  coiifcaHioii,  or  rather  the 
boast,  of  his  disciples,  ha  vras  diatingiiishmi  neiUier  by  learning, 
tiUonU,  nor  eloqueuco,  Tlie  mystery  of  his  ubuohitu  doioiiiiou  over 
intflllGcU  flo  incomparably  superior  to  hia  omi,  ia  partly,  at  least, 
disp^Uod  by  what  remains  of  hia  writings.  Thoy  indicate  a  mind 
at  once  discriminating  and  devout,  conversant  alike  with  human 
nfltuK'  and  with  the  Divine,  exerting  all  its  jiowere  to  penotrato  the 
labyrinth  of  man's  hiyii-t,  and  auBtaining  these  powers  by  hiibitiial 
communion  with  tho  souri;fl  of  wisdom. 

Guided  by  such  pastors,  the  Port-TioyaUsts  were  following  out  a 
progivM  more  tranquil  than  that  of  Jolrn  Banyan's  I*ilgrini,  when 
the  wars  of  the  Frondo  nidely  scattered  the  shi^pherd  and  the  flixik. 
Most  of  tho  nuns  lied  for  refuse  to  Paris,  but  tho  recluses  (they 
were  Frenchmen  still)  appeared  three  huutlred  strong,  in  dei'fiiee 
of  their  £&questered  valley.  Above  their  hair-shirU  glittered  coats 
of  mail.  As  the  last  notes  of  the  anthem  tliod  away,  tbo  trumpet 
summoned  the  worahippi^rs  to  military  exercises.  Spears  and  hel- 
mets flashed  through  the  woods  —  plumes  waved  over  many  a 
ftimved  brow — intrenchments,  the  course  of  which  may  still  be 
traced,  were  thrown  up ;  and  the  eveuing-gun,  the  wat«h-word,  and 
the  heavy  tread  of  cax-alry,  broke  a  silence  till  then  undistiirlicd, 
except  by  the  monastic  choir,  or  the  half-uttered  prayer  of  some 
lonely  penitent  De  Soricourt  felt  once  again  his  pulse  beat  high 
OS  he  drew  out  the  martial  column,  and  raised  the  long-forgotten 
words  of  peremptory  command.  But  cro  long  a  voice  more  subdued, 
Ihongh  not  less  peremptory,  was  heard  to  silence  his.  De  Saci's 
heart  mourned  over  this  reliance  on  an  arm  of  flesh.  AVatching 
the  first  pause  in  the  new  enthnsiasm  of  Iiie  associates,  he  implored 
them  to  lay  aside  their  weapons ;  and  in  long-suffering  to  submit 
themselves  and  their  cause  to  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events.  At 
an  instant  tho  whole  aspect  of  Port-Royal  was  changed.  Students 
returned  to  their  books,  penitents  to  their  cells,  and  handycraftsmen 
to  their  ordinary''  labours.  It  was  a  change  as  sudden  and  us  com- 
plete as  when,  at  the  bidding  of  the  Genius,  the  crowded  bridge  and 
the  rushing  river  disappeared  from  the  eyes  of  Mirza,  leaving  before 
him  nothing  but  the  long  hollow  Valley  of  Bagdad,  wit]^  oxen, 
sheep,  and  camels  grazing  on  the  aides  of  it. 

To  one  inmate  of  Purt-RoyiU  the  terrors  of  an  impending  war 
had  brought  no  disquietude,  AngcUquo  remained  there,  tho 
piarlian  angel  of  tho  place.  Hundreds  of  nuned  peasants  were 
daily  fed  by  her  bounty.  "Perhaps  I  shidl  not  U)  able"  (the 
quotation  ia  from  one  of  hor  lottcri]  written  at  the  time)  "  to  send 
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yoii  ft  letter  lo-iootTow,  for  all  our  honws  and  asses  aw  draJ  with 
hunger.  Oli  1  hnw  iittlu  do  jiriiict^s  know  tlie  detailed  UoiTDrs  uf 
war.  All  the  provender  of  the  beoste  we  have  been  ohli^i  to 
divide  between  ourselvea  and  the  starving  poor.  We  liuve  con- 
ceal(»l  as  many  of  the  peoitanta  and  of  thair  cattln  as  we  rould,  in 
nur  munustory,  to  9s.vc  them  from  being  murdcrod  and  losing;  all 
thoir  Huhstanri!.  Our  dormitoiy  and  the  chapter-house  are  full  of 
horses ;  we  arc  almost  stifled  by  being  pent  up  with  Uiese  beasts, 
but  we  could  not  resist  the  piea-ing  lainentaiions  of  the  starving 
and  the  heiirlrbroliifn  ])0or.  In  tlie  cc^llar  we  havp  conoealwi  furly 
cows.  Our  coiirl-yanla  imd  oul-houaes  are  atuIiWl  full  of  fowls, 
turkeys,  ducks,  gec^,  and  asstp^  The  ehurch  in  jitlod  up  to  thu 
ceilinj^  with  com,  oat^,  l)onns,  uud  p<*as,  and  with  caKlrons,  kettles, 
and  other  things  belonging  to  the  cottagers.  Our  lauudri*  ia  tilled 
])y  the  iige<l,  the  bliiul,  the  maimed,  the  halt,  and  inlauts.  Tlie 
infirmary  is  full  of  sick  and  wounded.  We  have  t<im  up  all  our 
rags  and  linen  clotliiug  to  drc?**  their  aorps  j  wo  havo  no  more,  and 
are  now  at  our  wits'  end.  "We  daro.  not  go  into  the  fields  for  any 
more,  as  they  are  full  of  marauding  parties.  AVc  hear  that  the  abbey 
of  St  CjTan  has  been  burned  and  pillaged.  Our  own  is  threatened 
with  an  attack  every  day.  The  cold  weather  alone  preserves  u^ 
from  pestilence.  We  aro  so  clostdy  crowded  that  death  hapi>enjj 
continually.     God,  however,  is  with  us*,  and  wo  are  at  peace," 

That  inward  peace  wliieb  Angeliquo  was  thus  enabled  to  main- 
tain during  the  borrow  of  civil  wor,  was  soon  to  be  exposed  to  a 
more  arduous  trial  To  tlio  bnlUed  antAgonists  of  Aniauld.  Port^ 
li^jyul  was  an  abomination.  There  dwelt  in  safety  their  inttinded 
victim,  pb^ng  bis  dreaded  pen,  surrounded  by  his  kiiidreii.  his 
scholars,  and  his  allies ;  and  all  engaged  in  the  same  eontifst  with 
the  casuistry,  the  theology,  and  the  morula  of  the  society  of  Jmua. 
Against  thoisc  devoted  enemies  one  Brisacier,  a  Jesuit,  led  the  assault. 
His  articles  of  impeachment  bore  tlmt  they  despised  the  Eueharifit, 
tliat  they  had  neither  holy  water  nor  images  in  their  churches,  and 
liint  tliey  jiniyed  neither  to  tlie  Virgin  nor  the  saints.  Vain  was 
tlie  clearest  refuljitioa  uf  caluniuiiMso  shocking  to  Catholic  eun,  and 
Tain  the  archiepiiicojial  thunders  which  rebuked  the  slanderer. 
Father  Afegnier,  of  the  same  holy  company,  denoanced  to  tlia 
astonisheii  world  a  secret  conspiracy  against  the  religion  of  Chriat, 
the  leatlens  of  wtiicli  were  the  Abbot  uf  St  Cymn  and  Antoine 
Amauld — the  Voltaire  and  the  L>idcrot  of  their  age  !  But  human. 
credulity  has  its  limits,  and  Megnier  had  overstepped  them.  For  a 
moment  the  assailaiitd  [xmsed  ;  but  at  lost,  the  womb  of  timn,  fertilo 
in  prodigies,  gave  birth  to  thv  far-fiwuHl  "five  pro[)ositiona "  o£ 


TatliPT  Cornet — ft  "  [talpnlile  olwcurc,"  lyiiif?  in  llie  dim  i^jjions  of 
p»_vcholi7sir.'jil  divinity,  and  doomed  for  successive  geiteratious  to 
fwrplex,  to,cxaHpcrat«,  and  to  overwhelm  with  porsecation,  or  with 
ridicule,  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  (.Uiristian  world. 

Thiit  these  five  dogmas  on  the  mysterj*  of  tlie  Divine  grace  were 
to  be  found  within  tiw  Avgustimts  of  Jansenius,  was  iwl  the  original 
cliargo.  They  were  at  first  dcuouncwl  hy  Comet  as  opinions  which 
had  been  derived  from  the  work  of  the  lUrthnp  of  Ypres,  by  Amaald 
and  other  Doctors  of  the  Oallieau  Church,  and  by  thera  inculcated 
on  their  own  disciples.  Innocent  X.  condt-mne<l  the  propositions  as 
heretical ;  and  to  the  authority  of  the  Huly  Sc-e  Antauld  and  his 
fiit-nds  implicitly  bowed.  In  a  wof»dcut  pretixed  io  tliis  Papal 
constitution  by  the  triumphant  JeMuit^,  Jansi'nius  appeared  in  his 
«ipi(MX'pal  dreas,  bnt  accoutred  irith  the  aspect,  the  wings,  and  the 
rtlluT  well-known  api>eniiages  of  the  evil  spirit,  around  whom  were 
pUjnns  the  lightniiigs  of  thu  ^'aticaIl. 

The  man  aini  the  ]ier««y  thus  hap]>ily  disponed  of,  a  single  question 
r>,'niaini?d — Were  the  peccant  pKipueitions  really  to  be  found  in  the 
Auguitinun  or  not  1  Amauld  declared  that  he  had  stiidiod  tlie  tH>ok 
from  end  to  end,  and  conid  not  Hnd  them  there.  That  thore  they 
were  nr^vertlieJess  to  be  founds  the  Jesuits  as  strongly  asserted.  To 
have  quoted  by  chapter  and  pQge>  the  ufleusive  passages,  would  have 
spoiled  tlie  most  pmmisiug  quarrel  whicli  had  arisen  in  the  Church 
since  the  close  of  the  Tridentine  Council.  Srill-bnm  must  then  have 
perished  the  ever-meranrable  distinction  of  ths  droit  and  the  fait^^ 
thft  droit  being  the  ju-stice  of  the  Papal  censure  of  the  propositions, 
which  all  Catholics  admitted — -tlie  fnH  bi-ing  the  existence,  in  the 
Ay^iwfinus,  of  the  pruposiiiocs  so  censured,  which  all  Jansenist^ 
deniiHi, 

The  vulgar  mode  of  trial  by  quotation  being  discarded,  nothing 
remained  but  trial  by  authority.  Anuat,  the  King's  Confi-sstir,  a 
Jesuit  in  religion,  and  ^fmarin.  the  King's  Ministor,  a  Jesuit  in 
politics,  each,  from  different  motives,  found  his  ac/?ount  in  humili- 
ating the  Pnri-KoyiiliBtit  A  couclave  of  l^arisian  Doctors,  selected 
by  them,  decre^-d  that  the  live  propositions  were  in  the  book,  and 
should  he  in  the  book.  A  papal  bull  affinnod  their  sententie,  and 
then  a  smTond  cnncliive  required  all  the  ecclesiastics,  and  aU  the 
wligimis  cnnimunities  of  Franne,  to  subscribe  their  assent  to  the 
order  whii'h  had  thiw  alfiliated  tliese  foundling  opinions  on  poor 
Jansenius.  That  such  a  defender  of  the  faith  as  Antoine  Amauld 
would  receive  mich  a  mandate  in  silence,  the  authors  of  it  neither 
exi)ecled  nonlesired.  In  words  exactly  tninscribed,  though  notavow- 
«diy  iiiiotM,  from  Chn'so«tom  and  Augustiue,  he  drew  up  his  own 
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creed   on  the   qneations  of    grace    and    free-will  ;    and   in   good^l 
round  terms  ncqititt^^i  tho  Bishop  of  Yiirea  of  Imving  written  more  f 
or  lesti.     A  thii-d  eoncIiiVB  censurwl  the  apologist,  unconscious  aj>- 1 
porently  that  Lbeir  fulminations  would  reach  the  holy  fathers  o£ 
CouMtuntiuopb  and  Hippo.     They  at  Icaift  reached  the  object  at 
which  they  in  reality  aimed,     "  Could  the  most  Christian  King," 
they  exclaimed,  "  permit  that  jjenitent  recluBea  and  yoiing  children 
should  any  longer  a^isemhle  for  in^ttniction  under  the  influence  of  a 
Uiuu  who  had  been  convictoil  of  heresj*  on  the  subject  of  eflicaeioua 
gmw,  and  who  was  either  unable  or  uu\^'iIlLug  to  lind  in  ihoAnffug- 
tinus  what  tl]e  Pope  himaeK  had  said  might  be  found  Iheit)  1 "    Amie 
of  Austria  lititened,  Ma^arin  whispered,  and  she  obeyed.     Armod 
with  her  authority,  her  lieutenants  appeared  at  Port-IioyaL  with  ordera  i 
to  restore  Les  Granges  and  the  fnreata  around  it  to  their  uueieut  wdi- 
tude  ;  and  then  had  I'ur  ever  fidleu  the  glories  of  that  tuicred  valley, 
but  for  an  incident  so  strange  and  opportune  as  to  force  Iwck  the 
memory  to  the  precipitate  descent  from  Mount  Ida  of  the  Homeric 
lAutie^,  to  tcdoue,  in  the  agony  of  hia  Cate,  dome  panting  hero  on  the 
field  of  Troy. 

MudemuisL-Ue  Penier  was  the  niece  of  Blaise  PascaL     She  was  a1 
child  in  her  eleventh  yenr,  and  a  scholar  refiiding  in  the  moiusteijofJ 
Pori-R(iyal.     Fur  three  ycflra  and  a  half  Hhe  had  been  afflicted  withf 
^  fistula  latrtjmalis.     Tlie  adjacent  bones  had  become  canons,  uti) 
the  most  loathsome  ulcers  distigured  her  countenanca     All  remedies 
hud  been  tried  in  vain ;  the  utedieal  faculty  had  exhausted  their 
resources.     One  despemte  experiment  remained — it  waw  that  of  the 
actual  cautery.     For  this  the  day  was  appolntodf  and  her  father  had 
set  out  on  a  journey  to  be  present  at  the  operation.     2Cow  it  came 
to  paea  that  Si.  do  la  Potherlo,  who  via?  at  once  a  Parisian  ocdesiti 
astic,  a  great-uncle  of  Angelii)i]u  and  of  Amuulilr  and  an  osedduooi^ 
coUoctor  of  relics,  had  possessed  himself  of  one  of  the  thorns  com- 
posing the  crown  of  wliich  wo  read  in  thfe  Evangeliets.     Great  had 
been  the  curiosity  of  the  various  convents  to  see.  it,  and  tlie  ladies 
of  Port-Koyal  IukI  earnestly  Policnted  that  pri^Tlege.     Accordingly, 
on  the  34th  of  Marcli,  in  tlie  year  1656,  the  day  of  the  week  being 
Friday,  and  the  week  the  third  in  Lent,  a  suleuin  prucejiston  of, 
nuns,  novices,  and  scholars,  moved  along  the  clioir  of  the  laonastisj 
church,  chanting  appropriate  hymns,  and  each  one,  in  her  turn, ' 
kiting  the  holy  relic.     When  the  turn  of  MademoiBello  Perrier 
arrived,  she,  by  the  advice  of  the  (fchoolmistnyw,  touched  her  diseased 
eye  with  the  thorn,  not  doubting  that  it  would  eflect  a  cure.     8hc 
rr>;niiied  her  room,  and  the  malady  was  gone  !    Tlie  cure  was  ineton- 
lioit-'uiis  and  complete,     tio  strict,  however,  was  the  tuleucu  of  the 
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aljbeiy,  especially  la  Lent,  that,  except  to  the  corapaiiion  who  shared 
Ii«r  chamber,  Mademoiselle  Perrier  did  not  at  linrt.  divulg«  the 
miraclo.  Ou  Iho  following  day  the  sargeon  appeared  with  Iiia  in- 
stnimonts.  Tho  ofilictcd  father  was  present ;  oxhortations  to  patience 
were  delivered ;  evorj-  preparation  was  complete,  when  the  astonished 
operator  Ibr  the  first  time  perceived  that  every  syruptoni  of  the 
disease  had  disappeamd.  All  Paris  rang  with  ths  story.  It  Pftached 
the  ear  of  tho  queen -mother.  JJy  her  command,  M.  Felix,  tho  prin- 
cipal Burgeon  to  the  king,  investigated  and  cnntinned  the  narrative. 
Tho  royal  oonacionco  Wiw  touched  Who  hut  must  be  moved  with. 
mch  an  attostalion  fjom  on  hi^h,  of  the  iimocanco  of  a  monastery 
divinely  sRlenttHi  aa  tho  theatre  of  so  great  a  miracle?  Annn  of 
Austria  recalled  her  lieutenant  Again  the  tccIuscs  potumed  to  their 
hermitages  ;  the  busy  ham  of  scliool-boyH  was  heard  once  more  at 
Port-Ktiyal  ;  and  in  his  ancient  retreat  Arnauld  was  permitted  to  re- 
sume his  uiireiiiitUiig  labours. 

Time  mu«t  be  at  some  discount  with  any  man  who  should  cmphiy 
it  in  adjiwling  the  "  balance  of  improbabiJitios  "  in  such  a  caac  aa 
tliia.  But  then)  is  ono  indisputjible  marvel  connected  yrilh  it.  The 
greatest  geiiiiia,  the  moftt  prnfourid  scholar,  and  the  must  eminent 
advocate  of  that  age,  all  possesein^  the  most  ample  nieanfi  of  know- 
ledpc,  all  carefully  investigated,  all  admitted,  and  all  defende*!  with 
their  pens,  the  miracle  of  the  Holy  Thorn.  Eurojie  at  tliiit  timn 
produfred  no  throe  men  more  prrjfoundly  conversiint  with  tho  laws  of 
thft  material  world,  with  the  Inws  of  the  human  mind,  and  with  the 
iuuiiioi[Mi  law,  than  Pascal,  Amanld,  and  I.e  Maitre  ;  and  they  wi're 
all  sineero  and  earnest  believers.  Yet  our  Protestant  incnMlulity 
utterly  rejects  both  the  tale  iti«lf  and  tho  iiderences  drawn  fmm  it, 
and  bat  for  anch  mighty  names,  might  yield  to  the  temptali(m  of 
regarding  it  08  too  contoraptiblo  for  serious  notice.  A\Tiy  is  tbial 
It  is  a  question  which  volumes  might  bo  well  employed  to  answer. 
In  tliis  place,  a  passing  notice  is  all  that  can  be  given  to  it. 

Antecedently  to  their  investigation  of  the  evidence,  Pascal,  Arnauld, 
and  Le  Mm!  re  may  be  supposed  to  have  redneod  their  rtiasoninga  on 
the  subject  to  the  following  syllogism  : — 'llie  true  Church  is  did- 
tingnishMl  from  all  others  by  the  perennial  po.«sei«sion  of  miniculous 
gifts.  But  the  Church  of  Rome  is  the  true  Church.  Therefore,  when 
a  nuracle  is  alleged  to  have  happened  within  her  fold,  the  presump- 
tion is  not  against,  but  in  lavour  of  the  truth  of  the  statement ;  and 
therefore,  aided  by  that  preaumption,  credit  ia  duo  in  such  a  case  to 
tosLtmony  wliich  would  bo  insufficient  to  suhatiantiate  tho  fact  under 
any  other  circumstaucea.  Negamut  majorem.  It  is  not  In  the  spirit 
of  paradox,  far  less  in  that  of  irreverence  or  levity,  that  we  would 
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niaiiitiiin  the  reverse — namely,  that  a  Chiirch  really  distinguished  hy 
the  pc-nnanent  exen^iso  of  miraculous  poweis,  wotUd  jircsumobly  be 
Hoi  a  true  Cliurcli,  but  a  false. 

Pmltability  is  the  expectation  of  the  recurrence  of  usual  Sf*- 
queneea.  Certainty  is  the  expectation  of  the  recurronee  of  soqacncea 
belierud  to  be  inranable.  The  disappotntmeut  of  such  an  expecta* 
lion  iQay  be  the  diBclosure  of  some  uniform  seijuenoe  hitherto  uo* 
knowu  ;  that  ik,  one  of  the  lawu  of  nature  ;  or  it  may  be  a  iiiislake  ; 
thai  ia,  ih'j  disturbance  of  those  laws  by  some  power  caiwblo  of  eon- 
trolUng  them.  Ho  who  alleges  a  miracle  alleges  the  existence  of 
nalural  lawH  ;  for  there  can  be  no  exci'ption  where  there  is  no  rule, 
2^ow.  to  aacribe  the  laws  of  uature  to  any  power  but  that  of  Oud. 
would  t>e  aiheixm.  Hut  to  ascribe  an  huhitual  infringement  of  them 
laws  lo  [lowers  subordinate,  yet  opyK'sed,  to  the  divine,  is  not  atheisiif, 
but  L-s  on  the  contrary,  consistent  alike  with  piety  and  ^vith  reason. 

That  analogies  of  natural  and  reveals!  religion  not  only  permit, 
but  n.f)uire,  us  thus  to  judge.  For  example,  tie  moral  law  of  God 
is  love.  That  law  is  habitually  infringed  by  human  soltiafanesfL 
Submii«&ion  to  the  Icgitimato  cxerciiie  of  Icgitimato  authority,  is  a 
law  from  Heaven.  That  law  is  habitually  infringed  by  human  self- 
wilL  That  within,  tlie  range  of  his  powers  of  action  man  should  Ix* 
a  freo  u^out,  id  Uie  t^livlnc  hiw.  That  law,  as  wo  le-aru  ^om  the  Go- 
e;M'l9,  was  habitually  infringt'd  in  the  case  of  demoniacs. 

That  the  binod  of  the  dead  should  eorrupt  and  not  liquefy ;  ihat 
houses  should  be  built  and  not  lly ;  that  lUseases  should  be_  cur^l 
by  therupeutics,  ur  not  at  all,  are  all  physical  laws  of  nature — that 
ift,  of  Go<!.  Those  physieal  lawu,  wa  are  told,  are  habitually  infringed 
witldn  the  foM  of  the  Koauin  Catholic  Church.  Be  it  so.  Hut  if  so, 
what  is  tht;  infercncritl  llml  the  Koman  Catholic  Chumh  is  the  de- 
positur}*  of  divine  truth,  iind  ihc  special  object  of  divine  favour  1  - — 
We  wot  not.  Wliere  such  truth  nsides,  and  such  fcivour  rests,  limn 
rill  be  harmony,  not  elsewhere  to  lie  found,  with  tlie  genemi  laws 
tho  divine  economy,  and  tlie  general  piinclples  of  the  divine 

vcmment^  The  law  ia  higher  than  the  anomaly.  Tlie  rule  is 
more  worthy  than  the  exct-ption.  That  conformity  to  the  eternal 
otdinances  of  Heaven,  whether  psychological  or  physical,  should 
indicate  the  posaeiisinn  of  tnith  and  holiness  iu  a  Church,  ia 
in  It'll  igible.  That  n  .systematic  couutenietion  of  any  such  ordi- 
naiice.s  should  indicate  the  same,  is  not  iiittdligible.  If  in  any 
society  any  law  of  tho  divine  government,  whether  moral  or 
physical,  is  hnhiiualhj  reversed,  the  inference  would  seem  to  be, 
tluit  sucli  a  society  ia  subject  to  the  control  of  some  power  opposed 
to  the  divine. 


Will  it  be  answpred  timl  fit'^ri/  diaturl)flnct»  of  the  lawa  of  God 
mutd  proeoed  from  thft  Aiitlior  of  thoso  hiws,  ami  attest  liis  iigency 
and  approbation?  "Why  sot  Ilia  moral  laws  are  violated  every 
instant  bv  rebel  man  :  why  not  Ida  physical  laws  by  rebel  aiij^'ls? 
Mnses  and  Paul,  and  that  divine  tuacliyr  to  wbum  Pascal,  Amauld, 
and  1m  Maitre  liowed  their  hearts,  and  desircnl  to  bow  their  utider- 
stAndin<;!ii,  all  aHSiini  lis  tliat  thin  ia  no  iinpossibh*  piippoeition.  Or 
will  it  1«!  Hn«wf*rc.d  that  audi  reaaoaiiigs  i«i])ugn  t!ie  iniraiiles  of 
Christ  lumaclf?  If  so,  we  abandon  them  us  laUacious;  for,  aooner 
should  our  ri^ht  hand  furj^t  its  tuuninj^,  than  Ix-  omploywl  to  write 
one  word  having  that  t^ndi^nry.  lint  the  rosea  arc  iitl^rly  disaimilar. 
AHSume  the  reality  both  of  ihf'  wrie^  of  mir.it-les  rwonlixi  in  the 
(iospcls,  and  of  thn  flftrii's  of  niiriirles  re^ronled  in  the  Koniiin  <  'atljo- 
lic  loj^onds,  and  without  any  i»eonsisl<'ncy  wo  may  regard  the  one 
u  stamped  with  the  seal  of  Inttli,  antl  the  otluT  as  ht-arinj;  the  iin- 
prww  vi  t*rr«ir.  Our  RMdcGiner's  nnracles  blcjid  in  |w>rfiict  Imniiony, 
thoufjh  not  in  absolute  unison,  with  thosp  laws,  physical  aud  moral, 
wlijch  he  n.'itabli.shed  in  the  creation,  and  fultilled  in  thn  rt'diMup- 
tioD,  of  the  world.  Li  tlioir  occasion  —  in  tht-ir  object — in  their 
fulfilment  of  pniphecy  —  in  their  attendant  doctrine  —  and  in  their 
exco])tional  character,  they  aru  essentially  distinguished  Irum  the 
perennial  miracles  of  Rome.  Tliese  an  at  absolute  diecord  with 
the  laws  which  the  miracles  of  Christ  ftilfd.  If  c«mpell»xl  to  be- 
lieve tht*m  true,  we  should  not  he  compelled  to  refer  them  to  a 
divine  originaL  But  that  the  truth  of  Hueh  stories  as  that  of  tho 
Holy  Thorn  should  ever  have  commanded  the  assent  of  such 
men  as  PabcaI,  AmauM,  atk)  Le  Maitm,  i^  after  nil,  a  standing 
wondiT,  and  can  bo  aiKounted  ibr  only  by  remembering  that  they 
ossunml  AS  inevitable,  and  hailed  as  invaluable,  an  inference  which, 
aa  it  seems  to  us,  is  nut  to  be  drawn  from  the  premiaua,  oven  if 
established. 

Judge  as  we  may  of  the  uuraculoua  attestation  to  the  innocence  of 
Pori-Rnyal,  which  thus  obtained  the  advocacy  of  Paftealf  sentence  ia 
irreveniibly  pass^^il  by  mankind  on  the  prodigies  wrouglit,  at  the  same 
time  and  in  the  same  canw),  by  the  pen  of  that  wonder-working  con- 
iroversalist.  In  the  whole  contpasa  of  literature,  ancient  and  modem, 
there  is  probably  nutliiug  in  the  same  style  which  could  bear  a  com- 
parison with  tlio  "Provincial  letters."  Their  peculiar  excellence 
can  bo  illustrated  only  by  the  foree  of  eontnutt ;  and,  tn  that  sense, 
the  "  Letters  of  Junius  "  may  atfonl  the  illuxtmtion. 

To  either  series  of  anonymous  satires  must  be  aiicribe<l  the  praise 
of  ej«:<puaite  u<hlmj«.  and  of  irresistible  vi{:our.  jilach  attained  an 
immciliiito  and  a  lasting  popularity ;  and  each  has  exercisbd  a  power- 
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ful  inflnanco  on  the  literature  of  succording  times.  But  here  all 
resemblanco  ends.  No  writer  ever  earni-J  so  much  Cimo  as  Juniua 
■with  83  littlo  claim  to  tho  rt!Sper;t  or  grutitudo  of  hia  rcadors.  Ha 
embraceil  no  laii^o  principles;  bo  awakcnc*!  no  generous  feelings; 
he  scarcely  aflvoratw.1  any  great  social  interast.  He  gives  (^|uaUy 
little  pniof  of  the  love  of  man,  and  of  the  love  of  books,  Hv  con- 
tributed nothing  to  tho  increase  of  knowlctlgc,  and  but  8c'ldoin 
ministvivd  to  blamcdess  delight.  His  topics  and  liis  thoughts  wore 
all  of  the  passing  ilay.  His  invectivti  is  merciless  and  extravagant ; 
and  the  vyil  of  puliliu  spirit  is  buroly  tlu-owa  over  his  persomd  anti- 
pathies and  inordinate  seK-esteem.  No  man  was  ever  aci  ^atly 
indebted  to  mere  style  ;  yet,  with  all  its  recoinmcndations,  his  is  a 
style  emineolly  vicious.  It  is  laboured,  pouj|}uua,  antithetical — 
never  self-forgetful,  never  flowing  freely,  never  in  repose.  Tlie 
admiration  lie  extorts  is  yielttcd  grudgingly  ;  nor  is  there  any  book 
8o  universally  read  which  might  Kv-ome  extinct  with  so  little  loss 
to  the  world  as  "Tho  fjctters  of . Junius." 

Ileverse  all  this,  and  you  have  the  rltamcterislics  of  tlio  **  Pro- 
vincial Letters."  Their  Ituigtmge  is  but  the  transparent,  elastic, 
unobtrusive  m'.;dium  of  thouglit.  It  moves  with  such  quiet  grace- 
falnftfis  as  entirely  to  escape  attention,  until  the  matchless  peispi- 
caeity  of  discussions,  so  incomprehensible  under  any  management 
but  hl^,  forces  on  the  mind  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  so  welcome 
a  phenomenon.  Pascal's  wit,  even  when  most  formidable,  ia  so 
lompered  by  kindness,  as  to  show  that  the  iniliution  of  pain,  however 
salutary,  was  a  reluctant  tribute  t«)  his  supreme  love  of  truth.  His 
playfulness  is  the  buoyancy  of  a  heart  which  has  no  burden  to 
throw  off,  and  is  gay  without  an  effort.  His  indignation  is  never 
morose,  vindictive,  or  supercilious:  it  is  but  philanthropy  kintUing 
into  righteous  anger  and  generous  resentment,  and  imparling  to 
them  a  tone  of  awful  majesty.  Tlie  unostentatious  master  of  all 
learning,  he  finds  recreation  in  toils  whir,h  wonld  paralyse  an 
onlinnry  nndorfttonding ;  yet  ao  subliuiatod  is  that  learning  with  tho 
spirit  of  philosophy,  as  to  make  hun  heedless  of  whatever  is  trivial, 
transient,  and  minute,  except  as  it  suggests  or  leads  to  what  is  com- 
prehensive and  eternal. 

But  Hie  canoii.4  of  mere  literary  critJeism  were  never  desi'gnwl  to 
measure  that  which  constitutes  the  peculiar  greatness  of  the  author 
of  the  *'  Pro^-ineial  Letters."  His  own  claim  was  to  be  tried  by  hw 
peers — by  those  who,  in  common  with  him,  iiossess  a  mental  vision 
puritied  by  contempLaling  that  light  in  which  is  no  darkness  at 
all.  and  affections  eulargwl  by  a  benevolence  which,  having  ita 
springs  in  heaven,  has  no  limits  to  its  difitisioa  on  eoith.     Among 
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liKctir:  brethren  in  the  vnlley  of  Port-Rnyal,  he  himself  Twog- 
liBMd  the  meut>  if  uot  the  iiupsiitijil,  judgi.-^  of  Ma  Ubours.  They 
liailed  with  tniusport  an  ally  who,  to  their  owq  sanctity  of  inannera 
ami  to  more  than  their  own  genius,  adilod  popular  art*  to  whitrU 
they  could  makt^  no  pretc-nsions.  We  infer  indeed,  though  doubt- 
fully, timt  thi'y  were  taught  by  thp  pxcplleni  M.  SingUn  to  rc^nl  and 
censure  such  exultation  as  mer»jly  human.  That  great  spiritual  ana- 
tomist  probably  rebuked  and  punished  the  glee  which  could  not  but 
agitata  the  innt^rmost  folds  of  Amauld's  hf^rt,  as  he  read  hia 
ai>oIopst'3  exquisite  analysis  of  the  Fouvoir  Prochain  and  of  the 
O'rttirji  Siijjxmnti'j  qui  nn  font  jxis  efficac&t.  For  history  records  tho 
misgivings  of  JSIademoi^^dLo  Pa^al  on  tho  question,  whether  M. 
Singlin  would  put  up  with  tlio  indomitable  gaiety  which  would  still 
chequer  with  some  gleams  of  mirth  her  brother's  cell  at  Lc8  Oranges, 
even  after  his  pretcmatuml  int^enuity  had  been  exhauMcd  in  render- 
injj  it  the  most  dc-solate  and  cheerless  of  human  abodes, 

Wliatcver  may  have  been  his  treatment  of  his  illustrious  peni- 
tents, tho  good  man  was  not  permitted  to  guide  them  through  their 
weary  piljjcrinwge.  Tlie  respite  obtaiLed  for  PortrKoyal  by  tlie  Holy 
Thom  and  the  "ProvimMal  Letters,"  expired  with  the  death  of 
Mazarin,  and  with  the  authority  of  the  Queen-mother.  Louis  began, 
as  he  believed,  to  act  for  himself — a  Tain  attempt  for  a  man  who 
could  never  think  for  himself.  The  genius,  such  as  it  was,  of  the 
dead  minister,  had  still  the  mastery  over  the  inferior  mind  of  tho 
auniving  monarch.  T^ouis  had  been  taught  by  the  Cardinal  to  fear 
and  to  Itate  X>o  Hctz,  Jansenism,  and  PortGoyaL  Poor  Singlin  was 
therrdorc  driven  away,  and  in  dno  time  consigned  to  the  i3astiUe. 
At  the  bidding  of  the  King,  a  synod  of  the  clergj*  of  France  drew 
Up  an  auti-JaD«enist  test,  to  be  t«ken  by  all  ecclesiastics,  and  by  all 
religious  communities,  male  and  femalo  j  furtificd,  of  course,  by 
effective  penalties.  They  were  all  required  to  subscribe  their  namea 
to  a  declaration  that  tho  "  five  propoeitions,"  in  their  heretical  sense, 
were  to  be  found  in  the  Awjimiintu;  nor  was  there  any  exce[itii>n  in 
(avour  of  those  who  had  never  seen  the  book,  or  of  those  who  could 
not  read  I^tin.  This  was  no  iuellectual  menace  Blow  aft<?r  blow 
fell  on  those  who  refused,  and  even  on  those  who  were  expected  to 
refuse,  thus  to  condemn  tho  Bishop  of  Ypros.  Port-Hoyol  waa 
foremost  among  such  obdurate  recusants.  Their  schools,  male  antl 
female,  were  dispereed.  Amauld  and  the  other  recluses  were 
banished  from  the  valley.  Tlio  admisaion  of  novicos  and  postnlaiil^is 
was  interdicted  to  the  abbess;  and  her  ancient  monastery  was 
threatened  with  suppression  as  contumacious  and  hereticab 

Angt'hquo  jlmaold  was  new  sinking  under  tho  predsuro  of  in- 
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firmity  and  of  old  t^ie.     Half  a  centurj'  had  elapsed  since  the  oanA- 
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lonne, 

had  been  folly  told ;  but,  ere  she  yielded  her  soul  to  liini  who  gnve 
it,  she  rose  from  her  dying-bod  to  make  one  more  ellbrt  for  the  pre- 
eervntion  of  the  house  bo  long  dcvot«d,  under  her  guidance,  to  wurka 
of  merey  und  to  exen-Jws  of  penitence  and  pniyer.  SiirrtfUiided  by 
&  throng  of  weeping  childn'n.  and  by  her  elder  a«Mx:iatea  niAinlain- 
ing  their  wonti:^!  composure,  she,  for  the  lasft  time,  qiiitti^l  I'ort- 
]<oyal  de3  Champs,  giving  and  receiving  brnediciioua,  and  went  to 
die  at  the  convent  of  Port^KtjyaJ  de  Paris^ 

She  found  the  gsite^  guai-dfKl,  and  the  court-yaids  filled  by  a 
troop  of  archers,  (he  exetuliontrs  of  the  royal  mandate  for  expel- 
ling the  (tetiolars,  noviecs,_  |K>ht«laiites,  and  other  unpr(tfo»«ed  in- 
mates of  the  house.  During  eight  successive  days  one  aft«r  another 
of  the«e  helpless  women  was  torn  from  the  place  aivund  whifh 
ilii'ir  atW'tions  had  twiiind  ;  and  from  the  anus  of  the  dying  mother, 
whom  they  loved  with  the  tenderness  of  ohlidren,  and  regarded 
with  more  than  filial  n.ven:;nce.  Seventy-fivo  persona  wei-e  thus 
succcMively  separated  from  her,  as  from  hour  to  hour  she  descended 
to  the  tomb,  under  bodily  and  mental  Guifcringa,  described  with 
fearful  minuleueas  in  tlie  obituaries  of  Porl-RoyaL  "At  length  our 
good  Lonl  has  seen  lit  to  deprive  ua  of  all.  Fathers,  siRlera,  di»- 
riplea,  children— oil  mv  gone.  Ble^^'d  be  the  name  of  the  Lord." 
8ueh  was  her  announcement  to  Matlame  de  Sevigne  of  the  emptpng 
of  this  first  vial  of  kingly  wrath.  To  tho  Queen-mother  aho  ad- 
dreesed  herself  in  a  loftier,  though  not  in  a  lees  gentle  tone.  At 
each  momentary  remission  of  her  agonies,  she  dictated  Ut  Anne  of 
Austiia  a  letter,  long  and  justly  celelirated  aa  a  model  of  epistolary 
eloqui-niM?.  It  hoa  no  tnicc  of  debility,  still  less  of  re.M;ntmeDU 
Uer  defence  is  jis  clear  and  as  collected  as  though,  in  the  fulness  of 
heultlif  tshe  had  been  conducting  the  cause  of  another.  ^Vith^^t  a 
repmsch  or  a  munuur,  slie  expows  the  wxonga  of  her  sisterhood,  and 
the  error  of  her  penccutors.  For  herself  slie  rhVh  no  sj-mjwthy  ; 
but,  from  the  verge  of  the  world  Rhe  had  so  long  renounoeil,  aod 
was  now  almut  to  (piit  for  ever,  she  invokeit  from  the  deiwjsilariea  of 
worldly  jwwer  tlio  justice  tliey  owud  to  man,  and  tho  submissioi] 
due  to  the  ordiminces  of  Heaven.  "  Kow,  my  earthly  business  ia 
done  !"  was  her  gratefnl  exclamation  as  this  letter  waa  clnsod  ;  and 
then  commenced  a  mental  and  bodily  strife,  recorded,  pertiAjis.  bnt 
too  faithfully  by  her  biographera.  lliese  pogea,  at  leairt.,  are  no  fit 
place  for  the  delineation  of  a  scene  over  which  Uio  st«moet  spectator 
muxt  have  wept,  and  the  most  harth-nul  must  have  prayed  fer^'ently 
fox  the  sufl'erei  and  fur  himself.     From  the  dark  close  of  a  liCa  ao 
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lioly  and  so  bldmelej^,  and  from  the  hope,  and  peAce.  and  jny.Ttrliich 
at  length  cast  over  her  departing  spirit  mme  radiance  from  that 
lirttiT  Btitc  nn  tliB  confines  of  winch  she  nUmil,  Irssnns  may  he 
dmwn  which  wo  have  no  coniniission  to  toach,  and  which  are  per- 
haps best  K'amf  d  without  the  intervention  of  any  human  teacher. 
Yet,  evfu  in  >*nrt,-linTal  itsfilf,  there  were  not  wanting  sume  to 
■whom  tliis  a^lmoiulion  of  the  vanity  of  human  things  was  addrutssed 
in  vain. 

JVmong  that  venerable  society,  the  Sceur  Flavie  Passart  was  un- 
rivalled in  the  severity  of  her  self -discipline,  and  the  splendour  of 
her  snjifrhunian  gifts.  As  ot't^n  a«  illnww  confined  lier  tu  her  bed, 
BO  often  did  a  miracle  restore  her.  The  dead  returned  to  her  with 
mewages  from  the  other  world.  No  saint  in  the  calendar  withheld 
Ilia  powerful  influence  in  the  court  of  heaven  when  slie  invoked  it. 
Like  many  wiser  folks,  Scour  >'lavio  discovered  at  last,  and  doubtr 
less  to  her  own  surprise,  tliat  she  had  become  (there  are  none  hut 
inaetHiJine  terms  to  express  il)  a  liar  and  a  knave.  The  same  dis- 
covery was  opjiyrtuiioly  made  by  her  associates,  ami  arrested  her 
jirogrciu*  to  the  elective  dignities  of  the  abbey.  A  penitent  confes- 
sion of  her  Janscnist  errorn,  a  denunciation  of  the  more  eminent 
ladies  of  Vort-Koyal  as  her  seducers,  and  a  retractation  of  her  ht^reti- 
cal  belief  in  the  iimocence  of  Juusenius,  might,  however,  still  pave 
her  way  to  the  abbaliul  throne.  So  judged  the  Sceur  Flavio,  and  so 
decidt^l  ^L  Periiixc,  the  then  Archbishop  of  Paris.  She  merely 
askeil  the  iiuprisotiment  of  twenty-six  of  her  rivals.  He  cheerfully 
accorded  so  i-ejiaonable  a  boon.  Repairing  in  pontifical  Ktate  to  the 
Pariainn  monastery,  be  again  tendered  the  anti-Jansenist  teat  An- 
gcliquo  was  gone ;  but  her  spirit  and  her  constancy  survived,  'ilio 
simple-hearted  nuns  thought  that  it  would  be  a  mere  ialsehood  to 
attest  the  existence  of  "  five  proiHiaitiuns  "  in  a  book  which  ibey  bad 
never  seen,  and  could  not  read  ;  and  truth,  they  knew,  was  the  com- 
mand of  (fod,  Ifit  Pope,  Carrlinal,  or  Archbishop  say  what  they 
would  to  the  cuntraiy.  Penfixe  interdicted  tb«ir  admission  to  the 
holy  sacmmiMit.  *'  Well,  my  lord,"  they  replied,  "  there  is  in  heaven 
a  Judge  who  reads  the  heart,  and  to  him  we  commend  our  CAUse." 
"  Ay,  ay."  rejoined  the  exemplary  prelate,  "  when  we  got  to  heaven 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  consider  that,  and  see  how  things  go 
there." 

Eight  days  elapsed ;  and  still  no  change  of  purpose,  no  subscrip- 
tion to  the  test.  Proceded  by  his  crosier,  tlic  mitre  on  his  hrowa, 
his  train  homo  by  occlesiaetiei!,  and  followed  by  a  long  line  of 
archers,  the  Archblfihop  reappeared.  Much  he  discoarsed  respect- 
ing his  owu  mildueas,  and  much  of  the  obduracy  of  the  uuna     In 
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proof  of  both,  twenty  three  of  their  number  were  conveyed  to 
separate  places  of  confinement.  But  the  iiuit*!  of  her  treachery  *-pra 
not  reapod  by  tho  Siriir  Flnvic,  By  tho  influence  of  the  Archbi- 
shop, the  Soeur  Dorothco  PenJrenu  -was  elpcted  abbcas.  Tliot  laily 
established  her  residence  at  Paris.  She  effected  a  final  separalion 
of  the  two  monastfiries ;  and  ga\'e  entLTtainrnfuts  at  the  rariaian 
fonvcnt  which  mi^ht  vie  M-ith  tlie  most  brilUtiiit  of  any  which 
foriiiod  t}ir:  iKKi.st  of  tho  nriyblxniring  hotels.  Fur  ti'u  mouths  her 
exiled  sisters  romaine^l  iw  prison,  Pei-ifixe  theji  onlprml  their  re- 
turn to  J'ort-Koyal  des  Champs,  there  to  be  excluded  from  tlie 
^ac^l^^enla  tif  tlio  Church,  and  to  die  without  her  heueJictions. 
The  rechises  of  tho  valltiy  were  to  be  seen  there  no  more.  Tlipy 
lived  in  hidiny-])laces,  or  pined  away  in  dungeons.  SingHn  died  of 
extremity  nf  Buffering  in  tlin  liafltille.  It  muitt  be  aditiilt^d,  there* 
fore,  that  if  the  existenee  of  the  "five  propositions"  in  the  Aiiffftjf- 
iinas  was  not  verified  by  tlie  attrstation  nf  a  rcotc  or  twn  of  old 
ladies,  Louia  and  his  clergy  have  not  to  bear  the  responaibilit/  of  so 
great  a  mislbrtiine  to  the  Church. 

Twelve  years  Ijofore,  the  niinicle  nf  tho  Holy  Thorn  and  tlie  genius 
of  Pascal  had  rescued  Port-Koyal  from  impending  deslrJictinn.  A 
perwju  scarcely  lews  uuliko  tlio  i-ommcin  hcnl  of  mortals  than  the 
author  of  tho  "  Provincial  Letters,"  and  whose  elevation  had  l*een 
owing  to  events  which  Bome  may  think  more  miraculous  than  the 
cure  of  Puacal's  niece,  now  iuterijutted  in  their  behalf,  and  with  not 
inferior  euccess. 

Anne  Generi^ve  de  Bourbon  was  bom  in  the  year  IC19,  in  tho 
c;istle  of  Vincennea,  where  her  father,  Henry,  Prince  of  Orleans, 
waa  then  confined.  The  misfortunes  of  ter  family,  and  especially 
the  exe<;iition  of  the  Constable  Montmorency,  her  maternal  unol% 
hod  predispoae<l,  in  early  youth,  to  eerious  tlioughty  a  mind  dis- 
tinguished to  the  bst  by  an  insatiable  craving  for  strong  emotions. 
To  renounce  the  world,  aud  io  take  the  veil  among  the  ttisterhootl 
of  Carmelites  of  the  Faubourg  St  Jacques,  were  the  earliest  of  tho 
projects  she  had  formed  to  iKiflle  the  foul  fiend  ennui.  A  counter- 
project,  devieed  by  her  mother,  waa,  that  the  yoimg  princuss  should, 
present  heraelf  at  a  court  ball.  Matcimal  authority,  perhaps  inclin- 
ation, on  the  one  side,  and  ronscicntious  scmplea  on  the  other, 
b&lancotl  and  distressed  the  spirit  of  the  higli-hom  maiden.  She 
betook  herself  for  guidance  to  the  Faubtmrg  St  Jarquo&  A  council 
on  the  arduous  question  was  held  with  all  the  forms,  conventual 
and  theatrical,  which  the  statutes  of  tlie  Order  and  the  fancy  of  the 
nuns  required  or  suggeetod.  As  preaidonts,  sat  two  of  their  number, 
one  impersonating  the  grace  of  Penitence,  the  other  the  virtue  < 
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nsomtion.  From  the  judgmert-acat  bo  occHpitnl,  ■went  forth  the 
Btiitenco  thai  Aune  Geiieviuve  de  Bourbon  should  attend  the  ball, 
and  should  surreuder  herself  "de  bonae  foi"  tu  all  the  dress  and 
omanii^nt^  prepared  for  her  j  hnt  that  in  immediate  contact  with 
her  person  sho  should  be  armod  with  the  penitentiiU  roho  of  hair- 
cloth couiracinly  called  a  cilice.  Abovo  tho  talisman  wliich  thus 
encircled  that  young  and  lovtdy  form,  gloweil  the  bright  fmnoply  of 
the  marcltantfe  de  modfs.  Beneath  it  tlirobbed  a  heart  rtwponfliTe 
in  every  pulan  to  the  new  intoxication.  Penitence  and  Di«crotion 
took  their  flight,  no  more  to  return  till,  aft*r  the  lapse  of  many  a 
chequftred  year,  the  eiUcc  was  ajipiin  drawn  oyer  a  hi-art,  then,  alas  ! 
aching  with  romorae,  and  bowed  down  with  the  contrite  retrospect 
of  many  a  crime  and  many  a  folly. 

At  the  H<>t«l  de  JKambouillet,  she  was  initiated,  willi  her  brother, 

orwards  "  the  ^^Teat  Conde,"  into  the  Parisian  myatery  of  throw. 
Dg  OTcr  the  cold  hard  lineament*)  of  dowimjjht  Rcllishnesa  the  hno 
roven  draperies  of  polite  litorature,  of  sentimentality,  and  of  tnst^?. 
She  had  s^rcciy  read  any  books  ;  but  she  could  discourse  ulut[uenUy 
on  all.  Mistrei^s  of  the  histrionic  art,  all  words  fell  liewiti-hingly 
from  a  voice  with  which  eveiy  lofik,  and  gesture,  and  attitude  com- 
bined in  Rraceful  harmony.  Do  Retz  notices  the  exquisite  effect  of 
tho  sudden  bursts  of  gaiety  which  would  at  times  dispel  her 
habitual,  but  not  inexpressive,  languor.  Sarazin  and  Voiture  were 
proud  to  receive  their  laurels  from  her  hand,  or  to  beg  them  at  her 
feotk  Statesmen  and  generals  sought,  or  seemed  to  seek,  her  coun* 
sola.  Even  her  mitred  correspondents  infused  into  their  piistnral 
admonitions  ii  delicacy  and  a  glow  of  language,  which  reveal  alike 
hor  skill  to  fascinate,  and  their  desire  to  please.  Vows  of  celibacy 
no  lonjjer  pixjmisetl  an  eecape  from  lassitude.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  she  gave  lu;r  hand  to  Henri  d'Orli^aus.  Due  de  IjongueviUe, 
ffho  had  aJready  numbered  forty-seven  years.     Tlie  Duke  repaired 

plenipotentiary  to  the  conferences  at  Munster.  The  Duchess 
mmainefl  at  Pans,  the  idol  of  the  court.  Uneiplorpd,  at  ]p.nst  by 
ua,  bo  the  scandalous  chronicle  of  a  scandalous  age.  Sho  rejoined 
hira  in  time  to  shelter,  if  not  entirely  to  save,  her  reputation. 

As  she  llaateil  duwn  t)ie  Aleuse  in  a  royal  progress  (for  it  was 
nothing  less),  the  sister  of  Cond^  was  received  with  more  than  royal 
|ilonours.  Troojts  lined  the  banks ;  fortresses  poured  forth  their 
Borrisons  to  welcome  her  approach  ;  the  keys  of  Namur,  then  hehl 
py  Spain,  were  laid  at  her  feet ;  complimentary  harangues  hailed  her 
krrival  at  Ijcge,  Maeatricht,  and  nuremnndn ;  and  amidst  tho  ronr 
'  of  cannon,  and  the  acclamations  of  ten  thousjind  voices,  the  triumpli- 
aut  bt:auty  was  restored  to  tbs  arms  of  her  liusbuud.     At  MunsUir 
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she  exhibited  the  state  and  splendnuT  of  a  croTs-ned  head.  But 
lieart  was  d«>pin.*u«Hl  by  ennui,  if  nut  agitated  by  mure  Kuilly  emo- 
tions. Tours  vera  undertaken,  palaces  buUt,  wars  of  etiquell« 
8UCCC8«fnlly  waged  with  rival  princcs«n8,  diplouiatic  iutrigura  twisted 
and  untwisted  :  but  gloom  still  settled  on  the  spirit  of  her  to  whoM 
diversion  all  other  minils  were  ministering. 

Slie  returned  to  Paris.  Cunde  liad  exalted  the  glories  of  her 
bou«e.  Maxarin  got  up  an  Italian  o|>cra  for  her  amu^meuL  Ben- 
fterode  and  Voitiire  referred  to  hor  awiml  the  rjnestion,  then  agitating 
the  whole  Parisiiui  world,  of  the  comparative  excellence  of  their 
rind  sonnets.  Slie  became  a  mother.  On  every  side  the  todium  of 
existence  was  atwailed  by  new  excitements ;  but  melancholy  still 
brooded  over  her.  Relief  was  however  at  hand.  The  dissensions, 
the  wars,  the  intrigues  of  the  FromU^  tilled  tbn  void  which  nothing 
else  could  KIL  Hex  share  in  tliat  mad  revel  is  known  to  alt  the 
readers  of  L>e  lietz,  Lu  Itoehcfoucault,  Do  Montpensicr,  and  Xf^^^f 
J^fotttivtlle.  Uer  younger  brother,  the  IVince  de  Conti,  was  but  li^^| 
pujipet  in  her  hands.  With  Conde  she  qimrrelled  one  day,  and 
nuide  it  up  the  next.  J)e  KvAj.  waa  alttirnataly  her  rtUer  and  lier 
dupe.  Marsailloo  alone  acquired  a  lasting  influence  over  her  mintl. 
He  Hatterod,  amused,  animate^!,  and  guvemcil  her,  to  whose  govern- 
ment alone  the  furtions  and  tbo  frivolous  were  alike  trilling  to  bow. 
With  her  infant  in  her  arms,  she  appeared  on  tlte  biUcouy,  at  tlie 
Hntel  de  Ville,  "beautiful,'*  naya'Ue  Hot*,  "with  her  dre»i  ap- 
parently, hut  not  redly,  neglected  ;  while  at  the  Gr6ve,  from  th« 
pavement  to  the  tiloo,  waa  a  oountlras  multitude  of  men  aliouting 
with  tmnsport,  and  women  shed<ling  tears  of  teudernesi!."  Never 
did  mob-idolatry  assume  a  more  bewitching  aspect  Hushed  into 
aflectinnal4)  tnleuce  wi^re  the  han^h  voices  of  the  many-hejult^d 
monster,  as  the  peerless  ilame  gave  bir*h  to  "  Cltarles  Paris,"  her 
eecond  wm.  Crowded  even  was  that  sick-rhamber  with  blai-k-rolRni 
councillors,  and  plumed  oCRoers,  solieiting  her  commands  for  tho 
defence  of  the  blockaded  capita. 

Pmco  came,  and  she  met  almntit  on  equal  terms  the  haughty 
widow  and  mother  of  the  kings  of  France.  For  her  brotlier  and 
lier  husband,  she  demanded  and  obtHiued  the  government  of  pro- 
vinces;  for  herself,  a  state  l«dl  at  the  Uolot  de  Ville,  with  the 
presence  of  llie  queen-motlier  to  graoo  her  triiunph  ;  for  ilarsailloc, 
the  entree  at  tho  louvre  in  his  carriage ;  for  his  wife,  a  tabouret 

There  are  limits  to  liuman  enduranee.  Against  the  entr^  and 
the  tabouret  the  whole  nobility  of  Fmnce  awoke  in  genuroue 
resentment.  Astrtpa  once  more  took  her  Biglit  Conde,  Conti,  and 
poor  De  Longueville  himself  were  conducted  to  Viuceuue& ;  oui 
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heroine  flert  to  Nonnamly.  Besicgei.1  in  llie  Castle  of  Pieppo,  elio 
eacapwl  on  foot,  and,  aftyr  a  marth  of  some  \eagnm  along  tlie  coitst, 
■Tftachcd  a  fishing-boat,  which  lay  at  anchor  thern  awaiting  her 
'arrival.  A  atorm  woa  raging  ;  but,  in  defiancti  of  ail  remonstrances, 
sho  resolved  to  embark.  la  an  instant  she  was  struggling  for  life 
_in  tliii  wat«r.  Koacued  with  difficulty,  but  nothing  duunted,  sho 
mouutexi  behind  a  horseman,  and  foriifleen  days  evaded  the  pursuit 
of  herenemttw,  in  mean  and  de-solato  hiding-places.  At  length,  reach- 
ing Ha^Te,  an  Engliah  ves«>l  conveyed  her  to  Rotterdam.  Kmm  that 
di-tastmua  eclipse  she  emerged  with  tmdirainiahcd  splendour.  From 
IStenav,  Tureune  advarscwi  to  meet  lior  at  the  head  of  all  his  forces. 
Sho  bwame  a  party  witli  him  to  the  convention  by  wliich  the  King 
of  Spain  l>ound  him^>]f  to  nmintttin  the  war  wII)l  France  till  the 
liberation  of  the  three  captive  prino'S  ;  and  aixty  thousaml  crowns 
were  promised  for  the  support  of  (he  table  and  equipages  of 
Turennc  and  the  Princeaao  do  Lnngueville.  That  more  tender 
bonds  than  tIio«e  of  war  and  trea-son  did  not  unite  them,  is  ascribed 
by  ber  biographers  to  her  preference  for  one  L»  AfouASiiye,  the  com- 
nmndftiit  of  8tciiay,  There  sho  bmvwl  the  deiuinciation.t  of  her 
sovereign,  opposing  one  manifesto  to  another,  and  adding  to  her 
Other  gloriea  the  praise  nf  diplomatic  elotjnenco. 

Again  the  centre  of  all  intrigue,  the  delirium,  whether  ambitious 

or  voluptnous,  of  her  heart,  yielded  for  a  wliile  (and  where  beats 

the  heart  which   is  not  ouigiuatiwill)    to  remembrancea,  at  once 

bitter  and  soothing,  of  the  Carmelites  of  St  Jacques,  with  whom  in 

days  of  youth  and  innocency  she  hiui  joine<l  in  far  different  (uipira- 

tinns.     But  in  the  jt/utntiumuii/onii  at  Paris  tlic  scenes  are  again 

sbifterL     The  parliiimoiits  remonstrate,  the  Priucos  are  enlarged,  the 

Cardinal  exilw.1,  and  a  royal  declaration  attests  the  innocence  of 

Moflame  de  I^nguevillc.     "  Vous  n'Stes  plus  criminplle,  r  ca  n'eat 

Lde  Itoe-amours,"  was  the  greeting  on  this  occasion  of  her  favourite 

'Banuin.     She  rewarded  the  poet  with  an  embassy  to  the  Sponiali 

govenuoent ;  for  the  Diichesse  had  now  undertaken  a  negotiation 

for  peace  between  the  two  crowns.     Her  second  triumpli,  however, 

was  still  incomplete.     Hhe  retorned  in  all  the  pomp  of  a  conqueror 

tu  Paris,  and  once  more  met  on  equal  terms  the  mi\ief^y  of  France. 

It  may  raiuunably  be  douhtal  whether  there  exists  at  this  day 

one  human  l>eing  who  hoa  foimd  leisure  and  inclinatioin  to  study 

with  exact  attention,  in  all  its  tedious  detuils,  the  history  of  the  wars 

of  the  "  Frundft."    But  that  they  disturbed  the  peuc«  and  postponed 

the  rising  greatness  of  a  mighty  nation,  they  woxild  have  as  little  to 

.  commend  Ihcra  to  eerioua  regar*!  as  the  cabals  one  may  niippone  to 

[jdistract  the  fair  council  pi-e^iding  over  the  internal  economy  of 
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Almack's.  To  afisert,  Jnring  the  weakness  of  a  long  minority,  sotnti 
popular  rights  not  otheraise  to  be  maintaineil,  and  to  nujtore  the 
grwiter  nobility  to  the  powers  of  which  Kichelien  had  diflpoRsosiwd 
them,  were  indeed  motives  which  gave  aome  show  of  dignity  to  the 
first  iDOvemont  of  the  Frondours ;  but  meaner  passions,  more 
frivolous  questions,  interusts  more  nakedly  seltish,  or  in  thumselvoB 
more  contemptible,  never  before  or  einco  roused  a  people  to  war,  or 
formed  a  pretext  for  rebellion.  Cardiuals,  Jud^eis,  Monarchs, 
Princesses,  Courtiers,  and  Generals  whirl  before  the  eye  in  that 
giddy  ma2fi — ^iutri^iing,  lying,  jesting,  imprisoning,  and  killing,  as 
though  BiicoliiLs  Mourns,  and  Moloch  had  for  a  while  usurped  a 
joint  and  absolute  dominion  over  the  distracted  land. 

Among  the  itgiirantea  in  this  dance  of  death,  none  is  more  voa- 
spicuows  than  the  Duehe.8se  de  LongiieWlle.  In  tho  thinl  and  last 
of  those  preposterotia  wars,  the  royal  authority  triumphed,  and  her 
star  declined ;  but  it  now  set  to  rise  again  in  a  new  and  far  purer 
radiance.  Like  the  wisest  of  the  sons  of  men,  she  had  appliecl  her 
heart  to  see  il'  there  was  any  good  thing  under  the  aim  ;  and,  like 
)iiin»  slie  retiinietl  with  a  spirit  oppressed  by  the  liopeless  pursuit, 
and  proclaiming  that  all  is  vanity.  "I  have  no  wish  so  ardent" 
(such  is  her  confoi^sion  to  the  Prioress  of  the  Carmelites)  "  as  to  see 
this  war  at  an  end,  that,  for  the  Tt«t  of  my  days,  I  may  dwell  with, 
you,  and  apart  from  all  the  world  besides.  Till  peace  is  concluded, 
I  may  not  do  so.  My  life  seems  to  have  been  given  me  but  to 
prove  how  bitter  and  how  oppressive  are  the  sorrows  of  this  mortal 
eiistencp.  My  attacluncnbs  to  it  are  broken,  or  ratlier  crushed.  Write 
to  me  often,  and  confirm  the  loathing  I  feci  for  this  sublunary  stattik** 

It  was  a  weary  way  which  the  retimung  ]>enitent  bad  to  rotmco. 
Now  rising  towimls  the  heaven  to  which  she  aspired,  her  fainting 
spirit  would  again  sink  dnwn  to  the  earth  she  had  too  much  loved. 
Long  and  arduous  was  the  struggle  —  tardy,  and  to  the  last  pre- 
carions,  the  conquest.  But  tho  conquest  was  achieved.  Gamsay 
it  who  nilU  the  spirit  of  man  is  the  not  unfri'qucnt.,  though  the 
bidden,  scene  of  revolutions  as  real  as  that  which,  from  tho  seed 
coxrupting  in  the  soil  beneath  us,  draws  forth  the  petals,  diifusing 
on  every  side  their  fragrance,  and  reflecting  in  every  varied  hue  the 
light  of  heaven.  He  who,  with  disappointed  hopes,  and  the  satiety 
of  all  the  pleasures  which  earth  has  to  olTer,  Boeks  refuge  in  thai 
sanctuary  which  in  tho  heat  and  confidence  of  youth  he  had  do- 
spised,  may  well  expect  that  human  .judges  will  note  the  chi 
with  incredulity  or  derision :  nor,  perliaps,  has  he  much  right 
complain.  There  ever  must  bo  aome  gnmnd  for  others  to  doul 
whether  the  seeming  love  of  long-ncglectod  virtues  be  more  than 
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H  renl  distaste  for  long-practiaed  vicos.  That  the  rou^e  should 
[Aiss  into  tUn  eniiuijee,  and  the  enimifce  int)  the  demte,  luay  appear 
ad  natural  as  that  tho  wnrm  Bhould  he<:onie  a  chrysalis,  and  the 
chrysalis  a  butt^erfly.  To  tho  wits  l>o  their  jesbi,  aiui  to  t,he  mock«ra 
thoir  ffibtis.  To  those  who  can  feel  for  some  of  tha  Jcopest  agonies 
of  oar  common  natiirci,  snch  jests  will  bo  at  least  leas  welconto  than 
the  belief  that,  whuu  iunuceuce  id  gone,  all  is  not  lost ;  and  tliu 
conviction,  that  over  the  soul  blighted  and  depraved  by  criminal  in- 
dulgence, may  still  bo  effectuaUy  brooding  an  inlluenc*  more  gentle 
than  ft  mother's  lore,  and  mightier  than  all  tha  confederato  powers 
of  darkness  and  of  guilt 

Few  nradeiH  of  the  Liter  correspondence  of  tbe  Duchesse  de 
Longuenllo  will  doubt  that  the  change  in  her  character  was  the  re- 
sult of  such  a  TOOOvatiu!?  energy.  At  tho  apio  of  thirty-four  she  finally 
rfitired  from  the  calwik  in  which  she  had  borne  so  conspicuous  a  |iart. 
Conde  had  now  taken  up  arms  against  her  native  country,  and  Tu- 
renne  commanded  her  armies.  The  l>uchetfao  mourned  alike  the  snc- 
ocss  and  the  reverses  of  her  brotlier.  De  Longiioville,  a  kiud-ho«rk'd 
man,  hailed  with  unalated  tendRmess  her  return  to  tlie  paths  of 
wiadom  and  peace,  tShe  watched  with  true  conjugal  care  over  Ma 
declining  years,  and  even  extended  her  kindncsa  to  one  of  his 
illegitimate  daiightera. 

Touched  by  her  altered  conduct,  the  King  and  the  Qneen-mother 
admitted  her  not  merely  to  their  favour,  hut  to  a  high  place  in  their 
reganl ;  nor  arc  there  many  incident!*  in  tlio  life  of  Lt>ai8  so  auiiable, 
as  the  affoctionato  gentleness  of  his  demeanour  to  this  once  danger* 
oua  but  now  self-humbled  enemy.  On  the  death  of  her  husband,  sho 
expended  immense  sums  in  the  attempt  to  repair,  in  some  degree, 
the  cnhunitiejj  which  the  war  of  the  Princes  bad  inflicted  on  tha 
peasantry.  In  a  single  year  she  n;3t<ire<l  to  freedom,  at  her  own 
expense,  oiuo  hundred  persons  impri8nni.H]  for  debt ;  aud  had  a  list 
of  no  leas  than  four  thousand  pensioners  subsisting  altogether  on 
licr  bounty.  Tito  austere  penances,  which,  at  least,  atteati^d  her 
sincerity,  were  combined,  on  all  becoming  occasions,  with  the 
princely  muguillcenco  duo  to  her  exalted  stutiou.  Her  oldest  son,  the 
Conite  Du  I>unoi«,  a  feeble-mindwl  youth,  turned  Jesuit,  took 
orders,  wcaped  to  Rome,  and  was  placed  under  purnuiuent  retttrattiU 
Tlie  Comte  St  Paul,  her  only  other  child,  was  a  wild  profligate.  He 
enjoyed  eoclosia'ttiral  benefices  of  the  annual  value  of  r)0,000  rrowuj^ 
which  she  compelled  bim  to  resign  unconditionally  to  tho  disposal 
of  the  King. 

Louis  reverevl  and  applauded  snch  unwonted  dtsinterestednei^ 
and  exertod  all  tho  magic  of  bis  flattery  to  win  her  back  again  to  the 
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vboeilke  fc«ad  lepwit,  if  M«  Mnwtf ;  and  Biofebai  witk 
hoM  •  •pint  too  detflj  teakat»  to  bo  vttited  Igr  aon  ' 
Mn«ib     B«r  <nm  Ibo^  ^  taced  tte  fairteif  of  ber 
TMni ;  nor  1hv«  the  aofi  pathetic  pmdcn  of  tktt  ige  of 
■loqonMO  begntlied  to  ■■  m  man  Mij/nmiui 
«mild  latta  wfaai  ue  Um  woo*  of  wrnwliffino  bjrncUesii 
«liljywin»^  to  the  raarlad  cimTiag*  <tf  the  beut  far  *-««-it^»^it ; 
how  trraltiDg  k  ifao  Ifttft  ratura  to  more  tmiqml  pimailB ;  or  T 
gloomy  H  the  ihedoir  vhich  oimiiul  |ieiniiiiiii,  cfrea  -vhoi  exo 
villyet  coA  orer  the  Boal  thej  bsre  long  poneaed ;  orhov,  i' 
that  (iikon,  a  It^t  pun  u  it*  dirine  on^ml.  asy  dna  orer  < 
benif^led  mind  with  still  expondii^  wamth  ud 
ahonM  Andy  the  Lettcas  and  Uie  ConfeanoDS  of  Aime  < 
I>aLh«aM  do  LoagiUTiUe. 

Kuch,  asd  to  GoaTenuit  -with  the  wajB  of  the  world,  tna 
diploiuatiiit  who  tt  length  appeored  for  the  reecue  of  the  ladies 
I'urt-KojiiL     Ho  le«B  skilful  hand  ooold  have  tmraTeiled  the  : 
in  whkh  the  Hubjt^t  had  be^i  wrapped  h;  intrigue  and  bigotrjr. 

To  oxplun  what  was  the  taak  she  undertool^  we  must  tetnza  i 
little  on  our  former  stops. 

The  original  anti-Janaenist  test  had  been  pxomulgated  hy  a  i 
of  the  clergy  of  France,  adopted  by  tbe  Sorbonne,  and  enforced 
Lottia.  To  the  remonBtxancea  of  the  nuns  against  being  required 
atteft  by  their  ngnatnrea  a  matter  of  &ct  of  which  they  had,  < 
oonld  have,  no  knowledge,  the  Ring  had  answered  only  by  reiterating^ 
the  demand  for  a  *'  pore  and  nmple  "  suhscripfcion.  "  His  Hi^esty." 
obaenred  the  Prtncease  do  Guim(>n6,  **i8  supreme,  lie  can  maka^ 
prinoea  of  the  blood,  hiahopa,  and  archbishops.  Why  not 
also ! "  It  was  a  branch  of  the  myal  prerogalire  which  be 
nothing  loth  to  exercitie.  De  Rotz  abdicated  the  see  of  Varm^  '"^i 
was  BoooMded  by  Da  Marco,  the  author  of  the  Formulary.  At 
ing  thamaolTes  of  so  happy  an  occasion,  the  Jesuits  at  Clenno 
drew  up  a  theaas,  in  which  was  propounded  for  the  acceptanc« 
ih«  failhAtl,  the  naked  dogma  of  Papal  infallibility,  not  only  on' 
points  of  doctrine,  but  aa  to  mcTe  muttt'iv  of  fact.  Amauld  and  his 
ftiendA  protested.  TliC'ir  proteet  was  refuted  by  the  band  and  the 
torch  of  one  of  the  great  prdemics  of  that  age — tbe  public  executioner. 
Uti  Marca  did  not  ]ive  lung ;  and  his  death  brought  with  it  a  trice 
in  litis  Ituly  war.  His  oacccssor  in  the  see  of  Paris,  M.  de  Peritixe, 
reaumisl  it,  but  with  grvnttT  subtlety.  He  taught  that  it  wu  enough 
if  a  uitttter  of  liict,  aasertod  by  the  Pope,  were  beli(n*ed  not  tCutte/oi 


divintt  but  cFune/oi  hmnaiiu,  WlietLer,  in  the  Vir^lian  olytdtun, 
the  recompense  swanled  to  ilie  inventors  of  ti&efuL  axis  awaiu  tho 
ttiiUiora  of  useiul  distinctions,  has  not  been  revcAlwi  Ut  ua  ;  but  if  hd, 
I>e  Porifixo  may  there  have  found  hia  recompense.  On  parth  it  ^vaa 
his  hard  fate  to  be  refuted  by  Nicole,  to  bo  lauj::hcd  at  by  tho  Parifi- 
iuua,  and  to  be  op^tosed  by  the  ladies  of  Port-Koyol.  Tli«y  hud  no 
Ciith,  divine  or  human,  and  they  would  profess  none,  a&  to  the  con- 
t«uUi  of  a  huige  folio  written  in  a  language  of  which  they  were  en- 
liwly  ignomnU  "  Pore  aa  angels,"  said  the  incenswl  Archbishop  ; 
"  they  arc  proud  as  devils!"  How  ho  punished  their  pride  has 
aln-ady  been  recorded. 

When  u  gruat  di^Tiitarj'  lias  lost  his  temper  there  is  nothing  which 

he  should  more  studiuusly  avoid  than  tlie  bein^  hooked  into  the  sort 

of  contomi>orary  record  which  the  French  cjill  a  proeis  rerbfd.     In 

the  niidflt  of  the  nuns  of  Port-Uoyal,  De  PerifixR  had  stormed  and 

ecoldvd  more  in  the  style  of  ap(tiMarde  tlian  of  an  Archbishop  of 

Paris ;  and  when  tho  chronicle  of  all  bis  sayings  and  doin^  on  the 

occasion  stole  into  li;;ht^  with  all  the  forma  of  notarial  certificates, 

he  found  himself,  to  his  unutterable  dismay,  tlie  hero  of  as  broad  a 

farce  as  had  ever  dplighted  that  laughter-loving  city.     It  was  the 

Bingle  joke  of  which  the  nuns  had  ever  been  either  the  willing;  or 

I  the  unintentional  authors  ;  and  they  soon  found  to  their  cost  that  it 

riras  no  hght  matter  to  have  direcU-d  tho  current  of  ridicule  against 

rwi  archiepiBcopal,  and,  through  him,  against  a  royal  censor. 

The  invincibie  opposition  of  the  Port^Boyalists  to  the  test,  bad 
awakened  a  more  extended  resistance.     Men  had  begim  to  deny  the 
right  of  assemblies  of  the  clergy,  or  of  the  King  himself,  to  impose 
Buch  subscriptiona.     To  retreat  was,  however,  no  longi-r  possiblo- 
I  Louis,  therelbre,  by  the  advice  of  tlie  J(;9uits,  desired  the  Poj>e  liim- 
raclf  hrut  to  draw  up  a  Formula,  which  should  declare  his  on*a 
^infallible  knowledge  of  matters  of  fact ;  and  then  to  require  the  uni- 
t  versal  acceptance  of  it,     Alexander  YIL  exultiugly  compUcd.     Sub- 
[  »criptinn  to  De  Marca's  test  wm  now  exact<Kl  by  papal  authcirity, 
with  tlie  addition  that  the  6ubscrit>er3  should  call  on  the  Deity  him- 
self  to  attest  their  sincerity.     To  this  demand  tho  great  Iwdy  of  the 
clergy  of  France  submitted  ;  but  still  the  resistance  of  the  nuns  of 
^i*ort-Royal  waa  unsubdued.     Four  years  of  persecution — of  mean, 
'  unmanly,  worrying  |>er»ecution — followed.     'Hie  history  uf  it  (ills 
many  volumes  of  the  Conventual  Annals,  exciting  in  the  mind  of 
hira  who  rr-Jids  them,  feelings  of  amazement  and  disgust,  of  respect 
aud  pity,  strong  enough  to  carry  him  through  what  it  must  be  con- 
ed is  but  a  wearisome  task.     FT»>m  the  [KXir  remnant  of  earthly 
loomfortfi  which  these  aged  women  hod  retained,  the  mean-spirited 
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king,  his  tigoUs*!  confessors,  antl  his  absurd  archbiahop,  daily  stolo 
w!wtov(jr  couM  be  so  pilfered.  From  their  means  of  prejtaring  ibr 
the  wurld  wliem  thr:  wickpd  cease  from  tronbling,  vvery  dniuction 
waa  made  which  sacerdotal  tyranny  could  onfurco.  But  no  tymnny 
L-ould  induce  them  to  coll  on  the  God  of  TrutJi  to  attest  a  Uo.  One 
ulVr  another  went  dov,-n,  with  no  pri*'stly  absolution,  to  graves  wliioh 
no  jtrieat  would  bli?ss  ;  strong  even  amidat  the  weakness  and  the 
mortal  a^onif'S  of  nature,  in  the  aasurance,  that  the  path  to  beavnu 
could  not  bo  found  in  disobedience  to  the  iimuutable  laws  width 
Heaven  itself  h«d  estabUshed. 

Aninng  the  bishoiw  of  France,  four  had  been  faithfal  enough 
to  insist  on  tJie  distinction  between  the  droit  and  the  fait.  In 
publishing  the  papal  biUl,  they  attached  to  it  an  express  ^tatomeut 
uf  their  dissent  fpjm  this  new  pretension  of  Rome.  Of  thi 
pTtdaliiR,  nn<!  was  a  brother  of  the  great  Amaulil,  and  1>0T<e  the  aama; 
name.  Alexander  VIL  ^us  now  on  his  death-bed  j  he  hud  even 
ceive^l  extreme  unction.  £ut  at  that  awful  hoar  he  retained  enough 
of  liunian  or  of  papal  feeling  to  launch  f^inst  the  four  pndatrts  a 
Imt'f  lull  of  menaoes,  which  it  devolTod  on  hia  succeseor,  Kotjpigliosi, 
to  exetnite. 

But  Cloraent  IX.  was  a  man  of  a  far  greater  and  more  Chrigtian 
spirit.  He  had  raoumed  over  the  distractions  of  the  Church,  and 
had  made  it  his  appropriate  glory  to  mediate  betwtum  the  contend- 
ing crowns  of  Spain  and  Vortugal.  'lo  him  the  J)tichei?8e  de 
Longiievilie  addressed  herself  on  behalf  of  Port-Koyal,  in  a  letter  of 
the  moat  insiniiating  and  impie.'wivo  eloquence.  His  nuncio  at  Paris 
was  made  to  feel  all  tlio  powers  of  tliat  fascinating  influoneo  which 
she  still  knew  bow  to  uiaidoy.  At  her  hoUil,  and  in  her  presence,  a 
sclo4:t  conunitl4>c  met  daily  for  the  management  of  this  afluir.  It  waa 
composed  of  three  bishops,  aidud  by  Amauld  and  Nicole.  Condc 
himself  was  induced  by  his  sister  to  lend  tlie  weight  of  his  authority 
to  her  projects.  Even  Le  Tellier  waa  citvumvented  by  the  toils 
spread  for  liini  by  this  groat  mistre.ss  of  intrigue.  For  nearly 
eighteen  months  she  laboured  to  overcome  the  oWtacles  which  th» 
pride  of  Itomc  and  of  Louis,  and  the  ill-will  nf  the  Father  Annai 
his  conft^ssor,  opposed  to  her.  All  diUiculties  at  length  yielded 
her  perseverance  and  her  diplomatic  skill  llio  four  bis[io]>8  wi 
content  to  denounce  the*' five  propositions'*  as  heretical,  and  to 
promise  '■  a  suhraiaaion  of  respect  and  discipline,"  aa  to  tho/rtrf,  de- 
claring that  "  they  would  not  contest  the  papal  decision,  but  would 
maintoin  an  abwlute  silence  on  the  subject."  One  of  tbom 
insit^ted  on  adding  an  express  statement  of  the  foUlbilit}'  of  the 
Church  todpocting  such  matters  of  fact  aa  the  contents  of  a  book. 
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Clomcnt  TX  woa,  however,  aatiafiod.  Peace  was  restored  to  the 
Gallican  Chua-li.  MeJaLs  were  struck,  speechos  made,  and  soleiun 
audiftncps  acconlwl  hy  Loiiiji  Ui  Ariinuld  and  liia  asi^ociatua.  Do 
Saci  and  his  fellow-prison  ere  were  get  at  liberty.  Tort-Koyal  waa 
once  more  poiinittod  to  recruit  htr  monastery,  tu  oix-u  Iht  gebooLs, 
and  to  give  shelter  to  her  dispersed  recluses.  Among  the  events 
which  signalized  the  pacification  of  Clement  IX.,  one  dcinanda 
esjjecial  uutice.  Malebranctie  had  signed  the  Fonuulary.  He  now 
fmnkly  avowed  that  ho  had  condemned  Jaiisenius  without  reading 
hi«  houk,  and  implored  the  iiardoii  of  God  and  of  man  for  his  {piilly 
compliaiK^e^ 

It  may  porhiipa  be  consolatory  to  some,  in  our  own  times,  to  he 
informed,  that  in  censuring  aa  heretical  the  book  of  a  profcfwor  of 
divinity,  of  which  they  knew  nothing  but  the  titie-pa;.;e,  they  might 
have  pleaded  the  example  of  so  preat  a  man  —  a  comfort,  however, 
to  whii'h  tliey  will  not  he  entitled,  unless  tbey  imitate  also  tlie  ex- 
ample of  his  repentance. 

Ten  years  elapsed  from  this  pncidenlion  boforo  the  cloee  of  the 
extraortUoary  career  of  the  Ducliesse  do  Longaeville ;  and  they  wore 
j-ears  distinj^iished  in  the  chroniclo  of  Port-Itoyal  by  little  elso 
than  the  peaL-efiil  Uvea  and  the  tranquil  deaths  of  uiauy  of  the 
inhabitanU  of  the  valley.  In  Iheir  annuls  are  to  be  found  more 
than  a  century  of  namcis,  to  whicli  tlieir  admitrra  have  promised 
not  only  an  eternal  reward,  but  such  immortality  as  the  world  has  lo 
bestow. 

Overburdened  as  we  are  by  the  ever-increasing  debt  of  admiration 
to  the  illustrious  dead,  these  promises  will  hardly  be  AilfUled,  at 
least  by  our  busy  age ;  nor  is  it  easy  even  for  one  who  has  carefully 
travelled  throujih  ihc  whole  of  these  bio;;rapbic-3,  to  select  from 
amonft  the  female  candidates  for  posthumous  renown,  those  to  whom 
such  homage  is  especially  due.  Their  portraiuires  have  a  strong  re- 
semblance  to  each  other.  To  each,  in  her  turn,  is  awarded  the  praise 
of  passive  virtue,  of  fervent  piety,  and  of  austerities  from  which 
nature  ahriaks.  If  a  sense  of  the  ludicrous  will  occasionally  provoke 
,  ft  passing  smile,  or  if  a  sigh  must  now  and  then  be  given  to  the 
melancholy  superstitions  of  which  they  were  the  blameless  victims, 
it  is  at  least  impossible  to  contemplate,  irreverently  or  unmoved,  the 
imago  of  puri^  and  peace,  of  mutual  kindness  and  cheerful  accjuios- 
ceuco  iu  the  Divine  will,  which  discloses  itaelf  at  each  succesnive 
aspect  of  that  holy  sisterhoocl. 

The  sterne8t  I^testAnt  cannot  rouse  himi^elf  at  once  from  the 
influence  of  this  wjnree  of  rrwlinjj ;  nor  resume,  without  an  effort, 
his  coavictiou,  that  it  is  ttmid^t  the  charities  (^  domestic  life  that 
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female  virtae  finds  the  liightst  exercise,  and  female  piety  the  most 
subHme  elevation.  He  knowa,  indeed,  that  exulwnmt  as  is  the 
charter  of  his  faith  iu  models  of  every  human  virtue,  and  in  pro- 
cepta  of  wisdom  under  every  varied  form,  it  contains  not  so  much 
as  a  single  example,  or  a  solitary  admonition,  from  which  the 
Confessors  of  Port-Koyal  could  have  shown  that  a  retreat  to  such 
cloiatera  was  iu  accordance  with  the  revealed  will  of  God.  He 
knows  also,  tliat  thus  to  counteract  the  et«mal  taws  of  nature  and 
the  manifest  designs  of  Providence,  must  be  folly,  however  specious 
the  pretext  or  aolemn  the  guise  which  such  folly  may  assume.  He 
ifl  assured  that  filial  aifection,  cheerfully,  temperately,  bountil^iUy, 
and  theinkfidly  uein';  the  gills  of  He-uven,  is  the  beet  tribute  which 
man  can  render  to  Him  who  claims  for  himself  the  name  and  the 
character  of  a  Father.  But  with  all  this  knowledge,  the  disciple 
of  Luther  or  of  Calvin  will  yet  close  the  vice  cdiJiaTiiea  and  the 
tiraroloffies  of  these  holy  women,  not  without  a  reluctance  to  doubt, 
and  a  wish  to  beUeve,  that  they  really  occupied  the  high  and  awful 
station  to  which  they  aspired  ;  and  stood  aj^art  from  the  world,  its 
pollutions,  and  its  cares,  to  olfer  with  purer  hearts  Uian  others,  and 
with  more  acceptable  intercessions,  the  sacrifice  of  an  uninterrupted 
worship,  replete  with  bleasmgs  to  themselves  and  to  mankind. 
Peace  then  to  their  errors,  and  unquoted  be  any  of  the  innumorablo 
extravagances  which  abound  in  the  records  of  their  lives.  To  the 
recluses  who  shared,  without  ever  breaking,  their  solitude,  we  rather 
turn  for  ilhi»tt  rat  ions  of  the  spirit  which  animated  and  characterided 
the  valley  of  Port-Royal, 

On  thn  porifiration  of  Clnment  TX.,  T/>uiB  SehaKtian  In  Nain  da 
TiUemont,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  schools  of  Kicole  and 
Lancelot,  returned  in  the  maturity  of  his  manhood  to  a  heimltage 
which  he  had  erected  near  the  court-yaftl  of  the  abbey.  Such  had 
been  his  attainments  as  a  boy,  that  the  jujpil  had  soon  exhausted 
the  resources  of  those  profound  teachers,  and  iu  his  twentieth  yi^ar 
had  commenced  those  works  on  ecclosiactical  history,  which  hava 
placed  him  in  the  very  foremost  rank,  if  not  at  the  head,  of  aU. 
who  have  labuureti  in  that  fertile  tliaugfa  rugged  field.  To  the 
culture  of  it  Ids  life  was  tinceneingly  devoted  lliough  under  the 
dixinstiou  of  De  Suci  he  had  obtained  admission  to  holy  orders,  he 
refused  all  the  rich  preferments  pressed  on  him  by  the  admirers  of 
his  genius.  Year  after  year  paaeed  over  him,  unmarkwl  by  any 
event  which  even  the  pen  nf  hi.s  affectionate  bingrnpher,  Fontaine, 
could  record.  "  He  Uved,"  savs  that  amiable  writer,  *'  alone,  and 
with  no  witness  but  God  liiuiself,  who  was  ever  present  with  him, 
and  who  waa  all  tn  all  to  him."     It  was  only  in  an  habitual  andj 


placid  commitnioii  with  that  one  associate,  that  he  souglit  relief 
fmm  his  gigantic  toils ;  and  with  a  Bpirit  recruited  by  that  com- 
muniun,  ho  returned  to  the  society  of  the  Emperors,  the  Fopoa,  the 
Fatliers,  and  the  Saints,  who  were  to  hira  as  companions  and  as 
frionds.  To  a  man  long  conversant  with  the  anxieties  of  a  secular 
calling,  the  soft  lights  and  the  harmonious  repose  of  such  a  picluie 
may  perhaps  exhibit  a  delusive  aspect ;  yet  it  can  hardly  he  a.  delu- 
sioa  to  believe,  that  for  sucb  collof|uy  with  tlio  minds  which  yet  live 
in  books,  and  with  thai  Mind  which  is  the  source  of  all  life,  would 
be  wisely  abandoned  whatever  ambition,  society,  fame,  or  fortune, 
have  to  confer  on  their  most  fa%-oiired  votaries. 

So  at  least  judged  one  whom  famo  and  ftirlune  woowl  with  their 
moat  alluring  smiles.  liacino  had  been  traine^I  at  Port-Koy&l,  in 
the  same  achools  and  by  the  tume  luasterti  as  Tillemout.  For  the 
great  dramatist,  no  sympathy  could  of  course  bo  expressed  by  thu 
austere  dwellers  in  the  desert ;  and  perhaps  the  friendship  of  Boiteati 
may  have  consoled  him  for  the  alienation  of  his  old  teacher  Nicole. 
But  when,  in  his  VieionnaireSt  that  devout  and  learned  man  de* 
nounced  the  writers  of  stage-playa  as  the  ICmpoisomieurg  publics  de« 
dni&i,  Kacine  kcnnly  felt  and  resented  tbe  reproach.  Like  most 
controveHialisIa,  he  lived  to  repent  the  iLspcrity  of  his  language : 
bnt  hi--;  rcpcntjLnco  yielded  fruits,  the  like  of  which  have  nireiy  been 
gathered  from  tlint  bitter  stem.  The  author  of  Andromaque  not 
only  sought  the  pardon  and  regained  the  fiiendship  of  Amauld  and 
Nicole,  but  actually  renounced  tbe  draiiui,  exhorted  bi«i  son  t«>  aban- 
don poetry,  became  tbe  advocate  and  ibe  historian  of  Port-Royal, 
and  secured  for  his  bones  a  resting-place  in  that  coiuM^cratcd  soii 

Happily  for  the  world,  a  method  was  afterwards  discovered  of 
reconciling  the  exercise  of  Itacino's  gcoius  with  tbo  severe  principles 
which  Nicole  had  instilled  into  him  when  a  boy,  and  had  revived 
■with  such  decisive  elfect  in  his  riper  days.  Eether  and  Ath/Uia 
■were  allowed,  even  at  Port-Royal,  to  be  works  rot  unseemly  for  a 
man  wlioae  single  talent  was  that  of  writing  voraea,  and  who,  if  ha 
could  do  nothing  better,  was  at  least  acknowledged  to  do  that  well. 
But  alas  for  human  consistency  !  He  who  traced  those  m^'estic 
scenes  whoro  reliance  on  tbe  Divine  arm  triumpbs  over  all  human 
regards  and  torrora,  was  doomed  himself  to  pine  away  and  even  to 
die  of  a  hard  saying  of  the  hard  ni.iatcr  it  was  his  ill  fate  to  serve. 
His  guilt  was  to  have  drawn  up  a  l^femoir  on  the  means  of  reliering 
the  starving  poor  at  Pari&  Ilia  punishment,  the  indignant  exclam- 
ation of  the  great  Ldoia,  **  Because  he  is  an  all-aocomplished 
vefiiiiticr,  doos  ho  jtresume  that  he  knows  ovcrjibingl  Because  he 
is  a  givot  poet,  dues  he  mean  to  become  a  minister  1"    Well  might 
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tlio  WTisitivc  spirit  ■wliicli  such  a  fenthor  ronlJ  rnisli,  ■wish  ve\(h 
"Wolspy  that  ho  had  S'-xved  his  God  as  faitlifuUy  as  his  King,  and 
rc^pinc  amidst  the  pageantries  of  Versailles  for  the  devout  coruposiu 
of  Port-fioyid. 

And  many  were  the  eminent  men  who  songlit  and  enjoi'&d  that 
reposa  There  dwelt  the  Princo  do  Coiiti,  one  of  the  hnrocs  of  th^ 
Fronde,  and  still  more  memorable  for  his  penitenco  and  rcstit 
tions ;  of  whom  it  is  recorded,  that  his  young  chUdron  were 
impressed  by  lua  atiaolute  devotediiesa  to  tlie  Divine  will,  as 
eoncejil  from  him  the  iitory  of  AbraJium,  h^i  tlie  example  of  tlic" 
sacrilici.'  rif  Isaac  shftidd  he  imitated  at  their  ovn  ex]n'nsc  Tlii-rc, 
too,  resided  the  Due  de  Laincoiirt,  on  whom  fortune  had  cilmtistui 
all  hor  bounties,  and  who,  imdcr  the  loss  nf  them  all,  rose  to  tho 
utmost  ht'roism  of  a  meek,  tmrepining,  and  cheerfid  resignation, 
rontchatenu,  a  noble,  a  courtier,  an  ambassador,  and  at  len^'lh  tho 
apostolical  prothonotar)*  at  Rome,  brought  all  tho  strange  vicissi- 
tudes of  hia  life  to  an  cud,  by  becoming,  under  the  name  of  I,e 
Mereior,  a  common  labourer  iji  tho  gardens,  and  a  devout  worshipper 
in  the  Church  of  Port-Itoy.il.  But'this  chronicle  of  worthies,  spread 
ing  out  iuto  interminable  length,  must  give  place  to  a  vpr\'  brief 
foimt  of  the  events  whii-.h  reduced  to  u  desert  the  solitudes  whio 
they  had  cultivated  and  adorueiL 

Amidst  the  contentions  of  tho  Gallican  Church,  full  proof  ha 
'"been  gi\*en  of  the  keen  edge  of  those  weapons  which  might 
boiTowed  from  the  papal  arBennla.  It  readily  occurred  to  the  su 
fen-rs,  that  the  resourres  which  the  Jesuits  had  so  successfully  em' 
]do}'od,  mii^ht  be  turned  against  themselves.  Pascal  had  «tartled 
the  civilised  world  with  the  exposure  of  Molinist  errors,  hostile  not 
merely  to  the  Catholic  creed,  but  to  those  principles  of  virtue  which 
are  the  verj*  cement  of  human  societj*.  'l"hey  had  imputed  to  Jan- 
Benius  live  heresies  on  the  obscure  subjectij  of  Divine  grace  and 
human  fre«kim  ;  but  who  could  numlwr  tho  propositions  in  whicb 
Escobar  aud  his  associate's  had  s]mrwed  the  authority  of  the  »lecalugue 
it«clf  1  The  assiduity  of  tho  bishops  of  Arras  and  St  Pons  colh-cted 
sixty-five  of  those  scandalous  dogmas,  and  these  they  transmitt^^d  to 
Some  ill  a  memorial  of  which  Kiaile  was  believtsd  to  be  the  writer, 
and  known  to  be  the  tmnslator.  Kight«ous,  unqualified,  and  do- 
ciaive  was  the  papal  condemnation  of  the  mondity  of  the  Jesuits ; 
but  fatal  to  the  repose  of  Port-Knyal  was  this  triumph  of  one  of  her 
brightest  ornament*'.  The  I)ueho5,v>do  Longueville  had  lately  died, 
and  with  her  had  disappeared  the  motive  which  hjui  induced  Louis 
to  show  wime  forbearance  to  the  objects  of  her  affectionate  solici- 
tude.    Harlay  now  govetned  the  see  of  Paris.    He  was  a  man  of 
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disivpntablo  character,  taaiX  llie  mere  instnimfint  of  the  Kuig. 
Ixittis  waa  in  bomLige  lo  Madame  tie  Maint^non,  and  she  to  the 
Jesuits.  TlieiT  vengeanco  Bcarroly  fwiught  u  pnstt'xt,  and.  soon  fonnd 
its  gratificfition. 

In  the  t^xerciso  of  his  arcluepiscopal  authoritj-,  Harlay  banished 
Pe  Saci,  Tillemuiit.  and  Pontchatcau,  from  the  vnlJny  of  Port-Royal. 
Nicole  and  Arnaiild  sought  shelter  in  the  Netherlands  from  his 

I  menaces.     The  poetnlantt*  and  Hchnlars  wcro  once  more  expelled,  oihI 

f  the  admission  of  novices  was  again  forbidden. 

At  this  epoch,  another  lady  of  the  house  of  Amauld — a  consin  and 
namesake  of  the  M&re  Angelji[ue — was  invested  with  the  digivity  of 
abbessL  Her  gonius,  her  virtm-,  and  her  learnin";.  are  the  sulyectof 
eulogies  too  indiatinct  to  be  iiiipreasive,  and  too  hypcrlwlical  lo  win 
impUcit  nredenco.  Yet^  if  she  was  the  writer  of  the  memoir  in  do- 
fenco  of  licr  monastery  which  beore  her  name,  there  was  no  apparent 
obstacle,  but  her  sex  and  her  profession,  to  her  succesaful  rivalry  of 
the  greatest  masters  of  juridicial  elo<nience  in  France.  Inefloetnal, 
howerver,  would  have  been  all  the  rhetoric  which  over  adorned  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  to  avert  the  tlireatenod  doom  of  the  stronghold 
of  Jansenism.     As  he  approached  the  tomb,  Harlays  resentment  he- 

.came  more  deep  and  settled.     He  left  it  a  fatal  inheritance  to  his 

'  Buccessor,  the  Cardinal  l>e  Xoailles.  A  weak  and  obstinate,  but  not 
on  unfeeling  roan,  De  Xoailles  uwed  his  promotion  to  the  eoe  of  Paris 
to  hid  lixQiJ  hostility  to  Port-Itoyul,  and  his  known  williugness  to 

i  hazard  the  odium  of  subverting  that  ancient  seat  of  piety  and  lettrniog. 
The  ajiology  soon  prcaented  itaolf. 

Sevenil  years  had  elapsed  since  the  dispute  abont  '*  Le  Droit  et  le 
Fait  do  Jausenins  "  hail  apparently  reached  ita  closo.  Kevolving  this 
passage .  of  bygone  history,  a  priest  had  improved  or  amnsed  his 
leisure,  by  drawing  up,  for  tlie  decision  of  the  Sorbonne,  "a  case  of 
oonscience,"  which,  it  must  bo  owned,  was  a  hard  problem  for  the 
most  expert  casuist.  Of  two  infallible  Popes,  one  hail  with  his 
dying  breath  atBrmed  as  a  momentous  truth,  a  proposition  which  th** 
other  ha<I  abandoned,  if  not  refracted.  What  was  it  the  duty  of  the 
faithful  to  believe  on  the  subject?     Forty  doctors  answered,  that  it 

L  vas  enough  to  maintain  a  reapectliil  silence  as  to  the  ''fiiit  de  Jan- 

■eeiiiue."  Archiepiacopal  mant.lamenl*i,  treatises  of  llie  learnwl,  roynl 
orders  in  council,  and  parliamentary  anvts,  Hew  thick  and  fast 
through  the  troubled  air,  and  obscured  the  daylight  of  common  sense. 
Again  the  eUiest  son  of  the  Clnirch  invoked  the  authority  of  her 
spiritual  father.  In  oracular  darkness  went  forth  from  the  Vatican, 
the  sentence,  that  "  respectful  silence  is  not  a  suffii;ient  defon^nco  for 
ftpostotical  constitntions."    This  is  what  is  called  in  ecclesiastical 
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story,  the  Tjull  "Vinyam  Domini  Saltaoili."     TTnder  shelter  of  an 
abstract  theorem  which  no  Catholic  cnuld  deny,  it  ingeniouply  cou- 
ct'alcd  the  conflict  of  opiuion,  of  two  infallihle  PontiiTs.     Suhecription 
of  their  unqualified  assent  to  the  buU  "  Vineam  "  was  demanded  from 
the  nuns  of  Port-Eoyal,  and  from  them  alone.     They  cheerfully  sub- 1 
sciibod  ;  but  with  the  addition,  that  their  signature'  was  nut  to  bai 
understood  aa  derogating  from  what  had  heen  detpmiined  on  tliM 
pacification  of  Clement  IX.     Thia  was  tlicir  liiial  and  their  fatAl  act 
of  contumacy.     Decree  afttT  dprroo  was  fulminated  by  Dc  NoaillM. 
He  forbade  the  admiBsion  of  any  new  members  of  their  house.     Ha 
prohibited  tlie  election  of  an  abbess,     lie  dt-spoiled  them  of  a  lacge 
part  of  tlieir  e.st^tes.     He  intenlicted  to  them  all  t}in  sacraments  of 
tho  Church.     Ho  obtained  a  imfial  bull  for  the  suppression  of  their 
mouHslcry ;  niid  in  Oolober,  17Cl9,  Im  ciinied  it  into  effect  by  an 
armed  force,  under  tlie  Marquis  D'Arponson. 

There  is  in  WcstmiuBter  Utdl  a  tradition  thnt  an  eminent  adrocatal 
of  our  own  times  addresaed  to  the  House  of  Pe«ra,  during  sixloen^ 
Buccossive  days,  a  speech,  in  tbo  courso  of  which  (such  is  the  calculor 
lion)  he  employed  aU  the  wonhi  in  Johnson's  Dictionary,  one  with. 
another,  juat  thirty-five  tames  over.  Keilher  boasting  the  eopioua- 
ness  nor  presuming  on  the  patience  wliioh  were  at  the  command 
that  groat  lawyer,  we  have  romjjnissed  into  a  few  sentences  the  liistor 
of  a  contest,  which,  if  nut  so  abridged,  would  liave  swoUeii  to  tho 
utmost  limits  of  that  unparalleled  omtion.  But  to  those  who  have 
leifiure  for  snvh  studies,  and  wlio  deliglit  in  a  wBll-foi:ght  forvnsio 
field,  we  can  promise  that  plfciaure  ia  the  highest  degree  from  t,^ 
perusal  of  tlic  contest  between  the  aged  ladies  of  Port-Royal, 
their  royal,  mitred,  and  ermined  antagonists.  Iu'evcr  was  o  mor 
gnllimt  struggle  against  injustice.  After  exhausting  ail  the  rceoiu 
of  legal  defence,  those  holpleas  and  apparently  feeble  women  dispu 
eveiy  inch  of  ground  by  protest^  remonstTancea,  and  ]>etitiona, 
which,  for  the  moment  at  least,  held  their  assailanta  in  check,  and 
wliich  yet  remain  a  wondrous  monument  of  their  perseverance  and 
capacity,  and  of  the  absolute  self-control  which,  amidst  tho  out- 
pourings of  their  griefs,  and  the  exposure  of  their  wrongs,  restrained 
every  expression  of  asf>erity  or  resontroent  Never  was  the  genius 
of  the  family  of  jVmauld  exhibited  with  greater  lustre,  and  oevot 
witli  less  effevt. 

In  a  grey  autumnal  morning,  a  long  file  of  armed  honemen,  under 
tho  command  of  D'Argenson,  was  seen  to  issue  from  the  wooda 
which  overhtmg  the  ill-fated  monastery.  In  the  name  of  Louis  h« 
demanded  and  obtained  admission  into  that  sacred  inclosuie.  Seated 
on  the  abbdtiai  throne^  he  summoned  the  nana  into  his  preeencft. 
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They  appeared  before  Kim  veiled,  silent,  and  anbmissiro,  Tlmir 
pttp»5r3,  their  title-deeds,  and  their  property  were  then  seized,  and 
proclamation  made  of  a  royal  decree  which  directed  their  immedialft 
tixile.  It  was  imitantly  carrioil  iuto  efTect.  Far  and  wide  along  tho 
Buramita  of  tlio  neif^Ubouring  hilU,  might  be  seen  a  thr'jnj^in^  multi- 
tude of  tho  peasant*  whom  they  had  instnict-od,  and  of  the  poor 
whom  tlicy  had  relieved.  Bitter  ciies  of  indignation  and  of  grief, 
joined  wth  fervent  prayers,  arose  from  those  helpless  people,  as,  one 
aftor  anothwr,  tho  nuns  entered  the  carriagea  diawu  up  for  their 
reception.  E«ch  pursued  her  eoUtary  journey  to  the  prison  destined 
for  her.  Of  Iheae  venorablo  women,  soino  had  passed  their  eightieth 
cT^ar,  anil  the  youni^ost  was  far  advanced  in  life.  I^bouiing  nnder 
^ralysis  and  other  inflrmitios  of  old  age,  Rcveral  of  them  reached  at 
once  their  pri^ona  and  their  graves.  Others  died  under  the  distress 
and  fatigues  of  their  journey.  Some  possessed  energies  which  no 
Bufleringa  could  subdue.  Madame  de  Eemiconrt,  for  example,  was 
kept  for  two  yearn  in  solitAry  cnnfiuement ;  in  a  cell  lighted  and 
Tentilattid  only  through  the  chimney ;  without  fire,  society,  or  books. 
"You  may  jwrsecuto,  but  yoo  will  never  change  Madame  do  Remi- 
oourt,"  aiiil  tho  Archbishop;  "for"  (such  was  his  profound  view  of 
the  phenomenon)  "  she  has  a  square  hood,  and  people  with  nquara 
beads  ara  always  obstinate." 

Laist  in  the  number  of  exiles  appeared,  at  the  gates  of  the  abbey, 
tho  prioress,  Louise  de  St  Anastasie  Mesnil  de  Courtiaux.  She  had 
soon  her  aynd  8ist4'r8  one  by  one  quit  for  ever  the  abode,  the  asso- 
ciates, and  the  employments  of  their  UveE>.  To  each  she  Itad  given 
her  parting  benediction.  She  shed  no  tear,  she  bn-iitlioil  no  mur- 
mur, nor  for  a  moment  betrayed  the  dignity  of  ht-r  ollice,  nor  tho 
constancy  of  her  mind,  "lis  faithful  to  tho  end,*'  wore  the  last 
words  which  she  addressed  to  the  last  comi)aniou  of  her  sorrawa. 
And  nobly  diil  she  fultil  her  own  counsels.  She  was  conducted  to  a 
convent,  where,  under  a  close  guard,  she  was  compelh^d  to  enduTO 
the  utmost  rigours  of  a  jail.  T)eprived  of  all  those  religious  cora- 
forta  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  man  to  minister,  she  enjoyed  a 
•olaoe,  and  found  a  strength,  which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  man 
to  take  away.  In  common  with  the  greater  part  of  her  fellow- 
anfferers,  she  died  without  any  priestly  absolution,  and  was  con* 
signed  to  an  unhalloweil  grave.  They  died  the  niartyre  of  sincerity  ; 
etmng  in  the  faith  that  a  lie  mnst  ever  be  hateful  in  the  sight  of 
God,  though  infuUihlc  )»up«s  should  L>xact  it,  or  an  infuDtble  Church, 
OS  represented  by  cardinals  and  confessors,  shoald  persuade  it 

Unsatiateil  by  the  calumitiea  of  the  nuns,  the  vengeance  of  tho 
enemies  of  Purt-Buyol  was  directed  against  the  bnildings  where  they 
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liuJ  dwelt,  the  ancreil  edifice  where  they  had  worslapped,  and  the 
toiiihs  in  whith  their  deml  had  been  iiiterred.  The  monastery  and 
the  Q4jacent  chiireh  were  oveithrown  from  thoir  foundations.  AVork- 
mcn,  prepared  by  hard  drinking  for  thoir  task,  broke  open  the  grave* 
in  which  the  nuns  and  recluses  of  former  times  had  been  interred. 
With  obscyne  ribaldrj-,  and  outrftKe3  too  disgusting  to  be  detailed, 
they  piled  up  a  loiiilisornB  heap  of  haiies  and  corpses,  on  which  the 
dojja  were  permitted  to  feed.  Whrtt  remained  was  throwTi  into  a 
pit,  prepared  for  the  purpose,  near  the  neighbouring  churchyard  of 
St  Lambert.  A  wooden  cross,  erected  by  the  villagers,  marked  the 
spot ;  and  many  a  pilgrim  resorted  to  it,  to  pray  for  the  souls  of  the 
departed,  and  fur  hi*  own.  At  length  no  trace  pjmained  of  the 
Fortress  of  Jausenisra  to  offend  the  eye  of  the  Jesuits,  or  to  perpe- 
tuate the  memoiy  of  the  illustrious  dead  with  whom  they  had  ao 
long  contended.  The  mutilated  Gothic  arch,  the  watur-raill,  and  tlio 
dovecot,  riaiag  from  the  banks  of  the  pool,  with  the  decayed  towers 
and  the  fann-house  on  tlie  slopes  of  the  valley,  are  all  that  now 
attest  that  it  wn:;  once  the  crowded  abode  of  the  wise,  the  learned, 
and  the  goo<L  In  that  spot,  however,  may  still  be  seen  the  winding 
brook,  the  verdant  hills,  and  the  i^uict  meadows,  nature's  indestruct- 
ible monuments  to  the  devout  men  and  holy  women  who  nurtured 
there  aUVciion?  which  made  them  lovely  in  their  lives,  and  hope« 
which  rendered  them  triumphant  iu  death.  Nor  in  her  long  roll  of 
martyrs  has  history  to  record  the  names  of  any  who  suffered  with 
greater  constancy,  or  in  a  nobler  cause ;  for  thf-ir  conflict  was  with, 
the  very  Church  which  they  most  profoundly  revered,  and  their 
cause  was  that  of  devotedness  to  sincerity  and  abhorrence  of  false- 
hood 

Amongst  the  inteirpreters  of  the  counsels  of  Divine  I^videnoo 
in  that  age,  there  were  not  wanting  many  who  found,  in  the  ra- 
Inniities  which  overwhelmed  the  declining  years  of  Louis,  the  retri- 
bution of  an  avenging  Deity  for  the  wrongs  inflicted  on  Port-Royal 
If  it  were  given  to  man  to  decipher  the  mysterious  characters  eij- 
graven  on  the  scroll  of  this  world's  history,  it  migiit  not  he  difiicult 
to  find,  in  the  annals  of  his  reign,  other  and  yet  more  weighty 
Masons  for  the  awakening  of  Xemesis  in  France  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  eighteenth  century.  But  of  the  more  chronologic4j. 
fact,  there  is  no  doubt.  The  death  of  the  three  Dauphins,  and  the 
vietoriea  of  Kugene  and  Marlborough,  foUowtnl  hard  on  the  dispersioti 
of  the  nuns.  With  his  dying  breath,  Louis  c;ai>t  the  res|H)Usihility 
of  his  conduct  towards  them  on  the  Jetsuits  who  stood  round  his 
bpil  "If,  indeed,  you  liave  misled  and  deceivcil  me" —  such  was 
his  last  addiuaa  to  his  confessors — ^"you  are  deeply  guilty,  fur   in. 
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tnilh  I  acted  in  good  faitb.  I  einceroly  sought  the  peace  of  tho 
Church." 

The  hTiniiliation  of  hia  spiritual  advisers  quickly  followed.  It  was 
preceded  by  tho  retirement  and  death  of  Madame  dc  Jlaintcnon, 
who  had  both  provoked  and  dcridwl  tho  sufferings  of  tho  Port- 
Boyaliete.  The  verj'  type  of  mediocrity  out  of  place,  «ho  is  to  our 
mind  the  least  attractive  of  all  the  ladifs  of  equivocal  or  desperate 
TepQtation,  "who,  in  modem  times,  have  stood  on  the  etj?[)s  of 
European  thronca.  Hvr  power  waa  sustained  by  the  feoblencsa  of 
the  mind  she  had  5«b<hiuil,  nnd  by  the  uniftinoss  of  those  who  had 
Bubjugiited  her  own.  Her  prudery  and  her  rolif^iousness,  such  as  it 
•WAS,  served  but  to  deepen  the  aversion  which  her  intriguing,  selfish, 
narrow -miadi^d,  and  bigoted  spirit  excite  and  jusUty  ;  although,  in 
her  own  view  of  the  matter,  8he  probably  hoped  to  propitiate  the 
favour  of  Upaven  and  the  applauseof  the  worUI.hy  directin*;  against 
the  nnolfending  woman  of  Port-ltoyd  the  deadly  wrath  of  the  worn- 
out  debauchee,  whoso  jaded  spirits  and  unquiet  conscience  it  waa 
her  daily  task  to  sustain  and  llatter. 

De  Ko:ulles,  the  instrument  of  her  cruelty,  lived  to  bewail  hia 
guilt  with  such  strange  agonies  of  remorse,  as  to  rescue  his  memoiy 
from  hfttml,  nlthongh  it  is  difficult  to  contemplate,  without  soma 
contempt^  such  a  paroxysm  of  emotiuna,  which,  however  just  in 
themselves,  depnvcd  their  victim  of  all  powers  of  8elf-c<mtrol,  and 
of  every  semblance  of  decorous  composure.  His  howliugs  are  de- 
scribed by  the  witness  of  them,  to  have  been  more  liko  those  of  a 
wild  beast  or  a  maniac,  than  of  a  reasonable  man. 

Tf  these  slight  notices  of  the  heroes  and  heroines  of  Poi-t-Ttoyal 
(slight,  iniieeti,  when  compared  with  the  materials  from  which  they 
have  been  tirawn)  should  he  ascribed  by  any  one  to  a  pen  ph'ghted 
to  do  suit  and  service  to  tho  cause  of  Home,  no  surmise  could  Ijo 
wider  of  the  mark.  No  Protest^mt  can  read  the  writings  of  the 
Port-Royolists  themselves,  without  gratitude  for  his  deliverance  from 
the  snprstitions  of  a  Church  which  calls  herself  Catholic,  and 
booata  that  she  is  eternal.  That  she  will  flonrish  as  long  as  the  race 
of  man  shall  endure,  is  indeed  a  conclusion  which  may  reasonably 
bo  adopted  by  him  who  divines  the  future  only  from  the  past.  For 
where  ia  tho  land,  or  what  tho  age,  iu  whicli  a  conspicuous  place  has 
not  been  held  by  phenomena  eswentially  the  same,  however  circum- 
stiintially  dillerent  il  In  what  u;m  has  mnu  nut  been  a  worshipper 
of  the  invisible)  In  what  country  has  imagination — the  sensuous 
property  of  the  mind — failetl  to  triumph  over  those  mental  powers 
which  arc  purely  conterajdative  ?     Who  coa  discover  a  period  in 


-whieb  religion  has  not  more  or  loss  assumed  tho  form  of  a  com  pro 
mise — between  the  self-dependence  and  the  self-* list rnst  of  her  vo- 
tariiw— between  their  abasement  before  a  merely  human  authority 
ami  tlnMr  conviction  that  no  such  allegiance  \s  really  due — between 
tbcir  awe  of  the  Divine  power  and  their  habitual  revolt  ajpiiusl  the 
I)ivme  will  1  Of  every  such  compromise,  the  indications  liave  ever 
"been  the  same— a  worship  of  pomp  ami  ceremonial — a  Bpiritual 
despotism  cxerctsctl  by  a  aicerdotal  caste— bodily  penaiircji  and 
costly  expiations — and  the  constant  intervention  of  man,  and  of  the 
works  of  man,  between  the  worsliipper  and  the  supreme  object  of 
his  worship.  So  long  as  human  nature  shall  continue  what  it  is, 
the  religion  of  human  jiatiire  \vill  be  unchanged.  The  Church  of 
Borne  will  be  eteriml,  if  man,  such  as  he  now  is,  shiHl  himself  bd 
eternal. 

But  for  every  labour  under  the  snn,  saya  the  Wise  Man,  there  is 
a  time.  There  ia  a  time  for  bearing  testimony  against  the  errors  of 
Bome :  why  not  also  a  time  for  testifying  to  tiie  sublime  virtues 
■with  which  those  errors  have  been  so  often  astiociated !  Aro  we  for 
ever  to  admit  and  never  to  practise  the  duties  of  kindness  and 
mutual  forbearance  ?  Boea  Christitinity  consist  in  a  vivid  popi-ejuion 
of  the  faults,  and  on  obtuse  blindness  to  the  merits,  of  those  who 
differ  from  us  1  Is  charity  a  virtue  only  when  we  ourselves  are  the 
objiict  of  it  1  Is  there  not  a  ChuTL'b  as  pure  and  more  catholic  than 
those  of  Oxford  or  Home — a  Church  comprehending  within  its  limits 
every  human  being  who,  according  to  the  measure  of  the  knowledge 
placed  within  his  reach,  strives  habitually  to  be  conformeil  t^j  tho 
will  of  the  common  Father  of  us  all  ?  To  indulge  hope  bej'ond  tho 
pale  of  some  narrow  communion,  has,  by  each  Christian  »x:iety  in 
its  turn,  been  denounced  as  a  daring  presumption.  Yet  Hope  has 
come  to  all,  and  with  her  Faith  and  Charity,  her  insepamble  com- 
panions. Amidtit  the  shock  of  contending  creeds,  and  Uie  uproar  of 
anathemas,  good  m^'n  have  lifltenod  to  gentler  and  more  kindly 
sounds.  Tliey  may  have  debated  as  polemics,  but  they  have  felt  as 
Clirialians.  On  the  imiveraal  mind  of  Christendom  is  indchbly 
engraven  one  image,  t^iwanls  which  the  eyes  of  every  true  disciple  oif 
Christ  aio  more  or  less  earnestly  directed  WTioever  has  himself 
caoght  any  resemblance,  however  faint  and  imperfect,  to  that  divine 
and  benignant  Original,  has,  in  hia  measure,  learnt  to  recognise  a 
brother  in  every  one  in  whom  he  con  discern  the  some  resemblance.  * 

•  Sm  on  thii  m^oct  a  book  CDtiUfd  "  The  Catholic  Spirit  of  ChrUtianitr,"  the 
•noajnoui  work  of  the  Rev.  K.  M'Vicar,  now  n  minutvr  of  tho  Church  or  ftrot- 
Und.  in  C«yloD.  Wbjriaoh  a  book  Bhould  niithavftsttninKl  no  eitt'nsivi^  celebrity, 
or  lihj  lach  a  writer  ihoald  havi  buca  pcrautUxl  ta  quit  hii  mitire  Uod,  tr«  quM- 
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There  is  an  esRential  unity  in  that  "  Kingdom  which,  is  not  of  this 
■world."  But  witliLu  tlio  i^njvinccs  of  thiit  mighty  state  thero  is 
room  fur  eudltsa  VHricties  of  admiuist ration,  and  for  luval  laws  and 
cusloma  widely  difftrinfr  fmm  pa<:h  other.  The  unity  conaists  in  llie 
one  object  of  worship^ — tho  one  object  of  athoncc — the  one  source  of 
virtne — ^tlie  one  cementing  principle  of  mutual  love,  which  pervade 
and  animate  the  whole.  The  diversities  arc,  and  must  be,  u 
numerous  and  intractabU  as  are  the  essential  distinctions  which 
natuni,  habit,  and  circnmstancea  have  created  among  men.  Uni- 
formity of  creeds,  of  discipline,  of  ritual,  and  of  ceremonies,  in  snch 
a  world  ae  ours ! — a  world  where  no  two  men  are  not  as  distingui-fhablo 
in  their  mental  as  in  their  physical  aspect  j  where  every  petty  com- 
munity has  its  separate  ^stem  of  civil  government ;  where  all  that 
mettts  the  eye,  and  all  that  arrests  tUo  ear,  has  a  et^tmp  of  bouiuUL-sa 
unil  inlinite  variety  1  What  are  the  hannonies  of  tone,  of  colour, 
and  of  fonn,  hut  the  result  of  contmats — of  contrasts  held  in  suhor^ 
dination  to  one  all-pen-ading  principle,  width  reconciles  without 
confouniJing  the  component  elements  of  tho  music,  tlic  painting,  or 
the  structure  ?  In  the  pbyi*ical  works  of  God,  beauty  could  have  no 
existence  without  endless  diversities.  Why  assume  ihai  in  relijpous 
society — a  work  not  less  surely  to  be  ascribed  to  tho  supreme 
Author  of  all  thiiigs — this  law  is  absolutely  reversed^  Were  it 
possible  to  subdue  that  innate  tendency  of  the  human  mind,  which 
compels  men  to  difier  in  rehgious  opinions  and  obserrauces,  at  least 
as  widely  as  on  all  other  subject^  what  would  be  the  results  of  such 
a  triumph  ?  Where  then  woulil  be  the  free  comparison,  and  tho 
continual  eidargement  of  thought;  where  the  self-distxasts  which  are 
the  springs  of  humility,  or  the  mutual  dependencies  which  are  the 
hon<is  of  love?  He  who  made  us  with  this  infinite  variety  in  our 
intellecttial  and  physical  constitution,  must  have  for€H(^en,  and  fore- 
seeing must  have  intended,  a  corresponding  dissimilarity  in  the 
opinions  of  his  creatures  on  all  questions  submitted  to  their  judg- 
menU  and  proposed  for  their  acceptance.  For  truth  is  his  law ;  and 
if  all  men  will  profess  to  thtnk  alike,  all  men  must  live  in  the 
habitual  violation  of  that  law. 

Zeal  for  uniformity  attesta  tho  latent  distrusts,  not  tho  firm  eon- 
Tictiona  of  the  zealot  In  proportion  to  the  strength  nf  those  con- 
victions on  our  minds,  is  our  indifference  to  the  multiplicatioD  of 
sufliages  in  favour  of  our  j ntlgmenU  Our  thoughts  are  steeped  in 
imagery  ;  and  where  the  palpable  form  is  not,  the  impalpable  spirit 
eacapes  the  notice  of  the  unreflecting  multitude.    In  common  handa, 

ttonit  li  whirh  we  fear  no  satisfactory  answer  could  be  givca  by  the  duipeoMrt  of 
fiuM  lit  of  Cliurcb  prtiammt. 
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analysis  stops  at  the  species  or  the  genus,  and  cannot  rise  to  the 
order  or  the  class.  To  distinguish  birds  from  fishes,  beasts  from 
insects,  limits  the  efforts  of  the  vulgar  observer  of  the  face  of  ani- 
mated nature.  But  Cuvicr  could  trace  the  eublime  unity,  the 
universal  type,  the  fontal  Idea,  existing  in  the  creative  intelligence, 
which  connects  as  one  the  mammoth  and  the  snail  So,  common 
observers  can  distinguish  from  each  other  the  different  varieties  of 
religious  society,  and  can  rise  no  higher.  Where  one  assembly 
worships  with  harmonies  of  music,  fumes  of  incense,  ancient  litur- 
gies, and  a  gorgeous  ceremonial,  and  another  listens  to  the  unaided 
voice  of  a  single  pastor,  they  can  perceive  and  record  the  differences ; 
but  the  hidden  ties  which  unite  ^em  both  escape  such  observation. 
All  appears  as  contrast,  and  all  ministers  to  antipathy  and  discords. 
It  is  our  belief  that  these  things  may  be  rightly  viewed  in  a  different 
aspect,  and  yet  with  the  most  severe  conformity  to  the  Divine  will, 
wliether  as  intimated  by  natural  religion,  or  as  revealed  in  Holy 
Scripture.  We  believe  that,  in  the  judgment  of  an  enlightened 
charity,  many  Christian  societies,  who  are  accustomed  to  denounce 
each  other's  errors,  will  at  length  come  to  be  regarded  as  members 
in  common  of  the  one  great  and  comprehensive  Church,  in  which 
diversities  of  forms  are  harmonised  by  an  all-pervading  unity  of 
spirit.  For  ourselves,  at  least,  we  should  deeply  regret  to  conclud# 
tliat  we  were  aliens  from  that  great  Christian  Commonwealth  of 
which  the  Nuns  and  Kecluses  of  the  valley  of  Port-Eoyal  were 
members,  and  members  assuredly  of  no  common  excellence. 
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The  recent  republication  of  the  whole  of  the  voluminous  practical 
works  of  Kichard  Baxter,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  late  Mr 
Onne,  may  be  cousidered,  in  legal  phrase,  as  a  demand  for  judgment, 
in  ilto  appeal  of  the  great  Nonconformist  to  the  ultimate  tribunal  of 
posterity,  froui  tlie  censures  of  his  own  age,  on  himself  and  his 
writings.  "We  think  that  the  decision  was  substantially  right,  and 
that,  on  the  whole,  it  must  be  afi&rmed.  Right  it  was,  beyond  all 
doubt,  in  so  far  as  it  assigned  to  him  an  elevated  rank  amongst 
thoi>e,  who,  taking  the  spiritual  improvement  of  mankind  for  their 
province,  have  found  there  at  once  the  motive  and  the  reward  for 
labours  beneath  which,  unless  sustained  by  that  holy  impulse,  the 
utmost  powers  of  our  frail  nature  must  have  prematurely  fainted. 

About  the  time  when  the  high-bom  guests  of  Whitehall  were 
celebrating  the  nuptial  revels  of  Elizabeth  and  the  Elector  Palatine, 
and  the  visitors  of  low  degree  were  defraying  the  cost  by  the  pur- 
chase of  titles  and  monopolies,  there  was  living  at  the  pleasant 
village  of  Eaton  Constantine,  between  the  "Wrekin  Hill  and  the 
Severn,  a  substantial  yeoman,  incurious  alike  about  the  politics  of 
the  empire  and  the  wants  of  the  exchequer.  Yet  was  he  not  with- 
out his  vexations.  On  the  green  before  his  door,  a  Maypole,  hung 
■with  garlands,  allured  the  retiring  congregation  to  dance  out  the 
Simday  afternoon  to  the  sound  of  fife  and  tabret ;  while  he,  intent 
on  the  study  of  the  sacred  volume,  was  greeted  with  no  better 
names  than  Puritan,  Precisian,  and  Hypocrite.  K  he  bent  his  steps 
to  the  parisli  church,  venerable  as  it  was,  and  picturesque,  in  con- 
tempt of  all  styles  and  orders  of  architecture,  his  case  was  not  much 
mended.  There  the  aged  and  purblind  incumbent  executed,  his 
weekly  task  with  the  aid  of  strange  associates.  One  of  them  had 
laid  a.side  the  flail,  and  another  the  thimble,  to  mount  the  read- 
ing desk.  To  these  succeeded  "the  excellenteat  stage-player  in  all 
the  country,  and  a  good  gamester,  and  a  good  fellow."  This  worthy 
having  received  holy  orders,  forged  the  like  for  a  neighbour's  son, 
who,  on  the  strength  of  that  title,  officiated  in  the  pulpit  and  at  the 
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altar.  Next  in  this  goodly  list  came  nn  attorney's  clerk,  who  hnd 
"tippled  himself  into  so  gryat  poverty,"  that  he  had  no  other  way 
to  livo  but  by  asHUiuiiij;  the  piistuml  care  of  the  Hock  at  Eaton  Con- 
stantina  Time  out  of  mind,  the  curate,  whnever  he  might  nhance 
to  bo,  had  been  ex-officio  the  sole  profe^fior  of  secular,  as  well  as  of 
siicrod  literature  in  the  pnrisli ;  and  to  each  in  turn  of  tiieso  h-amcd 
persona  oar  yeoman  wa^  therefore  fain  to  commit  the  education  of 
his  only  son  and  namcijake,  Richard  Baxter. 

Snch,  from  hia  tenth  to  hia  Bixteonth  yftar,  were  the  teachers  of 
the  most  voluminous  theological  ^vriter  in  the  English  langua^ 
Of  that  period  of  hia  life,  the  only  ineidimta  which  can  now  bo  ae- 
uertained  arc,  that  his  love  of  apples  was  inordinate,  and  tliat,  on  tho 
subject  of  robbing  orchanLs,  be  held^  in  prac'tico  at  lejist,  tlie  doc- 
triuea  handed  down  amongst  schoolboys  by  an  unbroken  tradition. 

Almost  as  barren  is  the  only  extant  record  of  the  three  remaining 
years  of  his  pupilage.  They  were  spent  at  the  endowed  .school  at 
Wroxeter,  wIulOi  he  quitl4.'d  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  destitute  of  all 
mathomatical  and  physical  science — ^ignorant  of  Hebrew — a  mero 
smatterer  in  IJreek— and  posseiaed  of  as  much  latin  as  enabled  liim 
in  aftfir-Ufe  to  use  it  with  reckJetia  facilily.  Yet,  it  was  not  pttssiblo 
that  u  mind  so  pinlific,  ami  which  yielded  such  early  fruits,  should 
have  advanced  to  manhooJ  without  much  well-directed  culture. 

The  Bible  whieU  ky  on  his  father's  table  formed  the  whole  of  tha 
good  man's  library,  and  would  have  been  ill  exclianged  for  all  tlio 
treasures  of  tlie  Vaticia.  He  had  been  no  stranger  to  the  can's,  nor 
indeed  to  tlie  disurdere  of  Hfe  ;  and,  as  hid  stifugth  declined,  it  was 
his  delight  bo  iuuulimte  on  his  inqiiiisitive  boy  the  lessoDs  which 
inspired  wisdom  teacliesmost  persuasively,  when  illustrated  by  dear* 
bought  oxperience,  and  enfoi-ced  by  parental  love.  For  the  mentttl 
iufinnities  of  tltu  son,  no  bc^tter  di.sdplinti  could  have  been  fountL 
A  pyrrlionist  of  uuture's  making,  his  threcacore  years  and  ten  might 
have  been  ejchuuitted  in  a  fruitiest)  struggle  to  &(]judJcnLe  between 
antjigonistic  Lheorieij,  if  his  mind  had  nut  thus  been  subjugated  lo 
tlie  buppeme  authority  of  Holy  Writ,  by  an  influence  coeval  with 
the  ^t  daB'n  of  reaaon,  and  associated  indissolubly  with  his  earlieet 
and  most  enduring  afiectiona.  It  is  neither  the  wise  nor  the  good 
by  whom  the  patrimony  of  opinion  la  most  lightly  regarded.  8uch 
ifl  tlie  condition  of  our  existence,  that,  beyond  the  preciucfa  of  ab* 
Biiact  vcienoe,  we  must  take  much  for  granted,  if  we  would  nuUie 
any  oilvonce  in  knowledge,  or  live  to  any  useful  end.  Our  ticrodi- 
ta^  prt-ponessions  vaut  not  oi»ly  precede  our  acqiiiivd  judgment*, 
but  must  conduct  us  to  them.  To  begin  by  questioning  everything 
in  to  cud  by  answering  nutUiug ;  and  a  premature  revolt  from  human 


autJinrity  is  but  an  incipient  rcbeUion  against  oonflcienort,  nuuion,  and 
truth. 

LimnchpiJ  into  the  dccan  of  epeculativo  inquiry,  without  the 
aiiRliomj^Q  of  parental  instmction  and  filial  feveivrnw,  Baxt<'r  wuW 
have  bwn  dniwn  hy  hvt  constitutirmal  t?iir1eni.>ii^s  intn  thai  S4-t*ptical 
philo9opliv.  Uirrjii;j;h  tbe  li»ng  ammlfl  nf  which  no  sin^^lp  n;tiiH'  hi  tft 
be  foiuitl  U)  whieli  the  pnititTnh;  of  manl(iiitl  has  bt^m  yi''l'i'''l  *'r  is 
jtifltly  fine.  ITc  hiid  much  in  common  with  tho  must  eminent 
doctors  of  thai  rcIiooI — thp  nuimal  frame,  characterised  by  Blujojiah 
appetites,  Innguid  piL'«ions,  and  great  nerroua  eueri2r.v  ;  the  intel- 
Inctual  nature  distinguished  by  eubtlety  to  seixe  distijiciitniH  more 
tlian  by  wit  to  del«ct  aimlo^ea  ;  by  tlw  p<iwor  to  dive,  in'^tcad  of 
the  faculty  tn  soar ;  by  skill  to  analyse  snhjectivctmthR,  mtlierthnn 
by  ability  to  rombJnft  them  with  each  otheir  ami  with  ubjtKitive 
realiticii  into  one  .tym metrical  structure,  l^it  what  wur  vdUUng  in 
hb  sensitive,  and  deficient  in  his  intelli-ctiuit  nature,  whs  lhii.tiiup<1 
and  corrected  by  the  Bpirittiid  elevation  of  hi?  iiiiii<l.  If  nob 
enamntircd  of  the  beautiful,  ror  convprwint  with  tho  ideal,  nor 
accustomed  to  f;raap  at  tlie  game  time  the  eomprehonsivn  and  tlift 
abstniet,  he  enjuywl  that  rli-ar  mental  virion  whifih  attf-nd.<  on  moral 
purity —the  n-^'tifudo  of  judgment  which  rewards  the  8uhje<:tion  of 
the  wili  to  the  reason— the  loftincBS  of  thought  awakened  hy 
habitual  communion  with  the  eource  of  li<^bt — and  the  earnest 
atahility  of  purpone  inseparable  frf)m  the  prwlominance  of  the  social 
above  the  nellinh  affectiona.  Sw^pticiara  and  devolirfn  vrw  the  con- 
flicting nlemt'nt<i  of  his  internal  life  ;  bat  the  raiJianm  fmm  abova 
gradually  disporsod  tho  vaponra  from  beneath,  and  through  half  a 
century  of  pain,  and  strife,  and  agitati>in,  he  enjoyed  that  settled 
ttaDquillity  which  no  etibrta  merely  intellectual  can  ntluin.  nor  any 
apeeulafcive  doubts  destroy, — the  peace,  of  which  it  iit  said,  that  it 
panes  luiderstandiiig. 

Baxter  was  bum  in  1615,  and  comx^juently  att«ine<l  his  early 
manhood  amidst  evontfl  ominous  of  appn>achin);  rcvolntiuns.  Deep 
and  lat4.>nt  as  art!  tho  aliimatc  causes  of  the  coptinned  existence  of 
'li^riscopacy  in  Kngland,  nothing  can  be  Iras  — j:ondito  than  the 
Inman  aj^em-y  employed  in  working  out  that  result  Nursed  by 
the  Tndors,  ailopted  by  the  Stuarta,  and  wndded  in  her  youth  to  a 
powerful  aridtocni'-y,  Uiu  Aogtiean  Churcli  retains  the  indelible 
iftamp  of  thefio  early  alliancea.  To  the  ^reat,  the  learned,  and  the 
worldly  wise,  it  has  for  Utrctt  centuries  affordeil  a  rcHlinK-plar*'  and 
4  refuge.  Hut  a  long  interval  had  elap«c<l  before  the  national 
temples  anil  hierarchy  wore  consecrated  to  the  nobler  eml  of  onliffht^ 
eaiag  the  ignonntt  and  of  atlmiuistoring  comfort  to  the  poor.     Rich 
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beyo:nl  all  Protcatant  rivalry  in  micrvd  Uterature,  the  Clmrch  of' 
ICngUntl,  from  the  days  of  Parker  tu  those  of  Laud,  had  scarcely 
produced  any  ouw  considerable  work  of  pojjular  instruction.  The 
pastoral  care  which  at  a  later  period  Burnet  depict-ed,  was  till  then 
a  vision  which,  though  since  nohly  fnlfiUnd,  no  paat  expcrienw  had 
realised.  I'he  alphabet  was  amonj;  the  mysteriM  which  the  English 
Church  long  concealed  fmm  her  cat«;ch unions.  There  is  no  patailel 
in  the  annuls  of  any  ollior  Pitit^staut  SUitv,  of  so  wonderful  a  con- 
CTDtration,  and  so  imperfect  a  dilfusion  of  le-arniug  and  genius,  of 
jiiety  and  zeal.  The  reigns  of  Wliitgift,  Bancroft,  and  Land,  were 
uiunoK'Ht(Ml  by  care«  so  mdo  as  thoso  of  evangelising  the  artisans 
and  pc'JLSjintiy.  JewoU  and  Bull,  Hall  and  L>ourie,  Iluoker  and 
Taylor,  lived  and  mtoU'  for  thnir  jmhts,  and  for  future  ages,  but  not 
for  the  commonalty  of  thoir  own. 

Yet  was  not  (_!hnstiamty  bereft  in  England  of  her  distinctive  and 
glorious  privilege.  U  van  still  the  religion  of  the  pour.  Amidst 
persecution,  contempt,  and  penury,  tho  Puritans  Lad  toUod  and 
euffcreil,  and  had,  not  randy,  dietl  in  their  senice.  And  thus  in 
ovcry  city,  and  almost  in  every  village,  they  who  hail  eyes  to  eea 
and  ears  trt  hear,  might,  at  the  oonimpncoment  of  the  sevenU'entli 
centurt',  perceive  the  harbingers  of  the  coming  tempesL  Thought- 
ful and  resolute  men  had  trausferre<l  the  allegiance  of  the  heart  from 
their  legitimate,  to  their  chosen  kyiders  ;  while,  unconscious  of  thoir 
danger,  the  ruling  powers  were  straining  thB  bonds  of  authority,  in 
exact  proportion  to  the  decreiutc  of  their  number  and  their  slccugth. 
It  was  when  the  future  pastors  of  New  England  wore  training  men 
to  a  generous  contempt  of  all  sublunary  interest  for  conscience  soke, 
that  Laud,  not  content  to  be  terrible  to  the  founders  of  Connecticut 
and  Massachust>tts,  brave<l  an  ennuty  far  more  to  be  dreaded  than 
theirs.  His  trutli  and  courage  wi-rc  far  less  appropriate  to  the  eudi: 
to  which  his  life  was  devoU^d,  than  would  have  been  the  wily  and 
time-serving  genius  of  Williams.  Supported  by  HeyHng,  Cosins, 
Montague,  and  many  others,  who  adopted  or  exaggemted  his  own 
opinions,  he  precipitated,  by  a  dull  and  uncompromising  bigotry, 
the  overthrow  of  a  Church,  in  harmony  with  the  character  of  the 
people,  strong  in  their  atrections,  upheld  by  a  long  line  of  illustriooa 
names,  connccttHi  with  the  whole  aristocracy  of  tlie  i:ealio,  and  on- 
thuflinstically  defended  by  the  sovereign. 

Baxlier's  theolr>gical  studiett  were  commenced  during  these  tumults^ 
and  were  infien:*ibiy  biaBscd  by  them.  The  "  Kcele^tiastical  Polity  *' 
had  reconcih^l  him  to  episcopal  ordination  ;  but  as  he  reiul,  and 
listened,  and  oltsor^'cd  further,  his  atttiehment  to  the  established 
ritual  and  discipline  progressively  declined     He  began  by  rejecting; 
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the  practice  nf  indiscriminate  communion.  Ileirns  Hisaatisficil  with, 
the  compulsory  subscriptiou  to  articles,  ami  the  baptismal  crosa. 
"  Deeper  thuugbU  on  tlm  point  of  Episcopacy  "  were  suggested  to 
him  by  the.  f/  eetertt  oath  ;  and  the«i  reflections  sotm  rfiidered  him, 
an  irreconciltthlo  adversary  to  the  "English  Diocesan  irame."  He 
distributed  the  sacred  elements  to  those  who  would  not  knool  to 
receive  them,  and  relij^ously  abjured  tht;  surplice.  Thus  ripe  for 
spiritual  censures,  and  pR'pared  to  endure*  them,  he  was  rescued,  from 
the  dauber  he  Imd  bmved  by  the  demon  of  civil  strifo.  The  Sootti 
in  the  north,  and  the  Parliament  in  the  i^outh,  sumniunod  Charles 
antl  l-aud  to  more  aeriou.s  cares  than  those  of  cnftm-in;;  conformity, 
and  Ictt  liaxter  free  to  eulai^go  ancl  to  pmitaj^ite  his  discoveries. 

With  liberty  of  speech  and  action,  bis  mind  was  visitcil  by  a  cor- 
responding auflacity  of  thouglit  Was  there  indeed  a  future  liJet — 
Waa  the  &oul  of  man  immortal  1 — Were  the  Scripturf-s  tme  ?  Such, 
were  the  questions  which  now  aaaanltod  and  perplexed  Imn.  They 
came  not  as  vexiny  ond  importunate  suggestions,  but  '*  under  pre- 
tence of  sober  reason,"  and  all  the  resources  of  his  onderslanding 
■were  summoneti  to  reaiat  the  tempter.  Self-deception  was  abhorrent 
from  Ilia  nature.  He  fearetl  the  face  of  no  speculative  difficulty. 
Dark  as  w^re  the  Bbapfn  which  crossed  bis  path,  they  must  bo 
closely  questioned  ;  and  gloomy  aa  was  the  ab}'**  to  which  they  led, 
it  was  to  be  nnbc-sitatingly  explored.  The  result  nepda  not  to  be 
stated.  From  a  loufj  and  painful  conflict  he  omirged  victorious, 
but  not  without  bearing  to  the  grave  some  scars  to  mark  the  severity 
of  the  strun^le.  ^o  man  was  over  blessed  with  more  profoond  con- 
victions ;  but  ao  vast  and  elaborate  was  tlie  basid  of  argumentation 
on  which  they  rested,  that  to  re-examine  the  texture,  and  ascertain 
the  c(jherence  of  the  materials  of  which  it  waa  wrought,  formed  the 

,  recurring  labour  of  his  whole  future  life. 
Idle  the  recluses  of  the  world  are  engulfed  in  the  Tortices  of 

nphysica,  the  victims  of  passion  are  still  ui:ged  forward  in  their 
wild  career  of  guilt  and  misery.  From  the  transcendental  labyrinths 
through  which  Baxter  was  winding  his  solitary  and  puiidul  way,  the 
war  recalled  liim  to  the  stem  nalities  of  life.  In  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  ejirlicr  military  npemtiona,  Coventry  had  Iwoome  a 
city  of  refuge  to  him,  and  to  a  large  body  of  his  clerical  brethren. 
They  boUeved,  in  the  simplicity  of  their  hearts,  that  Kssex,  Waller, 
and  Cmmwell,  were  fightiny  the  l^uttles  of  Charles*,  and  that  their 
real  object  wns  to  rescue  the  King  fn>m  the  tliraldom  nf  the  malig- 
nanta,  and  the  Church  from  the  tyranny  of  the  prelatisls.  "We 
kept,"  (<ays  Itaxtcr,  speaking  of  himself  and  his  aiuwKintes,  "  to  our 
old  principles,  and  thought  all  others  had  done  so  too,  except  a  very 


343 


■KBAU   BAXTCa. 


few  uKonttdenUe  pezMnu:  We  «««  mufidgiiedly  for  King  and 
ParliHine&t  We  belicTed  that  the  war  was  only  to  save  the  Pa  ~ 
nu-Dt  ami  kin^lom  tt*im  iha  FapUldand  JeUoqaeDts,  and  to  tub 
tbs  dsruimf  tiwt  tbe  King  m^t  ■gun  xeCam  to  hi*  Parli 
•nd  Uua  no  clwuigM  ai^  be  made  in  xoligiDn,  bat  by  the  la« 
which  bad  bM  bee  oanaoiL  We  took  tbe  true  faappuuvs  of  King" 
atvl  peppl«t  Cbmdi  «nd  Stele,  to  be  our  end,  And  ao  ve  undci-stood 
the  eamomt,  enttging  both  against  }*api5ts  and  schiamattca ;  end 
whiB  the  Coort  jRewi-Book  tokt  tht>  worUl  of  the  esnunis  of  Ane- 
baptiMiA  in  ant  ennie«,  we  thought  it  bad  been  a  mem  li«, 
it  WM  not  ao  with  da." 

(JnUilnf^  and  acholeatic  divinity  bare  their  obarms ;  and  nerer 
did  man  conieaa  them  more  than  Itichard  Baxter.  ]}ut  tbe  pulse 
mufft  beat  laagoidJy  indeed,  when  tJie  superior  fascination  of  the 
"  tented  field  "  is  not  aoknowlMlged ;  norBhooId  it  duru^te  from  the 
reverence  which  attends  his  name,  to  admit  thul  he  felt  and  iodul^rnl 
this  uniTOntal  excitement.  Slipping  away  from  Durandaa^  Bn 
waniinc,  Suarez,  aiul  Ariinincnsia,  ho  \'Uiit«(l  Kdgt^hiU  and  Xi 
while  the  Parliamentanp'arnuM  still  ocrupied  the  ground  on  which  tliey ' 
had  foDf^lit  Ho  found  tho  conqncrois  armed  ca/^t'i-^N's  for  spiiitnal, 
aa  well  ua  canial  combats ;  and  to  convert  the  troopa  from  their  I 
logical  errow,  was  the  duty  which,  he  waa  as^fun^l,  bad  bei-n  OOll 
mitted  to  him  by  Providence.  Becoming  accordingly  chupliiin  to 
Wbalh-y'it  R-gimuut,  Iw  witnessed  in  that  capacity  many  a  skinniah, 
and  M-a«  prt-^t^tit  at  tho  sieges  of  Bristol,  Sherborne,  and  WorccstvT. 
Kujmrl  luid  (Jnriiig  proved  less  stubborn  antagonists  thun  the  Btt:kcrs 
and  l(5velleni  of  the  Lieutenant-Gi^iienirs  cjiinp ;  and  Baxter  was 
'*  still  employed  in  preaching,  conferring,  anddisputingagiiinst  their 
confounding  errore."  The  soldiers  discoursed  as  earnestly,  and  even 
publiHbtHl  [NimpliU'ti!  rs  copiously  as  himself.  After  ninny  an  affair 
of  poalA,  the  hoHttie  parties  at  length  engaged  in  a  pitched  iMtttle  at 
Amersham  in  Ijuckinghamsbire.  "  Wlien  the  jmblic  tAlking-da} 
came,"  says  Baxter,  "  I  took  the  reading  pew,  and  Pitchforri's  tor 
And  trooper*  took  the  gallery.  There  did  the  leader  uf  the  Cheeham 
men  begin,  and  aft^.Twards  Pitchford's  »)ldieta  set  in  ;  and  I  alone 
dispiit4>d  u^aiiiHt  them  from  morning  until  almost  ni>>bt."  Too  old  a 
cartipaij,'Mer  to  n-lire  Irom  tlie  field  in  the  presence  of  his  enemy,  *•  he 
staid  it  out  till  they  lir«l  rose  and  went  away."  Tlie  honours  of  tbe 
(lay  wt<rf>,  h(>w<*ver,  diii[m1<cd.  In  the  strange  book  published  by:, 
I'ldworda,  unrler  tbu  uppmpriato  title  of  "  Grongrft-iia,"  tlie  forLuna 
of  tho  tji'ld  wi-ro  chrunicled ;  and  there,  as  we  are  informed  by  Baxt 
hiiuMrlf.  may  be  ruad  -*  the  abundance  of  nonsense  uttered  on  the 
occttsiuu." 


RICHARD  BAXTES. 


Cromwoll  wfgudaA.  thoM  polemics  with  iU-disgnised  aversion,  and 
probubly  wiUt  mcret  oont«mpt.  He  had  givtin  Baxter  but  a  cold 
welcome  to  the  army.  "  He  wmiUI  not  diKpiit*  ■\vith  me  at  all,"  ia  a 
fact  related  by  the  good  man  with  evident  surprise  ;  "  but  he  would 
in  good  discourae  very  flupntly  pour  out  himself  in  the  extolling  of 
free  grat»,  which  was  savoury  to  those  that  had  ri^ht  principies, 
though  he  had  some  misunderstanding  of  free  grace  himself.  Ho 
was  a  man  of  excellent  natural  parts  fur  affection  and  oratory,  but 
not  well  seen  in  the  principles  of  his  religion  ;  of  a  sanguine  com- 
plexion, naturally  of  auuh  a  vivacity,  hilarity,  and  alacrit}'  as  another 
man  hath  when  ho  hath  dnmken  a  cup  too  much ;  but  naturally, 
also,  so  far  from  humble  thoughts  of  himself,  that  it  wo^j  his  ruin." 
The  Protector  had  surrendered  his  powerful  mind  to  tho  religious 
fashions  of  his  times,  and  never  found  the  Inisure  or  the  inclination 
for  deep  inquiry  into  a  subject  on  which  it  was  enough  for  his  pur- 
poses to  excel  in  fluent  and  savoury  discourse.  Among  those  pur- 
poses, to  obtain  the  approbation  of  his  own  conscience  was  not  tho 
least  aiccerB,  His  devotion  was  ardent,  and  his  piety  genuine.  But 
the  alliance  between  habila  of  criminiU  self- indulgence,  and  a  certain 
Itind  of  theopathy,  is  but  too  ordinary  a  phenomenon.  That  at 
each  stop  of  his  progress,  Cromwell  should  have  been  deceived  and 
sustained  by  some  plausible  sopbistr)',  is  tho  less  wonderful,  since 
even  now,  in  retracing  his  course,  it  is  diffictUt  to  aseertain  the 
point  at  which  he  first  quitted  the  straight  path  of  duty,  or  to  dis- 
cover what  escape  was  at  length  open  to  bim  from  the  web  in  which 
he  had  become  involved.  There  have  been  many  worse,  and  few 
greater  men.  Yet  to  vindicate  his  name  fmm  the  condemnation 
which  rests  upon  it,  would  be  to  confound  the  di&linctiuus  of  good 
and  evil  as  be  did,  without  the  apology  of  being  tempted  as  he  was. 
Baxter  was  too  profound  a  momlisl  to  l»e  daxzled  by  the  tJiumph 
of  ba<l  men,  however  epeciona  their  virtue  ;  or  to  ain-ct  any  com- 
placency (uwanls  a  bad  cause,  though  indebted  to  iL  for  the  only 
period  of  serenity  which  it  ever  was  his  lot  to  enjoy.  He  had 
ministered  to  tho  forces  of  the  Parliamentary  general,  but  abhorred 
the  regicide  and  usurper.  In  his  zeal  for  the  ancient  i-onstitution, 
he  had  meditated  a  scheme  for  detaching  his  own  regiment,  and 
ultimately  all  the  generals  of  the  army,  from  their  leatler.  They 
were  first  to  bo  nndermined  by  a  course  of  logic,  and  then  blown  up 
by  the  eloquence  of  the  preacher.  This  profound  device  in  tho 
wrient*  of  theological  engineering  would  have  Infcn  count^^rworked  by 
the  LieutenaDt-General,  biul  he  detected  it,  by  methods  somewhat 
^  lees  subtle,  but  certainly  not  less  eflective,  A  fortunate  illness  de- 
[^ted  the  formidable  conspiracy,  and  restored  the  projector  to  his 
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pastoral  duties  and  to  poaco.  Kvrn  thon,  his  voire  wns  paWicly 
raised  a^inst  "  the  troason,  robeUion,  pertiiliousness,  and  hypocrisy  *' 
of  CrtjmwfU,  who  prubaWy  ueviir  heanl,  and  c«rtaiiily  never  heede 
the  (ii'nunpbtions  ol'  his  fonin?r  ohaplain. 

Baxter  enjoyed  the  eat-eein  which  he  would  not  repay.  He  wa 
onco  invited  by  the  Protoetor  to  preach  at  court.  Sermons  in  thonrfS 
days  wero  very  serious  thinga — point-blank  shots  at  the  bosoms  of 
the  auditory  ;  and  Cromwell  was  not  a  man  to  escape  or  to  fear  thoj 
heaviest  pulpit  ordnanr^o  which  wuM  be  brought  to  bt-ar  on  huu 
From  the  many  vulnerable  points  of  attack,  the  preai-her  select 
the  crying  ein  of  encouraging  sectarips.  Xot  salistiod  with  tlwi 
errors  of  his  own  days,  the  great  Captain  Lad  anticipated  tJn.uie  of 
lat«>r  age,  and  had  asseiied  in  their  utmost  extent  tlie  dangeroual 
principles  of  religious  liberty.  This  latitudinarian  doctrine  may  have 
been  suggested  by  motives  merely  seUish ;  and  liaxter,  at  le;ist, 
could  acknowledge  no  deeper  wiwlom  in  which  such  an  innovatiua 
could  have  liad  its  birth.  St  Paul  was,  therefuro,  made  to  testify 
•'against  the  ein  committed  by  politicians,  in  maintaining  divisiona 
fur  their  own  ends,  that  they  might  tish  in  troubled  waters."  Ha 
■who  now  occupieil  thethrcme  of  the  Stuarts  claimed  one  prerogative 
to  which  even  those  monarchs  had  never  aspircsd.  It  was  that  of 
controverting  the  aigumcntation  of  tlm  pulpit.  ITis  Eeal  for  the 
conversion  of  his  monitor  appears  to  have  been  exceedingly  anient. 
Having  summoned  Iiini  to  his  presence,  "  he  began  by  a  long  tedious 
8peci!li  t)j  m«  "  (the  narrative  is  linxter's)  "  of  God's  providence  in 
the  change  of  the  government,  and  how  God  had  owned  it,  and 
what  great  things  hnd  been  done  at  home  and  abroad,  in  the 
with  8pain  and  Uolland,  &c.  When  he  had  weariod  ns  all  wit 
speaking  thus  elowly  for  about  an  hour,  I  told  him  it  was  too  Rrent' 
a  condescension  to  acquaint  me  so  fully  viilh  all  thci^  matters  which_ 
were  a>K»ve  me  ;  but  I  told  bim  that  wo  took  our  ancient  monu 
to  be  a  blcfft<irig,  and  not  an  evil,  t-o  the  land ;  and  huuibly  crave 
his  patieni'fi  that  I  might  ask  Iiim  how  Kngland  had  over  forfeitoj 
that  ble^ssing,  and  unto  whom  that  fnrfeiture  was  mode.  Upon  that 
question  ho  was  awakened  into  some  passion,  and  then  told  xoel 
that  it  was  no  forfeit  tui?,  but  God  bad  changed  it  as  pleased  him  ;  and 
then  he  let  lly  at.  the  Parliament  which  tiiwarted  him,  and  especially 
by  name  at-  four  or  tive  of  those  meml»ere  wlio  were  my  chief  acquaint-j 
Ances,  whom  1  presumed  to  defend  against  his  passion  ;  and  thus  fou 
or  five  hours  were  Bitent," 

Dming  this  singular  dialt)giie,  Lamlwrt  fell  aslcnp,  on  indecor 
which,  in  the  court  of  an  hereilitar>'  monarcli,  woiUd  havo  been  fatal ' 
to  the  prospects  of  the  transgi'essor.     But  tlic  drowsiness  of  hiii  old 
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comradfl  was  more  tolerable  to  CrnmwrU  thnn  the  pertinacity  rif  hin 
fonner  chaplain,  against  whom  he  a  aeuond  lime  dirftcUnl  the  artillerj* 
of  hia  iofjic.  On  tliis  occasion  almiTsl  all  the  Privy  Council  were 
prefM^nt ;  liberty  of  conacienco  being  the  tboais,  iSaxter  the  respond- 
ent, and  CroniwpM  asauming  to  himself  the  double  office  of  oppon- 
ent and  modtimlor.  "  Alter  another  slow,  tedious  speeeh  of  hifr,  I 
told  him,"  says  the  autobiographer,  "a  little  of  my  judgment,  and 
when  two  of  liis  company  had  spun  out  a  great  dcAl  mom  of  the 
time  in  anch  like  tedious,  but  more  ignorant  speechia,  I  told  him, 
that  if  he  would  bo  at  the  Ubour  to  read  it,  I  could  tell  him  more 
of  my  mind  in  writing  two  sheeta  than  in  that  way  of  spfuking 
many  days.  He  received  the  [lappr  aflfrwords,  but  I  scarcely  be- 
lieve that  he  ever  read  it.  I  wiw  that  what  he  leanit  must  be  from 
him«f,df,  Iteing  more  disposed  to  sj^'ak  many  hours  than  limr  one, 
and  little  heeding  what  another  said  when  he  bad  spoken  himscLf." 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  faults,  or  whatever  the  mntives,  of 
the  Protector,  tlierc  can  be  no  doubt  that  under  his  away  Kuyland 
witnessed  a  diffiisinn,  till  then  nnktiown^  of  the  purest  influence  of 
genuine  religiou-i  princijdes.  Tlie  poptdar  historians  of  that  period^ 
from  various  motives,  have  disguised  or  misrepresented  the  fact ; 
and  they  who  derive  their  views  on  tiiia  subject  from  Clarendon, 
from  Hume,  or  from  Iludibras,  mistake  a  cjiricature  for  a  genuine 
portmit.  To  this  result,  no  single  man  contributed  more  lur^ly 
than  Baxter  himstdf,  by  his  writings  and  hia  pastoral  labours.  Hw 
residence  at  Kidderminster  during  the  whole  of  the  Protectorate  was 
the  sabbath  of  his  life ;  the  interval  in  which  hia  mind  enjoyed  the 
only  repose  of  which  il  was  capable,  in  labours  of  love,  prompted  by 
a  willing  heart,  and  unimpetK>d  by  a  contentious  world. 

Good  Protestants  hold,  that  the  Su[ireme  Hpiid  of  the  Church 
reserves  to  himself  alone  to  mediate  and  to  rttign,  as  his  incom- 
mttnicnble  attributes  ;  and  that  t^  teach  and  to  minister  are  the 
only  otlices  he  has  delegated  to  the  pastors  of  hia  flock.  Wisdom 
to  scale  the  heights  of  contemplutiou,  love  to  exjdore  the  ilciiths  of 
wretehedneaa — a  science  and  a  wrvitudo  inseparably  combined  j — 
the  one  in ve,sti gating  the  relations  Inrtwcen  man  and  his  Creator, 
the  other  busied  in  the  cares  of  a  aolf-denying  philanthropy — such, 
at  least  in  theory,  ore  the  cndowincnts  of  that  sacred  institution, 
which,  first  eslahlishe<l  by  the  fishermen  of  Galilee,  has  been  ever 
since  maintained  throughout  the  Christian  commonwealtli.  A 
priesthood,  of  which  all  the  members  shall  be  animated  with  this 
spirit,  may  be  expected  when  angels  shall  resxime  their  visits  to  our 
earth,  and  not  till  then.  Human  agcncV)  oven  when  employed  to 
dijtnbute  the  best  gills  of  Providence  to  man,  must  still  bear  the 
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imprces  of  huniaii  guilt  and  fmilty.  liut  if  there  be  one  object  in 
this  fallen  worhl,  to  Vrhicli  tlie  eyt,  jaJed  by  its  iwigeautries  and  its 
gloom,  contintmlly  turns  with  renovated  hope,  it  U  to  an  ailiance, 
mich  as  that  wluch  bound  togcdlier  Kiohard  Baxter  and  the  jM;ople 
among  whom  he  dwelt  He,  a  poor  nian,  riili  in  mental  reeourcf^s, 
consecrating  oliko  his  poverty  and  his  wealth  to  their  servic© ;  ever 
present  to  guide,  to  soothe,  to  encourage,  and  when  neoeasary,  to 
rebuke ;  shrinking  from  no  a^pt'ct  of  misery,  however  repulsive,  nor 
from  the  niont  Inntliwoine  fnrtus  of  nuilt  which  he  might  hope  to 
reuUim ; — the  inslnictor,  at  once,  and  the  physician,  the  almoner 
and  the  friond,  of  his  congregation.  They,  repaying  his  labours  of 
love  with  untutotvd  reverence ;  awed  by  liia  reproofa,  and  rejoicing 
in  his  smile ;  taught  by  him  to  dist-harge  the  most  abject  duties, 
and  to  endure  the  most  ])re8i<ii)g  evils  of  lite,  as  a  daily  tiihute  t«) 
their  Divine  benefactor  ;  incurious  uf  the  novelties  of  tlieir  contn> 
Tcrml  age,  but  meekly  thronging  the  altar  from  which  he  disp*insed 
the  symbols  of  their  myatical  union  ^rith  each  other  and  tlicir 
common  Head ;  and,  at  the  close  of  tlieir  obscure,  monotonous,  but 
tranquil  course,  listening  to  the  same  pai'^^ntal  voice,  then  sulxlned 
to  the  gentlest  tones  of  Bym|>at})y,  and  telUug  of  bright  hopes  aud 
of  a  glorious  rewanl. 

Little  waa  there  in  common  between  Kiddorminster  and  the 
*'  sw«t  smiling "  Auburn.  Still  leas  alike  wore  the  "  villa^ 
preanher,"  who  *'  mn  his  goilly  nwe,"  alter  the  fancy  of  Oliver  Gold- 
smith, and  the  "painful  [m'nchcr,"  whoso  emaciated  form,  gnunt 
visage,  and  Geneva  Iwuida  atti-stiil  the  ai?verity  of  hie  studies,  and 
teatilicd  against  prelatic  asccndenL-y.  Deep<T  jot  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  delicate  hues  and  linb  touches  of  the  portrait  dniwn  from 
airy  imiigiimticm,  and  Baxt*?r'a  catalogue  of  his  weekly  catct:  hi  sings, 
£ist«,  and  conferences ;  of  his  Wt'<lnf*day  meetings  and  Thursday 
disputations  ;  and  of  the  thirty  liclps  by  which  he  was  enabled  to 
quicken  into  spiritual  life  the  inert  mass  nf  a  mde  and  vicious  popu- 
lation. But,  tnith  against  fiction,  all  the  world  over,  in  the  rivalry 
for  genuine  pathos  and  real  sublimity !  lliongh  ever  new  and 
charming,  aft«r  ten  thousand  re]}etitions,  the  plaintive,  playfnl, 
melodious  poetry  of  the  *'  Deserted  Till^e  **  bears  to  the  hnnu'ly 
tale  of  the  curate  nf  Kidderminster  a  reftemhlani'H  Hke  tliat  of  the 
tapestried  hni»  of  a  tuuriiameut  to  the  well-fought  field  of  Roncea- 
Tallcsi.  Too  pn)li]t  for  quotation,  and  porhajw  too  sacrwi  fur  our 
immwliato  purpose,  it  retonls  one  of  those  moral  conquests  wbieh 
attest  the  existence  in  the  human  hesirt  of  faculties  which,  oven  when 
most  oppressed  by  ignorance,  or  tienuiubed  by  guilt,  may  yet  be  mused 
to  their  aoblert  exerciBe,  and  disciplined  for  their  ultimate  perfection. 
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Eventful  tidings  disturbAil  these  apostolical  labonnt,  and  but  too 
sTKm  proved  how  precarious  was  the  teniire  of  that  Tellgious  Iihi>rty 
which  Biutctr  at  once  enjoyed  and  cuiuiemned.     With  Uh;  Prott'ct- 

,  orate  it  co□unetl(>(^d  and  endocL     Tho  d^Mith  of  Oliver,  tlie  abdication 

I  of  Hichard,  the  revival  of  the  Long  Parliament,  the  reappearance  of 
the  ejectfd  innmU'ra,  the  a<»pnibhnj?  of  a  new  Houae  of  CommonB 
under  the  mispiccs  of  Monk,  and  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts,  pro- 

I  gressivoly  eiKlftngered,  and  at  length  subvejled,  the  edifien  of  ncidtwi- 
a^tical  fi-eedoui,  which  tlie  same  strong  hand  Lad  founded  and 
sustained. 

Yr't  the  i.'^siie  fur  a  while  aei^med  doubtful.     The  nectariuii!}  over- 

I  rated  lh*iir  own  str*'iif,'th,  and  tha  Episcopalians  exiigjjieratHi  tlurir 
own  weakniws.  Infallible  and  imperx^ahie,  the  Chuix-h  of  Rome  is 
a  Tadjuor  in  tlie  Mriideruess,  miraculoualy  erect  and  beautiful  in  the 
midst  of  an  othenriso  universal  niin.  The  ('hurch  of  Knjjland  — 
liahla  to  err.  but  always  judging  right ;  capable  of  miaconduet,  but 

.aaver  auting  wrong — is  a  still  more  etujif^ndouB  exception  to  the 
and  depravity  wliich  in  all  other  human  iiwtitutitmH  si^- 

'  aolisd  our  common  nature.  But  for  thi«  weU-estal)li:<h«l  truth,  a 
hardy  scepticism  might  have  vcntnred  to  arruign  hor  as  an  habitual 
alarmist  If  she  is  "  in  danger"  at  tliifl  moment,  she  has  been  so 
from  her  cradle.  Puritans  and  Presbyterians,  Arniiiiians  luid  Cal- 
vinists,  Independents  and  Methodists,  had  for  ttiree  eeuturicB 
thruateued  her  exisbmcc,  when  at  last  the  inatricidul  bunds  of  the 
metropolitan  of  all  England,  and  of  the  prelate  of  EngliLnirs  metro- 
ptdis,  wore  in  onr  own  days  irreverently  laid  on  her  prehendal  stalls. 
One  "whose  lx)som's  lord  sits  lightly  on  liis  throiio,"  in   the  pre- 

.  aonuo  of  all  other  torms  of  peril,  hm  on  this  ladt  fearful  omen  lost 

tliia  accustomed  fortitude;*  though  evt^n  the  impending  overthrow 
of  the  Churrh  he  adom.^  finds  hii)  wit  &■>  brilliant,  and  his  gaiuly  as 
indcstnictible,  as  of  yore.  What  wonder,  then,  if  the  cimons  ex- 
}iectant  of  Hi  Paul's  at  the  Court  of  Hredo,  could  not  survey,  even 
from  that  Pisgnh,  the  fair  land  of  promise  lyin^  before  tliem,  without 
many  faint  mif^vings  that  the  sons  of  An»k,  who  occupied  the 
strongholds,  wouhl  ctmtinuo  to  enjoy  the  milk  and  honey  of  their 
Palestine  1  TlioH.'tands  of  intrusive  ineumlients  on  whoso  beads  no 
episcopal  hand  had  ever  been  laid,  and  whose  ]iurity  no  surplice 
had  ever  s^'mboUsed,  possessed  tho  [parsonages  and  the  pulpits  of 
either  episcopal  province.  A  population  luid  grown  up  unbaptized 
Tvith  the  sign  of  the  cmss,  and  in.'^lmctcd  to  repeat  tho  longer  and 
shorter  catechisms  of  tho  Vi'oetmiuBter  Divines.  Thirty  thousand 
armed  Covenanters  yielded  to  Monk  and  his  officers  a  dubious  sub- 
*  Sou  tlie  L«ltci9  of  tbu  Gev,  SydaejT  Smith  to  Arclidtacon  Singlfiton. 
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missioti.  Cudwortii  and  lightfoot  at  Cambridge,  AVilkiiie  and 
Wallis  at  Oxford,  occupied  and  adorned  the  cliairs  of  the  «jected 
Inyalist'*.  The  divine  right  of  Episcopacy  might  yet  be  controverted 
by  Baxter,  Howe,  and  Owen  ;  and  Smectymnua  might  awaken  from 
his  repose  in  the  persons  of  MaRhalJ,  Calamy,  and  Spuretow. 
Little  marvel,  then,  that  Iheir  eternal  charter  inspired  a  less  exalt- 
ing faith  tlmn  of  old  in  the  Hi8bo])e  who  litid  aaseuibled  at  Breda ; 
that  Tlyde  and  Southampton  tcnipnri«od  ;  or  tliiit  Clinrlcs,  inijiatient 
of  the  Protestant  heresy  in  all  iU  forms,  and  of  Chriationity  it.aelf  iu 
all  its  precepts,  lent  his  royal  name  to  an  experiment  of  which 
deceit  was  the  biixiw,  and  pi^rsntutjon  the  remulU 

Liberty  of  conscience  and  a  concurrence  in  any  Act  of  Parliament 
wliicb  uu  mature  deliberatiuii  slioiiM  be  ufTerDil  for  securing  it, 
were  aoleranl}'  promiaod  by  the  King  while  yot  uncertain  of  the 
temper  of  the  Commons  lie  was  about  t-o  meet.  Ton  Presbyt^ritui 
mini.sLeni  wero  added  to  the  list  of  royal  uhaplains ;  and,  for  once  a 
martyr  to  the  public  good,  Charles  submitted  himself  to  the  penalty 
of  aHdifiting  ot  four  of  their  eermous.  That  with  which  Baxter 
greeted  him,  enuhl  not  have  h«>n  recitad  by  the  moat  rapid  voice  in 
Usta  than  two  houi«.  It  is  a  solemn  contrast  of  the  scn;dual  and 
the  apiritual  life,  without  one  courtly  phra.'ie  to  relieve  his  cuui^iire 
of  the  vices  of  the  great.  More  soothing  soimde  were  daily  falling 
on  the  royal  ear.  The  surplice  and  the  Book  of  Common  J'raytjr 
had  reippeared  at  the  wonthip  of  the  Lords  and  Commons.  Heads 
iind  fellows  of  colleges  enjoyed  a  restoration  scarcely  less  triumphant 
tluni  thiit  of  their  sovereign.  Ltjng  dormant  statutes,  arising  irom 
their  ahimbors,  menaced  the  Konconformista ;  and  the  truth  was 
revciilol  to  the  delighted  hierarchy,  that  the  Church  of  England 
was  atill  enthroned  in  the  alfoctions  of  the  English  people^ — ^tho 
very  typo  of  their  national  character — the  rcilectiou  of  their  calm 
goo*l  sense — of  their  reverence  for  hoar  authority — of  their  fastidious 
dist»At«  for  wh:itm-er  is  acinic,  impafisionotl,  and  self-assuming — of 
their  deliberate  preference  for  solid  sense,  even  when  oppressively 
dull,  to  mere  rhetoric,  however  animoted^and  for  their  love  to 
those  gmve  observances  and  ancient  forms  which  conduct  the  mind 
to  6(df^ommunion,  and  lay  open  to  the  heart  it«  long-accumulated 
treasure  of  hidden,  though  profound,  emotions.  Happy  ii'  the  con- 
fidence in  her  own  strvngth  excited  by  this  discovery,  bad  been 
blended  cither  wttli  the  forgivuiiess  a&d  the  love  which  thi-'  gor^pel 
teaches;  or  with  the  tolemtion  inculcated  by  bunmn  philosophy; 
or  with  the  prudence  which  nhould  he  derived  from  a  long  course 
of  suffering !     Twenty-eight  disgraceful  yeam  bad  then  been  blotted 
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from  the  annal.<t  of  the  ^Vngliuan  Cliurch,  and  perbapa  from  the 
socuUr  history  of  EagltLnd. 

The  lime  was  yet  unripe  for  avowed,  retaliation,  but  wronjjs  and 
indignitifis  fiuch  as  those  whir.h  the  KpiHCopalifins  had  surtpred,  wore 
neither  to  he  panloned  nor  unavenged.  Invited  by  the  King  to 
prepare  a  schcmo  cf  fiituro  church  povcmment,  JJaxtcr  and  his 
j  friends,  taking  ITsher's  "Reduction  of  Episcopacy"  as  their  basis, 
■presented  to  Charles  and  the  prelates  a  scheme  of  ecclesiastical 
jreform.  "  As  to  Arubhirthnp  Usher's  mo<lel  of  government,"  rejjlied 
the  bishops,  "  we  deeline  it  as  not  consistent  with  his  othnr  learned 
discourses  on  the  original  of  Episcopacy  and  of  metropoliUiis,  nor 
■with  the  King's  Bupremacy  in  cansea  ecclesiastical."  *'  Had  you 
read  Gerson,  Bueer,  Parker,  Baynep,  Salmasius,  Blondol,  &c.," 
.  lejoinod  lUxter,  "you  would  havn  seen  juflt  reason  given  for  our 
duaeut  from  the  ecclesiastical  hierarchy  as  established  in  England. 
You  wonld  easily  grant  that  diocese*  are  too  great,  if  you  had  ever 
coiLScionubly  tried  the  ta^sk  wiiich  Dp  Hammond  descriheth  as  the 
bishop's  work,  or  had  ever  believed  Ignatius'  and  others*  ancient 
descriptions  of  a  bishnp's  clmrch." 

To  what  issue  this  war  of  words  was  tending,  no  bystandftr  could 
doubt.  To  maintain  the  splendour  and  the  powers  of  Episcopacy, 
to  yield  nothing,  and  yob  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  a  direct  breach 
of  the  royal  word,  was  so  glaringly  the  object  of  the  Court,  that 
wilfUl  blindness  only  could  fail  to  penetrate  the  transparent  veil  of 
"The  Declaration"  fronietl  by  Clarendon  with  all  the  astuteness  of 
his  profession,  and  acce|it«d  by  the  Presbyterians  with  the  eagerness 
of  expiring  hope.  Baxtor  was  not  so  deceived.  In  rnmmon  with 
the  other  heads  of  his  party,  he  judged  the  faith  of  Charles  an 
iaadeqimte  security,  and  refused  the  proffered  mitre  of  Hereford  bls 
an  insidious  bribe. 

There  were  abundant  reasons  for  this  distrusL  Thanks  for  his 
gracious  purposes  in  favour  of  the  Nonconfonuiste  had  been  pie- 
Rented  to  the  Head  of  the  Church  by  the  House  of  Commons,  who 
immediately  afterwards,  at  the  instance  of  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State,  rejected  the  very  measure  which  had  kindled  iheir  ^titude. 
Three  months  had  scarcely  passed  since  the  Declaration  had  isftucd, 
when  an  Order  in  Council  proclaimed  the  illegality  of  all  religious 
meetings  held  without  the  walla  of  the  parochial  churches.  The 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  tlie  Statute  Book  were  daily  cement- 
ing their  alliance;  the  one  enlaiiged  by  a  suppliiifttion  for  '*gnice 
carefully  and  studiously  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  blessed  SJiint 
&nd  martyr "  who  had  now  attained  the  honours  of  cauonization ; 
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the  otlier  requirinii  tlin  officers  nf  all  corporoto  ami  port  tjswna  "  to 
tuke  the  sacrament  of  tliR  Lortra  supper  ;"  ami  to  swear  "that  it  is 
not  lawful,  upon  any  pretence  whnlsoovoT,  to  take  arms  agamst  the 
king,"  or  rmainst  •'  thane  comraissionefl  hy  htm," 

Amitlitt  thene  iKirJiameiitary  thuwlers  were  opened  the  conferencM 
of  thu  Kivciy,  whifli  were  to  reduce  to  a  defiiiit**  meaning  the  Dtyjlam- 
tionsof  Hredaand  of  WliiielialL  It  was  the  scene  of  iJaxtei's  triumph 
and  dfif^at— the  triumph  of  his  promptitude,  auhtlety,  and  bound- 
less resoun-'ea — tlie  defeat  nf  the  laat  hope  he  wiw  permitted  to 
indultre.  of  peace  to  himself  or  to  the  Church  of  which  he  was  then 
the  hright«st  ornament.  Tho  tocties  of  popular  HssemblieA  form  a 
ayiittiin  of  licensed  deceit ;  and  their  couventiotial  morality  tolorat«s 
tim  avowal  of  the  skill  by  which  the  anta^'oniat  party  has  benn 
overrcacht^i,  ami  crou  an  o[ien  exiiltalioD  iit  tho  mux^oss  of  such 
contrivances.  To  embarrass  tho  Prealiyterians  by  the  counte  of  the 
diwuasioD,  to  invent  plausible  pretexts  for  delays,  and  to  f^de  the 
ooutroventy  to  an  impotcot,  if  not  a  liidicroufl  close,  were  the  Hcaroelj 
eonoeiJed  ohjwtg  of  the  Epi.soopnliann.  Opposed  to  these  by  tlM 
fdebler  party  were  the  coEtrivan<;es  by  which  weakness  utiually  seeks 
to  evade  the  difficuliies  it  cannot  stem,  and  the  ciptiousncss  which 
few  can  rfeitrain  when  overlwme  by  tha  superior  force  of  uomben 
or  of  authority. 

Whoever  has  seen  a  i>arliament>  may  easily  imagine  s  Synod. 
Baxter  was  tho  leader  of  an  unpopular  oppa^ition, — the  Charles 
Fox  of  the  Savoy,  of  which  Morley  was  the  William  Pitt,  and  Gun- 
ning the  Henry  Dundas.  To  review  the  Book  of  Common  Pmj'Bii 
and  "  to  ailviw  and  consult  upon  the  same,  and  the  s«rvcraL  objec- 
tiouB  and  cxt'eptions  which  shall  bu  raised  against  tho  aame,"  wiu 
tho  tusk  ntsiRited  by  Charles  to  twelre  bishopfl,  nine  dort«rr»  at 
disnnity,  and  twenty-one  Presbyterian  divines.  £xalted  by  tb« 
aeelamation  of  the  whole  Episcopalian  party  to  tho  hwui  of  all 
htkuan  writing  not  without  sumo  doubts  whether  it  eh'iald  not 
ralhHr  ohm  with  tbose  of  the  sacreil  canon,  the  Book  of  Commca 
Prayer  was  pronounced  by  the  bishops,  at  the  o|)eninft  of  the  ooa- 
fareniica,  to  be  exempt  fn>m  any  errurs  which  tlicy  coidd  detect,  and 
iftcApabte  of  any  improveraonts  which  they  could  surest.  They 
could  not  therefore  advance  to  the  encounter  until  their  antng^iiiata 
sbnuld  have  unrollMi  the  long  catalogue  ot  their  hostile  criticisms 
Bikl  projeetcxl  amendments. 

From  such  a  challt^nge  it  was  not  in  Baxt«r's  nature  to  shi^ok, 
tbnujfh  warniMl  by  hta  sanwialtiB  of  the  molirea  by  which  it  wm 
dictated  and  of  the  dangers  In  which  it  would  leaiL  "  liishop 
Sheldun,"  says  Huruct,  "  baw  well  enough  what  the  effect  would  be 
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of  ohli^'nj?  them  to  nuiko  all  their  dcnwimld  at  oncn,  that  Iho  num- 
bfiT  would  raifio  a  miglity  outcry  against  tlieiu  as  a  pnople  thiU-  could 
never  be  satisfierl"  In  fourteen  days  Baxter  hn<l  prcpnrtMt  a  ni*w 
litnr^y.  In  a  few  more  he  hud  completed  his  olijealiona  to  the 
former  rahric,  wn'th  an  humblp  pntitMin  for  pcacn  and  imlnl(;;*mee- 
Fiwt  anil  Ibick  flew  over  the  fiiUl  the  nii9."il«fl  of  theological  thmea 
hoforo  thi:  closer  confticta  of  oral  debate.  This  was  w(^'«d  in  high 
dialectic  latitudes.  Take  the  foUowiojj;  example:- — "That  com- 
mand" (we  qnot«  the  Episcopalian  proponiiuT)  "which  enjoina 
oaly  an  D<>t  in  it«4<tlf  lawful,  and  no  ntbur  act  wlii>n^hy  an  nnjuat 
penalty  is  enjoined,  or  luiy  circuniatance  wbenco  directly  nr  /wr 
twr.vlftLf  any  sin  is  consi>quent,  which  the  commander  ou^ht  to  pro- 
vide against,  huth  in  it  all  tliinjts  requisite  to  tlie  lawfulnt^ss  of  a 
oommiinil,  aud  particularly  cannot  be  charycd  with  etijoiuin^  an  act 
per  a/xulem  unlawful,  nor  of  coramandinj;  an  act  undtr  an  imjuat 
penalty,"  Aa  an  Indian  linteiis  to  the  war-cry  of  a  hostile  tril>e, 
llaxt^T  hcanl  the  announccmcMt  of  tliii  heretical  dnct,iii.c,  and 
plunged  hciidlonR  into  the  ii^'ht  Ponrinw  forth  his  boundless 
atorea  of  metapbysical,  moral,  and  scholaEtio  spcnulntion,  hu  altoni- 
tttely  plun>fpd  and  soared  beyond  the  reach  of  orrlinary  vision — 
di8fcin(5iiiabe<l  and  i|nnlilied,  quoted  and  fnibtillaeil,  till  his  voice  was 
drowned  "in  nni^i-.  and  confusion,  and  high  retlection»  on  his  dark 
jand  cloudy  imagination."  Ilishop  Sanderson,  the  Moflerator,  ad- 
Mud^e<I  the  pabn  of  victory  tn  his  opponent.  "  Baxter  and  Onn- 
ning"  (the  words  are  liurnct'a)  "spent  several  days  in  logical 
arguing,  to  the  diversion  of  the  town,  Avbo  looked  upon  them  us  a 
couple  of  fenw-re,  engiiged  iu  a  dispiilo  that  cotUd  not  be  brou|^ht  to 
any  end."  It  bad,  however,  reached  the  only  end  which  the  King 
and  his  nduisen*  h^id  ever  c<5ntemplated.  An  api.tlo^jy  had  been  made 
for  tho  breai^h  of  the  royal  pronmn.  Ilonccfnrth  tbu  Prcsbyleriuns 
ini^^ht  be  denounced  as  men  M-hom  reason  could  not  convince,  and 
who  were  tbcroforo  jujatly  (pven  up  to  the  coercion  of  penal  laws. 
To  cast  on  them  a  still  dee^KT  i^iade  of  contumacy,  some  few  trifling 
iCbaiiges  were  made  in  the  liubric  by  the  Convoeation.  Tlie  Church 
|was  required  to  celi^brate  the  martyniom  of  the  tirst  Charles,  and 
leatoration  of  the  second, — that  "most  rfili-^tiwie  and  (gracious 
(tho  last  an  epithet  with  which  in  the  same  eentence  ih^ 
'monarch  w;i8  complimented  and  the  Deity  invoke*!);  anrl,  as  if 
siUIl  more  certiiiuly  to  e.Kclude  fr^un  her  pale  those  who  had  sued  in 
J  vain  for  entrance,  Bel  and  the  Itrngon,  and  utbpr  worthier  of  tho 
^Apocr>'pha,  were  now  called  to  take  their  atalions  in  her  weekly 

Had  Charloe  been  permitted  to  follow  Uts  dictates  of  hia  own 
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easy  natnra,  or  of  his  rfiligious  prcili lections,  lie  would  (thong}!  for 
precisely  opposite  reasons)  have  em'ilated  the  zeal  of  Cronnvt-U  for 
liberty  of  conscienoe.     He  would  platUy  have  secured  that  frcedomj 
to  his  Uoman  Catholic  subjuetfl ;  ami  would  still  mure  gladly  havel 
rclif-'ved  himself  from  the  trouble  of  pereeculiuf?  the  Pnitejitankl 
Di?s-rnter5.     Hut  tho  timn  was  still  unripe  for  such  hazanUms  ex- 
perimeuts.     At  the  dictation  of  Clawudon,  he  was  made  to  assoro 
Lis  ParliameDt  that  he  was  "  as  much  in  love  with  the  Book  of 
Common  Piayer  as  they  rould  wish,  and  had  prejudices  enough 
aj^ainat  thoee  who  did  not  love  it."     Witldu  two  ytjurs  from  Ins  re- 
turn, the  depth  and  sincerity  of  this  affection  were  attcAle<!  l)y  the 
imprisoumeut  of  more  than  four  thousand  Quakers,  and  }:y  the  pro-j 
mulj^tion  of  tho  Act  of  Uniformity.     Among  the  two  thousondfl 
clergymen  whom  tliis  law  excluded  from  the  Church,  Baxter  waa 
on  every  account  the  most  conspicuous.     }Ie  had  refused  the  bi- 

opric  of  Hereford,  and  the  united  interest  of  Charles  and  Claivo.- 
ou  had  been  exerted  in  vain  (so  with  most  elaborate  h3Tiocri8y  it 
was  pretended)  to  recover  for  him  a  curacy  at  Kidderminster.  Ho 
for  ever  quitted  that  scene  of  liie  a]iostolic  labours ;  and,  in  the 
forty-seventh  year  of  his  agi-',  bowed  down  with  bodily  iiitirmities, 
WHS  driven  from  his  home  and  his  weepinj;  con^;rc^it;on,  to  [mlbs 
the  remainder  of  his  Hfo  in  loathsome  jails  or  precarious  hiding- 
places  ;  there  to  aclueve,  in  penurj'  and  almost  ceaseless  puiu.  works 
without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  English  theological  literature, 
for  tht'.ir  extent,  or  their  prodigality  of  intellectual  weidth. 

^litude  was  not  amnngst  the  aggravations  of  his  lot,  Alargaret 
Chjirlton  was  a  lady  of  gcnlU;  birth,  rich  In  the  gifts  of  nature  and 
of  fortune.  She  dwelt  in  her  mother's  house  at  Kiddenninster, 
where  both  [wiront  and  child  found  in  Uaxt^ir  Ihoir  teacher  and 
spiritual  guide.  "In  her  youth,  pride  and  romances,  and  coniiNiny 
suitable  thereto,  <lid  take  her  up."  Hut  sickness  came,  and  Lo 
niiuietereil  to  her  anxieties ;  and  liealth  returned,  and  Iio  led  the 
thanksgiving  of  the  congregatinn  ;  and  them  were  mental  conll 
in  which  he  sustained  her,  and  works  of  mercy  in  which  he  direob 
her,  and  notes  were  made  of  his  sermons,  and  passagt^s  were  It 
scrilied  from  his  consolatory  letten,  and  gradually — but  whone 
to  he  told  the  result  t 

Margaret  was  no  ordinary  woman.  Her  " strangely  vivid  wit* 
is  ceh'brated  by  the  admirable  John  Uowe  ;  and  her  wiiUiwed  hue- 
Ijrtnd,  in  "'Hie  breviato  of  her  life,"  has  drawn  ft  portrait  tha 
orijiiiwl  of  which  it  wouhl  have  been  r.Tirninnl  not  to  love,     Tlmid|i 

ntle.  and  resen'e<l,  ani  nurwyl  amidst  all  the  luxuries  of  her  age,  ' 
henrt  was  tliu  abode  of  affecttuus  bo  intense,  and  of  fortitude  so 
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euduring,  tliiit  hor  meek  Bpirit,  impatient  of  one  selBsh  wish,  pro- 
gredfively  acquiri»il  all  tlm  1ien>i«m  uf  bonovolence^  and  seeniGd  at 
leugth  incapable  of  nno  selfiah  fear.  In  prison,  in  8icku«!^8,  iu  evil 
]V|)ort,  in  ercr)'  form,  of  danger  an>l  Citiguu,  she  was  still  with  una- 
but(^<i  chc^rfiilnc^  at  the  side  of  him  to  whom  she  bad  plcdgoil  hiir 
coujugiil  faith  ; — j)i-oii]pting  hiin  to  the  dischaigc  of  uvery  duty, 
calming  tbu  uspecilii'^  uf  his  temper,  his  lusociato  in  uuniimhci'ed 
acts  of  philaiitiiropy,  ombelliabiug  his  humble  borne  by  tho  little 
aria  with  u'bich  a  coltivated  mind  im[>arts  iU  own  grac^fiilncfis  to 
the  incniicftt  dwcUing-pkco ;  and  during  the  ninetrt-n  ycnnt  of 
their  union  joining  with  him  in  one  imbroken  strain  of  filial 
affiance  to  tha  Divine  mercy,  and  of  a  grateCul  adomtion  for  tho 
Divine  goodness.  Her  tastes  and  habita  had  been  moulded  into  a 
perfect  conformity  to  his.  He  celebrates  her  catholic  charity  to 
the  opponeotfl  of  their  religioua  opinions,  and  her  indexible  ad- 
herence to  her  own ;  her  high  esteem  of  the  active  and  pusaivo 
virtues  of  the  ChtiBtion  life,  as  conti-ostcd  with  a  barren  orthodoxy  ; 
her  noble  disinlenMl«dnes8,  hor  skill  in  casuistry,  her  love  of  music, 
and  her  medicinal  artfi. 

Peace  be  to  the  verses  which  he  poured  out  not  to  extol  but  to 
animate  her  devotion.  If  Margaret  was  wcoeil  in  strains  over  which 
^-fiaehariiisa  would  Imve  alumberpd,  Itaxtor's  tinnouth  rhymes  have  a 
charm  which  Waller's  lyrics  cannot  boost — the  charm  of  purity, 
and  reverence,  and  truth.  The  Eloise  of  Abeiard  and  tbe  i-!loiae  of 
ItousAeau,  revealing  hut  too  accurately  one  of  tlie  dark  cbamlwrs  of 
the  human  heart,  have  poisoned  the  imaginntiuu,  and  rontbred  it 
dillicuU  to  ronceivo  of  such  Uvs  as  tliose  which  first  drew  togetlicr 
tho  souls  of  the  Nonconformist  minister  and  hia  pupil ; — he  ap- 
proaching his  liftieth  and  she  scarcely  past  her  twentieth  ycav ;  he 
stricken  with  penury,  disease,  and  persecution,  and  she  iu  the  en- 
joyment of  afHuonce  and  of  the  world's  alluring  smiles.  It  was  not 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  that  wit  or  wiU  were  wanting  to  ridicule 
or  to  upbraid  such  espousals.  Grave  men  sighed  over  the  weakness 
of  the  venerable  divine  ;  and  gay  men  disported  themselves  with  so 
effective  an  incident  in  the  tragi-comody  of  life.  Much  had  the 
great  moralist  written  upon  tho  iK'nefits  of  clerical  cctiboi-y,  but, 
"when  he  said  so,  he  thought  that  he  should  die  a  bachelor," 
Something  he  wrote  as  follows,  in  defence  of  his  altered  opinions : 
— *'Tbe  unsiiitableness  of  our  age,  and  my  former  knonni  purposes 
against  maniage  and  against  the  convenioncy  of  ministers'  marriage, 
who  have  no  sort  of  necessity,  made  our  marriage  the  matter  of 
much  talk  ;"  but  ho  most  judiciously  proceeds,  "the  true  opening 
of  her  caso  and  njine,  aad  the  many  strange  occurreuceB  which 
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brought  it  to  pass,  would  take  awny  the  wonder  of  hor  friends  and 
mine  that  knew  hh,  and  the  nntice  of  it  wonld  much  conduce  to  the 
understanding  of  some  other  pamagos  of  our  Uvea.  Yet  wis© 
friends,  hy  whom  I  am  advised,  think  it  lieiter  (o  omit  ptich  per- 
sonal pftrticiilaritics  at  this  time.  Both  m  her  cuae  and  in  mine 
there  was  much  extraordinary,  which  it  doth  not  mnch  concern  the 
world  to  he  acquainted  with." 

Under  this  apology,  13  Teiled  the  fact  that  Mar^n^t  hrrfelf  flret 
felt,  or  first  hetrayerl  the  truth,  that  a  ftuhhinary  nHk-tion  had 
blended  itself  with  their  devotional  fiH^linj^s  ;  and  that  she  encour- 
aged him  to  claim  that  plm>e  in  her  henrt  which  in  the  holiest  nf 
human  bein^a  will  still  remain  acce«jible  to  ft  merely  human  syra- 
pathy.  It  wae  an  atticluuent  hallowed  on  eithur  fiide  hy  all  that 
can  give  dignity  to  the  passions  to  wliich  all  are  alike  subject.  To 
her  it  allbnle*!  the  daily  delight  of  supportinj;  in  hia  giKnniic 
lahonra,  and  of  soothing  in  hiB  nnromitted  cares,  a  hnshaml  who 
repaid  hec  tendemeaa  with  unceasing  love  and.  gratitude.  To  hixn 
it  gave  a  friend  whose  presence  was  tranquillity,  who  tempered  by 
her  milder  wisdom,  ami  graced  hy  her  snpeiior  elegam-e,  tnd 
exaltwl  by  her  more  eonlidiiig  piety,  whatever  was  austerv.  or  rude, 
or  distruHitfuI  in  his  nigK'^^l  r.hHr;ict«r.  After  all,  it  must  >«  ctm- 
feased  that  the  story  will  not  fall  handsomely  into  any  niche  in  the 
chrohielefl  of  romance  ;  though,  even  in  that  light,  (.'ral-he  or  Mar- 
moutel  would  have  made  aomething  k*(  it.  Yet,  uusupportwl  by 
any  powers  of  mimUive,  it  is  a  tale  which  ^vill  nev«r  want  its 
interest,  so  long  jw  delight  shall  he  felt  111  contemplating  the  eub- 
mission  of  the  sternest  and  moat  powerfiil  minds  to  that  kindly 
intiuenco  whioh  cements  and  blcssca,  and  which  should  ennoble 
human  society. 

Ctver  the  declining  years  of  Baxter's  life,  friendehip,  as  well  as 
eoDJugal  love,  threw  a  glow  of  consolation  which  no  man  evee 
neadad  or  ever  valued  more.  His  affHctionate  reconl  nf  his  asw 
ciart«s  has  rescnad  some  of  their  names  from  oblivion.  Such  is  tho 
case  with  "good  old  Simon  ^Vsh,  who  went  seasonably  to  heaven  at 
the  ver^'  time  he  wan  to  be  cast  oat  of  the  church ;  who,  having  a 
good  eHtate,  and  a  very  good  wife,  incUneil  to  entertainments  and 
liberality,  kept  a  house  much  frequented  by  niiiiLsters.  wIictb, 
always  cheprfal,  without  profuse  laughter  or  levity,  and  nerer 
troubled  with  donbtings,"  he  imparted  to  olbers  that  gaiety  nf  him 
own  heart,  and  died  as  he  had  Hvnl,  "  in  great  consolation  and 
cheerful  exeru^ise  of  faith,  molested  with  no  fears  or  doubts,  exceed- 
ingly glad  of  the  company  of  his  frienda,  and  greatly  encoomgn^ 
all  about  him."    Such  also  was  "good  Mr  James  Walton,  oonunoidy 
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called  tho  TveppiniK  prophet;  of  a  moat  holy,  hUraeless  life,  and, 
though  learriefi,  greatly  averse  to  controversy  and  dispule  ;"  a  man 
who  hnd  struggled  successfully  against  const itutinnnl  melancholy, 
until,  "troubled  with  tho  sad  case  of  the  Church  and  the  multitndo 
of  luinlatera  vast  out,  and  at  his  own  uuseniceablciices,  he  con- 
•nmed  to  death." 

To  the  Democritiu  and  the  Ileraclitaa  of  Xonconformity,  a 
for  greater  name  succeeds  in  the  cjitalogue  of  Baxtfir's  frii»nd8. 
In  the  village  of  Acton,  .Sir  Mntthov  Hale  had  found  an  occasioDol 
n'treat  from  the  caree  of  his  judicial  life;  and  devoted  his  leisure 
to  science  and  theology-,  and  to  BOKiaJ  int^n'ourae  wjth  ilie  ejected 
Konc-onfomiiat.  Tn  an  aj^e  of  civil  strife,  he  had  proposed  to 
himself  tho  example  of  Attieos,  and  Uko  that  accomplished  pureon, 
endiyivoured  to  avert  the  enmity  of  the  oontendin^  parties  by  the 
fearless  diftcharge  of  hia  dnlios  to  all,  without  ministering  to  the 
seltifih  eiidn  of  any.  The  Ixugal  simplicity  of  his  ImbiU,  hia  nn- 
affectetl  piety  and  studious  pursuits,  enabled  him  to  keep  tlua 
hazardous  puth  with  general  eatoein,  though  he  was  more  indebted 
for  ssfely  tn  his  unrivalled  fmiinence  as  a  lH^V}'er  and  a  judge. 
Though  Cromwell  and  I-udlow  revolted  against  tho  Papal  authority 
of  Westminster  llall,  their  age  lagged  far  behind  them.  In  the 
overthrow  of  all  other  institutiona,  the  courts  i«  which  Forte«<;uo 
ftod  Coke  had  expluineil  or  invented  tlio  tmmcinoriul  oustoma 
of  England,  were  slill  the  objects  of  universal  venenUion ;  and  the 
supremacy  of  the  luw  secured  to  its  sages  the  homage  of  tfa« 
people.  Never  was  it  n^nderod  more  justly  than  to  Ilalc.  With 
the  exception  of  Kogcr  North  we  re-mcmhcr  no  historian  of  that 
day  who  does  not  bear  on  uniiualiliod  testimony  to  his  nprigfatnees, 
to  the  surpassing  compass  of  hia  profeaaioual  Iearniitg»  and  the 
exquisite  skill  «'ith  which  it  was  employed  That  afp«eable, 
though  moat  prejudiced  writer,  nTuses  him  not  only  tliia,  hut  tho 
ntill  higher  prnise  of  spotless  patriotimm,  and  ridicules  his  pruten- 
sinns  as  a  philosopher  and  divino,  Iiaxt«r,  an  incompambly  betUr 
jadge^  thought  far  otherwisa  In  the  learning  in  which  he  himself 
excelled  all  others,  he  assigned  a  high  station  to  Hole ;    and  has 

^lecorded  that  hie  "  conference,  mostly  about  the  immortality  of  the 
nal  and  other  philot}uphi<»l  aud  foundation  points,  was  so  odif^ing^ 
that  his  very  questtons  and  objertinns  did  help  me  to  more  light 
than  (ttlier  men's  solutions."  Diffi'ring  on  thoso  subjects  which 
then  agitated  society,  their  mind^,  enlargM  by  nobler  contempla- 
tions, rose  far  above  the  controversies  of  their  agci ;  and  were 
united  in  elTorta  for  their  mutual  improvement,  and  for  advancing 

'  the  interests  of  religion,  truth,  and  virtue.     It  wis  a  grave  and 
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severe,  bat  an  nffeclionate  fricii<iship ;  aucb  as  can  subsist  only 
"between  men  who  hftvo  lived  in  the  }iahitual  restraiut  of  their 
lower  faculties,  and  in  the  strenuous  culture  of  thoee  p<>wera 
which  they  believe  to  be  deatinod  hereidior,  and  to  bo  ripening  now, 
for  an  iudetinite  expansion  and  au  immortal  existence. 

From  such  intercourse  Baxter  was  rudely  cjJled  away.  Not 
eatisfted  with  the  rigid  unironiiity  of  profes-strd  belief  and  external 
observances  amou^st  the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church,  Parlia^ 
ment  had  denounced  a  scale  of'  penalties  graduated  from  fine  to 
banwhineut  t^j  tlie  pliiiitiittont,  against  Uics  who  should  attend 
any  other  f^rm  of  reH^^ious  woi-shij),  even  in  private  houaes,  whore 
luory  than  fivi;  stmuyers  ahould  Ik;  present.  At  Acton,  a  personage 
of  no  menu  importance  watched  over  the  eccloaiasticil  disciptino 
of  the  paridh.  "  Dr  Kyrcs,  rt-ctor  of  that  church  and  of  Iludluy, 
dean  of  Windsor  and  of  Wolverhampton,  and  chaplain  in  orrlinary 
to  the  King,"  nouM  not  [Kiliently  ymluru  the  in-eyularitios  of  liie 
]earne<l  neighbour.  The  Dean  indeed  oflieiatud  by  deputy,  and 
his  cm-ate  was  a  raw  and  ignorant  youth;  and  Baxter (uu  occaaiuuol 
conformist)  was  a  regular  attendant  on  all  tbo  sacred  ofiices. 
Itut  he  refused  the  Oxlbrd  oath,  and  at  his  domestic  wondiip 
there  were  sometimes  found  more  than  the  utalutable  addition 
to  the  family  circle.  Such  oflences  demanded  expiation.  He  was 
committed  to  CLe-rkenwell  gaol ;  and  when  at  length  dischur^od 
from,  it,  was  compelled  to  seek  a  new  and  more  In^spi  table 
residence.  lie  had  his  revenge.  It  was  to  obtain,  thr'>ugh  the 
influence  of  one  of  his  most  zealous  disciples,  the  charter  whif.h 
incorporaies  the  ori'jifial  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Ooepel  * — a  return  of  good  for  evil  for  which  his  name  might  well 
displace  those  of  some  of  the  saints  in  the  calendar. 

While  the  plagno  was  depopulating  London,  and  the  silenced 
clergymen  wer«  discharging  the  unenvied  office  of  watching  over 
thu  midtitude  appointed  to  death,  the  King  and  Clarendon,  at  a 
secure  distance  from  the  contagion,  wore  employed  in  framing  the 
Statute  which  denounced  the  most  rigid  punishment  against  axiy 
nouconfoniiist  miniater  who  should  approach  within  five  miles  of 
any  town  in  Kn;;land,  or  of  any  parish  in  which  he  had  fonucrly 
officiated.  Totteridge,  a  hamlet,  round  which  a  circle  of  ten  mile* 
diameter  could  be  drawn  without  including  any  of  the  residences 

*  Tbtt  Bocioty  wliirh  now'  bean  that  nun«  is  ub  instttvticin  of  lat^  datc^ 
fbuadrd  en  the  model  or  tbiit  for  the  establishment  of  wtiich  Baiter  bdxrarcd, 
■nd  dpsi^od  to  Hupcreedc  it-,  jnrt  lu  the  "Nitionul  School  Societjr"  followed 
OD  the  "  Uritiali  ud  Fondgn  Suhoul  Society,"  or  King's  College,  Loudon,  ou  tbu 
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thns  proscribed  to  Biixter,  became  his  next  abode,  btit  was  not  pei^ 
milted  to  be  a  place  of  secnrity  or  rest.  His  indp.iVitignbln  pen  bad 
produced  a  paraphraRe  on  the  New  Testament,  where  the  kwin 
scrutiny  of  his  enemies  detected  libels,  to  l)o  refuted  only  by  the 
logic  of  the  court  and  prison  of  the  King's  Kench.  From  the 
records  of  that  court,  Mr  Orrae,  the  editor  of  Baxter's  works,  has 
extracted  the  indictment,  which  sets  forth  that  "  Riclianbia  Baxter, 
pertiuna  »editin^a  et  factiosa,  pravie  mentis,  impiic,  inquietce,  tur- 
bulent' disposition*  et  conversation';" — "folso,  iUicito,  injuste, 
noquit',  factiosc,  scditiosc,  ot  irrcligioso,  fecit,  composuit,  scripsit 
quendam  faldum,  seditiosuin,  UheUosum,  factiosutii,  ot  intjligiosum 
libriim."'  The  classical  pleader  proceeds  in  a  vein  of  unconscious 
humour  to  justify  these  Iianl  words  by  the  use  of  the  figure  called, 
wo  believe,  a  "  vcUicH  "  by  those  whu  now  luhal  'M  the  ancient  abode 
of  the  Knights  Templars.  "  It  is  folly,"  says  the  paraphriwe,  *'  to 
doubt  whether  there  be  devils,  while  devils  incamato  dwell  amongst 
us  hero"  (cloricos  pred'  hiyns  n^gni  Angl'  innuendo).  "What  else 
but  devils  could  make  cerBniunious  hypocrites"  (clericos  ppwi' 
innttendr)f  *' men  that  preach  in  Christ's  name"  (deipsum  R.  B. 
et  al' seditionas  et  fHcttnwis  person*  innuendo),  "therefore,  are  not 
to  be  silenced  if  they  do  mora  harm  than  good.  Dreadfail  then  ia 
the  case  of  men"  (episcopos  ot  mini.'^tTos  justitinj  infr*  hujus  n*gnt 
VngF  innuendo)  "that  «ileni;e  Christ's  faithful  miniiiterg"  (saipsnm 
B.  et  al'  seditioBiie  et  factiosas  person*  innuendo), 
Anstey  and  Georpj  Stevens  were  dull  feilowa  compare<l  with 
ibe  great  originals  from  which  they  drew.  L'Estnuge  himself 
might  have  taken  a  lesson  in  ibe  art  of  defamation,  from  this 
innuendoinr*  special  ]>lcailcr.  But  the  absurdity  wag  crowned  by 
the  conduct  of  the  triiil.  There  were  [laBgagefl  in  the  jndicial  career 
of  Jeffries  in  which  abhorrence,  disgust,  indignation,  and  all  other 
feelings  of  the  sterner  kind,  gave  way  to  the  irresistible  sense  of  tho 
ludicrous ;  an'l,  "  to  be  grave  exceeds  all  powers  of  face,"  even 
when  reading  the  uamilive  of  this  proceeding,  which  was  drawn  up 
by  one  of  the  spectators.  The  Judge  entered  the  court  with  his  face 
flaming,  "he  snorted  and  squeaked,  blew  hia  nose  ami  cluncbod  his 
liands,  ami  liiWI  up  his  isyes,  mimicking  thnir  manner,  and  mnning 
on  furiously,  as,  ho  said,  they  used  to  pray."  The  ermined  buffoon 
extorted  a  smile  even  from  the  Xon conformists  themselves.  Pol- 
lexfen,  the  leading  counsel  for  the  defence,  gave  in  to  the  humour, 
and  attempted  to  gain  attention  ft>r  Ids  argument  by  a  jest..  "  My 
Ijord,"  he  said,  "some  will  think  it  a  hanl  measure  to  stop  these 
men's  mouths,  and  not  to  let  them  sp^afc  through  their  noses." 
"  Polle.xfen,"  aaid  Jeffries,  '*  I  know  you  woU.     You  aro  the  patron 
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of  the  faction  ;  iKia  is  an  old  rogue,  who  haa  poieoned  the  world  intr 
Jiis  Kidilei  minster  doctrine.  He  encouraged  all  Iho  woniun  to 
bring  their  btxlkin*  and  tliiniblcs,  to  carry  on  tliw  war  agaiujit  their 
King,  of  ever-blessuii  memory.  An  old  schianiatical  knavi^ — » 
hvpocrittcal  villain ! "  "  My  Loi-d,"  replied  the  counsel,  *'  Mr 
Baxter's  loyal  ami  peaceable  Bpii-jt,  Kiiig  Clmrled  wouid  have 
rewarded  with  a  bishopric,  when  he  came  in,  if  he  woiUil  bave  cjn- 
fejrmed."  "Aye,"  said  the  jofl^,  "wo  know  that ;  but  what  ailed 
the  old  blotikboad,  the  nntbanktid  villain,  that  he  would  not  coa- 
furml  la  he  wiser  or  better  tban  otlicr  men  (  He  hath  been,  ever 
since,  the  spring  of  the  faction.  I  am  sure  he  hath  poisoned  tho 
world  with  Ilia  lin^fty-woolsey  doctrine — a  coneeiteil,  stul/bom, 
fanatical  tlog ! "  Afl«r  one  roimsel,  and  anotlier,  hud  been  over- 
homo  by  the  fury  of  JeflilBS,  Baxter  himself  look  up  the  aixument^ 
**  My  li)rd,"  he  said,  "  I  have  been  so  moderate  with  respect  X*-*  the 
Church  of  Euglanil,  that  I  Lave  incurrod  the  censure  of  many  of  tha 
Biasontens  on  that  account."  "  Haj^ter  for  Bishops,"  exclaimed  the 
judge,  "  ia  a  meiTy  conceit  indeed !  Turn  to  it,  turn  to  it ! "  On 
this  one  of  the  counsel  turned  to  a  pa^auge  in  the  libol,  which  stated, 
"that  great  respect  is  due  to  tboae  tnily  called  hishcips  amongst  ua." 
"Aye,"  said  Jeffries,  "this  is  your  I'resbyterian  cant,  tmfi/  callcil 
to  he  bishops ;  tliat  is,  of  hiniseli^  and  auch  rascals,  called  the 
Bishops  of  Kidderminster,  and  other  such  places.  Tho  bishops  sot 
apart  by  such  factious,  sniv<;lling  Presbyterians  as  himaclf ;  a  Kid- 
derminster bishop  he  means,  when,  accoitling  to  the  saying  uf  a  late 
learned  author,  every  parish  shall  maintain  a  tithe-pig  metropnlitaa." 
Baxter  offering  to  speak  ngniii,  Jeffries  explode<1  in  the  following 
apostrophe :  "  Kichard !  Kichard  I  dost  thou  think  here  to  [toisun 
the  court?  Richard,  thou  art  an  old  fellow — on  old  kiLavo ;  thou 
liattt  written  Umks  enough  to  load  a  cart,  eveiy  one  as  fall  of 
sedition,  I  might  say  treason,  as  an  egg  is  full  of  moat.  Hadst  thuu 
been  whipped  out  of  thy  writing  trade  forty  ycArs  ago,  it  bad  U't;u 
happy.  I  know  thou  hist  a  mighty  party,  and  1  soe  a  gnsit  many 
of  tho  brotherhooil  in  comers,  waiting  to  see  what  will  bycoiue  of 
tlieir  mighty  Dun,  and  a  doctor  of  your  party  at  your  elbow  ;  but 
I  will  crush  you  all.  Come,  what  do  you  aay  for  yourstdf,  you  old 
knaro — come,  speak  up,  what  doth  he  say  t  1  am  not  afraid  of 
him,  or  of  all  the  snivelliug  calves  you  have  gut  about  yiai." — 
alluding  to  some  porMns  who  wore  in  teara  at  this  scene.  **  Your 
Lordship  neod  not,"  aaid  Ba^er,  "for  I'll  not  hurt  you.  Bat  thtsM 
things  will  sorely  he  undert^tond  one  thiy ;  wlmt  f(H>lit  one  sort  nf 
Protestante  are  made,  to  prosecute  the  other."  Tlien  lifting  up  hia 
eyoi  to  Heareo,  he  said,  "  I  am  not  concemed  to  answer  such  stall. 


but  nm  Tewiy  to  prodoce  my  vritiiigs,  in  eoufatation  of  all  Uiia ; 
and  my  life  and  convenatiou  are  knoirn  to  nuny  in  tlits  nation.** 

The  jury  returned  a  vordiot  of  guilty,  and,  but  for  llie  rosistance 
of  the  other  judges,  Jel&iea  would  Imve  addtxl  whipping  through 
the  city,  to  tlie  sentence  of  imprison  men  t.  It  wan  to  conlinttp!  until 
the  prisoner  eliould  havo  jwid  fivo  hundred  maika.  BaxttT  wiw  At 
that  time  in  his  sevi'ntititli  year.  A  childless  mdower,  proaiiing 
under  agonina  of  bodily  pain,  and  reduced  by  former  peraeculituw  to 
sell  all  that  he  possestiuJ,  he  entered  the  King'd  Bench  prison  in 
utter  poverty  :  and  remained  there  for  nearly  two  yeara,  hopule^  of 
any  other  abode  on  earth.  But  the  hope  of  a  uiansioti  of  etvrnal 
peace  and  love  raiaed  him  beyond  the  reach  of  Inunaa  tyranny.  He 
possessed  his  loul  in  pntionca  Wise  and  f*ood  men  rpAortfHl  to  bis 
prison,  and  brought  b(u:k  from  him  greetings  to  his  distant  &iends, 
and  maxims  of  pioty  iind  prudence.  Happy  in  tlie  review  of  a  well- 
spent  life,  and  still  liiippier  in  the  prospect  of  iU  early  cloeje,  his 
spirit  enjoyed  a  culm  for  which  Ida  eueniies  might  have  jo)-fidly 
nsigned  tlieir  mitrcfl  and  their  thrones.  His  pi'n,  the  faiOiful  rom- 
panion  of  his  troubles,  as  of  his  joys,  stdi  jilied  tliu  Herc-uleiui  tasks 
whicli  habit  had  rendered  not  merely  easy,  but  delightful  to  him ; 
and  whixt  mattered  Llie  ^J<^my  wallii  or  the  nber«ne  riot  of  a  gaol, 
while  ha  was  free  to  wiuiiler  from  early  dawn  to  nighiikll  over  the 
■liblima  heights  of  devntion,  or  through  the  in  terminable,  but,  to 
him,  not  pathlsss.  wilderness  of  psycholog}' )  There  pain  and 
mortal  siekneBS  were  unheeded,  and  even  his  long-Jost  wife  forgotten, 
or  remembered  uidy  that  he  might  rejoice  In  the  nearer  approach 
of  their  indissoluble  re-uuion.  The  altered  policy  of  the  Court 
restored  htm  fur  a  while  to  the  questionable  advaiitago  of  bodily 
freedom.  "  At  this  time,"  says  the  younjier  Calomy,  "he  talked 
about  another  world  like  one  that  had  been  there,  and  was  comn  as 
an  express  from  thence  to  make  a  report  concerning  it."  Jtut  age, 
lickiieM,  and  persecution  bad  done  their  work.  His  material  frame 
gare  way  to  the  preasiire  of  disease;  though,  in  the  laiigiui^ru  of  one 
I  of  his  last  af»o<'iiiUs,  "  his  soul  abode  mtionol.  atmng  iu  fuitli  and 
I  hope."  That  liia  dying  honrs  were  ogitatod  by  tlie  doubts  which 
I  had  clouded  hid  earlier  days,  has  been  of^«n,  but  erroneou-tly,  aa- 
I  aerted.  With  manly  tnth,  ho  rejected,  as  affectation,  the  wish  for 
death,  to  which  some  preteud.  He  aasumtul  no  stoical  iudi^erencu 
to  pain,  and  indulged  in  no  unhallowed  familiarity  on  those  awful 
aubjecta  which  occupy  the  tlioughts  of  him  whose  eye  is  closing  on 
sublunoi;  things,  and  is  ilireetcd  to  an  instant  eternity.  In  profound 
lowliness,  with  a  settled  reliauee  on  the  Divine  mercy,  reiKiating  at 
fireqoeut  intervals  the  prayer  of  the  Kedeomer  on  whom  his  hoj>6s 
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reposed,  oud  broathing  oot  "benedictions  on  tlioee  who  encircled  bia 
djrin^'  hvi],  ho  pasfied  away  fn.>tii  a  life  of  alinortt  uiifqunllul  toil  and 
BuffcriiiR,  to  a  now  condition  of  cxietence,  where  he  doubted  not 
enjoy  that  pcifout  confonnity  of  the  Liunan  to  the  Divine  iriJI, 
irhiclt,  during  his  lung  and  painful  pilgrijuage,  it  had  heun  hia  ^ 
lees  labour  U)  attain. 

Hie  record  of  the  solitary,  rather  than  of  the  social,  hours  of 
man  of  lottvre,  innst  form  the  staple  of  Iiis  biography ;  yet  be  nins 
be  a  gtieniious  reader,  who  should  be  able,  from  liis  own  knowledge^! 
to  prepare  snch  a  record  of  the  fhiits  of  Richard  Baxter's  solitude. 
After  a  familiarity  of  many  years  with  his  writings,  we  must  avow., 
that  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  yolumes  comprised  in  tha 
catalogue  of  his  printed  works,  there  are  many  which  we  have  nerep^ 
opened,  and  many  with  wliich  we  can  boast  but  a  very  slight  ao- 
quaintant'L'v     These,  however,  are  such  as  (tti  burrov  a  phrase  ixaz 
Sir  llallam)  have  ceased  to  belong  to  men,  and  have  become  the  pr 
pert)'  of  moths.     From  the  recesses  of  the  hbrary  in  Red  Cross  Street ' 
they  lower,  in  the  sullen  majority  of  the  folio  age,  over  tlie  pigmies 
of  tbi>»  duodecimo  gencnition— the  expressive,  though  neglcctetl, 
monuments  of  ocx-urreuccj*.  which  can  nevi^r  lose  iheir  place,  or  their 
interest,  in  the  history  of  theologirnl  litflrature. 

The  Englisli  Reformation  prodn^fed  no  Luther,  Calvin,  Zuingle. 
or  Knox — no  man  who  imparted  to  the  national  mind  the  impress 
of  his  own  character,  or  the  heritage  of  his  religious  creed.  Our^ 
Reformers,  Craiuner  si'arcely  excepte<l,  were  statesmen  rather  tha 
divines.  Neither  he,  nor  those  more  j)roperly  called  the  martyrs  i 
the  Church  of  England,  ever  attempted  tlie  stirring  appeals  to 
kind  at  large,  which  awakened  the  echoes  of  the  presses  and  the  pn 
pit*  of  Germany,  Switzerland,  and  France.  From  the  papal  to 
royal  supremacy — from  the  legantine  to  the  archiepiscopal  power 
from  the  Roman  missal  t«  the  Anglican  liturgy,  the  transitiuu  was 
easy,  aud,  in  many  respects,  not  very  perceptible.  An  ambidexter 
contK'rcrsialiat,  the  >j)glifih  Church  warrod  at  once  with  the  errora 
of  Rome  and  of  Geneva  ;  until,  ndenting  towards  her  firet  antagonistj 
she  tunnKl  the  whole  power  of  her  arms  against  her  domestic  and 
more  dreadixl  enemy.  To  the  resources  of  piety,  genius,  and  learn- 
ing, shn  added  less  legitimate  weapons  ;  and  the  Puritans  undenvent 
confiscaHou,  impri-wnment,  exilf-,  compuhfiry  silence, — everything, 
in  short,  except  conviction.  "When  the  civil  wars  set  loose  their 
tongues  and  gave  freedom  to  their  pens,  the  Konconformists  found 
thumeclvea  without  any  eafablislied  standard  of  religious  belief  j 
every  question  debatable;  and  every  t«ac]ier  oonsciesce-boond 
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taVe  his  ehorp  in  thn  ilpl>;itc,  IV'sbyt^n-ianR,  Tndejiondpnta,  Aua- 
baptiste,  Seekers,  Fainilists.  I>«ihi)U'nir<U,  ami  (Quakers,  were  agreed 
only  in  cciaenting  a  finn  ailiaucu  a^ininst  tlieir  ctniuuoii  encinifs,  llio 
Prelatiiits  anJ  Papi^its.  Tlinso  fooa  anhdiied,  tboy  turned  agninst 
oaoh  other,  s^me  coiitendinj;  fop  supremacy,  and  aomc  for  tolcmtion, 
but  nil  for  what  tlu-y  severally  rt^artleii.  or  professed  i/t  regard,  us 
truth-  Nor  were  theirs  the  polemics  of  the  sehools  or  the  eloister. 
The  war  of  religious  opinion  waa  accompanied  by  the  roar  «f  Crorn- 
well'a  ftrtillery,  by  the  fall  of  ancient  dynasties,  and  by  the  growth 
of  a  military,  though  a  forbearing,  despotiam. 

It  was  an  age  of  deep  eamcetnesa.  Friroloue  and  luxurious  mea 
bad  for  a  while  retreated  to  make  way  for  impassioned  and  bifrh- 
VTonght  spirits  ;  for  the  interpreters  at  once  of  the  ancient  revela- 
tions, and  of  the  present  judgment*,  of  heaven  ;  for  the  monitors  of 
nn  ungndly  world  ;  and  for  the  comforters  of  those  who  bent  beneath 
the  weight  of  national  and  doraeettc  calamities.  Siieh  were  that 
memorable  race  of  authors  to  whom  is  given  collectively  the  luimo 
of  the  Puritan  divines  ;  and  such,  above  all  the  rest,  was  Richard 
Baiter.  Intellectual  efforts  of  euch  severity  aa  Ilia,  pelicved  by  not 
m  nuicli  aa  one  passing  i*milt? — public  services  of  such  exteut,  in- 
terrupted by  no  one  rnjorded  relaxation— thoughts  bo  sleeplessly 
int4.-ut  on  those  awful  subJMte,  in  Uie  preeonee  of  which  all  earthly 
interests  are  annihilated — miglvt  seem  a  weight  too  vast  for  human 
endurance ;  as  assuredly  it  forms  an  example  which  few  would  have 
the  power,  and  fewer  still  would  find  the  will,  to  imitate.  His 
seventy-five  years,  unbi-oken  by  any  transient  glance  at  this  world*8 
gaielif^  ;  hia  one  hundred  and  sixty-<;igbt  volumea,  where  the  fancy 
jifiVGr  once  diaporte  herself;  a  mortal  man  ahsorbcd  in  the  solemn 
realities,  and  ab*>lutely  independent  of  all  the  illusions,  of  life,  ap- 
pears like  a  fiction,  and  a  dull  one  too.  Yet  it  is  an  tjxact,  and  not 
an  uninviting,  truth. 

Xever  w:i«  the  alliance  of  soul  and  body  formed  on  terras  of 
greater  inequality  than  in  Baxtt-i^s  person.  It  was  like  the  compact 
in  the  fable,  where  all  the  spoils  and  honours  fall  to  the  giant's 
share,  while  the  poor  dwarf  puts  up  with  all  the  danger  and  tbe 
blows.  Tbe  mournful  littt  of  his  chronic  diseases  rendiss  almost 
miraculous  the  mental  vigour  which  bore  him  thi-riugb  exertions  re- 
sembling those  of  a  disembodied  spirit.  But  bi?  ailments  were  such 
BB,  without  affecting  his  menliU  powere,  gavci  rr>[H)pe  to  hist  animal 
appetites,  and  quenched  the  tliinct  for  all  the  emoluments  and  honours 
of  this  sublnnai)"  state.  Deatli,  though  delaying  to  strike,  stood 
rontintmlly  before  him,  ever  quickening  his  attention  to  that  awful 
presence,  by  approaching  the  victim  uudcr  some  new  or  varied  aspect 
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of  disease.     Under  flus  iuflaence  he  wrote,  and  spoko,  and  wteA- 
dying  matt^  convereaiit  with  lUe  Uvuig  iuaU  tiioirpunuits,  but  taking 
110  share  in  their  transient  hopes  ami  fuptive  I'motions.     Evety  re- 
tumm^  (lay  vma  welcomed  and  improved,  of^  though  it  were  to  be  hijt 
last.     -Each  ecnnou  whidi  he  delivered  might  not  unprobfibly  1mi  aj 
farewell  ailniooiliou  to  hid  audicuce.     The  (<beetfi  which  \&y  beta 
him  were  rapidly  filled  with  the  Hrst  siiggestiona  of  his  mind  in 
firtit  word.s  which  otfinred  ;  for  to-morrow's  sun  might  find  him  onabli 
Ui  com])leto  the  momeutous  ta^k.     All  the  groocs  and  the  ne^lif^anoeffl 
of  coraposilioji  were  ulike  unheeded ;  for  how  labour  as  an  ar 
when  the  roicu  of  liumau  applause  might  in  a  few  sliort  hoars  becom^J 
inaudible  ! 

In  Baxter,  the  characterifitics  of  his  age,  and  of  his  aaaociates,  wcra  J 
thus  heightened  by  the  peculiarities  of  liia  own  physical  and  ment 
couHti  til  lion.  Their  eameatuesa  jmiwetl  in  liiiu  into  a  profound 
Bolemnity ;  tlieir  diligence  u\Ut  an  unrt'laxing  intoneity  of  employ- " 
meut ;  their  disiiitero^tcdness  intu  a  fixvd  disdain  uf  the  objects  fur 
which  other  men  contend.  Even  the  episode  of  his  marriiige  is  in 
harmony  with  the  rest.  He  renounced  the  property  with  which  it 
would  have  eiieumbenMl  liim,  aud  Bt.ipuhitA.'d  fur  the  abaolute command 
of  Uis  prec-4iriou3  and  iiit^timable  time.  Had  tliis  singuhtr  conc-tii- 
Imtion  uf  thou>;ht  itnd  purpoeo  befallen  a  man  of  quick  tnr'mpathie 
it  would  have  overborne  his  spirila,  if  it  bad  not  impairtxl  his  rrfleonT^ 
But  Baxter  was  naturally  stem.  Had  it  overtaken  a  man  of  excitable 
i  magination,  it  would  have  engendered  a  troop  of  fantastic  and  ex- 
tmvagant  day-dreams.  But  to  Baxter's  vision  all  the  objects  which 
fiucinaie  onlinary  observers,  presented  themaelves  with  a  bard  uut- 
line,  ooluurli^  and  with  no  surrounding  atmosphere.  Had  it  been 
united  lo  a  culd  and  Beliieh  heart,  the  resolt  would  have  been  a  life 
of  ascetic  fauaticiem.  But  Baxter  waa  animated  by  an  enlari^td^ 
tliougb  a  calm,  philaiithrupy.  His  mind,  though  never  averbjd  from 
the  remcmhraucMi  of  his  own  and  of  others'  eternal  diKtm,  was  still 
her  own  sovereign ;  diligently  examining  the  fomidatiuns  and  dt»- 
termining  the  limits  of  belief;  methodising  her  opinions  with  pain- 
fill  accuracy,  and  exiwmling  them  into  all  their  theoretical  or  pmoti- 
cal  results,  as  patiently  as  ever  analyst  explored  the  depths  of  the^ 
differential  tudculuB.     t>till  everything  was  praetical  and  tu  the  pu 

n.     "  I  have  liKjked,"  he  says,  "  over  Uution,  Vivee,  Kraamaa 
iger,  Salmasiuf*,  Cusaubon,  and  many  other  critical  grammariti 
and  all  Gruler's  critical  volumes     I  have  read  olmoet  all  the  physic*' 
and  mt'taphysics  I  cotild  hear  uf.     I  have  wasted  much  of  my  time 
among  loads  o(  historians,  ch^onologe^^  and  antiqu&riea.     1  diW)iiso 
none  uf  their  learning — all  truth  is  useful.     Mathnmatiffa,  which  I 
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haT^  least  of,  I  fiinl  a  prutty  aud  maolikc  eport  ;  but  if  I  had  no 
other  kind  cd'  kituwltHJi^f  than  tlieae,  what  were  my  unduretanding 
worth  t  What  a  dreammg  dotard  should  I  be  !  I  have  higher 
tliou^dits  of  the  schoolmen  than  Eraaoius  and  our  other  fjjauimahaua 
had.  I  much  value  the  method  and  sobriety  of  Aquiniui,  the  subtlety 
of  Scotus  aud  Ockam,  the  plainness  of  i)uraudus,  the  solidity  of 
Arimiuunsid,  the  profundity  of  Bro'iwaFdine,  the  excellent  acutencss 
of  uiauy  of  their  followers  ;  of  Aureolus,  Capreolos,  Bannes,  Alvarez, 
Zuniel,  <tc. ;  of  Mayro,  LychetuA,  Tronibeta,  Faber,  iteurisse,  1-Uda, 
&c,  ;  of  Ruiz,  Pcnnattcfi.  Saurcz,  Vo-Si^ue^,  &c. ;  of  Hurtadu,  nf 
Albertinus,  of  Lud  k  Dolo,  and  many  others.  But  liuw  lotlt  should 
I  be  to  take  such  sauce  for  my  food,  and  such  recreations  fur  my 
buBineas !  The  jingling  of  too  much  and  false  philosophy  among  them 
often  dru^vna  the  uoi«e  of  Aaron's  bella.  I  feel  myself  much  bettor 
in  Herbert's  *Tempk."' 

Witltin  the  pnicin<;t8  of  that  t^^mjile,  and  to  the  melody  of  those 
bells,  he  accordingly  proceeded  to  erect  the  vast  monument  of  his 
theological  works.  Their  bajtia  was  laid  iii  a  aeries  of  •'  Aphorisms 
on  Jiwtih'Cation  " — an  attempt  to  fix  the  sense  of  the  ea<:re<l  volume 
on  those  topics  which  constitute  the  essential  peculiarities  of  th« 
Chriatiau  system.  The  as^ulta  with  which  the  Aphorisms  had  bvi^n 
encounlere*!  were  repelled  by  his  "  Apolofjy,"  a  largo  volume  in 
quarto.  The  **  Apology  "  was,  within  a  few  montlta,  reinforced  by 
another  quarto,  entitled  his  ''  Cotd'eswion  of  Faith."  Between  four 
and  five  bimilred  pu^es  of  "i)Uj>nUition»"  came  to  the  Buccour  of 
the  "  Coni'easion."  llien  appeared  four  treatisca  on  the  "  iJocirine 
of  Perse ve ran ce,"  on  "  8aWng  Faith,"  on  "  Justifying  Right«iuBne«s," 
and  on  "  Universal  Redemption."  Xext  in  order  is  a  folio  of  sorcn 
h«udrc4i  pages  cntitlwi  **  Catholic  Theology,  phiin,  pure,  peaceable," 
unfolding  and  resolving  all  the  contruversies  of  the  SchoolmcUr  the 
Papists,  and  the  ProtestJints.  TLis  was  eclipsed  by  a  still  more 
ponderous  folto  in  Latin,  entitled  '*  Metliudus  Theoht^ue  Cliristitutffi," 
composed,  to  qtiote  his  own  words,  •*  in  my  retirement  at  Totteridge, 
in  a  Lroublesome,  smoky,  suflbcatiug  r(X>m,  in  the  midst  of  daily 
pains  of  sciatica,  and  many  worse."  AHah'  hiying  down  the  nature 
of  Deity,  and  of  things  in  general,  he  disclofies  nil  the  rdations, 
otermU  and  historical,  between  God  and  man,  with  all  the  abstract 
trutlis,  and  all  the  moml  obligations,  dedncible  from  tliem  ; — detect- 
ing the  univenal  pi-eaence  of  a  Trinity,  not  in  the  Tlivinc  Ring 
only,  hut  in  all  things  spiritual  and  material  whiclt  flow  from  the 
grr-iit  fonutain  of  life.  AVith  another  book,  entitled  *'  iVn  End  of 
>j«:liinal  Controversies," — a  title,  he  observes,  ''  not  intended  as  a 

L>gnodtic,  but  as  lUdactical  aud  corrective,'" — tenuiuated  his  eOorts 
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to  close  up  the  mif^htyqupstioiw  which  toiith  on  mnnV  liit;ln?st  htipes 
nnd  intcreata.  He  liaJ  thmMm  upoti  thorn  such  on  initiiHlilfle  iQulli> 
tiiilc  and  variety  uf  cross  liglius,  tis  ellectuolly  to  daxxlo  any  iiittiUeot 
vision  It'ss  aquiline  than  liia  own. 

His  next  ent^i-rpriBC-  wiw  to  win  mankind  to  rclijrioua  cruioirrl. 
progeny  of  twelve  hooks,  most  of  them  of  considt-niMe  volume,  ntt^at^ 
his  »*.al  in  thie  anluous  cause.  Blessed,  we  are  told,  nro  tho  pcico- 
mfikera ;  hut  the  benediction  la  unaccompanied  with  the  ]>romij»3 
of  tninquillity.  He  found,  mde«J,  a  patron  in  "  Ilia  lliyhne^ 
Kichard,  Loni  Protestor,"  whoso  rule  he  afknowledgud  a**  lawful, 
thoujih  he  liad  denied  the  authority  of  his  fatlier.  Addif»»s)n>: 
that  wise  and  amiable  man,  *' I  observe,*'  he  says,  "that  tliu 
nation  generuUy  rejaice  in  your  peaceable  entrance  upon  the  govoni- 
ment.  Many  are  peiauaded  tliat  you  have  been  stnuiyely  ki'pt 
from  particijmling  in  any  of  our  late  blootly  contentions,  that  God 
mi^ht  miiVe  you  the  heAh.^r  of  our  breaches,  and  employ  you  in  that 
teiiiplft  work  wbicli  David  himself  might  not  bo  honoured  wjtb, 
thou^^h  it  wm  in  his  mind,  because  he  shed  blood  abundantly,  and 
n:ade  great  wars." 

Stronger  uiimls,  and  less  gentle  hearts,  than  that  of  Richard 
rei>olled  witli  miLuml  indi<;natiou  counsels  which  rcbulced  all  lh« 
rnnteniUng  parties.  Amongst  these  was  "  one  ^^folpftfi,  an  old  BCan- 
dalous  Miluister,"  ",aud  Edward  Bagsluiwe,  a  young  man  who  had 
written  formerly  against  monarchy,  and  nAcrwarda  against  Bishop 
Morley,  and  Iwing  of  a  resolut**  Homan  spirit,  was  sent  lirst  to  tlie 
Tower,  and  then  lay  in  a  horrid  dungeon  ; "  and  who  wrot«  a  book 
*'  full  of  untruths,  which  tho  furious  temerarious  man  did  ultcr  out 
of  the  rashness  of  Ins  mind.'  In  his  dungeon,  i>oot  Bagabawn  died, 
Rud  Itaxter  closes  tho  debate  Ts-ith  tendeniea.<i  and  pathos.  *'  While 
we  Mrrangle  here  in  the  dark,  we  are  dying,  aad  piwsing  to  the  world 
that  will  di'cido  all  our  controvcTBies,  and  the  safest  passage  thit' 
is  by  peaceable  holiness."  I>r  Owen,  one  of  t}ie  foremost  in 
lirst  rank  of  tho  divines  of  his  age,  liad  borne  much  ;  but  these  ex- 
hortations to  concord  he  couhi  not  bear  ;  and  he  taught  hia  monitor, 
that  he  who  undertttkes  to  reconcile  enemies  must  be  prcfared  for 
the  loss  of  friends.  It  was  on  every  account  a  desperate  endeavour. 
Baxter  was  opposed  to  every  sect,  and  belonged  to  none.  He  caa 
bo  properly  dcscrilwl  only  as  a  Baxtorian — at  once  the  founder  and 
the  fdngle  member  of  an  eclectic  school,  within  the  portals  of  which 
he  invite<l  all  men,  but  persuaded  none>  to  take  refuge  from 
mutual  animmities. 

Had  Baxter  l»een  content  merely  to  estobliah  truth,  and 
dine  the  refulatiun  of  error,  many  might  have  listened  to 
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so  afToctionfllft,  and  to  r.onnsela  so  ]mifoiind.  But  "while  he  spako 
to  them  of  peace,  he  matlo  him  ready  for  battle."  Ton  volmuua, 
many  of  them,  full-grown  quartos,  vindiciated  his  secewioii  from  llie 
Church  of  Enylaiid.  Five  other  l»tt**nea,  m^imlly  well  served,  wora 
suwesHively  opene<l  against  the  Antiiiominii^  tlie  Quakers,  tho 
Baptist**,  tho  Millenarians,  and  the  (irotinna.  Tlie  last,  of  whom 
Dodwell  was  the  Icatk-r,  prefigured,  in  tho  n^ign  of  Charles,  the 
divines  who  llouriah  at  Oxlbni  in  the  reign  of  Victoria,  Lon(;  it 
were,  aud  not  very  protitable,  U)  record  the  (*vont«  of  these  iheo- 
logi(!al  (.-ampiii^^ns.  They  broiigltt  into  the  field  Tillotson,  Stilling- 
fleet,  and  Dodwell.  The  men  of  learning  wore  aided  by  the  men  of 
wit.  Womai'k,  the  Bishop  of  St  David's,  had  incurred  Kjixter's 
cenj!tiro  for  hiB  "abusive,  virulent  accuaitions "  ut'  the  SynoiJ  uf 
Liort.,  in  a  hook  which  tlm  Bialiop  bad  publiHhcd  under  the  name  of 
"  Tile  11113  Junior."  To  this  attack  appeai<ed  an  answer,  entitled 
"  Thp  Kxamination  of  Tilenus  before  the  Triers,  in  order  to  his  in- 
tendetl  settlement  in  tho  otfioe  of  a.  public  preacher  in  the  common- 
wealth of  Utopia."  Among  the  jurors  empamielled  for  Uie  trial 
of  Tileuud,  are  "  Messrs  Absolut©,"  "  Fatality,"  "  Pretorition," 
"Narmw  Gnu:e,  aiias  Stint  Grace,"  "Take  o*  Trust,"  "Know 
Little,"  and  "  DnbionB," — the  last  the  established  sobriquet  for 
Ilichard  Baxter. 

But  neither  smile  nor  sigh  could  be  extorto<l  from  the  veteran 
polemic ;  nor,  in  truth,  had  he  tuuch  right  to  ho  an^^ry.  If  not 
with  e<]Uid  pleaeantrj',  he  had,  with  at  lejist  e<jual  lre«dom,  invented 
appellationft  for  hi-S  opponents  ; — ilesigriating  Dodwell,  or  ]m  system, 
as  ''  leviathan,  abdolutc  destructive  PreW-y,  tho  son  of  Abaddon, 
Apollyon,  and  not  nf  Jesn^  Christ. "  Statesmen  joined  in  the  affray. 
Mori(*e,  Charles's  first  Seeretarj'  of  State,  contributed  a  treatise  : 
and  Laudeniale,  who,  with  all  his  faults,  was  an  accomplished 
schoUr,  and  amidst  all  hia  inconsistencies  a  stiuinch  Presbyterian, 
accepted  the  dedication  of  one  of  Baxter's  controversial  pieces,  and 
presented  him  with  twenty  guineas.  Tlic  unvarying  kindntws  to 
the  persecuted  Xonconformist  of  one  who  was  himself  a  relentless 
persecutor,  is  less  gtrangc  than  the  fact,  that  the  future  courtier  of 
Charlea  rea<L  during  his  imprisonment  at  Wiudsor,  the  whole  of 
Baxter's  tlien  puldisliwl  works,  and,  as  their  gmteftd  aulhor  records, 
rcniemben^l  them  better  than  liiraself.  "Wliiie  the  pons  of  the  wise, 
the  witty,  and  the  great,  were  thus  employed  against  the  universal 
antagonist,  tho  (Quakers  assailed  him  with  their  tongues.  Who 
could  recognise,  in  the  gentle  and  benevolent  people  who  now  bear 
tliat  name,  a  trace  of  their  anoe.-»tnil  chamcter,  of  which  Baxter  baa 
left  the  following  lingular  record  1 — **  The  Quakers  in  their  shops, 
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"tt-lieii  I  Ro  along  Lontlon  streeto,  say,  '  Alas !  poor  man,  Ihon  ark 
yet  in  darkiifiss.'  They  hflve  oft  comn  tn  tho  rongrpgaiion,  wh^n  I 
had  liber^  to  preach  Cluist'a  gospel,  and  criod  out  agahut  me  as  a 
deceiver  of  the  people.  They  have  followed  me  home,  crying  oat 
in  the  streets  '  the  Jay  of  the  Lord  ifl  coming,  and  thou  ahult  perish 
as  H  di?ceiver.'  They  have  stood  in  the  ntarkct-ploce,  and  luiiler  my 
"wiiidow,  year  aft^T  year,  crying  to  tlie  people,  '  tako  heptl  of  your 
priests,  they  deceive  your  rouU  ;'  and  if  any  one  wore  a  liwe  or  neat 
clothing,  they  crietl  out  to  me,  *  these  are  tJie  fhiita  of  yoor 
ministry. '" 

Ag&inst  the  divorce  of  divinity  and  politics,  Baxter  veiienienUy 
protpst^d,  as  the  jmltiiiR  asnnder  of  things  which  a  eacred  oidinonoe 
hnd  joined  togotlK-r.  lie  therefore  published  a  Inrgo  volume,  en- 
titled "  The  Holy  Comnionwfalth ;  a  Pleo  for  tlie  Cjiase  of  Mon- 
archy, but  as  under  God,  the  Universal  Monarch."  Far  better  to 
have  roused  n<,'uinst  hiiiisi'lf  nil  the  quills  whith  bad  ever  bristled 
on  all  tho  *'  fn^tful  porcupines '"  of  theological  strife.  For  while  vin- 
dicating the  ancieut  government  of  England,  he  luizard(.Hi  a  distinct 
avowal  of  opinions,  which,  with  their  putruus,  were  alKtut  to  be  pio- 
Bcribed  with  the  return  of  the  legitimate  Sovereign.  He  taught  that 
tlie  IftWB  of  England  are  above  the  king ;  **that  Parliament  was  his 
hiyliast  court,  where  hia  personal  will  and  word  were  not  sullicicnt 
authority."  He  i^indicatod  tho  war  againjrt  Charle*,  and  explained 
the  apostolical  priucipk  of  obeilience  to  ihe  higlier  powers  as  ex- 
tending to  the  senate  as  well  as  to  the  emperor,  'ihe  royal  power 
had  Ijftn  given  **  for  the  cummun  gi'od,  and  no  oanse  could  warrant 
the  king  to  make  the  commonwealth  the  party  wbich  he  should 
exercise  hostility  against." 

All  this  wait  publiitht'd  at  the  moment  of  the  fall  of  Richard 
Cromwell.  Amidst  the  multitUiJe  of  answora  wliieii  it  prov.-kcU 
may  be  especially  noticed  those  of  Hiirringtoii,  the  author  of  the 
**  Oceana,"  and  of  Kdward  Pettit  *' The  former, "  Rnys  Baxt<'r, 
"  8eenie*i  In  a  B^^thlchem  mge,  for,  by  way  of  scorn,  he  printed  half 
B  nheet  of  fnnlish  jcstn,  in  fiuch  wonls  a«  idiots  or  drunkaida  ncc, 
niling  at  ministers  as  a  pack  of  fools  and  knaves,  and,  by  his 
gibberieh  derision,  perKuading  men  that  we  deserve  no  other  answer 
than  Btich  scorn  and  uoneenfie  aa  beaeemeth  foola  AVith  most  tuao- 
lent  prM<>,  he  carrie<l  it  a»  n(^ither  I  nor  any  minister  understood  at 
alt  whnt  ]>olicy  wa«  ;  but  pmti>d  againnt  we  knew  not  what,  anrl  had 
presumed  to  Epeak  a{;ain$t  other  men's  art,  wltich  ho  was  mactcn  o^ 
and  his  knowledge,  to  such  idiots  as  we,  incomprehensible." 

Pettit  places  Baxtor  in  hell,  where  Brudshawe  acta  as  Presidvni 
of  au  iufenial  tribunal,  and  Uobbee  and  Seville  striva  in  vain  to 
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obtain  from  liia  adjudication  the  rrown  for  ppe-eminenco  of  evil  and 
mischief  on  earth  ;  which  ho  airapdfl  to  the  ^"onconformist.  **  I^ 
him  pome  in,"  iixclaima  the  new  Hhadanianthus,  "'nnii  Vw  crowned 
with  wreath*  of  *erp<:'nt«  and  cbaplet*  of  afld«T8.  Let  his  triumphant 
chariot  be  a  pulpit  drawn  on  thii  wheels  of  cannon  by  a  lirace  of 
wolvi^a  in  sheep's  clothing.  Let  the  ancient  fathers  of  the  Chnrch, 
whom  ont  of  ignorance  ho  has  vilified ;  the  reverend  and  learned 
pKtlatcK,  whom  out  of  pride  and  malice  he  has  belied,  abused,  and 
persecuto(.I ;  ihe  miwtriglit«o«s  Kinjj;,  wh'»se  murder  he  has  justified — 
let  them  all  W  bound  in  chaint)  to  attend  his  infernal  triiimj>h  to  hia 
'Saint's  Everlasting  Rest;'  then  make  room,  scribes  and  jiharisfM^a, 
hyy^ooritea,  atheists,  and  politieianB,  for  the  greatest  rebel  on  earth, 
and  next  to  him  that  fell  from  heaven." 

Nor  was  thi.-*  all.  The  "  Holy  CnmmonweaUh"  Araa  amnnfjat  the 
Iwnka  which  the  University  of  Oxforrl  flent«need  to  the  fhimea 
which,  in  a  former  generation,  had  been  losa  innocently  kindle«1  at 
the  same  place,  against  the  persons  of  men  who  had  tlaivd  to  pro- 
claim unwelcome  truthfi.  Morley,  and  many  othert;.  branded  it  as 
on ;  and  the  King  was  tim,^ht  tri  rL-gnrd  the  author  ae  one  of 
he  uioftt  invf'temte  p.nemies  (f(  tli»>  royiil  anthority.     South  joined  in 

'the  nnivffrAal  clamour;  and  B;ixtflr,  in  his  aut4>biogmphy,  records, 

that  when  that  great  wit  and  iiuthor  had  been  ralkd  to  prefich  ho- 

ore  the  King,  and  a  vast  congregation  drawn  togeltM?r  by  his  high 

Jebrity.  he  was  compelled,  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  to  dcdiat  Eind 

Ito  rptirw  iVom  thf»  pulpit,  exclaiming,  "  the  Lord  be  merciful  to  onr 
"nfinnities!"  The  wirmon,  which  shonld  have  been  reeit4y1,  was 
trfb^rrardfl  published,  and  it  appeared  that  the  pnasage  at  which 
South's  pre.^ni:e  of  mind  had  failed  him,  was  on  iuvLH:tiv«  against 
the  "  Holy  Commonwealth  !" 

After  enduring  for  ten  year«  the  storm  which  hie  book  had 
provoked,  Haxter  took  the  vpry  singiilar  course  of  publishing  a  re- 
vocation, desiring  tlto  world  to  con.<<iiler  it  m  nnn  tirriptum  .-^main- 
iaining,  n<nrertheh»K.  the  general  prineiplee  of  hii  work,  and  "  pro- 

l^testing  againBt  the  judgment  of  Posterity,  and  all  others  that  were 
f  of  the  name  time  nn<l  placo,  us  to  the  mental  censure  either  of 

^the  book  or  revocation,  or  I>euig  ignorant  of  the  true  reason  of  them 
both."  We  of  this  age,  therefore,  who,  for  the  present,  constitut* 
the  Posterity,  ngain.H  whose  rash  judgment  tins  protest  was  entered, 
roust  lie  wary  in  censuring  what,  it  must  bo  oonfessed,  va  not  very 

tiiilolligible  :  except,  inde*xl,  as  it  is  not  diificult  to  perceive,  that  he 

"fia<l  niotivrs  enough  for  rctn*ating  from  an  uiipnifilable  atrife,  even 
though  the  retreat  could  not  ba  very  skilfully  accomplished. 

Two  rolumee  of  Ecelcsiafitic&l  History,  the  brat  a  quarto  of  five 
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Imndrod  pages,  tho  scnontl  a  le&s  voUiniinous  vindication  of  its  pr&- 
doccssOT,  tttt<wt  tlie  extent  of  Baxtr^r's  laVjurs  in  this  liepartinent  of 
tlieaiogical  literature,  and  the  stupendous  compass  of  liis  reading, 
Tlio  iiiithoritiea  he  enumonitc-s,  and  from  a  diligent  study  of  ti-biclL 
his  work  is  dmwu,  wfjulj  form  a  conaiderable  library. 

Such  labours  as  thobo  we  have  mRutioned,  might  seem  to  have 
l»ift  no  vacant  spaeo  in  a  lifo  otherwise  so  actively  employed.  Hut 
these  boolu,  and  the  vast  mass  of  unpubli.shcd  manuscripts,  are  nut 
the  most  extensive,  as  they  are  ijicompambly  tho  Icaat  valuable,  of 
the  produce  of  his  solitiiry  houra. 

With  the  exception  of  Grotius,  Baxter  ia  tho  earliest  of  that  long 
6crieR  of  eminent  writers  who  have  undtirtnken  to  oatablish  thd  truth 
of  Christianity,  by  a  systematic  exhibition  of  the  evidence  and  tlje 
argameiits  in  favour  of  the  divine  origin  of  our  faith.  All  homaf^o 
to  tlieir  cause,  for  we  devoutly  heliovo  it  to  bo  the  causflof  trutli ! 
Be  acknowledged  that  their  labours  could  not  have  been  declined, 
vithout  yielding  a  tempurai}'  and  dangerous  triumph  to  sophitstry  and 
presumptuous  ignorance.  Admit  (as  indeed  it  ia  scarcely  pcesible  to 
exaggerate)  their  boundless  Buperiurity  to  their  antagonists  in  learn- 
ing, in  good  faith,  in  sagacity,  in  range  and  in  depth  of  thought,  and 
in  whatever  else  was  rec^nisitc  in  this  momentons  controversy ; — 
concede,  as  for  oureelves  wo  delight  to  confess,  that  they  have  ad- 
vanced their  proofs  to  the  utmost  heights  of  probability  which  by 
such  reasonings  it  is  possible  to  scale  ; — and  yet  with  uU  these  con- 
cessions may  not  inconsistently  he  combined  some  distaste  for  the 
inquiries,  and  some  doubt  of  their  real  value. 

The  sacred  writers  have  none  of  the  timidity  of  their  modem' 
apologists.     They  never  sue  for  an  assent  to  their  doctrines,  but 
ftuthoritjilivdy  command  tho  acceptjiiice  of  them.     They  deuounc 
unbelief  as  guilt,  and  insist  on  faith  as  a  virtue  of  the  highest  ordeP,^ 
In  their  catholic  invitations,  the  intellectual  not  less  than  the  social 
distinctions  of  mankind  are  unheeded.    Every  student  of  their  writ-  _ 
ings  is  aware  of  these  facta;  but  the  solution  of  them  is  less  con 
mnnly  obson'ed.     It  is,  we  apprehend,  that  tlie  Apostolic  author 
assume  the  existence   in  aU   men  of  a  "Spiritual  Discernment," 
enabling  the  mind,    when  unclouded  by  appetite  or  passion,  tOj 
rec<^iae  and  distinguish  the  Divine  voice,  whether  uttered  frou 
within  by  the  intimations  of  conscience,  or  speaking  from  without' 
in  the  language  of  inspinKl  oracles.     They  presopposu  tlmt  vigour  of 
reason  may  consist  with  feebleness  of  understanding ;  and  that  the 
power  of  discriminating  between  religious  truth  and  error  docs  not 
chiefly  depend  on  the  culhiro  or  on  the  exercise  of  the  mere  ai^- 
znentative  faculty.    Tho  especial  patrimony  of  the  poor  and  the  illitoc- 
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atf),  tlie  Gogpil  has  been  tno  stay  of  cotmtloRs  TnilHons  who  ncvor 
finmcd  a  syllogism.  Of  tbe  great  mnltitudea  whom  uo  man  cim  num- 
IxT,  wlio,  bc-fore  untl  since  the  birth  of  Grotiiis.  Iiava  livcl  in  the 
peace,  ond  dieil  in  tlio  coiiso latin tid,  of  our  faith,  hovr  incomparably 
few  arc  they  whose  convictions  havo  heem  tlorivc^l  from  llio  etiidy  of 
works  like  his!  Of  the  numbers  who  have  oildictt'tl  thcmsclvca  to  such 
studies,  how  small  \a  the  proporliou  of  those  who  have  brouglil  to  the 
tjislc  either  learning,  or  leisure,  or  industry  Hiillicieiifc  to  enable  them 
I J  form  an  ind^pitndent  judgment  on  the  qne^^tionit  in  debate!  Cftlled 
to  the  exercise  of  a  Judicial  fiUK-tion  fi>T  which  he  is  bat  ill  prepared 
— nddrusKcd  by  pleadings  on  an  issue  where  his  prepossessions  are  all 
but  iinaltembie, — bidden  to  examine  evidences  which  he  has  most 
rarely  the  skill,  the  learning,  or  the  leisure  to  verify, — and  pressed  by 
arguments,  sometimes  over«tmine«i,  and  Bometimes  fjdlacious — he 
who  Uvs  the  fmindationB  of  his  faith  in  such  "evidences,"  will  but  too 
(commonly  end  either  in  yielding  a  ercdnlnus,  and  therefore  an  in- 
linn,  assent,  or  by  repoeLug  in  a  flolf-aufficiont,  and  far  more  hazard- 
ous, incredulity. 

For  thnse  reasons  we  attach  lens  value  to  the  long  series  of 
Baxter's  works  in  snpport  of  the  foundations  of  the  Chriiitiau  faith, 
that)  to  the  rait  of  his  books  which  Imve  flojittrd  in  safety  dowm  the 
tide  of  time  to  tbe  prc??ent  day.  Yet  it  would  be  lUtKcuIt  to  ptdect 
from  the  same  class  of  writings  any  moro  eminently  ilistlngiiishod 
by  tbe  earnest  lore  and  the  fearless  pumuit  of  tmtli ;  or  to  name  an 
ini^uirer  into  these  subjects,  who  poesessed,  Hn4l  exeniised  to  a  greater 
extent,  tho  power  of  suapeiiding  his  long-e.lierished  opininns,  and  of 
closely  interrogating  every  doubt  by  which  they  were  olistnicted. 

In  his  solicitude  to  sustain  the  conclusions  he  hod  so  laboriously 
fonned,  Baxter  luihappily  invoked  the  aid  of  argtmients,  which, 
liowever  impressive  in  his  own  day^,  are  answer^  in  oura  by  a 
smiloT  if  not  by  a  sneer.  Tlie  sneer,  however,  would  be  at  onco 
unmerited  and  unwise.  When  TTale  was  adjudging  witches  to 
death,  and  Moro  preaching  against  their  guilt,  and  Boyle  investi- 
gating the  sources  of  their  power,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Baxter 
a\'ailei.l  himself  of  the  evidence  ofTorded  by  witchcraft  and  appari- 
tions in  proof  of  the  existence  of  a  world  of  spirits  ;  and  therefore 
in  support  of  one  of  tho  fundamental  tenet«  of  revealeil  religion. 
Marvellous,  however,  it  is,  in  running  over  his  historical  discourw) 
on  that  subject,  to  find  him  giving  so  nnheaitatini;  an  assent  to  tho 
long  list  of  extravttg-ances  and  nursery  tales  which  he  has  there 
brought  together ;  unsupported,  as  they  almoat  all  oip,  by  any  proof 
that  such  facts  occurred  at  alt«  or  by  any  decorous  pretext  for 
referring  thorn  to  prctematmal  agency. 
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Simon  -Tone?,  a  Btout-liearte<l  and  aljle-bodied  BoWier.  standing 
sfiulinc-l  at  Worcester,  was  driven  away  Irom  his  post  by  the  ajjp«ir- 
unco  of  somutliing  like  a  licadlcsa  bear.  A  dnmkard  was  warned 
against  intemperance  by  tUe  lilting  up  of  his  shoes  by  an  inviaiblG 
hand.  One  of  the  witches  cuudemned  by  llale  threw  a  girl  into  fitft. 
Mr  Emiin,  a  bystander,  *'  snddeiily  felt  a  force  piiU  one  of  the  hooks 
£fom  his  breeches,  and,  while  lie  looked  with  wonder  what  had 
become  uf  it,  the  toraiented  girl  vomited  it  ap  out  of  her  mouth." 
At  the  house  of  Mr  Beecbam,  Iheio  was  a  tobacco  pipe  which  hud 
tln!  hiihit  of  moving  itself  from  a  shelf  at  one  end  of  the  room  to  ft 
shelf  at  the  other  end  of  the  riwra."  When  Mr  Munii,  the  minis- 
ter, wont  to  witness  the  prodi^v,  the  tobacco  pipe  remained  station- 
ary ;  but  a  great  Bible  made  a  spontaneouR  leap  into  hia  lap,  and 
open  ilwelf  at  a  i>a8sago,  on  the  hearing  of  which  the  evil  spirit  who 
had  jiossofised  the  pipe  woe  exorcised.  "Tlita  Mr  Mimn  himself 
told  me,  when  in  the  sicknesa  year,  16t>5,  I  IivlhI  in  Stockt^raon 
Hall.  I  liave  no  reason  to  suspect  Uie  Teracity  of  a  sober  man,  a 
constant  preacher,  and  a  good  scholar." 

Baxter  was  credulous  and  incredulous  for  precisely  the  same 
jreAHOR.  Pos«i'%iing,  by  long  liubit,  a  mastery  over  his  IhougUte, 
8uch  03  few  other  men  ever  acmiired,  a  single  effort  uf  the  will  wa,s 
sufficient  to  exclude  from  his  view  whatever  recollections  he  judged 
hostile  to  his  immediate  pnrpose.  Every  prejudice  was  at  onco 
banished  when  any  debaUble  point  was  to  be  scrutinised  ;  and, 
with  wjuiU  fiiuility,  ever}-  reaj>ouable  doubt  was  exiled  when  his 
only  object  was  to  enforce  or  to  illustrate  a  doclrum  of  the  tmth  of 
which  he  w.is  a.%8nred.  The  perfect  pubmission  of  the  will  to  the 
luMon  may  belong  to  some  higher  state  of  being  than  ours.  On 
mortal  man  that  gift  is  not  bestowed.  In  the  best  and  the  widest, 
inclination  will  often  gmsp  the  reins  liy  which  slie  ought  to  be 
j:[nide<l,  and  misdirect  the  judgment  whi<:h  «hc' should  obey.  Happy 
they  who,  h'ke  Baxter,  have  so  disi'ipliued  the  affectiona,  as  to  diiMU-m 
their  temporary  usurpation  of  all  lis  more  dangorooa  tendencies ! 

Controversies  ore  ephememl.  Kthics,  metaphysics,  and  political 
philosophy  are  doomed  to  an  early  dealli,  unless  wlieu  born  of 
genius  and  nurtured  by  int^^nse  and  sclf-ilenying  industry.  Kvca 
the  theologians  of  one  age  must,  alas !  too  often  disapiwar  to  make 
way  fiiT  tho-te  of  later  timefl.  But  if  there  ia  an  exception  to  the 
general  degree  which  consigns  man  and  his  intellectual  offc*pring  to 
the  siimp-  dnll  forgctfulnww,  it  i.s  in  fivour  of  such  writings  m  those 
which  fill  the  four  folio  volumea  boariug  llie  title  of  "  Baxtei^s 
Practical  Works."  Their  appearance  in  twenty-three  smart  o«:tavos 
is  nothing  short  of  a  profanation.     Hew  down  the  Pyramids  into  a, 
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range  of  streetfi!  diiijc  Niagara  into  a  snccesaon  of  wnU*r  privi- 
leges !  but  let  not  the  spihUi  of  tlic  migfaly  dend  be  thiis  evukul 
fxom  tb(«ir  luitjeetic  shrines  to  animate  the  dwarfish  structures  of  our 
boaksvlliu}!  jien^ratinii. 

Deposit  one  of  thoae  grey  folios  on  a  resting-place  eqnal  to  that 
venerable  burden,  then  call  up  the  patient  a.nd  !>criGUs  thoii^hu 
whirh  its  vfny  OBpect  should  inspire,  and  oontt'sa  that,  among  the 
vrtitin^  of  unlofipireU  men,  there  are  none  better  fitted  to  awaken, 
to  iuvigorale,  to  enlai^  or  to  console  the  mind,  which  can  ntise  tt- 
eeJf  to  such  celestial  colloquy.  True,  they  abound  in  undiiitiu- 
,  guishable  distinctions ;  the  current  of  emotion,  when  tluwln};  iiio»t 
fieely,  is  but  too  often  obstructed  by  metaphysical  imcka  ami  RhiU- 
lowg,  or  diverted  from  ita  course  into  some  dialectic  winding ;  one 
while  the  argument  is  olwcttred  by  fervent  expostulation  ;  at  another 
the  piiAsion  ik  drie^l  nji  by  llie  analysis  of  the  ten  thouwiiid  Kpriiiga 
of  which  it  ii  compounded  ;  here  is  a  maze  of  eubtletie§i  to  he  im- 
mvclled,  and  there  a  cniwd  uf  the  obscurely  loaniml  to  bo  lufuted ; 
the  unbroken  aolcmnity  may  now  and  then  shed  some  gloom  on  tlie 
traveller's  path,  and  the  li-ngth  of  the  way  may  occaaioiially  entice 
him  to  slumber.  But  where  eke  can  be  found  an  f^xhibition,  at 
once  so  vivid  and  so  uhastoi,  of  the  dieeases  of  the  human  heart — a 
detection  so  fearfully  exact,  of  the  sophiatriea  of  which  we  are  first 
the  voluntary,  and  then  the  unconscious  victims — a  light  tliruwa 
with  such  intensity  on  the  madness  and  the  woo  of  every  ileparture 
from  the  nilcs  of  virtue-— a  dcvolupment  of  thoso  ndex  al  once  so 
comptohenaive  and  so  elevated — counaele  more  shrewd  or  more  per- 
auasivo — or  a  proclamation  more  consolatory  of  the  reaourcos  pro- 
vided by  Chritttianity  for  escaping  the  dnugers  liy  wliich  we  are 
surrounded,  of  the  eternal  rewards  she  protnisee,  or  of  the  temporal 
bleoeingn  she  imparts,  as  an  earnest  and  a  foret^e  of  tliem  f 

*'^  Litrffior  flic  campi»  ather"  Charlea.  and  l^ud,  and  Cromw^U 
are  forgotten-  Wo  have  no  more  to  do  with  anti-p*dobjtptism  or 
]irelBoy,  L'EHtcmge  and  Morley  disturb  not  this  hight-r  region ; 
but  man,  and  hi^  noblest  pursuits — Deity,  in  the  highest  concep- 
tions of  hi-s  attribute  which  can  be  extracted  from  the  poor 
Tnatt'rials  of  human  thought— the  world  we  inhabit,  divested  of  the 
illnsionH  which  ensnare  us— the  world  to  which  we  look  forward* 
bright  with  the  choicest  colours  of  hope — the  glorious  witnesses,  and 
the  Divine  Example  and  the  Divine  Supporter  of  our  conllict — 
throng,  and  animate,  and  inform  e^'ery  crowded  p^^e.  In  tliis 
boundless  repository,  the  intimations  of  inspired  wii<dum  are  pursued 
iuto  all  their  l:(e;irings  on  the  various  coadiLiuns  and  exigencies  of 
life,  with  a  fortiiity  which  would  inundate  and  overpower  the  most 
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Kftentive  mind,  had  it  not  been  balanced  by  a  method  and  a  di»- 
criminatinn.  evon  painfully  elaborate.     Through  tho  vast  accumuln- 
tioD  of  topics,  adDionition&,  and  inqiiirifjs,   the  love  of  truth 
univorsally  conspicuous.     To  every  precept  is  appended  the  limit 
tiontj  it  seems  to  demand.     No  difficulty  is  evaded.     Dogmatism  i«^ 
nev'ir  perraitt&i  to  imurp  the  province  of  argument.    Each  equivocal 
tcnu  is  curiously  defined,  and  each  plausible  doubt  narrowly  r-x^ 
uniimMl,     Not  content  to  explain  the  results  he  has  roaclitt!, 
cxhibita  the  process  by  which  they  were  excogitated,  and  lays  op 
all  the  secrets  of  his  mental  laboratory.     And  a  wondroua  sp&ctac 
it  is.    Calling  to  his  aid  an  extent  of  theological  and  scholastic  lore 
eufiioicnl  to  equip  a  whole  college  of  divinoa,  and  moving  beneath 
the  load  ^vith  unencumbered  frct^oni,  he  expatiates  and  r^'oices  in 
all  the  intricacies  of  hin   way — now  plunging  into  the  dcepeatj 
thickets  of    casuistic   and  psychological  speculation — and    theaf 
emerging  from  them  to  resume  bis  chosen  task  of  probing  the  con- 
science, by  renionatrancea  from  which  there  ia  no  escape — or  of 
quickening  the  sluggish  feelings,  by  strains  of  devotion  in  vtuch  it ' 
is  impoRsible  not  to  join. 

That  expostulations  and  arguments  of  which  almost  all  admit  the 
justice,  and  the  truth  of  which  none  can  disprove,  should  fall  so 
ineffectually  on  the  ear,  and  should  so  seMoni  reach  the  hwirt.,  ia  aj 
phenomenon  worthy  of  more  than  pasj^ing  notice,  and  meriting  an  • 
inquiry  of  gri-at*!r  exactness  than  it  tisually  rea'ives  evi-n  from  tlioM 
who  profess  the  art  of  healing  our  spiritual  mnhidies.     To  resolve  it 
'*  into  the  corruption  of  human  nature,"  it  is  but  to  change  the  for- 
mula Li  which  the  diHiculty  is  proposed.     To  affinn  that  a  corrupt 
nature  always  gives  an  undue  prepunderanc*  to  the  present  above 
the  future,  is  untrue  in  fact ;  for  some  of  our  worst  passions — avarice, 
for  example,  revenge,  ambition,  and  the  like— i^hiefly  manifest  their 
power  in  the  utter  disregard  of  immediate  privations  and  .sufferinGatJ 
with  a  view  to  a  supposed  remote  advantage.      To  repn^aent  thai 
world  as  gf.'norally  incre^lulous  as  to  the  nNility  of  a  retributive  state, 
is  lu  contradict  universal  experience,  which  shows  bow  firmly  that 
p6rsu.iition  is  inror|>nrated  with  the  language,  liabits,  and  Ihoiighta 
of  mankind  ; — mauifeating  iti*elf  most  distinctly  in  those  great  ex- 
igencies nf  life,  when  disguise  is  the  least  pmr.lirabl&     To  refer  U>i 
an  external  spiritual  agency,  determining  the  will  to  a  wise  or  Ai 
f'Milish  choice,  is  only  to  reproduce  the  ariginal  question  in  anothflr 
fonu — what  is  that  structure  or  mechnuism  of  the  human  mind  hy 
means  of  wliich  such  InBuences  operate  to  control  or  to  guide  our 
volitions  ? 

The  best  we  con  throw  oat  as  an  answer  to  tlie  problem  is, 
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tbe  constitution  of  onr  frames,  partly  sensitive  and  partly  rational, 
ati«l,  crjmwponding  inlh  this,  the  c:on<lition  of  our  sulilnnary  ex- 
ifittnctt,  pn'ssed  by  animal  na  w**ll  as  by  sjiirituul  wanUi,  couilt.-nms 
lu  to  u  constant  oeL'illation  belwran  the  Kcn.stml  hikI  the  divine, 
Iwtwoen  the  propensities  which  we  sliaiu  with  the  bniU'  creation,  and 
the  aspirations  which  connc<!t  ns  with  tlic  Author  of  onr  Unng. 
The  rational  sonl  conteraplatoa  means  only  in  reference  to  their 
enda  ;  whilst  the  senftuous  nature  reposes  in  means  alone,  and  looks 
no  further.  Inmginatiun,  alleriialely  tlm  ally  of  ea<!li,  most  readily 
lends  her  powerful  aiil  to  the  igiiobU-r  [mrty.  Her  golden  hues  are 
more  easily  emplnypd  to  oxiUt  and  retino  tlje  (rmssnf-ss  of  appi,'tit*% 
tlmn  to  impart  brillianiiy  and  alluivmynt  to  the  ohjocta  brought 
witbin  the  sphere  of  human  viition  by  the  eierciBe  of  fuitb  and 
hope.  Her  draperies  aru  a<lju»ted  with  greater  faeility  to  clothe  the 
nakedness  and  to  conceal  the  shame  of  tho^ie  thln;^  with  which  she 
is  most  convergant,  than  to  embellish  the  forms  anvl  add  grace  to 
the  proportions  of  things  obscurely  disclosed  at  few  and  tnuiHient 
inturrals. 

It  is  Avitb  this  fonuidable  alliance  of  Sense  and  Imagination  that 
Religion  has  to  contend  Her  aim  is  to  win  over  to  her  ride  that 
all-powerfui  mental  faculty  which  usually  takes  part  with  her 
antagonist,  ond  thus  to  shed  over  «vdi  of  our  steps  the  colours  bor- 
rowed from  its  ultimate,  as  euntrasted  with  its  immediate,  tendency; 
to  teach  ua  to  regard  the  pleasures  and  the  jwius  of  our  mortal  state 
in  the  light  in  which  we  shall  view  them  in  our  immortal  existence ; 
to  make  things  hateful  or  lovely  now,  according  as  they  iniiwdo  or 
promote  our  welfare  hereafter."  Ho  is  a  religious,  or,  in  the  appro- 
priate language  of  theology,  a  "regenerate"  man,  who,  trained  to 
this  discipline,  habitually  transfers  to  the  means  he  employs  the 
aversiun  or  the  ntlachment  due  to  the  end  he  contflmplat«s ;  who 
discerns  and  loathes  the  poison  in  the  othenviae  U-mpting  cup  uf 
unhallowed  indul;:ence,  and  perceives  and  loves  tht*  medicinal  K-iltii 
in  the  otherwiso  bitter  draught  vf  hardy  self-denial  Good  Hichanl 
Baxter  eroct«d  his  four  folio  volnmes  as  a  dam  with  wliich  to  stay 
this  confluent  flood  of  sense  and  Imaginatiou,  and  to  turn  aside  the 
waters  into  a  more  peaceful  :ind  aalutary  channel  WTien  the  force 
of  the  torrent  is  correctly  estinuitedt  it  is  more  reasonable  to 
wonder  tliat  he  and  his  fi^Ilow-Iabourers  have  auooeeded  so  well,  than 
thai  their  success  has  been  no  greater. 

On  his  style  as  an  autJior,  Baxter  himself  is  the  be«t  critic. 
"  The  eommonneas  and  the  greatneas  of  men's  necessity,"  he  says, 
"  commanded  me  to  do  anything  tnnl  I  {-ould  for  their  relief,  and  to 
bring  forth  some  water  to  east  u|)Ou  tliis  fire,  though  I  bad  not  at 
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hand  a  ellver  vessel  to  carry  it  in,  not  thought  it  tlic  most  ftl.  Tlie 
plainest  words  are  the  most  profitable  oratory  in  the  "weigliticst 
mftttcra.  Fineness  for  onianicnt,  anU  doHi-'acy  for  delight;  but  ihey 
answer  not  necesBity,  though  eometiinea  they  mny  xnndeetly  atlL-ini 
that  wliich  answers  iIl"  He  v-Tvte  tu  give  utterance  to  a  full  mind 
and  a  t«*nung  apirit.  Probably  ho  never  ronsumrd  forty  niinut«s 
in  118  many  years  in  the  mere  selection  and  adjustment  of  worda. 
So  t(>  have  emi)h)yed  hi.s  time,  would  in  his  judgment  have  been  a 
sinful  wtt3t«  of  that  piTjeioiis  gift,  "  I  thought  to  have  aequalutod 
the  world  with  notliirig  but  what  was  the  work  of  time  and  ililigonce, 
but  my  i:onscience  eoon  told  mc  that  then>  wa-s  too  mtifh  of  pride 
and  selliBhneHS  in  this,  and  that  humility  and  self-denial  re»imre<l 
me  10  lay  by  tlte  atfcctation  of  that  style,  and  spare  that  jnduj^try, 
which  tended  hut  to  advance  my  name  with  im-n,  uheu  it  hindered 
tho  main  work  and  civs8«l  my  end."  .Such  is  lii*  own  account ; 
and,  h)ul  he  ct>n»iUlM  Quinclilian,  he  could  have  fdund  no  1>etl«r 
precept  for  writing  well  than  that  which  his  conscit-ncfi  pavo  him 
for  writing  usefully.  The  first  of  all  the  retjuisitL's  for  excelling  in 
the  art  uf  europositiou  is.  as  one  of  the  greatest  luaslHia  of  thut  art 
in  moiiem  tinibs  (Sir  "Walter  tjcott)  informs  us,  "  to  have  tonit'tJuug 
lo  say."  "Wlien  theiv  are  thouglita  that  bum,  there  never  will  be 
wanting  words  ttiat  breathe.  Baxter's  language  is  plain  and  per- 
spicuous when  his  object  is  moroly  to  inform ;  copious  and  flowing 
when  ho  exhorts  ;  and  when  he  yields  to  the  ciiirent  of  his  feelings, 
it  liecomefi  redundant  and  impassioned,  and  occasionally  pietureaqna 
and  graphic  There  are  innumerable  paasagcs  of  the  most  toucliing 
pathos  and  unconscious  L'loquence.  hut  not  a  single  sentence  writtmi 
for  effect  His  chief  merit  as  an  artist  ia,  that  he  is  perfw^tly  Brtles8| 
and  that  he  employs  a  style  of  great  compass  and  flexibility,  in  sue' 
a  manner  as  to  denmnstrate  that  he  never  thought  almut  it.  and 
to  previfDl  the  reader,  so  lung  at  least  as  he  is  reading,  fnmi  think 
about  it  eitlier. 

The  canons  of  criticism,  which  the  groat  Nonconfomust  dren 
from  his  conscience,  are,  however,  sadly  inapplicable  to  verse,  Mr 
James  ifontgomcrj-  has  given  his  high  sulfrage  in  favour  of  Baxter's 
poetical  powers,  and  jur<tiliea  his  praise  by  a  few  passagi-K  aeh^ted 
from  the  rest  with  e(|ual  tenderness  and  didcrotion.  It  is  inipne^ible 
to  subscribe  to  this  here.'ty  even  in  deference  to  snch  an  authority  ; 
or  to  resist  the  suspicion  that  the  piety  of  the  critic  has  phiycd  falw 
with  his  judgment.  Nothing  short  of  an  actual  and  plenary  in- 
spiration will  enable  any  man  who  composes  as  rapidly  as  he  writi 
to  give  meet  utteniDce  to  ttiose  ultimate  secretions  of  the  deepc 
tiioughta  and  the  purest  feelings  in  which,  the  essence  of  poetry  oon 
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nists.  M'ost  of  Baxtrr's  vereps.  wliich  Iiowpvpt  are  not  very  numw- 
tiUB,  M'oiild  he  docidwUy  iinpiwed  by  being  shorn  of  their  rliyme 
and  rliythm,  in  whiuh  state  they  would  look  likis  very  devout  and 
judicious  pntae  ;  aa  thoy  really  ore. 

Every  man  nitwt  ami  will  have  some  relief  from  his  more  severe 
pursuits,  llis  faitliful  pen  attended  Baxter  in  his  pastime  as  in  his 
studies  ;  and  pn^dueed  an  autobiography,  which  appeared  aft4;r  liis 
death  in  a  large  folio  volume,  Calamy  desired  to  throw  these 
poethumniis  ah*'ftta  into  tho  pditorial  cmcible,  and  to  reprodnre  them 
in  the  f(tnn  of  a  corrected  and  well-arranged  abridgment.  Mr  Omie 
laments  tho  obstinacy  of  the  author's  literary  executor,  which  for- 
tiade  the  execution  of  this  design.  Few  who  know  the  book'  will 
agree  with  him.  A  strange  chaos  indeed  it  is.  But  Grainger  has 
well  said  of  the  writer,  that  **  men  of  Ms  size  are  not  to  be  drawn 
in  miniature."  Lai-ge  as  life,  and  finished  to  the  tnost  minute  de- 
tiul,  his  own  portrait,  from  his  own  hand,  exhibits  to  the  curious  in 
such  things  a  delineation,  of  which  they  woulil  not  wtlliujily  sjiam 
a  single  stroke,  and  which  would  have  lost  all  its  force  and  freedom 
ii'  reduced  and  varnished  Viy  any  otlier  limner,  however  pnicli«ed,  or 
however  lelicitoua. 

Tlicre  he  stands,  an  intellertual  giant  as  ho  was,  playing  with  his 
quill  as  Hercules  with  the  dwtaff,  hi.^  very  sport  a  labour  under 
which  any  one  but  himself  would  have  staggered.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  first  book  occurs  a  passage,  wliich,  though  oft*jn  le-pub- 
lished,  and  familiar  to  most  studenta  of  Englwh.  literature,  must  yet 
be  noticei!  as  the  most  impressive  record  in  our  own  language,  if 
not  in  (uiy  tongue,  of  the  gradual  rii)euing  of  a  ]K>wferful  mind  undor 
the  culture  of  incessant  study,  wide  experience,  and  anxious  self- 
obacrvation.  Mental  anatomy,  conducted  by  a  hand  at  once  so 
delicate  and  bo  firm,  and  comparisons,  so  exquisitely  just,  between 
the  impressions  and  impulses  of  youth  and  the  tranqtul  conclusions 
of  old  age.  bring  his  career  of  strife  and  trouble  to  a  close  of  unex- 
I  and  welcome  screnitr.  Tn  the  full  maturity  of  such  know- 
I  as  is  to  be  acquired  on  earth  of  the  mysteries  of  our  mortal 
and  of  our  immortal  existence,  the  old  man  returns  at  last  for  repose 
to  tlie  elementarj'  truths,  the  simple  lessons,  auJ  the  confiding  af- 
fections (d'  hia  childhood  ;  and  writes  an  uninteuded  commentary, 
of  unrivalled  force  and  beauty,  on  the  inspired  declaration,  that  to 
"  become  as  little  children"  is  the  indispensable,  though  arduous, 
condidon  of  attaining  to  tnie  heavenly  wisdom. 

To  substitute  for  thia  self-portraiture  any  other  analyaia  of  Bax- 
ter's intellectual  and  moral  cbaractcr  would  indeed  be  a  vnin  at- 
tempt.    If  there  be  any  defect  or  eiioi  of  whicli  he  was  uucouscious, 
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Bcd  which  he  therefore  has  not  avowed,  it  was  lh«  combination  in 
his  mind  of  an  imduo  rcliunco  on  his  own  powers  of  mvcBtigating 
truth,  willi  an  undue  distrust  iu  the  result  of  hia  inquiritta.  He 
propofsed  to  himself,  and  executed,  the  task  of  exploring  the  whole 
circle  of  Iho  moml  sridiices,  logic,  cthicsj  divinity,  politics,  and 
metaphysics;  and  this  toil  ho  accomplished  amidst  puhUc  emfiluy- 
ments  of  ceiLsclcss  importunity,  and  bodily  pains  utmost  unlnter- 
mitted.  Intemperance  never  assumed  a  more  venial  form  ;  but  that 
this  insatiate  thirst  for  knowletlge  waa  iwlul^'ed  to  a  faulty  exce 
iin  n'-fldfir  of  hun  life,  or  of  his  works,  can  doubt 

In  one  of  his  most  remarkublo  treatises,  "On  Falsely  Pretende 
Knowledge,"  the  dangerous  result  of  indulging  tills  omuivoro 
appetite  is  peculiarly  remarkable,  Probabilities,  the  only  ohjeci 
of  such  atutlieo,  will  at  length  become  evauescenl,  or  Scarcely  pels' 
ceptible,  when  he  who  hohU  tlio  i^caleo  refuKes  to  adjust  the  Italiincet 
until  sulislieJ  that  he  has  laden  each  with  every  suggestion  and  every 
argument  which  can  be  derived  from  every  author  who  has  juvceded 
him  in  tlie  eame  inquiries.  Yet  more  hopelesa  is  the  search  for 
truth,  when  this  a^uatment,  al'ter  having  been  once  made,  is  again 
to  Ik;  verilied  as  often  as  any  new  *ij>eimlftti(pna  are  discovered  ;  and 
when  the  very  faculty  of  huuiiin  understanding,  and  the  laws  of 
reasLmiug,  ui-e  themselves  to  be  queationi*d  and  examined  anew  u.s 
fxticiueutl}*  aa  any  doubt  can  be  raised  of  theii-  adaptation  to  their 
apjiointcil  ends.  Busied  with  this  immense  apparatus,  and  applying 
it  to  this  boumUess  Held  of  inquiry,  Baxter  would  have  bveu  Ik-- 
wildert'd  by  his  own  etlbrtfi,  and  lost  in  the  mazes  of  an  univer^id 
scepticism,  but  for  the  ardent  ]»iety  which  posse«scid  his  siml,  and 
the  evcr-reciirring  expectation  of  approaching  death,  which  ilissipatcil 
his  ontological  dreams;  and  roused  him  to  the  active  duties,  iind  the 
instant  realities,  of  life.  Even  aa  it  is,  he  has  left  behind  him  much, 
wliich,  in  diiecl  opposition  to  his  own  purpoeed,  might  cherish  th« 
heUef  that  human  existence  was  >M.)ine  alnuige  chimera,  and  human 
knowledge,  an  illusion,  did  it  not  fartmiatcly  happen  that  he 
te*lioiis  in  proprirtior.  as  he  is  mystitiah  Had  he  possessed 
cmi>loyed  the  wit  and  gaiety  of  liayle,  there  are  some  of  his  writi 
to  wliich  a  place  must  have  been  assigned  in  the  Index  EjryuT* 
ivriua  of  IVjtestttjilism. 

Amongsi  his  coutemjioraries,  Baxter  appear*  to  have  been  the 

ypbject  of  general  reverence,  and  of  as  general  unpopularity.     Flis 

riemper  was  austere  and  irritable^  his  address  ungracious  and  uncouth. 

"While  cordially  lulmitting  tlio  merita  of  each  rival  sect,  ho  coneum-d 

with  none,  but  was  the  commou  censor  awl  opponent  of  ulL 

own  opinioDS  on  church  govemxaont  coincided  with  the  later  j 
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mont,  or,  ns  it  Bhould  bo  rather  said,  with  the  concessions,  of  Arch- 
bishop Usher.  They  ac^natoil  the  whole  of  that  interminable  dispute 
t<i  their  mutual  satiBfactioii  at  a  conference  which  did  nut  last  above 
hair  au  hour ;  for  eat'h  of  them  was  too  devoutly  intent  on  the  fftest 
ohjcots  of  Cliristianity  to  differ  witli  each  other  very  widely  ft«  to 
mere  ritual  obsorvances.  The  contentions  by  which  our  ford'atbera 
woro  agitat«i  on  thceo  subjccta,  have  now  happily  subsided  into  a 
sjievulative  and  conipamtively  iminterestiug  debat«.  They  produced 
their  best,  and  perhaja  their  only  desirable  result,  in  iUtTusing 
through  the  Church,  and  amongst  the  people  of  Knglaml,  an  inde- 
stniotible  conviction  of  tlic  folly  of  attempting  to  coerce  the  human 
mind  into  a  scn'itudo  to  any  system  or  profession  of  beUef ;  or  of 
endt-avouring  to  produce  amongst  men  any  real  uniformity  of 
opinion  on  subjeeta  beyond  the  cognisance  of  the  boiUly  senses,  and 
of  daily  observation.  TTiey  have  tangbt  ua  all  to  acknowleilgo  in 
practice,  thongh  aomo  may  yet  deny  in  theory,  that  as  long  as  men 
are  permitted  to  avow  the  truth,  the  inherent  diversities  of  their 
understandings,  end  of  their  ciicumstancea,  must  impel  them  to  tlio 
acknowledgment  of  corre-'ijxinding  variations  of  judgment,  on  all 
questions  which  touch  the  mysteries  of  the  present,  or  of  the  future, 
life.  If  no  man  laboured  more,  or  with  Ic^  success,  to  induce  man- 
]dnd  to  thiuk  ulike  on  these  topics,  no  one  ever  exerted  himst>lf 
more  zealously,  or  more  efftictually,  than  did  Kichard  Baxter,  both 
by  his  life  and  bis  writings,  to  divert  the  world  from  tliuse  petty 
disputes  which  falsely  assume  the  garb  of  religious  zeal,  to  thoM 
eternal  and  momentous  truths,  in  the  knowledge,  the  love,  aad  the 
pmrtict^  of  which,  the  essence  cif  religion  tsjnsiBta. 

One  won.1  respecting  the  txlitic»n  of  Ids  works,  to  which  wo  referred 
in  Uie  outset.  For  the  reason  already  mentioned,  we  have  stuck  to 
our  long-revored  folios,  without  reading  so  much  as  a  page  of  their 
diminutive  representatives,  and  can  therefore  report  nothing  about 
thcni.  But  aJftcr  diligently  and  repeatedly  reading  the  twD  intro- 
duct<try  volumes  by  Mr  Orme^  we  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of 
Waring  testimony  to  the  merita  of  a  learned,  modest,  and  laborious 
writer,  who  is  uow.  however,  beyond  the  reach  of  human  praiee  or 
censure.  He  has  done  everything  for  Baxter's  memory  which  could 
be  areomplished  by  a  skilful  abridgment  of  his  autobiography,  and  a 
caiT^ful  auid)'Bis  of  the  theological  libraiy  of  which  he  was  the  author ; 
aided  by  an  acquaintance  with  the  theological  literature  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  such  as  no  man  but  himself  haa  exhibited,  and 
■which  it  may  safely  be  conjectureil  no  other  man  possesses.  Had 
Mr  Orme  been  a  member  of  the  Kstabliahed  Church,  and  had  he 
chosen  a  topic  more  in  harmony  with  the  studies  of  that  Icanied 
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body,  hia  literary  abilities  would  have  been  far  more  correctly  esti- 
mated, and  more  widely  celebrated.  They  who  dissent  from  her 
communion,  and  who  are  therefore  excluded  from  her  universities 
and  her  literary  circles,  are  not,  however,  to  expect  for  their  writings 
the  same  toleration  which  is  so  firmly  secured  for  their  persons  and 
their  ministry.  But  let  them  not  be  dejected.  Xict  them  take  for 
their  examples  those  whom  they  have  selected  as  their  teachers ; 
and  learning  from  Richard  Baxter  to  live  and  to  write,  tbey  will 
either  achieve  his  celebrity,  or  will  be  content,  aa  he  was,  to  labour 
without  any  other  recompense  than  the  tranquillity  of  his  own  con- 
science, the  love  of  the  people  among  whom  he  dwelt,  and  the  ap- 
jirobation  of  the  Master  to  whom  every  hour  of  his  life,  and  every 
page  of  his  books,  were  alike  devoted. 
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'  thft  eiipmies  of  Christianity  in  the  conimpnnement  of  the  bial 
century  tailed  to  accomplisli  its  overthrow,  they  were  ot  least  suc- 
[  cesafol  in  producing  what  at  prosont  apjK'ara  to  havo  bwD  a  stningu 
.  Bod  unreasonable  panic.  Middletou,  BoliuRbroke,  and  ^Iiuidfviile, 
have  now  loat  their  terrors  ;  und  Chubb,  Toland,  CoIHiib,  and  Wool- 
eton,  are  reiuemberod,  likn  the  heroos  of  tho  Diiiicifui,  only  on 
account  of  the  brilliancy  of  the  Auio-ila-/e  a.t  which  they  suffnired. 
To  these  writen*,  however*  belongs  the  credit  of  having  sugjitested  to 
^Clatke  hia  inqiiinea  into  the  elementar}'  truth  on  wluch  all  religion 
dependi?.  By  tliem  Warburton  was  provoked  to  '*  Jemonfltriile  "  the 
Divine  legation  of  Moaos.  Tliey  excited  Bishop  Newton  U>  ahow 
the  fultilment  of  IVophecy,  and  Lanlner  to  aceumidatc  the  pmofs  of 
the  Credibiliiy  of  the  Gospels.  A  greater  tlian  any  of  these,  Joseph 
Butler,  vaa  induced,  by  the  same  adversarioo,  to  investigAtti  the 
analogy  of  natural  and  reveled  religion ;  and  Berkeley  and  Hherlock, 
with  a  long  catalogue  of  more  obsenre  writt>r*,  crowded  to  tho 
def<(;nce  of  the  menaced  citadel  of  the  Faith.  Kut  in  tliin  anxiety  to 
slmngthfin  their  nimpartw  the  garrl-Min  not  only  divlined  to  attempfc 
now  com|uestfi,  but  withdrew  fp»m  much  of  their  ani^icnt  dominion. 
In  this  iU  apologetic  ago,  English  Tlieology  was  distinguished  by  an 
unwimt*'d  timidity  and  coldness.  There  was  an  end  of  the  alliance 
which  it  had  maintained  from  the  daya  of  Jewel)  to  thos«  of 
Jjcighton,  with  pliiloaophy  and  elotjuence,  with  wit  ami  poetry. 
Taylor  and  Hall,  Donne  and  Hooker,  Baxtvr  and  Ho^v^^  bad  spoken 
at)  men  having  authority,  and  with  an  unclouded  faith  in  their 
Divine  Mission.  In  that  confidence  tliey  liad  gmppled  ^vith  every 
difficulty,  and  had  wielded  with  equal  eaae  and  \ngour  all  the 
resourcBs  of  genius  and  of  learning.  Alternately  eearcluug  the 
depths  of  the  heart,  and  playing  over  the  mere  siirt'ace  of  tho  minil, 
they  relieved  the  subtleties  of  logic  by  a  quibble  or  a  pun,  and 
illumiimteil,  by  intcose  daahea  of  wi^  tbti  metJiphysiuil  aTiysses 
which  it  waa  their  delight  to  tread.     Kveu  when  directing  the 
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8]>mtual  affections  to  their  luRhcat  exercise,  they  bazordod  any 
qniiint  conceit  which  crossed  their  patli,  and  gave  way  to  ovciy  im- 
puhie  of  faucy  or  ol  paaaiou.  But  iHviiiity  waa'no  longer  to  Tvtaist 
the  foremost  jihee  in  Kni^lish  lit*»ralure.  The  Tillolwns  and  Seckon 
of  a  ]al«T  f^ii  wi'.pf:  alike  iliwlniatlul  of  their  readers  and  of  thi-ineelvea. 
Tame,  cmitious,  and  comict,  they  rose  above  the  Tatlers  and  Sjiwv 
tators  of  their  times,  bcuauBo  on  such  themes  as  theirs  it  was  im- 
posaihle  to  be  frivolous ;  but  they  can  hardly  be  eaij  to  have  roii- 
tributed  as  lar^^ely  as  Steele  and  Addison  to  guide  the  o|iiuiuus,  or  to 
fonn  the  character  of  theii'  fjcuLTalion. 

This  depression  of  theology  waa  aided  hy  the  state  of  political 
parlies  undf-T  the  two  first  princes  of  the  House  of  lirunswick. 
Low  aud  High  Church  were  hut  other  names  for  Whigs  and 
Tories ;  aud  while  Hiwulh-y  and  Attorbnry  wmuj,'led  aljftut  tbo 
priueiplea  of  the  Eevolution,  the  sacred  subjects  which  fonnetl  the 
pretext  of  their  disputes  were  desecrated  in  the  feelings  of  the  multi- 
tude, who  witnessed  and  eiyoyed  llie  controversy.  Secure  from 
further  pereecntion,  and  deeply  attached  to  the  new  onler  of  things, 
the  Pisseulera  were  no  longt-r  roused  to  religtous  zeal  by  invidio' 
secular  distinctions ;  and  l>(Mldnd(^  and  M'atts  lamented  tlie 
clino  of  their  congregations  &i>m  the  standard  of  their  ancient' 
piety.  The  former  victims  of  bigotry  had  become  ilB  proeolytoe, 
and  joined  in  directing  anathemas  against  the  Pope  and  the 
Prel^Mider,  with  etill  )j:reabn'  acrimony  than  against  the  Evil  One, 
with  whom  good  Protestants  of  all  denominations  aaanciuted  them. 

The  theology  of  any  age  at  once  ascertains  and  regidates  iU 
moral  stature  ;  and,  at  the  period  of  which  we  speak,  the  am^tere 
Tii-tuejn  oi  the  Puritans,  and  the  more  meek  aud  social,  though  not 
less  devuut,  »»pirit  of  the  "Worthies  of  the  Chumh  of  England,  il'  still 
to  be  detected  in  the  recesses  of  private  life,  were  di80ouutcuaut^ed 
by  the  gojieral  habita  of  society.  The  dt^parture  of  Uie  more  pure  aud 
generous  influences  of  earlier  times  may  be  traced  nowhere  more 
clearly  than  in  tJiose  works  of  fiction,  in  which  the  prevailing  profli- 
gacy of  niaiinei?  was  illuslnitwl  by  Fielding,  SU-me,  and  .Smollett : 
and  proved,  though  witli  more  honest  purposes,  by  BichardHun  and 
Defoe, 

It  was  at  this  period  that  the  Alma  Mater  of  Laud  and  Soobe- 
verel  was  nourishing  in  her  bosom  a  little  bond  of  pupils  destined  to 
accomplish  a  muraenlotu  revolution  in  the  nutional  character. 
Wesley  Iiail  already  altaine<l  the  dawn  of  niauho«>d,  when,  in  171 4» 
his  fiitiini  rival  and  cuadjutur,  fJefirgi'  "Wliitfield,  Mas  Iwm  at  a 
tavern  in  Gloucesttrr,  of  which  his  father  w;ia  the  host  The  d^ath 
of  the  elder  Whitfield  within  two  years  from  that  timo^  left  the  diiM 
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to  the  rare  of  bia  mntlipr,  who  took  upon  hersplf  the  mana{Tf  ment  of 
tho  "  Itell  Inn;"  though,  as  her  aon  haa  graterully  i-oconltiil,  shn 
"  pniJontly  kept  hiai,  iu  his  tender  yoars.  from  intcnntMldh'iig  with  tho 
tavern  business."  In  such  asitudtion  Iip  almnBt  inaviUbly  toll  into 
vices  and  foUica,  which  havo  been  exai^cmted  ua  much  by  the  vehe- 
mence of  hia  own  confeAsions,  as  by  the  mahgnity  of  his  eneiniefl.  They 
exhibit  aomo  curious  indications  of  hie  future  character.  Ho  lilohed 
his  mothcrr's  purse,  but  gave  part  of  tho  money  to  thft  poor.  He  stole 
books,  but  thuy  wero  boi»ks  of  devotion.  Irritat«J  by  the  unlneky 
tricks  of  his  pUyftdlows,  who,  ho  says,  in  the  language  of  DavivU 
"  compHsaed  hlni  about  like  bees,"  be  couverU-'d  into  a  prayer  the 
ptnphfitio  ircprccation  of  the  Pftalmist —  "  In  thfi  name  of  the  Ijord 
T  will  dt'slifpy  thorn."  The  mind  in  which  bad  passions  and  dovo- 
tionai  feelings  weru  tlius  slronjrly  knit  together,  was  consigned,  in 
early  ,\out)t,  to  tho  culturt;  of  the  <na8tur  of  the  grammar-schoul  of 
St  Mary  de  Crypt,  in  his  native  city  ;  and  there  were  givea  the 
first  indications  of  hia  future  pminence,  Ue  studied  the  English 
dhiuintic  M^^t^^rs,  and  roprcaented  their  female  cliaract«ra  with 
applause ;  and  when  tho  nmyor  and  aldonneti  were  to  be  harangaed 
by  one  of  the  iicholai-s,  the  embrj'o  field-preacher  was  selected  to 
eixtcd  tile  merits  And  to  gratify  the  taste,  of  their  worshipe.  His 
erratic  propensititM  were  dfiveloped  almost  as  soon  as  his  powers  of 
elocution.  Wearier!  with  the  studies  of  the  grHmniar-sehool,  he  ex- 
torted his  mothers  iThirtaut  con8<;nt  to  return  to  the  tavern ;  and 
there,  he  says,  '•  I  put  on  my  blue  apron  and  my  Bnutfers,  waahed 
Bjnps,  cleaned  rooms,  and,  in  one  word,  became  profeasod  and 
common  Di-awer  for  nigh  a  year  and  a  half."  The  Tapster  waa,  of 
ocnitee,  occusionaUy  tipsy,  and  always  in  request ;  but  as  even  the 
flow  of  the  tap  may  not  be  p(':rt!niiial,  he  found  Icij^iure  to  compose 
sennons,  and  stole  from  the  night  some  hours  for  the  study  of  the 
Bibie. 

At  tho  Bell  Inn  there  dwelt  a  sister-in-law  of  "WTutfield'a,  with 
vbom  it  was  his  fortune  or  his  fault  to  quarrel ;  and  to  sooth*  his 
troubled  spirit  he  "would  retire  and  weep  before  the  Lord,  aa 
Hagar  when  flying  from  Sarah."  From  tho  pre-sence  of  this  Saiali 
he  accordingly  fled  to  Bristol,  and  betook  himself  to  the  study  of 
Thomas  k  Kempis  ;  but  returning  once  more  to  Gloucester,  first  ex- 
changed divinity  for  the  drama,  an<I  then  abandoned  tho  dramatists 
for  his  long-noglectwl  school-books.  For  now  had  opened  a  prospect 
Inviting  him  to  tho  worthy  use  of  those  talents  which  might  other- 
wiii«  have  been  consumed  either  in  sordid  occupations,  or  In  some 
obscure  and  fruitless  eSbrta  to  assert  hia  native  superiority  to  onlin- 
ary  men.   Intelligence  bad  reached  his  mother  that  admission  might 


;,;,■::,     x::  '  :-..i...-:  •.:.•:    ;-- -   i>;    .I  '.  j-izl-f.  -»r.  L  chr:  iw.'^iple  of 

'  ■ .  :■.:  .'.-.■i  ::.:■'.'.':  V.'i.Ii^:,.  Lw.  TI.-:r:.>  :ut::r^  oLiris  ot'  a  Ttti^nous 
;■■:■.■',.,'.„'.  '.V-;;.;  '.;.-;i  "  ^;.>.*::' _• .::!._-  tL'r2i>'rIvi^i  wh':-:}".vr  ih'^T  faad 
fr:-:.  -.;.■.;,.-:  ;l.'.  ^  '.'.l. ■>;'.-:; :  •'^'i.r.'i.-.z  tr.-y  :iia  j-riv,-!  w;;L  irirour 
.'>',;..;■.■.  W ':-.:.'■■ -i-i-:.  ..:.i  f:;  Iiv.  o.:, i -la  Sai'^  I^y  ei>;-ii  :  it'  they 
;  1  .  ,  ■:  ;t  'f,...':'.;:'.  r.i.'i':.  *,w..-Iv.r,  :.i.'i  thr*.Tr  ■.■'<:lr<k  :  duly  meJiuit«^ 
' :.  -  .;.  .  .y  t:  >::,  *l,:.r*:  to  I'-zir  -n  l:.oni.i.-<  a  Kenipis  ;  t-r  luu^etl  on 
'.','■  ..■;■:   ;.iy  :;;.'!  y.Vuy  ir.iii  twrlv-  to  one  on  tht  Pityion." 

J;  ,r.  '/  ..*:•  i.-:;„  ii,'ii/-rio;ij  irt  the  £ii?t.  is  an  frxotio  in  this  cold  and 
;< .-  ;-■  i;.:.'l  of  o'jir..  },«-iiiii;:  at  tiir-  Ixvt  Ijut  .■'OiTy  fruit,  and  hoftc-ning 
'••-.x  |.;'n,  itiir';  'J'-'-iv.  Xt;ViTr  wfts  mortal  man  less  fitt^  f>»r  the 
'.'»;,S;;i;.J.)!;v';  -.^lt';  tJ.iiij  * I'or^''- ^\'iiitIi'-M.  It  was  an  attempt  aa 
lt'.[i'{iil  ;i-  tl);ii  i,\'  'loiivt-riiii;:  a  balloon  into  an  oUstrrvatorv.  He 
<li'  I'l  !li(:  »:li;ir:n:l'-r  ifi<i'-''ril  to  a'lTiiirrition.  for  "'  he  thoiyht  it  unbe- 
'oriiiii;;  a  j/"iiil<riit  to  have  his  Imir  jjowik-n-d.  and  wore  vooUeu 
•^\'i\i- .,  ti  jiaf'rh'-d  j:o\vn,  and  dirty  shf-es,"  ]iut  the  siililime  ab- 
.  ii;i'ii'iii.  wlii<:ii  -^hoiiid  ji'.-oidf;  th*;  ';'*I1  and  haunt  the  spirit  of  the 
li'i'tiiii.  li'-.  v.f>o';d  in  Viiiii.  in  th«;  liop<-lt'Ss  attempt  to  do  nothing 
It'it  rii'-'litsit'-,  "  lh<;  power  of  nicclitatinft  or  even  thinking  wa?,"  he 
i-.i',  •;  "liikiii  from  liini,"  Castaiiza  on  the  "  iSpiritual  Combat"  ad- 
VI  <d  liiiii  1.»  talk  hut  littlb ;  and  "  iSiitan  ^id  lie  must  not  talk  at 
all."  'I"h';  IMviijo  Ilf-d'-'-iutT  had  been  surrounded  in  Ms  temptations 
IjV  il*  .'i-flH  and  wild  Ixtiwls,  and  to  ajtpruach  this  example  aa  closolr 
:i.  llic  localiti(rH  allowed,  Whitfield  was  accustomed  to  select  Christ 
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Chiirch  Metfulow  as  the  sceno,  and  a  atorniy  nijjlit  aa  the  tiiue,  of  his 
nicntid  conflicts.  He  lu-ostraUyi  his  body  cti  the  hare  oarth,  fastud 
during  Lent^  and  exposcnl  himself  to  the  culd  till  hia  hands  began  to 
blacken,  and  "  by  abstinence  and  iuwai\l  struggles  so  emoiciated  hia 
body  as  to  be  scarcely  able  to  creep  upstairs,"  lu  this  deplorable 
&tute  he  received  from  tlieWeslp.ys  hcmkg  and  ghostly  coumwls.  His 
tutor,  more  wisely,  amt  him  a  physician,  and  for  seren  W(H>k8  ho 
laboured  under  a  wvero  illness,  ft  van,  in  bis  own  langiiagR,  "a 
glorious  visitation."  It  gave  him  time  and  composure  to  make  a 
wnitirn  rwyird  and  a  penitent  confcaaion  of  hia  youthful  siim  ;  to  ex- 
amine the  >'ew  Testaiuent ;  to  reiu.1  Bishop  Hull's  ConteivpUitiou.-*  ; 
and  to  seek  by  prayer  for  wiBdom  and  for  peace.  The  bltissiugs 
tlios  invoked  were  not  denied.  "Thu  day-star,"  he  says,  "  anwn  in 
my  heart  This  spirit  of  mourning  was  taken  from  me.  For  scnu'- 
lime  I  could  not  avoid  singing  Pfuiplms  wherever  I  was,  but  my  joy 
kliccame  gradually  more  settled.  Thus  wore  the  days  of  my  mouni- 
ring  ended." 

And  tKus  also  was  eodwl  his  education.  Before  the  completion 
[Of  hia  twenty-flrat  year,  'VN'hittield  returned  to  Gloucester;  and 
huch  was  the  fame  of  Iub  piety  and  tali^nts  that  Dr  Ben^n,  tho 
^tlien  Bishop  nf  the  Diocese,  oflerod  to  dispenRO,  in  his  favour,  with 
the  i-ule  which  forbade  the  ordination  of  Deacons  at  so  unripw  an 
jage.  The  mental  agitation  which  preceded  his  acceptance  of  this 
Ijtroposal,  is  dei^cribeil  in  theiie  strange  but  gnkphic  tej-ius  iu  one  of  h'n 
latest  sermons, 

"  I  never  jimyed  against  any  corrupltoti  I  had  iu  my  life,  so  much. 
as  I  did  against  going  into  holy  orders  so  soon  as  my  friends  wero 
for  having  luc  go.  Bishop  Benson  was  pleased  to  honour  me  with 
peculiar  frieiul.ship,  so  as  to  olTer  me  preferment,  or  to  do  anything 
for  mc.  My  friends  wanted  me  to  mount  tht.>  Church  betimca  Ttii-y 
w.'uited  me  to  knock  my  head  against  the  pulpit  too  young  ;  but  buw 
some  young  men  8ta,nd  np  here  and  there  ami  preach  I  do  not  know. 
However  it  l>o  to  them,  God  knows  how  deep  a  concern  entenni; 
into  the  ministry  and  preaching  was  to  me,  I  havo  praynd  a  thou- 
sand times,  till  the  sweat  has  dropped  from  my  face  like  pain,  that 
iGod  of  his  infinite  mercy  would  not  let  me  ont«r  the  Chundi  till  ha 
■called  me  to  and  thraat  me  forth  in  Ida  work.  I  remember  once  in 
GlouocAter,  1  know  tho  room — I  look  up  to  the  window  when  I  am 
there,  and  wjilk  along  tJie  street — I  know  the  window  up<m  whirli 
I  have  lain  |iro«tmte.  I  said.  Lord,  T  cnuoot  go,  1  Khali  be  pulfod 
up  with  ])ride,  and  fall  int*^  ijte  condemnation  of  tho  Devil.  Lor^i, 
'  not  let  me  go  yet-  I  pleiulml  to  lie  at  Oxford  two  or  three  years 
0X0.     I  intended  to  make  loO  sermons,  and  thought  that  I  would 


set  up  witli  a  gnnd  stock  hi  trade,  T  ppnioinlwr  praying,  wivslUng, 
and  striving  with  (.Jud.  I  saivl,  I  am  undone.  I  am  until  to  preui^ 
in  thy  great  mum?.  Send  me  not,  Lord,— send  mc  not  yet  Twrtite 
to  all  my  Iriemle  in  town  and  coimtr>'  to  pray  against  the  Bisbop'a 
solicitation,  but  Ihey  insisted  I  tiliould  go  into  orderti  before  I  was 
twenty-two.  After  all  tbcir  solioitations,  tbfae  words  came  into  my 
mind,  "  Nothing  shall  pluck  you  out  of  my  bonds ; "  Uiey  came 
waiTO  to  my  heart..  'Div.u,  an<l  not  till  then,  T  Raid,  Lord,  T  tcill 
go ;  send  me  wbc-n  Ihou  wilt."  He  vrtis  ordained  ocoordingly ; 
and  "  when  the  Biahoji  laid  his  bands  upon  my  head,  my  lnyirt," 
lio  fiaya,  "  was  melted  dnwu,  and  1  oH'ured  uji  my  whole  spirit,  suul, 
and  iMKly." 

A  man  within  whoRO  bosiom  resides  an  oracle  directing  bis  steps 
in  the  language  and  with  the  autbority  of  inspiration,  bad  needs  be 
thus  Bell'-devotetl.  in  aotd.  and  Iwdy,  to  some  honest  pxirpose.  If 
not,  111-  will  Imt  twn  oft^-ii  rnisLakH  the  voice  of  the  Pythoness  fur 
that  whii.:ii  ifisues  fnnn  the  sanctuary.  But  the  uprightness  and  in- 
fli-xihlo  constancy  of  Whittii'ld'a  character  rotulcred  even  its  supt'r- 
stitions  companitivcly  harmless  ;  and  the  snrtilege  was  ever  iu 
favour  of  sonic  new  etibrt  to  accomplish  Uic  single  object  for  which 
he  heuceforwuni  lived. 

The  next  words  which  "came  to  his  soul  with  power"  were, 
"Sp<-ak  out,  Paid,"  and  never  was  injunction  more  strictly  obeyed. 
*'  Immediately,"  he  says,  '*  my  heart  was  enlarged,  and  I  preacheni  on 
the  Sunilay  morning  to  a  very  crowded  audience  with  as  niurh 
freedom  as  if  I  had  been  a  preacher  for  some  years.  As  I  priwoislnl 
1  perceived  the  fire  kindled,  till  at  last,  though  so  yuuug,  and 
amidst  a  crowd  of  those  who  knew  me  in  my  inlant  childisli  daj's, 
I  trust  I  was  enabled  to  speak  witli  some  degree  of  goapel  aLithcrity. 
Some  few  mocked,  hut  most  for  the  present  seemed  striirk,  and  I 
have  heard  since  that  a  complaint  had  been  made  to  thft  lUshop  ihttl 
I  drove  tifl«en  mad  by  the  first  sermon.  The  worthy  Pndate,  as  I 
am  iulunned^  wudicd.  that  the  modneee  might  not  be  forgotten 
before  next  Sunday." 

Thus  early  conscious  of  bis  own  rare  powers,  delighting  in  the 
exercise  of  them,  charmed  with  the  admiration  which  tliuy  excited, 
and  exulting  in  the  belief  that  be  bad  been  commissioned  Irom  on  liigfi 
to  quicken  a  torpid  generation  into  life,  he  was  urged  into  exertions 
whith,  if  not  attested  by  irrefragable  proofs,  might  appear  incrwliblo 
and  fahxdouB^  It  was  the  statement  of  one  who  knew  him  wi-ll, 
and  who  was  incapable  of  i^iliiil  exaggeration — and  it  is  coniirma! 
by  his  letters,  his  jonmals,  and  a  wliolo  cloud  of  witnesses — that, 
"  in  the  compass  of  a  single  week,  and  that  for  years,  be  spoke  in 
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Rcnoral  forty  hoars,  ami  very  mnny  «ixty,  and  that  lo  t1ion*=au(l9 ; 
aii'i  afUr  liis  la>>oura,  iiiHtaui  ut'  taking  any  re^st,  he  wa*«  •;ni:a>'ed 
in  oifering  up  prayers  and  intercessions,  with  hymns  and  Bpiritual 
songii,  as  hifl  manner  waa,  iu  every  house  to  "which  ho  was  invited." 
Given,  a  preacher,  who,  during  the  passage  of  the  sun  through  the 
ecliptic,  adrln-ssiia  hia  audience  every  seventh  day  in  two  discourses 
of  the  dvrarfisih  aize  to  whinli  sermons  attain  in  this  degenerate  age, 
and  mnhiply  his  etfortiii  by  forty,  and  you  do  not  reach  the  meamiro 
of  ^Vhitlield's  homiletical  lahoxirs,  during  each  of  hia  next  live  and 

Lthirty  years.     Combina  this  with  the  fervour  uith  which  be  habit* 

piially  spoke,  the  want  of  all  aid.-*  to  the  voice  in  the  lields  and  the 
thoroughfares  ho  frequented,  aud  the  toil  of  rendering  himaelf  dis- 
tinctly audible  to  thousands  and  tens  of  thotituindH,  and,  i-oiisiderod 
merely  as  a  physical  phenomenon,  the  result  is  amongst  the  most 
curious  of  all  well-authenticated  marvels.  If  the  time  spent  in 
traTLdliug  from  place  to  place,  and  some  brief  inter\'als  of  rep<>se  and 
preparation  be  subtracted,  his  whole  life  may  be  said  to  Lave  Iwen 
conatuaed  in  the  delivery  of  ouo  continuous  or  scarcely  interrupted 
sermon.  Strango  as  is  such  an  example  of  bodily  and  mental  energy, 
6till  stranger  is  the  power  he  pnaecsse^l  of  fa.scinating  the  attention 
of  heoroTB  of  every  rank  of  life  and  of  every  variety  of  understand- 
ing. Not  only  were  the  loom,  the  forge,  the  plough,  the  collieries, 
and  the  workshops  deserted  at  Ids  approach,  but  the  spell  was  ac- 
knowledged by  Hume  and  Kmnklin — by  Pulteney,  Bolingbrcike, 
and  Chesterfield — by  maids  of  honour  antl  lords  of  the  bedchamber. 
Such  indeed  was  it«  fon:e,  that  when  the  scandal  could  W  concealed 
behind  the  well-a-jjusted  curtain,  "e'en  mitred  'auditors'  would 
nod  the  head."  J^either  English  reserve,  nor  the  theological  dis- 
criniiuiition  of  the  Scutch,  nor  the  callous  nerves  of  the  slave-4h.'aler8 

!of  America,  nor  tho  stately  8eLf-|>osseg8ion  of  her  aborigines,  could 
resist  the  enchantment  Kttver  wa^  mortal  man  gifted  with  such  on 
incapacity  of  fatiguing  or  of  bring  fatigued. 

It  is  inipo.ssiible  to  awanl  any  similar  pruiso  to  the  lievereud  lt«bert 
Philip,  "NVTiit field's  latest  hiogmpher.  Ho  hna  followed  the  sUipa  of 
the  great  itinorant  from  the  cra^llc  to  the  grave,  iu  a  volume  of 
nearly  six  hundred  closely  printed  pages,  compUed  on  the  principle 
that  nothing  can  be  sufM^rtluong  in  the  narrative  of  a  gn'Jit  man's 
life  which  was  of  any  real  importance  to  tlie  man  liimself,  or  t-o  his 
associates,  llic  chronirle  so  dmwn  up,  illnminatf^l  by  no  elo<incnco 
or  philosophy,  hiunan  or  divine,  and  arranged  on  no  inV'lligihl© 
method,  is  a  sore  exercise  for  tho  memory  and  tlie  pniiencc  of  the 

^render.     It  records,  without  selection  or  forbearance,  thirteen  suc- 
sive  voyages  across  th«  Atlantic  —  pilgmnagee  incalculable  iu 
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every  part  of  the  North  American  continent,  from  Geor^pu  to' 
R(wton — conln>vorsie«  w-ith  Weslt-y  ou  preileslination  and,  perfection, 
auH  with  the  Bishops  od  still  tlwp**r  mystorif^s — cbapel  huildinga 
and  suhscriptiuiis — preachings  mul  tho  e.\cit**iin.-iil  which  Ibllowbd 
them— and  characteristic  sayings  and  unclmracteristic  letters  — 
meetinjfB  and  partings  —  and  every  other  incident,  great  and  small, 
whicli  haa  heeu  preser\i?«i  by  the  oral  or  wrilteu  traditions  of 
"Wliiifitild's  foUow<-;r8.  His  hfo  still  n-maiim  to  Iw  writttja  by  some 
one  who  shall  briny  to  tho  task  other  qualifications  than  an  honest 
ieal  for  his  fame,  and  a  cardial  adoption  of  hi«  opinions. 

J^'rom  the  conflict  with  the  enemies  who  had  threatened  her  ex- 
ifitence,  the  Church  miliUiut  tiirned  to  retii&l  the  unwelcome  ally 
•who  menaced  her  repose.  Warhiirton  Jed  the  van,  and  Iwhind  bim  • 
many  a  niitrwl  front  scowled  on  the  auducioiw  innovator.  XUvusted 
of  the  loj^omachica  -which  chiefly  ens^<;ed  the  attention  of  the  dis- 
putantA,  the  controversy  between  Whilfield  and  the  Bishops  lay  in 
a  narrow  compass.  It  being  mutually  conceded  that  the  virtau  of 
the  Christian  life  can  re«idt  oiUy  fmm  eerttiin  divine  impulses,  and 
that  to  lay  a  claim  to  tliis  holy  in^ipiratifin  when  its  l^timato  fruity 
fire  wanting,  is  a  fatal  delusion — he  miiiiitained,  and  they  dejutMl, 
that  tho  person  who  is  the  subject  of  thit^  sacred  influence  has  within 
bis  own  hoRom  an  inde{>cndent  attestation  of  its  reality.  So  abstruse 
a  dbbale  required  the  zest  of  some  more  pungent  ingredients  ;  and 
the  [xdemiiis  with  whom  Whitfield  Iiad  to  do^  were  not  such  Bcioliata 
in  their  calling  as  to  be  ignorant  of  the  necessity  of  fastening  upon 
him  some  epithet  at  once  opprobrious  and  vague.  While,  therefore, 
xnilder  spirits  arraigned  him  aa  an  Enthueiad,  Warburton,  with 
constitutional  energj'  of  iiivective,  denounced  him  as  a  Funatia.  In 
vain  he  demanded  a  definition  of  tliese  reproachful  terms.  To  have 
fise<l  their  meaning  would  have  hwn  to  destroy  their  point.  They 
aiTorded  a  solution  at  oiico  coniptMnliouiii,  obscure,  and  repulHive,  of 
whatever  was  remarkable  in  his  character,  and  have  accompanied 
his  name  fnim  that  time  to  tho  present.  The  cfarronts  of  life  had 
drifted  Warburton  on  divinity  as  his  profession,  but  lu9  satirical 
phjpeusities  were  too  strong  to  yield  even  to  the  study  of  the 
Gospels.  From  them  be  might  have  iliscovered.  the  injustice  of  his 
censure ;  for  the  real  nature  of  religious  fanaticism  can  be  learut 
with  equal  oleamoss  firom  no  ether  source.  Tliey  tell  of  some  men 
who  compassed  sea  and  limd  t»  make  one  proselyte,  that,  vhen 
znade,  they  might  train  bim  up  as  a  persecutor  and  a  bigot;  of 
some^  who  erect©!  sepulchral  monuments  to  the  martyrs  of  a  fonner 
age,  while  unsheathing  the  sword  wliich  was  to  augment  iheir  num- 
ber; of  some  who  would  have  called  down  fire  from  heaven  to 
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pnnish  the  inhospitablo  city  which  rejoctod  their  Slostor ;  and  nf 
Bome  who  exhausted  their  Iwdies  with  fasting,  acd  their  minda  with 
«!tudv,  that  they  mij»ht  with  deeper  emphasis  cnree  the  ignoruut 
ifiiillitude.  ThcAO  aM  Inbonro  1  under  a  mental  dittcoae,  wliich, 
amount  flunaticH  of  every  generation,  has  a&sumt-rl  the  same  dia- 
tinctivo  ^irpo.  It  consiatA  in  an  unhallowed  allianco  of  the  morose 
and  rindictivG  passions  with  devotional  or  religious  excitement 
Averting  the  mental  eye  from  what  is  cheerfn!,  affectioniita,  and 
ftnimatiu;;  iu  piety,  thci  Tiftima  of  this  malady  rogurd  the  Hecta  op- 
pofltHl  to  tiiem  not  as  the  children,  hut  as  tliQ  enemies  of  Ond  ;  and 
while  looking  inward  with  melancholy  alt^matioua  of  eelf-com- 
planency  and  self-reproach,  loam  to  contemplate  their  brethren  as 
their  enemies,  and  Deity  itself  with  but  half-euppreswed  aversion. 
To  connect  the  name  of  the  kinddiearted  George  Wliilfield  with 
such  a  reproach  as  this  !  To  <^U  on  tlin  indolent  of  all  future  gen' 
eralions  who  (>hould  heliovo  in  Warbnrton,  to  associate  the  despised 
itinerinl  of  liw  times  with  the  Dominies  and  the  Ilonnera  nf  former 
agea !  Tndy  the  indignant  prelate  knew  nob  whiit  mrmnor  of  s]iirit 
be  was  nf.  If  ever  plulatithropy  burned  iu  the  human  heart  with 
pure  and  intense  Qarnc,  innbracirig  the  whole  family  of  man  in  the 
spirit  of  universal  charity,  it  was  in  the  heart  of  Geoige  Whittield. 
Hb  predeatinarian  speculations  ptTplexed  his  mind,  bnt  coidd  not 
check  the  expansion  of  his  Christian  feeling  "  He  loved  the 
world  that  hated  him."  He  had  no  preferencea  but  in  fiivour  of  the 
ijjnorant,  the  miserable,  and  the  poor.  In  their  cause  he  fthrunk 
from  no  privation,  and  declined  neither  insult  nor  hostility.  To 
nich  wrongs  ho  opjxt^tod  the  weapons  of  an  all-enduring  meekness^ 
and  a  love  which  would  not  be  ropulsed.  Tin?  springs  of  Ida  be- 
nevolence were  inexhanstible,  and  conld  not  choose  bnt  flow.  As- 
sisted it  may  have  hern  by  natural  disposition,  and  by  many  ex- 
ternal influences;  but  it  ultimately  repo«d  on  the  fixed  persuasion 
that  he  was  enpapwl  in  a  sacred  clnty,  the  faithful  discharge  of  which 
would  be  foUowe^l  by  an  imfrfrishablo  recompense.  With  whatmror 
ondiifestod  subtleties  his  rrlipions  creed  was  encumbered,  they  could 
not  hid«  from  him,  thouj^h  they  mi^ht  obscure,  the  tmth,  tliat,  be- 
tween the  virtues  of  this  life  and  the  rcward.s  of  a  future  fltatc.  the 
connection  is  necotssarj"  and  indissoluble.  Referring  the  ret^ribtitiva 
dispensation  exclusively  to  the  Divine  benevolence,  his  theology 
inciiliMted  humility,  while  it  inspired  love,  and  fortitude,  and  hope. 
Il  taupht  Mm  wjlf-dbitnist.  and  reliance  on  a  strenjjth  superior  to 
his  own ;  and  in^ftrurted  him  in  the  mysten.'  which  recomnles  the 
elevation  and  the  purity  of  diKiiiterrstfl*!  love  with  thnsn  lower  mo- 
tives of  aolion  whiuh  more  immediately  rc8[>cut  the  future  advantage 
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nf  the  agent     ^VTiatever  else  Whitfield  may  have  been,  a  Fanatic, 
in  llie  proper  sens©  of  that  torm,  he  aasare-dly  was  not. 

The  charge  of  Knlhiiaiasm  was  so  anibiguoua,  that  it  might,  with 
equal  proprifity,  he  understood  as  conveying  either  comraentlation  or 
reproach.  Hope  is  the  element  in  which  lUl  the  great  men  of  the 
world  move  and  have  their  being-  Engaged  in  arduous  and  lofly 
deoigns,  they  mnst,  to  a  certain  extent,  live  in  an  imaginary  wori(^ 
and  reaDimate  their  ex-hauBttKl  strength  with  ideal  prospecta  of  the 
sncceaa  which  is  to  repay  their  labours.  Bnt,  like  eveiy  other  amo- 
tion, Hope,  when  long  indulged,  jnelda  but  a  prccariiins  oUiilience 
to  the  roaiwning  powers ;  and  Reason  herself,  even  when  most  en- 
lighteneiJ,  will  not  seldom  make  a  voluntar>*  abdication  of  her 
60verei'»nty  in  favour  of  tliis  her  so  powerful  minit<ter — Burrendering^ 
Tip  to  the  guiiiaoce  of  bright  and  anieut  anticipations,  a  mind  who«o 
lofty  aims  cannot  be  realised  by  obedience  to  her  own  sober  coon- 
selfl.  For  in  "  this  little  Btat«  of  man  "  the  ptusions  mu^t  be  the 
free  subjects,  not  the  slaves  of  the  Kcaaon ;  and  while  they  obwy 
her  precepts,  shoidd  impart  to  her  some  of  their  own  spirit,  warmth, 
and  energy.  It  is,  however,  essential  to  a  weU-cuiiHtituted  nature, 
that  the  subordination  of  the  lower  to  the  superior  faculties,  tbou^ 
thus  oeca.'iionftlly  relaxeti,  should  bo  habitually  maintained.  Uawl 
with  due  abstinence,  Hope  acts  as  a  he4ilthf\d  tonic  ;  intern ptimt«ly 
indulgod,  as  an  enervating  opiate.  The  visions  of  fuluro  triumpli, 
which  at  Urst  animate  exertion,  if  dwelt  upon  too  intently,  will 
usurp  the  place  of  the  stem  mtlity,  and  noble  objects  will  be  con- 
templated, not  for  their  own  inhen-nt  worth,  but  on  account  of  the 
day-jrearas  they  ongendor.  Thus,  Hope  aided  by  Imagination  makefl 
000  man  a  hero,  another  a  somnambuli^jt,  and  a  tliitxl  a  lunatic ; 
while  it  renders  them  all  Knthusiaats.  And  thus  are  classed  toge- 
ther, under  one  generic  term,  chanicters  wide  asunder  as  the  polos^ 
and  standing  at  tlic  top  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  scale  of  bnmui 
intellect,  The  stiiiie  epitliet  is  ajiplied  indifferently  to  Franda 
Bacon  and  to  Emanuel  Swedenborg. 

Religious  men  are,  for  obvious  reasons,  more  subject  than  others 
to  Eiithuaiasm,  both  in  its  invigomting  and  in  ita  morbid  funna. 
They  are  aware  that  there  is  about  their  path  and  about  their  bed  a 
Teal  presence^  which  yet  no  sense  attests.  They  ivvere  a  spiritual 
inmate  of  the  anul,  of  wliom  they  have  no  delinite  conBciousneaa, 
They  live  in  communion  with  one,  whoso  nature  is  chiefly  defined 
by  negatives.  They  are  rngaged  in  duties  which  c-an  bci  performed 
aoceptably  only  at  the  bidding  of  the  deepest  atlections.  They  reit 
their  faith  on  prophetic  and  miraculous  suspensions,  in  timea  paat^ 
of  the  usual  coonte  of  nature ;  and  derive  their  hopes  and  feaia  from 
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the  dim  shadows  cast  by  thia;:^  eternal  on  the  troubled  mirror  of 
this  tranRieint  scona  What  woiuler  if,  niider  the  mcumhent  weight 
of  suoh  thoughts  as  these,  tlio  course  of  active  virtue  ho  too  orten 
arrested  ;  or  if  a  relipous  romance  sometimes  t^ikes  the  place  of  con- 
teiii|i|}itive  piety  ;  or  if  tlie  fictitious  gradiuilly  supersedes  the  n\al ; 
or  if  a  world  of  dreams,  a  eyatein  of  opinions,  and  a  code  of  monijs, 
which  religion  disavows,  occaxionally  shwl  their  narcotic  inlluenco 
over  a  spirit  excited  and  oppresseil  hy  the  shapeless  forms  and  the 
foaifid  powers  with  whirli  it  is  eonversnntl 

litith  in  th«  more  and  iu  the  less  favourable  sense  of  the  expres- 
sion Whilfiold  was  an  Knthusiast.  Tlie  thmhlom  of  the  active  to 
the  meditative  powers  wtia  indeed  abhorrent  from  his  nature ;  but 
lie  was  unable  to  maintain  a  just  e*|uilihrium  helwfien  tliera.  His 
life  waa  one  protracted  calenturo ;  ami  tlie  mentjil  fever  discoloured 
and  distorted  the  objeets  of  his  pursuits.  Without  intellectuij  dis^ 
cipline  or  sound  learning,  he  confounded  his  narrow  range  of  ele- 
mentary topics  with  the  comprehensive  scheme  and  science  of 
divinity.  Leaping  over  the  state  of  pupilage,  he  became  at  once  a 
teacher  and  a  do;riiiiitist  Tlie  lessons  which  he  never  drt-w  from 
hooks  vfftrv-  nevftr  taught  him  by  living  men.  He  allowed  himself 
no  leisure  for  social  intercourse  with  his  superiors,  or  with  his 
equals,  bnt  underwent  the  dcbiiitatiiig  ell'eetri  of  conversing,  almost 
exelnsively,  with  those  who  sat  as  disciples  at  bis  feet.  Their 
homa;3o.  and  thp  imjietuous  tumult  of  his  career,  loft  him  but  super- 
ficially acquainted  with  himsfdf.  Unsuapicioiis  of  his  own  ignor- 
ance, ijnd  exposed  to  flatter}'  fur  more  intoxicating  than  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  theatre,  he  laid  the  foundations  of  a  new  relijjnous  system 
with  IcAS  of  profound  thought,  and  in  a  greater  penury  of  theological 
Tesearch,  than  had  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  a  reformer  or  hcresiarch 
before.  The  want  of  learuinj;;  was  concealed  under  the  dazzling  veil 
of  popular  eloquence,  and  supplied  by  the  afsnrance  of  Divine 
illumination ;  and  the  spiritual  influence  on  which  ho  thus  relifd, 
would,  if  real,  have  been  little  else  than  a  continually  recurring 
mi  raid  p.  It  was  not  a  power  like  that  which  acts  throughout  the 
material  world — the  nnsocn  and  inaudible  source  of  life,  suutoiaing, 
cementing,  and  invigorating  all  things,  hiding  itself  fivm  the  heed- 
less beneath  the  subonlinate  agency  il  employs,  aiid  disclonMitl  to  the 
thoughtful  by  iU  prolific  and  plastic  energies.  The  accc.«is  of  the 
Sacred  preHence,  which  Wliitfiold  aeknowledged,  was  perceptible  by 
an  inward  consciousness,  and  was  not  merely  different,  hut  distin- 
guishable, from  the  movements  of  that  intellectual  and  sensitive 
mechanism  of  his  own  nature,  by  means  of  which  it  operated.  He 
discerned  it  not  only  in  the  growth  of  the  active  and  pa^ive  virtuee, 


and  in  pmf;n>3aivo  strflngth  and  wisdom  and  peaco,  but  tn  stidd« 
iinpul^en  which  'visited  his  hosom,  and  unexpected  ^uggeslion^' 
which  directed  his  path-  A  truth  of  all  otlit'cs  the  mwt  co!i>tohitory 
and  the  most  awful,  was  thus  dc^^mdod  nlmu«t  to  »  level  with  ftui>er- 
stitious  which,  in  their  naked  form,  no  inau  would  huve  nmre  vehe- 
monlly  diaclaimed ;  and  tlie  great  mj'stciy  whicli  blonds  togother 
the  human  and  the  Divino  in  the  Christian  dispcnmtion,  lofit  much 
of  its  sublime  uhiirui'tcr,  and  with  it  much  of  ita  salulaij  iulluenca 

It  was  indoot^l  ini]}os«ibIo  that  a  mind  feeding  upon  such  visiona 
as  lie  invitB"!  and  cherished  sliould  entirely  ettcape  thyir  practical 
miwhief.  Ho  would  have  rejocted  witli  horror  the  impions  dream 
that  tilt!  indwelling  Deity  would  absolve  him  from  any  obhgution 
of  justice,  mercy,  or  truth.  Yet  ho  could  persuade  himself  that  I19 
cujoyed  a  dispensation  from  the  duty  of  canonical  olKidienco  to  hia 
et-cltwiastical  suporioia.  Ilia  revolt  against  the  authority  of  the 
Chuivh  of  which  he  was  11  pruabyter,  is  at  once  avowed  anil  de- 
fended by  his  lateat  bioj;rapher.  "  If,"  he  says,  "  a  bishop  did  gi>od, 
or  allowed  good  to  ho  t\cim\  Whittield  venerated  him  and  hts  otHce 
too  ;  but  he  despised  both  whenever  they  were  hostile  to  truth  or 
zeal — I  have  no  objection  to  say,  whenever  they  were  hostile  to  bia 
own  stiutiments  and  meuanres.  What  lioneat  man  would  respeot  an 
unjust  judge,  or  an  ignorant  physician,  because  of  their  profeasiaiULl 
titles  1     It  is  hi^h  titno  to  put  an  end  to  this  non.'iensa" 

Mr  Philip's  boast  is  not,  or  at  least  should  not  be,  that  be  is  well 
found  iu  the  principles  of  casuistry.  Ho  ie  no  Dttctor  Dubitaniiumy 
but  a  spiritual  pugilist,  who  uses  his  pen  as  a  cud^eL  What«vcr 
may  be  the  value  of  hard  words,  they  are  not  sutfieiont  to  adju^ 
such  a  question  as  thu.  Under  tULuctions  of  the  most  awful  solemn- 
ity, Whitheld  Imd  bound  himself  to  submit  to  the  lawfid  conunanda 
of  his  bishop.  His  "measures"  being  opposed  to  the  law  ecol*"- 
siaslical,  were  interdicted  by  his  diocesan;  but,  his  "sentiments'* 
telLia}*  liim  that  he  was  right,  and  the  bishop  wrong,  the  vow  of 
obedience  wa*,  it  seems,  cancelled.  If  so,  it  was  but  on  impioiu 
mockery  to  make,  or  to  receive,  it.  If  it  bo  r«ally  "  nonseuae"  to 
respect  so  sncrod  an  engagement,  then  is  thore  leas  sound  sense  thrm 
has  usually  been  supplied  in  good  faith  and  plain  doaling.  Kveu 
on  the  hazardous  assumption  that  the  nUegiaacc  voluntarily  amuiifid 
by  tlie  clergy  of  tlie  Anglican  Charch  is  (Ussoluble  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  inferior  party,  it  is  at  least  evident  that  Whitfield  was  bound  to 
abandon  the  advantages,  when  he  repudiated  the  duties,  of  the  te- 
latioa  in  which  he  stood  to  his  bishop.  But,  "dfspitting"  tha 
episcopal  office,  he  still  kept  his  station  in  the  episcoptd  Clmrtdi ; 
and,  if  he  had  no  ahaiu  in  her  emolumentSj  continutid  at  loost  to 
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enjoy  the  rant,  the  worship,  the  influence,  anrl  the  privilege*  which 
attend  hor  ministers.  In  the  midst  of  this  n^volt  h«  performed  her 
ollircs,  anil  iiiinisteretl  in  her  tomplrs,  a»  oftrn  as  opportunity  of- 
fered. It  was  the  dishonest  proceeding  of  a  good  njftu  bewildered 
by  dreams  of  the  special  |;ruidance  of  a  Divine  Monitor.  The 
apoloy>'  f'f  his  biograplujr  is  the  error  of  a  religious  man  led  away 
by  a  se<?Urian  spirits 

Tlip  sinifttfir  influence  of  Wlntfiold'ji  imapinntion  on  his  opinions, 
and,  through  them,  on  his  conduct,  nmy  l>o  illustmted  by  another 
example.  He  not  only  became  the  purcha.ser  of  slaves,  but  con* 
demne<l  t)ie  restriction  which  at  thtit  i'uno  forUule  their  introduction 
into  Gwrgia.  There  is  extant,  in  his  handwriting,  an  inventory  of 
the  olfccts  at  tho  Oq>han  House,  in  thut  province,  in  which  thoee 
miiiemble  captives  take  their  pla<;Q  between  the  cattle  and  the  carta. 
"  Blessed  be  God,"  he  exclaimed,  *'  for  the  Increase  of  the  negroes. 
I  entirely  approve  of  reducing  the  Orphan  House  us  low  as  possible, 
and  I  am  d«t^raiined  to  take  no  more  than  the  plantation  will  matn- 
taiu  till  T  mn  buy  more  ncgrtjos."  It  is  true  thiit  it  was  only  aa 
founder  of  this  asylum  for  deiitttute  chihlren  that  he  made  these 
pn.rchiu)C5 ;  aud  true  al^o,  that  in  these  wretched  bondsmen  ho  ro- 
cngniseil  imuiortal  beings  for  whose  eternal  wolfars  be  labuured ; 
and  it  is  farther  true  tliat  tho  momlily  of  hia  age  was  lux  on  this 
subject.  But  the  American  t^uakers  were  already  bearing  testimony 
against  the  guilt  of  slavery  and  the  slavp-trade ;  aud  even  had  thi;y 
■bobn  silent,  so  eminent  a  Uacher  of  L'hristianity  ai  \Vhitfi«dd  could 
not,  withtMit  just  censure,  have  so  fur  descended  from  scriptural  to 
conventional  virtue. 

To  measure  such  a  man  as  George  Wlntfield  by  the  standards  of 
reSned  society  might  seem  a  very  stnnge,  if  not  a  ludicrous  attempt. 
Yet,  aa  Mr  Philip  repeatedly,  and  with  empba-tia,  ascribes  to  him 
the  character  of  a  *'  gcntlomnn,"  it  mi»t  be  stated  that  he  was  guilty 
of  high  crimos  and  niis>temeanouni  against  the  laws  of  that  aristo* 
cratic  commonwealth  in  which  the  at^ertiun  of  soviat  rftnality,  and 
the  nice  observance  of  tho  privileges  of  sex  and  rank,  are  bo  cnri- 
oiisly  hiirraoniseil  Such  waa  his  want  of  animal  courage,  thai  in 
the  vigriiir  of  his  dtiy^  he  could  tamely  acquiesce  in  a  sevem  pf-rsonal 
chasti^iimunt ;  and  lly  to  the  hold  of  his  vessel  for  safety  at  the 
prospect  of  an  appronchiiuf  P'-a-fight.  Such  hia  fulure  in  selt-rcspecfc, 
that  a  tone  of  awkwani  adulation  disttngnishoa  nearly  all  his  letters 
t*i  the  ladies  of  high  d^ree  wlio  partook  and  graced  his  triumph. 
But  his  cjLpital  oflence  against  the  code  of  manners  wan  the  aliseuce 
of  that  pudicity  wliich  shnnks  from  exposing  to  public  gaxo  the 
deepeit  emotions  of  the  heart    In  Journals  originally  divulgod,  and 
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at  last  publiahed,  by  himself,  and,  throughout  his  voluminous  cop- 
respouUenee,  he  is  '•  naked  and  ib  not  ashamed."     Some  very  coa 
elemenU  mnet  have  cutett^d  into  tho  composition  of  a  iiian  wh 
could  thus  scatter  abroatl  disdosuros  of  the  eercet  oomniunuigs 
his  spirit  ivith  his  Maker. 

Akin  to  this  fault  ia  hia  seemiug  unconsdousneas  of  the  oppreiw-" 
ive  majesty  of  the  ttipica  with  which  he  was  babjtuidly  ofe«j>icd. 
The  seraph  in  the  prophetic  vision  was  ajrayed  with  wings,  of  which 
fioroo  were  given  to  urge  his  flight,  and  others  to  cover  his  face. 
Vigorous  as  were  the  pinions  with  which  "VVhittield  moved, 
appeans  to  have  been  unprovided  with  those  beneath  which  his  eye 
should  have  shrunk  from  too  familiar  a  contemplation  of  the  inof- 
fable  gloTy.  ^\'^le^o  prophets  and  apostles  **  stood  trembling,'*  lie  is 
at  hia  ease ;  where  they  adored,  he  declaims,  lliis  is,  indeed,  one 
of  the  besetting  sins  of  iicuntiatea  in  divinity.  Bnt  few  evor  moved 
among  the  iniiiutiide^  and  eternities  of  invisible  things  with  li^ss 
embarrassment  or  with  less  of  silent  awe.  Illustrations  might  bdj 
drawn  from  every  part  of  his  writings,  but  hardly  witliout  cumt 
ting  the  iiroverenco  we  condemn. 

To  tho  lighter  graces  of  taste  and  fancy  Whitfield  hul  no  preten- 
sion. He  wandt'red  from  shore  to  shore  unobservant  of  the  wonders 
of  art  and  nature,  and  of  the  strange  varieties  of  men  and  mannt-r» 
whii:h  solicited  his  notice.  In  sermons  in  which  no  resource  within 
his  i-each  is  neglected,,  there  is  scarcely  a  trace  to  be  found  of  such 
objects  having  met  his  eye  or  arreated  his  attention.  Tlio  potitrj-  of 
the  inspired  volume  awakens  in  him  no  corresponding  raptures  ;  and 
the  rhj-tlimical  quotations  wkicli  overspread  Iiis  letters  never  rise 
above  the  caniile/tu  of  the  tabeniiicle.  In  polite  Uteratiire.  in  phy- 
sical and  moral  acienee,  he  never  advanced  much  beyond 
standard  of  tho  gmminar-school  of  St  Maiy  de  Cry])t.  Even  as  ■?! 
theologian,  he  has  no  claims  to  erudition.  He  appears  to  have  had 
no  Hebrew  and  little  Greek,  and  to  have  studied  neither  ecclcsiastiual, 
autiqmty  nor  the  great  divines  of  modem  times.  His  reading  so 
to  have  Ix^en  confined  to  a  few,  and  those  not  tho  most  eonsidemble^^ 
of  the  works  of  the  later  Noneonfunnists.  Neitlter  is  tt  pos^blo  to 
assign  him  a  place  among  profound  or  original  thinkers.  He 
in  fact,  almost  an  uneducated  man ;  and  the  powers  of  hie 
■were  never  ajipliod,  and  perhaps  could  not  have  been  applied  sue-' 
cesafully,  eitlier  to  the  luxiuisition  of  abstruse  knowledge,  or  to  the 
enlargement  of  its  houndiiries. 

"  Let  the  name  of  George  AVhitfu-ld  perish  if  God  be  glorified," 
was  \m  own  anient  ami  nncere  exclamation.  His  disciples  will 
hardly  acquiesce  in  thtiit  teaohGr's  sulf-abuaumenL     They  will 
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haps  reseut,  as  injurious  to  Iiim  and  to  their  cause,  these  impiitationa 
of  cnthuaioKm,  of  purHomU  timidity,  of  iirc^'creucc  and  coarseness  of 
miud,  of  iguorauce,  and  of  &  mediocrity  or  a  total  absencB  of  tho 
iwwera  of  fancy,  invention,  and  resenrcli.  But  the  apotheosis  of 
snuite  13  nfi  leas  idolatroas  than  that  of  heroes ;  and  tlicy  liave  not 
imbibed  Wlnttield's  spirit  wlio  cannot  brook  to  be  toUl  that  he  had 
his  slian:  of  the  fiiulta  and  intirmitics  which  do  man  tnoro  solemnly 
ascribed  to  the  whole  human  race. 

Stu'h,  however,  was  hi»  energy  and  self-devotion,  that  even  tho 
defects  of  hifi  character  worn  rfTodertKl  aubservifnl  to  the  one  end  for 
which  he  lived.  From  the  days  of  the  AiKJstles  to  our  ovra,  history 
records  the  career  of  no  man  who,  with  a  less  allny  of  motivi>9 
terminating  in  self,  or  of  pataions  breaking  loose  firom  the  control  of 
reason,  concentratet!  all  the  faculties  of  his  soul,  with  intensity  and 
peraeveianoe,  for  the  acconiplixbnient  of  one  great  design.  He 
belonged  to  tlmt  mre  variety  of  tho  hiunaa  species  of  which  it  hiw 
been  said  that  the  liberties  of  mankind  depend  on  their  inability  to 
combine  in  erecting  an  universal  monarchy.  With  nerves  incapable 
of  fatigue,  and  a  conlidence  in  Itimself,  whicli  no  authority,  neglect, 
or  opposition  could  almte,  op[io.ti»g  au  inijienetmble  ctkin  to  all  the 
missiles  of  swra  and  contumely,  and  yet  cxriuwitely  senj^itive  to  tho 
affection  which  chctjrf^d  and  tho  npplausc  which  rewarded  his 
labours ;  unembarrassed  either  by  the  learning  which  reveals  diffi- 
culties, or  by  the  meditative  powers  which  augge-st  doubts  ;  with  an 
insatiable  thirst  for  active  occupation,  and  an  unhesitating  faith  tn 
whatever  cause  he  undertook  ;  ho  might  have  been  one  of  the  most 
dangeruU)}  enemies  of  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  world,  if 
powers  so  formidable  in  their  possible  abuiie  had  not  been  direuU.Ml 
to  a  beneficent  end.  J  udged  by  the  wisdom  which  is  of  tho  eart.h, 
earth}',  Whitfield  would  be  pronounced  a  man  whose  energy  minis- 
tered to  a  vulgtir  ambition,  of  which  the  triumph  ovtfir  his  eccK'su^- 
ticol  superiors,  and  the  admiration  of  unlettered  midtitudes,  were  the 
object  and  the  recompense.  Kstimatwl  by  those  whose  religious 
opuiions  and  ohaervances  are  derived  from  him  by  hereditJiry  do- 
fictrit,  he  is  nothing  less  than  an  apoetle,  inspired  in  the  hitter  agBBi 
of  tho  Church  to  purify  her  faith,  and  to  reform  her  morals.  A 
more  impartial  survey  of  his  lii'e  and  writings  may  suggest  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  homage  of  ntltniring  crowds,  and  the  blandishments 
of  courtly  dames,  were  neither  imwelcome  uor  unsolicittxl  ;  that  a 
Heiarchy  sulKlurti  to  inaction,  if  not  ti"!  silence,  gmlificd  Iiia  sell- 
9Bteem ;  and  that,  when  standing  on  what  ho  delighted  to  call  biii 
"  tlimne,"  the  current  of  devout  and  holy  thoughts  win  not  uncoti- 
tuininatcd  by  the  udniixtutu  of  sutue  human  uxulUiliuu.     but  iU 


bL^tide  liim  wlio  delights  in  the  too  ourious  difwcction  of  Uip  motives 
nf  others,  or  even  of  his  own.  Such  aiiotomiMa  hpoatho  an  impuro 
air,  and  iinconsciously  contract  a  sickly  mental  hohit  ANTiitlield 
was  a  ^reat  and  a  holy  man  ;  among  the  foiviuost  of  the  heroes  of 
philanthropy  ;  and  as  a  preacher  without  a  sujicrior  or  a  rivaL 

If  eloquence  be  justly  defined  by  the  emotions  it  excites,  or'by 
the  activity  it  quickens,  the  greaUwt  orator  of  our  times  was  ho  who 
first  announced  the  vicU^ry  of  Watcrioo, —  if  that  station  be  not 
rather  due  to  tho  learned  President  of  the  College  of  Physiciftzu^ 
who  daily  inakeH  Ibw  ear*  to  tuigle  uf  those  who  listen  to  liis  prog- 
nostics. But  tlie  converse  of  the  nde  may  bo  more  rejulUy  ad- 
luitted,  and  wo  may  conlidently  exclude  from  the  list  of  eloquent 
speakers  him  whose  audience  is  impaasivo  whilst  he  addresses  thmn, 
and  inactive  aftonvardsv  Kvcr^*  sei-onth  day  a  great  company  of 
preachore  raise  their  voices  in  the  laud  to  detect  our  sins,  to  explain 
our  duty,  to  arlmonisli,  to  alann.  and  to  console.  Compare  the  pro- 
dif^ous  extent  of  this  appiuutus  with  its  perceptible  reaults,  and,  in- 
estimable as  they  are,  who  will  deny  that  tbey  disappoint  tha 
hopes  which,  antecedently  to  oxpcrience,  the  least  sanguine  would 
hare  indulged  i  The  preacher  has,  indeed,  no  novcltioa  to  communi- 
cate. His  path  haa  been  trodden  hard  and  diy  by  constant  use ; 
yet  he  speaks  as  an  ambassador  from  heaveo,  and  his  hearers  are 
frail,  sorrowing,  perplexed,  and  dying  men.  The  highest  interests 
of  both  are  at  stake.  The  preacher's  eye  resta  on  Ms  maDus>i-rij>t ; 
the  he-aror's  turn  to  the  clock ;  the  hiilf-honr  glaas  runs  out  ita 
Band  ;  and  the  jKirtals  close  on  well-ilressed  groups  of  critics  looking 
fur  ail  tho  world  as  if  just  dismissed  from  a  lecture  on  the  tertiary 
strata. 

Taking  lus  etand  on  soms  rising  knoU,  his  tall  and  gracefiil 
figure  dressed  with  elnbomto  propriety,  and  coroposetl  into  on  easj 
and  commanding  attitude,  Wliitfield's  "clear  blue  eye"  ranged  ovwt 
thousands,  and  tens  of  thousands,  drawn  up  in  close  filw  on  the 
plain  below,  or  clustering  into  massts  on  orery  adjacent  eminenco. 
A  "rabble  rout"  hung  on  thii  skirts  of  the  mighty  host ;  and  the 
feelings  of  the  devout  were  diaturbetl  by  tb«  seurril  justs  of  thu 
illitemte,  and  the  cold  sarea^ms  of  the  more  polished  spoctaUin  of 
tlieir  worship.  Ifut  the  rich  and  varied  tones  of  a  Toioe  of  un- 
equalled depth  and  compass  quickly  silenced  every  rader  sound, — aa 
in  rapid  t$uc(!eRsioa  its  ever^'hanging  iiitdodies  passed  I'nuu  the  calm 
of  sunple  niimtive,  lu  the  ineoHiu-ed  distinctness  of  argument,  to  the 
veliemenco  of  reproof,  and  the  pathos  of  heavenly  conaolatioo. 
**  Sometimes  ilie  prearhor  wept  exceedingly,  stamped  loudly  and 
pasaiouatoly,  and  waa  frequently  so  oreicomo  that  for  a  few  seconds 
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one  would  suspect  ho  could  never  recover,  an<l,  when  he  Jiil,  nntiira 
nH|uired  som«  bttle  time  to  coiniK>»e  lier»eLf."  In  wonU  origiiisilly 
appUwl  to  one  of  the  first  German  Refonnera — ritTitliun  rtiftttn,  vin'-li 
oruli,  vividte  nmniiH,  denique  omnia  cicid'i.  The  agitated  ossuiuhly 
caught  the  passions  of  the  speaker,  and  exullwJ,  wept,  or  tretubletlat 
his  bidding.  He  stood  before  them,  in  popular  Wlicf,  n  [jersecutcd 
miui,  epurnwi  and  wjectal  hy  lonlly  preliites,  yet  etiU  a  prfwb^'l^^r  of 
tlie  Churcli,  and  ololhed  with  lier  authority  ;  —  hia  nieek  and  lowly 
demeanour  chnstenod  ami  olevatfid  hy  the  conscious  grandeur  of  tho 
apostolic  succession.  The  thouglitful  iijazed  earnestly  on  a  scene  of 
aolenm  interest,  pregnant  with  some  strange  and  enduring  influence 
on  the  future  condition  i»f  mankind.  But  tlie  wise  oiul  the  simple 
alike  yielded  to  the  enchantment ;  and  the  thronging  multitude  gave 
uttierancQ  to  t}ieir  emotions  in  every  form  in  wKich  oatorft  eeuks 
relief  from  feelings  too  strong  for  mastery, 

Whitfield  bad  cultivated  tlie  histrionic  art  to  a  perfection  which 
has  rarely  Iwen  obtained,  even  by  the  most  eminent  of  those  who 
h»ve  trodden  tlio  stage  in  sock  or  buakiu.  Foote  and  Garrick  were 
his  fre<{ueut  hearers,  and  brought  away  with  them  tlie  chanicteristic 
and  very  just  remark,  that  '*  his  oratory  was  not  at  its  full  height 
until  he  had  repeated  a  discourse  forty  timoji."  Tlio  transient 
delirium  of  Franklin  (attested  by  tlie  surrender  on  one  ociaaiou  of 
all  the  contents  of  his  ptir>>e  at  a  "  charity  sermon  "  and  by  a  Quaker's 
refusal  to  lend  more  to  a  man  who  hod  lost  liia  wits)  did  not  pre- 
vent his  invftstigaliiig  the  cauws  of  tliis  imwoiited  excilemont  '*  I 
came,"  he  »aya,  "hy  hearing  him  ofl^n,  to  ilistinguish  between  ser- 
niona  newly  composed  and  those  be  had  pivjinhe*!  often  in  tlio  course 
of  his  travels.  His  delivery  of  tho  latter  was  so  improved  by  fre- 
quent repetition,  that  every  accent,  every  emphasis,  every  modulation 
of  the  voice  was  so  perfectly  timed,  that^  without  being  interested  in 
the  subject,  one  coiUd  not  help  beijig  pleoewl  with  tlie  discourse, — 
A  plcAStiro  of  mach  the  same  kind  as  that  received  from  on  excellent 
piece  of  music,*' 

The  basis  of  tibe  angular  dominion  which  was  thus  exercised  by 
"WTiitfield  during  a  period  equal  to  that  ofwigned  by  ordinary  cal- 
culations for  tho  continuance  of  human  l^e,  would  re[>ay  a  more 
can-fnl  investigation  than  we  have  space  or  leisure  to  attempt 
Amon^^t  subordinate  influencas,  tho  faintest  of  all  is  tliat  which 
may  have  been  occasionally  exercised  over  the  more  refined  mem- 
Taera  of  his  congregationa  by  the  romantic  scenery  in  which  they 
aasembte<l  The  tears  shaping  "white  gutters  down  tlie  black  feces 
of  the  coUiere,  black  as  Uiey  came  out  oi'  tlie  cjal-piUj,"  were  cer- 
tainly not  shed  under  any  overwhelming  sense  of  Uie  picturesqoe, 
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but  the  prcac-liftT  himself  felt  and  courted  this  excitement.  '*  Tho 
open  lirmamcnt  a^ove  luo,  the  prospect  of  the  adjacent  fields,"  "  to 
which.  sometiniKd  waa  added  the  aoleranity"  "of  tho  apimmching 
evening,"  was,  he  says,  ''alrao&t  too  much  for  me."  But  a  for 
elfectual  re-»ourco  was  found  in  the  art  of  diverting  into  a  new 
unfixpectcd  channel,  the  oxcitcd  feeUnga  of  a  multitiide  aln-ady" 
brought  together  for  purposes  the  most  strangely  contested  to  Illii 
own.  Journeying  to  Walea,  he  passes  over  Hampton  (^mmon,  and 
finds  himself  surroiindc'd  by  twelve  thousand  people  collected  to  see 
a  mun  hung  in  chains,  and  au  extempore  pulpit  is  immediately  pro- 
vidwl  within  &ight  of  this  deplomble  object.  On  another  isimihir. 
occasion,  the  wretched  culprit  was  permitted  to  steal  an  hour  iiuiiij 
the  eternity  before  him,  while  listening,  or  fleeming  to  liston,  to 
sermon  delivered  by  Whitfield  to  himself,  and  to  the  spectators  i 
his  approaching  doom.  He  reaches  ijasingstoke,  when  thu  inhabit 
ante  are  engaged  in  all  the  festivities  of  a  coaotiy  fair,  and  thuii  re- 
cords the  Mse  he  made  of  ao  tempting  an  opportunity.  "As  I  [lassedj 
on  horseback  I  aaw  the  stage,  and  as  I  rode  further  I  raf;t  dive 
coming  to  the  revel,  which  affected  me  so  much,  that  I  had  no 
in  my  spirit,  and  theiefore  having  asked  counsel  of  God,  and 
ceiving  an  unusual  warmth  and  power  enter  my  soid,  though  I 
gone  above  a  mile,  I  could  not  bear  to  see  so  many  dear  stnib  fo 
whom  Christ  had  died  ready  to  perish,  and  no  minister  or  uuigi.stmto 
interpose ;  upon  tliis,  1  told  my  dear  fellow-travellers  that  I  was  re- 
solved to  follow  the  example  of  Howell  Harris  in  Wales,  and  boar  my 
testimony  t^in^t  t^uch  lying  vanities,  let  the  consoqueneus  to  my 
own  private  pvrwn  be  what  they  would,  Thf  y  immediately  assent- 
ing, I  rode  back  to  the  town,  got  upon  the  stage  erected  for  tho 
wrestlers,  and  began  to  show  them  the  error  of  their  ways." 

The  nften-told  lale  of  Whittield'a  controversy  with  the  iforry. 
Andrew  at  Moortields,  still  more  curiously  illustrates  the  skill  and 
intrepidity  with  which  he  contrived  to  divert  to  his  own  ends  an 
excitement  running  at  high  tide  in  the  opposite  direction.  Tho  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract  from  his  own  narrative  of  the  encounter. 

"  VtiT  numj  yearsi,  from  one  end  of  Xloorfields  to  the  other,  boot 
of  all  kinds  have  been  erected  for  mountebanks,  players,  puppets' 
shows,  and  such  like.  With  a  heart  bleeding  with  compassion  for 
so  many  thousands  led  captive  by  the  dovil  at  his  will,  ou  A\*hit- 
Monday,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  attended  by  a  large  congre- 
gation of  pniying  [wopK  I  ventured  to  lift  up  a  standard  aiaon^ 
them,  in  tlie  name  of  Jc-sus  of  Xazareth.  Perhaps  there  were  aboal 
U:n  thousand  iu  waiting,  not  for  mo,  but  for  Satan's  instrumnnta  to 
amuse  them.     Glad  was  I  to  find  that  I  had  for  oaoa,  as  il  wuro,  got 
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the  start  of  the  deviL  I  mountcil  my  field  pulpit ;  alinrnt  nil  flocked 
immR<liat<ily  anmnd  it  ;  I  preach&l  on  tliaso  wonla — ■*  As  Moimj)* 
lifteil  up  the  ecrpent  in  the  wiklenieBS,'  &c.  Thi'y  (fti/Aid.  thoy 
listonud,  they  wept,  and  I  belifwe  lliiit  many  felt  Ujcmselvos  stimg 
with  deep  couviction  for  their  post  tiirm.  All  v&a  hushed  and 
Bolemn.  Being  thus  eueouiH(»i?d,  I  vpnliired  out  iigiiin  fit  noon. 
The  wholfi  fields  seemed,  in  a  bad  svnsc  of  the  word,  ^1  whitfl,  nauiy 
not  for  the  Kodeemer's,  but  for  Beelzebub's  harvest  iVll  hia  ogenU 
wpro  in  full  motion,  Dnimmera,  Inimpetere,  Jltrry -Andrews, 
uiaaters  of  puppet-sbows,  exhibitions  of  wild  l)«i8tK,  playen*.  &c.  &c., 
all  busy  in  entertainint?  tlieir  res[wctlvB  auditora.  1  suppuse  there 
ould  not  be  lewi  than  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  pnoplc.  Jfy  pulpit 
(  fijteii  on  the  opposite  side,  and  immediatolj'.  to  their  great  morti- 
'  ficulion,  they  ftnind  llie  number  of  tbi'ir  atU?ndaut+?  sadly  les«Bncd. 
Judging  that,  liko  St  Paul,  I  Hhouhl  now  be  caHeil,  <i8  it  were,  to 
fifjlit  with  beasts  at  Ephcsus,  I  prtiiK:}ie<l  from  th*?8e  words,  '  Great 
is  Diana  of  the  EphoaianB.'  Yon  may  easily  guesB  that  there  was 
6omo  noise  among  the  cmfttnucn,  and  that  I  was  honoured  with 
having  a  few  stones,  dirt,  rotten  eggs,  and  pieces  of  dead  cuts  thrown 
at  me,  whilst  engagetl  in  lalling  them  fnjni  lh«nr  favourity  but  lying 
vanities.  My  soid  was  indeed  among  lions,  but  far  tlio  greatest  part 
of  my  congregation,  which  was  very  lai-ge,  seemod  for  a  whil«  turned 
into  lambs.  This  Satan  conld  not  brook.  One  of  his  choicest  serv* 
ants  was  exhibiting,  trumpeting  on  a  large  stage,  but  as  soon  as  the 
people  Buw  me  in  my  black  robes  and  my  pidpit,  1  think  all  to  a  mim 
left  him  and  ran  to  mo.  For  a  while  I  wjis  enabled  to  lill  up  my 
Toice  like  a  trumpet,  and  many  hoard  the  joyful  sound,  Go«ra  people 
kept  praying,  and  the  enemy's  agents  matle  a  kind  of  nmring  at 
some  distance  from  our  camp.  At  length  theyapjinincht^  n«ir,  and 
the  Merry-Andrew  got  up  on  a  man's  shoulder,  and,  adviinciiig  near 
the  jtulpit,  attempted  to  stash  m«  with  a  long  heavy  whip  several 
tijut^d,  tiut  always  with  the  violence  of  liis  motion  tumbled  down. 
I  think  I  continued  in  pniylng,  preaching,  and  mnging  (for  the  noise 
was  too  groat  to  preach)  for  ai)Out  three  hours.  We  then  retirud 
to  the  Tabfmucle,  with  my  pockets  full  of  notes  from  persons 
brought  under  concern,  and  rend  them  amidst  the  praises  and  spiritual 
acclamations  of  thousands.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  awakened  soula 
were  received  in  one  day,  and  I  believe  the  number  uf  notes  exceeded 
a  thousand." 

The  propensity  to  mirth  which,  in  common  with  all  men  of  robust 
mental  constitution,  Whittield  po&sessud  in  an  unusual  degree,  was, 
like  cver}ihiug  else  belonging  to  him.  compelled  to  minister  to  the 
interest  and  success  of  his  pnaadiing ;  but,  however  much  his  pleaa* 
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Avtnm  may  ftttent  the  alD/irity  of  Ms  minr!,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
assiirri  ili€iu  niiy  other  praisf.  0>soi)latin|^,  in  fipirit  iiri  well  us  ia 
body,  lielwecu  Diiiri'  Lane  and  the  Tabernacle,  Shutter,  the  comedian, 
alt4.'nded  in  Tottenham  Court  Kond  during  the  nm  of  his  successful 
pcrfonnance  of  tlie  character  of  liamble,  and  was  grtettd  with  the 
iollnwing  apostrophe, — *'  and  tlioii,  poor  iCambU,  who  haat  ao  long 
rambled  from  Him,  come  thou  also.  Oh  !  end  thy  rambliiigs,  and 
come  tu  Jesus."  T)ie  preacher  in  this  instance  deauended  nut  a  littU  ■ 
below  the  level  of  the  player. 

Li  thi?  eighteenth  wntury  the  crown  of  martyrdom  was  a  prize' 
for  which  Itoraan  Catholics  alono  were  permitted  to  contend,  and 
WhittieUl  waa  unable  to  giiin  the  intlucnco  wliich  ho  would  hav 
derii'ed  from  the  stake,  from  a  prison,  or  a  contiscation.     Conscious,^ 
however,  of  the  importance  of  »uch  sufferings,  he  porsuaded  Iiimself, 
and  dt-iiiRNl  to  convince  the  world,  tliut  lie  liud  lo  endure  Uiem.    The 
Bishops  were  jjennetrutors,  because  tliey  re])elled  with  some  acniuouy 
his  attacks  on  their  aulliority  and  reputation.     The  mob  were  pciso- 
cutors.  becauae  they  pelted  a  man  who  insisted  on  their  hearing  hha 
preach  when  they  wanted  to  see  a  hear  dance,  or  a  conjuror  eat  tircL 
A  magistrate  was  a  penecutor,  because  ht^  summoned  him  to  app 
on  QU  unfounded  cliarge,  and  tben  dif-mis^ed  him  on  liia  own  rceo^^ 
nizance.     Ue  gloried  with  better  reason  in  the  contemptuous  lan- 
guage with  which  he  was  assailed,  even  by  the  more  decorous  of  bis 
opponents,  and  in  the  ribaldries  of  Foot«  and  Ijickeretafil    Ue  would 
gladly  have  jiartaken  of  the  doom  of  Kogers  and  Ridley,  if  hia  tinMSj 
had  pennittwl,  and  bis  cause  required  it ;  but  the  fires  of  Smithfiald 
were  put  out,  and  tlie  cxaRperated  Momus  of  the  fair,  with  his  I 
whip,  oloue  remained  to  do  the  appropriato  honours  of  tho  fwal  i 
St  J  tartholomew. 

ThiTft  are  extant  seTenty-five  of  the  sermons  by  which  "Whitfie 
agitiUcd  nations,  and  tho  more  remote  influence  of  which  ia 
distinctly  to  be  tracwl,  in  tho  iiopular  divinity  and  in  the  natio 
character  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  United  States.     ITiyy  have 
however,  fallen  into  neglect ;  for  to  win  permanent  acceptance 
a  hookt  into  which  tho  principles  of  life  were  not  infused  by  i% 
autlior,  is  a  miracle  which  not  even  the  zeal  of  religious  proselyte*^ 
can  accomplish.    Yet,  inferior  as  were  his  inventive  to  his  histrionic 
powers,  Whitfield  is  entitled  to  a  place  among  theological  writen  jj 
which,  if  it  cannot  challenge  ailmiration,  may  at  least  excite 
reward  uurioBity.     Many,  and  those  by  far  the  worst,  of  his  dis- ' 
courses,  bear  the  marks  of  careful  prej>aration.     Take  at  baxanl  • 
ftennon  of  one  of  the  preachera  usuidly  distinguished  as  evangelicAl^J 
add  a  little  to  its  length,  and  subtract  a  great  deal  £rom  its  pa 
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and  polish,  and  you  have  one  of  hid  more  elaborate  performancos , — 
commou-place  topica  disruaseJ  in  a  comuion-plaf-c  way  ;  a  ry-^pecteblb 
mwliiwrtty  of  thoiiftht  and  style ;  endless  variationii  on  one  or  two 
cardiiiul  truths  ; — in  short,  the  task  of  a  cleriaJ,  Satiir^lay  evening, 
exeniiteil  Tvith  piety,  good  setuie,  and  exceetling  scdatenesa.  But 
open  one  of  that  serieD  of  Whitfield's  semions  which  beare  the  stomp 
of  having  been  conceived  and  utt-ercd  at  the  same  moment,  and 
ima^e  it  recited  to  myriads  of  eager  listeners  with  every  charm  of 
Tuiue  and  j|;(«tnre,  and  the  secret  ofhia  unrivalled  fascination  is  at 
least  parti^y  disclosed.  He  places  himself  on  terms  of  intimacy 
and  unreserved  confidence  with  you,  and  makes  it  almost  as  difficult 
to  decline  the  invitation  to  liia  familiar  talk  as  if  Montai^e  liimself 
had  issued  it.  Tlie  egotism  is  amusing,  afftrctionate,  and  wurra- 
hcarted ;  with  jnsl  that  slight  infusion  of  self-importance  without 
which  it  would  pt»s  for  affectation.  In  this  art  of  rhetoric,  jwrsoni- 
fication  holds  the  first  place ;  an<l  the  prim*jtoji<t'ia  i^  so  maiiugod  as 
to  quicken  abstractions  into  Life,  anil  tu  ^ve  them  individuality  und 
distinctness,  without  the  use  of  any  of  those  apasmoilic  and  distorted 
images  which  obey  the  incantations  of  vulgar  rhetoricians.  Every 
trace  of  study  and  contrivance  is  obUt«Tated  by  the  hearty  earnest- 
ness which  pervades  each  successive  period,  aud  by  the  vernacular 
and  homely  idioms  in  which  hii^  meaning  in  oonveyeiL  The  recol- 
lection of  William  Cobbett  will  obtrude  itself  on  the  reader  of  these 
disconrsefl,  though  the  remembrance  of  the  sturdy  athlete  of  the 
"  Pohtioal  Kcgifltor,"  with  his  sophistry  and  his  sarcasm,  his  drollery 
and  his  irascible  vigour,  sorely  disturbs  the  sacied  emotions  which 
it  was  the  one  object  of  the  proaoher  bi  awukon.  And  it  i^  in  thia 
grandeur  and  singleness  of  purpose  tliat  the  charm  of  AVhitfield'a 
preaching  aeems  really  to  have  consisted.  You  feel  that  you  have 
to  do  with  a  man  who  lived  and  spoke,  and  who  would  gladly  have 
died,  to  deter  his  hearers  from  the  path  of  destruction,  and  to  guido 
them  to  hoUnesa  aud  to  peace,  liis  gossiping  stories  and  dramatic 
Sortnn  of  speech  are  never  employ6<l  tu  diosiptLte  the  awful  emotiuua 
which  he  proposes  to  excite.  Conscience  is  not  pennitt^'d  to  hud 
an  intoxicating  draught  in  spiritual  excitement,  or  a  narcotic  in 
glowing  imagory.  Guilt  and  its  punishment,  pardon  and  spotless 
purity,  death  and  an  eternal  existence,  stand  out  in  bold  relief  on 
every  page.  From  these  tlie  eye  of  the  teacher  is  never  withdrawn, 
and  to  tiiese  the  attcintion  of  the  hearer  is  nvetc^l.  All  that  is 
poetic,  grotesque,  or  raptiirotis  is  f*mploycd  to  deepen  these  impres- 
sions, and  is  dismissed  as  soon  as  that  design  is  answered.  Deficient 
in  learning,  meagre  in  thought,  and  redundant  in  language  as  ore 
these  discouises,  Lhey  yet  fullil  the  one  great  coudilion  of  gennina 
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eloquence.    They  propagate  their  own  kindly  warmth,  and  letcnT 
their  stiiigs  behind  them. 

The  euunionitioii  of  the  sources  of  Whitfield's  power  is  stiU 
essentially  del'wtive.  Neither  eneT^»  nor  el'^tjuence,  nor  liislhunic 
talents,  nor  any  artifices  of  style,  nor  the  most  genuine  sincerity 
and  aelf-dcTotedness,  nor  ail  these  united,  would  have  enabled  him 
to  monld  thu  religious  character  of  millions  in  his  own  and  future 
generations.  The  secret  lies  deeper,  though  not  very  deep.  It 
con»i«ted  in  the  nature  of  the  theology  he  taujL,'ht — in  ita  j»erfect 
simplicity  aud  univcmU  application.  His  thirty  or  forty  Uiouaand 
eerraons  were  but  so  many  variations  on  two  key-note«.  &Ian  is 
guilty,  and  may  obtain  forgiveness ;  be  is  immortal,  and  must  ripen 
here  for  endlesu  weal  or  woe  hereafter.  £x}Kin(led  into  innumemblo 
form»,  aud  diversified  by  infinitft  varieties  of  illustratious,  these  two 
cardinal  principWs  wfre  i?ver  in  his  luiart  aud  ou  his  tongue.  I^t 
who  would  invoke  pofttry  to  erabelJiah  the  Christian  system,  or 
philosophy  to  penetrate  its  depths,  from  hia  lips  it  was  delivered  13 
an  an'ful  and  u:i^nt  aunimuuH  tu  repent,  to  bcliuve,  and  to  obey. 
To  give  ot^lers  on  sliip-boaril  in  a  t^'uipest  in  the  cadences  of  Ilaydii, 
or  in  all  the  categories  of  Aristotle,  woid*l  have  seemed  to  him  not  a 
whit  mnre  prppost^rous  than  to  divert  his  hearers  from  their  danger 
and  their  refuge,  their  duties  and  their  hopes,  to  any  topiea  more 
trivial  or  mom  abstrase.  In  tine,  he  was  thorouglUy  and  continvmlly 
in  earnest,  and,  therefore,  possesaeii  that  tension  of  the  soul  which 
admitted  neither  of  lassitude  uor  relaxntion.  Few  and  familiar  ae 
were  the  topics  to  which  he  was  nonfincd,  liia  wsw  that  state  of  mind 
in  which  alone  eloquence,  properly  so  called,  can  be  bom,  and  & 
moral  and  intellectual  sovereignty  iiC4iuired. 

The  effects  of  Whitfield's  bibours  on  succeerling  timea  have  l>eeQ 
thrown  into  the  shade  by  the  more  brilliant  fortuni'-s  of  the  Ecclcv 
eiastical  Dynasty  of  which  Wesley  was  at  ouce  the  founder,  the  law- 
ffiver,  and  the  head.  Yet  a  large  proportion  of  the  American 
Chnrehca,  and  that  great  body  of  the  Church  of  England,  which, 
assuming  the  title  of  '*  Evangelical,"  has  l)een  refused  lluit  of 
"  Orthodox,"  may  tmcc  back  their  spiritual  genealogy  by  regular 
decent  from  him.  It  appears,  indeed,  that  there  are  among  them 
some  who.  for  having  diaavoweil  ihii*  ancestry,  have  brought  them- 
selves within  the  swing  of  Mr  Philip's  club.  To  rescue  them,  if  it 
were  poiisible,  from  the  bniises  which  they  have  provokeil,  would  be 
to  arrest  the  legitimate  march  of  penal  justice.  The  consongniniij 
IB  attested  by  historical  records,  and  by  the  strongeet  family  resem- 
blance.    The  quartcrings  of  ^Vhittield  ore  entitled  to  a  conspiouona 
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jilace  in  the  "Evangelicjil'*  scutcheon;  and  they  ■who  bear  it  are 
not  wise  in  being  asharniwl  of  tho  blruionry. 

If  the  section  of  the  Cburoh  of  ICn^lnnd  which  usnally  bears  that 
title  bo  properly  so  distinguished,  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in 
deeignatitig  as  her  four  Evangelists  John  Hewton,  Thomas  Scott, 
Joseph  Miliier,  auJ  Henry  Venn.  Newton  held  himself  forth,  and 
■was  cslebrat«d  by  others,  jis  the  gre<it  living  example  of  the  regener- 
ating; efficacy  of  the  principles  of  his  school  S<;att  wiis  their  in- 
tfTpTotcr  of  TIo]y  Scripture,  ^lilner  their  ecclpsioRticnl  historian, 
Venn  their  syateniatifi  teacher  of  the  whole  Christian  inatitntoa.  In 
eome  respects  these  men  closely  resembled  each  other.  A  certain 
atnnllncsa  of  ehamcter  and  intrepidity  of  miiul  belonged  lo  them 
all  They  all  possessed  that  fKt\  (lowing,  and  inartificial  style  in 
which  a  full  man  pours  out  the  mature.  rv«nlta  of  his  studies  and 
meditations.  Fjich  of  tliam  was,  to  a  considerable  extent,  self-edn- 
cated.  As  ^oou  as  he  had  made  good  any  position  in  theology,  each 
of  them  was  accustomed  to  retain  it  firmly  as  a  post  in  advance,  or 
basis  for  further  conquests  of  the  aamo  kind.  And,  aft«r  effecting 
many  such  conquests,  they  all  reached  and  adhered  to  that  system 
of  dt^nnity,  which  has  so  long  arrested  the  corruption,  and  prevent- 
ed the  fall,  of  our  Elizabethan  Church  eeonomy.  IJut  tliough  in 
contact  at  these  points,  they  were  directly  antithetical  to  ejicli  other 
at  many  more. 

In  the  year  1736  John  Newton,  then  a  boy  in  his  twelfth  year, 
commenced  a  seafaring  life  in  a  merchant  vessel  under  the  command 
of  his  fathtM*,  a  master  mariner.  His  mother  was  then  dead.  Sho 
had  given  much  religious  instruction  to  her  eon,  and  had  bequeath- 
ed to  him  tho  inheritance  of  many  blessings,  and  of  many  prayers. 
These  maternal  cares  j*iclded  at  length  an  abundant  harvest ;  but 
their  immediate  fruiti  were  harsh  and  pnimnture.  "  I  took  up,"  ho 
says,  "and  laid  aside  a  religious  prnfeesion,  tliree  or  four  times  be- 
fore I  waa  sixteen  years  old.  I  spent  the  greater  part  of  every  day 
in  reading  the  Scri])tures,  in  meditation,  and  in  prayer.  I  fasted 
often,  I  even  al>stAined  from  animal  food  for  three  months.  I 
would  liardly  answer  a  question,  for  fear  of  speaking  an  idle  word."* 

From  this  state  of  mind,  which  he  afterwards  condemned  as 
"gloomy,  stupid,  unsociable,  and  uaeless,"  Jieirton  passed  by  an 
easy  transition  to  scepticism.  The  faith  of  the  young  ascetic  was 
ovprthr<jwn  by  a  stray  volume  of  the  "Characteristics."  By  a 
ftei^ond  and  e«iually  natund  revolution  the  "  EhapsotUes  "  of  Shaftes- 
bury made  way  for  other  mpturea  of  a  more  sublunary  kind.  As 
he  journeyed  to  join  Lis  sliip  in  the  Thames,  Newton  formed  an 
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acquaintance  with  Mary  Catlett,  a  Kontish  niaidpn  in  Tier  fonrteontH 
year,  for  wlio.-w  fair  saky  Uc.  iilM\n<lone<l  his  voyajjc,  and  the  prot- 
I'tKU  it  held  out  to  him  of  an  advonta^'eowa  scttleineut  iu  the  West 
Inilies.  "The  world"  was  once  "well  lost  tor  love,"  and  at  tlie 
same  shrine  the  sailor  hoy  sacriHced  the  nianafjement  of  a  plantal  ion 
in  Jainaicn,  Ho  received,  in  retuni,  a  romance,  composed  hy  IIojw 
and  emhelli^heil  by  Imagination,  of  a  minority  to  be  passed  by  him- 
self aud  Man*  Catlett  ou  the  same  side  of  the  broad  Atlantic,  Ke- 
lentk»s  fate  destroyed  tlie  lictiou,  and  postponed  their  union  until 
Newton  h/id  conanmed  seven  dark  and  dismal  years  in  frequent  aud 
protracted  exiles.  "During  the  whole  of  that  time,"  he  as^uros  ua, 
*'  slie  was  never  alBcnt  for  a  single  hour  from  his  waking  thoughts." 
"When  occasionaily  resident  iu  Knji^luiid,  in  the  brief  iutervala  of 
these  early  voyagea,  he  performed  eomelimea  twice,  and  always 
once,  in  each  week,  a  jiilgnniage  of  many  miles  to  Shooter's  Hill, 
tliere  to  Roze,  not  indeed  on  the  h'use  iu  which  she  dwelt,  for  Ihbt 
WttS  still  fur  aw»y,  but  ou  the  country  towards  which  her  eyes 
might  pt?rlmpa  be  diroL-ted  at  the  same  moment ! 

Before  the  close  of  his  septennial  banishment  our  nautical  ()rooa- 
dates  nuide  one  viait  to  the  actual  abode  of  the  enchautreaa,  when, 
in  obedience  to  the  epi^ll,  lie  again  jiermitted  his  ship  lo  put  to  sva 
without  him.  The  penalty  woe  iniinetliate  and  severe.  On  nich- 
ing the  port  at  which  he  ought  to  have  (imharked,  he  was  pTUSM'd 
into  the  King's  service,  and  sent  on  board  the  "  Harwich,"  a  ship  of 
war  then  under  sailing  orders  for  the  East  Indies.  £ven  this  dis- 
aster soon  assumed  a  comparatively  smiling  aspect  Struck  with 
Newton's  intelligence  aud  addresH,  his  captain  ratwl  him  on  Iho 
ship's  hook*^  H»  a  midshipman,  and  thuH  laid  opt'n  tt)  him  the  pith 
to  i>refennent,  and  perhaps  to  martial  ^snow^l.  But  his  heart  was 
with  his  idol.  Iu  tlie  hope  of  another  interview  with  her  he  effcct«d 
his  escape,  and  on  his  recapture  was  reduced  to  the  rank  of  a  comznon 
seaman.  It  was  with  a  tierce  resentment  tliat  he  surrendered 
self  up  to  this  degradation.  "  I  wua,"  he  says,  "  as  imperable  ou  ; 
hands  as  eould  well  be  imagineil.  My  heart  was  filled  with 
moat  excruciating  potions,  eager  dacins,  hitter  rage,  and  blae 
despair.  Ever}'  hour  exposed  me  to  some  new  insult  and  hardship,T 
with  no  hope  of  relief  or  mitigation.  "Wliother  I  looked  inward  or 
outwanl  I  could  perceive  nothing  but  darkness  and  misery.  I  kept 
my  eyes  fixod  upon  the  English  shore,  till,  tlie  skip's  distance  in- 
rroasing,  it  insentidbly  disappeared,  aud  when  I  could  sec  it  no 
louder  I  was  tempted  to  tlirow  myself  into  the  se-a,  which,  according 
to  the  wicked  ajstem  I  had  adopted,  would  put  an  end  to  my  sorrows 
at  once." 
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Tlift  wlioli-rtomo  discipline  of  Ilis  Majesty's  ship  *'  ITarwrich,"  how- 
pv«r  dt'i'ply  abhorred  by  Nuwton,  secus  uot  to  hove  boon  altogether 
unprotitable  to  hiiiL  Ho  liaU  iicquirod  u  curluiii  redfHxrl  fur  his  uwn 
good  imnie,  bii&  his  conduct  was  such  that  lie  wan  ivadily  permitted 
Ito  exchauge  into  a  mcKihant  ship,  which  thoy  fouud  lying  at  Ma- 
deira, on  her  Tvay  to  the  txiast  of  Africa.  "  While  passing  from  one 
ship  to  the  other,  one  reason  why  he  rejoiced  in  the  change  (such  is 
hi)  own  sUiteiiiunt)  wats  thul  lie  might  now  be  oa  abandon%l  m  he 
pleased  without  any  eontrcjvorwy  ;  and  from  this  lime,"  be  gays,  "  I 
waa  exceedingly  vile  indeed,  litUo,  if  an^r'thing,  short  of  tliat  ani- 
nuU«i  dcifcription  of  an  almost  irrecoverablo  Btate,  which  wo  liare 
in  2  Potor,  ii.  1 4." 

On  hia  arrival  on  tlie  Crold  Coast,  Newton  became  ilie  oveise>er  of 
oue  of  those  depute  of  slaves  wliich  were  then,  as  now,  maintained 
at  the  mouths  of  thu  great  African  rivers,  for  the  iinmodiate  and 
ehivip  ftupply  of  that  article  of  eommcrec  to  the  traders  resorting 
thitlier.  But  he  sank  into  a  bondage  only  U>ss  deplorable  than  that 
of  his  captives.  Tim  power  of  his  muster  and  of  his  master's  con- 
cubine over  him  was  absolute,  and  their  tyranny  Intolerable.  Sick 
and  despised,  half  naked,  and  half  dtjirved,  ho  dragged  out  a  wretched 
exi^ttenne,  feeding  on  hiih,  which  he  could  not  catch  wilhuut<*,xtreme 
peril,  ami  which,  when  caught,  he  was  uimhle  to  dress,  and  often 
exposed  without  shelter  in  the  miny  senson,  during  forty  wirResBive 
hours,  to  the  inclemency  of  tlmt  fearful  climate.  As  he  traversed 
I  the  shore  from  one  peslileutial  estuary  to  another,  the  unhappy  out- 
I  cast  wottld  liave  been  as  di'^litute  of  sohice  from  within  as  firom 
wthout,  hatl  it  not  happened  that  a  copy  of  liiirroVs  Euclid  had 
BtUfik  by  him  in  all  his  wanderings,  and,  while  he  trawd  the 
dijigrams  on  the  sand,  and  revolvod  the  demonstration,  his  sorrovrs 
tuok  a  temporary  0ight 

Botter,  or,  at  least,  I^s  painful  days  arrived.  Newton  was  trans- 
ferred to  another  master,  who  admitted  him  to  a  share  in  liia  slave 
factory.  "  And  now,"  ho  says,  **  I  was  decently  clothed  and  lived 
in  plenty,  business  flouriithed,  and  our  employer  was  satisfied,  aitd 
here  I  began  to  be  wretch  enough  to  think  myself  happy.  In  the 
huiguage  of  tlie  country,  the  white  man  wiut  growing  block," — that 
is,  be  was  leaniing  to  contract  and  to  satiate  his  desires  within  the 
narrow  range  of  those  sensual  gratifications  which  lay  at  his  com- 
mand. Kmm  such  happinpAs  he  was  opportunely  n«cued  by  the 
appearance  off  the  coast  of  a  ship  from  Liverpool,  the  owner  of 
which,  ^fr  Annesty,  a  friend  of  his  fiimily,  had  direcierl  the  ina-stnr 
to  inquire  for  him  among  the  Blavc-tnidera  in  those  parts,  and,  if 
jKMsible,  to  effect  his  detiveronce.     Reluctantly,  and  not  without 
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the  practice  bj  the  mister  of  some  cajoleiy,  Xewton  was  peisoaded 
to  relqm  home,  and,  after  incurring  the  perils  of  the  s«a  in  iheai 
-atmoet  terrora,  he  reached  the  North  of  Ireland  in  the  year  T748. 

Thii*  he  r^j^aiUa  as  the  epoch  of  his  reformatioD,  and  as  the  com- 
mvncenient  of  the  happier  portion  of  bis  life.  In  a  ship,  witli  the 
coromAnd  of  which  he  was  entmsted  by  Mr  Annosty,  be  made  four 
alaTC-trmling  voyages  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  After  the  completion 
of  the  first  vuyagu,  he  marriwl  Mary  CatletU  After  tlie  coiiijilution 
of  the  fourth,  htj  M-as  mmi^Ueil  by  a  Jans^Tous  illness  to  ex<rhaugu 
his  aeaiaring  pursuits  for  the  office  of  a  landing  wait^^r  in  the  cus- 
toms at  Lirerpool,  for  ivhich  aUo  he  was  indebted  to  the  zealous 
and  perwTcring  friendiihip  of  Mr  Annesty. 

A  elill  mure  m^inientuiis  cliaiige  was  at  hand.  It  bad  been  tbe 
chen*»hed  hope  of  Xewton's  pious  mother  that  he  miglit  become  m 
faithfiil  iiiiniflter  of  the  Gospel,  and  many  eirenmstances  concurred 
to  bring  about  the  full,  though  tardy,  accomplishment  of  her  prayer. 
However  dissolute  and  pr>fano  he  hod  been  in  his  passage  &oni 
youth  to  manhood,  the  impressions  of  her  devout  cares  for  him  bad 
never  been  wholly  obliterated  from  his  mind ;  and  he  had  been  for- 
tunate in  his  cliihlhood  in  a  BcbiHdinafiter  of  the  true  Biisby  breed, 
from  whose  lips  and  vigorous  right  arm  he  had  received  other  and 
more  sevcto  lessons,  which  he  never  had  entirely  forgotten.  To  tbufc 
inflexible  pedat^ugiie  he  was  indebtetl  for  his  soothing  intcrconafli, 
with  Kviclid  on  the  sea^hoie  in  Africa,  and  for  the  companj 
Homce,  of  Livy,  of  Drosmua,  and  of  Casimir  on  his  subsequent 
vnviiges  to  the  same  coast  To  his  mother  he  owed  a  tast<»  fnr  the 
Bible,  and  for  books  of  devotion,  which  in  due  time  expelled  th« 
pagan  poets  from  his  cabin.  Old  ocean  pn>bably  never  betore  or 
since  floated  such  another  slave  ship.  On  board  of  her,  indeed, 
wen^  to  be  8e«;n  uU  the  onhnary  phenomena.  Packed  togetlier  likfl 
herrings,  stifled,  sick,  and  broken-hearted,  the  negroes  in  that  .iquatio 
Pandemoninm  died  after  making  futile  attempts  at  insurrection. 
But,  separated  by  a  single  plank  ftom  his  victims,  the  voice  of  their 

oler  might  be  heord,  day  by  day,  conducting  the  pmycrs  of  hia 

p's  company,  singing  a  devout  imitation  of  lus  own,  of  the  veiBoa 

*of  Propertius  ("  tu  niilii  curarum  requies,"  &&),  and,  as  he  assonn 

us,  experiencing  on  his  last  voyage  to  Guinea  "  sweeter  and  mora 

f^!queJlt  hours  of  di\'ino  communion  "  tlion  he  luid  over  elsewhen 

known. 

From  these  devotional  exercises,  NoM^on  passed  into  muoh  Tcligioia 
society  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  what  was  then  British  Js'r)Tth 
America.      There  he  became  acquainted  with  (.ieorgo  Wluii 
"  whoso  ministry,'*  he  says,  "  was  eoccccdingly  useful  to  him."     ^: 
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more  uaeful  were  lus  leisure,  and  hia  solitary  studies,  at  Ijverpool. 
Ill  tho  custom-hou&e,  at  Uiut  town,  he  uuidti  nuch  pro^aitv  in  U.ebn^w 
aud  in  Gnwk,  aa  to  be  able  to  read  the  originalB  of  tiie  Holy  Svnp- 
tuiwa,  iind,  il'  we  can  rely  on  hia  own  afaarance,  ho  tljero  became  ac- 
qiiuiut«^d  '•  with  the  best  writers  in  divinity,  in  Lutin,  French,  and 
■English."  If  Hooker  was  of  the  number  of  those  "  best  writers,"  he 
found  a  rcfraclory  jmpil  iu  John  Newton.  Ho  beeamo  on  absolute 
latitudiuarian  on  all  points  of  ecclesiastical  polity.  After  making 
'*  some  suiull  attempts  "  as  a  Nonconformist,  *'  in  a  way  of  preacliing 
and  expounding,"  he  was  much  disxiosed  to  join  the  Protestant  Dis- 
strntc'rs  altogt!thcr.  He  esteemed  it  a  nuitter  of  very  little,  if  of  any, 
importance,  with  what  out\vard  ceremonial  he  might  olliciate,  or  in 
what  Chrit«ltan  society.  His  one  solicitude  was  to  find  "  a  public 
opportunity  to  t<?stify  the.  nches  of  Divine  gra<;e,  tliinking  tliat  he 
wiui»  above  most  lix'ing,  a  fit  pexson  to  proclaim  tliut  faithful 
saying,  tliat  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  tho  clticf  of 
ainners." 

After  some  delay,  he  was  enablod  to  gratify  tliia  desire  by  tho 
counsels,  aud  by  the  united  influeucu,  of  Kichard  Cecil,  of  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth,  and  of  Young,  the  author  of  tho  "  Nigltt  ThouyhtH," 
Tliey  noi  only  induced  him  to  seek,  but  enabled  him  to  tind,  .-ulniis- 
Aion  as  a  pastor  in  the  ej»isco|ul  fold.  In  iiii)  thirty-ninth  year  ho 
became  ut  once  a  deacon  of  the  Church  of  Knglaad,  andcarutc  of  the 
parish  and  town  of  OUiey,  iu  Biickiughamsldre. 

At  Olney,  Newton  composed  and  published  many  sermons  and 
religious  letters,  some  spiritual  exercises  in  verse,  and  a  brief 
survey  of  Ecclesiastical  Iliatory.  Them  also  he  formed  that  friyml- 
sbip  which  the  geuius  of  Cowpei  bus  immortalised;  became  tho 
friend  and  almuuer  of  John  Thornton,  the  muniticcnt ;  and  con- 
tribut^id  largely  to  form  and  to  mature  the  theological  system  of 
Gliomas  Scott,  the  commentator.  At  Olney,  also,  he  himaell 
laboured  to  inculcate  that  system,  but  with  no  happy  issue.  Aflt-r  a 
continuance  tliere  of  sixteen  years,  he  acknowleilged,  and  deplored, 
his  inability  to  restrain  the  "  gross  licentiousness  "  of  hia  followers 
'■  on  jiarticular  occasions,"  and  -was  at  length  driven  away  "  by  the 
incorrigible  spirit  prevailing  in  the  pariah,  which,  he  had  so  long 
laboured  to  refonn." 

He  was  iudebted  to  John  Thornton  for  a  place  of  refuge  fmni  Olney, 
and  for  a  station  of  far  greater  promincncg  He  became  the  n^ct^-'r 
of  .St  Marii*  Woalnoth,  Lombard  Street,  in  the  city  of  I^ndnn,  whem 
he  continued  till  the  year  IH07,  when  he  died  in  the  eighty-third 
year  of  his  age,  iu  the  twenty-seventh  of  his  incumbency  of  that 
church,  and  in  the  forty-third  of  his  miiustiy. 


Tlie  animal  homo,  male  or  fpinalo,  is  al^vaya  found  in  a  dpffictirc*, 
cnidu,  anil  distorted  statt;,  unifss  wlien  pxbiliiting,  in  his  or  bt-r 
cLfliactcr,  a  certain  fusion  and  reconcilement  of  the  diBtinctlTc  quftli- 
tiea  of  cither  sex.  A  tcarleas,  elieerless,  pitiless  world  tliia  globe  of 
ouiB  would  have  been,  if,  ncconliu;;  to  the  wish  ascribed  to  our  first 
progenitor,  hig  rai:e  could  have  been  perpetnated  without  the  int<^r- 
vention  of  Eve  or  of  her  daughters  !  A  world  in  which  love,  halv, 
xcal,  hope,  courage,  and  every  other  active  passion  would  have  burnt 
iiercfly  and  blazed  brilliantly ;  but  where  sensibility,  fear,  coinf<aA- 
sion,  modesty,  sjTupathy,  and  all  the  other  passive  emotiuns,  would 
have  W'Gii  wanting  to  counteract,  and  niiligat^  the  llame  !  A  world 
in  whiidi  the  lawless  muny  would  have  been  a  Imiul  of  homicide^ 
and  in  whir-.h  tlieheroical  few  would  have  borne  a  stmng  resemblance 
to  Jubn  Kewlon,  the  sailor,  the  slave-trader,  the  author,  and  the  rector 
of  Si  Mar^'  'Wooluoth.  His  strength  and  lua  weakness  alike  cunsistwi 
in  Uie  slmuge  predouiinauce  of  the  male  above  the  female  elemrnta 
of  his  nature. 

Ill  bis  own  age  and  countrj'  few  niinieitcrs  of  the  Gosjiel  occupied 
a  mure  conspicuous  station,  or  exercised  a  more  extensive  influence. 
But  ho  attained  that  eminence  by  assorting  fur  himself  a  distinction 
whii'b  nothing  but  the  most  ahsuiute  vunxulahti/  could  hnvp 
chaileiige<L  It  was  the  distinction  of  having  eiuerge^I  fi-om  a  depth 
of  iiioml  debascmt^nt  into  which  few  men  biu!  ever  fallen,  and  from 
which  scarcely  any  man  had  ever  been  restored.  In  the  naiTativi; 
•which  he  published  of  his  own  life,  he  had  the  courage  to  describe 
himself  Ofi  having  been  '■  the  willing  slave  of  everj-  evil,  p(issee&t<il 
with  a  legion  of  unclean  spirits  ;  '* — an  not  only  '■  having  ainnt^l  witli 
a  high  hand  hinittclf,  but  us  haN-ing  made  it  ]ii»  study  to  tiMupl  and 
seduce  others  upon  every  occaaion  ;  vorj'  eagerly  3(.');)iiiig  occas-ion  :" 
— as  "  big  with  mischief,  and  liio  one  infected  with  a  |K:8tilencfr, 
capable  of  spreading  a  taint  wherever  he  went ; " — as  "  Hhiinnod  and 
despised,"  even  by  the  savages  among  whom  he  lived,  ''  and  aa  an 
outcast  lying  in  his  blood." 

When  Newton  indited,  these  and  many  other  passages  of  oquailj 
bitter  self-condemnation,  he  certainly  neither  desired  nor  expected 
to  be  undeistood  by  his  readers  to  the  letter.  Pochydermatoufi  as 
he  was,  he  could  not  propose  to  draw  on  himself  either  the  ahhnr- 
ronce.  or  the  indignation,  or  even  the  distrust  of  th^  world.  Tlie 
wilful  and  deliberate  murder  of  one's  own  good  naiue^  is  a  crimo 
unknown  in  the  catalogue  of  human  olff-ncM.  Sudi  a  f»^l&-de~««fe 
w«'uld  !»*>  ripo  for  any  other  felony.  What,  then,  suggested  the 
c     '  ' .  and  what  waa  the  meaning  wluch  the  writer  uf  them 

.,ucd  to  convey  I 


Thoy  WPFP  certainly  not  the  product  nf  that  voracious  vanity 
■which  finds  its  account  even  in  seir-crimindtimi,  and  M'liirh  wouM 
rather  depict  the  vices,  faults,  and  follies  nf  the  paiiitcr,  than  hanish 
self  alto^fthpr  from  the  canvas.  This  canine  appetite  for  human 
eyuii^thy  nf  any  kind,  ond  on  atiy  t^rme,  in  the  disease  of  men 
tormcntejil.  like  Ilnussean,  by  imtnLIe  nt^rves  and  a  delicate  orj;;^n- 
isation.  But  Xcvton  had  norvra  of  hroAa,  and  his  eincwfi  were 
iron. 

Neither  is  it  credible  that  he  used  these  dark  colours  in  hii  nclf- 
portraituro  in  order  to  win  the  praise  of  humility,  candour,  and 
tenderueae  of  the  nii'akeacd  conscit-nc*,  The  veil  of  penit-fnce  has, 
indpfd,  been  somptiniejt  worn  for  \)\i*  puqiopo  ;  :md  IJhto  h«ve  not 
been  wanting  tluww  who  have  pTrititicd  a  morbid  Quibition  by  up- 
pi'.irinR  in  public  in  tho  white  Hhwt  falling  round  thoni  in  pmcofnl 
foida,  and  armnged  as  an  oruHmtfntal  drapery.  But  from  the  veiy 
bottom  of  hia  manly  heart.  Newton  would  have  loathed  all  guch 
nmiiierius  HfVtN^tationR.  He  hnd  not  a  thought  or  a  filing  in  common 
with  Lonl  Byron  and  his  imibitt»re.  To  his  last  brtmth,  ho  was  an 
honest  thiwnriglit  sailor,  who  always  employed  what  ^aecined  tobiui 
the  most  opt,  dinret,  and  intelligible  words  to  express  what  he  really 
thou^dit. 

And  such  was  doubtless  hia  purpose  in  his  penitential  outobio* 
graphy.  Hid  mist^ike  wna  that-  of  tran»fcrring  to  tho  pre^  thft 
iaogua^  of  tho  op»tor>".  "WTicn  ho  lifte*!  up  Ids  voice  in  the  market^ 
place,  and  when  he  went  into  his  secret  chamber,  and  *dmt  to  the 
dour,  his  style  was  still  the  same.  Ho  pourFnl  out  the  Ungnage  of 
fielf-criraination  without  cban^'ng  a  wonl,  whether  he  addre^tsed  the 
B.ici-nl  preaencti  invoked  in  his  prayere,  or  the  coar^,  ba^l  world 
without  Insensible  to  the  proprietiejj  of  places  and  of  timt"*,  he 
couM  not  percftivft  that  Truth  herself  ceaiies  to  be  tme,  unlf^?  she 
flhapes  her  di^^ourse  to  the  apprehension  of  her  audience.  Rijjhtly 
judging  that,  in  the  retrospect  of  the  sins  of  his  j'oulh,  he  couM 
not  abAse  himself  too  much  when  bov.-iti^  down  before  the  Holiest. 
he  erroncou&ly  inferred  that  it  was  impossible  to  exn^'gerate  his 
gnilt  when  addressing  hia  fellow-sinners  on  the  same  melaucholy 
theme.     Yet  no  ilanger  could  be  greater  or  more  evident. 

When  div*Mled  of  all  colouring,  and  statM  in  plain  wordi*.  the 

fact  appeiars  to  be  that,  in  his  seafaring  life,  from  hii  sevimteenlh  to 

his  twenty-eecond  year,  Newton  was  irreligious  and  profane,  and 

■waa  accu.-rtomed  to  violate  the  Seventh  Coiumaudjnent  as  RvklcBblv 

'»«  tho  third  ;   but  that,  even  in  lho«  evil  daya,  he  was  babitu«lltf 

lur  and  scrupulously  honest.     At  a  latir  period,  hikitiic  the  i^v-rij*- 

rva  for  hid  law,  and  the  erangehcil  commentators  on  them  for  hii 
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coaniollora,  be  might  well  look  bock  on  his  eady  career  with 
Ibmid  Bhame  and  with  the  dt^peet  conscioosnesa  of  ill  desert, 
when  he  confided  those  self-apbiaiilings  to  mankind   at   Ltttre   is 
language  ao  contrite,  so  emphatic,  and  so  vague,  what  c>^\ih\    ha 
nnsonahl J  expf^t  hut  that  (deeming  it  altogether  inappro[triAt«  to 
the  occasion,  if  ir-fumng  merely  to  the  impieties  and  dobnuuhmea  of 
a  rery  young  sailor  when  surrounded  by  every  form  of  temjiUTion) 
the  world  would  adopt  one  of  two  theories — either  that  it  n'tV-mxl 
to  Ruilt,  of  which  any  more  precise  xoention  would  have  been  in- 
lerable,  or  that  it  stood  on  die  same  level,  in  point  of  slacerity, 
the  penitential  emblazonments  of  William  Huntington,  *'  Sin- 
Sarod,'*  and  of  his  worshipful  Maternity  f    By  what  method  were 
Kewton'a  contemporaries  to  discover  that  the  voice  wliii-h  reached 
them  from  the  vicarage  of  Olney,  was  the  exact  echo  of  his  solitary 
devotions  there,  and  that  he  who  invited  them  to  so  stnn^^e  a  con- 
fidcnce,  was  neithrtr  ao  enormous  transgTBi>sor,  nor  an  actor  wearingj 
the  mask  of  contrition,  but  a  atnughtforward  sailor,  who,  with  a  akiaJ 
as  thick  as  the  copper  aheathiiig  of  his  ship,  laid  bare  the  reoooae>J 
of  his  conscience  with  as  little  squeamishnees  as  he  would  hav»^ 
thrown  open  her  IioM  and  ovfrliftiiI»4  ln!r  carp). 

The  perfect  goml  faith  with  which  the  |)enitent  confessed  himself 
to  his  refiders,  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  disappointment  which  b»i 
prepared  for  them  at  the  vety  same  moment,     There  is  a  natai&L 
history  of  religious  convereions.     It  commences  witli  melancholy, 
advances  through  contrition  to  faith,  is  then  conducted  to  tran- 
quillity, and  after  a  while,  to  rapture,  and  subsides  at  lcuj;th  into  an  j 
abiding  consolation  and  peace.     No  epoch  in  this  mental  pro^^reu 
can  bo  passed  over  by  the  narrator  of  any  such  change  witbont 
nising  some  suspicion  of  its  genuineness  in  those  who  have  studied 
the  human  heart,  mthcr  as  it  is  described  in  pious  books,  than  as  it 
works  in  ptous  mun.    But,  braving  all  such  suspicions  and  strong  in 
conscious  sincerity,  Newton  acknowledged,  without  the  least  n's*rv«t, 
that  Iio  had  ovcrleapt  all  of  these  stogea     His  heart  of  oak  luuti 
been  rent  by  no  poignant  sorrow,  nor  had  it  beeji  agitated  by  any ' 
tumuUuouB  joy,  from  the  beginning    to  the   end  of  his  spiritual 
course.     With  no  vehement  iuternol  conflict  whatever,  he  slitil  the 
skin  of  a  dissolute  seaman,  and  stu'll^red  himself  in  that  of  a  ih-vont 
clergyman.     He  gave  up  bad  habits  of  life  for  au  infiuitt^ly  tu'ttcr 
course,  with  abundant  good  sense,  seriou-sness,  and  deUberation,  but  j 
witli  vciy  Utile  passion  or  excitement     111  as  Ruch  an  anomaly  ' 
squannl  with  the  propoesossions  of  those  for  whom  he  wrote,  he 
would  not  deviate  by  a  hair's  breadth  &om  the  simple  truth,  nor 
afl'cet  any  feeling  which  he  luul  not  reuUy  experienced,  either  to  pn>- 
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pitiftto  the  good  will  of  Uis  teachers  or  dlaciples,  or  to  do  homage  to 
their  religious  thooripa 

"With  similar  hardihood  Xewton  threw  the  broad  glare  of  day  into 
the  Arcana  of  hi:^  most  sacred  human  ofl'cctions.  He  bad  loved  Mary 
Catlett  with  all  the  fervent  energy  of  tnith.  He  depicted  that  lovo 
to  the  world  at  large,  with  all  the  unscrupulous  minuteness  of 
fiction.  The  ardour  of  his  attachment  had  triumphed  over  absence, 
jirofligacy,  and  despair.  His  letters  to  her  throbbing  with  every  pidso 
of  that  emotion,  were,  during  his  own  lifetime,  on  sale  at  thn  book- 
stalls !  She  was  to  him  a  second  cxiBtenc<!,  dearer  and  holier  than 
hia  own.  But,  on  tho  arrival  of  her  mortal  agony,  "  I  took,"  he  sjiya, 
"my  post  by  her  lxH.l-aide,  and  watched  her  nearly  three  hooi-s,  witJi 
a  candle  ia  uiy  baud,  till  I  saw  httr  breatbe  her  last."  '*  I  ^yw*  afmid 
of  sitting  at  home,  and  indulging  myself  by  poring  ovp-v  my  loss, 
and  tben>fore  I  was  seen  in  the  street,  and  visiu^<l  svrtue  of  my 
serious  friends,  tlio  very  next  day.  I  likewise  preached  tlireo  times 
while  she  lay  dead  in  iho  house,  and  after  she  was  depoeitod  in  tho 
vault,  I  preached  her  funeml  sermon  with  little  more  sensible 
emotion  than  if  it  had  Iwen  for  another  person."  "  I  preached 
from  a  text  which  I  had  reserved  from  my  first  entrance  on  tlio 
ministry  for  tliis  purticukr  service,  if  I  should  survive  hor,  and  be 
able  to  speak." 

Newton  waa  a  copious  writer  of  letters.  They  were  pious,  wise, 
and  affectioiwle,  and  floweil  freely  out  fn>m  the  depths,  wluch 
much  self-knowledge,  and  much  study,  ha^l  opened  in  his  mind. 
Tliey  were  adrairahly  adapted  to  feed  tho  flame  of  devotion  in  the 
bosoms  of  the  writer  and  of  his  correspondent*,  and  to  one  collec- 
tion of  them,  he  accordingly  gave  the  appropriate  title  of  Cardi- 
phonia.  Rut  tho  language  of  >rewt<)n'«  lieart  became,  in  his  own 
lifetime,  one  of  the  embelli:!!hments  of  tbc  windows  of  I'atcmoster 
How  I  Bomance  and  poetry  have  beautifully  said,  and  fondly  ^ung, 
much  of  friendship  the  bulm  of  life.  It  is,  bnwevor,  a  balm  which 
loses  much  of  its  virtue  if  rubbe«l  in  with  a  rough  hand.  However 
nnquejttionablo  a  bltnsing  in  itself,  it  may,  by  such  management, 
be  rendered  a  no  leas  tmequivocal  discipline.  Such,  i»robably, 
waa  the  judgment  of  Newton's  correspondents,  when  they  found 
his  letters  to  tliem  ailvertiseil  in  tlio  newspajHtrs.  Such  also  was 
appiirentty  the  judgment  of  the  most  illustrious  of  his  frionds, 
William  Cowpi-r. 

Xo  two  human  beings  over  experienced  more  fully  the  attractive 
force  of  contrarioties  of  tostos  and  tempers,  tlian  tlie  iMator  and  the 
p<>et  of  Olney.  The  stmsitive  man  of  genius  partook  in  the  labours, 
revered  tlte  character,  loved  tho  person,  and  writhed  in  the  grasp,  of 
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hiH  robngt  and  hard-favoured  neiphtour ;  and  when  he  Rang  the 
of  t)ie  rose,  hn)ken  in  a  ruJe  altomjtt  to  shake  off  the  moist 
which  depressed  it.  hu  probably  aiini>d  a  g<?ntl«  ivbuke  at  the  un- 
gentle touch  which  was  occasionally  put  forth  at  the  TicarBv"\  ''■ 
dry  up  liis  own  teara.  Tlie  colu-siou  between  the  two  was  obvi 
never  completp.  There  was,  indeed,  one  repulaivo  force,  which  zi>„-i, 
always  hjive  prevented  iL  Newton  had  been  the  nianagcr  of  a  slavL* 
fflctnry,  and  the  master  of  a  slave  idup.  Cuwper  abhorred  the  sliw.  - 
trade  witJi  his  whole  soul,  and  denounced  it  with  paasiooate  en'  <■: 
Horrora  which  had  been  invisible  to  the  mariner,  though  plju  t-d 
imnitdiatfly  hefnre  hia  bodily  eypa,  hjid  prftSKnt*Hi  iheinsplvea  to  the 
iinnnination  of  the  poet  in  all  their  frijihlful  details.  Tlie.  one  ha<l 
piibliclv  ajmmemorated  his  purauit  of  this  trafKr,  ivithmit  one  wurd 
of  apolopy  or  self-reproach  on  that  account  The  other  waa  calling 
un  God  and  man  to  arrest  it  as  a  crime,  in  which  all  the  Tari«tii3S  of 
human  wickediiww  met,  and  aasociiit^tl,  in  ilendly  union.  Between 
the  writer  of  such  an  auiobio;^phy^  and  the  writer  of  such  t 
tliere  yawned  a  piilf  whirh  nothing  could  ever  entin-ly  fill  up. 

The  pr^lonj^ed  slave-trading  of  John  Newton,  and  still  more 
cold  and  phlegmatic  avowal  of  it,  has  ever  h<>cn  the  great  blot 
his  **  evangelical "  scutcheun.  Before  the  tribunal  in  which  P( 
terit}'  site  in  judgment  on  the  men  of  former  times,  he  appears  m 
in  his  sailor's  bluejacket,  but  in  full  canonicals.  Being  arraigned^ 
as  a  remorself^it  tslave-tradcr,  liis  defenre  is,  that  he  was  eminent  as 
A  penitent,  fdill  more  eminent  as  a  saint,  and  eminent  above  aU  as 
a  w«lou8  and  tfff^ctive  preacher  of  rixhteousness.  The  judjjea  an 
accordin^rly  required  to  pronounce  a  decree,  consigning  his  memoTy 
eithur  to  the  lowti«t  degradation,  or  to  the  hi(;hesl  pust  humous 
glur)*.     A  BUigular  and  a  perplexing  dilemma  for  the  bench  ! 

One  point  seems  clear  enough.  Newton  could  not  be.  at  one  ai 
the  biune  lime,  a  slave-trader  and  a  s^iint.  To  this  extent  he  may 
safely  be  judged  out  of  his  own  mouth.  "  I  would  not  give  a 
stnw"  (.such  is  his  impartial  and  honest  declaration)  *'for  thai 
anunince  which  sin  will  not  thutij).  If  David  had  come  from  hui 
adultery,  and  had  talked  of  his  aiwuranco  at  that  time,  I  should 
have  despised  his  ppeech."  ViTien  1^'ewton  himself  came  from  his 
man-steal iug,  and  his  homicides,  ami  talked  of  his  "aweet  hours  o^ 
divine  commuiuon  <fa  his  last  voyage  to  Guinea," — and  of  n<' 
ployment  "affording  greater  adtiuitagee  to  an  awakened  VQu-.d.  i 
promoting  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul,  e«pecially  to  a  person  who 
has  the  command  of  a  ship,"  **and  still  more  so  in  African  voy- 
aged,"— we  are  oomfwUed  to  lake  up  his  own  parable  against  h  ;  . 
and,  in  hid  own  words,  to  say  that  his  epeecfa  is  to  b«  di-^^i-  i, 
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Tlierc  ran  V  no  fi-Kowship  lirlween  ligbfc  «nJ  liarkness  ;  and  woo 
to  us  if  reverence  for  aay  name,  however  worthy,  zeal  for  any  iloc 
trinea,  howe%*er  orthodox,  or  attAchracnt  to  any  party,  however 
estimaliW,  shall  induce  ua  to  diaregani  the  eternal  land-mirks  be- 
tween gowl  and  evil,  or  to  heliore  that  the  service  of  Moloch  can 
>>e  reconciled  with  the  service  of  God.  Let  Him  be  true,  and  every 
man  a  lifir. 

I  >op4i  it  then  follow  that  the  venerable  John  Kewton  was  elUier 
an  impostor,  or  llie  unresisting  victim  of  self-love  and  of  se]f-<locMt  1 
A  thousand  times  no!  All  that  can  be  inferred  i&  that  hia  priest- 
hood at  the  attar  of  Mnmmon,  with  ltd  blood-stained  rites,  could 
not  bo  synchronous  with  hia  priesthood  at  that  other  shrine,  at 
which  human  love  presumes  to  offer,  and  divine  love  coudeticenda 
to  accept,  the.  heart  of  the  worshipper  aa  the  one  apjirnpriate  sacri- 
fice. At  that  shrine  .Newton  ministered  during  fort^'-three  cuc- 
cessive  years,  the  ver>'  counterpart  of  our  old  friend  Mr  Gn^atlieart, 
beneath  whose  shiehl  Mr  Feeblemind  and  Mrs  Much-afraid  found 
shelter,  and  before  whose  arm  the  walls  of  Doubting  Castle  and 
the  might  of  Giant  Despair  were  overthrown.  The  cliarge  that^ 
during  some  preceding  years,  he  was  a  ruthless  sh*ve-trador,  and 
that  to  the  luHt  he  was  little  sendblo  of  the  heinousness  of  that 
guilt,  caimut  be  admitted  to  countervail  such  services,  or  to  obscure 
the  hiBtre  of  a  life  in  which  the  brightness  of  his  Christian  course 
■waa  utLsullifd  by  a  dingle  stain  during  more  than  half  a  ceittucy. 

For  in  the  court  of  Posterity  it  is  a  well-«ettl«l  point  of  law,  that 
in  mitigation,  if  not  in  bar,  of  any  penol  Rentence,  the  defendant 
mayplea*!,  that  the  generaLton  to  which  he  belonged  did  not  regard 
as  cu]]iab]c,  or  as  scandalous,  the  conduct  imputed  to  him  as  a 
crime  by  men  of  a  later  age ;  but  tliat,  on  the  contmrii\  it  was 
■anctioued  by  the  prevalent  opinions,  and  countenanced  by  the 
'^jgB&etal  practice,  of  his  contemporaries.  Thin  apology  may  be  justly 
alleged  on  behalf  of  Newton.  In  his  early  days  the  current  of 
pulUic  seutimeat  in  favour  of  the  slave-tra'le  ran  too  stronffly  to  be 
stcmmod,  except  by  the  must  powerful  understanding,  guided  by 
the  mo8t  healtiiful  conscience.  There  can  be  no  rcaaon  to  dlstnut 
the  accuracy  of  the  following  statement,  in  which  he  adverts  to  his 
own  participation  in  it :- — 

"  During  the  time  I  was  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  I  never  had 
the  least  scruple  as  to  its  law^lness.  I  was,  upon  the  whole, 
satisfied  with  il,  as  the  appointment  Providence  bad  marked  out  for 
me."  *•  However,  T  considered  myself  as  n  sort  of  jnilT  or  turnkey, 
and  I  was  sometimes  shockod  with  an  emplojonent  that  was  per- 
stually  conveiaaut  with  chains,  bolts,  and  shackles.     In  this  view 
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I  had  often  petitioned  in  my  pmyers  tliat  the  I>oril  in  hie  own.  Unift 
would  be  pleasocl  to  fix  me  in  a  moru  humane  calling."  3ucb  it 
the  dominion  of  the  st>cial  over  the  indiTidnol  conscience  I  Such 
tlie  coutiol  which  the  immoral  maxims  of  hia  aBSOciates  tnay  ob- 
tain,  even  over  a  devout  student  of  lloly  Scripture !  So  hopL-lc6s 
is  it  to  shape  a  right  course,  even  by  the  aid  of  tbat  hearonly  cora- 
pasa,  unless  the  nangator  sliaU  make  allowance  for  the  dislurliing 
influeuce  of  the  maj^netic  currents  through  which  ho  is  pit&ungl 
Ificliard  CecQ  himself,  who  completed  and  republished  NowtQa's 
Biugntphy,  ^cma  to  have  been  blind  to  the  wido  deviation  of  the 
needle,  by  which  his  friend  and  brother  c\'angGliAt  wasmialecL  Ha 
gave  to  thfiir  common  difWiples  a  new  edition  of  that  work,'  with- 
out 00  much  aa  one  passing  remark  on  the  incongruity  with  which 
the  warp  of  homicidal  recollections  is  there  interwoven  with  the 
wool  of  devotional  exercises.  Alaa  for  the  incon.'iistency  of  the 
wiwwt  and  the  best  among  us !  But  alas  also  for  the  sevi-rity  with 
which  the  nntempted  censure  even  the  penitent  victims  of  t«mpta- 
tion !  Such  censures  are  not  seldom  founded  rather  on  human  dog- 
mas, than  on  any  divine  revelations.  If  he  who  forsakes  the  error 
of  his  ways,  has  been  assured  by  the  Supreme  Judge  that  the  gntes 
of  mercy  shall  be  thrown  open  to  him,  who  shall  presume  to  clu«o 
them  on  such  a  transgressor,  because  be  has  failed  to  exhibit  all  the 
conipimctious  mourning  prescribed  by  some  favourite  theory  of  pe- 
pentancel  Tlmugh  Nowtou  did  not  smite  upon  his  breast,  nor  put 
sackcloth  and  ashes  under  hini  on  the  remembrance  of  his  stavb- 
trading,  he  yet  abandouf*!  th('  practice  it^lf,  and  gravely,  though 
composedly,  condemned  it.  When  summoned  to  the  Kir  of  tlia 
House  of  Lords  as  a  witnes?,  be  censur&l,  without  reserve,  in  liia 
old  age,  the  pursuit's  of  his  youth,  and  contributed,  by  his  cvidpuce, 
to  prevent  the  crimes  to  which  he  had  given  too  much  counteuancti 
hy  his  confessions  as  well  as  by  his  example.  Ue  thus  entitled 
himself,  if  not  to  applause  or  sympathy,  at  least  to  absolution. 

To  the  hard  texture  of  Newton's  mind  must  be  aacriliod  muoh  of 
the  force,  as  well  aa  most  of  the  faults,  of  his  chnractcr,  and  much 
of  the  success  of  his  apostolate.  It  wns  his  province  to  work  at  the 
foundations  of  a  great  and  necessary  reform  in  the  spirit  of  the 
KstJiblished  Church  of  England.  His  weapon,  therefore,  waa  the 
pickaxe  of  the  builder  rather  than  the  chisel  of  the  sculptor ;  or,  in 
the  dialect  of  his  original  calling,  be  had  need,  not  for  tlie  delicate 
touch  which  regulates  the  timtskeejier,  but  for  the  brawny  arm 
which  turns  the  windlass.  Tlie  bark  of  Peter  was  at  that  tima 
deeply  imbe<Meil  in  the  mud  Itaiiks  of  a  somnolent  orthodoxy  ;  but 
whou  she  was  well  aHoat,  under  the  pilotage  of  Newton  and  hia 
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^r<:tl;rftn,  he  shapml  a  eteafly  conrsp,  and  without  shifting  a  sail, 
pursued  his  way  to  bis  destined  harbour.  Or,  to  drop  tlicsa  nauti- 
c:U  iigures,  whou  Nowtou  had  gathered  from  tho  Bibly  that  creed, 
for  which  the  iiutructions  of  WhitfiolJ  had  prepared  hira,  he 
daiig  lo  it  till  his  last  hroath  with  unubatod  hardihood,  Bincftrity, 
and  cotiK^.  Never  molested  by  any  speculative  doubts,  never 
deprenscd  by  any  niehmcholy  misgivings,  never  embamssofl  by  the 
Tcfinomonts  of  tlie  outer  world,  he  t*K)k  Im  stand  witli  hrnmesB, 
and  then  advanced  with  decision,  at  the  command  of  hid  own 
vnderstanding,  at  the  hiddinj^  of  his  own  conscicncp,  and  at  the 
iiopnl-'^e  of  hia  own  heart.  For,  having  consecrated  these  and  all 
his  faciiltiea  to  the  service  of  God,  he  lived  in  the  joj'ful  conviction 
of  tho  continual  presence  of  that  infallible  guiile,  A  century  of 
learned  inve^itigatioa  wouht  have  avaikvl  him  infinitely  less  than 
this  resolute  fidelity  to  his  own  natiirc  Prayer,  obedience,  practical 
•wiadonij  rontemplativo  wisdom,  and  again  prayer,  each  producing 
and  reproducing  tho  other,  became  the  unbroken  routine  of  his 
life,  a  circle  ever  revolving  with  a  still  wider  noge  and  a  more 
hrilliast  radiance.  Lookiii;^  upward,  and  moving  onward,  he  passed 
by  the  critics  and  philosophers,  the  worldly  great,  and  the  worldly 
wi«6,  as  so  maity  busy  idleM,  who  rai<^l)t  impede,  but  who  could 
not  advance,  the  one  great  object  of  his  renovated  existence.  To 
raine  aloft  the  banner  of  tho  cross,  that  men  might  look  tn  it  and 
be  saved, — to  exhibit  Chridt  aa  the  alpha  and  omega  of  his  minis- 
trations,— to  inculcate  this  '*  fooliahaesa  "  as  tho  one  true  wisdom, 
— to  tniniple  f>n  all  wistiom  at  variance  with  this,  as  but  so  much 
gaudy  fooliHihne«a, — to  derive  all  motives  lo  holiness,  all  conaolur 
tion.  fortitude,  energy,  and  peace  from  that  one  central  souroe  of 
light  and  love, — to  unfold  the  mystery  of  a  living  union  with  tliat 
living  head, — to  irradiate  with  tho  bright  be^ams  of  tha  Sun  of 
Hightoousness,  all  the  dark  qviestions  which  perplex  the  intellect  of 
fallen  man,  and  all  the  still  darker  inquiricit  which  press  with  so 
heavy  a  burden  on  his  heart, — to  be,  in  short,  in  all  the  comprehen- 
aive  falnpjyi  of  the  words,  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel — such  was  the 
pur|>oso  which,  without  pause  or  faltering,  occupied,  during  more 
than  half  a  century,  the  soul  of  John  Newton. 

To  this  arduous  task  he  brought  no  exquisite  or  remarkable 
abilities.  I  [is  writings  are  characterised  by  a  rich  unction  of 
Christian  kinilne»»a,  by  plain  sound  sense,  by  a  perspicuous  and 
easy  style,  and  by  the  natural  bloom  which  always  adorns  the  genuine 
fruits  of  the  p*!rsonal  experience,  and  the  unhorn)wed  reflectiuii,  of 
any  shrewd  olxser^'er  of  human  affairs.  Cecil,  a  friendly  and  most 
ooupetont  critic,  stgrs  of  hia  preaching,  that  "  he  appeared  perhaps 


to  least  adrantage  in  tlie  piilpit,  aa  lie  did  not  generally  aim  at  ock 
curacy  in  the  composition  of  hia  sermons,  nor  to  any  aildress  ia  the 
delivery  of  thcni.  Ilia  uttRmnce  was  far  from  clear,  and  his 
attittides  ungraceful."  To  the.se  faults  he  fretjiiently  added  the 
intdlerablo  error  of  prcachilm  without  pre  meditation.  \N'Tiat,  then, 
U  the  gro\md  on  wliiidi  a  place  cau  be  assif^ied  to  John  Newton* 
amon;<st  tho^  whuae  memory  ought  to  outlive  the  age  to  vhich 
they  belonged  t 

His  title  to  a  niche  in  the  temple  of  fame  rests  on  the  great  (iffecta 
which  many  of  the  beat  and  mu.<t  obser\'aut  of  his  cunteniporaries 
ascribed  to  the  energy,  the  deoi'^ion,  and  the  siuglonesa  of  heart, 
with  whioh  lie  la>)oiuiMi  amoiiy  them.  The  promine  to  the  Father 
of  tlie  Faithful,  that  the  dontnetl  r.ity  should  be  spared  if  ten 
righteous  men  rouM  be  found  in  it,  was  an  intimation  to  him  and 
to  his  desccntiants,  that  the  unitod  efforts  of  even  so  small  a  nnmbei 
of  such,  men  would  have  rendered  impossible  the  widespread  de- 
pravity of  which  the  cry  had  ascended  up  to  Heaven.  For,  how- 
ever deailly  may  he  the  contagion  propaj^ated  by  those  who  go  hand 
in  hand  to  work  wickednesi*,  the  sympathetiu  influence  of  the 
smallest  band,  inflexibly  devoted  to  any  wise  and  holy  entorpriae,  is 
more  lictive  stilL  The  grcjitcr  frequency  of  associations  for  evil  than 
for  good,  and  their  mnro  extensive  residts,  attest  the  superior 
tttcenj^h  of  the  inducements  to  foim  them,  not  their  superior 
strength  when  a^.tually  formed.  \Vho  can  assign  a  limit  to  the 
dominion  over  the  seltish,  inert,  and  sensual  mass,  even  of  a  a4>litary 
mind,  when  wrought  up  to  a  great  and  immntable  resolve,  although 
it  be  armed  with  no  other  nuthority  tlian  that  which  God  hixnsell^ 
by  evident  tokrios,  commits  to  all  his  appointo«l  missionarie«l  Ths 
history  of  all  the  gieat  moral  renovations  of  any  largo  bodies  of 
mankind  is  iudc-ed  nothing  else  than  a  sericfi  of  the  biographies  of 
men  bearing  a  general  resemblance  to  John  Newtoii.  Among  con- 
gregations which  adhej-ed  to  tlio  Church  and  to  tlie  ritual  of  tbeir 
fortifathere,  he  nssumod  the  office,  which  had  been  dischargeil  witi 
far  higher  powera,  and  mu<:h  more  conajiienona  sucoess,  by  Whit- 
Held,  among  the  enraptured  crowds  which  hung  upon  his  lips. 
JJewtnu  hve«l  to  see  his  pulpit  surrounded  by  the  adult  jjnuid- 
children  of  hia  first  hearers,  and  the  tradition  of  his  doctrine,  his 
piety,  and  liis  unde>'iattng  persevemnce,  is  a  pari  of  the  inberitancs 
of  many  who  at  tliis  day  stand  at  the  distance  of  ^veral  de«oaata 
from  them.  In  the  genealogy  which  connects  the  spiritual  ancwtry 
of  his  age  with  thoir  spiritual  progeny  in  our  own,  hn  holds  an 
eminent  place.  Himself  the  child  of  "Whitfield,  he  was  one  of  th« 
prugeuitura  of  Claudius  Buchanan,  to  whom  the  Church  in  ludk 
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ewes  80  large  a  ileJ>t  of  gratitude — of  William  Wilberforce,  to  whom 
lh«  Church  Univorsal  ia  still  more  largely  indebted — of  Joseph 
Milnor,  whom  he  induced  to  write  the  "History  of  the  Church" 
of  ancient  timee — and  of  Thomoa  Scott,  who  has  bequeathed  to  the 
Church,  in  ages  yet  to  come,  writinga  of  iniperislmblif  value,  and  the 
memory  of  a  life  passed  in  no  unsucce^ful  cmuhiiion  of  those  of 
wboiii  this  unhallowtnl  world  was  the  Vwit  worthy. 

Thoraaii,  the  tenth  child  of  John  Scott,  a  praaier  in  Lincolnshire, 
wa8  born  in  February,  1747.  After  passing  live  years  to  little  profit 
at  a  grammar-whool  at  •Scorton,  in  that  cotiniy,  ho  was  apprenticed 
to  a  medical  practitioner.  From  that  service  he  was  dismissed  for 
Bome  unexphiined,  but  *'  pross  "  minconduct  At  the  a*;tt  of  sixteen 
he  returnwl  home  and  passed  the  nine  following  years  in  "the  most 
laborious  and  dirty  paru  of  the  grazier's  buBincss."  The  hope  that 
he  ftboiiltl  one  day  iniierit  the  larm  on  which  he  worked,  sustained 
him  umlor  these  toils,  until  he  accidentally  discoveret.!  tluit  his  father 
had  made  a  will,  dispo^^ing  of  it  in  favour  of  another  of  his  sons. 
To  escape  the  neceasity  of  pafuing  hiA  lite  in  menial  employments  aa 
a  shepherd  or  herdsman,  Thomas  Scott  forthwith  applied  himself 
witli  vigour  to  regain  and  to  enlarge  such  knowledge  of  Greek  and 
Latin  as  he  had  acquired  at  school.  Undeterred  by  the  difhculties 
which  so  often  seem  to  forbid,  wltile  they  really  promote,  the  success 
of  a  poor,  unaided,  solitary'  student,  he  mastered  many  classical,  and 
8ume>  theological  books.  Among  the  last  vas  a  Socinian  Com- 
mentary on  the  Bible,  This  ^ptnson  he  drank  greeilily,"  and 
became  "nearly  a  Socinian  and  Pelngian,  and  wholly  an  Arminian." 

\Vith  this  amount  of  preparation,  and  in  this  state  of  religious 
belief.  Mr  Scott  became  a  deacon  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
March,  1773,  by  the  ''laying  on  of  the  hands"  of  the  then  bishop 
of  Lincoln.  The  story  of  his  life  from  that  ejK>ch,  Mx'upira  nearly  GOO 
pages  of  a  volume,  written  by  his  son,  with  such  filial  piety,  such 
guileless  simplicity  of  heart,  and  so  much  deep  and  unostentations 
wisdom,  OS  to  give  it  a  place  among  those  bool^  which  suspend  the 
critical  spirit  of  the  reader  during  his  progress,  and  leave  bis  tliiiHt 
for  int45rcaurse  with  the  writ«r  unsatialed  to  the  end.  Yet  seldom 
has  a  less  eventful  tale  been  told.  The  external  incidents  of  it 
may  all  be  comprised  in  one  brief  par^traph. 

Mr  Scott  beouiie  curate  of  Stoke  OoldinghaTii,  in  Biickingham- 
eliiru,  whero  he  uiarried  Mrs  Jane  fvell,  who  t>on!  liim  a  numerous 
oltdpriiig.  From  Stoke  Uoldingbom,  he  removed  to  Havcn<>tono, 
Irom  Kavenstone  to  Weston,  and  from  Weston  tn  OIney,  all  adja- 
cent parishes  in  the  same  county,  in  each  of  which  successively  he 
lield  the  office  of  cnrate.     After  pasaiQg  mOTO  than  Uuiieea  years 


416 


TDE 


fUlGEUCAL       SU0CCS8IOR. 


ia  these  eorvices,  he  was  appointed  to  ]ireaph  at  a  cliapcl.  attacbecl 
to  a  hospital,  then  al^iuiing  in  Grysveuor  TJace,  where  hfi  laboured 
dnriiiy  trie  next  sevdiiloeu  years.  In  tlial  interval  deatii  deprived 
him  of  his  wife,  hut  the  bmufrnity  of  Providence  dii-ecled  him  to 
another  wise  and  happy  mttrriag&  Ho  waa  ptfseuted,  in  1803,  to 
tiie  n:t:lory'  uf  Aishtou  Sandfurd,  iu  Buckinghamahin.',  and  died  then 
iu  April,  1821. 

He  died  unknown,  even  hy  name>  to  all*  or  nearly  to  aU,  of  the 
statesmen  and  warriors,  to  whose  gloiy  the  annals  of  the  reign  of 
George  III.  are  dedicated,  although  no  one  of  that  Uluslrioua  band 
had  really  hewn  out  for  himself  a  monument  so  suhlime  and  iui- 
perishalile.  He  died  unknown  or  anhec<leti  by  the  poota,  the  philoso- 
pheis,  the  hiBtoriana,  and  the  artists,  wlioiliiring  the  same  momentous 
era,  had  established  an  lutelloctual  dovereij^nty  in  his  native  )an<!, 
although  he  had  laid  the  basis  of  a  wider  and  more  enduring  •h.- 
minion  than  had  Wen  ai^fjuired  by  the  most  triumphant  of  their 
number.  H«  died  neglected,  if  not  di'spised,  by  the  hicrarvhv 
the  CJiurch  of  Kngland,  altJiough  iu  him  she  lost  a  t<;3f:hor,  weij^i 
against  whom  tliose  most  nivc-rend,  right  reverend,  very  mvei 
and  venenible  personages,  if  all  thrown  together  into  the  op 
scale,  would  at  once  have  kicked  the  beam.  Hut  he  diedamidat 
rt'grets,  and  yet  lives  in  tJie  grateful  remembrance,  of  immben 
without  number,  who,  on  eitlier  side  of  Uie  Atlantic  (in  continental, 
aa  well  a&  in  insular  Britain),  ha<l  found  in  bis  vrritings  such  a  maan 
of  divyrsified  instruction,  such  stores  of  intellectual  and  of  spiriti 
nutriment,  such  completeness  and  maturity  of  divine  knowl 
BO  st<>ady  ami  so  pure  a  light  to  lighten  the  dark  places  of 
Scripture,  BO  aliwhite  a  devotcdness  to  truth,  and  no  iiidefatiga' 
a  pursuit  of  truth,  as  tliey  ha^I  not  found  in  any  or  in  all  of  the 
theol(»gians  who  wrote  or  siiake  in  Ida  own  times,  and  in  Ida  own 
mother  tongue. 

Panting  to  emerge  from  tiic  mean  pursuits  to  which  he  had  been 
l)orn  and  brwi,  and  deludwl  by  sophistries  then  genemlly  prevalent, 
Mr  Scott  had,  with  the  moat  solemn  vows,  doclarcd  his  tuicunditional 
assent  and  coiment  to  the  creeds,  the  articles,  and  the  litn^*  of  the 
Anglican  Church,  although  he  bod  rejected  more  than  one  of  Ibe 
dootrinee  which  those  formidas  represent  as  fundamental ;— doubtluae 
a  great  offence,  which  no  true  disciple  of  his  wuold  ever  excutit  or 
]>ulliaLe,  and  which  it  is  impossible  to  reprobate  more  strongly  than 
in  the  terms  of  his  own  pnbhc  self-condemnation.  Thcdoudiii'.:i  (  f 
Felagiiis,  Socinus,  and  Arminius  over  him,  was  however  but  ?!.  i;- 
IWod.  They  alidieated  it  in  favour  of  their  rivals,  Augustin.  Athun- 
oshi^  and  Cal\-in  ;  and,  under  the  title  of  ^  The  Force  uf  Trut^t," 
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Scott  pulilished  a  narmtive  of  this  interior  revolution,  which  is  ex- 
tollo^l  by  I>r  Wilson,  the  present  Bishop  of  CaJculta,  as  only  secund, 
and  as  scarcely  inferior,  in  value,  to  the  oDufeiJisions  of  tho  great 
Bishop  of  Hippo.  A  venturous  eulogium ;  but  it  may  bo  safely  said 
that  the  book  is  a  luimnous  and  diepofisionatb  portraiture  of  a  scries 
of  mental  plienomena  of  rare  accniTenee,  of  deep  interest,  and  of  such 
a  charaeter,  that  no  mftn  could  have  been  the  subject  of  them,  without 
the.  Bcverest  integrity,  nnr  tho  delini^ator  of  them,  without  singulAp 
perspiracity  and  force  of  mind. 

In  this  remarkable  volume,  Scott  sketches  himself  at  his  original 
ctu^icy  in  no  very  attractive  cnloiu-s — aa  a  neftiy,  proud,  inorow-,  and 
ambitious  churchman,  negligent  even  of  the  forms  of  private  devotion, 
and  wrapt  up  in  those  learned  iiiqnirtfs,  from  which  ho  hoped  at 
some  future  time  to  gather  literary  fame  and  professional  advance- 
ments It  happened  tliat  the  mortal  illnesa  of  two  of  Itis  parishioncra 
had  faileil  to  draw  tin's  eager  student  from  his  h<tnkA  ;  but  Newton 
had  found  his  way  from  his  parsonage  at  Olney  to  their  bed-aid««, 
with  ghostly  aih-ice  and  cimsolation.  Si^ott  listened  mei^kly  to  the 
rebukes  which  this  contrast  drew  upon  him  from  his  own  conscience 
Ho  sought  the  society  of  his  more  zealous  neighbour,  and  even  bo- 
come  an  occaaioual  attendant  at  his  church.  But  he  attended  it  in 
vain.  On  one  of  those  occasions  Kewton  had  selecte^l,  as  tlie  subject 
of  his  discourse,  St  Paul's  denunciation  of  tho  sorcerer  Elymas,  and 
Scott-  was  moved  to  irresistible  merriment,  by  the  belief  that  the 
preacher  was  aiming  his  oncharitable  and  pointless  shafts  at  liimsolf, 
as  the  "  child  of  the  devil,  full  of  all  subtlety  and  mischief."  Yet 
revering  the  honesty  of  his  supposed  censor,  and  ai»ured  of  his  own 
superiority  as  a  controversial i.st  and  a  scholar,  Scott  challenged  him 
to  a  written  debate  on  their  religious  diU'erences.  Tlie  proposal  was 
wisely  declined.  Newton  estimated  theological  debate  at  its  tnie 
value,  and  perhaps  had  the  discretion  to  perceive  his  own  compara- 
tive poverty  in  the  weapons  of  that  warfare,  and  his  unskilluJness  in. 
the  use  of  them.  He  Uierefore  encountered  the  aigumentative  letters 
of  his  antagonist  by  courteous  and  affectionat*  anaweis.  He  wisely 
judged  that  in  the  field  of  Polemics,  that  rudo  and  haughty  spirit 
would  have  been  exasperated  into  error ;  but  he  pcrceivetl  that  it  was 
xinited  to  on  uprightness  and  a  courage  which,  in  the  quiet  ways  of 
secluded  meditation,  might  guide  him  peacefully  to  the  knowlodgo 
and  to  the  love  of  truth. 

This  friendly  anticipation  was  soon  verifted.  Scott  received  an 
offer  of  preferment  Ho  had  thirsted  and  laboured  for  it,  but  nothing 
could  tempt  him  to  set  his  hand  again  to  a  confession  from  which 
his  heart  dissented.    He  chose  to  remain  a  neoesaitoas  cuiale,  rather 


than  tn  twmme  a  rich  bat  hypocritical  incaiBhent.  He  lias  not 
plained,  and  it  id  vain  to  coDJectore,  how  be  so  neacly  appicaelit 
withuui  iwching  the  isferenoe,  that  the  same  ptincipte  demai 
the  abaiidoiiiDeiit  of  liis  poor  curacy  aJao^  anil  of  his  derii-al  xank 
and  office.  But  bleednga  on  bim  vho  gires  us  an  exampl«  of 
^rmnine  integri^,  eren  thongh  it  be  not  absohitely  aelf-Goiud(tt«:fni. 
In  hia  own  time,  and  by  his  own  connections,  his  refuiol  of  pr«-ffer- 
ment  was  condemned,  not  as  an  incomplete  sacrifice,  but  as  a  *■-)'- 
nenipulosity.  From  the  uting  of  that  ceQfflu«  he  know  bow  to  - 
ft  ialntary  truth.  In  bis  aelf-communinfis  on  the  sabject,  be  iii< , 
why  he  »hould  receive  any  human  authority  as  the  foun-itno 
of  any  part  of  his  religious  creed,  when,  upon  a  point  of  moral 
obligation  so  incomparably  more  simple,  they  who  loved  bim  best, 
and  whom  be  best  loved^  could  fall  into  an  error  so  obvious  and  so 
prufourid.  lie  turned  awsy  from  liis  well-meanings  but  ill-j  udging 
arlviiK'nf,  with  a  solemn  resolution  that  ho  would  **  eearch  Uit?  word 
of  God  with  the  nngle  intention  to  discover  whether  the  articles  of 
the  Church  of  England  in  general  were  or  were  not  agreeable  to  the 
ycripturee." 

The  history  of  that  search  occupies  the  larger  part  of  "  The  Force 
of  Truth."  It  was  pursued  during  three  successive  years  in  retire* 
ment,  and  almost  in  solitude.  The  Bible  lay  continually  open  on 
his  table.  Ihiy  by  day,  and  hour  by  hour,  he  implored  the  Divine 
Author  of  it  to  become  also  the  in&dlible  interpreter,  i-'rum  page 
to  page,  and  from  sentence  to  sentence,  he  searched,  weighed,  and 
eollaled  every  word  with  unremitting  diligence  and  inextinguish- 
able ardooz:  He  does  not  seem  to  have  armed  himself  M-ith  any 
eritioal  appaxatos,  or  to  have  sought  the  a£sistanco  of  any  houaD 
commentators.  He  had  rejected  the  authority  of  all  men  over  his 
faith,  aii.l  therefore  of  these  men.  Yet  he  was  not  wholly  uiuiidefl 
by  theological  advisers.  He  summoneil  to  liis  succour  a  ^'nee  of 
vriters,  of  whose  works  it  seems  strange  tliat  he  should  till  tJben 
have  been  ignorant  They  are  among  the  most  trite  and  popular 
in  our  language. 

yirsi  fame  Ixxike,  with  his  "  Kssay  on  the  Hea«onnblenen  <](f 
Cliristiunity,"  wliich  only  supplied  8cott  with  aigumeuts  in  faTour 
of  his  t>ocinian,  or,  in  more  modem  phrase,  his  rationalistic  erron. 
Tlieu  Burnet's  '*  Pastonil  Cure  "  seut  him  back  to  the  study  of  the 
Scriptures,  not  without  an  awful  rebuke  for  his  past  negligence  as 
a  niiniKtt^r  of  the  Gos]>el.  TillotAon  and  Jortiu  next  pn-  ~  ' 
themHelvRS,  to  teach  (as  wn  am  tohl)  neitlier  law  nor  gnspn]. 
compromiBo  of  both,  and  tempted  him,  too  sncce^sfidly,  to  tli' 
lent  pmctic«  of  transcribing  their  sermons   fur  his  own  j    .... 


I  Jenyns,  witli  his  "  Intornol  Eviilftnocs,*'  "broke  up  in  hie  8oul 
hcErto  iindiscovercd  depth  uf  rclif^ous  ft-elinK,  whit!!!  Pr 
Samuel  Clarko  contribuUiU  aguin  to  close  up,  liy  his  "  Hcriplnrol 
Boctrinc  of  tlie  Trinily."  For  ulthuugh  Clarke  reftitwl  Iho  dogmas 
of  SocinuB,  he  subtttituUid  for  them  the  errors  of  Ariiis,  from  which 
Scott  afterwarda  perci'ivpd  thero  waa  a  straight,  ami  only  not  inevit- 
able, deacent  to  Atheiam.  The  mystic  Law,  in  his  "  Serious  CttU," 
taut^ht  OUT  inquirer  the  need  of  a  more  earnest  diligence  and  a  inorc 
profound  devotion  tliaii  he  liad  hitherto  practised,  and  drew  &om 
him  u  vow,  which,  to  his  lat4»t  hour,  he  preserved  in\iolatcs  "  never 
more  tu  engage  in  any  pimitiib  not  evidently  substTvient  to  his 
ministerial  usefulness,  or  to  the  propagation  of  Chrixtiiuiity." 

Bui,  last  of  all,  there  appeared  in  Scott's  sccrrt  chamber  one  before 
whoso  nu^cBtic  prpsence  Locke  and  Buniet,  Tillatson  and  Jortin, 
Jenyns,  Clarke,  and  Law^  rotreatc>d  into  oltscurity  and  eilt'Dce,  like 
the  interlocutors  in  the  Platonic;  dialogue,  when  the  voice  of  Socrates 
is  heani.  With  his  "iSermon  on  Justificjjtion,"  the  grvat  and 
judicious  Hooker  put  to  flight,  at  once  and  for  ever,  the  more  op- 
pn^snive  doulits  which  had  ovenihadowed  the  mind  of  the  student, 
and  enabled  him  to  plant  his  foot  immovably  on  Luther's  mckf 
eiantis  atti  cadctUia  ecckske.  He  was  at  onc«  aatonishod  and 
delighted  to  find  tliat  the  great  adversary  cif  the  Piirituns,  the  illus- 
trious champion  of  the  polity  of  the  Church  of  England,  had  an- 
nounced that  doctrine  with  as  fuU  an  emphasis,  and  with  as  fi^arlees 
an  unreserve,  aa  the  German  Beformer,  and  as  the  fouudeta  of 
Methodism. 

Up  io  this  period,  Scott  had  norcr  seen  the  Homilies  of  that 
Church,  wliich  her  lliiity-tifth  Article  declares  to  contain  "  a  godly 
and  wholeaome  doctrine."  He  read  theia  with  e-agemese  and  ^viUl 
surprise,  for  they  completely  echoed  the  voices  of  Luther,  of  Hooker, 
and  of  Whilfiehl  Convinced,  yet  shrinking  from  the  public  avowal 
of  his  convictions,  he  opportunely  met  with  one  of  the  works  of 
Henry  Venn,  who  taught  him  (wliat  no  man  had  a  belter  title,  or 
more  ability,  to  teach)  tlie  contempt  of  every  motive  wliith  would, 
for  one  hour,  delay  the  amplest  acknowledgment  of  any  part  of  any 
of  the  truUis  which  liis  Saviour  had  lived  to  proclaim,  and  had  died 
to  establish. 

And  now  tlie  Socinian  had  adopted  the  Creed  of  Niciea,  the  Pe- 
lagian had  admitted  that,  unaided  hy  divine  grace,  oveir  thought 
and  desire  uf  the  heart  wu-j  inuuerued  in  an  utter  and  hojx'leAs  cor- 
ruption, and  the  Foniialist  was  ixinviiiced  that  the  justiiicAlihn  of 
sinful  man  is  produced  by  faith  alone,  without  tJie  works  eitlier 
of  the  c^remoaial  or  uf  the  moral  law.     Thus  the  entire  system, 
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thpn  and  sinnc  distingmshpd  an  "  EvangeUcal,"  had  gained  poaww 
sion  of  his  mind.  Uul  he  drew  back  I'ronj  the  belief  tliat,  notwith- 
eUudhig  the  alupeuduug  and  imutturable  mercy  of  tho  lucamation 
oi  Deity  itself,  a  comparatively  umall  ntimher  only  of  tho  mce  whose 
naltire  was  thua  aasumed  by  their  Creator,  had,  by  his  iirovoisitlo 
dpcror,  boon  uloctfid,  to  tho  wclusion  of  all  the  rest,  and  imxleiitined, 
not  only  tu  btemal  happiness,  but  to  au  inca]>aciiy  of  forfeiting  that 
inestiiuatile  privilege.  He  attained,  however,  to  this  behef  alao, 
by  tlio  devout  study  of  the  sacred  oracles  ;  although,  inthiainqiiiiy, 
he  accepted  the  aid  of  two  writers,  eaL^h  of  whom  must  hava 
K'gai-ded  the  othpr  as  a  kind  of  hopeless  riddlo,  if  they  could  have 
read  each  other's  books.  Xheue  were  Uj»bius,  the  grave  expositor  of 
tho  "Economy  of  tho  Covenants,"  and  llan'oy,  tho  efijorcdcent 
author  of  "Therou  aud  Aspaaia." 

'llie  whole  cycle  of  doctrine  was  now  complete,  and,  ever  faithfol 
to  the  li^jht  whii-li  he  poswssed,  Scott  enforced  his  new  tenets  from 
his  own  pulpit,  and  sat  as  a  child,  to  receive  a  more  perfect  &X]MiAi- 
tion  of  them  from  the  lips  of  >'ewton.  Aearly  half  a  ceninrj-  of 
aposlolic  labour  lay  before  him.  iJuring  that  period  he  contiiiuod 
to  search  and  to  ponder  the  ScripLures  with  au  iiik-nsity  of  ap|di- 
catiou,  and  a  persevenuico  of  prayer,  of  which  the  records  of  oar 
own  age  and  country  oiTonl  no  cotuitorpart  The  result  was  hut 
to  add  to  Uio  stability  of  the  convictions  he  had  derived  from  his 
early  studiea.  As  the  world  receded  from  hia  view,  he  duitg  to 
them  with  increaeed  tenacity,  and  his  dying  breath  attested  bis 
indestructible  atiiauce  in  them. 

Such  are  the  facta.  They  are  important,  chiefly  as  forming  tho 
foundation  of  an  argument,  which  has  been  very  widely  dilluaud, 
and  cordially  acceptid,  in  favour  of  Mr  Scott's  peculiar  thfc<>li>jrical 
opinions.  He  observes  that  the  system  which  he  thus  embrace<U 
was  in  direct  contradiction  to  hia  long-cherished,  views — that  his 
spirit  and  temper  indisposed  him  to  such  a  departure  froni  any 
|>ositiou  which  lie  ha<-l  once  deliberately  taken  up — thai  tlie  chaogo 
was  hostile  to  his  secular  interests — and  that  it  exposed  him  to 
contumelies  and  contempt^  from  which  no  man  could  shrink  vitJi 
a  more  acute  sensitiveness.  He  remarhs  that  this  change  in  his 
opinions  took  place  very  gradually — ^that  it  was  not  preceded  or  ao- 
comimnictl  by  any  instruction  from  those  to  whose  sentiments  he 
acceded^that  the  only  uninspired  books  which  he  consulted  were 
those  of  writers  of  high  reputation  in  tho  Church  of  England — thai 
he  was  indebted  for  Im  opinions  to  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  in- 
comparably more  than  to  all  other  studios — and  tJiat  he  read  ihcm 
with  fervent  and  unceasing  prayer  for  the  right  undeistandiug  of 
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them.  He  vety  BoleTnnly  denies  tliat  his  narrftfcive  is  cloiuled  "by 
any  enthuaiAstic  dreams  or  illusioDs,  or  that  it  ib  more  or  less  than  a 
plain  rocord  of  ao  many  rcjil  occmrenoes.  Uenco  he  infore  that  the 
conclusions  to  which  he  otUijiecl  mii;it  necessarily  be  just  and  true; 
au  inference  irresistibly  tbllovrinK  ( as  ho  conceives )  from  the 
enoraious  iiupictiea  with  which  the  denial  of  it  is  pn-'^,^^^!!. 

Koi",  ii'  a  man  devoted  to  the  pursuit  of  trutli,  sacrificing  hia 
fondei^t  x>rcjudices,  his  interoat,  and  his  reputation,  for  the  love  of 
tnith — labouring  inteiueiy  during  three  suecessive  years,  by  night 
and  by  day,  for  the  discovery  of  truth — taking  the  word  of  God  as 
his  only  authoritative  expositor  of  truth,  and  studying  that  word 
with  earnest  and  habitual  pniyer  for  the  attainment  of  tnith  ; — if 
such  a  man  shall  ho  at  last  left  under  any  grave  and  dangerous 
error,  how  escape  the  revolting  conswiucncc,  that  we  may  ask  and 
not  receive — sock  and  not  find — knock  without  having  the  door 
opened — sue  for  bread  and  receive  a  etone — be  disajipointed  in  the 
oonfidencB  we  are  taught  to  repose  in  our  Heavenly  Father — and 
find  uven  the  Bivine  promises  an  insecure  fonndfttion  of  our  hopes  t 
"  Can  any  man,"  exclaims  Mr  Scott,  *'  suppose  that  after  such 
repeated  and  continual  pleadings  of  the  express  promises  of  the  Lord 
to  this  cfiect,  in  earnest  prayer,  according  to  his  appointment,  £ 
should  he  delivered  up  to  the  teaching  of  tlie  fullier  of  lies  I  Can 
any  one  nmko  this  conclusion  without  an  evident  insinuation  that 
God  hath  broken,  his  promises  I" 

Taunt  a  Roman  Catholic  with  this  doctrine  of  infallihiUty,  and  ho 
anffwers  that  his  creed  condnes  that  awful  ptvrogattvo  to  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  as  repreeented  either  by  an  a'Cimaenical  Synod,  or  by 
her  supreme  earthly  Head ;  but  that  such  Protestants  as  Mr  Scott 
acknowledge  that  the  number  of  devout  persons  and  of  infallible 
]>ei%ons  is  the  some,  and  believe  that,  although  such  pcraons  aro 
collectively  unable  to  agree,  they  are  individually  unable  to  err. 
Such  a  disputant  leaps  over  the  dilemma  of  "the  force  of  truth,"  at 
a  slDgle  boimd.  He  denies  that  Holy  Scripture  contains  any 
promiae  of  illumination,  excepting  of  such  as  ^hall  be  conveyed 
through  the  appointed  channels,  and  means  of  grace,  In  the  Church, 
He  thinks  it  no  contmilietion  to  the  divine  wonl,  and  certainly  no 
marvel,  that  a  man  should  consume  a  long  life  in  isolated  bihlicjil 
studies,  however  energetic,  and  in  solitary  meditation  and  prayer, 
however  fervent-,  without  discovering  the  narrow  way  which  liAds  to 
truth  and  life,  or  es<aiping  the  broa<l  way  which  leads  to  error  and 
to  f>erdilion  ;  for  such  a  man  has  rejected  wliat  hia  iRoman  Catholic 
antagonist  maintains  to  bo  the  one  source  of  light,  laid  open  hy 
Heuven  itself  lor  the  guidance  of  man. 
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KftithfiT  are  Protestants  really  he<lg«i  op  between  the  adoption  ol 
Mr  Scott's  religious  gysteuu  and  the  abandonment  of  tlieir  reliance 
on  the  Bivinu  promiscA.  For  they  insist  that  all  ^ucli  promiaes  an 
couditioital,  and  that  every  jironiise  of  Divine  (^uiilanee  ia  qualified' 
by  thfl  condition,  express  oi  implied,  that  the  aearcb  for  it  be  mado 
in  pure  love  of  truth,  and  without  the  bias  of  any  aecttlar  motive. 
But  it  is  irrational  to  8ay,  that  Mr  Seott  conducted  his  inquiries 
with  this  pntire  impartiality.  He  had  the  stroE^at  possible  induce- 
ment to  get  rid  of  liia  grigiuid  tenets.  They  were  utterly  ineoutLstent 
with  tuH  preferment,  and  even  with  his  continuance  in  bis  aucrcd 
ofHoc.  Hii  teUs  us  that  he  had  "perceived  hia  Socinian  ptrinciples 
to  be  vtTV  diareputablf!,"  and  that  he  had  bet^n  eomp<dled  *'  to  con- 
ceal them  in  a  great  measure."  Ho  mi^'ht  have  stated  tliia  much 
more  strongly.  It  would  not  merely  have  been  disreputable,  but 
base  and  crlnmial,  to  have  adhered  at  once  to  his  opimuns  and  to 
bin  profession. 

Further,  that  search  for  truth,  which  the  Divine  veracity  m 
pledgc<l  to  assist,  is  a  search  conducted  in  the  use  of  those  meatiB 
which  the  Divine  beneficence  baa  seen  fit  to  supply.  Of  these  not 
the  least  considerable  is  conference  with  the  wise,  either  in  their 

Cersons,  or  in  lh«ir  writings.  But,  during  the  llxree  yeers  of  his 
iblicttl  investigationa,  Mr  Scott  seems  to  have  with^lrawn  not  only 
from  all  intellpetnal  s'^f^inty,  but  frnra  all  theological  readini*.  His 
whole  catalogue  of  auxiliary  books  would  hardly  affoid  seriaaa 
ocGU[Nition  for  one  month  to  a  studtnt  of  ordiQary  diligence ;  and, 
although  he  iiflerwards  extende<.l  his  book  knowledge  more  widely, 
be  seems  never  to  hare  possessed  mure  than  a  very  &li;j:ht  acquaint- 
ance with  the  works  of  any  divines,  ancient  or  nioilem.  But  he 
who  revolves  the  text  of  Holy  Scripture  without  infonning  biraaelf 
how  it  has  been  interpreted  by  any  of  the  great  teacbon^  of  the 
Church,  has  no  right  to  exj^ect  immunity  fi»m  those  errors  to  which 
we  are  all  liable,  in  all  our  studies,  and  on  all  sabjeota,  when  w* 
will'uUy  cut  ourselves  otl'  from  the  reeources  of  our  social  nature,  and 
from  a  free  inU?trout«e  with  the  minds  of  other  men. 

Mr  Scott's  all'-*nmtive,  "  tliink  with  me,  or  ceoae  to  believe  that 
be  who  seeks  sliall  tind,"  implied),  or  rather  affirms,  that  none  ever 
sought  as  he  eought,  excepting  only  those  who  concluded  thmr 
sean:h  by  thinking  as  he  thought.  He  disposes  of  all  expi'rinient 
attended  with  an  opposite  result,  by  ilenyiug  that  they  wi-re  coa 
ducu^d  Willi  tlie  same  good  faith,  simplicity  of  purpose,  eamestnc 
and  devotion,  as  his  owrn.  Such  impiirfrs  as  foimd  at  length 
reiiting-placB  rejected  by  Idm,  were,  as  he  assures  us,  citlier  per 
leaning  to  their  own  untlerstunding  —  or  penona  held  in  bond 
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htiman  authority  —  or  persons  incredulous  of  llioir  own  Ualiility  to 
error  —  or  persons  blinded  by  preiudice,  or  heatotl  by  controvc-rsy  — 
or  persona  whosB  dissent  frQio  his  own  touclusions  touches  onJy 
points  of  minor  importance,  that  is,  dofis  not  pncronch  on  any  part 
of  his  syatnni,  excepting  that  which  relates  to  tlic  jirrdfHti nation  and 
final  porwivvrance  of  the  chosen  few.  Now,  it  is  a  matttT  of  fact, 
clear  and  indisputable,  that  a  vast  tumpany  of  those  who  have  boon 
honoured  in  the  Cliristian  Cliuithes,  as  wortliics  of  tbe  highest 
name,  livwi  and  diwl  in  a  faith  far  more  remote  tlian  this  fnim  the 
faith  of  Thomas  Scott.  But  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  conjecture,  ad- 
mitting of  no  proof  whatever,  that  all  of  these  pers<ms  were  justly 
liable  to  some  one  or  more  of  the  imputations  thus  cast  upon  thorn. 
And  it  is  a  moat  improbable  conjecture.  Can  any  one  be  named, 
who  held  and  tiuight  all  Mr  Scott's  doelriiif!.s  fimnng  the  tlinmg  of 
saintti,  and  martyrs,  and  confessors,  who  flourished  between  the  days 
of  Clement  of  Home  and  those  of  Augtistint  Can  we  ascribe  the  be- 
lief of  them  to  any  of  those  who  have  been  mo«t  illustrious  for  piety 
in  the  Itoman  Catholic  communion,  as,  for  example,  to  St  lt<>mard, 
to  Savonarola,  to  St  Charles  Borromeo,  to  St  Francis  De  Sides,  to 
Paflcal,  to  De  Saci,  or  to  Fenelon  1  Must  we  conclude  that,  in  their 
bihlical  inquiries,  all  these  ilhistrious  men  were  either  itidevout,  or 
preiiumptuons,  or  hasty,  or  higoteiJ,  or  arroj^ant,  or  prejndinetl,  or 
contontinus)  Are  we  to  refuse  assent  to  the  overwhelming  and  un- 
disputed evidence  on  which  wo  have  hitherto  assigned  to  each  of 
them  a  pla^;e  amnngst  tlie  most  Jwinu'd.  rlevoted,  and  reverontial 
lovers  and  worshippers  of  divine  truth  I  Had  Mr  Scott  any  such  ac- 
quaintiini-e  with  the  lives  or  the  writings  of  the  primitive  Fathers,  or 
of  the  modern  Catholics,  as  entitled  him  to  pronounce  this  indis- 
criminate censure  on  them  all  1  Is  it  not  rathor  the  fact, 'that  when 
ho  wrote  that  censure,  he  was  wholly  uuacquainterl  with  the  hooka  of 
any  of  them,  and  with  the  very  naint^  of  most  of  themt 

What,  then,  is  the  right  infenmce  from  the  incontrovertible  facts, 
that  during  three  sucecsaive  years  Mr  Scott  laboured  devoutly  and 
cnergt^icAlIy  to  deduce  from  the  Bible  the  genuine  articles  of  the 
Christian  faith,  and  that  those  labours  rendered  him  an  immutable 
adherent  of  the  system  called  Kvangelical  1  'JTie  right  inforeuoe,  wo 
apprehend,  is,  that  in  that  (systom  is  contained  whatever  was  uecea- 
fiary  to  liis  peace,  to  his  holiness,  and  to  his  ct<'mal  welfare.  For 
tliey  who  seek  shall  find.  They  shall  find  tho«w  practii^l  truths 
which  are  essential  to  their  highest  good,  although  they  may  miss 
of  some  abelract  tnitbs,  which  lie  witliin  the  dumiLin  of  science 
tather  than  of  practice.  In  one  eenae,  indeed,  each  article  of  tho 
** Evangelical"  creed,  and  of  eveiy  oiber  creed,  muat  either  be  an 
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absolute  truth,  or  an  obaolute  untruth.  But  such  articles  ai«  con- 
templated by  the  several  adherents  or  opponents  of  thcni,  in  m 
many  cnntrary  aspects,  with  such  vaiiona  preposeeasions,  with  (to  dif- 
ferent an  use  and  uiiderstan  Jing  of  words,  and  with  habitfi  of  thought 
ao  diBsimilcr,  that  there  is  uiothor  sense  in  which  such  artii?k-d  mmy 
he  said  to  bo  rehitivuly  true,  and  relatively  false  —  true  to  one  man, 
folso  to  another.  Many  agree  in  the  use  of  a  common  B3^iboI,  ^v ho 
have  yet  no  meaning  in  common.  Many  between  whom  therw  is  no 
extermd  uniformity,  are  living  in  a  eubetantial  unanimity.  Aniidst 
the  mists  which  envelope  us  in  this  life,  many  opposite  deductions 
have  been  made  from  Holy  Scripture*,  by  men  who  in  tliat  other 
life^  where  such  mists  are  dispersed,  have  doubtless  discovered  bow 
much  our  world  ia  agitated  by  dolratcs,  in  which  nothing  is  iu  Caci 
atiBsne — how  much  disturbed  by  controversialists  between  whom 
no  ical  diflcrenco  exists  — and  how  much  occupied  by  qui'ttliciiu 
which  might  be  decided  cither  way  without  affecting  any  ^itul  prin- 
ciple of  the  religion  to  which  they  relate. 

Bat  whatever  authority  Mr  Scott's  studies  and  pniyera  may  or 
may  not  have  imparted  to  his  opinions,  they  undouhtr-dly  fomiod 
the  origin  of  his  future  pursuits,  and  the  haas  of  liis  eminence, 
as  the  great  Scriptural  commentator  of  his  age.  If  regarfled  oidy 
in  a  oununcrciiil  point  of  view,  the  story  of  his  billieal  luboim 
would  form  a  curious  addition  to  the  chronicle  of  the  "  calami tim  of 
authors." 

There  woa,  it  seetos,  in  Scott'a  early  days,  a  publisher  whose 
name  moulders  in  well-merited  oblivion,  but  whoso  trading  caf-ital 
consisted  iu  his  own  unblushing  ellronterj',  and  in  the  aminiand 
which  it  gave  him  over  the  tyi>es,  the  paper,  the  ink,  and  the 
btaiua  of  his  credulous  neighbours.  It  occurred  to  this  worthy  tliat 
a  fleriea  of  weekly  annotation-s  on  the  Bible,  from  the  pen  of  Mr 
Scott,  in  one  hundred  successive  numbers,  would  yield  a  haudRinie 
profit  to  himself,  and  that  the  annotator  would  be  splendidly  r&- 
oompensed  by  the  receipt  of  the  same  number  of  guineas.  Some 
well-fed  authors  of  our  own  times  may  tliink  tliat  a  jwjment  of  tifty- 
two  pounds  ten  ehilliugs  in  each  of  two  successive  years,  was  but  a 
niggardly  recompense  for  such  labours.  Mr  Scott  judged  other- 
wise. It  wns  an  addition  of  tifty  per  cent  to  the  annual  income 
which  he  earned  by  oSiciating  four  times  every  Sunday  in  two 
churches,  between  which  he  had  fourteen  miles  to  walk,  and  by 
ministenug  ou  every  other  day  of  the  week  to  the  patients  at  a 
hospital. 

Accordingly,  in  the  year  1T88,  he  sat  him  down  to  the  composi- 
iion  of  hiE  weekly  commentaries.   The  world  had  cordially  wuluomad 
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tlio  first  fifteen  nambors,  wlion  the  crafty  bibliopole  annminced 
that  the  work  must  be  abaudonetl,  unless  the  author  couM  bnrrow 
fVom  hia  frienda,  and  transfer  to  him,  the  sum  of  £500.  Tliese  hartl 
t^rms  having  l^eRn  complied  with,  the  book  was  6nished  iu  174 
numbers,  for  which  the  commentator  received  164  guineas.  Then 
the  bookseller  became  bankrupt,  leaving  poor  Scott  to  re[>ay  the 
money  he  had  borrowed  for  his  use.  A  second  bookacller  pur- 
chased the  stock  of  the  insolvent,  reprinted  a  large  part  of  it,  but 
refused  to  account  for  a  shilling  of  the  profits.  Bescucd  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery  from  the  grasp  of  this  pirate,  Soott  next  braved, 
the  perils  of  becoming  hia  own  bookseller,  and,  after  printing  two 
editions  of  five  quarto  volumes,  and  "scarcely  clwiring  more  than 
the  prime  cost,"  surrendered  himself  to  fate  and  Patenioater  Eow, 
and  sold  the  copyright.  At  this  passage  of  the  tn^;pdy  the  stage 
ia  darkened  by  the  ro-appearanco  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  at  one 
tinift  fulminating  iiyunctiona,  at  another  recalling  his  own  thunder- 
bolts in  a  manner  altogether  terrific  and  inexplicable.  At  length 
we  reach  the  catastrophe  It  presents  to  us  Thomas  Scott,  under 
the  accumulate<d  bunleno  of  sixty-seven  yeais,  of  sicknesi^,  and  of 
poverty,  investigating  his  accounts,  and  ascertaining  that  £199,900. 
had  been  "  paid  in  his  lifetime  across  the  counter"  for  his  theological 
publications— that  ho  had  himself  derived  from  them  an  incomo  of 
a  little  more  than  £47  per  annum — that  they  had  involved  liim  iu 
a  debt  of  about  £1200 — and  that  all  his  worldly  wealth  conBist«(l 
of  a  warehouse  full  of  unsaleable  theology.  Agitated,  alarmed,  and 
distressed,  but  never  desponding,  he  at  length,  for  the  first  time, 
invokes  the  aid  nf  his  friends  and  fbnow-liibonrera,  among  whom 
the  lai^e-soulcd  Charles  Simeon  first  nuawors  the  appeal  with 
atfcptionato  greetings,  with  numerous  onicrs  for  his  books,  and  with 
a  remittance  of  £560  for  his  Tviiet  Others  rapidly  follow  this  gtiod 
example,  and  within  two  montlis  the  warehouse  is  emptied  of  its 
content.9,  and  the  great  commentator  £nda  himself  possessed  of  mure 
than  £2000.  With  his  debts  paid,  his  cares  dispersed,  his  heart 
warmed  to  his  brethren,  and  his  trust  in  God  justified,  the  curtain 
falls  on  the  bravo  old  man  applying  himsrilf  to  n  new  edition  of  his 
work,  and  toiling  with  all  the  vigour  of  youth  to  compile  a  new 
concordance,  by  which  he  hopes  to  emulate  and  to  supersede  the 
vast  compilation  of  Cniden. 

Sore  vexations  doubtless !  A  rebuke  not  altogether  nnmeritod, 
of  that  amifthlo  inoonsistenny  which,  while  in  deference  to  a  "to- 
morseless  logic"  it  depicted  in  the  darkest  colours  the  utter  de- 
pravity of  the  whole  race  of  man,  cnuld  see  in  each  individual  of  it 
nothing  but  truth,  honour,  and  integrity  peisonified  I    But  what, 
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ftflrr  nil.  TTPiv  flU(;h  vorations  to  Thomas  Rcott?  Of  what  aocount 
were  swiudlcr^,  bhmilerers,  and  RuiU  in  Chancery  to  him,  or  what 
cored  lie  fven  for  sicknew,  poniuy,  and  distress?  The  Toliime  for 
the  elucidation  of  which  he  lived  hail  imparted  to  him  that  aelf- 
sovftToigiity  which  the  Porch  w)  vainly  protnised.  Animated  by 
one  changeless  purpose.^Ie voted  to  one  inexhaustible  task,  nt 
undfrtakeii  hut  to  bo  linislu-d,  never  finished  but  to  be  resumed, 
po\'erii(Hl  by  a  creed  lt»  which,  in  eaich  succeedinj;  year,  he  elun^ 
more  firmly. — rejoiciiiK  in  the  tmnquil  assurance,  that  by  a  divine 
decree  eternal  happiness  was  his  indefeasible  inheritance, — blest 
■with  a  resoluteness  of  understanding  which  tumefl  aside  from  no 
difficulty,  and  with  a  mental  euei-py  which  trampled  down  the 
whole  brofid  of  doubU,  sophisms,  and  delusions, — and  sust^uned  by 
a  vijp^ur  of  body  wliich  liaRliid  all  fatipie  and  triumphed  over 
disensp, — on  be  went  iuterpi-eiing  the  wonl  of  hiB  God,  and  onwa! 
he  could  not  but  go,  though  *'  fractns  illabatur  orbia,"— thoujjh  pub- 
lishcts  should  cheat  and  chancellorii  rostraln  him, — though  asthma 
«hnuld  chohe,  and  fever  unner\'e  bun, — though  wjmt  should  hang 
on  him  heavily,  and  critica  censure,  anJ  congres»lion8  desert  hiiu, 
— and  though  Ihn  wife  of  his  Ikwoiu  should  be  taken  from  him.  Il 
nmttfired  not  These  thin^a  could  not  move  him,  nor  prevent  hi 
writing  and  enlarging,  and  yet  ajjain  enlarging,  his  CommentaryJ 
Tie  might  safely  liave  challenged  the  world  to  produce  a  more 
fortunate,  or  a  more  enviable  num. 

Enviable  for  many  reasons,  and  not  least  bo  (it  is  but  a  seemi 
rnntradiction),  becauae  he  bmuglit  to  his  taak  neither  the  intellect 
jiowers,  nor  the  inti^llectual  wealth,  whioh  we  are  most  accustomed 
to  ail  mire.  In  his  mentiU  e<:onumy,  imagination  existed  only  as  a 
negative  quantity,  and,  therefore,  invention,  pathos,  vehemence, 
aptlour.  and  all  the  other  fonns  of  eliK^uence,  were  foreign  alike  to 
his  pen  and  to  hia  lips.  Xo  exact  knowledge  of  Hebrew,  Greek,  or 
l^itin,  no  familiarity  with  the  literature  or  the  languages  of  modem 
Europe,  mi  patristic  or  medieval  learning,  no  skill  in  googisphy, 
ehmuology,  political  or  natund  historj-,  no  mastery  of  any  mural 
political  science,  and  no  penetrating  critical  acumen,  conducteil  h 
through  the  codes  or  the  annals  of  the  Hebrew  theocracy,  or 
Inminnted  his  ]talh  amidst  the  aphorisms,  the  prophecies,  or 
mythic  intimations  of  their  ina]ure<l  writers,  or  unnbled  him  to  tin- 
ravel  and  to  complete  tlie  elliptical  statements,  the  suggestiro 
reasoning,  and  the  obscure  allusions  wliich  more  or  loea  darken  all 
the  Apostolic  Scriptures,  and  especially  such  of  them  as  have  Wen 
thr*»wn  into  the  epistolnry  form. 

But  in  this  poverty  ho  found  hia  wealth,  and  illustriously  li 
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cat<>d,  in  his  own  person,  the  \ioV\  paradnr,  "  when  I  am  weak  then 
am  I  strong,"  He  proptiHerl  to  hiniBelf  a  canon  of  biblical  criticism 
more  perfect  than  any  which  had  been  followetl  liy  Orijfen,  Jerum<», 
Krasmua,  or  Beza.  Beljeving  God  to  bo  the  common  Father  of  "xia 
all,  and  the  Wurd  of  God  to  be  the  common  patrimony  of  all  Hia 
childnm.  ho  was  assured  that  the  real  meaning  of  it  mnst  have  been 
placeiJ  within  the  reach,  not  only  of  tlie  iHarriwl  fnvr,  but  also  of  the 
I  unlearnwl  many.  But  how  (he  inquirsd)  whoubl  tJiat  book,  which 
I  was  90  nften  foimd  by  the  wise  to  b«  Bcnled  and  infienitable,  be  thtia 
[intelligible  to  the  aimplel  He  returned  the  answer  to  his  own  \u 
quirr.  God  is  truth,  and  Hw  word  is  truth,  and  all  tnilli  must 
.bo  consistent  with  ittwlf.  He,  tlietefore,  wlio  shall  diligently, 
humbly,  and  devoutly  collat*  every  |wwiKo  of  the  divine  oracles 
with  the  re.st,  will  |H)ssew(  himself  of  the  key  to  that  inexlmustiblo 
treasury,  and,  in  proportion  to  the  constancy  ^vith  which  he  ahall 
repeat  this  process,  will  tho  clearer  pagea  of  the  Bible  iUirniinate  for 
him  those  which  are  more  obscure,  until  a  rellected  and  continually 
expanding  light  shall-bave  shod  it«  beams  over  the  whole  of  the  in- 
spired canon, 

Mr  .Seott^s  elTorts  to  elucidate  the  sacred  t«xt  by  the  juxtaposition 
and  comparison  of  the  various  parte  of  it  with  each  other,  were  such 
that  ft  review  of  them  mu.«)t  atfoct  any  ordinary  fttudent  with  shamo 
and  admiration.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  count,  and  it  is  vain  to 
conjecture,  tho  number  of  the  illuatrations  of  the  sense  of  scriptural 
words  and  phraaea  with  which  thin  method  funiiglied  Idni.  The 
laboLtr  expended  in  collecting,  verifying,  and  amingiug  them  all, 
must  have  oppressed  any  mind  of  less  than  herculwm  vigour.  Yet 
this  was  but  one,  and  not  the  mo«t  arduous,  of  tho  many  employ- 
ments to  which  he  devoted  the  scanty  k-iatiro  allowed  to  him  by 
tlie  daily  and  severe  pressure  of  his  pastoiul  and  domestic  duties. 
That  leisure  was  chiefly  dedicated  to  the  exposition  of  the  truths, 
and  to  the  enforeement  of  the  practical  lessons,  which  he  bad  ex- 
tmcted  from  tho  inspired  writings  by  hia  indefatigable  collation  of 
every  part  of  them. 

Thi-y  who  shall  judge  Mr  Scott's  Commentary  on  the  Bible  as  a 
irork  of  art.  or  by  those  rules  wliich  literar>'  artists  inculcato  and 
observe,  will  not  pronounce  a  favourable,  and  hardly  a  tolerant,  de- 
cision. He  oft*n  wrote  with  a  hante  fatal  at  once  to  tlie  maturity 
and  to  the  methodical  arrangement  of  hia  thoughts.  "  I  haw 
actually  known  him  "  (says  his  son),  "with  great  difficulty  aud  suf- 
fering, prepare  as  much  copy  as  ho  thought  would  complete  the  cur- 
rent number,  then,  when  ho  had  retired  to  bed  and  taken  an  emetic, 
called  up  again  to  funuah  more ;  what  he  had  provided  being  in- 
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Buffioicnt  for  his  purposo."  It  is  not  ponDitted  to  any  human  being 
tu  givB  birlli  to  any  umuUil  olTsptiug  afU'i  tso  tiliurt  a  gt^jlation,  wIUi- 
ou,t  coneigniug  it  to  on  existence  whioh  must  long  b«  precarious, 
even  though  it  be  evoutually  protmctod  by  ih&  vigour  of  we  uatuiol 
constitution. 

From  tko  same  biographer  wo  Icam  that  Mr  Scott  "iras  com- 
pelleJ,  in  the  first  instance,"  "  to  give  the  result  of  his  own  reflec- 
tions alinoBt  alone,  there  being  little  time  to  codsuU,  much  less  t<^ 
tranacribo,  from  other  authors."      This  exelusive  reliance  on 
own  resources  brought  with  it  the  inevitable  results  of  want  of' 
method,  of  tautology,  and  of  a  sameness  in  the  atuple  of  thought,  at- 
testing the  common  origin  of  all  Iho  successive  pages,    Thus  te 
ne83  became  the  bejit'tting  »m,  not  only  of  the  entire  work,  but 
almost  every  part  and  member  of  it     The  unbroken  monotony  i 
the  style,  and  the  lo^'noss  of  that  uniform  level,  is  maintainodl 
throughout  six  quarto  volumes,  vn\h  scarcely  one  passing  altumpt 
to  bestow  on  any  single  passage  any  of  the  warmth,  the  vivacity,  or 
the  other  embelliblimeuU  which  habit  has  rendered  so  ftrniilinr  tdl 
US  all,  as  to  have  almost  elevated  them  to  the  class  of  necessariea.  ^ 
Dulneas  is  the  one  unpardonable  crime  of  authorship.     Nor  can  the 
most  zealous  of  Mr  Scott's  admirers  deny  that  his  pen  lias  much  to  i 
answer  for  on  that  score.     Uonce  it  has  come  to  pass  that  this  vasfej 
biblical  Thesaurus,  though  the  greatest  theological  performance  of 
our  age  and  country,  has  never  enjoyrd,  and  can  never  attain,  popu- 
larity, excepting  with  tho^e  who  consul  and  study  it  in  the  eam«^ 
grave,  devout^  and  practical  spirit  in  which  it  was  writt<!n.     In  pro-1 
portion  as  that  sacred  harmony  exists  between  the  commentator  and 
his  readers,  is  the  reverence  and  the  attachment  with  which  tliey 
follow  his  guidacce  ;  nor  wo\ild  it  Ijc  easy  to  form  for  any  student 
of  the  Bible,  a  better  wish,  than  that  he  might  drink  so  deeply  of 
Mr  Scott's  spirit,  aa  to  lose  the  power  of  perceiving  his  defooto,  audi 
the  disposition  to  censure  them. 

Any  such  censure  would^  indeed,  bo  most  unreasonable,  if  not] 
qualUied  by  a  cordial  acknowledgment  of  the  merits  of  that  most 
elaborate  commentary.  The  style  if  heavy  is  at  least  plain,  clear, 
and  unambitious.  If  there  is  not  in  those  six  volumes  a  solitary 
sentence  which  could  be  quoted  as  an  example  of  pathetic,  fervent^  ] 
or  fohcitous  composition,  it  Is  equally  truo  that  they  might  be 
searchwl  in  vain  for  a  sentence  put  together  for  effect,  or  merely 
interstitial  and  unmeaning.  They  are  not  only  replete  with  thought, 
but  with  a  greater  amount  of  solid  and  indigenous  thought  titan 
pcrhai*  ony  other  man  ever  accumulated  in  the  solitory  and  unaided 
exorciae  of  his  own  powers  of  meditation.     There  thuy  stand,  and 
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shall  stand  for  generations  yet  to  come,  tlioso  bulky  tnnics  t  a  hugo 
Cyclopean  mass,  defying  alike  tho  laws  of  architecture  and  the 
tooth  of  time  j  a  vast  artificia)  quarry,  injm  which  inferior  buUdi,T5 
may  be  supplierl  «rith  inatcriaU.ali-caily  wrought  and  shapml  for 
their  pnny  edificea ;  a  capacious  tank,  irrigating  tho  whole  thirsty 
Deighbourhood.  True,  they  are  emhelliahed  by  no  delicate  work- 
ansliip  or  superfluous  omnment,  and  have  nothing  to  satisfy  a 
"^refined  and  elegant  ta»te.  But  let  the  neader  of  them  believe,  us 
the  writer  of  tbom  beliovod,  tliat  tluj  words  on  which  he  coniniPiited 
were,  in  the  exact  and  literal  sense,  the  very  words  of  God  htmsolf 
- — that  tlxey  form  tho  voice,  and  the  only  voice,  by  whicli  the  ailence 
between  Hcav{!n  and  earth  has  over  been  bniken — that  they  contain 
the  hiat^-ry  which  alone  disolotses  tlie  awful  origin  of  our  race,  and 
the  sinj^h;  prophecy  which  reveals  our  still  iiioro  owfnl  dcstiuy,  and 
the  iraimit'ibln  law  of  our  hidden,  ra  well  aa  of  onr  exi-nmal  life,  and 
the  great  charter  of  our  salvation  ; — let  tho  reader  implore,  as  his 
teacher  himself  implored,  tho  illumination  of  every  chamber  of  his 
sold  by  nys  of  light,  diverging  trom  every  page  of  ihat  holy  volume  ; 
— Jet  him  bbour,  as  his  teacher  labourc<i,  to  penetrato  to  the  deep- 
est and  the  richest  on^  dcjiLmiled  in  those  iiiexlmusLihle  mines  of 
wisdom, — and  then  he  will  perceive  and  feel  that  lliomas  Scott, 
the  comparatively  unleanuid,  the  positively  unskilful,  and  tho  su- 
perlatively uiuunusing  commentator,  luw  descendud  furllier  into  tho 
meaning  of  the  sacred  oracles,  and  has  been  baptized  more  copiously 
into  their  spirit,  than  the  motit  animated  and  ingenious  and  acooui- 
plifihed  of  hi>i  rompntitora. 

Tliis  siituratioii  of  the  comment  "by  the  spirit  of  the  text  is  the 
true  and  ehanicteristic  merit  of  Xfr  Scott's  exftjma.  Kxcept  by 
having  tho  Bible  by  heart,  or  in  tho  heart,  it  would  bo  impossible 
for  any  uninspired  man  to  take  a  view  so  wide  in  its  range,  and  so 
boundless  in  iU  variety,  of  the  position  of  the  people  of  Christ,  as 
betrayftl  by  a  corrupt  nature,  environed  by  temptations,  beset  by 
dangers,  deluded  by  self-deceits,  assailed  by  Iho  powera  of  dark- 
ness, and,  in  tho  midst  of  all  the  affections  and  employments,  the 
joys  and  tho  sorrows  of  life,  continually  summoned  to  exorcises  of 
duty  and  of  self  control     No  man,  imlesa  so  qualified,  could  have 

£roduccd  so  comprohonsive  a  development  ol"  the  relations  between 
leity.  contemplated  in  a  unity  of  essence  and  a  trinity  of  persons, 
and  man,  contemplaterl  aa  the  object  of  Hia  creative,  redeeming, 
land  sanctifying  energy ;  or  of  the  ruktions  subsisting  between 
Idifferent  meb,  contemplated  as  members  of  one  spiritual  body ;  or 
"^  the  claims,  tho  obligations,  and  the  privileges  xesultiiig  from  all 
Ixoee  xelatioua  at  once  so  awful,  so  mysterious,  and  so  inextricably 
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complicated  with  each  other.  Without  the  use  of  scientific  form- 
lUaries,  he  has  thus  brought  together  a  complete  body  of  dirimty. 
Without  aspiring  to  ln<Tical  (^xacrtm^^aa,  he  has  compilt^  a  complet*! 
sptem  of  ethics.  Without  atfv;rting  the  character  of  a  philosopher,  - 
ho  has  solved  most  of  the  familiar,  and  some  of  the  more  recondite^ 
pinlilems  of  moral,  social,  and  political  ptiiioRophy.  Uis  great 
dilficulty  was,  tmd  wouderfiil  are  the  efforts  with  which  he  en- 
tiuunteied  it,  to  revolve  through  every  part  of  this  mighty  orbit  with 
an  eye  at  once  steadfastly  compassing  the  whole,  keeping  in  view 
the  connection  of  the  several  parte,  and  surveying  each  in  ite  do* 
subordination  to  the  rest 

The  biblical  spirit  of  Mr  Scott's  mind  placed  him  at  the  distonoa  j 
of  the  poles  from  the  neolo<;i»U  of  a  later  day.  He  accepted  every' 
word  of  either  Testament  with  the  same  proetrate  reverence  of  aoiu 
with  which  the  author  of  the  Apocalypse  bowed  himadf  down  when 
*'he  heard  the  voice  sa^'ing  to  him,  'Come  up  hither,  and  I  will 
show  thee  things  which  raust  be  hereafter.' "  The  doctore  of 
Germany,  and  those  other  doctore  by  wlwni  Oxford  is  now  replacing 
her  AiigloCatholic  professors  of  divinity,  must  of  course  look  dowra 
from  their  cloudy  tabernacles  with  pity,  if  not  with  contempt,  on 
Tliomas  Scott,  as  he  submissively  plods  his  way  along  the  aneient 
paths  with  an  xinhesitating  belief  in  the  literal  and  plenary  inspira*  ] 
lion  of  every  word  of  each  of  the  sixty -six  books,,  which  collectively 
we  call  the  Bible.  His  great  work  will,  indeed,  be  consigned  ty 
such  critics  to  the  Umbo  of  empty  toils,  and  ponderous  vanitiea. 
But  in  bar  of  that  judgment  his  advocates  will  plead  that  the  Bible. 
OR  expntmdcd  by  the  all-ljelieving  Thomas  ScoU,  left  on  his  heart 
and  life  a  more  vivid  image  of  Him  who  is  the  alpha  and  the  omc^ 
of  those  sacred  writings,  than  waa  over  impressed  on  any  half- 
believing,  half-rejecting  interpreter,  who  has  pyrrhonised  them  into 
a  series  of  myths— that  the  disciples  of  Scott  have  borne  the  same 
similitude  more  vividly  than  any  who  have  aat  at  the  feet  of  our 
neologian  Gamaliels — and  that  no  ordinary  presumption  ariscB  in 
favour  of  the  superiority  of  that  spiritual  culture  which  has  thus 
yielded  fmita  of  so  much  greater  excellence. 

Mr  Scott  did  not  live  to  hnish  his  Concordance,  though  he  pub- 
lished many  other  hooka  They  consisted  chiefly  of  sennona  or  of 
homiletical  essays,  designed  to  guide  the  conscience  and  the  con- 
duct, and  to  regulate  the  aifoctions,  of  those  who,  with  or  without 
reason,  call  and  profess  themselves  Cluistians.  These  pablications 
might  P&8S  for  so  many  fragments  accidentally  broken  off  from  the 
author^s  great  work,  for  they  have  the  same  general  character.  But 
in  his  later  yeacs  he  changed  his  theological  pursuits  and  style,  and 
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enteil  himself  to  the  world  as  a  controversiolUt  ftnd  an  eccte- 
1  liutoriaii. 
His  antagonist  wna  I>r  Prottyraan  TomUne,  successively  tutor, 

rBecretary,  and  biographer  of  Wiliiaiu  Pitt,  Bishop  of  lincoln,  and 
Bishop  of  Winuhe^ter — a  studious,  painstaking  man,  the  spoilt 
child  of  fortune,  who  bestowed  un  him  borm<!less  weolUi  and 
dignity ;  but  lees  favoured  by  nature,  who  refueed  him  the  eminence 
to  which  ho  aspii'ed  in  letters  and  theology.  The  mitre  of  Wyke- 
ham  and  of  jVudrews  could  not  rescue  him  from  a  wearisome, 
lethargic  mediocrity.  As  £ar  as  his  acceptance  at  the  t^'mple  of 
fame  18  concerned,  arrogimce,  impertinence,  blundering,  or  bercBy, 
would  liave  been  more  venial  faults. 

After  long  research,  the  bishop  liad  cominced  himself,  and  undei^ 
took  to  convince  the  world,  that  the  doctrines  of  election,  predes- 
tination, and  tinal  perseverance,  with  othor  cognate  tenets,  com- 
posing, collectively,  the  Calvinistic  system,  wore  novelties  of  the 
Church  of  Geneva,  and  were  not  to  be  found  eit)ier  in  Holy  Writ, 
or  in  th?  works  of  any  of  the  Fathers,  or  iJoctorg  of  the  Church, 
Iwfore  John  Calvin.  To  this  episcopal  ''refutation  of  Calvinism" 
Mr  Scott  opposed  two  octavo  volumes  of  "  Kemarks,"  in  which  the 
speculations  and  the  narrative  of  the  prelate  are  encountered  front 
to  front,  as  subversive  not  oiUy  cf  the  institutes  of  the  Swiss  re- 
former, but  of  the  fuunilatious  of  the  Christian  faith.  !Xo  final 
adjustment  of  this  high  debate  lb  ever  to  be  expected  ;  uor  is  there 
the  reasonable  prospect  even  of  an  approach  to  such  an  adjustment, 
until  it  shall  be  transferred  from  the  held  of  divinity  to  the  more 
appropriate  arena  of  moral  pbilusophy.  The  inspired  writers  teach 
monds,  not  moral  science.  They  proceed  on  popular  assumptions, 
and  make  an  onreslraijied  u^e  of  popular  language.  They  keep 
as  far  aloof  from  ontology  and  paycholug)'  as  from  astronomy 
and  optics.  Their  object  is  oidy  to  purify  and  to  save  the  bouL 
The  meaner  ofiice  of  explaining  the   secrets  of  nature,  material 

kor  imjuateriol,  they  abandon  to  the  schools.      A  maii  may  be  a 

[perfect  textuary,  tJiough  altogetiier  destitute  of  physics  or  meU^ 

[  physics 

lleedleas,  therefore,  of  the  discord  of  the  pulpita,  ve  may  with 

^foasonable  safety  acquiesce  in  the  prevaiUng  opinion  of  the  philoso- 
phers, that  a  subordinate  intelligence  may,  within  the  limit  of  its 
powers,  exepcieo  a  will  perftM-tly  free,  of  which  nevertheless  every 
movement  may,  with  infallible  accuracy,  have  been  foreseen  by 
another  and  superior  intelligence.  When  the  mother  raises  her 
infant  to  her  bosom,  or  when  the  guide  conducts  the  camvan  to  the 
fduntains  in  the  dusurtj  tliey  both,  with  unerring  certainty,  foresee 


THE   "WAlTOEtlCAt"   SnCClMTOlf. 

(that  is,  predoBtiuato)  that  thu  mfunt,  or  tho  pilgrims,  will  fortbwitli 
slake  tbeir  thii^t,  the  free  will  of  either  btiiitg  in  each  Ciuie  the  in- 
strument l)y  which  tliat  foresight  or  preile«tiuation  is  veritied.  But 
if  we  8nppoi>Q  a  cose  in  which  tho  diitpanty  of  intellect  is  not  finite, 
but  infliiite,  th(j  prescience  of  such  a.  superior  as  to  the  use  which, 
in  any  given  circumstances,  such  on  inferior  will  make  of  his  free 
will,  must  also  he  inlimt«.  The  rejection  of  the  mother,  or  of  the 
guide,  and  the  intuitions  of  the  Omniscient,  alike  accomplish  their 
purposes,  and  aliko  fulfil  their  prcch:.stinatious,  through  the  agency 
of  the  volitions  of  tho  olijecta  of  iheir  care.  In  a  world  whi^re  tho 
whoio  systom  of  life  is  carried  on  by  means  of  such  fort'sif^'bts,  it 
ttiB  strange  that  we  should  be  perplexed  with  the  inquiry, 
'hetber  a  similar  dominion  can  be  oxerciised  over  us  by  Iha 
prescience  of  our  Supreme  Ruler,  compatibly  with  our  posseeaion  of 
a  choice  in  the  dilemmas  to  which  we  are  continually  reduced.  The 
debate  regarding  predestination,  woold  indeed  have  assumed  for  less 
importance  in  the  minds  of  tho  disputants  themsalves,  had  it  not 
been  fur  its  inevitable  coiuiection  with  the  far  moru  arduous  debate 
how  to  reconcile  the  iJirine  perfections  with  the  existence  of  sin 
and  sorrow  within  any  province  of  the  Divine  empure.  The  com- 
pleLo  soiutioD  of  that  inquiry  is  fnr  some  better  and  holier  state 
than  ours,  in  which  lot  us  hope  that  the  bishop  and  his  antagonist 
have  long  since  met  to  discover  and  to  ailore  it. 

Mr  Scott's  historical  labours  are  corapriwd  in  a  brief  account  of 
the  acts  of  the  Synod  of  I>ort,  in  which  be  undertook  to  correct  the 
errors  into  which  Bishop  Tondine  had  fallen,  by  relying  on  Uey- 
lin's  abriiJginent  of  tbom  instead  of  consulting  the  originals.  To 
this  defence  of  the  Protestant  divines  of  tho  seventeenth  century,  he 
(ubU'd  a  confeeaiou  of  his  own  faitli  on  the  much-agitated  questioua 
of  the  terms  of  religious  communii^n,  of  religious  liberty,  and  of 
toleration.  Ho  taught  that  tlio  rfmoval  of  tho  disabilities  atfecting 
tho  Roman  Catholics,  would  bo  not  only  a  great  political  blunder, 
but  a  grievous  sin  ;  and  while  he  attacked  Judaism  in  the  writings 
of  a  certain  Kabbi  Crool,  he  defended  Christianity  against  the  for 
more  celebrated  Thomas  Paine.  UkQ  most  other  voluminoos 
authors,  ho  also  dallied  with  many  subjects  on  which  it  was  not 
poniiitlod  to  him  to  enter ;  such,  for  example,  as  prophecy,  and  the 
Christian  ministry.  But  no  man  could  better  aJBFoid  such  disap- 
pointments. His  Comnientary  survives  him,  the  enduring  monu- 
ment to  his  name,  or  rather  (for  such  was  his  own  view  of  it)  fr 
monument  which  he  was  graciouely  permitted  to  erect,  to  the  edifi- 
cation of  the  Church,  and  to  the  glory  of  her  great  Head,  in  every 
xegiaa  of  the  world  in  which  th^  Word  of  God  is  now  studied  by 
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or  their  descendants,  or  shall  hese&f^r  be  pioclaimed 
f  mother  tongue. 

The  inscription  on  the  tomb  of  Pope  Gregory  the  Great,  *'  Im- 
plebatque  actu  quicquid  sennone  doccbat^"  proves,  if  it  be  true,  that 
Ithe  great  lioman  Catholic  Saint  never  taught,  for  it  is  certain  that 
ae  never  fuliilled,  the  most  important  of  all  human  duties — those  of 
arental  and  of  conju^jal  love.  But  the  virtues  i>f  Thumas  Scott 
I  exhibited  in  all  the  domestic  relations,  as  his  teaching  extended 
I  them  &U.  He  was  an  illmtrions  exiuuplo  of  the  groat  truth  that 
the  sublimeat  heights  of  Christian  perfection  are  best  scaled  by 
fieoending  throui^h  the  deepest  and  ptin^st  of  our  earthly  affections 
to  the  love  of  Gwl  himself ;  and  that  he  m-Iio  turns  aside  from  the 
lower,  will  scarcely  ever  rise  to  the  more  elevated,  of  the  two 
"  kindred  points  of  heaven  and  home." 

Yet  Scott  did  not  seem,  on  u  casual  acquaintance,  well  suited  foi 
the  interchange  of  the  kindly  offices  of  domestic  life.  His  appear- 
ance was  harsh  and  unin^'iting,  his  features  coarse,  his  eye  lacking 
losfcre,  his  gait  uncouth,  his  voice  asthmatic  and  dissonant^  and  his 
manner  absent  and  inattentive,  like  that  of  a  student  who  hod  beeu 
dragged  by  violunce  from  his  mute  Qsaociatea  into  a  reluctant  inter- 
course with  hia  fellow-men.  Nor  can  it  be  denied  that  liis  natural 
tomjK'T  WAS  characterised  by  asperi^  nnd  arrogance.  In  his  pulpit 
he  too  often  seemed  to  scold,  and  in  society  to  dogmatise.  But 
beneath  this  rough  surface  the  scods  of  cvoiy  Christian  grace  were 
constantly  germinating,  and  their  energy  became  more  and  more 
proliilc  as  the  time  drew  near  when  they  were  to  be  transplanted 
into  the  paradise  of  God,  there  to  bloom  in  perennial  beauty. 

Mr  Scott  was  an  unpopular,  and,  on  tlie  whole,  an  unsuccessful, 
preacher.  Ho  trusted  to  one  hour's  peripnU:tic  musing  for  the 
preparation  of  his  fsermons,  and  to  the  impulse  of  the  moment  for 
the  composition  of  them — errors  so  glaring,  as  to  derive  no  justifi- 
cation, and  scarcely  any  apology,  from  any  fulness  of  mind  or 
powers  of  eloquence.  But  to  eloquence,  in  any  of  the  senses  of  the 
word,  ho  hod  not  the  most  remote  claim.  Ho  found  in  his  Bible 
declarations  of  the  efficacy  of  preaching,  and,  in  reliance  on  them, 
he  persevered  from  youth  to  old  age  in  delivering  seldom  less  tlum 
three,  and  usually  four,  diaynirses  on  each  Sunday,  neither  deterred 
by  hostile  criticism — nor  disgusted  by  the  frivolity  of  the  fashion- 
able triflers  whose  nerves  be  had  offendod — nor  damped  by  the  per- 
versity of  some  of  his  hearers,  or  by  the  scandalous  disgrace  of 
oiiicrB — nor  diBhcartcncd  by  the  gradual  decline  of  his  congregatioa 
— nor  disj)irit«d  by  finding  liimself  at  last  the  pastor  of  one  of  the 
most  wretched  of  country  villages,  inhabited  by  persons  little  raised 
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abore  pauperism,  anrl  not  exceeding  seventy  in  nmnbor.  And  this 
heroicai  contideuco  was  vindicated  by  the  event  Hia  pwiochinsr, 
indwHl,  liad  no  power  over  the  multitudtf  ;  but  tbere  was  u  Uttlo 
company*  some  of  whom  always  sat  reverently  at  bia  feet,  to  gather 
the  rich  oi-c  of  acriptiirnl  uiadom  and  pfinderovis  sense,  to  which  they 
afterwards  imparted  more  allTnctive  fonus,  and  so  gave  it  circnlation 
amongst  auditors  mora  fastidious  than  thomsclvoEt,  though  Less  dis- 
ceniing. 

Mr  Scott  was  not  natnrally  a  aocial  man.  His  tahle-talk  wa 
exhilarating  neither  to  himself  nor  to  others,  although  tlio  vigour  of 
his  niiud  would  now  and  then  break  out  into  a  proverbial  terectiesa 
of  phrase,  and  a  homely  quaintiieas  of  illustmtion,  which  had  some- 
thing of  the  character,  and  of  the  etfect,  of  humour.  His  colloquial^ 
fame  must  rest  on  a  very  dilTt'renl  ground.  Thoiy)  with  whom  b4 
lived  were,  in  his  eyes,  the  joint-heirs  with  himself  of  the  samel 
eternal  inheritance,  and  his  asBociates  in  the  same  arduous  probation. 
Hb  therefore  puui-od  himself  out  in  a  discourae  wluch,  though 
thoughtful  and  profoundly  serious,  was  kind  and  affectionate,  gi^'ing 
Msuruioe  of  the  depth  from  which  it  sprang  by  the  height  at  whieh 
it  aimed.  "NVe  have  no  right  to  expect  a  playful,  an  amusing,  or  a 
tender  companion  in  a  guardian  appointed  to  minister  to  us  frail 
moitals  in  our  conflictewith  tempttitiou  aud  son'ow.  A  couipasesiou- 
ate  and  watohful  kindness  satisfies  the  duties  of  such  a  relation,  and 
in  such  kindness  Mr  Scott  was  never  wanting. 

He  was  a  poor,  and  even  a  necessitous  man.  His  annual  income, 
professional  and  literary,  seldom  approached  £200,  and  iiBually 
amounted  to  but  half  that  sum.  But  the  great  interpreter  of  Uoly 
ScripttUG  was  rich  in  his  knowledge  of  the  full  meaning  of  the 
promise  which  he  found  there — *'  Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  his  righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you  ;** 
and  therefore  he  dared  to  cast  himself  and  his  family  on  the  Divine 
fidelity,  rejecting  preferment  which  his  conscience  forbade  him  to 
accept,  and  never  swen-ing  from  any  principle  in  order  to  propitiate 
1^  CAvour,  or  to  avert  the  displeasure,  of  the  dispensers  of  popu- 
larity and  patronaga  lie  lived  in  severe  fiiignlity,  in  brave  inde- 
pendBUce,  and  in  a  seU'-ilenying  charity  to  those  who  were  stiU 
poover  than  himself.  AVhen  he  had  exhausted  all  other  means  of 
asejating  them,  he  Moii[)ed  (it  i^^  dilficult  to  suppose  a  more  painful 
cnndcacensiin)  to  convert  his  hou.oe  into  a  sort  of  public  kitchen, 
where  ho  and  his  distressed  noighbouni  could  partake  trtpi^ther  of  a 
ehoAp  diet,  purchased  at  their  joint  expense,  but  prepared  and  served 
at  tuB  own  cliarge,  seasoned  with  hi^  cordial  greeting,  and  animated 
by  Kis  win  and  gradons  conrereation. 
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Aionnd  that  humbls  board  were  gatli^rM  t1it«e  sons  and  on6 
datighter.  From  tlie  same  Divine  prouiise  he  ha»l  derived  the  hubitual 
ajisurance  (how  oi\[*ii  beyond  thn  rporh  of  the  nia<t  atHiU'nt  1)  that 
nothing  nec^saury  for  the  real  welfare  of  hie  chUdreu  should  bo  with- 
holdea  from  them.  A  whole  library  of  treatises  on  education  might 
be  studied  to  In^^  advantage  than  hie  briff  and  simple  account  of  the 
method  by  which  he  trained  ihem  up  to  Ireaid  in  liis  own  footsU^ps. 
In  hia  household,  punislinient,  ivhuke,  and  even  direct  admonition, 
were  almost  unknown.  His  cluldren  Ust<5ucd  fntni  day  to  duy  to 
prayers  oUbrfd  with  ueriousncss  and  ninglentiis  of  Iifail,  and  U>  con- 
versation whicli,  tlioiigh  not  apjuaivnily.  wnn  yet  studiously,  directed 
to  raise  their  miuda  to  the  compiv liriit^ion  and  the  lore  of  whatsooTer 
things  are  tme  and  honest,  just  and  pure,  lovely  and  of  good  report. 
From  day  to  day  the  tempers  and  the  habits  of  tlieir  porenia  bore  an 
irmeistible  teetimony  to  the  perfeut  sincerity  with  wliich  thoee 
pmyers  were  offered,  and  that  language  employed.  It  vraa  a  health- 
fill  moral  atmosphere  in  which  his  children  grew  up.  With  the  keen 
instinct  of  their  ago  they  watched  the  congruity  of  the  discourse  and 
the  conduct  of  their  teachers.  With  the  ductility  of  youth  they 
imitute^l  what  they  thus  perceived  to  be  the  gnnuine  rhamcter  nf 
their  parente ;  and  tlieir  earlieiit  thoughts  of  the  enjoyni<-ntd  and 
comforts  oflife  became  indestructibly  assoeiatfld  with  thcTemembranco 
of  the  integrity  of  those  through  whose  hands  those  biossings  were 
imparted  to  them. 

Thus,  rich  in  an  imperishable  faith  in  human  piety  an:1  virtue,  Mr 
Scott'g  sons  all  became  clergymen,  and  were  all  devoted  t*)  the 
diH'iision  of  the  doctrines  wliich  their  father  had  taught^  John 
Scott,  the  eldest  of  them,  published  a  biography  of  his  father.  It 
id  a  narrative  which  probably  no  human  being  ever  read  without 
•ume  saJuLaty  compunction.  It  is  no  monkish  legend  of  superstitious 
observances,  of  cruel  self-tormentings,  or  of  romantic  miracles.  It 
tells  of  no  prodigies  of  penitence,  nor  of  any  feats  of  pretcrnnttiral 
virtue.  It  shows  how  a  divino  and  undying  light,  tod  by  the  pure 
,  of  God,  and  nourished  by  constant  prayer  and  meditation,  may 

ae  into  the  heart,  and  illuminate  the  path,  and  gladden  the  humble 
,  the  happy  household,  of  one  of  those  to  whom  that  Wont 

liding  guide  and  comforter.     It  became  the  happy  duly  of  his 

Bonlo  commemorate  am!  to  give  to  the  world  ii  legend  of  one  saint 
at  least  worthy  of  that  awful  name^  and  to  show  with  what  force  of 
intellect,  what  candour  of  mind,  and  what  indefatigable  diligence,  he 
laboured  to  discover  the  whole  will  of  God  ; — with  what  >i  burning 
zeal,  and  yet  with  what  a  tranquil  energy,  he  8tr>ve  tn  fullil  it ; — 
how  acutely  he  felt  the  troabkfl  of  life,  and  how  bravely  he  euilured 
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tliem  ; — ^how  constantly  progreaaive,  and  at  length  how  perfect, 
his  victory  over  the  feults  and  infiniiities  of  his  nature ; — with  wha 
brotherly  kindness  ho  laboured  to  promote  the  host  interests  of  man 
kind ; — with  what  filial  affiance  he  committed  himself  to  the  gaidaDC«J 
of  his  heavenly  Father ; — how  ho  sanctified  all  the  homely  office 
all  the  dearest  relations,  and  all  the  arduous  duties  of  domeatic  life  ^ 
— how  profound,  and  yet  liow  simple,  was  the  unadorned  wisdom 
which  riowed  so  copiously  from  hie  ppn  and  from  his  lips  ; — howj 
unavertcd  and  how  confiding  was  the  gaze  which,  daring  fifty  suol 
cossive  years,  he  fixed  on  the  holy  life,  and  on  the  atoning  death* 
of  his  Sanour ; — and  how,  in  the  strength  of  a  living  union  with. 
Him,  he  fought  the  guod  light  uf  faith,  and  then  passed  throu 
the  <lark  Tivatera,  agitated  but  not  overwhelmed,  cast  down  but  do 
in  despair  ;  and  at  last  made  more  than  conqueror  in  the  etrength 
of  that  Diviua  Master,  tu  whom  his  Ufu  had  been  consecrated,  and 
to  whom  he  comBiitt«d  tus  departing  spirit  in  the  sure  and  certain 
hope  of  a  further  revelation  of  tho  Divine  Will,  transcending,  as 
the  eternal  Heavens  transcend  this  perishing  earth,  that  present 
revelation  of  it,  which  he  had  so  laboriously  studied  and  so  do- 
Toutly  loved. 

i3oott  was  not  the  only  eminent  theologian  whom  2^ewton  could 
claim  as  his  disciple  or  imitator.  The  work  which  occupied  the 
life,  and  signalised  the  name,  of  Joseph  Milner,  originated  in  thej 
example,  if  not  in  the  suggestions,  of  the  same  master.  Milner  wa 
the  elder  of  the  three  eons  of  a  wool-stapler  at  Leeds ;  but  wa 
educated  at  the  Univc»ity  of  Cambridge  at  tlie  expense  of  a  society 
insUtuted  for  the  assistance  of  young  students  of  remarkable  in- 
teUigenoe  and  piety.  Having  been  admitted  into  holy  onlers,  he 
becftme  one  of  thE^  ministers  of  the  High  Chun:h  at  }hil),  and 
master  of  the  endowed  grammar-school  at  that  town.  There  he 
won  for  liimself  a  permaueut  place  in  literature,  and  lel't  a  deep  im- 
prees  of  his  researches  and  opinions  on  the  minds  of  his  own,  and  of 
lat«r  generations. 

In  the  course  of  his  ministry  tho«e  opinions  nnderwent  a  chang 
which,  in  a  brief  memoir  prefixed  to  a  volume  of  his  posthumou 
sermons,  his  surviving  brother,  Isaac,  represented  as  railical  and^ 
entire.     It  was  a  change  which  would  be  described,  in  popular  lan- 
guage, as  a  passing  over  &om  the  ranks  of  "  the  orthodox"  to  tho 
of  "the  evangelical"   clergy.     For  these  conventional  terms  hi| 
biographer  endeavours  to  substitute  a  more  precise  definition  ; 
the  readeis  of  the  memoir  would  seem  with  one  voice  to  liave  i 
clared  their  inability  to  attach  any  definite  meaning  to  the  explana- 
tion.   The  attempt  was  renewed  still  mure  elaborately  in  the  aeccnd 
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edition,  but  witli  no  happier  result.  ITio  fiwt  was,  tliat  the  dis- 
tinrtion  which  Isaac  Milner  bo  LneQbctuall^  labuured  to  expruBti,  vraa, 
in  theor>'  at  least,  so  Bubtile  aiid  evanescent,  as  to  escape  the  bondage 
of  any  words  wliatever.  Neither  Crabbe,  the  synonymist,  nor  even 
Samuel  Johnson,  the  lexicographer,  could  have  dificriniinatcd  exactly 
between  the  senses  of  two  appcllatiooa,  so  cq^oiTocal  in  thomselvoe, 
80  tossed  about  by  party  spirit,  and  bo  continually  shifting  in  their 
use. 

The  knot  would  perhaps  have  been  best  cut,  by  defining  an 
orthodox  clergyman  as  one  who  held,  in  dull  and  barren  fonn^ty, 
the  very  same  doctrines  which  the  evangelical  clergyman  bold  in 
conlial  antl  prolific  ^-italily ;  or  by  saying,  that  they  differed  from 
each  other  as  solemn  IriilerB  differ  from  the  profoundly  serious.  It 
was  a  Bi)ecific,  not  a  generic  distinction.  It  resulted  from  no  assign- 
able diversity  in  the  elements  of  tlieir  re«peetive  creeds,  nor  from 
ftny  dissimilarity  in  the  manner  in  which,  in  either  class,  those 
elements  affected,  and  united  with,  each  other ;  but  in  the  degree  in 
which  they  were  combined  in  each  with  that  caloric — the  vital  heat 
of  the  soul  itself — which  quickens  into  animating  motives  the  other- 
wise inert  and  tfjrpid  mass  of  doctrinal  opinions. 

The  ftpinionfi  of  Joseph  Milner,  when  thus  vivified,  gave  birth  to 
his  *'  lUstoi-y  of  the  Church  of  Christ."  To  the  Roman  Catholic  in- 
quiry, *' \S^ere  was  your  religion  before  Luther  J"  no  very  satis- 
fact^>ry  answer  had  been  returned  by  Protesl&ut  divines.  Their 
countei^inquiry,  "  Where  was  your  face  before  you  washed  it  this 
morning  t"  was  but  a  bad  atgnment,  thrown  into  the  form  of  a  sorry 
jert.  if  the  hands  by  which  such  ablutions  be  performed  bo  rude 
and  violent,  tliey  may  so  waah  the  face  as  to  lacerate  the  epidermis  ; 
jnst  as  the  hanl  soouriug  of  some  ancient  vase  may  deHtn>y  incrust- 
ations coeval  with  the  work  itself  Unskilful  and  presumptuous 
hands  uuiy  tear  away  an  integral  part  of  what  they  desire  to  amend, 
by  mistaking  it  for  an  accidental  and  injurious  accessaiy ;  and  tnich 
is  the  error  or  the  offence  which  the  antagonists  of  Luther  ascribe  to 
him.  lliey  muintain  that  the  creeds  aud  observances  of  which  he 
despoiJe<l  the  Church,  belonged  to  the  remotest  ecclesiastical  anti- 
quity. They  call  ujwn  their  opponents  to  specify  the  time  anterior 
to  Luther,  when  she  appeared  among  men  without  Ihcni,  or  when 
she  was  iuvt-ated  with  those  ceremonies,  and  those  opimgns,  with. 
which  his  haiuls  arrayed  her.  They  insi-it  that,  during  a  period  of 
fiftwn  centuries,  the  Confe*3ion  of  Augsburg  and  the  Ritual  of  Geneva 
would  have  appeared  to  all  Cliristian  people  as  so  many  strange  in- 
novatiouH.  They  dwlare  that  at  every  successive  era  in  that  long 
lapse  of  ages,  the  Tridcntine  decrsee  would  have  sounded  in  Chiistiau 
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iaiv  Uiai  th«n  s^  ihenknt,  aa  iimiirtiMe  pw— ptioa  agnut  tfas 
ooe,  uid  in  fkvov  of  the  etimg. 

John  X«wtoa  imdeartook  to  lefiite  Umm  mntioai,  aad  iiie  t 
meot  tliafl  Ccraiuled  on  them.  In  hia  **  Obasmtiow  on  ^ 
Uiktoiy,"  he  attempted  to  txaoe  the  Lotbenn,  or  **  KTaagelical^ 
Q'vteiD,  from  the  apoctolic  timei,  until  it  faded  amj  befan 
grorwih  of  papa]  erron,  in  the  sixth  and  following  centoxiei.  It ' 
tb'!  deUhcratc  judgment  of  hit  friend  and  cdtic  William  Coirpcr, 
that  he  hod  proved  his  sapcriority*  in  some  of  tiw  eaaaitial  qnalitin 
of  an  hUtoriaOi  to  the  atithor  of  the  "  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Btioun 
'  Saipin."  The  world,  however,  did  not  alHnn  the  aentenoe  of  tkMij 
fpn(!t  With  far  greater  learning,  and  much  more  alnlity,  Jo 
Vlilner  deroted  all  the  leinure  of  hia  life,  nnd  all  the  reaontoea  of  1 
mtwl,  U>  the  accoroptiahment  of  Xewtou's  design.  He  pledged  I 
NeJf  to  dt^nonatratc  tliat,  from  the  days  of  Peter  and  of  Paul,  then 
hiul  ()r>j>n  an  tiiibrfk**!!  suri^easion  nf  Christian  t«flchpis  and  of 
Chrutttaii  inK\it:lir^n,  atnoD};  whom  the  eU'mAl  lire  of  gospel  truth  had 
iHimt  pun  and  unilefdi^l  l>y  the  fTDirs  whinh  were  abjured  in  the 
feixtfMrnth  century  by  the  hidf  of  Cliristendom. 

Milncr'H  qualiiications  for  this  enterprise  were,  a  respectable  pro- 
firioney  in  cliuiiiical  kiiuwlajge ;  a  far  wider  aci|uaint;itK«  with  the 
Gr^Mik  and  I^iitin  fathers  thui  was  usual  at  that  time  and  in 
CdUtttr)' ;  all  inflexible  rt^rd  for  truth ;  au  anient  attachment  to  I 
mumory  of  thutte  heroes  of  primitive  piety,  who  were  at  once  the' 
vritnoaaea  and  the  omomcnta  of  his  cause ;  and  the  command  of  a 
atyhs  natural  and  perspicuouat  and  glowing  ivith  a  devout  reverence 
fur  wlialt-vor  indicated  the  preaence  in  the  Church  of  her  Supreme 
HwmI,  rind  of  her  Holy  Paraclete.  He  lived  to  complete  the  gmter 
piirt  of  hU  plan,  but  left  hia  account  of  the  German  Keformation  to 
IX'  tini-«hpd  hy  hia  brother  Iwiac,  and  bequeathed  to  the  most  worthy, 
the  privilygy  uf  bringing  hia  historj-  to  an  end.  It  fell,  as  we  have 
W!D,  inUi  tliM  linnds  of  John,  the  son  of  Thomas  Scott. 

The  Cliurch  History  of  Jo«cph  Milnoi  is  one  of  those  books 
which  may  perish  with  some  revolution  of  the  moral  and  religious 
character  of  the  English  rooe,  but  hardly  otherwise.  For  in  a  tone 
and  manner  eminently  EngUah,  it  contains  the  only  extant  attempt 
to  deduce  theological  genealogy  of  tlie  Britiah  churchea  from  thoae 
of  which  the  Apontlea  were  the  immedinte  foxinders.  Our  national 
homage  for  antiquity,  and  for  remote  traditions,  constrain-i  us  all, 
ud  some  nf  lu  uith  imdiHguiaed  reluctance,  to  attach  a  high  Talne 
to  our  ocoleeiiwtii'jil  ancetstry,  and  to  our  inheritance,  through  them, 
of  our  ruli^ious  upiuiuua,     "  llie  Bible,  and  the  Bible  only,"  may 


be  our  rallying  cry;  but  the  '*quc»d  semper,  q«od  ubique,"  ^fec,  will 
never  lose  it«  bold  on  Englidh  imaj^natioiM,  or  on  En^rU&li  huarbs. 

Tl  appcara  to  bo  the  opinion  of  the  most  competent  judges,  that 
Alilner  was  unable  to  esUiblisli  Uio  theory  to  which  ho  vrns  pledged. 
Indeed  his  own  honeat  admidaiona  are  ecarcely  to  be  reconciled  with 
that  theory.  If  the  Epiatle  of"  St  Paul  to  the  Gaklians  was  really 
understood  by  TertuUian,  Cyprian,  Baail,  Chrysfoatom,  Jerome,  or 
by  eillier  Gregory,  a«  it  waa  understood  by  Martin  Luther,  it  will 
follow  that  our  Church  historian  was  either  most  unfortunate  in 
examining  their  wntingaf  or  most  injudioiouji  iu  reporting  what  he 
discovered  iu  theju.  AVhatever  may  be  the  truth,  or  whatever  the 
antiquity,  of  the  Lutheran  doctrine  of  justilituition,  Milner  has  not 
been  able  to  prtjve  that  it  held,  in  the  theological  system  of  those 
Fathers  of  the  Church,  the  ull- important  work,  ussigiiod  to  it  by  the 
great  Keformer,  or  by  the  iutompambly  greater  Apostle. 

That  thia  polar  atar  of  our  faith  uudenveut  a  protracted  and 
ahiiujit  B  ttital  otdipae,  ia  one  of  those  etranga  and  obBlimile  facta 
which  the  inquiries  of  Milncr  ascertained,  and  which  }m  intei^ty 
luu  virtiiidly  acknowledged.  The  explanation  uf  that  phenamenon 
we  suppose  to  be,  that  the  vital  energy  of  tliis  doctrine  has  ever 
consisted  rather  in  the  negation  of  error,  thau  in  the  aifirmation  of 
any  jnwitive  truth, — that,  with  the  reapptfarance  of  the  opposite 
delusion,  tlie  Pauline  and  Lutheran  doctrine  has  ever  reassertt^l  its 
dominion,— and  that  with  the  disappearance,  or  supposed  disappeai'- 
once,  of  that  hereby,  the  antagonist  doctrine  has  always  fiiUen  into 
comparative  disrtgiinL 

Thus,  llie  Jewi&h  people  assamed  that  the  Deity  considered  them 
alone  as  righteous  or  justified  persons,  and  that  He  looked  on  the 
reat  of  tlio  cliildnm  ol'  men  as  cursed  with  an  indelible  reprobation. 
In  defence  of  this  opinion  they  urged  that  Ahniluim,  their  great 
progenitt^'r,  had  transmitted  to  them  promisee,  and  that  Mosce,  theii 
great  legislator,  had  given  to  them  a  law,  from  the  benefits  and 
obligations  of  winch  the  rest  of  mankind  were  excluded  This 
exclusive  pririlcgi*  was  claimed,  on  the  same  grounds,  by  the  early 
Jewish  Christians,  except  that  they  acknowletlged  that  heathen 
converts  to  the  Gospel,  who  should  submit  to  the  law  of  Moses,  and 
conform  to  the  Mosaic  ritual,  might  aIbo  find  a  place  among  the 
xighteints  or  "justified."  To  refute  this  fatal  error,  St  Paul  taught 
negrtlively  that  no  man  c^uld  be  jnstified  by  tlie  works  of  the  law, 
and  attirmatively  that  men  could  hv!  justified  only  by  tlie  all-sancti- 
fying influence  of  faith, — that  is,  by  living  linbitually  in  that  state 
of  mind,  iu  wMch  the  remote  is  converted  into  the  present,  and  thd 
ujLKjen  into  ths  vi^iblb 
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"VTith  the  oveithrow  of  the  JoTrish  economy  came  the  diaippoar- 
anco  of  this  JuJaical  Ulusion.  The  apostolic  protests  agitinst  it 
having  accomplished  their  purpo8«.  ceasi'd  to  retain  ihtiir  orii,'iniU 
signilicunco  and  value.  The  doctors  of  the  Church  dismisse<l  from 
thuir  writings  and  ihvit  homilies,  what  they  n^ganled  ok  au  olxjulete 
warning  against  an  exploded  trror.  But  when  onore  kindn>d  to 
that  of  the  J  ewish  people  sprang  up  in  tho  Christian  Church,  the 
pruttistatioa  of  Paul  whs  also  revived  to  negative  and  to  combat 
them.  Hid  reasoning  with  the  Galatiaus  was  quoted  against  tbo^ 
corresponding  fiiUftcifs  of  their  own  timoa,  by  Augustine,  hy  the 
early  PauUcians,  by  tho  "VTaldenses,  by  Grossctete,  by  Wichffe,  by 
Husa,  and  by  Luther.  For,  in  tho  times  of  each  of  tliem,  tho  Deity 
was  again  represented  by  tho  priesthood,  and  was  again  regaided  by 
the  laity,  as  con t*'mi)la ting  the  whole  human  family  as  outcasts  from 
His  pnaonce,  with  tho  exception  of  those  only  who  were  rocipienta 
of  saceidotal  chrisms,  indulgences,  and  absolutions,  and  who  were 
observant  of  a  certain  discipline,  ritmilf  and  routine  of  external 
duties.  They,  and  they  only,  were,  according  to  this  creed,  esteemed 
by  their  Creator  as  righteous  or  "justified  "  persons.  The  lie  of  Lu- 
ther's day  was  but  the  revival,  in  another  form,  of  the  lie  of  tlie  day 
of  Paul  of  Tarsus,  and  Luther's  contradiction  to  it  was  the  distinct 
echo  of  tho  contTodiction  with  which  it  had  boon  met  by  the  groat 
Apostle.  Among  tlie  Fathers  of  the  first  three  centuries,  tho  same 
echo  was  raised  faintly  and  indistinctly,  imd  at  length  died  a^ray 
altogether,  because  in  those  centuries  the  lie  was  utiorvd  in  tones 
too  low  and  indistinct  to  wound  the  ears  of  the  guardiiuis  of  the 
faitli.  amidst  the  din  of  persRCutiona  from  \vithoiit,  and  of  other 
controvoKies  from  within.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  lutberof  lies 
and  his  children  will  always  labour  to  propagate  the  falsehood,  that 
the  l)ivine  favour  is  to  lie  won  by  burthenKume  ritee,  and  by  iM*rtata. 
external  and  visible  acta.  At  every  period,  the  ministers  of  truth 
must  therefore  denounce  tlie  fallacy,  as  Paul  and  as  Luther  denounced 
iL  The  absence  of  such  denunciations  in  tho  theological  writings 
of  any  age  will  prove,  not  that  the  champions  of  Truth  had  desert^ 
her  cause,  but  that  the  advocates  of  Krror  ha<l  desist^nl  from  ufr- 
serting  her  pretensions — not  that  the  doctrine  of  justification  by 
Jaith  bad  been  aliaridoneil  by  tho  holy  and  tho  wise,  hut  that  the 
doctrine  of  justiAcation  by  works  had  not  been  inculcated  hy  the 
carnal  and  the  foolish. 

Although  for  this  reason,  as  we  believe,  Milner  wan  unable  to  , 
discover  much  to  his  immediate  purpose  in  the  earlier  literature  of  i 
the  Church,  yet  his  diligonco  in  turning  up  that  long-uegle<;ted 
soil,  was  repaid  hy  an  abundant  har\'est. ,  Though  he  failed  to  dio- 
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cover  any  frequent  republication  of  the  apostolic  doctrine  rojipecting 
the  piacular  int^tlicacy  of  auy  outward  acta,  anil  rcspectiug  thu  saving 
efficacy  of  that  spiritual  state  which  ifi  deeignatc^l  by  tho  wortl  Faith, 
he  succeeded  in  traclog  the  deep  work-iuga  of  that  vital  enerey  in 
the  meditationfi,  in  tho  ^vriti^gB,  in  the  liveA,  and  in  the  deaths  of 
a  long  and  illustrious  lineage  in  which  the  niaiiyrs,  the  confesson, 
and  the  fatheni  of  antiquity  are  connected  by  an  unbroken  and  in* 
dissoluble  chain  with  the  reformers  and  the  niissioDaries  of  these 
later  ages.  He  ascertained  that  there  liad  been  a  conatant  aucceasioa 
of  holy  men,  who,  amidst  great  differences  of  judgment  and  still 
wider  diventities  of  language,  had  lived  and  di&d  in  tbe  power  of 
the  same  faith,  maintaining  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  tho  Irand  of 
peace.  He  showed  that  men  might  live  very  wisely  while  they 
reasoned  very  absurdly,— that  much  pmctieal  sanctity  was  consistent 
with  much  theoretical  error, — that  the  victims  of  many  strange  su- 
perstitions might  yet  have  within  them  the  living  fountains  of 
eternal  life, — and  that  to  a  head  impervious  to  a  syllogism,  might 
be  united  a  heart  penetrated  with  the  love  of  God  and  with  the 
love  of  man.  In  tho  Catholic  Church  ho  found  a.  place  for  not  a 
few  Roman  Catholics.  He  discerned  that  faith  in  Christ  had  been 
the  ruling  principle,  and  the  image  of  Christ  tbe  acquired  likeness, 
of  many,  whom  a  atomer  or  more  ignorant  judge  would  have  con- 
demned as  benighted  idolaters  or  bewildered  formalists, 

A  noble  enterprise  aud  an  invaluable  conclusion !  Thoxigh  Miluer 
has  been  surpassed  by  a  host  of  writers  in  explaining  the  relations 
of  the  Church  with  tho  world,  and  in  recoiling  the  occurrences 
which  atlranced  or  retarded  her  progress  to  worldly  domination, 
and  although  he  ia  but  an  infant  iu  the  grasp  of  his  great  German 
rivals  in  the  history  of  religions  opinions,  and  of  the  influence  of 
the  philosophical  sects  on  the  Church,  and  though  it  is  impossible 
to  assign  to  him  any  rank  at  all  as  a  philosophical,  luminous, 
graphic,  or  animated  liisturiau,  yet  this  praise  is  exclusively  his  own 
— be  gave  the  true  answer  to  tho  taunting  inquiry,  "  Where  was 
yoor  religion  before  Luther  1 "  He  demonstrated  that  it  dwelt,  if  not 
formally,  yet  substantially,  in  tbe  souls,  and  that  it  was  manifested, 
if  not  without  some  dross  of  human  infirmity,  yet  with  distinct- 
ness, in  the  lives,  of  a  long  succession  of  saints,  canonised  or  un- 
canonised,  reaching  backwards  from  the  sixteenth  to  the  first  century 
of  the  Christian  eta ;  each  of  whom,  could  he  have  seen  the  days  of 
the  monk  of  Wittemberg,  would  have  bailed  him  as  a  brother, 
would  have  joined  in  his  devotions,  would  have  sympathised  with 
his  hopes,  and  would  have  acknowledgeil  that  the  foundation  of 
their  and  of  his  ikith  was  the  same,  notwithstanding  the  seemmg 


4iS 


tHI   "iVANaELICAl*'  BncCEBMOir. 


inconsistency  of  tholr  creeds,  and  the  wide  diaaimilarity  of  their  re- 
spective ritiialu. 

If  that  poethnmoua  intercourse  Wween  the  ancient  and  the  mo- 
dem worthiee  of  the  Church  Catholic  eouJd  have  been  carried  on- 
ward from  Lnther  himself  to  his  followers  in  the  Anglican  Chnreh, 
the  mighty  deatl  would  have  greete<i  none  of  them  with  more  cor- 
diality than  Henry  Venn,  the  last  of  her  four  great  "EvangoUcjil" 
fathers.  Vast  as  is  the  interval,  which^  in  the  eetimate  of  the  world, 
must  ever  separate  heroical  from  other  men,  yet,  to  eyes  putge«l  and 
fltreng;htened  like  those  of  such  iniaf^nary  vifiitora  to  discern  in  the 
human  heart  those  dormant  germs  of  moral  grandeur,  which,  under 
the  gnninl  influence  of  meet  ocnaaion,  would  have  borne  luxuriant 
fruit,  he  would  have  appeared  as  belonging  potentially  to  that  nnlor 
of  mankind,  among  whom  the  highest  and  most  conspicnons  plac« 
belonged  acturtlly  to  Martin  Luther. 

AJl  the  paternal  ancestors  of  Henry  Venn,  from  the  Kefonnation 
to  his  own  birth,  in  the  reign  of  Georjie  TI.,  had  been  in  holy 
orders,  and  several  of  them  had  been  eminent  for  piety,  «enl,  or 
leominfj.  His  father,  Eichard,  was  nmiarkablo  for  his  successful 
opposition  to  the  appointment  to  the  see  of  Gloucester  of  Dr  Run- 
dle,  whose  theology  wns  so  lit»eral,  as  at  length  to  have  dissolved 
into  a  creed,  to  -which  any  man  might  assent,  who  did  not  dissent 
from  theism.  The  story  is  told  with  great  effect  in  Lord  HRr\*ey'» 
memoirs,  with  the  addition  that  Roiidle,  after  having  been  wjectod 
by  thn  Church  of  England,  was  thrust  by  Walpole  on  the  Church 
of  Ireland,  where,  of  course,  no  defender  of  the  faith  arose  to  dis- 
pute his  pretensions  to  the  mitre.  Henry,  the  son  of  Richard, 
adopting  the  hereditary  profession  of  his  family,  became  saccessively 
Vicar  of  Huddersfield.  in  Yorkshire,  and  Hector  of  Yelling,  a  small 
Tillage  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon.  Failing  health  compelled 
him  to  abandon  the  first  of  these  cures,  after  an  incumbenrry  of 
twelve  years,  and  the  second,  after  twenty  years'  continuance  in  it. 
He  died  in  the  year  1797,  beneath  the  roof  of  his  son,  John  Venn, 
who  having,  like  himself,  observed  the  law  of  bis  house,  wan  th«» 
in  the  poasession  of  the  rectory,  and  residing  at  the  parsonage  of 
Claplmm.  in  Surrey.  Faithful  to  the  example  of  hia  progenitora, 
and  therefore  sustaining  the  same  clerical  office,  Henry,  the  son  of 
John  Venn,  has  recently  published  a  brief  raemtiir  of  his  grand- 
father, a  collection  of  his  letters,  and  a  now  e<]ition  of  his  "Com- 
plete I)uty  of  Man,"  the  book  on  which  his  fame  as  an  author  «ud 
a  theologian  principally  depends.  His  celehrity  as  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel  Ksta  on  traditions  which  are  not  likely  soon  to  Am 
away ;  and  was  not  long  since  resting  on  the  personal  recollectinna 
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of  «ome  few  aged  men  and  women  in  Torltshire,  wboie  hearts  an<l 
lips  uTtirUowed  as  often  as  thay  could  find  any  one  to  lixten  to  their 
accounts  of  the  apostolical  teaohor,  by  whom  they  had  been  guided 
in  youtli  into  tho«e  putha  of  pleaaantnem;,  which,  even  in  decrepitude 
and  decay,  they  still  found  to  be  the  ways  of  peace. 

Th^>fle  traditions,  and  the  writings  of  Henry  Yenn^  are  calculated 
to  excite  thoughts  far  more  Victitting  the  silence  of  a  solitary  even- 
ing's waik  than  tlie  noise  and  excitement  of  the  proas.  His  Tsner- 
able  image  teems  to  look  u[>bmidingly  on  any  attempt  to  delineate 
himself  or  his  works  in  a  spirit  less  devofit  than  his  own,  or  leas 
exclusively  consecrated  to  the  glory  of  God  and  to  the  well-being  of 
mankind.  Yet,  it  can  hardly  be  at  variance  with  those  great  objects 
of  bis  life  to  rt'conl  uf  him,  that  he  was  one  of  the  moet  eiuiueut 
examples  of  one  nf  the  most  vmcommon  of  hnmau  exceUencjpa — the 
possession  of  perfect  and  unintemipted  mental  health.  As  all  ihh 
chords  of  a  well-tuned  harp,  or  as  all  the  organs  of  a  well-ordered 
body,  so  all  the  faculties  of  a  well-constituted  mind,  contribute, 
eueli  in  its  due  place  and  measure,  to  that  hsmiony  which  is  the 
essence  at  once  of  all  effective  action,  and  of  ail  salular}'  repose.  In 
this  sense  of  the  words,  Henry  Venn  was  "made  whole/*  first  by 
r^uture«  or  that  Diviue  patrimony  with  which  we  ent*r  on  our  pre- 
sent state  of  beiiig  ;  and  then  by  Providence,  or  that  Divine  benefi- 
cence which  directs  and  blesaes  our  progreAs  through  life.  The 
conK'rmty  of  his  intoUeotnal  powers  was  not  marred  by  any  discord 
in  his  affc^'tions,  nor  did  either  reason  or  passion  ever  abdicate  or 
usurp  in  his  mind  the  separate  provinces  over  which  they  were  re- 
apectively  commissioned  to  reign.  There  prevailed  throughout  the 
whole  man  a  certain  sj'mpbony  which  enabled  him  to  possess  his 
aoul  in  order,  in  energy,  and  in  composure.  And  as,  Id  all  grmt 
social  euterpriaea,  the  perfection  of  the  success  depends  on  the  com- 
pleteneas  of  the  concert  between  the  various  co-operating  agents,  so 
in  individual  life,  perfection  can  result  only  fW>m  the  abflolnt«  ac> 
cord,  and  the  mutual  napp<irt,  of  the  varions  springs  of  action  which 
aiiimato  the  solitary  agent.  Those  qualities  which  are  antjigonistic 
in  must  man,  vera  oonscnticnt  in  him ;  and  his  talents^  though 
aeparalely  of  no  reiy  exalted  order,  became,  by  their  habitual  coii- 
euirencei  of  very  ringnlai  efBcacy.  Thns,  his  athletic  sen^e  was 
OMOciated  with  a  keen  taste  for  the  beautiful,  and  with  a  f|uii-k 
pcrtoeption  of  the  Indicroua.  Though  dwelling  amidst  the  mont 
■ttblime  devntinnal  elevations,  hit  otml  and  epistolary  difwounw  un 
those  uiyBterious  topioA,  vat  ohanot«iwd  by  peifeot  simplicity  and 
tniiutfMireut  cloamesa.  With  a  well-tftored  meuiunt',  he  was  an  in- 
dependtuitt  if  not  an  origin*!,  ihEnlo'r.      "Wiih  deep  and  even 
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vehement  att«,(;hmenU,  he  knew  how  to  Hiamtain  ou  fit  occasiona, 
even  towards  those  whom  he  loved  beat,  a  judicial  gravity,  and 
even  a  judicifti  etornncfta.  He  acted  with  indefatigable  energy  in 
the  throng  of  men,  and  yet,  in  solitude,  could  meditate  with  un- 
wearied persCTCianoo.  He  was  at  once  a  preacher,  at  whose  voice 
ciultitudee  wept  or  ttemhied,  and  a  compauiDii,  to  whose  privacy 
the  wise  resorted  for  instruction,  the  wretched  for  comfort,  and  ail 
for  sympathy.  In  all  the  exigencies  and  in  all  the  relatioiia  of 
life,  the  Srmest  reliance  miglit  always  he  placed  on  his  counsels, 
his  support,  and  his  uxample.  Like  St  Paul,  he  became  all  things 
to  all  men  ;  and,  for  the  same  reason,  that  he  might  by  any  means 
save  some.  For  the  concentration  of  all  hla  dealres  on  that  one 
object,  bora  the  double  relation  of  cause  and  of  effect  to  that  con- 
ctiitrati'tu  of  thought  and  oneness  of  mind  by  which  he  was  dis- 
tinguished. Keeping  that  single  end  cantinually  in  view,  he  made 
all  the  resources  within  his  reach  at  all  times  tributary  to  it 

To  Henry  Venn,  therefore,  among  the  "  Kvangelioal "  clei:gy,  bfr 
longed,  as  by  an  inherent  right,  the  province  which  he  occupiwl  of 
giving  to  the  world  a  perfect  and  continuous  view  of  their  eyat«m 
of  Christian  ethics.  The  siicrud  confaonaiico  cf  all  the  passages  of 
his  own  life,  and  the  uniform  convergence  of  them  all  towards  onti 
great  design,  rendered  his  conceptions  of  duty  eminently  pure,  large, 
and  cousLBttint ;  gave  singular  ucuteness  to  his  dif)cemment  of  moiat 
error ;  and  imparle^l  a  rich  and  cordial  unction  to  his  persuasions  to 
ol)edieni:e. 

The  Anglican  Church  already  pnasftsaed,  in  the  **  Whole  Duty  of 
Man,"  a  treatise  on  what  Bcntham  calls  "  deontology  "  rt'markable 
for  the  idioiuattc  force  of  its  style,  for  the  extent  of  its  popularity, 
and  for  the  darkness  which  onvelopt-s  its  true  authorship.  But  to 
Mr  Venn,  and  to  bis  brethren,  it  appeared  su  defective,  in  the  pur- 
suit of  morality  downwards  to  its  deep  and  only  sure  foundation, 
that  he  thought  it  necessary,  not  only  to  lay  the  basis  anew,  but 
oXm}  to  erect  again  tbo  supcrstnioturc,  with  all  the  variations  and 
additions  consequent  on  that  fundamental  change.  The  **  Complete 
Duty  of  Man"  has  ever  since  rivalled,  if  it  has  not  surjioaaed,  the 
&me  and  the  acceptance  of  the  "  WJwlt  Duty  of  Man,"  and  is  still 
one  of  those  few  books  of  which  the  benelits  are  never  unfelt,  of 
which  the  love  never  abates,  and  of  which  the  republication  is  never 
long  intermitted.  Even  in  our  own  age  of  literary  vohiptnouaneaa, 
it  retains  the  undiminished  favour  of  many  classes  of  readers,  al* 
though  no  sacrifice  is  made  In  it  to  gratify  the  tastes  of  any  class. 
It  was  written  from  the  soul,  and  therefore  to  the  soul;  from  a 
full  heart,  and  therefore  with  genuine  tenderness ;  from,  a  profound 
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[Benae  of  rpsponsibility,  and  thorfifore  Trith  the  dpepest  seriotisDoss; 

I  from  a  full  mind,  and  thert-fore  with  no  perceptible  regard  to  mere 

[  words ;  from  the  most  mature  expenunce,  and  therefore  in  a  tone 

vhich  never  falters,  and  in  a  style  perfectly  artless,  unreetrained, 

and  perapicuoua.     He  might  have  borrowed  for  this  and  for  all  his 

writings,  from  his  friend,  John  Newton,  the  title  of  Cardiphonia. 

They  have  passed  to  their  account,  theee  holy  men  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century ;  and  it  is  neither  without  the  apprairancB,  nor  the 
consciousness,  of  presumption,  that  these  attempta  are  made  to  dis- 
criminate  between  them,  and  to  assign  to  each  his  appropriate 
claims  to  the  gratitude  of  a  later  age.  All  aufih  judgment*!  must  be 
more  or  lead  conjectural,  resting  on  those  slight  and  imperfect  in- 
dications of  characte-T,  which  can  he  discovered  in  their  extant 
writings,  or  in  the  brief  notices  in  which  their  contemporaries  have 
celebrated  them.  But  after  every  allowance  shall  have  been  made 
fdr  the.ae  sources  of  error,  ennugh  will  remain  to  convince  any  im- 
partial inquirer,  that  the  first  generation  of  the  elerg}'  designated  aa 
'*  Evongfllical,"  were  the  ftocond  founders  of  the  Church  of  England 
— that  if  not  entitled  to  the  pniise  of  genius,  of  eloquence,  or  of 
profound  learning,  they  were  devout,  sincere^  and  genuine  men — 
that  the  doctriuea  of  the  New  Testament  were  to  them  a  reality,  and 
the  EngUah  liturgy  a  truth — that  their  pnblic  ministrations  and 
their  real  meaning  were  in  exact  coincidence—that  they  rose  aa 
much  above  the  Iloadleian  formality  aa  above  the  Marian  supersti- 
tion— that  they  revived  amongat  us  the  spirit  of  Paul  and  of  Peter, 
of  Augustine  and  Boniface,  of  Wiclifle  and  Ridley,  of  Baxter  and 
Howe — that  they  burned  with  a  loyal  and  enlightened  zeal  for  the 
kingdom  of  Clirist,  and  for  those  eternal  verities  on  which  that 
kingdom  is  founded — that  their  personal  sanctity  rose  to  the  same 
^  elevation  as  their  theological  opinions — and  that  in  all  these  re- 
ect«  they  formed  a  constrast,  aa  cheering  in  one  light  as  it  was 
nelanchnly  in  another,  to  the  spirit  which,  in  that  age,  characterised 
heir  clerical  brethren.  On  the  other  hand,  the  coincidence  with  tho 
pint  and  the  doctrines  of  tho  Methodists,  and  especially  of  Whit^ 
l£el(l,  was  such  as  to  forbid  the  boh'of  that  there  existed  no  other  re- 
^lations  between  the  two  bodies,  but  that  of  a  simoltaneous  existence. 
It  has  already,  indeed,  been  shown,  that  Kewton  was  the  disciple 
of  Wliitfield,  that  Scott  was  the  disciple  of  Newton,  and  that 
Miliior  was  his  imitator ;  and  it  would  be  easy  to  show  that  Venn 
lived  in  b  long  and  friendly  intercourse  with  the  great  Itinerant, 
and  officiated  with  him  in  places  of  public  worship  which  rejected 
epiifcupal  control 

But  the  "Evangelical  Eathcrs,"  bound  as  they  wen  to  the 
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ChuKh  of  England  by  their  tows,  and  deeply  attached  to  h« 
ordinanoee,  had  neitlier  Hih  power  nor  the  wish  to  emululi'  tbe 
•'  Falbore  of  Methodwm,"  by  eslnbliahing  a  new  ecclesingtifal  polii; 
The  line  of  ikiiiian-tttion  botwfun  them  and  the  oUut  Angli 
clergy,  being  therefore  indicjiicd  by  no  corroapoDding  dtfferenrf  of 
jjovemment,  of  confessiona,  or  of  ritual,  gradually  bccamo  less  and 
less  definite,  until  at  length  it  had  been  ahnoat  wholly  oblitemtcd. 
^'o  one  mail  of  commanding  genius  Arose  to  lay  the  fouudatinn  of  • 
now  spiritual  dynasty ;  and  no  religious  system  can  ever  licquiw  s 
corporate  perpetuity,  or  long  retain  a  continuous  succession,  which 
does  not  commence  in  some  such  personal  unity.  "No  scholars 
arose  among  them  illustrious  for  learning,  nor  any  authors  to  whom 
the  homage  of  the  world  at  large  has  been  rendered  ;  and  without 
such  an  aristocracy,  no  iulellectujil  commonwealth  cun  long  (lonrish. 
Their  tlieology,  also,  revolved  bo  much  on  a  verj*  few  tN>ntniI  jK'irits, 
as  to  induce  u  disastrous  fHcilily  in  eat-ehiiig  a  superiicial  adiu.tint- 
ance  with  it,  snd  in  reproducing  it  in  a  plausible  imitation.  Popular 
applause,  neither  carefully  measured,  nor  always  well  meritetl,  re- 
warded any  eminent  success  in  the  advocacy  of  their  peculiar  tenets  ; 
and  they  wei-o  early  ta\ight  the  deep  truth  of  the  reniark  of  T&citui 
— "  Pessimum  inimicorum  genus,  laudantes." 

Gradually,  also,  it  came  to  pass  in  the  £vaogelical.  as  in  otfaei 
ancieties,  that  the  symbol  was  adopted  by  many  who  were  strftDjjers 
to  the  spirit  of  the  original  institution ; — by  many  an  indolent, 
trivial,  or  luxurious  aspiront  to  its  advantages,  both  temporal  and 
eternal  The  terms  of  mi^mbcrship  had  never  been  dettnile  or 
Bevere.  Whitfield  and  his  followers  bad  required  ii-om  those  wh^^H 
joined  their  Btandard  neither  tlie  practice  of  any  peculiar  auateri^^J 
l>ee>  nor  the  adoption  of  any  new  ritual,  nor  the  abandonment 
of  any  established  ceremoniea,  nor  an  irksome  enbniission  to  eccle- 
sJHStical  authority,  nor  the  renunciation  of  any  reputable  yuith  to 
eminence  or  to  wealth.  The  disttnguialung  tenets  were  few  and 
easily  learned  ;  the  necessary  obsen-ances  neither  onerous  nor  unat- 
iendwl  with  much  pLeaaurable  emotion.  In  the  lap**  of  years  the 
diBcipline  of  the  society  imperceptibly  declined,  and  errors  coeval  with 
its  esLislence  exhibitecl  themselves  in  an  exaggerated  form.  "When 
country  gentlemen  and  memliants,  lords  spiritual  and  teniporal.  aud 
even  fashionable  ladies,  gave  in  their  adhesion  ;  their  dignities  unin- 
voded,  their  ample  expenditure  flowing  chiefly  in  ita  accu8t4.<med 
channels,  and  their  s^doons  as  crowded,  if  not  as  brilliant,  as  before, 
the  "spirit  of  \\niitfield  was  to  b«  traced  among  his  followers,  not  m> 
much  in  the  hurniog  zeal  and  self-devotion  of  that  extraordinary 
man,  as  in  hta  Insubordinaiion  \aj  upiscupol  rule,  and  in  his  un- 
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qtipncliftlilfl  thirst  for  ajiiritual  Gxcitemimt,  Altlioiigh  thu  ficIJn 
aud  tlte  market- 1 )lac«^  iiu  longer  e<;koed  to  the  vnictt  of  th«  im- 
pa^ttioned  preacher  and  the  hallelujalis  of  enrapturttl  iiiyiiuiU.  yrt 
spacious  thealTcs,  sacrtMl  to  such  mach,  rocoivud  a  i:ouriUr«i«  hu^C 
to  haisngue  or  to  apphiud,  to  recount  or  to  hear  advenUm'x  of 
stirring  interest,  to  Untva  to  tixbortationa  for  propagating  thu  VAui^ 
tian  faith  to  the  furthest  rBcesaes  of  the  globe,  to  drr)p  the  Huptn^ 
tiuoiu  guinea,  and  to  retire  with  feelings  strangely  balaoced  butwooa 
the  htunan  aad  the  divine,  the  glories  of  heaven  and  the  VADitiet 
of  earth. 

And  then,  in  oU^ence  to  the  general  law  of  human  aOairs,  arrimd 
the  day  of  reaction.  A  new  race  of  studenta  had  grown  up  at  Ox- 
forii.  Tliny  were  men  nf  un^tdlietl,  and  «veii  mveiv  virtue  ;  oniinati'd 
by  a  devotion  which,  if  not  very  fervent,  was  at  leaat  gi'iniiiui  ami 
grave ;  convorsunt  nith  clasHic-al  literature,  and  not  wiUiout  pro- 
tensions,  more  or  Ic«.s  couflidenihk--.  to  an  ito<pmutance  with  Christian 
antiquity.  As  they  paced  thourthtfully  along  those  tall  avenuoa,  to 
wliich,  a  hundred  yeara  befon;,  Whiltit'ld  and  the  WeslcTa  had  been 
accustomed  to  retire  for  nieditaliou,  tht^y  recoiled,  with  a  mixture  of 
aversinu  and  contempt,  from  the  image  uf  tlie  crowded  aMembUges, 
•ud  the  dramatic  exercises,  in  which  the  succ«adon  of  thoae  gnnt 
men  is  the  Church  of  England  were  performing  so  conapiououa  a 
part.  They  revolved,  not  without  indignation,  the  intelle^^tual 
barrenm«s  with  which  that  Church  bad  been  Atrickon,  from  the  timit 
when  her  moat  popular  toachcrB  hod  not  merely  boen  satiafied  to 
trettd  the  narrow  circle  of  the  "  Evaugt-Ucal "  tbt'ology,  but  had 
exulted  in  that  bondage  aa  indicating  tlieir  poeaession  of  a  purer 
light  than  had  vi8ite<]  ttie  other  niijiisUTs  of  the  GoBjtel.  Thuy  in- 
vokivl,  with  an  occaaional  sigh,  but  not  without  many  a  bitter  t^mile, 
the  reappearance  amongst  tu  of  a  piety  more  profound  and  uioHculiue. 
mor«  meek  and  contemplative.  They  believed  that  Huch  a  change  in 
the  ruUgloas  obameter  of  their  age  and  cuuntiy  waa  a  divine  com- 
mand, aud  that  a  cuuimiaiuun  had  been  given  to  thcmaulvos  to  carry 
it  inl*>  elTecl. 

It  happened  that  at  thia  perifi^l  Mr  Wurdflworth  hod,  at  OxfonI, 
■  pupil  and  an  ijnilator.  who  would  have  «tiri»ti^  ■■  I  •'* 
he  could  have  attaimnl  to  the  exquisite  fcliciti 
occaaional  and  twtter  style.     The  author  of  the    '  i  i. 
like  the  author  of  the  "Excursion."  inhiihiti>d  a  w- 
the  humbleml  objt«!lit,  and  Uie  moat  f-u    ' 
bolituU  of  wliatevcr  is  most  tle-i-otod  n 
n*mt'te   fmrn   our  uxivrit-'nco   iu   thing*  uitbjibiu. 
fiuburhfl,  the  duety  roada,  aud  the  busy  ctfocts  of  Oj 
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lived  by  imagination,  not  by  sight.     On  every  side  tbey  teemed  fori 
him  with  analogies  and  iiiterjiretaticns  of  the  signihcance  of  herl 
liturigicol  offices,  of  the  mysteries  of  lier  prieslhood.  and  of  the] 
temples  erected  by  no  human  hands  in  the  souls  of  her  worehippera. 
W'hen  he  transferred  to  the  canvas  the  rich  hues  in  ■wliioh  the  sonc- 
turtry  within  the  veil  of  common  things  was  disclosed  to  his  own 
eyes,  he  was  aMUstomed  to  throw  over  the  picturo  on  atmnsphepe, 
which,  however  brilliant,  was  not  seldom  eo  hazy  as  to  be  almost  , 
impervious.      What  the  Virgin  Mother  had  been   to   the   greatl 
painters  of  Italy,  that  the  iVnglican  or  Elizabethan  Church  beuune 
to  him.     Immaculate  in  conception,  peerless  in  beauty,  resplendent 
with  every  grace,  she  preaeutod  hereelf  to  him  as  a  living  personality 
t«  be  loved  and  wooed,  and  as  a  divine  impersonation  to  be  adored 
and  h3'nLned. 

No  strains  could  be  more  gratefiil  than  these  to  the  sensitive  eoivl 
which  had  been  wounded  by  the  coarst^  sounds  wafted  &om  J'jteter 
Iloll  to  the  banks  of  Isis ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  caprioes  of  fortune, 
which,  at  the  expense  of  the  Professor  of  Poetry,  has  confem--d  on 
the  Professor  of  Hebrew  the  honour  of  bestowing  his  patponj-mic  on. 
the  league  formed  under  the  auspices  of  their  common  Ahua  Mater,-^ 
against  the  *'  Evangelical  succession."  For,  although  the  warfare  of* 
iheir  holy  alliance  has  chiefly  been  conducted  in  the  lowlands  of 
Prose,  it  cununeuced  by  an  irruption  of  the  invaders  from  tlie 
mountain-tops  of  Poetry.  From  first  to  last,  indeed,  their  at;sault« 
have  beon  more  or  less  Parnassian  or  Pe^asiean.  The  aamo 
hands  which  wrought  at  the  •*  Tracts  for  the  Times,"  strong  and 
swept  the  chords  of  the  "Lyra  ApostoHca."  In  everything  but 
rhythm,  the  tnictarian  essay  was  lyrical.  In  everything  but  tcdious- 
nes8,  the  apostolic  lyre  was  troctarian.  To  each  belon^i-d  the 
poetical  privilege  of  escaping  by  a  half  sen^e,  or  by  the  half  aiig- 
gestion  of  a  sense,  or  by  words  with  no  sense  at  all,  from  the  dilemma 
of  Mr  Justice  Shallow — "If^  sir,  you  come  with  news  from  the 
court,  I  take  it,  sir,  there  is  but  two  ways,  either  to  utter  them  or  to 
conceal  them." 

Mr  Newman  was  incomparably  the  most  eminent  of  those  trac- 
tarians,  who  cbielly  used  the  instrument  of  prose.     His  theology 
dilfered  from  lliat  of  Mi  Keble,  as  a  substance  in  a  sohdi£ed  form 
differs  from  itself  when  in  a  gaseous  form.     The  style  of  each  boTB, 
the  impreftt  of  learning,  and  elevation  of  sanctity  and  tendemeBM 
but  was  chargeable  with  that  cloudiness  or  ambi-dexteri^  of 
ing  wliicb  David  Hume  denounced  as  the  vilest  of  all  the  abuaee  < 
the  gift  of  language.     But  these  eminent  writers  were  still  mor 
clearly  identified  by  their  unmascuiine  horror  of  everything  vulgasj 
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in  >>elie-f  or  in  aentiment,  and  tlierefore  of  the  "Evangelical"  teneti! 
as  vtil^iir  heynnJ  ail  other  opiniooa,  and  nf  the  "Eviingflical" 
teachers  as  vulvar  boyond  all  other  men.  And  an  from  UxfonI  bad 
comi'-  forth  WinliHe.  to  snbTcrt  the  spiritual  power  of  Kome,  and  WTiit- 
ticld,  ■with  a  deluge  of  popular  rhelurio,  to  overwhelm  the  luerarcby 
of  England,  so  in  the  »aine  venerable  academy  arose  Meesrs  Keble 
and  Nevrman,  to  cast  down  the  stroogboM  nf  PnitetttaiiiisuL  But 
they  ciunvi  nRither  with  conftagration  nor  with  utomi.  7*)ie  genius 
of  zi-Hufincnt,  fastidionsnet^,  exduftion,  and  delicacy,  atU>ndcd,  if  it 
did  not  guide,  their  mnvenients.  They  were  tborelbre  speedily 
encumbered  by  the  throng  whu  will  alwayB  attach  Lhemsel\*ca  to 
any  leader  who  exhibits  a  sttpiTcilinua  contempt  for  the  uommon 
herd,  and  staiida  hauj;htily  aloof  from  it  But  they  were  also 
followed  by  the  crowd  of  aspirants  after  aanfinlotal  domination,  and 
by  that  still  larger  crowd,  wlio,  not  knowing  bow  to  4U.stinguish 
between  the  right  and  the  duty  of  private  judgment,  arc  rejoiced 
to  repudiate  both  the  outi  iind  the  other,  as  burdens  beyond  their 
strength. 

It  therefore  came  to  pass,  in  the  Oxonian  as  in  other  leagues, 
that  the  bead  moved  forward  by  the  impulse  of  the  tail.  St<!p  by 
step  in  their  progress,  *' the  Church,"  whom  they  worshipped, 
changed  her  attitude  and  her  aspect.  She  soon  disclaimed  her 
Elizabethan  or  statutory  origin,  and  then  made  vebemeut  efforts 
to  oecape  from  her  Elizabethan  or  statutory  ceremonial.  She  as- 
siuncd  the  title,  and  laid  claim  to  the  character,  of  the  PrimitiTe 
Church,  or  the  Church  of  the  Fathers,  and  at  length  arroigated  to 
herself  the  prerogatives  of  that  Catholic  or  univeraal  Church,  which 
"  lifts  her  mitred  front  in  courts  and  palace^"  whether  at  Kome,  at 
Moscow,  or  at  Lambeth,  hut  whose  presence  is  never  vouchsafed 
to  any  who  cannot  trace  back  from  apostolic  hands  an  episcopal 
succession. 

At  this  stage  of  the  history  of  the  Oxonian  league,  its  progress 
was  quickened  and  animated  by  the  panic  which  exhibited  itself 
from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  hostile  camp.  The  diaciples  of 
Whitfield  and  of  Wesley  united  to  those  of  Kewton  and  Scott,  of 
Miliier  and  of  Venn,  and,  reinforced  by  the  whole  strength  of  the 
Nonconfonniata,  began  to  throw  up  along  the  whole  Held  of  con- 
troversy entrenchments  for  their  own  defence,  and  batu>rii>s  for  the 
annoyance  of  their  assailants.  Amongst  the  literary  mi^silos  cast  by 
the  contending  hosts  against  each  other,  there  are  few  better  worth. 
the  study  of  those  who  wish  to  estimate  the  probable  result  of  the 
conflict,  than  the  life  of  Richard  Hurrell  Kroude.  It  wan  L-iunched 
IVom  a  cataptilt  under  the  izmuediate  direction  of  Messrs  Keble  and 
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Jlowman  themaelves,  and,  though  it  is  a  book  of  no  great  inherwit 
vain*'.,  it  has  a  conaidftrable  interest  aa  tho  only  biography  whidi  the 
vurM  po^fiosses,  of  a  coiil'essor  of  Oxi'ord  Ciitbollcjstn.  It  contains 
a  \*ivid  picture  of  the  discipline,  the  studies,  the  opinions,  and  the 
mental  habite  uf  liis  fratt-niity,  and  is  puhll8he<I  by  the  two  great 
I'ulbers  of  that  school,  with  the  avowal  of  their  **  own  general  coin* 
ctdence"  in  the  opinions  and  ft«lings  of  their  disciple.  We  have 
thas  a  delineation  at  full  len^'th  of  one  of  those  tlivines  who  are  to 
otfoct  tlie  conquest  which  was  attempted  m  vain  by  the  BeUamiines 
and  the  Bosaiiet«  of  former  tinier.  If  it  toachcii  us  nothing  else, 
this  bu^raphy  will  at  least  U»ch  us  what  is  the  real  extent  and 
ur;^ncy  nf  the  danger  which  has  so  mncli  dii^tiirbed  the  IranijUtlUty 
(if  the  jriiardians  of  the  Protestant  faith  of  Knglamt 

Rirhant  Hurrell  Fnmdo  was  h*iTti,  aa  we  read,  on  the  "  Feast  of 
the  AunuuL'iatiou,"  iu  the  year  1^03,  and  died  in  1836.  Ue  wu 
an  Et-onian,  a  fellow  of  Oriel  College,  a  priest  in  holy  orders  of  the 
Chunrh  of  Rni^land,  the  writer  of  iinsiiereK^ful  prizn  esRays,  and  of 
jounml-s  letters,  and  ^cnnoriB  ;  on  o<N:flsional  contributor  to  the 
jinriodii^al  h'Lerattire  of  his  tlieologieal  aHSoeialcs  ;  and,  during  the 
Isst  four  years  of  his  Uft-,  an  invalid  in  seanh  of  health,  either  in  the 
flnuth  of  Kurope  or  in  the  West  Indies. 

i?ueh  are  all  the  incidenlji  of  a  life  to  the  caniinemnration  of 
wliich  two  oelavo  volumes  have  been  dedicated.  A  more  intractable 
slor)',  if  reganltxl  merely  as  a  narrative,  waa  never  undertaken.  But 
>[r  Froudo  left  behind  him  a  great  euUi'ctiun  of  papers,  which  aSec- 
tion  would  have  committed  to  the  tire,  though  party  spirit  has 
given  them  to  the  presa  The  most  unscrupulous  publisher  of 
diaries  and  private  cornwpondence  never  olferwl  foraale  a  self-analy- 
itis  more  frank  or  less  prnpoasnasing.  But  the  world  is  inviti^d  to 
gaze  on  this  suicidal  portraiture  on  account  of  "  the  extreme  import- 
annc  of  the  views,  to  the  development  of  which  the  whole  ia  meant 
lo  be  subservient,"  and  in  onler  that  they  may  not  lose  "  the  in- 
struction derivable  from  a  full  oxhihitiori  of  liis  clmracter  aa  a  witness 
til  those  views.  Htavy  as  are.  the  jMsnoltitw  which  the  edtton  of 
these  volumes  have  incurred  for  their  discloi^urc  of  the  infirmities  of 
their  friend,  the  world  will  probably  absolve  them,  if  they  will 
publish  more  of  the  letters  which  he  appears  to  have  received  from 
his  mother,  and  to  have  transmitted  to  them.  One  such  lutter 
which  they  have  rescued  from  oblivion,  is  worth  far  more  than  all 
which  they  have  publishe^L  of  her  stm'&.  Though  both  the  pnront 
and  the  cliild  have  long  since  l)een  withdrawn  from  the  reai:^h  of 
this  world's  judgment,  it  yet  seems  ulmtist  an  impiety  to  transcribe 
hiir  estimate  of  his  early  character,  and  to  add  that  the  Ibsb  favcfOiv 
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a1>1e  anticipations  which  she  drew  from  her  study  of  him  in  youth, 
were  htit  too  diBtinctly  verified  in  his  riper  years.  She  read  his 
heart  with  a  mothers  tu^^nity,  and  thus  roroolcd  it  to  himself  with 
B  iiiotlxrr's  Umdt'rne  £  and  tnillu 

"From  his  very  birth  his  temper  has  been  peculiar;  pleaaing, 
inleUii^int,  and  altachiug,  when  bin  mind  was  undiaturhed,  and  ho 
was  in  the  couiijiiny  of  people  wlio  ti-eaUwI  him  reasrjuably  and 
kindly  ;  Imt  uxewdin<jly  iinpMtient  uudiir  vexatious  circiirosUaftes  ; 
very  much  diitposeil  to  tiiid  hi»  own  aniuaeinent  hi  teusin^oud  vexin}; 
otliere ;  and  almost  entindy  incorrigible  when  it  was  necessary  to 
reprove  bini.  I  never  could  find  a  succetjaful  mode  of  treatin<^  him. 
Ilarshncju  made  tiijit  olicitinato  and  gloomy  :  calm  and  long  displea- 
sure made  him  sttipid  and  sullt-n  ;  and  kind  patinioo  Jiod  nut  sulti- 
cient  power  over  his  feelings  to  foree  him  to  govern  liimaelf.  After 
a  stal^iiient  of  eueh  gr^at  faults,  it  may  aeera  an  inconsiatenoy  to  aay, 
that  ho  neverlhcl&s8  fttill  liorc  about  lilm  strong  marks  of  a  pmraiiiing 
charai:l(T.  In  all  points  of  suKstontial  principle  Itis  focIingH  were 
jiist  and  high.  He  had  (fur  his  age)  an  unusually  deep  feeling  of 
admiration  for  ever>ihing  wliioh  was  good  and  noble ;  hui  reliah 
'  was  Hvely,  ami  his  taste  good,  for  all  tlie  pleasures  of  the  imagination  ; 
and  he  was  alsr>  quite  oonscioua  of  hia  own  faults,  and  (untempted) 
hud  a  just  dislike  to  them." 

Exopeising  a  stern  and  ahsolnte  dominion  ovnr  all  the  haser 
passions,  with  a  keen  perception  of  the  beautiful  in  nature  and  in 
urtt  and  a  deep  homage  for  the  sublime  in  morals  ;  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  the  classical  nutlior»;,  anrl  d^ligliting  in  the  exercise  of  talents 
which,  Uiough  they  fell  far  short  of  exoellcnce,  rose  as  for  above  m*.'dio- 
crity,  Mr  Fronde  might  have  seemed  to  want  no  pn>mi9e  of  an 
honourable  rank  in  literature,  or  of  distinction  in  his  sacred  office. 
His  career  was  intercepted  by  a  prematura  death ;  but  enough  is 
recoide<l  to  show  that  his  aspirations,  however  noble,  must  have  been 
defeated  by  the  pride  and  moroseness  wliieh  Ids  mother's  wisdom 
detected,  aud  which  her  love  disclosed  to  him  ;  united  as  they  were 
to  a  const!  tutioual  diatmst  of  his  own  powere,  and  a  weak  reliance  on 
other  minds  for  guidance  and  suppi^rt.  A  spirit  at  once  haughty  and 
unsufitainnil  by  genuine  setf-cotflidence  ;  suUlnc;*)  by  the  stronger  will 
or  intulleft  of  other  men,  and  glorying  in  that  subjection  ;  regarding 
the  opponents  of  his  masters  with  an  intolerance  exceeding  their 
own  ;  and,  in  the  midst  of  all  his  animosity  towards  others,  turning 
with  no  infre(]uent  uulignation  on  itself, — miglit  form  the  basl.H  of  a 
good  rlraiiiatic  Hket(;h,  rif  wliii-h  Mr  Frumle  might  not  unworthily 
sustain  the  buph-n.  Uut  a  ''dialogue  of  the  dead."  in  which Ceorpe 
W'hiUield  aud  iCichard  Kroudo  should  be  the  interlocutors,  would  be 
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a  more  appropriate  chaimel  for  iUastrating  tKe  practical  luea  of  "  i 
yecond  Reformation,  and  of  the  Catholic  Rt^storation,"  which  It 
the  object  of  their  poApoctive  'biogTaphit-Jt  to  illustrate.     RhadAiuaii4^ 
thus  haWng  difiiuisded  them  from  bis  tribumil,  they  would  compare^ 
together  thuir  juvenilo  admiratioQ  of  the  drama,  thoir  ascetic  disci- 
plme  at  Oxford,  th«ir  early  dependence  on  stronger  or  more  resoiulsj 
minds,  their  propcn«ity  to  8olf-obser%'ation  and  to  8elf-port™.tu 
thBir  contemptuous  opinions  of  the  ne^  race,  and  the  surpri&e  wit] 
which  they  witnessed  the  worship  of  the  Church  of  Rome  in  land 
where  it  is  still  triumphant.     So  far  all  is  peace,  and  the  concordea' 
anintcE  exchange  such  greetings  as  pass  between  diaembodiod  spirits. 
But  when  the  tidings  brought  by  the  new  denizen  of  the  Elysia 
fields  to  the  reformer  of  the  eighteenth  century,  reach  his  aA'righted 
shade,  the  regions  of  the  blessed  are  disturbed  by  an  unwonted  " 
cord  ;  and  the  fiery  snul  of  Whitfield  blazes  with  intense  desire 
lesmne  his  wanderings  through  the  earth,  and  to  lift  up  hia  voio 
against  the  new  apostasy. 

It  was  with  no  uimianly  dread  of  the  probe,  but  from  want  of 
skill  or  leisure  to  employ  it,  tliat  the  self-scrutiny  of  "Whitfield 
aeldom  or  never  penctratc^d  niu<^h  below  the  surface.  Preach  he 
must ;  and  when  no  audience  could  be  brought  together,  he  seized  aj 
pen  and  preached  to  himself.  The  uppermost  feeling,  be  it  what : 
may,  is  put  down  iu  his  juurual  honestly,  vigorously,  and  devoutlyJ 
Satan  is  menaced  and  upbraided.  Intimations  from  heaven  are  i 
corded,  without  one  painful  doubt  of  thcjir  origin.  He  prays  and' 
exults,  anticipates  the  future  with  delight,  looks  back  to  the  past' 
with  thankfuineas,  blames  himself  simply  because  ho  thinks  himself 
to  bkme,  despairs  of  uolhiug,  fears  uotLong,  and  has  not  a  moment's 
ill-will  to  any  human  being. 

Hr  Froudo  conducts  his  written  soliloquies  in  a  different  spirit 
His  introverted  gaze  analyses  with  elaborate  minuteness  the  variouf 
motives  at  the  confluence  of  which  his  active  powers  receive  their 
impulse,  and,  with  perverted  sagacity,  pursuea  the  self-examination, 
until,  bewildered  in  thetiark  labyrinth  of  his  own  nature,  he  escapee 
to  the  cheerful  light  of  day  by  locking  up  his  journal  "  A  friend  " 
(whose  real  name  is  as  distinctly  intiinated  under  its  initial  letter,  as 
if  it  were  written  at  length)  "  advises  burning  confessions.  I  cannot 
make  up  my  mind  to  that,"  observes  the  penitent ;  "  but  I  think  I 
can  see  many  points  in  which  it  will  be  likely  to  do  me  good  to  be 
cut  off  for  some  time  from  theee  recoids."  On  siidi  a  subj^t-l  Uie 
author  of  "  The  Christijin  Year  "  was  entitled  to  greater  deference. 
That  bright  omAment  of  the  Colle>ie  df  PropagamM  at  Oxfonl  had 
«iSo  gaxed  on  his  own  heart  through  the  mental  microacope,  till  he 
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had  Icomt  the  danger  of  the  escessiTe  use  of  it  While  admonishing 
men  to  approach  thi'ir  Creator  not  aa  isnUtod  beings,  but  as  members 
of  the  XJniTersal  Chnrch,  and  whilo  aiding  the  inmates  of  her  hal- 
lowed coorta  to  worehip  in  etraina  bo  pure,  so  reverent,  and  so  meek, 
as  to  answer  not  unworthily  to  the  voice  of  hope  and  rpconciliation 
in  which  ehe  is  addressed  by  her  Divine  Head,  this  **  ifweet  siugr^r  " 
had  so  brooded  over  the  evaneeoent  processee  of  lus  own  spiritual 
natuTf>,  as  not  seldom  to  rendor  his  rt«il  meaning  imfM^rcf-ptiblf  to  Iiia 
readers,  and  probably  to  himself.  With  how  gound  a  judgment  he 
counselled  Mr  Froudo  to  buni  his  booka,  may  be  judged  from  tho 
following  eutriiw  in  tliem  : — 

"  I  have  been  talking  a  great  deal  Xa  B.  about  religion  to-<lay. 
He  seems  to  take  such  straightforward  pntctical  viewy  of  it  that, 
when  I  am  talking  to  him,  I  wonder  what  I  have  been  bothering 
myself  with  all  the  summer,  and  olmosit  doubt  how  for  it  is  right  to 
allow  myself  to  indulge  in  Bi>eculatioiui  on  a  subjwt  wheru  all  that 
is  necessary  is  so  plain  and  obvious.'* — "  Yeetenlay,  when  I  went 
out  shooting,  I  fancied  I  did  not  care  whether  I  hit  or  not ;  but 
when  it  came  to  the  point,  I  found  myself  anxious,  and,  afu?r  having 
killed,  was  not  unwilling  to  lot  myeolf  bo  conaidored  a  better  ahot 
than  I  described  myself.  I  bad  an  impul^p,  too.  to  let  it  be  thought 
that  I  had  only  three  shots  when  I  really  had  had  four.  It  was 
slight,  to  be  sure,  but  I  felt  it." — "  I  have  kh^I  my  journal,  though 
I  can  hardly  identify  myself  with  the  person  it  describes.  It  seoms 
like  having  some  one  under  one's  guardianship  who  was  an  intoler- 
able fool,  and  exposed  himself  to  my  contempt  every  moment  for  the 
most  ridiculous  and  triHiug  motives ;  and  wliilu  I  was  thinking  all 
tliis,  I  vrvnl  into  L's  room  to  seek  a  jtair  of  shoes,  and  un  hearing 
him  coming,  got  away  its  silently  as  possible.  Wliy  did  I  do  this  I 
Did  I  think  I  was  doing  what  L.  did  not  like  1  or  was  it  the  relic  of 
a  sneaking  habit  1  I  will  ask  myself  these  questions  again." — '*! 
have  a  sort  of  vanity  which  aims  at  my  own  good  opinion,  and  I 
look  for  anything  to  prove  to  myself  that  I  am  more  an.\iou.H  to  mind 
myself  than  other  people.  I  was  very  hungry,  but  because  I  thought 
the  chargu  unreasousble,  I  tried  to  s}Lirk  the  waiter  ;  Hituaking  !" — 
**  Yesterday  I  was  much  put  out  by  an  old  fellow  chewing  toboccn 
and  spitting  across  me  ;  also  bod  thoughts  of  various  kinds  kept 
presenting  themselves  to  my  mind  whtm  it  was  vacant." — "  I  talked 
sillily  to-day,  as  I  used  to  do  last  term,  but  took  ifo  pleasure  iu  it, 
so  I  am  not  ashamed.  Although  I  don't  recollect  any  hann  uf 
myself,  yet  I  don't  feel  tliat  I  have  made  a  clean  breast  v(  it." — '*  I 
fotgot  to  mention  that  I  had  been  looking  n^iond  my  roonu.  and 
thinking  that  they  looked  comfortable  and  nice,  and  that  I  said  in 
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my  h^art,  Ah,  ah  !  T  am  warm." — "  It  alwaya  suggests  itself  to  mg 
tlmt  a  wise  Uiought  in  wasted  when  it  is  kept  to  mywlf,  oguu 
which,  as  it  is  my  mnst  hothoring  ti'inptution,  I  will  a-t  ilown  sob 
argumonla  to  bo  calh'd  to  min".!  in  time  of  trouble." — "  Xow,  1 1 
proud  of  this,  and  think  that  the  knowkxlge  it  ehowe  of  myself  in 
plii?8  a  grf'fttupfijt  of  mind." — "  These  ifoirrls  are  no  ^jide  l<i  me  to 
show  the  state  of  my  mind  afterwards  ;  they  are  so  far  from  being 
exerci.<ies  of  humility,  that  they  lessen  the  shame  of  what  1  record, 
juHt  as  profi-siiious  and  good- will  to  other  people  recon>cUe  us  to  our 
neglect  of  them." 

The  pn>i*pt  "  know  thyself"  came  down  from  heaven  ;  but  such 
self-knowledge  ns  tlds  has  no  heavenward  tendency.  It  is  no  pnrt 
of  the  economy  of  our  nature,  nor  is  it  the  design  of  our  Maker,  tliat 
we  sboidd  so  eunuingly  imj^vel  the  subtle  flkments  of  which  our 
motives  arc  composed.  If  a  man  should  subject  to  such  a  scrutiny 
the  feeling  of  others  to  himself,  he  would  soon  lose  his  faith  in 
human  virtue  ami  atTection.  l"he  mind  which  sliould  thus  put  to 
the  question  ita  own  workings  in  the  domestic  or  soeial  n-litlions  of 
life,  would  crc!  lon^  become  the  vit-tim  of  a  siill  more  fatal  ecep- 
ticism.  Vi"hy  dream  that  this  reflex  operation  which,  if  directed 
towards  those  fwHngs  of  which  our  feU'tw-ereatures  are  the  object, 
would  iiifitUibly  eject  fnun  the  heart  all  love  and  all  respect  for  man, 
«houhl  BlnMi;;tlien  either  the  love  or  the  fear  of  Ood  I  A  well-tutored 
comicit'iirp  iiints  at  bivadth  nither  than  minuteness  of  survi^y,  and 
tasks  it^rlf  much  more  to  ascertain  general  results  than  to  find  out 
the  solution  of  riddles.  So  long  as  religious  men  must  reveal  their 
*'exj)eriences,"  and  self-defamation  revels  in  its  present  impunity, 
there  is  no  h(<Ip  for  it,  but  in  withholding  the  applause  to  whioh 
even  lowliness  itself  aspires  for  the  candour  with  which  it  is  com- 
binml,  and  the  acutonpss  by  which  it  is  embellished. 

As  it  is  not  by  these  nice  self  observers  that  the  creeds  of  hoar 
antifjuity,  and  the  habits  of  centuries  are  to  be  shaken  ;  so  neither 
is  such  high  emprise  nwerved  for  ascetics  wlio  cau  Jiause  lo  enu- 
memtf  the  slicea  of  bread  and   butter  from  whirh  they  have  ab* 
^liiiiHfl.     Wlif'ii  Wliitliold  would  mortify  his  Wly,  lie  set  about  it 
like  a  man.     Tlio  paroxysm  was  short  indeed,  but  terrible.     WTiile 
it  [hsUhI  his  disejised  imagination  brought  soul  and  body  into  deadly 
conflict,  the  fieice  spirit  spuming,  trampling,  and  well-nigh  destroy-' 
ing  the  peccant  carcAt>c.     -Not  so  the  fastidious  and  refined  **  witnefisl 
to  the  views  "  of  the  restorers  of  the  CathoUc  Church.     The  strils] 
between  bis  spiritual  and  animal  nature  is  reconled  in  his  journal  m\ 
such  terms  as  these, — "  Looked  with  greediness  to  see  if  tliere  w«a 
goose  on  iha  table  for  dinner." — "  Meant  to  hare  kept  a  fast  and  did 
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ahgtain  from  dinner,  but  at  tf&  eat  buttered  toaat." — *'  Tasted  n(?thing 
to-day  till  tea  time,  and  then  ouly  one  cup  and  dry  bread." — "  1 
harp  kept  my  fast  atrirtly,  having  taken  nothinf;  tUt  neur  nine  Ihia 
evening,  and  llien  only  a  cup  of  lea  aud  a  little  bresul  without 
"butter,  hut  it  has  not  Wen  aa  ea«y  a»  it  was  laat." — "  I  rnaile  mtlier 
a  more  hearty  tea  than  usual,  quite  giving  up  the  notion  of  a  fast 
in  W.'s  looniB,  and  by  this  weakness  have  occaaionod  another  slip." 
Whatever  may  bo  thought  of  the  propriety  of  diacloaing  such 
pMsagM  aa  t1ie^\  they  will  pruvoko  a  con  tern  ptunus  sraiie  from  no 
one  wjio  knows  much  of  his  own  heart,  liut  they  may  reUeve  Uie 
anxiety  of  the  alanniSts,  Luther  and  Zuingle,  Cramner  and  Latimer, 
may  still  rest  in  their  honoured  graves,  *'  Take  courage,  brother 
Hidley,  we  shall  light  up  such  a  flame  in  England  aa  shall  not  soon 
be  put  out,"  is  a  prophecy  whicli  will  not  be  defeated  by  the  suc- 
CMiftors  of  the  Oxonian  divines  who  listened  to  it,  no  long  as  they  shall 
he  vacant  to  rcconl,  and  to  publish,  contrite  remioisc^nwa  of  a  desire 
for  roasted  goose,  and  of  an  undue  indulgence  in  buttered  toast. 

Yet  the  will  to  subvert  thei  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the  Kt^-fonu- 
ation  is  not  wanting,  and  itt  not  concealed.  Mr  Froudo  himself, 
were  hn  etill  living,  might,  indeed,  object  to  be  judged  by  his  core- 
leas  and  familiar  letters.  No  such  objection  can,  however,  be  made 
by  the  eminent  persons  who  have  delilx»rately  given  tJiem  to  the 
world  on  account  "  of  the  truth  and  extreme  importance  of  the  views 
to  which  tlie  whole  is  meant  to  be  subservient,"  and  in  which  tht-y 
record  their  *'  own  general  concurrence."  Of  those  weighty  truths 
take  the  following  examples  : — 

"  You  will  bo  shocked  at  my  avowal  that  I  am  every  day  becom- 
ing a  loss  and  \cm  loyal  son  of  the  Reformation.  It  appeani  to  ni« 
plain  that  in  all  niattors  which  aevm  to  us  inditferent,  or  even 
doubtful,  we  should  conform  our  practices  to  those  of  the  Church 
which  has  pn'servod  ita  traditionaty  practices  unbroken.  We 
cannot  know  about  any  seemingly  inditferent  practice  of  the  Church 
of  Kome  that  it  ia  not  a  development  of  the  apostolic  ^c,  and  it  is 
to  no  purjio««)  to  say  that  we  can  find  no  proof  of  it  in  the  writings 
of  the  first  six  ceiitiiritw — they  iniisl  find  u  dispnnif  if  they  would  do 
anything." — "I  think  people  are  injudicious  who  talk  against  the 
Koman  ('atholics  for  worshipping  saints  ond  honouring  th«  Virgin 
ami  iiiiugwt,  A'c  nieae  tilings  may  perhaps  be  idolutroua ;  I  can- 
not makt'  up  my  mind  about  it" — *'  P.  called  ua  (he  Papal  Protest- 
ant Cliun'h,  in  which  he  proved  a  double  ignorance,  as  we  are 
Catholics  without  the  Popery,  and  Church  of  Kngland  men  without 
the  Protestantism." — "  The  more  I  think  over  that  view  of  yours 
about  regarding  our  present  communion  service,  &c.,  as  a  judgment 
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tm  the  Cfanrch,  and  Uking  H  as  the  onunlA  from  the  apostles*  taUe^  ' 
(be  more  I  am  stntck  wiUi  its  fitneas  to  )»  dwelt  apon  a«  tending 
to  chenk  the  intrasion  of  iTKverect  tboaghU,  without  in  any  vaj 
interfering  with  one'*  just  indignation."—  "  Your  trmnpery  principle  J 
about  SrriptTire  being  the   sole  role  of  faith  in  fundamentals    (l\ 
nouMate  the>  word),  is  bat  a  mutilated  edition,  without  the  breadtit 
and  aziotnatic  duuracier,  Off  the  originaL"—"  Really  I  hate  the 
Tieformation  and  the  B^ormeiv  morr  and  more,  and  hare  almost 
ma^ie  up  my  mind  that  Uic  rationalbt  spirit  they  set  afloat  is  the 
\tftvcoir pof  iiTi}c  of  the  KeTclationii." — '*  Why  do  you  praise  Kidley  t: 
Do  you  know  sufficient  good  about  him  to  counterbalance  the  UuAf  i 
that  he  was  the  associate  of  Cranmer,  Peter  Har^,  and  fiucer  1  ** 
— "  I  wish  you  could  get  to    know  something  of  S.    and  "W. " 
(■SouUiey  and  Wordsworth}^    *'and    on-Protestantise,  un-!MiltoniM 
thorn." — "  flow  u  it  wz  are  $o  much  in  advance  of  our  generation  t* 

Spirit  of  George  Wliitficld !  bow  would  thy  voice,  rolled 
"  the  secret  place  of  thundors,"  have  overwbelnied  these  puny  pio-^ 
tests  against  the  trutluj  which  it  was  the  one  businetiA  of  thy  life  to 
proclaim  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun !     In  what  does  the 
mfnioro  cn^  of  Oxford  differ  from  the  ancient  faith  of  Komel 
Hurrieil  olnng  by  the  abhorred  current   of  advancing  knowledge 
and  social  improvement,  they  have  indeed  renounced  papal  domin- 
ion, and  denied  papal  infallibility,  and  rejected  the  grosser  euper-^ 
ktitioiiH  which  Rome  herself  at  once  despiseJi  and  promotes.     But  i 
prostrate  submiasion  to  human  authority— the  repose  of  the  wearied  "^ 
or  indolent  mind  on  external   observances — an   escape   from   the 
arduous  exercise  of  man's  highest  facoltiea  in  the  worship  of  hisjl 
Maker — and  the  usurped  dumiiiion  of  the  imaginatiTe  over  th*^ 
rational   nature, — these    are  the  common  charactuhstica  of  both 
Ky8t>mA. 

The  Reformation  r««tored  to  the  Christian  world  its  only  au- 
Uieutic  canon,  and  its  one  Supreme  Head.  It  proclaimed  the 
Scriptures  as  the  rule  of  life ;  and  the  Divine  Redeemer  as  the 
supreme  and  central  object  to  whom  eveiy  eye  must  turn,  and  on 
whom  every  hope  must  rest.  It  cast  down  not  only  the  idols 
erected  for  the  adumtion  of  the  vulgar,  but  the  idolatrous  abstrac- 
linnit  to  which  the  worship  of  more  cultivated  minds  was  rendered. 
iV'iiL'imting  the  design  and  seizing  the  spirit  of  the  Gospels,  the 
Ri'furiuera  inculcat<?d  the  faith  in  whicli  the  sentient  and  the  spiiitual 
m  mon'ii  compouud  nature  hail  each  it«  appwpriate  office ;  the  one 
tiiri-^^ted  to  the  Uedeoraer  in  his  palpalflo  form,  the  other  to  the 
Hiviiie  Panuii'te  in  hbi  hidden  agency;  while,  unite4i  with  tbeee,]| 
they  vxliibitcd  to  a  binfui,  but  penitent,  mce  the  parental  chamct 
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of  the  Omnipiesent  Dcily.  SucU  Is  not  the  teaching  of  the  restor<e>d 
theology.  The  most  ominent  of  its  professors  have  thrown  opoD  the 
doors  of  Mr  Froude's  orntory,  and  havo  mvited  hU  pasw^re-by  to 
notice  in  hi«  prayers  and  mncUtatioDs  "  the  absence  of  any  diatinct 
mention  of  oiir  Lord  and  Saviour."  They  are  exhorted  not  to  doubt 
that  there  was  a  real  tliuiif^h  silent  "alloaion  to  Christ"  mulfr  the 
titles  in  which  the  iSupreino  Beiiij^  is  addxeesed ;  and  are  told  thut 
"  this  circiunslanca  may  be  a  coiiifMrij  to  those  wlio  catuiot  bring 
themselves  to  aasame  the  tone  of  many  popular  writers  of  thid  day, 
who  yet  are  di«oouR^ed  by  the  peroniptoriness  with  whiuh  it  is 
exacted  of  them.  The  truth  is,  thut  a  loiud  ulive  to  iU  own  n->al 
state  ol\«n  slirinks  to  utt«r  what  it  most  dwells  upon ;  and  is  too 
full  of  awe  and  fear  to  du  more  than  silently  hope  what  it  moat 
wishes" 

It  would  indeed  be  preenmptnous  to  pass  a  censure,  or  to  hazard 
an  opinion,  on  the  private  devotions  of  any  man ;  but  thiin:  is  no 
such  rmk  in  rejecting  the  apology  which  the  publishers  of  those 
secret  exercise's  have  advanced  for  Mr  Froude's  departure  Irom  the 
habita  of  his  fellow-Cbristiaiis.  Fc-^hle,  indeed,  and  Bmasenlale  niu^t 
he  the  system,  which,  in  its  delicate  distaste  for  the  "popular 
writers  of  the  day,"  «'0«ld  bury  in  silence  the  nonie  in  which  every 
tongue  and  language  has  been  summoned  to  won^hip  and  to  rejoice. 
Well  may  "awe  and  fear"  become  oil  who  assume  and  all  who  in- 
voke it  But  an  *'awe"  which  "shrinks  to  utt«r"  the  name  of  Him 
who  was  bam  at  Hethleliem,  and  yet  does  not  fear  to  use  the  imme 
which  is  ineifablo ; — a  "fear"  which  can  make  mention  of  the 
Father,  but  may  not  speak  of  the  Brother,  of  all, — is  a  feeling 
which  fairly  balflea  comprehension.  There  is  a  much  more  simple 
though  a  less  impodng  theory.  Mr  Froude  permitted  himself,  and 
was  encouraged  by  hi.4  correspondents,  to  indulge  in  the  languago  of 
antipathy  and  scorn  towards  a  large  body  of  his  feUow-Chris^ans. 
It  tinges  his  letters,  his  joumaU,  and  is  not  without  its  inlbiencu 
even  on  his  devotions.  Those  despised  men  too  ntlen  celebrate  the 
events  of  their  Itedeemer's  life,  and  the  benetite  of  his  pRSsion,  in 
'  language  of  offensive  famiiiurity,  and  invoked  Him  with  fund  and 
feeble  epithets.  Therefore,  a  good  Oxibni-Catholic  must  envolopo  in 
mystic  terms  all  allusion  to  Him  round  whom  as  it«  centre  the  whole 
Chriscinn  system  revolves.  The  line  of  demarcation  belwijtin  them- 
selvfis  and  these  coarse  sentimcnlalist'*  must  be  broad  and  deep,  even 
though  it  siionld  exclude  Uiose  by  whom  it  is  drawn,  from  all  the 
peculiar  and  distinctive  ground  on  which  the  standard  of  the  refomied 
Churches  lias  been  erected.  ITiBro  is  really  nothing  to  dread  from 
such  hostility  and  from  such  enemies.     A  fijie  lady  visitit  the  United 


458 


THE   "  EVASOKLICAL  "  aUGCESSIOH. 


States,  an^l,  in  loalliing  SKaiiist  tlie  salivaUKi  and  tobncconiswl  pe- 
jiublic,  becoin»?8  an  Absolutist.  A  "  double-firat  rlasa"  theologian 
overhi'ars  the  Kvangclical  psalmoily,  and  s'traightway  turns  Catholic. 
But  CoTi{;rods  will  not  di««olve  at  the  bidding  of  the  fair  Exclusire ; 
nor  will  Exeter  ilall  be  dosed  to  propitiate  the  fastidious  Double- 
first.  The  martyra  of  diagust  and  tb«.^  licroea  of  revolutions  are  com- 
jKiHed  of  entirely  upjxitiite  materialK,  and  are  cast  in  quite  ditTerent 
mr'ulda.  Nothing  truly  gppat  or  formidable  was  ever  yet  acoom-„ 
plishi-d,  in  thought  or  aition,  by  uien  whoso  lovo  for  truth  wavl 
not  strong  enough  to  triumph  over  their  dislike  of  the  oll'ensive 
objects  with  wliiuh  truth  may  chance  to  be  associated. 

Mr  Froude  was  the  helpless  victim  of  such  iiBSOciations.  Nothing fi 
eiwapna  hia  abhorrence  whii^h  has  Iwen  regarded  with  favour  by  hia* 
political  or  religious  antogomste.  The  bill  fop  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery  was  re^oramendi-d  to  Parliament  by  an  Administratinn  mora 
than  Buspeeted  of  Liberalism  in  matters  eccleaiaallcol.  The  "  "Witnora 
to  Catholic  Views,"  '■■  in  whose  sentiments  as  a  whole,"  his  editors 
cnncnr,  visits  the  West  Indies,  and  they  are  not  afmid  to  publish 
the  following  rej)ort  of  bis  feelings  : — "I  linve  felt  it  a  kind  of  duly 
to  nwiiitflin  in  my  mind  an  baliiluul  hostility  to  the  niggers,  and  to 
chuckle  over  the  failiut^a  of  the  new  sj-stem,  as  if  these  poor  wretches 
concentrated  in  themselves  all  the  Whiggery,  dis^nt,  cant,  and 
ubominatiun  that  have  Ihmju  mnged  on  their  side."  Lest  this  should 
jiass  for  a  jileasant  extmvaganf^e,  the  eilitore  enjoin  the  reader  not  to 
"  confouml  the  author's  view  nf  the  ne^ru  cause  and  uf  the  ab/Uruci 
vegro  with  his  fe«dingB  toi\'ard»  any  he  should  actually  meet ; "  and 
l*rofo88or  'J'holuck  is  summoned  from  Ccrrmany  to  explain  how  tha 
"originat^'in  of  error"  may  lawfully  lie  the  objects  of  a  gt>ud  man's 
hate,  and  liow  it  may  iunoeently  overllow  ujwn  all  their  clients, 
kindred,  and  connectiona.  Mr  Fronde's  feelings  towards  the  "ub- 
stract  negTo"  would  have  Hatisfipd  the  leamwl  Proftwwor  in  his  most 
malevolent  mood.  *'  I  am  ashamed,"  he  says,  **  I  cannot  get  over  my 
prejudices  against  the  niggers." — "  Every  one  1  meet  seems  to  me 
like  an  incarnation  of  the  whole  Anti-Slaver>*  Society,  and  Fowell 
Buxton  at  their  beatL" — "The  thing  tliat  strikes  me  as  most  remark' 
able  in  the  cut  of  theau  uiggeni  is  ejice6sive  immudeaty,  a  forwD 
atujtid  fainiliarily  intended  f<)p  civility,  whioli  prejudices  me  ag 
tlieni  worse  even  than  Kuxtou's  cant  di<L  It  Ls  getting  to  be  I 
fashion  with  everybody,  even  the  planters,  to  praise  the  emancipa- 
tion and  Mr  Stanhiv." 

Mr  Fronde,  or  rather  his  edilora,  appear  to  have  fallen  into  the 
errtir  nf  supposing  that  their  professiitn  gives  them  not  merely  the 
right  to  adiiionish,  but  the  privile^'u  to  acold.     Lord  Stanley  and 
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7Xr  Bnxton  have,  however,  the  conaolatton  of  b«ing  railed  at  in 
good  cnmpuny.  Hampdim  13  "Imted"  with  much  /^al,  OiouRh,  it 
is  odiuiltcd,  with  im|mrl"i'cl  kuowli-dge.  L-onis  PliiHpj>p,  and  \n$ 
associates  of  the  Direc  Days,  receive  the  foUoM'inj,'  humane  bono- 
diction  —  "I  sincerely  hope  the  march  nf  mind  in  France  mat/  yet 

prove  a  hhcdy  one." — ''  The  election  of  the  wretched  li.  for , 

and  that  base  fellow  11.  for ,  in  apito  of  the  exposure,"  &c. 

Again,  the  editors  proteel  ogainat  our  supposing  that  tlds  itt  a  play- 
ful exercise  in  the  art  of  exaggeration.  *'  It  altould  be  nb*t.'rv«d»" 
thoy  say,  "  as  in  other  parts  of  this  volume,  that  the  author  used 
these  words  on  principle,  not  as  abuao,  but  as  expreaainK  matters  of 
fact,  aa  a  way  of  bringing  he.fore  his  own  mind  things  as  they  are." 

Milton,  however,  is  Ihe  especial  object  of  Mr  Froude's  viriuoug 
abhorrence.  Uc  is  "a  detestable  author."  Mj  Froude  rejoices  to 
loam  sonu-thing  of  the  PurJtaa'?,  U-cause,  as  he  says,  "  It  gives  me 
a  better  right  to  hate  Million,  and  accounts  for  many  of  the  things 
which  moat  disgusted  me  in  hli  (rtot  in  my  nense  of  fhe  irord) 
jioetnjr' — "  A  lady  tuld  ma  yestejilay  that  you  wrote  tlio  article  trf 
Sacred  Poetry.  tVc.  1  thought  it  tUd  not  come  up  to  what  1  thought 
your  stiinilard  of  avenuou  to  Milton." 

Mr  Froude  and  his  editors  must  absolutely  be  dolivpred  over  to 
the  secular  arm  and  club  of  l)r  l*hilip,  under  the  writ  IM  /f>rretico 
Castigaiido^  for  their  williil  obstinacy  in  rejecting  the  ini'allible 
senteuce  of  the  fathers  and  ecumenical  counsels  of  the  Church 
poetical  on  this  article  of  faith.  There  is  no  room  for  mercy. 
Afeaars  Froude  and  Newman  are  not  of  the  audience,  meet  but  few, 
to  whom  the  Immortal  addressed  himself.  They  have  no  plac«  in 
that  little  company  to  which  alone  it  is  reserved  to  estimate  the 
powers  of  such  a  mind,  and  reverently  to  notice  it«  defects.  They 
belong  to  that  multitude  who  have  to  make  their  choice  between 
repeating  the  established  poetical  cived,  and  holding  their  peace. 
Why  are  freeUiinkera  in  litemture  to  be  endured  more  than  in 
religion  T  The  guilt  of  Libeniliem  has  clearly  been  contracted 
by  this  msh  judgment ;  and  Profi-awr  Tliolnck  being  the  witness,  it 
exposes  the  criminals  and  the  whole  siwiicty  of  Oriel,  nay,  the  entire 
Univcraity  itself,  to  the  '^diffuaice  indignation"  of  all  who  cling  to 
the  Catholic  faith  in  poetry. 

There  are  much  better  things  in  Mr  FKtude'a  book  than  Uio  pre 
ceding  quotations  might  api^ear  to  promise.  If  given  as  .^peciraena 
of  his  powetB,  they  would  do  injustice  to  one  whom  we  willingly 
would  believe  to  have  been  a  good  and  able  man,  a  ri|jc  scholar,  and 
a  devout  Christian;  though  as  illustrations  of  the  temper  and 
opinions  of  those  who  now  sit  in  Wiclille's  seat,  they  are  neither 
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oniair  nor  animportant  But  thf^y  may  convince  all  whom  it  oon- 
ceruB,  tliat  hitliertu  at  least  Oxford  bos  not  given  birth  to  a  now 
race  of  gin.nta,  by  whom  the  Evangelical  founders  and  missionaries 
of  tho  ObuTth  of  Eiigliuid  are  about  to  be  expelled  from  theicj 
ancient  authority,  or  the  Protestant  world  excluded  from  tlie  li^jht 
ol"  day  and  the  free  breath  of  heaven. 

It  was  but  a  heartk-ae  folly  of  tlie  eurvi^Tng  friends  of  Richard 
Hurrell  Froudc,  whioh  thus  exlubited  him  as  the  foremost  in  tho 
reaction  against  the  "  Evangelical "  eystera-  To  mark  the  progress 
of  that  ruaclion,  hia  brother  (who  anuouuces  liimtielf  as  J.  A.  Froude, 
of  Exoter  CoUogo,  Oxford)  has  published  a  uovel  called  the 
"  Kemeaia  of  Faith,"  Tlic  paaaiigo  from  the  flippant  shallowness 
of  the  posthumous  essayist  to  the  puny  acepticism  of  the  living 
ncTolist  haa  consumed  about  ten  years,  although,  ^m  first  to  last, 
the  direction  of  it  has  been  unaltered.  Mr  Richud  Ilurrell  Frondfli 
had,  however,  the  merit  of  using  his  uiotber-tongue  with  propriety 
and  ease.  It  is  the  taste  of  Mr  J.  A.  Froudo  to  involve  bis  me 
ing  in  a  style  which  strivea  in  vain  to  be  Germanic,  and  to  adorn  ; 
with  those  meretricious  embellishments  which  he  has  sncoeasfullT ' 
borrowed  from  the  modem  Parisian  romance.  This  tractarian  of 
the  ''latest  development"  is  the  biographer  of  an  imaginary  pupil  of 
Mr  Newnitiu,  on  whom  he  beatows  tlie  name  of  "  Mnrkham  Suther- 
land." Morkhani  writes  sovenU  letters  to  a  friend  who  is  made 
known  to  us  by  the  name  of  "  Arthur,"  and  Arthur  attaches  to  hia 
friend's  letters  a  series  of  commontonQs.  But  I^Iarkham  and  Arthur 
are  but  two  names  for  one  p^^rson.  They  have  every  sentiment  and 
every  opinion  in  common  ;  if,  indeed,  their  unmanly  puJings  deserve 
the  name  of  sentiment,  or  their  chloroform  dreams  can  aspire  to  the 
dignity  of  opinions. 

The  mouldering  walls  of  an  old  abbey  delivered  a  discourse  to 
Markhom  alxjut  "  Paganism."  "  Star  Gods,"  and  "  Almighty  Pan." 
Al\€r  secretly  avowing  to  liis  friend  his  infidcUty,  he  obtains  or- 
dination and  a  benetice.  Certain  "  Evangelical "  and  much  abused 
ladies  and  gentlemen  at  a  tea-table,  wring  from  him  the  avowal  of  his 
unbelief.  He  loses  his  benefice,  and  migrates  to  the  Lake  of  Como; 
where  he  plays  extensively  on  the  flute,  writoa  several  irreligious 
papifTS,  seduces  a  young  married  lady,  and  ends  his  days  in  a  mon- 
astery. Kouaseau  hiuiself  would  have  ahrtmk  from  making  his 
Savoyard  vicar  the  hero  of  hia  £loiso.  Mr  Froudc,  without  any 
such  embarrassment,  prepares  his  readers  for  an  adult«roiu  catas- 
trophe, by  a  Borios  of  audacious  speculations  from  a  clergyman  on 
matters  religious  and  ecclesiastical. 

To  quote  almost  any  page  of  this  book,  would  be  to  stain  our  omi 
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pages,  although  it  would  ho  pasy  to  enliven  them  hy  Tfirinns  exM- 
bition»  of  the  writer's  estimate  of  himself  and  of  other  men.  For 
example,  Mr  Froude's  hero  haviug,  for  tlie  firat  time,  perfonned 
divine  service  os  ii  iiiuiiater  of  the  Church  of  £iigliuid,  relieves  him- 
aelf  by  the  following  missive  to  hia  correspondent : —  '*  I  felt  so  sick, 
Arthur.  So ;  I  may  live  to  bo  like  Boniet,  or  Tillotson,  or  Bishop 
Newton,  or  Archdeacon  Paley.  Jfuy  /  die  soon^  I "  There  would 
seem  a  very  reasonable  probability  that  this  ardent  aspiration  will 
not  have  been  breathed  by  Mr  J.  A.  Froude  in  vain.  But  the  ludi- 
crous too  rapidly  makes  way  for  emotions  of  a  far  ditTerent  kind.  The 
followiufj;  are  no  unfair  Rpe-cinicns  of  the  general  style  of  this  child 
and  pupil  of  Oxford  Catholicism ; — 

"  Considering  oil  the  horesiee,  the  enormous  criine«,  the  wicked- 
noAsee,  the  atttuuudijig  follies  which  the  Bible  has  been  made  to  jus- 
tify, and  wliicb  ild  indiseriniinate  reading  has  suggested ;  conbider- 
ing  that  it  bos  been  indeed  the  aword  which  our  Loi-d  said  that  He 
was  sending;  that  not  the  DirrU  himself  cxmld  have  iHreiiied  an 
implement  more  potent  to  fill  the  leafed  world  leith  lies,  and  bhuxi^ 
and  fury ;  I  think  certainly  that  to  send  hawkers  over  the  world, 
loaded  with  copies  of  this  book,  scattering  it  in  all  places,  among 
oU  persons  —  uot  teaching  them  to  understand  it  —  not  standing, 
like  Moftes,  between  that  heavenly  light  and  them,  but  cram- 
ming it  into  their  own  hands  as  God's  book,  which  He  wrote,  and 
they  ore  to  read,  each  for  himself,  and  learn  what  they  can  fqr 
themselves  —  is  t?i6  mod  cnljtable  pMy  of  tchieh  it  is  poisihle  for 
man  to  be  guiliy." 

"  In  Christianity,  oa  in  everything  else  which  ma%  have  thrown  out 
of  themselves,  there  is  the  strangest  mixture  of  what  is  moet  noble 
with  what  is  nioBt ....  I  shrink  from  the  only  word." 
"Sin,  therefore,  as  commonly  understood,  is  a  chimera." 
"  Our  failures  are  errors,  not  crimes ;  —  Naturo's  discipUno  with 
which   Grod  teachee  as,  and  as  little  violations  of  Ilia  law,  or 
rendering  us  guilty  in  His  eyes,  as  the  artist's  early  bhmders,  or 
even  ultimate  and  entire  failunw,  arc  laying  store  of  giult  on  him." 
"When,  when  sliall  we  learn   that   *  minds'   are  governed  by 
laws  as  inexorable  oa  phjrsical  laws,  and  that  a  man  can  as  easily 
refuse  to  obey  what  has  power  over  him,  oa  a  steel  atom  can  resist 
the  magnet.  1 " 

"And  why  all  this  morderingl  Sometimes  for  sins  committed 
five  centuries  past,  while  for  those  five  centuries  generation  was  let 
to  go  on  to  foUow  generation  in  a  darkness  out  of  which  no  deliver- 
ance was  offered  them  ;  for  Israel  monopolised  God.  It  is  nothing 
to  say  these  were  peculiar  cxcepUve  cases.  The  nation  to  whom  they 


■were  given  nnver  thoiiglit  them  ppculiar  RHflea.  And  what  is  Bovda- 
tion,  if  it  is  but  a  catalogue  of  examples,  not  wliat  we  aiv,  but 
whul  we  are  not,  to  follow  t    No,  Arthur,  tftis  is  not  Ood — ihu  is  a 

From  llio  sbfUer  of  hia  convent  Mr  Ne«Timn,  the  former  teacher 
of  Mr  J.  jV-  Froudf),  hna  also  sont  forth  a  novel — n  novel  of  biunour* 
droUory,  and  sarcasm^  directed  chiefly  a^inat  thoso  who,  ten  years 
Kince,  were  his  own  zealouB  and  aifecUunate  di^iplejt.  The  scoui^ 
of  his  contempt  is  laid  with  inexnnible  severity  on  all  who  have 
been  weak  enouj^h  to  be  dazzled  and  misltHl  by  the  Rlure  of  his 
ttupbistry.  Tu  a  book,  which  Mr  Newman  once  n'ganle<l  vm  the  rule 
of  hia  faith,  there  ia  an  awful  woe  denounced  on  thoae  by  whom 
otFenccB  elmll  comcL  In  reaiiintj  the  work  of  his  brother  novelist 
with  that  denunciation  in  liia  remembrance,  Mr  Newniau  may  per- 
hajw  have  hvexx  awakened  to  eome  other  and  leas  exuUing  fi^eling 
tliaii  ibiit  of  contempt  for  his  dii]»rs.  He  hna  consigned  one  of 
them.  Richanl  Hurrell  Froude,  to  Ia:?tinf;  ridicule.  He  has  drawn 
another  of  them,  Mr  J.  A.  Froudo,  into  the  awful  reeponfiibility 
of  concei\'ing  in  his  heart,  and  publidhiug  with  full  deliberation, 
the  *' Jlenieaia  of  Faillu"  Little  a»  is  our  aympatliy  with  the 
kUtlior  of  tliat  rovolting  novel,  we  have  atill  Iww  fellow-fet'liiiR  for 

T  Newman,  in  his  new  eharaeler  of  Mephistopbeles,  mnnking 
merrily  at  tho  delusions  he  has  himself  propagated,  and  heed- 
Ices  (as  it  seems)  of  their  fatal  cunsequencea.  lie  is  at  least  en- 
titled to  the  praise  of  fairly  preparing  for  the  fate  which  awaits 
them,  any  who  shall  be  simple  enough  to  ^ve  heed  to  his  present 
reasoning's  to  yield  to  bis  present  persunsionSf  or  to  follow  his 
present  example.  * 

*  In  thh  edition  of  thi*  book  T  retain  the  prcfoding  paragraph,  cot  beetnM  I  ] 
adberi!  to  it,  but  bccnuw  1  rniild  not  othiorwim;  oTiilaio  in  wliiit  ficnsc  aiid  to  vtut 
exU'ut  1  now  retract  it.  It  wnn  on  the  18th  of  Jnlv,  1853.  that  I  for  ibo  Bnt 
tiiiif  liariit  (uid  thfi  cvid^iicv  which  tbcn  reachul  nic  was  Alti))j;i!th<>r  mnp1unT« 
auJ  im"'i<'lililL'  bi  ttbow),  thai  I  biul  been  inUluki-n  in  n'prraciititii;  Mr  N«wnian  u 
b^viii);  aiitii^l  thn  riilirule  and  iJie  sBtriism.s  of  bin  iiovt^l  ugniiiKl  tb'we  who  hud 
(ornwrly  Lk>^ii  Iiik  own  4li!ici|iU».  iind  wKo^te  iiiijiiit^il  orrors  trvn^  the  rtvult  of  hil 
own  Tf iirhinj; ;  and  tbat  ibnMt  ntUHtic  pauaprii  had  rfullv  been  deni^i-d  to  chostlM  I 
tho  fiillii*  of  n  ditfcrtnt  claiw  of  ptTsons.  Ttn«  dincoTtrr  itnpo*ea  on  me  the  oM- 
^tion  iif  thn<  publicly  and  umnimTnaillj  upnlogin'nj:  to  >frXowiusn  for  bavinKdoeo 
Mm  ttiat  injustice,  and  for  the  a^critjr  ot  tbv  tcmu  in  which,  andor  m^  mucoO' 
eoptieii  of  bia  meaning,  I  refcned  to  him.  I  cjinnot,  however,  reproach  myKlf 
wiib  any  other  fanlt  on  thisauhjcot  thao  that  of  dulnfw.  Wits  ao  nitnble  u  hll-^ 
AR  alwAva  in  dangior  of  bein^  roianndcrsiood  by  klowtr  asd  more  torpid  mindi ; 
and  to  mrM.'li'at  leiut  Ibc  miitake  into  which  I  fell  wns  tuc-ntabtc.  It  wtmaTdry 
imnuB  but  B  natural  bluodur.  I  bad  wbolly  intacunniTixl  thi;  light  in  wbirh  Mr 
Nfwman.  and  tbr  iitlii-r  clerical  «c«cdcr»  froui  ibr  Cburcb  uf  tlnglund  to  tbc  Cburcb 
of  Couiu,  muct  rvgurd  thonuelvsa.     I  had  anlidfttted  that  mm  who  had  gnnrn 
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Let  ua,  howeTer^  render  to  tbo  diecanieJ  foUowere  of  Mr  NflTfinitn 
tho  justice  wliieh  ho  himself  n^ftisc-a  tbu-m. 

Althuii^li  tin;  irnotiou  at  Oxford  ecenis  uliiefly  to  have  originated 
in  a  cftrtjiiii  luorhid  rastidiousn(!sa  of  tastu,  yet  there  was  eorao 
apolog)-  for  the  iiriulgenee  of  that  fi-ehng  ;  for  while  the  "  Evjuigc li- 
cal"  teiichiug  h;id  grievously  degtmentled  from  tlio  stonthinl  of 
Newton  uiid  Scott,  of  Milner  and  of  Venn,  all  th«  mnre  eminent 
opponent*  of  it  who  had  risen  up  at  that  university,  ■were  men  of 
letters,  and  some  of  tliem  u»m  of  Itirgt'  caiMicity  ;  and  they  may  bo 
f&rgivcn,  if  they  ouuiot  be  approve*!,  for  tlie  contemptuous  spirit  in 
vhich  they  contrasted  their  own  iut4!U«ctual  stature  with  tlie  dwoHiBb, 
aterile,  rotatory  minds  of  bo  niany  of  their  more  coui^picuous  anta- 
gonists. ALtliou^h  thiR  innovation  waa,  in  aome^  bnt  llie  ndajvAO  into 
the  apiritufU  bondage  horn  whirh  the  U^tformers  hm\  n-soimd  us,  yet, 
in  many  more,  it  was  a  sineero  and  resolute  etfort  to  throw  round  our 
Protectant  liberties  the  aafeg^iardti  of  kw  and  order,  of  reverence,  and 
of  hoar  antiquity.  Althougli  the  movement  brought  into  action  not 
a  few,  who,  like  Mr  Kicluird  Hiimdl  Fronde,  nnidd  never  advanue 
iArtwyond  the  iinj.>erlinent  niinut  iie  and  the  ecclesiiwtical  fopperiea  which 
NJbecanie  the  badges  of  their  fmUmiity,  yet  it  tallrsl  forth  u  stiil  greateT 
number  destined  to  break  up  much  follow  or  neglected  ground  in  the 

(crvy  in  the  OFuiiduoDS  incaloation  of  doctrinra  vhicb,  nccordiog  to  their  dov  or 
odupled  cnoii,  were  AOthiag  I«m  than  d«jdlT  poi«<iii  in  ttio  «<mu4  of  their  hoaron;, 
would  have  announced  that  awliil  diMioT«ry  m  tin''  tjiirit  of  tho  moiit  nrofoand  wlf- 
■batcmonl — would  hare  ulced  parUon  of  God  and  mun  fur  tbc  trmliln  mid  irra- 
parable  evil  of  which  thpjr  now  brli<-red  thonuelvca  to  have  been  tbc  drliboratc  and 
pcnoTcring  aulburs — would  bare  been  &Ilcd  with  a  modest,  if  not  an  onprtwivc!, 
eaaMioiuiiMM  nftlie  weakorat  and  fnilUbilitv  i)f  llit'tr  own  jadg:inL'nt,  uiu  of  tlnnr 
eitrome  liahilitv  to  error— and  wnuM  ha\e  abounded  ia  oompamoaate  teadcmcM 
for  tboBO  rMti;iott*i  prpjiidioea  in  wliiob  thpy  bid  tbemscIrM  Wn  *o  rerpnlly  im- 
naned. — Bnt  when,  to  niy  Kurpri-ie,  I  found  tliMu  n  body  of  ndf-Hiti-ifled.  wlf- 
eonfidcut,  and  contumplioufi  i>olMnicfl,  I  rend  thf  W  faertttt,  as  well  as  some  of  tbdr 
^vor  pOHngflt,  io  what  I  mart  now  oonclndo  t»  bare  bern  a  "  non-naTnTal  "  and 
injurioos  Mtwe.  Under  the  biiii;  of  some  sach  mistake  I  have  in  thiii  book  re- 
ferred to  Mr  Newmitn  in  one  or  two  othor  places  in  terms  which  I  should  not 
now  kUcU  hut  which  it  is  not  now  worth  while  to  alter,  lie  i»  not  a  niiui  wboM 
hterary  or  personal  rfpiitation  will  he  assailed  bf  any  one  who  in  dLwiTTRtly 
jeabjui  of  bin  own.  wbik'  utterly  diuenting  from  th«  doctrinrn  wbii:b  hp  bita 
recently  adopted,  I  rrndiT  a  willing  hoRiuKa  to  his  geniu.*  aad  hiH  Itianiiii^,  to  h\s 
maat4>ry  of  nil  the  retourcca  of  our  Fjtftliui  ton{;^ue,  to  tbfi  integrity-  with  whtrh, 
for  consciuoce  sake,  he  haj  ahandamd  so  manv  brilliant  prtKiprcts  and  loni^* 
ehorisbod  attaebmetiti,  and  to  tb»  spirit  wilh  which  ho  stands  erect  and  foarleiift 
in  tbfi  meaenoe  of  antipalbiiHi  and  nf  cAltimnies  hftl'orc  which  mail r  a  hratc  man 
might  tiarr  nnsilMl.  \fv  solicitude  not  to  lie  nunibfred  nrnon^  bis  eattniL'^  and 
ealunui tutors  is  dii-tated  hy  my  rcpird,  not  for  him.  but  fcr  luVMlf ;  for  I  am  wi'll 
awtre  ibat  neither  lit*  mtitnatinn  in  tbc  world  nor  bi^  tranijtiillity  of  mind  is  at 
ill  dejwiidcDC  on  anything  which  1  have  ercr  wriittn  or  could  ever  vrit«  rcspeot- 
iughua. 
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( rospcl  fictd^  and  thence  to  mbe  harvests  of  thought  which  had  never 
bufore  been  gathered  m.  tkeir  uwu  gijucratiuo.  And  thotigh  many  of 
the  hurtbandmen  in  that  tield  laboured  to  exalt,  beyond  all  reason- 
able limite,  the  nuthoritj  of  ocelesiaatical  tTaditionB,  yet  even  thai 
nctempt  may  perhaps  have  boon  more  dangeiviu  in  appcaranco  than 
in  reality. 

For,  in  the  great  cycle  of  religious  controversy,  the  questions  at 
issue  remain  very  much  the  same  from  one  ago  to  another,  though 
terma  in  which  thoy  aro  stated  and  discussed  are  continually 
ling.  Tliua,  from  the  remotest  historical  era  of  the  Jewish  aud 
Christian  Churches,  the  strife  between  the  "  Biblical "  and  the 
"  Traditional "  parties  has  been  unaltered  in  aubsUnces  though  corrieil 
on  under  many  different  forms  of  speoch.  To  each  of  the  contending 
hosts  an  impartial  arbitrament  must  award  a  certain  measure  of  truth 
and  justice,  aud  of  consequent  auecesa.  The  Biblicists  have  always 
maintained  that,  in  every  passage  of  Holy  Writ,  we  are  listening  to  ; 
words  in  which  the  Deity  himself  has  condescended  to  atford  to  UftJ 
solutions  at  onoe  complete  &nd  unambiguous,  of  uU  the  problems  in 
wliich,  OS  responsible  moral  agents,  we  have  any  concern.  Tbe 
Traditionists  have,  with  similar  constaucy,  allaged  that  since  the 
creation  of  our  race,  those  sacred  truths  by  which  we  are  hound  to 
mould  our  ideas,  and  to  regulate  our  conduct,  hare  been  transmitted 
from  one  depository  of  them  (patriarchal  or  sacerdotal)  to  another ; 
that,  in  the  Bible,  those  truths  are  neither  systematically  arranged] 
nor  logically  established,  nor  even  categorically  propounded ;  that 
they  are  auuooucod  by  the  inspired  writers  in  language  usually  so  , 
popolar  and  poetical,  ofton  so  mythic  and  abrupt,  as  must  unavoid- 
ably  have  indaccd  endless  diversities  and  invincible  errors,  if  thero 
had  not  been,  in  the  mind  of  eveiy  rc^ader,  a  preconceived  scheme  of 
hereditary  doctrine,  into  the  complex  harmony  of  which  all  scriptural 
revelations  might  be  trst  received,  and  then  be  adjusted  and  recon- 
ciled. They  who  adhere,  with  sever©  consistency,  to  the  last  of 
these  opinions,  generally  take  refuge  in  the  Roman  Cathc^Uc  fold,  as 
the  one  secure  place  of  shelter  from  fatal  error.  Thoy  who  pursue 
to  itfi  consequences  the  former  of  these  opinions,  for  the  moat  parbj 
find  themselves,  at  length,  astray  on  the  bleak  mountains  of  seep-l 
tioinn,  without  a  track,  a  rt^stingjilace,  or  a  guide. 

Neither  of  these  disputants  is,  however,  in  point  of  fact,  thos  in- 
flexibly self-consistent.  Loudly  as  our  "  Tractariaos "  extol  the 
authority  of  ecclesiaaticjil  tradition,  they  are  not  really  oncoiiBcions 
into  what  an  abyss  they  would  be  conductwl  by  following  that 
guidance  alone  without  an  habitual  appud,  and  a  constant  reference^ 
to  tho  divine  law  and  to  the  nTitlcn  testimony.     Confidently  «e 
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our  "  eran^lical  bibliclsU  "  procUim  tliat  iho  "  Bible  and  tbe  Biblo 
only "  is  their  rflii^on,  they  still  read  it  inevitnbly,  tlioiigh  often 
unoonscioualy,  by  tho  light  of  those  veiy  tiwlitions  wliich  their  thooiy 
repudiates. 

Ill  the  New  AUautts,  as  we  leiira  from  the  ptat  uinrnmiiavigator 
who  discovered  and  deecribed  it,  Christianity  vraa  establislied  by  the 
unaasistt-d  Umchiai;  of  a  volume  iu  wliich  were  writti:!ii  **  oil  tho 
canonical  hooka  of  the  Old  and  Xcw  Tfiatarafints."  It  had  been 
placed  by  St  Bartholom<'W  "  on  a  gnat  cylimlrinal  pillar  of  light  '* 
ou  the  at^a-shore  of  the  island,  whenco  it  waa  devoutly  brought  for 
the  iustmotion  of  the  inlanders,  **  by  one  of  the  wise  mon  of  the 
society  of  Solomon's  housa"  Fnuicia  Buoia,  the  witne^  of  **  this 
mintculous  evanyelism"  of  Oie  Apostle,  haa,  with  characteriatio 
^nsduiii,  abfttainud  from  allt-ging  the  yet  groat«r  mimclLS  that  tho 
Allttuteau  people  had  aucceeded  in  extracting  from  thoae  iuosldmable 
leavee  any  one  of  the  three  creed*  of  the  Catholic  Church,  or  any 
other  dogmatic  synopsis  of  tho  Christian  faitli.  Hia  narrative,  on 
the  contnuy,  impUea  tli.it,  in  their  theological  I'wlaticin,  neither 
doctors  nor  dogmas  liouriahcd  uraonK>*t  tliera ; — that  cut  olT,  a*  tliey 
were,  from  all  intercourse  with  the  Fathers,  the  Schoolmen,  and  tho 
EeformerB,  they  had  fomid  their  *)litary  written  guide  iu'.'xiimbly 
silent  on  many  of  the  inot-t  aniiioua  of  the  questions  which  most 
deeply  affect  the  actual  condition  and  the  ppospecta  of  our  race  ; — 
that  it  had  never  even  occurred  to  them  to  assign  U>  divinity  a  place 
among  the  sciences  ;  that  they  wen  destitute  of  all  tenet*  whatever 
on  many  of  tlie  subjecta  most  insisted  on  among  other  Clmstians, 
Buch  aa  original  ein,  baptismal  r»generation,  the  eflicacy  nf  the  sacra- 
mcntd,  and  the  like  ; — and  thai,  although  devout  and  learned  above 
all  other  [leople,  these  mere  biblici.-^la  of  tlio  New  Atlantis  had  never 
discovered  in  their  language,  nor  attempted  to  invent,  any  terms  in 
which  to  define  either  tlie  mysteries  of  tho  divine  nature,  or  thodc  of  tho 
human  nature  of  the  lUvine  Rtxlwmer.  or  those  of  His  real  ])n«onta 
in  the  consecrated  elements,  ^iich,  iudeed,  seems  to  have  lieea,  and 
such  is  probably  still,  the  piiiaitive  simplicity  of  theso  "  Iliblc  Chris- 
tians," that  if  they  shall  hereafter  be  visited,  by  the  most  '"evftugeli- 
oal "  of  our  miaaionarios,  the  **  wise  men  of  tho  society  of  Solomon's 
house,"  though  they  have  by  heart  the  volume  deposited  on  the 
pillar  of  light,  will  iufaltibly  astound  their  visitors  by  iho  ii.'*.-'up- 
onco  that  tbiiy  Iiavo  never  perceived  in  it^  nor  conjectured  that 
it  could  contain,  either  the  system  of  theology  which  their  now 
teachers  will  lay  before  them,  or  any  other  theological  syslem 
whatever. 

If  a  lawyer,  educated  in  this  niaeteenth  centuty,  should  say  that 
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he  had  gathRrftd  tho  whole  achcmR  of  tho  British  Constitution  fron 
the  statutes  at  large,  he  would  be  quite  as  reasonable  ns  a  contem-"' 
porary  divine,  who  should  persuade  himBelf  that  he  had  deduced  hia 
crt'eds  and  syateiuatic  views  of  Cluiatiiin  iloiitriiie  from  th«  Hible, 
and  the  Bible  alone.     The  Doctor,  whether  he  has  graduated  in  law 
or  in  divinity,  has  f,TOvm  up  from  the  cradle  in  tho  anus  of  traditions, 
and  in  the  lap  of  prepossessions,  which  have  iudt-lihly  iinjtreased 
their  own  character  on  all  the  knowledge  wluch  he  has  uftcnva 
derivod  from  his   books.     We  have  some  uiyiiuid   of  clergy  me 
amongst  us,  who  have  subscribed  their  aaseut  to  each  of  thit  three 
coiifi'-ssions  of  faith  which  are  comprised  in  tho  Anglican  Liturgy. 
Will  any  one  of  those  reverend  persona  seriously  assert  that,  with- 
out tho  aid  of  uninspired  teaching,  ho  either  did  discover  in  tho 
sacred  text,  or  could  have  discovered  there,  the  whole  of  any  one  i 
thost*  confessions  'i  or  that,  if  confined  to  the  study  of  that  text  alone 
he  would  have  detected  a  fatal  error  in  the  opinion  of  the  "  Similarity 
of  SubstannG^' — a  vital  truth  in  the  opinion  of  the  "  Identity  ol 
Suhst'ince ;"  or  that  he  would  have  learnt  that  between  the  inver- 
sion of  the  words  "  Begotten  not  made,"  and  the  retaining  thoaaj 
words  in  their  present  order,  there  lay  all  tho  difi'ereuce  of  a  dcodli 
heresy  and  an  orthodox  belief  1 

Unwelcome  as  eucU  a  conc-ltision  must  be  to  any  controrefsja 
it  pet'ijjs  inevitable  to  conclude  that  the  Traditional  party  is  farraop 
bibliciU,  and  tho  Biblical  party  very  far  more  traditional,  than  eithe 
of  them  are  wHlling  to  suppose,  whether  of  their  opponents,  or  of 
tUemselvea.  Except  by  those  who  rush  either  into  tiiB  extreme  of 
spiritual  bondage,  or  into  the  excesses  of  spiritual  anarchy,  these 
confticting  opinions  are  held  on  both  sides,  with  such  great  though 
unavowed  qualifications,  as  render  them  far  more  innoxious,  in  fact, 
than  might  be  anticipated,  from  the  incautious  language  of  the  di»* 
putant^  To  be  thus  unconscioimly  at  variance  with  oneself,  is  s 
mental  wcnkncsR.  which,  in  &  greater  or  less  degree,  is  only  not  uni- 
Tcrsut.  Many  a  man  prostrates  himself  before  the  shrine  of  the 
Vii-gin,  in  whoso  heart  the  spirit  of  tho  Bible  neutralises  the  super* 
6titi'<n  which  it  has  not  subdued.  Many  a  man  worships  in  all  the 
naked  simplicity  of  Geneva,  in  whose  mind  the  traditions  of  the 
Church  control  the  lawless  liccuc-e  with  which  he  boasts,  and  be- 
Uevea,  that  he  interprets  the  Scriptures  for  himself. 

Tet  since,  for  the  hearts  of  most  of  us,  slavery  has  more  attractions 
than  frt^om — since  it  leads  to  for  more  fatal  evils — and  since  it 
much  more  eflectually  debars  us  from  the  highest  good — so  is  there 
for  greater  cause  to  deprecate  the  dangers  of  tho  traditional,  than 
those  uf  the  biblical,  system  of  b«UeC     For  all  traditional  knowledge 


ily  imbued  witli  the  infinnities  and  the  corruptions  of  thd 
^nuaii  ageuL'y  through  which  it  reaches  ua.  It  ever  tends  to  ciys- 
talUse  into  brilliant,  but  cold,  hunl,  aud  protitlpss  theories.  But 
biblical  knowledge,  like  the  inaun/L  rained  on  the  wildemoaa,  ever 
t«nds  to  dissolve  into  a  wann,  and  f:;<^TKiroui),  and  hcnlthful  uutriiuent. 
From  ecclesiastical  lore  we  learti  how  to  be  mibtle  in  distinctions, 
exact  in  the  analysis  of  particular  doctrines,  and  clear-Right.nd  in  the 
Bynthesia  of  them  all.  But  from  the  Bible,  and  from  the  Bible 
alone,  we  may  derive,  tliougli  with  no  scientilic  accuracy,  and  by  no 
logical  process,  t!ie  one  great,  prolific,  and  allHmibracing  idea — even 
the  idea  of  Him  in  whom  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  W.ing, 
There  also,  and  there  only,  we  learn  all  that  is  to  be  known,  or  rather 
all  that  is  to  be  felt  and  experienced,  of  our  rtdationa  to  liim— how 
they  have  been  impaired  by  sin,  and  how  they  have  been  reatorcd  by 
an  adorable,  though  utterly  inscrutable,  atonement.  Thoro  oIbo  wo 
discover  what  are  the  Bpiritual  agencies  employed  for  the  restoration 
of  our  nature  to  its  primeval  image.  There,  too,  is  lifted  the  veil 
which  interposes  between  om  preeent  and  our  fature  state,  so  far  as 
to  disclose  to  us  that  this  "  mortal  is  to  put  on  immortality."  There, 
in  no  recondite  learning,  no  abtruse  speculation,  nor  in  any  abstract 
cwmkI,  but  in  the  very  person  of  Christ  himself,  is  exhibited  to  ua  the 
Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life.  There  we  may  contemplate  and 
listen  io  Him,  who  is  the  "  "Word,"  or  communicative  energy,  of 
God.  Tlicre  is  set  before  us  the  very  image  of  Deity,  so  far  aa  it  can 
be  projected  on  the  dark  and  contract4.>d  mirror  of  uur  feeble  human- 
ity. There  we  become  cognisant  of  a  spiritual  relationship — a  con- 
sanguinity of  the  soul  of  man  with  Him  who  assumed  man's  natura 
—an  alliance  which,  though  human  words  can  bat  ill  express  it,  the 
Gotfpels  reveal  to  us  as  not  less  real,  and  as  far  more  intimate  and 
enduring,  than  those  which  bind  ua  to  each  other  in  domestic  life 

Tliuae,  and  such  as  these,  are  the  disdoflores  which  day  by  day 
dawn  with  still  increasing  brightness  on  him  who  continually  refers 
to  the  revealed  Word  of  God  for  light,  and  day  by  day  examines  by 
that  li^ht  every  theological  opinion  which  he  has  giithere<l  from  any 
othuT  suuroe.  It  i»  becauHH  the  fathers  of  the  "Evangelical  sacce»> 
aiun  "  thus  continually  resorted  to  Holy  Scripture  aa  at  once  the 
ultimate  source  and  the  one  criterion  of  all  religious  truth,  that  we 
reverently  hail  them  as  the  restorers  and  witn<^se8  of  the  faith  in 
their  own  and  in  suc^'eeding  generations.  It  is  in  proportion  a^  thc^y 
who  now  sit  in  *iieir  seats  an?  in  thit;  respect  imitating  their  example, 
that  we  assign  to  them  also  their  measure  of  the  same  honour,  itnt 
we  do  not  judge  that  the  like  homage  may  not  be  reasonably  ren- 
dered to  many,  who,  taking  their  departure  from  what  is  evidently  a 
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distant,  and  apparently  an  opposite,  point,  are  yet  condaoted,  even 
by  their  reverence  for  ecclesiastical  traditions,  to  the  feet  of  the  same 
great  Teacher,  and  who  study  his  recorded  life  and  language  with  the 
same  childlike  afiSance  and  unieserred  docility.  In  ^e  presence  of 
their  conuQon  enemies.  Sin  and  Ignorance,  Superstition  and  Idolatry, 
OUT  teachers  would,  we  think,  do  wisely  to  abate  much  of  their 
mutual  alienation  and  distrust  Their  disciples  can,  we  trust,  not 
be  doing  ill,  or  interposing  presumptaonsly,  by  any  attempt,  however 
humble,  to  promote  each  reconcilement 
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BiooRAPHY  mast  be  pftmmonions  of  her  honoms ;  yet,  even  in  the 
age  of  Burke  ami  Jlimbejiu,  of  Napoleoa  and  Wellington,  of  Goetbe 
and  of  Walter  Soott,  she  could  not  havo  justly  refused  tbem  to  one 
who,  by  patlis  till  thi-ri  untrodden,  i«acLod  a  eocial  and  political 
eminence  never  before  attained  by  any  man  cnaided  by  place,  by 
party,  t>r  by  the  sword. 

William  Wilberforee  was  born  at  Hull,  on  the  24th  of  August, 
1750.  Jlis  father,  a  merchant  of  that  town,  traced  his  descent  from 
a  family  which  had  for  man;  generations  possessed  a  large  estate  at 
Wilbt-rfoss.  in  the  East  Riding  of  the  county  of  York.  From  that 
place  was  derived  the  name  which  the  taste  or  tlie  caprice  of  liis 
latter  pro;j;enitor8  moulded  into  the  form  in  which  it  was  borne  by 
their  celebrated  descendant.  His  mother  was  nearly  allied  to  many 
persona  of  considoration,  among  whom  may  bo  numbered  the  present 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Uie  Bishop  of  AVinchc-stcTj  and  the 
members  of  that  great  London  banking  bouse  of  which  Lord  Car- 
rington  was  formerly  the  head. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  George  HI.,  the  Grannnar 
School  of  Hull  was  kept  by  Joseph  Miliier,  Uie  Churcli  historian, 
aasisted  by  his  brother  Isaac,  who  afterwurds  rose  to  great  academical 
honours  and  emoluments  in  the  TJnivt-'rsity  of  Cambridge.      To 
attend  tlieir  lecturea,  Willuun  Wilberfurce,  then  a  sickly  and  di- 
minutive child,  might  l>e  daily  a&ea  passing  along  the  streets  of  his 
native  town  with  his  satchel  on  his  shoulder.     Even  at  that  early 
age  he  was  himself  appointed  to  teach.     So  rich  were  the  tones  of  J 
his  voice,  and  such  tho  grace  and  impressivenoBs  with  which  it  wa«  | 
modulat^  that  the  AlUnets  wonld  lift  him  on  the  table,  that  hial 
schoolfellows  might  admire  and  imitate  such  a  model  in  the  art  of 
recitation.     At  a  fiir  distant  period  the  same  matchless  voice  was  to 
I        be  employed  in  courta  and  parliaments,  in  defence  of  the  theological 
I        system,  among  the  confessors  and  advocates  of  which  each  of  hia 
I       tutors  was  destined  to  hold  a  distinguished  station. 
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Tho  father  of  "WflliQin  Wilberforwj  died  before  lis  son  had  com- 
pleted his  teutli  year,  and  the  ample  patrimony  which  ho  then 
uJierited  was  afterwanls  hirgely  incraised  ou  the  death  of  a  paternal 
uncle,  to  whose  gtiardianaliip  hia  chUdhood  waa  coramit^d.      By 
that  kuisman  he  was  placcil  at  a  scliool  in  the  immediate  neighbour-  > 
hood  of  his  own  residence,  at  Wimbledon,  in  Surrey.     The  following  * 
are  the  characteristic  terms  in  which,  many  years  after\vaids,  the  { 
pupil  recorded  his  recollectioiia  of  this  second  stage  of  his  literary  | 
education.     "Mr  Chalmers  the  master,  himself  a  Scotchman,  had] 
an  usher  of  the  same  nation,  whose  red  beard,  for  he  scarcely  Ghavod. 
once  a  month,  I  shall  never  forget.     They  taught  French,  arithmetic, 
and  Latin.     With  Greek  we  did  not  much  meddle.     It  waa  fre- 
quent^^d  chiefly  by  tho  sons  of  merchant*,  and  they  taught,  therefore, 
everything  and  nothing.     Here  I  continued  some  time  as  a  parlouri 
boanler.     I  was  sent  at  first  amon^;  the  lodgers,  and  I  can  remember  | 
even  now  tho  nauseous  food  with  which  we  were  supplied,  and  J 
which  I  could  not  eat  without  sickness." 

His  early  years  were  not,  however,  to  pass  away  without  some 
impressions  more  important,  and  not  less  abiding  than  those  which, 
had  been  left  on  hia  sensitive  nerves  by  the  red  beard  of  one  of  his  J 
Scotch  teachers,  and  by  tho  ill  savour  of  tho  dinners  of  the  other. 
His  unole's  wife  was  a  disciple  of  George  Whitfield,  anil,  under  her 

fHous  care,  lie  acquired  a  familiarity  with  the  sacred  writings,  and  a 
labit  of  devotion,  the  results  of  which  were  perceptible  throughout 
the  whole  of  his  more  mature  life.     While  yet  a  school-boy,  he  had 
written  several  rohgious  letters,  "much  in  accordance  with   the 
opinions  which  he  subsequently  adupted,"  and  which,  but  for  his 
peremptory  interdict,  the  real  of  eome  indiscreet  friend  would  have 
given  to  tho  world.     On  looking  buck,  after  a  long  interval,  to  this  ■ 
part  of  his  youthful  training,  llr  Wilberfbrce  summed  up,  in  thaJ 
following  pithy  sentence,  his  estinmte  of  its  apparent  tendency :  "  If  I 
I  had  staid  with  my  uncle  I  should  probably  hare  been  a  bigotcd«I 
desfiised  l^fethodist"     His  mother's  earlier  sagacity  foresaw  whafej 
her  son's  later  experienoo  discovered,  and  by  lier  ho  was  withdrawn;! 
from  Wimblnlon,  and  initiated  into  the  amusemcnte  and  luxcuieai 
of  his  native  city. 

The  escape  from  Methodism,  bigotry,  and  contempt,  was  complete. 
The  youth  sang,  danced,  and  feasted  with  the  wealthier  inliabitants 
of  Hull,  onduped  their  card  parties,  and  admired  their  strolling 
phiyers ;  and,  lest  tliea^t  spclld  should  be  too  weak  to  cast  out  Ihaj 
Whitfield  spirit  from  his  mind,  ho  wok  committed  by  the  aains 
maternal  prescience  to  tho  care  of  a  professional  exorcist  of  such'' 
demons.     He  was  a  sound  and  well-beneficed  divine,  a  poUahed 


gentleman,  aa  elegant  scholar,  and  tliD  mastor  of  the  endowed  gram- 
mar-acbool  uf  Pueklinjij^uu.  Tu  liiiu  his  pupil  \xaa  iudebied.  for  somo 
ge&eml  knowledge  of  polite  literature,  and  tor  an  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  beet  dinner  tAblea  in  tliat  part  of  the  county  of  York. 
From  this  easy  thiall  he  poj^aed,  at  the  age  of  aovcnteon,  to  St 
John's  College,  Cambridge,  nut  without  a  tincture  of  learning  moie 
than  BulHcicnt  for  the  plausibilities  of  the  literary  character  which 
he  was  there  to  sustain. 

Kg  better  choiwa  could  have  been  made,  if  the  object  of  his  resi- 
dence at  the  University  had  been  to  repre«a  any  aspirations  towarda 
scholarship  of  a  liiglier  order.  His  companions  were  hard-drinking, 
licentious  youths,  who*o  talk  was  even  worse  than  their  livea.  His 
teachers  did  their  best  to  make  and  to  keep  him  idle.  The  Btngle 
problem  proposed  for  hie  solution  was,  *'  ^\ily  so  rich  a  man  should 
trouble  himself  with  fagging  ?**  and  no  Johnian  Archimedes  could 
find  the  answer.  Euclid  and  Newton  were  abandoned  for  whist, 
and  Thucydidea  for  such  other  paatimoa  as  collegiate  dulness  loves 
best  With  a  great  Yorkshire  pie  crowning  his  tjible,  imd  with  wit, 
drollery,  and  song  ever  flowing  from  his  lips,  the  chiUl  of  fnrtnne 
passL-d  through  his  academical  wursti,  the  centre  of  that  neverfailing 
crowd,  whose  aim  it  is  to  eat  without  cost,  and  to  be  amused  without 
effort, 

"  Hint  complete  and  generous  edncation  which  fits  a  man  U*  per- 
form justly,  skilfully,  and  magnanimously  all  thft  offices,  both  pul> 
lic  and  private,  of  peace  andwar,"  waanuttoljeacquired  under  such 
teachers  or  among  such  associates.  Yet  scarcely  had  Mr  MMlberforco 
abaken  off  that  alliance,  than  he  entered  on  one  of  the  noblest  and 
m^^Mtt  difficult  of  those  offices,  Within  six  weeks  from  the  sumptuous 
celebration  of  the  day  on  which  ho  attained  his  majority,  he  found 
himself,  by  the  expenditure  among  the  electors  of  Hull  of  mure  than 
J6800D,  tlioir  representalivo  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

To  moke  laws  is  the  single  employment  of  adult  life  which  ia 
GFuppOded  to  require  no  preparatory  study ;  which  may  be  one  of 
the  teaaona  why  the  studies  of  half  a  hfe  are  too  little  for  the  right 
inUrpretation  of  such  laws  as  our  legislators  make.  The  yonng 
member  for  Hull,  consuions  as  bo  was  of  his  ignorance,  may  yet 
hare  sustained  hiuL^elf  with  the  conviction  that  he  would  meet  in 
Parliament  with  many  as  ill  provided  aa  he  was  with  political 
science,  and  scarcely  with  any  one  so  well  qualifitMl  by  the  mere  in- 
stinct of  natural  sagacity  to  discuss  any  question,  howcvin-  im- 
familiar,  or  to  adorn  it  by  the  embellishments  of  an  inBinuating 
Bddn->«s,  a  ])layful  fancy,  a  brave  self-reliance,  and  a  voice  wliich 
ruaembled  au  Eolian  harp  controlled  by  the  touch  of  a  St  C'^cilia. 
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Ff^  hai^.  indefid,  loinft  T.p  ij  Lcndiia  ^mrh.  wis  Iiia  mstic  sm^ 
piicity)  ■•  sVirFsd  Tfi:;h  !irrini«i:a  zo  pnvi;  die  iauhi?iiuii±y  -if  Eow- 
Ifty**  pfy^mg,"  unrxiisciois  thai,  imi'-iur  irt  zay  lir^le  iwaidiis  him, 
thft  -^.naf'.ni*  deliT^ipifi  in  "hft  piilpi:  --.t'  -Sc  itirv  Eediiiiife  wocld  hare 
Vi^*m  j'l.rt  an  weliy^me  in  a  'itibar.i  on  the  r-«r:iu:ieii:3  -iiactjTrred  in, 
hftT  r;-.TP*r.  ftrr;ok«»'3.  White's,  aatl  B.x<>'a  r^;trT-?«i  hhn  wirh  open, 
ArmA.  ''>*>T:zfi  SelTryn  stood  aenrinel  as  the  iipvubie  lo  keep  iway 
any  iTi^r;jri7-%  Jp^^d  adTice.  "Wiifa,  F:i.  Fitzc-atriek.  aad  siieiiiim 
he  fihattM,  or  piaj**!  at  <»rda  or  dice,  acnopiisir  »  tte  feaiziocT  of 
thft  moment.  His  -TOppers  w^re  taken  at  a  clab  of  which.  'William. 
Pitt,  l^,T'\  CfTtiTiiillfi,  xnd  Win^iiiam  wer^  aasi-iiioTis  mcmfaeis.  At 
a  HhAjtg^j^-riaJi  party  at  the  B^ar'a  Head  he  aiiniir»d  the  snrpossiiig 
hnllianrr/  of  Pitt,  "t?je  witrieat  man  "  (such,  is  hia  rei^ori  of  that 
t^f^Anyj  "  bft  *iT<;T  knew  ;  to  whose  mimi  erery  possible  combination 
of  idftM  !V:timtA  alwaya  present,  an-i  who  coold  at  once  pPDdace 
•wiiAt/iVfir  he  desired."  At  Wimble<ion  the  ghost  of  his  pic-us  aunt 
Tfii^^ht  have,  awakenwl  from  the  tomb  to  see  Lord  Harrowby,  her 
jif^.hf-rjv'^  jrii'-at,  alight,  not  long  before  snnn.%,  at  the  gates  which 
/mf'f:  VTfT*;  hfirs,  w^^ring  the  triangular  hat  whick  had  clang  by  ^im 
ftt,  the  OjKrra,  and,  not  long  after  the  ffun  had  risen,  "VTilliam  Pitt, 
ftf(Oth*-T  of  hia  gn^siU,  inda<!trionflly  sowing  her  once-loved  flower- 
)k-/1s  with  thft  fragment*!  of  it,  in  order,  aa  he  declared-  to  raise  a 
eroff  fif  nr^w  (>nt:H.  At  Burlington  Hoase  Mrs  Sheridan  sang  to  him 
"old  Kiij^linh  fwjnga  ang'dically."  At  Deronahire  House  lie  was 
)iirrirt«.|f  r'']fiirf:d  to  wing  by  no  mean  judge  in  rach  matters,  George, 
th'!  t/rfi  f:iiri'*ti«  i'rince  of  Wales,  fine  while  passing  an  CTening 
with  iVfni  Hiddonii,  at  another  exchanging  repartees  with  the  "charm- 
ing MrH  Cnswe,"  and  occasionally  speaking  with  applaose  in  St 
Kl-*',ph*'rrM  ChftjKd  (in  thrise  days  the  best  and  most  &shionable  of 
duliaiirig  «ociHiffH),  he  f]r>ated  with  the  gay  crowd  down  the  smooth 
I'.iirr'Tit  of  early  lifo,  until  the  reaignation  of  the  Shelbume  ministry 
Tf'Hl/'P'd  Mr  J'itt  tf)  IcJHurf;,  and  enabled  the  two  friends,  accompanied 
by  Mr  i'ilirjt  (rli^r  alike  to  both  of  them),  to  project  and  execute  a 
fiiiiriiri'T  f/iur  in  France. 

'i'liifi  "  Tiianih  of  the  allies  to  Paris  "  was  directed  through  the  an- 
ci'Mii  city  of  JUiftimfi.  As  the  schrxtl  in  which  the  future  minister 
rrf"  Knglarid  atnl  his  friends  were  to  study  the  French  language,  no 
plftim  cMiild  have  Wn  mnro  judiciously  chosen;  for,  as  M.  Guizot 
ttvu'licH  lis,  it  is  the  Bacnid  fountain  from  whence  have  flowed  all 
tlin  Hln-aiMH  nf  our  luodftm  civilisation.  Yet  in  the  year  1783 
iiht'iiiiH  ffii](f<l  to  impart  to  her  English  visitors  the  knowledge 
wliit'h  they  had  pn»iM»w;fl  to  gather  there.  "We  spent  nine  or  ten 
diiys  without  niuking  any  groat  pn^iress,"  says  Mr  Wilberforcs, 
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"  wliich,"  he  odds,  "  could  not  indocd  ho  oxpwted  of  \i9,  as  wo  «poko 
to  no  liianaii  being  but  each  other  and  our  Irish  courier."  Tcu 
years  Iat*jr  such  a  secret  conclave  of  forLMf^era  in  the  metropolis  of 
an  English  province  would  have  excited  the  jealousy  of  Mr  Pitt 
himself.  Little  marvel,  then,  that  in  the  capital  of  Champagne  it 
Btlractod  the  inquisitive  eye  of  M.  Du  Chatel,  the  Koyal  Intendant 
of  Police.  "Who  might  tbese  mysterious  strangers  be  ?  Were  they 
hatching  a  conspiracy  against  the  great  ally  of  Washington  %-' 
England  had  hitter  humiliations  to  avenge.  Or  wore  they  in  alli- 
ance with  Count  CaglioatTo  against  the  purees  of  h:a  most  Christian 
Miyesty's  subjects  1 — England,  impoverished  liy  war,  wos  the  too 
fertile  parent  of  swindlers  seeking  after  their  prey.  M.  Du  Chatel 
must  look  to  it ! 

There  was  at  Rheims,  in  those  days,  an  Abln5  de  Lfigeflrd,  "  a  ' 
fellow  of  intinite  humour,"  to  whom  the  Intendant  disclosed  his  sus- 
piciuits.  The  Abbi-  undertook  a  domiciliary  visit  to  the  intriguants. 
He  found  Ihem  as  full  of  humour  as  himseU^  liked  their  appunrance, 
their  manners,  and  their  talk,  and  ended  at  last  by  a  cordial  tender 
to  them  of  hia  good  services. 

Thei  son  of  Chatham  stood  then  in  urgent  need  of  such  subsidies 
as  ho  was  destined  at  a  future  day  to  lavish.  "  Hero  we  are,"  he  ox- 
claimed  to  the  fascinated  Abbt',  '*  in  Uie  middle  of  Champagne,  and 
can't  get  any  tolerable  wino  ! "  The  Abbe  was  moved.  In  his  own 
cellars  was  some  of  the  choicest,  and  it  crowned  his  hospitable  botudf 
during  five  or  six  succeasivo  hours,  for  the  exhilaration  of  his  Enghsh 
gaesta—a  symposium  doubtless  of  infinite  hilarity,  fearful  as  may 
havo  been  its  length,  to  the  ctmrteou-s  Frenchman. 

Kheims  began  to  assume  a  brighter  asiH^et.  Either  the  Aiture 
agitator  of  Europe,  or  the  future  liberator  of  Africa  (history  does  not 
eay  which),  haii  been  the  bearer  of  an  introduction  to  M.  Coustier, 
of  that  city,  from  the  great  Peter  Tlu'liusfviii,  and  to  the  hotel  of  M, 
Couslier,  their  coachman  was  directed  to  drive.  "  It  was  with  some 
surprise  that  we  found  him  "  (such  is  Mr  Willx-rforee's  contemporary 
narrative)  "  behind  a  counter  distributing  raisins.  I  had  hoard  that 
it  waa  very  usual  for  gentlemen  on  the  Continent  to  practise  some 
handicmfl  trade  or  other  for  their  amusement ;  and  therefore,  foe 
my  own  i>art,  I  concludod  that  his  taste  was  in  the  fig  way,  uud  that 
he  was  only  playing  at  grocer  for  his  amusement ;  and,  vieiving  the 
matter  in  this  light,  I  could  not  help  admiring  the  excellence  of  his 
imitation."  A  g^Jiuine  grocer,  however,  was  JI,  Coustier.  But  ho 
vas  im  hxtve  honims  to  boot,  and  at  the  request  of  milords  Anglais 
mounted  his  wig  and  swonl,  and  ushered  them  to  the  house  of  one 
of  his  best  customers  among  the  noblesse.     This  was  no  other  thoc 


K.  Ba  Chatel  himself.  '*  Eelationa  of  peace  aod  amity  '*  were  estnb*" 
lisliiid  between  the  Intendant  and  the  6U«i>6ct8.  He  introduced  Ihem 
to  th«  Art^libishop.  and  the  Archbishop  gave  thorn  "  two  very  giM»\ 
and  pleaiMuit  diiiiiors."  with  lui  iiivitatiou  to  spend  a  week  at  hi;i 
palace.  The  following  is  tliu  port-rait  whioh  Mr  WUbcribrce  hasbo- 
quoatbed  to  posterity  of  tliia  agreeable  prelate.  "Art^bbisUopa  in 
England  are  not  like  archbishops  in  France.  These  last  are  joUy 
fcUon's,  of  about  forty  years  of  ago,  who  play  at  billianb,  and  livu 
like  other  people," 

la  0(;tol>er>  Paris  opened  her  gales  to  the  three  mombors  of  the 
British  Parliament  Mr  Wilberforce's  memorabilia  of  their  sojoum 
thopp.  resemblo  the  brief  notes  so  often  found  in  the  hands  of  "  hon- 
ourable giintlemen  "  wh«n  rising  to  take  part  in  a  debate.  From 
these  fragments,  however,  we  collect  that  they  associated  with  Vo 
gBUues,  La  Fayette,  and  Mamiontf  1 — that  Ih&y  foUo^vi-d  the  court 
to  Foataineblcau — that  there  Afr  Pitt  hunted  the  stag  on  horseback* 
while  hia  cuinpanioiia  in  a  chaise  hunted  the  boar — that  Louis  XVL 
on  that  occasion  presented  himself  "  in  immense  boots,  a  dmiisy 
strange  figure,  of  tho  hog  kind  "—that  at  Madame  do  Polignac'a 
"  [Mjor  Marin  Antoinette  tlmtted  easily,"  and  rallied  them  vnth  in- 
quiries after  their  friend  M.  Coustier,  tho  tfpicier — that  they  poasod 
an  evening  with  Benjamin  Franklin — that  "all  the  menandwomea 
crowded  round  Pitt  in  shoals,  who  behaved  with  great  spirit,  though 
he  wua  sometimes  a  little  borod  when  they  talked  to  him  about  '*  the 
Parliamentary  Reform  "—and  that  he  was  at  length  rescued  from  Die 
crowd  of  his  admirers  by  Iris,  who,  in  the  shape  of  a  king's  messenger, 
suddenly  appeared  at  Pariij,  chai:god  n'ith  despatches  irom  the  Jupiter 
Ixmdoueni^is. 

Tlie  object  of  thiR  royal  summons  was  to  secure  the  aid  of  A[rPitt 
in  op]K)SLng  the  India  Bill,  and  in  turning  out  the  authors  of  it  He 
obeyai ;  and  in  the  struggle  in  which  he  was  soon  aftt-nvatds  en- 
gaged with  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  found  no  mora 
zealous  or  elTccUve  supporter  than  the  partaker  of  hia  amuseme&la  at 
Paris  and  at  Kheims. 

The  Coahtion  Ministry  was  now  the  one  object  of  popular  invective; 
and,  at  a  public  meeting  in  the  Castio  Yar<i  at  York,  in  March,  1784, 
Mr  WilherfoTCG,  in  a  speech,  welcomed  ^nth  the  loudest  plaudita, 
contributed  his  share  of  invective  against  the  Unholy  Alliance.  lu^ 
an  account  of  the  scene  wliich  he  transmitted  to  Mr  Ditndas,  Ja 
Boewell  described  it  in  terms  equally  characteristic  of  the  apeftkuf" 
and  uf  liiuiseli.  *'  I  saw,"  he  sa^'s,  "  what  seemed  a  mere  ehiimp 
mount  upon  the  table  ;  but,  as  I  listened,  he  grew  and  grew  nutu. 
the  shrimp  become  a  whale,'* 
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A  still  more  convincing  attestation  of  his  eloquence  on  tliia 
oc«asrinn  is  to  bs  fuiind  in  the  consequences  to  which,  it  led.  Mr 
WillK'rfurce  had  attended  this  meeting  mth  the  avowed  purpose 
of  defeating  the  influence  of  the  great  AMiig  faiuiliea  of  Yorkshire 
al  the  approaching  general  election,  and  with  the  imavoved  par- 
pofw  of  becoming  himself  a  candidate  for  the  county.  From 
•*  Wilberforce  and  Liberty,"  the  ct)'  raiaod  by  his  auditors  while  bo 
spoke,  the  trausitiou  waa  obvious  and  eaay  to  the  cry  of  "  Wilber- 
force for  Yorkshire  "  when  ho  concluded.  The  current  of  popular 
&vour  flowL'd  Htrongly  in  his  support,  for  he  appeared  aa  the 
tribune  of  tha  people  against  the  pjitricians  of  the  North  ;  ho  had 
oppOi^od  the  India  Bill ;  he  had  denounced  the  Coalition  ;  and  be 
eiydyod  the  personal  attection  of  Mr  Pitt,  theji  rich  in  hcrediUiry 
I  honours,  in  personal  renowii,  and  in  the  brightest  promisa  Lai^^e 
BubscriptioQS  defrayed  the  expense  of  the  conteat,  and  his  aristo* 
cratic  opponnnta,  without  veuturing  to  the  poll,  surrendered  b.i  him 
a  scat  which  he  continued  to  ocoujiy  vrithout  intermisaion  in  many 
auccessivo  Parliaments. 

"W'fth  this  memorable  triumph,  Mr  WUberforce  closed  his  twenty- 
fifth  year.  Ho  was  now  in  possession  of  whatever  could  exalt  tbo 
hopes  of  a  candidate  for  iame  on  the  noblest  theatre  of  civil  action 
•which  at  that  period  had  ever  been  thrown  open  to  the  ambition  of 
private  men.  But  tiie  appointed  hour  had  also  struck,  from  which 
a  new  direction  was  to  be  given  to  the  thoughts  and  the  pursuits  of 
.  this  favourite  of  nature  and  of  fortune. 

Accompanied  by  some  of  his  female  relatires,  and  by  Isaac  Ttlilncr, 
onu  of  his  two  earliest  tutors,  the  new  member  for  the  county  of 
York,  bbibre  appearing  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  that  capacity, 
undertook  a  journey  to  tha  south  of  France,  and  thence  tliruUj^'U 
Switzerland  to  Spa.  This  expedition  (interrupted  by  a  brief  rotum 
to  England  in  the  vrinter  of  1784-5)  was  extended  during  some 
months,  and  forma  a  memorable  era  in  his  life.  The  lessons  he  had 
hmrot  in  childhood  at  Wimbiodon,  had  loft  an  indoliblo  impression 
on  his  min<L  l*hu  dlssipaliou  of  his  subsequmit  days  liad  but  m- 
tarded  the  growth  of  those  seeds  of  e«rly  piety.  The  companions  of 
Im  youth  had  not  been  without  frequout  intiinatiuus  that  their  gay 
asaotnate  was  silently  revolving  deeper  thoughts  than  those  which 
formed  the  staple  of  their  ordinary  socJal  intercourse.  These  were 
now  to  take  entire  possession  of  his  mind,  and  to  become  the  life  and 
Biainftprings  of  his  future  existence.  ITie  opinions  of  Gcorgo  Wliit* 
field  had  found  a  mote  impressive  expositor  than  the  good  lady  who 
had  originally  inculcated  them  upon  him. 

Isaao  Milner  was  a  man  of  strong  native  sense,  and  of  no  ineon- 
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Birlerable  learning,  ard  would  pTobaWy  Lave  attained  to  celebrity, 
both  in  sriciK'*!  and  in  theology,  if  tho  too  r-arly  poiy^f-ssion  of  three 
rich  ecck'Kiustical  ami  acadt-iiiiQ  sinecures  had  not  enabled  him  to 
gratify  his  constitulioiml  indolenco.     In  a  narrow  collegiate  circle 
he  exercised  a  colloquial  despotism  akin  to  that  wliich  Samuel  Johivl 
Bon  had  enjoyed,  and  to  which  Samuel  Parr  had  aspired,  among  thu 
men  of  letters  and  statesmen  of  their  age.     But  Milner's  dogmaliancl 
■ffaa  relieved  "by  &  tenderness  of  heart  not  inferior  to  thai  of  the  great' 
lexie<^rapher,  and  was  informed  by  a  divinity  incomparably  more 
profound  than  that  of  the  grandiloquent  grammariaiL     lie  waa  among  * 
the  dearest  of  the  frionda  of  Mr  "VTUberlbrce,  aaid  now  became  hia^ 
epiritual  preceptor  and  guide. 

And  now^  our  narrative  has  reached  a  poinfc  at  which  the  ground 
over  which  we  have  to  pass  bccnmea  treinulona  and  tmstable.  If 
"WO  adopt  the  orthodox  style  of  the  Episcopalian  Churches,  we  must 
record  that  **  the  baptismal  seed,  long  dormant  in  the  soul  of  Isaoo 
Milnur'fl  pupil,  btgan  at  length  to  germinate  and  to  yield  it3  fruit" 
If  we  prefer  the  language  of  a  more  popular  theohigy,  it  must  be 
slated  that  "  the  couversion  of  Mr  "Willierforee  took  place  in  tho... 
twenty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  during  his  joiirney  to  Jl^ice.'' 
lliere  are,  we  doubt  not^  those  to  whom  each  of  these  forms  of  ^ 
speech  conveys  an  intelligible  meaning.  But  there  are  others  who 
can  percDive  in  iht-m  nothing  more  than  abtruse  metaphors  oe 
ihetorical  tropes ;  and  they,  in  a  deep  consciousness  of  their  own^ 
ignonuice,  referring  all  such  niysterif'S  both  to  that  revelation  of  Iha 
Divine  vriil  which  is  *'  written  with  ink,"  and  to  that  other  revelation 
of  it  which  is  written  "  on  the  fle«hy  tablefi  of  the  heart,"  will  learn 
from  each  of  those  revelations  that  the  human  mind  is  subject  to  a  sacred 
iiitliieuce,  which,  like  the  wind,  blowcith  where  it  listeth,  although  it 
be  given  to  none  to  discover  wlience  it  cometh  or  whither  it  goeth. 

It  is  a  fact,  which  few,  if  any,  aelf-obser^'era  will  deny,  tliat,  in 
the  interior  life  of  every  man,  there  are  occurrences  explicable  on. 
no  hj-pothesie  but  that  of  the  direct  intervention  of  the  iSupreme 
Uuler  of  the  Universe  for  Uie  spiritual  improvement  of  bis  nitional 
creatures.  Such  events  may  be  considored  either  as  parte  of  some 
grfat  prcdct4?rmined  system,  or  as  immediate  interpositions  of  the 
I)eity  in  particular  cases.  £ach  supposition  alike  refers  to  that 
Divine  origin  Uiose  salutary  changes  in  human  character  which  the 
least  thoughtfol  eo  often  notice,  and  which  even  the  most  dejiraved 
not  seldom  undergo. 

Such  a  change,  when  enduring  and  complete,  is  deaignated  in 
the  fiuiiiliar  ihec-logiii^l  terminology  as  "  a  new  birth  ;"  niul  if  it  be 
allowable  to  assign  a  definite  eense  to  a  phrase  so  much  darkened  by 


the  rhetnrical  nse  of  it,  '*  the  new  birth  "  may  be  said  to  consist  in 
the  progressive  cuineideaco  of  inaUnution  and  of  duly,  or  in  the  divorce 
of  obedience  from  aelf-<leniaL  A  slow,  a  laboriuua,  and  an  imperfect 
proceajj  indeed  with  the  best  of  us  !  Yet,  in  very  many,  an  evidRnt 
reality  atteated  by  the  uiftst  conclusive  proofs.  The  very  day-dreanis 
on  this  gubjectj  which  are  floating  in  most  minds  antl  in  mostsocieties, 
arc  themselves  a  suificient  evidence  of  the  existence  of  substantial 
things  on  which  they  rest  as  a  basis,  and  which  they  indistinctly  re- 
fiect  and  dimly  Hhadow  forth  to  mt. 

But  whoa  such  a  phenomenon  is  alleged  by  tho  biogiTiphera  of 
any  man,  they  are  bound  to  distinguish,  ils  clrarly  as  nmy  be,  be- 
tween his  nriginal  and  his  superinduced  character,  and  to  explain,  in 
nnanibigiious  language,  in  what  tho  new  man  ditl'cred  from  tho  old, 
A  hard  necessity,  if  not  a  desperate  attempt !  Yet  an  attempt  to 
"be  reverently  made,  if  we  would  not  dismiss,  unsolved  and  unex- 
amined, the  most  curious  problem  which  tho  life  of  >{r  Wilberforce 
miaes  or  suggeata. 

Man,  as  he  is  delineated  by  the  great  masters  of  fiction,  is  nuide 
np  of  elements  which  are  at  once  incongruous,  inhamionioua,  ccm- 
lUcting,  and  yet  compatible.  Man,  as  he  is  drawn  by  inferior  artists, 
ia  the  impersonation  of  some  one  doummnt  propensity  which  pos- 
»S08,  guides,  and  individualises  liim.  Thus  Lawrence  Sterne  haa 
filled  np  his  canvas  with  foar  figures,  each  of  whom,  like  one  of 
Juitnua  Baillio's  heroes  is  in  bondage  to  some  one  tyrannical  passion. 
To  Mr  Shandy  is  assigned  the  love  of  wisdom, — to  Uncle  Toby  the 
wisdom  of  love, — to  Corporal  Trim  heart-loyalty  to  his  captain, — 
and  to  Yorick  a  versatile  BjTiiixithj-,  by  which  the  humours  of  all  tlie 
rest  are  caught,  and  heightened,  and  rellected.  Shatspeare  or  Cer- 
vautes  would  have  known  how  to  blend  the  whole  gn^ip  into  one 
complex  man — a  composite  yet  not  irrccoacilahle  assemblage  of  dis- 
similar qualities — a  voritfible  unit  of  the  race  of  Adam.  Such  an 
imaginary  personage  would  have  borne  a  vivid  resemblance  to  the 
aboriginal  William  WUberforce. 

iJy  force  of  a  decree  preceding  his  birth,  ho  came  into  the  world 
predestined  to  be  the  centre  of  admiration  and  of  love  for  the  circle 
of  his  associates  In  it.  Nature  herself  endowed  him  with  that  genial 
warmth  and  graciousne^s  of  temper  which,  by  a  constant  succession 
of  spontaneous  impulses,  pours  itself  into  all  the  channels  of  social 
intercourse.  Towards  all  who  approached  him,  tho«e  kindnesses 
which,  nnlcss  when  innate,  are  unattainablo,  expanded  with  such  a 
happy  promptitude,  that,  to  borrow  a  well-known  eulogy,  he  might 
have  passed  for  the  brother  of  every  man,  and  for  the  lover  of  every 
woman,  with  whom  he  conversed. 
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Tliis  instinct  of  philanthropy  was  combined  with  a  merci] 
paioty,  aud  v,ii\\  that  exquisite  perception  of  all  the  pKiprieiiei 
life,  wliicii,  iu  me-americ  laugui^^,  places  cuJlivatoii  mUids  in  **»^ 
relation  nf  mutual  conscirniant^sa  towards  each  other."     Evfty  iqra 
which  followed  him  hoanied  with  the  lighU,  or  waa  darkened  by  tho  1 
Bhadnws,  which  playud  ovpt  hia  countenance  ;   and   his   leelinga, 
whether  grave  or  gay,  vibrated  through  every  point  of  the  circle  by 
which  he  was  Burrounded. 

The  basis  of  the  natural  or  indigenous  character  of  Mr  "Wilber^ 
force  was  laid  in  this  quick  fellow-feeling  with  other  men.  All  the 
restless  vivacity  of  Voltaire,  and  a  sensibility  more  profound  than 
that  of  Rousseau,  met  in  him  and  mutually  controlled  each  other. 
His  nsponeiyoneeB  to  the  joys  and  tho  sorrows  of  his  companions  1 
made  the  happy  and  the  wretched  his  captives  iu  theii-  turns.  But, 
though  ready  to  we^p  with  those  who  wept,  he  was  still  more  prompt 
to  ifjoiee  with  thoeo  that  rejoiced ;  nor  could  the  cla.stic  robtmnd  of 
his  heart  to  gladness  be  ever  long  repressed  by  any  hurtlien,  whether 
laid  on  others  or  on  himself. 

Society  was  not  merely  his  delight  or  liis  passion ;  it  was  the  ne- 
ceaaity  of  his  existence.  He  mixed  freely,  and  on  equal  terms,  with. 
all  the  men  aud  women  of  his  age  the  most  emiueut  in  wit,  in  gemua, 
anil  in  Iwiniing ;  and  tlrank  in,  with  Uie  keenest  rolish,  every  variety 
of  colloquial  eloquence.  Yet  ho  not  merely  endured  but  rejoiced  in. 
companions,  whose  absence  would  have  been  a  luxury  to  any  one  but 
himself  When  Pitt,  and  Burke,  and  JShcridan  were  not  to  be  hod, 
ho  would  take  the  mot>t  cordial  pleasure  iu  tho  talk  of  tho  mo 
woollen  of  liia  constituents  at  Leeds.  When  Madame  de  Stael  and 
Mrs  Crewe  were  away,  some  dowager  from  the  Caihedral  WTiist 
Club  bcfame  his  inspiring  muse,  and  for  the  moment,  would 
"herself  to  be  half  inspired.  Dulness  fled  at  Ids  approach.  The  i 
somnolent  awakened  at  his  presence.  Tho  hca\'ieEt  countenance 
caught  some  animation  from  his  eye.  "  The  liatleaa  prisoner  of  aa 
easy -chair"  gave  out  some  sparks  of  intellect  when  brought  into  ft 
friendly  collision  with  him. 

Reckless  is  the  liberality  which  bestows  rank,  wealth,  beauty,  i 
prowess  so  lavisMy  on  the  prenx  chevalier  of  romance.  He  enjoy 
XhonQ  exterior  advantages  at  the  expense  of  his  essential 
But  the  charm  exercised  by  ^Ir  Wilberforce  was  the  inherent  and 
indefeasible  attribute  of  tho  soul  herself.  Informed  by  hor,  tho  body 
whicli,  with  all  affection  and  reverence  be  it  spoken,  was  but  a  cari- 
cature of  the  human  form  divine,  became  the  ready  minister  of  all 
his  social  purposee,  and  tho  eloquent  interproter  of  all  his  emotion^.. 
Before  his  feUow-men,  that  diuunutive  and  fihapeless  fignio  bore  : 


Bolf  pnlhntly,  fis  if  clcvatetl  and  sustnineii  hy  oonsciona  worth.  To- 
wanls  the  other  sex,  hia  nttituiJu;^  and  luuks  and  heariug  nxpri'iWcU  A 
n^pect  and  a  t«mleme«A  so  h^rtfelt  and  eo  gratefal,  as  to  impart  to 
the  humblefit  woman  he  addressed  a  seiiiW  of  self-complaccucy ;  and 
as  to  fascmnto  thode  whci  were  themselves  the  most  skilfiil  in  the 
artd  of  fascination.  Bayanl,  accosting  a  damsel  of  the  House  of 
Longucvillc,  could  not  have  carried,  himself  with,  a  more  gentle  and 
generous  courtej*y. 

'Uteri?  is  an  o^ociation  of  cpjlain  indissoluble  ideas  which  degrades 
the  ]ti»trionic  art  in  general  eslvem,  yet  the  faculty  of  exhibiting  and 
exciting  every  hunwn  sentiment  is  a  power  which,  though  too  often 
dcsc<Tated  to  tlio  meanest  endfl,  may  bo  devoted  to  the  noblest^  Mr 
Wilberforce  was.  by  the  gift  of  nature,  amongst  the  most  consummate 
a<^lora  uf  bis  tinier  Imagine  Darid  Garrick — talking  not  as  a  mime, 
but  fri)iu  the  n>soun:es  of  hiH  own  uiiud,  and  the  impulses  of  his  own 
nature — to  have  (»ersonatt«d  in  Bomo  other  society  the  friends  with 
whom  lie  had  been  dining  at  the  Literary  Club, — now  uttering 
maxims  of  wltdom  with  Jnlinsonian  dignity— then  haranguing  vnth 
a  rnpturc  like  that  of  Burke — telling  a  good  story  with  the  unctioa 
of  James  Boswell^-cbuckling  over  a  ludicrous  jeet  with  the  ihild- 
like  glee  of  Oliver  Goldsmith — singing  a  ballad  with  all  tlie  taste  of 
Percy — reciting  poetry  with  the  classical  entbusiaam  of  Cumberland 
' — and,  at  each  successive  change  in  tlijs  interlude,  exhibiting  the 
amenities  of  Sir  Josliua — then  brood  a  while  over  this  supposed 
monopolyloguc,  and  there  will  emerge  an  image  of  the  social  William 
"Wiibcrt'iirce,  ever  the  same,  and  ever  multiform,  constraiuiug  his 
companions  to  Uugb,  to  weep,  to  odmiie,  to  exult,  and  to  meditate 
at  his  bidding. 

This  rare  f«licity  in  running  over  the  whole  scale  of  feeling,  and 
the  refinement  which  rescued  him,  at  each  successive  passage,  from 
everj  taint  of  aflectation  or  of  coarseness,  gave  to  his  discoorse  a 
far  deepei  interest  than  would  have  belonged  to  the  mere  words  ho 
uttered,  if  falling  from  auy  lips  but  his  own.  A  certain  air  of 
originality  embellished  the  most  trite  and  familial  of  his  obseri'a- 
tions.  lliere  was  still  an  impress  of  novelty  when  he  repeated  for 
the  twentieth  time  some  favourite  maxim,  or  told  over  again  some 
well-known  story,  or  resumed  the  discussion  of  yesterday  from  the 
very  Iteginning.  In  "  The  Doctor,"  Southoy  has  drawn  an  inverted 
pyramid,  the  narrowing  lines  of  which  represent  the  subsiding 
cadences  in  which  he  supposes  Mr  WUberforco  to  repent  the  words, 
"Poor  creature  1"  when  advised  by  the  anonymous  outhor  to  read 
his  book  on  a  Sunday ;  each  cadence  in  its  turn  being  m»mt  to 
convey  a  rebuke  in  which  kindness  and  acidity,  liking  and  dislike. 
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acquiescence  and  diasentf  meet  togctter  in  continually  vamng  pro- 
portion*. Now  this  is  hardly  a  bxirleaqno.  The  words,  howevex 
aimplo,  ■which  Mr  Wiibcrforce  selected  as  the  vehicle  of  any  poajdon, 
became,  in  bis  use  of  them,  as  rcpkt«  with  signiiicance  as  those 
homoly  pkrusGS  with  which,  Mrs  Siddoue  was  accustomed  to  awaken 
the  luuJest  eclioes  of  the  theatre,  llie  expression  "  Poor  creature  I " 
mcduliit.i'd,  and  varied,  and  playi'd  Trith,  as  he  would  have  managed 
it,  would  have  formed  an  exquisite  criticism  on  the  favourite  work 
of  the  Laureate,  with  all  its  gmocful  pathos  and  unmirthful  jocularity. 

In  the  age  of  Jekyll,  Mackintosh,  and  Sydney  Smith,  swiety  had 
no  member  more  popular  or  more  atlroctivo  thou  William  \Vilbtsp- 
force.  At  one  time  obeying  the  iiiipiU^e  of  the  moment,  at  another 
pursuing  tlue  train  of  his  solitary  musing,  he  passed  and  repassed 
from  the  merest  frolic  of  fancy  to  the  most  mature  contomi'lutions, 
the  same  simple-heartcKl  natural  man,  talking,  without  efl'ort,  or 
preparation,  or  diBguiae,  from  the  overilowing  of  his  mind,  altliough 
his  voice  and  manner,  and  the  whole  structure  of  his  dialogue,  were 
in  a  state  of  constant  vicissitude.  Yet  flrarcely  any  memorial  of  hia 
table-talk  has  survived  bim,  nor  is  it  difficult  to  e.\pkin  the  reason. 

"Wit  may  either  pervade  a  man's  conversation,  or  bo  condensed  in 
particular  passages  of  it,  as  the  electric  current  may  be  either  equally 
diffused  through  the  atmofiphf-re,  or  flash  across  it.  Mr  Willwrforca 
tumeil  on  every  topic  which  he  touelied  a  sort  uf  galvanic  strejun  of 
vivacity,  humour,  and  warm-heartedness,  wliich  tended  rather  to 
volutilise  and  lo  dispense,  than  to  consolidate,  the  substances  on 
which  it  fell.  lie  did  not  dwpose  of  a  laughable  incident  by  one 
tetse  and  pregnant  jest ;  he  ratlior  used  it  as  a  toy  to  be  tossed  about 
and  played  with  for  a  while,  and  then  thrt)wn  a-sidn.  Kven  his 
wisdom  demanded  a  certain  breadth  of  space  for  its  development ; 
for  it  incorporated  everj'  illustration,  pleasant  or  pathetic,  which  fell 
in  his  way,  and  left  behind  it  an  impression  more  delightful  than 
definite.  Being  himself  arauaed  and  interested  by  everytlung, 
whatever  he  said  became  amusing  or  interesting.  Sometimes  Traucia 
Bacon  would  supply  the  text,  and  sometimes  Sir  John  Sinclair  j  but 
whether  he  fudcd  the  pure  gold  of  the  sago,  or  brayed,  as  in  a  morter, 
the  criitohets  of  the  simpleton,  tJie  comment  was  irresistibly  charm- 
ing, though  no  memory  could  retain  the  glowing,  picturesque,  oz 
comic  language  in  which  it  was  delivered.  When  he  and  Sydney- J 
Smith  Ifift  the  same  diDuer-table,  their  companions  carried  away 
gome  of  the  solid  bidlion  of  wit  from  the  Canon  of  St  Paul's  to  do 
oxbibitod  in  other  company ;  but  from  the  member  for  the  county 
of  York,  recollections  whidi,  thougb  not  transferable  to  others  by 
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luiy  quotation  of  his  -wonls,  flwelt  with  themselvefl  as  an  exhilarate 
iag  influence,  like  that  of  some  joyous  carol  or  pungent  wthor. 

If  it  be  required  tUat  tho  eulogiea  on  hia  colloquial  powers  shoaltl 
be  jusliiied  mor^  distinctly  thaa  by  this  kind  of  geneml  description, 
tho  demand  wi]l  pt-rha]>8  he  l»8t  satisfied  by  referring  to  his  let- 
ters. It  must  in«!&ed  be  admitted  that  his  epistolary  stylo  is  far 
below  that  of  tlie  great  writers  in  tliat  kind,  and  below  his 
own  reputation ;  that  his  eport  is  not  very  graceful,  nor  hia 
tenderness  very  touching,  nor  his  gravity  very  impressive.  But  sup- 
pose a  man  continually  pouring  foi-th,  in  his  common  talk,  language 
as  brilliant  as  that  in  which  he  writes  to  Hannah  More,  or  as  play- 
fiil  as  that  in  which  he  rallies  Ivonl  Muncaster,  or  as  full  •of  deep 
meaning  as  that  in  which  ho  unbosoms  himself  to  William  Iley,  or 
as  afTet^tionato  as  the  style  of  his  letters  to  his  sons ;  and  suppose 
that  his  discourse  is  continually  embellished  by  tlie  most  perfect 
histrionic  ornaments  ;  and  the  supposition  will  render  Mr  Wilber- 
foTCe  audible  and  visible  to  the  imaginatii.'ijs  of  thuso  wlio  never 
heard  or  saw  him,  very  mach  as  he  was  to  tho  bodily  oigaiiS  of 
tliofic  who  lived  with  hini  in  a  familiar  intimacy. 

His  ano.ial  pa.ssion,  and  his  social  talenbt,  clung  to  him  oven  when 
he  quitted  the  tbrung  of  men  for  the  solitude  of  his  library,  Although 
a  stranger  to  all  the  exact  sciences,  whether  physical  or  moral,  and 
though  neither  bom  nor  educated  to  be  himself  a  great  author,  he 
was  yet  the  happy  comrade,  the  docile  pupil,  and  the  enthusiastic 
Admirer  of  the  greal'est  After  having  tost  the  siglit  of  one  of  his 
eyes,  and  while  sorely  annoyed  by  the  ailments  of  the  other,  h^  ran 
over  with  eagerness,  and  appreciatod  with  curious  felicity,  a  gn;ater 
body  of  literature  than  is  usually  compassed  by  those  who  iluvoto 
themselves  exclusively  to  lelt^irs. 

It  was,  indeed,  an  ill-assorted  and  heterogeneous  mass,  mode  up 
of  history,  morals,  philosophy,  poetry,  statistics,  e|)heiuera]  politics, 
«nd  theology  ;  yet  it  was  not  wtthoul  a  certain  unity  of  design  that 
these  were  all  in  turn  either  lightly  alcimmed,  or  diligently  studied. 
He  was  never  abandoned  by  his  human  atimtions,  even  when  his 
books  were  his  only  companions.  He  searched  Uiem  to  detect  the 
various  springs  of  human  action,  and  their  iuHuence  on  the  welfare 
of  the  great  brotherhood  he  loved  so  well.  He  learned  from  them 
to  understand,  and  so  to  benefit,  mankind.  Nor,  in  his  intercourso 
with  those  mute  teachers,  was  he  deserted  by  the  tricksy  Ariel,  who 
in8])ired  his  oarriage  and  his  talk  in  the  haunts  cf  living  men.  That 
brilliant  fancy  broke  out  into  a  ceaseless  co]lo<iuy  with  tho  grave 
masters  at  whose  feet  he  sat.     He  would  controvert,  interrogate,  or 
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applaud  in  the  fonn  of  marginal  notee,  when  he  vna  alone  ;  or, 
audilur  vras  at  haiid,  iii  »]ioken  comiuenU,  at  one  moiuunt  bo  aroh 
and  huima-nuR,  at  the  next  eo  Tv\<iT*int  and  aB«iuliouate,  and  Ihvn  so 
full  of  solemn  mwudng,  tliat  the  ausl4"re  foljo^  or  the  aaticj"  i>»iuphlet» 
iKfrflTDC  so  niftTxy  rliamrt^rH  in  a  sort  of  tragi-comody ;  iii  wliicb, 
bowe^'er,  there  was  usually  a  large  prepondemnce  of  the  droll  above 
tba  eerious. 

For  BO  arhitrnry  were  the  associations  of  his  ideas,  such  thv  pevelnr 
of  hia  aniniul  life,  and  so  tumultuous  the  How  of  Ms  thouj^lits,  that 
if  hi«  presence  liad  uot  been  iatal  tu  fatigue*  the  rapid  ti-ausiUons 
through  which  the  intCTlocntor  in  any  dialogue  with  him  was  hurni?-d, 
might  hare  perplexed  and  wearied  the  ino«t  patient  listonor.  In  liia 
most  playful  niuuds,  revenmce  for  all  that  he  esteemed  great  and 
holy  would  arrcgi  at  an  iiist&nt  the  riot  of  Ids  spirits ;  and,  when 
elevated  to  the  highest  con templa lions,  sume  odd  euoceit  would 
lighten  up  his  face  with  iinexpteted  smiles,  and  break  forth  in  a 
burst  of  contagions  meirrimeut 

It  was  (liftinilt  nr  imitossibln  to  take  a  doHhrrate  measure  of  the 
inlflk'ctual  stature  of  auch  a  companion  ;  nor  was  it  until  time  and 
diatanoe  had  subdued  the  power  of  the  charm,  and  dimini&bed  the 
accuracy  of  the  renieitibmnce  of  it,  that  tliey  who  lived  with  Lim 
coiUd  make  any  f^ucoestiiul  attem)>t  to  estimate  and  aiudyse  iJie  jtowetv 
by  which  they  had  been  daw.lt-d.  The  reaiilt  of  that  tardy  ctfort  was 
to  induco  the  conviction  that  the  master  of  the  spell  had  uot  re- 
ceived from  on  high  a  rommisj^inn  to  disclose  hidden  truth,  or  to 
tiirow  over  familiar  truth  the  mantle  of  a  creative  imagination— that 
he  never  held,  nor  could  ever  liave  attained,  to  a  place  among  phllo- 
Bophers  or  poets — and  that  nature  had  not  formed  him  for  patient 
unjuirj",  suspended  judgment,  ur  for  faith  in  the  glorioyin  nmWitioa 
of  liciion.  Hut  ii'  not  pvninUi'*!  t**  take  hia  stand  within  the  inner- 
niost  circle  of  genius,  he  derived  fmni  nature  mwh  rapidity  of  con- 
ception— fiuch  an  intuitive  insight  into  the  characters  of  other  jn<a» — 
such  a  sense  of  the  ludicnms  ami  of  the  teuder—a  wit  vaulting  so 
lightly  Acroas  his  whole  vii^ible  liorizon — and  so  anient  a  love  tot 
every  form  of  heauty,  as  justified  the  entlmsiivam  of  his  atUnirera, 
although  his  name  would  scarcely  have  dcs4!endwl  t<)  p<wtfirity  if  lie 
hod  devoted  himself  to  any  other  than  on  active  life. 

And  now,  whether  it  bo  more  titly  called  tho  tardy  ripening  of 
2»ptismal  seed,  or  an  early  conversion,  or  by  whatever  other  ilieolo- 
giail  term  the  event  may  be  most  properly  described,  it  came  to  paaB 
that  he  was  rotised  and  qualitifsl  fur  tliat  course  of  life,  by  the  great 
though  gradual  change  to  which  we  have  referr*"!.  "  To  bo  l»orn 
again "  ia  to  acquire,  not  new  powers,  but  a  new  tendency  of  the 


Kirh  ir«  derivfi  fnmi  naturt*.  "William  WUbi 
p^jrn  of  George  Selwj'n,  and  William  Wilberlorco  ihv  pupil  of  John 
Kewton,  were  uot  two  diflerent  men,  but  one  and  the  eume  man. 
Ttii  ))t«i  twi)  pri^f  {itore  did  nut  diH'er  luiip^  widrly  I'rnin  envh  otber 
tfaan  l»  differed  from  hia  former  aolf.  Bf  foro  him  hud  opened  a  new 
world,  »nd  within  him  n  new  creation.  Fmin  uii  iiiUixicating  in- 
tercourse with  human  society,  he  had  ■withdrawn  to  communo  irith 
tuxnsclf.  From  self-ucqunintaitcc  ho  hud  ascnnded  to  communicate 
with  i)w  eternal  HOtiice  of  liglit.  Faith  had  niveaU'd  to  him  t±ie 
LUusionfl  of  sight,  and  motives  had  sprang  up  in  his  mind  of  aa 
enitiyy  i»  some  defiree  commou»urato  with  the  invisible  realiUe* 
which  she  discloseil  to  him.  His  aorial  ftwlinga,  which  hatl  traversed 
tho  earth  unsatisfied,  now  found  their  resting-place  in  the  Kedcemer, 
who  hnnceforth  became  the  ever-present  ajwociate  of  hia  hopes  and 
purpoftea.  The  new  fabric  of  thougl)t«  and  of  affections  which  arose 
witldu  him  rested  on  a  basis  more  firm  than  be  had  ever  found 
before,  becausa  cemented  and  aostainni  by  diviue,  aa  well  aa  liy 
human,  lore. 

It  Tras,  indeed,  with  deep  dejpction  and  a  protracted  Rclf-r«nfli(A, 
that  vheae  new  habit«  of  mind  were  formed.  Gmdnallv  and  surely, 
however,  the  joyful  spirit  of  the  man  rc-aasumed  its  dominion 
0T6r  him.  The  frolic  of  earlier  ,vearv  had  eubuided,  and  hia  gaiety 
aagumed  a  more  cautious  and  a  oentler  chanu:ter.  Rut  as  his  sdf- 
govemment  f<utnixl  etrenf|;tb,  and  as  peace  dilTuscd  her  holy  calm 
over  him,  he  rose  to  tlie  enjojrment  of  that  perfect  freedom  in  which 
erea  bit  constitutional  hilarity  could  indulge  and  disport  itself. 
Still  sadneas  flew  at  his  approach  ;  and,  though  the  moat  devout 
of  men,  his  mirlh  waa  as  oxhilartitiug  w  the  tirst  laughter  of  child- 
hood. 

God  was  in  all  his  thoughts.  His  piety  was  allied  not  only  to 
hia  eerioua  pursaitu,  but  to  all  the  daily  pleasures,  and  even  to  the 
whims  and  amuscmente  of  life.  Inhabiting  at  once  the  visible  and 
the  invisible  worlda,  be  rejoice<l  over  bia  bright  heritage  in  each. 
From  tho  passing  shadows  of  earth  to  the  endnriag  sub^taucea  of 
heaven,  from  secular  cares  to  devotional  exercises,  he  moved  witii 
such  unexpected  rapidity,  that  the  web  of  his  discourse  would  aoroe- 
timea  appear  to  be  of  an  inoongnious  colouring  and  texture.  But 
this  fuHtun  of  religious  and  wtirldly  thoughts  enlianced  the  spirit 
with  which  he  performed  every  duty,  and  tho  xest  with  which  he 
welcomed  every  enjoyment 

Faintly  as  any  portnuture  can  represent  Mr  Wilberforce  in  his 
relations  with  other  men,  it  is  altogether  impoasible  that  he  tUinuld 
be  properly  delineated  in  these  dearer  aud  more  sacrad  rclatiuns 


WILLUJC  Wn^BRFORCB. 


•which  he  had  now  formed.  If  any  one  shall  refer  to  mere  en- 
thusiasm, the  b(;Iief  that  the  rcgencrato  heart  maintains  a  real, 
although  it  Iw  a  hidden,  intercourse  with  a  Being  who  has  taken 
tip  His  abode  there,  we  shall  leuve  tlie  censor  in  undisturbed  pos- 
session of  Ilia  incredulity.  If  he  shall  deny  that  any  sound  xaind 
can  entertain  auch  a  belief,  we  shall  bo  content  to  assure  him  that 
there  are,  in  the  character  of  man,  mysteries  of  which  he  has  u 
yet  no  knowledge.  But  if  he  shall  assert  that  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  soul  and  the  in-dwelling  Paraclete  cannot  be  recorded 
by  the  written  confessionB,  experiencei;,  or  revelations  of  any  self- 
obeerver  whatever,  we  Lave  no  contnjveray  with  him,  but  the 
xeverae. 

It  was  the  habit  of  Mr  "Wilberforco  to  transcribe  in  a  private 
jnumni  the  reKiilta  of  a  most  unsparing  self-examination,  not  un- 
mixed with  some  passages  from  those  pmycrs  in  which  be  was  en- 
gaged "  without  ceasing."  The  extracts  trom  those  manoscripta 
■which  hia  biogniphers  have  piiblishert,  bear  tlie  impreas  of  the  most 
perfect  aincerity.  They  attest  liis  exqiiiaite  tenderness  of  conscience^ 
his  constant  senec  of  prc-simt  Deity,  a:irl  his  intense  solicitude  for  an. 
entire  conformity  to  ths  Divine  will  Doubtless  these  were  inestim- 
able aids  to  himself  in  bis  daily  retrospect  of  his  otm  spiritual  pro- 
gress. But,  having  servt^d  tliat  purpiuie,  would  tliey  not  hare  been, 
more  wisely  committed  to  the  flames,  than  to  the  press  1 

Such  publications  too  often  foster  in  t.hoso  who  read  them,  a  rank 
undergrowth  of  hj-pocrisy.  For  one  man,  who,  like  Mr  "Wilber- 
force,  will  honestly  endeavour  to  lay  bare  on  paper  the  course  of 
his  lifu  and  the  state  of  lus  heart,  onu  hundred  will  make  tlie  Komo 
attempt  dishoiieally,  having  the  fear  or  the  hope  of  the  biugrtipher 
"before  their  eyes.  How  fluent  the  acknowledgment  of  those  faults 
■which  the  reader  will  certainly  regard  as  venial,  while  he  admires 
the  sagacity  which  has  detected,  the  humility  which  has  condemned, 
and  the  integrity  which  has  acknowledged  tiiem  I 

Such  disclosures,  whetlter  made  to  the  confessor  or  to  the  world 
at  large,  are  at  best  an  illusion.  Ko  man  has  such  an  insight  into 
his  o«m  circumstances,  motives,  and  actions,  or  such  leisure  for  de- 
0cribing  them,  or  such  powers  of  description,  as  to  be  able  to  aflbrd 
to  others  the  means  of  estimating,  with  any  approach  to  accuracy, 
the  exact  merit  or  demerit  of  any  one  of  his  steps  (and  comitless 
are  the  millions  of  those  steps)  in  his  whole  moral  and  religious 
course. 

Or.  if  the  dissection  of  any  man's  soul  could  be  completely  effect- 
ed, what  eye  but  must  turn  away  from  the  spectacle  1     Wisely 
the  Church  proclaimed  the  sanctity  of  the  coK^easionoL     AV'ho  won 


wish  or  dare  to  study  tliia  morbid  anatomy  t  WTio  would  not  loallj'i 
ihe  knowledge  with  which  the  nieuiorj-  of  the  priH8thc>orl,  who  study- 
it  profbeaonally,  ia  soilc-d  aud  burlhoned  1  ^Vho  has  courage  enough 
to  tell  how  for  our  mutual  oiTuctioQ  and  esteem  may  depend  on  oar 
imperfuet  knowledge  of  each  other  1  The  aamo  crcatiTo  wisdom 
which  sheltere  from  everj-  human  eye  the  processes  of  oar  animal 
frame,  has  shrouded  Irom  observation  the  workings  of  our  epiritual 
atnicture.  The  lowly  and  the  contrite  heart  is  a  slirine  in  which  He 
who  itihnbiteth  etnmity  condescends  to  dwell,  but  in  which  any 
other  presence  would  he  an  agony  and  a  profanation. 

We  have  tliree  judgea — our  Maker,  ourselves,  and  our  neighbour. 
Tlie  first,  looking  on  the  heart,  adjiidicatea  tnlallibly.  The  aecond^ 
fsom  n  comparison  of  acts,  and  of  motives  imperfectly  uodersiood, 
determined  inferautially.  Tlie  thinl,  olvierviiig  only  tliu  outward 
conduct,  decides  hypoUietically.  He  wlio  knew  what  was  in  man, 
confined  us  to  the  nse  of  a  single  clue  in  forming  any  such  hypo- 
thesis—"By  their  fhiita  ye  shall  know  them."  Wiether  we  study 
Mr  Wilberibrce,  or  any  other  human  model,  it  is  safest  to  follow 
this  clue,  and  this  alone. 

Exceedingly  diasimilar  in  abundance  and  in  flavour,  are  the  fruits 
to  he  gathered  from  the  different  branches  of  the  \'iue,  wliich. 
spreading  out  tn  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  suppliefl  witli  nutiimenb 
from  the  wime  prolifi-.:  slem,  are  yet  all  more  or  leas  propped  on 
some  forei^  stay.  Some  of  those  boughs  bang  like  creepers  liom 
a  still"  lattice-work  of  forms  and  ceremonies  ;  snd  then  the  fruit  is 
dry  and  pfimrious.  Others  cling  fi^  support  to  the  austere  aisles  of 
conventual  asceticism  ;  and  the-u  the  produce  is  harsh  and  unpalat- 
able. Others,  again,  sink  down  and  sustain  themfielres  on  a  certain 
stunted  and  coarse  sbnibbery  of  irreverent,  sonsuoua,  and  erotic 
familiarity ;  and  then  the  vintage  becomes  watery  and  luscious^ 
Bat  some  abide  in  the  all-sustaining  and  animating  trunk,  with  the 
firmest  hold  and  in  the  closest  union,  and  then  the  grapes  tliey 
yiehl  are  ponderous  and  racy,  like  the  chwtcra  of  Esbcol,  glowing 
with  the  richest  bloom,  and  redolent  of  the  moat  grateful  odours. 

The  interpretation  of  the  parable  is  to  be  found  in  eveiy  page  of 
the  five  volumes,  in  which  two  of  the  sons  of  Mr  Wilberibrce  have 
recorded  the  life  and  writings  of  their  father.  Tried  by  literary 
laws  alone,  they  mnst  be  condemned  as  overladen  with  a  mass  of 
superfluous  details.  But  that  redimdance  was  indispensable  to  an 
effect  of  a  for  higher  kind  than  any  more  artist  ever  had  in  view. 

In  these  annals,  or  rather  in  this  annual  register  of  Mr  Wilber- 
force's  octs,  the  unity  of  design  consists  in  the  oonstant  exhibition 
aud  prominence  of  uue  great  truth  whicli  it  in  impoaeible  to  exprem 


(86 


WTLUASr  HILBEltFOttCei 


aright,  except  in  the  words  of  an  inspired  Apt^stle.  It  is  the  story 
of  a  life  "hidden  with  Christ  in  God"  "What  that  hidden  life 
really  was  in  the  person  of  William  AVilbcrforce,  none  hot  himself 
eould  knov,  and  few  indeed  could  even  ^flaiudbly  eoi^octore.  But 
even  they  who  are  the  least  able  to  solve  the  enigma,  may  oeknow- 
kdge  and  feel  that  there  waa  some  secret  spzing  of  action  on  whiclt; ; 
his  strength  was  altogether  dependeut 

It  is  indeed  needleas  to  all^f^  any  mystery  (except  as  all  things  I 
are  myBterioos)  to  Bcocnmt  for  the  more  obTious  phunomemi.     It  f 
was  no  marvel  that  a  man  of  great  talents  rejoiced  to  exercise  and.'! 
exhibit  them  in  tho  House  of  Conmious ;  or  that  a  gentleman  off 
laigB  estate  maiutajned  his  parliamentary  inde|>endence ;  or  that  aj 
penon  of   extraordinary  powers   of   conveitfiuiion  delighteii   in   a 
generous  hospitality  ;  or  that  so  fortunate  a  hoi^hAud,  fallior,  brother, 
and  frieud,  was  perfectly  amiable  in  thniw  relations,  and  kind  and 
temperate,  just  and   true,  in  his  dealings  witli   the  outer  world. 
To  tltt!  eye  ranging  over  thu  mere  surface  of  society,  the  mafit«r  of 
almost  evcrv'  wcU-funushed  mansion  appeore  like  an  undistingoiab* 
able  monad  in  the  v^t  and  decorous  company  of  the  obliging  and 
the  respectable. 

But  among  the  iaake  to  which  frail  roan  is  aubject^  there  is  none 
to  which  his  unaided  strength  is  more  unequal,  than  that  of  passing 
many  years  among  these  Icgrt-imftto  af'vjinragRs,  wthout  over  brfng 
held  in  bondage  by  their  enen'ating  influence.  Horse-hair  shirts 
and  a  scourge  Dorr  the  rebeJlious  flfsh,  monastic  rule  for  the  haughty 
apiiit,  poverty  for  the  proud  of  purse,  and  for  stlf-idolalors  edlenoe 
aiid  seclufliou !  But  what  is  the  outward  disdpline  for  him  who, 
bidden  to  travel  on  the  highways  of  life,  can  take  no  step  hoaven- 
wards,  unbeaet  or  unob«tractcd  by  wealth,  power,  admiration,  and 
popularity?  TIow  shall  faith  prwier\'e  her  dominion  over  him  to 
whom  the  world  is  daily  olfering  whatever  can  most  kindle  th«<| 
imagination,  engage  the  understanding,  or  gratify  ambition  ? 

There  is  but  one  such  corrective.  It  is  to  he  fouml  iu  that  un- 
broken communion  with  the  indwelling  God,  in  which  Mr  Wilbop- 
fbrce  habitually  lived.  Ho  *'  enJtirfd  as  seeing  Him  who  is ! 
inviaiblo,"  anrl  as  hearing  Him  who  is  inaudible.  AVhen  most  im- 
mersed  in  political  cares,  or  in  social  enjojiiientfl,  ho  invoked  and 
obeyed  the  voice  which  directed  his  path,  while  it  tranquilR-fcd  his 
Blind.  That  voice  was  still  at  hand  to  soften  liis  most  indignant 
inTectives,  and  to  disarm  his  parliamentary  polemics  of  all  their 
hittamess.  It  rwlured  his  most  impassioned  statements  to  the 
severe  measure  of  truih.  It  chained  down  to  many  an  irku'Uie 
study  a  mind  dispoeed  to  flutter  about  eveiy  topic,  and  to  fasten 
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upon  none.  It  rendered  him  most  tolerant  of  honest  mediocrity 
and  well-meant  dulness,  though  he  was  one  in  vhom  ercry  HparV  of 
gvnius  instantly  kinilled  a  sympathetic  flash.  It  made  the  keenest  of 
crElics  tht'  moet  charitable  of  judges:  It  confined  to  well-chosen 
chaiiiieU  tlie  stream  of  Ujunty  whir.h  his  large  hnut  vcas  willing  to 
lioiir  pn)(h«eiy  into  alL  It  rendered  every  wmoti'at  interest  of 
liumauity  eacrcd  to  him,  although  he  wa«  placod  in  eunatant  and 
immediato  contact  with  whuU-vcr  oould  most  excite  his  aelf-tove  or 
his  domestic  aiTcctions.  It  enabled  him  to  ooncontrate  his  ben«vo> 
lencB  within  tlie  narrow  precincbi  of  bis  own  bouse,  or  of  any  adjacent 
cottage,  wliile  ho  was  expanding  his  vision  to  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
aiLd  to  remot6«t  porfUritifd.  It  at  oiicij  chastised  and  animated  the 
happy  temperament  with  which  ho  Riirveyed  the  ways  and  the  works 
of  men,  and  tempered  without  blunting  the  edge  of  the  playftil  wit 
with  wliieh  ho  depictol  tlicm.  It  taught  him  to  rejoice,  as  a  chUd, 
in  the  presence  of  a  KathcT  wliom  he  much  loved  and  altogeither 
tnistcnl,  and  \vboa^  approbation  was  infinitely  more  than  an  equiva- 
lent for  whatever  reatrunl,  8ell'-<leuial,  labour,  or  sacrificp,  ubedicncfl 
to  Itis  will  might  rcndiT  neceasary. 

And  thus  were  cnmbinod  and  reconciled  the  moat  profound  sense 
of  the  vanity  of  human  pursuit*,  and  the  most  lively  interest  in 
tliem  all  Obej-ing  the  precept  which  Mr  Taylor  has  given  to  hia 
"Statesman,"  he  observed  a  sabbatical  day  in  every  week,  and  a 
sabbatical  hour  in  every  day.  llio^  days  and  hours  gave  him  bock 
to  the  world,  not  merely  witli  recruited  strength,  but  in  a  spirit  the 
most  fa\-oiinible  to  the  right  diaehargB  of  hia  worldly  duties.  Tilings 
in  themselves  the  m<i»t  trivial,  weariaome,  or  oven  offensive,  had.  iu  his 
solitude,  assumed  a  solemn  interest  fmm  their  connection  with  the 
pnisenl  or  the  fnturo  happiness  of  mankind,  while  the  alluring 
objects  of  human  ambition  batl  been  brought  into  humiliating  con- 
trMt  with  the  gn'at  ends  for  which  Ufa  is  given,  and  with  the  im- 
mortnt  hoped  by  which  it  t>hould  bo  sustained.  Nothing  can  be  more 
hL-aitf<-lt  than  the  delight  with  which  he  breathed  the  pure  air  of 
th«s6  devotional  retireuientA  Nothing  morfi  soothing  than  the 
ttuiquillity  which  they  diHusod  over  a  spirit  haraaseil  with  the  con- 
flicts and  tlie  vexatiuns  which  track  tho  path  of  all  who  labour  in 
the  service  of  the  commonwealth. 

In  such  labours  Air  Wilberforce  was  sometirocs  precmled  or  fol- 
lowed, bat  was  always  accompanied,  by  that  section  of  the  Cliiurcli 
(the  word,  in  our  use  of  it,  embraces  all  Christian  people),  which 
hojn  either  assumed  or  acquired  the  distinctive  title  of  "  Kvangclical." 
They  claimed  him  as  thmr  champion  and  leader,  and  not  nnjustly. 
And  yet  the  great  change  of  character  which  be  underwent,  would 
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■be  most  unfairly  lepresented  aa  a  mere  p&asiDg  over  to  their  camp. ' 
Ho  waa  exempt  from  bondage  to  tbat,  or  to  any  other  religious 
party.     Except  iii  his  iiiimutablo  attachment  to  tho  grfot  funJa- 
mental  doctrines  of  the  OoapL*!,  he  was  very  much  a  lalitudiiiarian. 
Though  coiifonning  to  the  ritual  of  the  Church  of  England,  ha  1 
occasionally  attended,  the  public  woralup  of  those  who  di^ent  fromj 
her  communiun,  and  maintained  a  constant  and  afTcctdonate  foUow-1 
ship  with  many  of  them.     He  tmvelled  the  highways  of  life,  and] 
conversed  freely  with  all  who  thronged  them.     He  knew  little  oi 
poleuiiiyi]  divinity,  and  seemed  to  care  for  it  but  little.     ITis  heart'l 
must  quickly  have  ovcrloapt  the  bounds  of  any  narrow  eccle-siaatical - 
allianct!  which  he  mi^^ht  have  contnictctL     His  catholic  spirit,  8u»>| 
toiucd.  by  a  ready  and  capacious  I'uith,  was  euldom  harassed  by  oou-J 
troversy  or  ovcrclomled  by  scepticism.     Ko  man  ever  sought  out 
the  meaning  of  the  sacred  writtrs  \vith  more  con«;ientioua  care,  andi 
none  ever  acknowledged  their  divine  authority  with  a  more  cUUdlike 
docility.     Fimling  in  his  own  bosom  an  echo  to  every  doctrine  and 
every  precept  of  the  Gospel,  he  wisely  and  revercntly  received  this 
evidence  of  their  truth,  and  instead  of  consuming  life  in  a  protracted 
and  still  recurring  scrutiny  into  the  basis  of  his  belief,  he  busied 
himsell  in  enjoting  on  it  a  superstructure  of  piety  and  active  benevo- 
lence.   Having  solemnly  consecrated  his  days  to  the  culture  and  im- 
provement of  his  own  spiritual  nature,  and  to  the  advancempnt 
human  happiness,  ho  left  it  to  men  of  a  leas  favoured  destiny  to  de 
bate  the  government  of  the  Churches,  or  to  untivist  the  finer  intric 
cics  of  Uieir  creeds.  '*  llie  reformation  of  manners,  and  the  abolitiool 
of  the  slave  trade,"  ha^'ing  been  deliberately  selected  as  his  appro- 
priate province  of  public  service,  he  gave  up  to  the  faithful  diacharge 
of  it  every  energy  of  hia  renovated  soul,  until  lal^iur,  age,  and  in- 
Umitty  dissolved  his  mortal  pri^n-hoiisc,  and  act  him  free  to  por-j 
take  of  a  purer  and  more  perfect  renovation. 

"  Seated  in  the  open  air,  at  the  root  of  an  old  tree,  in  Holwond 
just  above  the  steep  descent  into  the  valley  of  Keston."  Mr  WilboB 
force  discussed  with  Mr  Pitt  the  probabilities  of  success  in  a  warfart"" 
against  the  slave  trade ;  and  rose  from  that  conference  willi  a  settled 
resolution  to  take  tho  earliest  opportunity  which  might  present  itself 
of  announcing  tliat  design  to  the  Houbc  of  Commons. 

This  was  no  sudden  impulse.  While  yet  a  schoolboy  at  Pockling- 
ton,  he  had  contributed  to  a  newfspapcr  then  publishwl  at  York,  a 
letter,  protesting  agiunst  "the  odious  traffic  in  human  flesh."  That 
early  impression,  horn  whatever  sourc*  derived,  had  deojwned  with 
increasing  age.  During  the  first  six  ymnj  of  hia  parlhimentary  life, 
he  bad  iuatiluted  many  inquiries  into  the  leal  state  of  our  oolouial 
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elAvery,  and  haA  conceivod  and  avowetl  the  hope  that  h<*  should  live 

L  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  the  African  race.     Ho  Imd  inv(>stigntp>d  tliia 

^gigantic  evil,  and  had  debated  the  arduouij  rtimcdy  vnih  Jtanvs 
Bamsay,  the  tint  confessor  and  proto-martyr  of  tim  fdith,  and  with 
Ign;iti«3  I^tnilie,  the  tiret  of  the  ini^rtiotiaries  who  raimiwl  the 
Iminnr  of  the  Cross  against  it,  and  with  ty'it  Charh's  and  Ij:idy 
inddloton,  who  bad  convenr^l,  in  their  mansion  in  K<?nt,  tho  firet 
council  ever  held  in  this  kingdom  fur  the  gathering  and  condnct  of 
thi«  now  croaado. 

In  later  days,  agitJitiou  for  llie  aiM-'ompUtthment  of  great  poUticul 
objocts  has  taken  a  place  among  social  arts.  But  sixty  years  since, 
it  was  among  the  inventions  HlumherLiig  iu  the  wunih  of  ttmf,  taught 
by  no  professor)),  and  illustmtMl  by  no  examples.  AVo  have  livwl 
<  see  many  of  the  moat  ancient  and  solid  editions,  erected  by  the 

^  visdom  of  oar  anceetors,  totter  at  the  blast  of  leagnea,  aasociationa, 
speeches,  reports,  and  editorial  articles,  like  the  towers  of  Jericho 
falling  before  the  rams'  liorus  of  Joshua.  But  when  Mr  Wilber- 
forcc  and  his  frieudii  met  to  deliberate  on  their  enter[>ri8e,  tlio  con- 
trast between  the  magnitude  of  their  design  and  the  poverty  of 
their  rosonrcoa,  demanded  a  faith  scarcely  inferior  to  that  which  en- 
coumged  the  invaders  of  Palestine  to  assault  wiUi  the  sound  of  their 
trumpets,  the  towers  built  up  hy  the  cliildren  of  Autik  to  the  hea- 
vens.    Truth,  indeed,  and  justice  were  on  their  side ;  and  in  the 

Fflower  of  his  youth,  his  eloquence,  and  his  fame,  Mr  Pitt  had  given 
the  bright  augury  of  bis  aiibi-sion  to  tliPir  causk-.  But,  after 
twenty  years  of  ceaseless  controversy  had  rolled  away,  the  most 
eangnine  of  them  was  constrained  to  ^'  stand  in  awo  of  the  powers 
of  falsehood"  and  of  commercial  cupidity,  and  to  acknowledge, 
that,  in  effecting  so  great  a  deUverance,  God  would  not  employ  the 
rulers  nor  the  mere  rhetoricians  of  the  world,  but  would  use,  as  Hid 
instruments,  His  own  devoted  servants  —  men  able  to  touch  in  the 

u  bosoms  of  others  the  sacred  springs  of  action  which  were  working  in 

Itheir  own. 

Among  the  foremost  iu  this  holy  war,  the  names  of  Gramille 

Pfilurpo  and  Thomas  Clarkson  an.>  ever  to  he  mentioned  willi  pcctUiar 
reverence.  To  the  former  was  coiumi'ted  the  presidency  of  the 
society,  charged  with  the  duly  of  collecting  and  diffusing  informa- 
tion rcsjNNtting  the  real  chanwf*rr  of  the  slave  trade.  Mr  Clarkfli>n 
became  the  zealous  and  indefatigable  ageikt  of  that  body.  To  Mr 
Wilborforce  was  aiwigned  the  general  superintendence  of  the  cause, 
both  in  and  out  of  Parliament. 

In  1789  he  first  proposed  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  to  tJie 
House  of  Commons,  in  a  speech  which  Hurke  rawartled  with  one  of 
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those  imperisliablc  eulogies  which  he  alone  had  tho  skili  and  thai 
Qulhoriiy  to  pronounce.  But  a  Ttctoiy  over  Guinea  merchnnls  waal 
JHit  to  be  nuiu^wred  auiongBt  the  Iriujupha  of  eloquence.  Unable  toi 
withiitand  the  current  of  popular  feeling  which  the  novelty,  oa] 
much  OS  the  naturv,  of  the  prfjjwsul  had  Blirrcd,  tliey  BOf^cionslj 
repolvwi  to  await  the  subsidence  of  this  unwonted  enthustasin  i 
soliciting  only  a  auppension  of  the  measure  until  PaiiiameBfi 
should  be  in  possession  of  the  &cts  which  they  undertook 
substantiate. 

To  this  Fabian  policy,  ever  changing  in  its  ssiwct,  but  unifonn| 
in  its  dpsigii,  the  shive  tra»3pra  were  indebtM  fur  the  prolongation  i 
their  guilty  commeree.  Nearly  two  years  wore  wom  away  in  thai 
examination  of  their  ivitneseea ;  and  when  Mr  WUberforce  had,  with" 
dilliculty,  succeeded  in  transferring  the  inquiry  from  the  bar  of  tha 
Hou!«  of  Commons  to  the  loss  dilatory  tribunal  of  a  Select  Com- 
nlil^:^e,  he  had  still  to  sUniggle  laboriously  for  permission  to  produce 
t€'8timony  in  refutation  of  the  evidence  of  his  antagimista.  It  wa«^ 
not,  therefore,  till  April,  1791,  that  the  question  of  the  abolition  of 
the  trade  was  directly  brought  to  issiio ;  when  a  proof  was  given  of  I 
the  foresight  with  which  the  Guinea  meiichants  bad  colcuIatL-d  on  I 
the  gradual  aubeidence  of  the  public  indignation.  Ominous  were 
the  forebodings  with  which  the  friends  of  Mr  WUberforce  looked 
fonvartl  to  the  apjiroaching  debate  By  the  Muster  of  St  John'i 
Colle^je,  Canihridgis  l»is  position  was  coiupiired  to  that  of  "  Epis- 
copius  in  the  infamous  syno<i  of  Dort;"  while  John  "Wesley  ex- 
horti-d  him  to  proceed  to  the  conf!ii;t  as  a  new  "  Atluutasins  eonira 
initritiu?/i."  llioBe  <Iivine-8  had  well  interpreted  the  temper  of  the 
times.  Tlie  bIhvo  traders  triumphed  by  an  oTcrwhclming  majority. 
lu  the  political  tumults  of  those  days  the  voice  of  hmconity  was  no 
longer  audible,  and  common  sense  had  ceased  to  discharge  its  ofHce. 
The  bod  faith  and  fickleness  of  the  French  Government  had  in- 
voive<l  St  Domingo  in  confusion  and  bloodshed ;  and  because  tha 
elements  of  nocioty  had  broken  loose  in  that  colony,  it  was  judged 
dongerous  to  arrest  the  accumulation  of  tha  materials  of  similar  dis- 
cord within  our  own  !  Even  Mr  Pitt  ai'owed  his  opinion  that  it  wot 
wise  to  await  more  tTauquil  times  before  the  slave  ti-ade  should  ba 
abolished.  It  was  in  vain  that  Mr  AVilherforce  urged  on  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  17U2,  the  true  inference  from  the  calamitonft 
state  of  St  Domingo.  His  proposids  were  again  defeated.  Tliosa 
were  days  in  wliich  everj-  change  was  branded  as  a  iwvolution,  and 
when  the  most  sacred  rules  of  moral  or  political  conduct,  if  adduced 
in  favour  of  any  reform,  were  denounced  and  abhorred  as  "  I'renck 
jtrinciples." 
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*Jtefl«on,  however,  having  gradually  regained  her  dominion,  tho 
])roeraatinating  aystcin  of  the  slave  traders  aaiiunod  a  now  abnpo,  and 
obtained,  in  the  person  of  Mr  Dnndas,  iu*  most  formidiiblo  advocate. 
"With  perverse  ingennity,  he  proposed  to  sohatitute  a  gradual  for  (in 
inimodiat^  ahi>litio[i ;  fixing  a  remoto  period  fur  tho  entire  cessation 
of  the  trade.  Yet  even  in  this  cautions  fomi  the  hill  found  n  oolj 
reception  in  the  Uouso  of  Peers,  whcro,  after  consiuning  the  eesaion 
in  the  examination  of  two  witnetsses,  their  L'>rd3hips  postjmncd  the 
measure  till  the  fallowing  year.  With  th«  arrival  of  that  period,  Mr 
"WinM:;rfopr«  had  to  imwWiii  tlirce  ducocssive  defeats.  Tho  Hou*)  of 
Cumiiiomt  rejected  firat  the  main  pTf^posal  of  an  immediate  aholitton 
of  the  trade ;  then,  a  motion  restricting  the  niunber  of  alavea  to  be 
annually  imported  into  our  own  colonies ;  and,  tinally,  a  plan  for 
prohibiting  the  employment  of  British  capital  in  the  iutroduclioa 
of  slaves  into  foreign  settlement.  HXh  perseverance,  however, 
was  not  fruitless.  A  deep  impression  ha*!  been  made  by  hia 
past  eff'frta ;  and,  in  1 79-t,  the  House  of  Commons,  for  the  first 
time,  passed  a  bill  of  immediate  aboUtioD.  The  defenders  of  the 
nve  tmde  were  again   rescueil  irom  the  impending  blow  hy  tbo 

nterpoeition   of  the   Petrs ;  amongst   whom  a    melancholy   pre- 
~Benc«  was  thenceforth  to  be  asftiguad  to  a  member  of  tho  Royal 

louse,  who  lived  to  redeem  his  early  error,  hy  assenting,  in  the 
decline  of  life,  to  the  introduction  of  the  law  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery. 

Thus  far  the  difficnlties  of  the  contest  had  thi»ffly  arisen  from  tho 
influeuce  or  the  arta  of  Ms  enemies ;  but  Mr  Wilb<;'rfi>re*  ha"!  now 
to  sustain  the  more  depressing  weight  of  the  secession  of  one  of  his 
most  effective  auxiliaries.  SntfHring  under  nfrvous  debility  and  in- 
fluencpd  hy  other  motives,  of  which  an  explanation  is  to  \»o  found  in 
hw  "  History  of  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trulf,"  Mr  f'larkfiun  was 
reluctantly  compelled  to  retire  from  the  field.  With  what  deep 
regret  he  abandoned  the  contest  may  I>o  learnt  from  his  own  volumes  ; 
and  earnest  as  most  hare  l>ei*n  his  iispiiidion  for  iU  hucc(?sh,  he  was 
onahto,  dm-inj,'  the  eleven  years  which  foll(3we<l.  to  resume  hw  place 
amidi^t  the  eluunpionw  of  the  cause,  lIiou{j;h  he  lived  to  witn^iK  and 
to  share  in  tho  irinmplu 

Providence  had  giftetl  Mr  Wilberforce  witli  greater  nervoM  energy ; 
and  though  tinstairiing  labuiir:*  not  Ie.ts  si^verH,  and  a  public  ruKpon- 
ftibility  incomparably  more  anxious  than  that  unilor  xvhich  the  hujith 
of  his  colleague  Iwl  given  wuy,  he  n-turned  to  the  cunllict  with  un- 
abated resolution.  In  1  795,  and  in  the  following  year,  he  again 
laboured  in  vain  to  induce  the  House  of  Commons  to  re.auine  the 
ground  which  tliey  had  ulnuidy  taken ;  nor  could  his  all-hclicving 
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charity  repress  the  honoat  indignatiou  with  wliich  lie  recordg  that  ft 
hiMly  of  his  supporter?,  sulHcient  to  have  carrie-d  tlie  bill,  ha4  bwu 
entitled  from  thpir  ]>laces  in  the  House,  by  the  new  oi>era  of  tha 
"  Two  Hunchbacks,"  in  which  a  conspicuous  part  was  assigned  to 
the  great  vocalist  of  that  day»  Signor  Portugailo.  A  rivalry  more 
formidable  even  than  that  of  tlie  Haymarkut  had  now  ariseiUj 
Parodying  his  father's  celebriitcd  maxim,  Mr  I'itt  was  engaged 
conquering  Kurope  in  the  West  Indies ;  aud,  with  the  acquitiiUun  i 
new  colonies,  the  slave  trade  acquire^:!  an  increased  extent,  and  it 
siipportora  had  obtftinir'd  augniontcil  Parliamentary  interest  Tbt 
result  was  to  subject  Mr  Wilberforce,  in  the  debate  of  1797,  to 
d«feat  more  signal  ttiau  any  uf  those  which  he  had  hitherto  enJurod.1 
His  op[wiient«  easily  seized  this  opportuuity  te  render  it  im*pttrable,| 
On  the  motion  of  lifr  Charles  Ellis,  an  address  to  the  Crowu  wa 
carried,  which  transferreil  to  tlie  legislative  bodies  of  the  ditlt'reut 
colonies  the  task  of  pro.paring  for  the  very  mejiaure  which  they  ' 
leagued  together  to  frustrate.  It  was  with  extreme  Jilbculty,  and 
not  witliout  tlie  moat  strc'Duous  remonstrances,  that  Mr  Willterforca] 
dissuaded  Mr  Pitt  fittm  lending  liis  8Upj»ort.  to  this  extravagant  pr 
ject  To  incrfiase  the  value  of  his  Transatlantic  conqueste,  he  lu 
thrown  open  the  intercourse  between  our  colonies  and  those  of  Spain 
and  hod  offered,  in  the  newly-acquired  islands,  fresh  lands,  on  whicfa 
the  slave  traders  might  elfect  further  aetllements ;  and  though,  by^ 
ceaseless  importunity,  Mr  Wilberforce  obtained  the  revocation  of 
the  tirst  of  these  measuree,  and  the  suspension  of  the  second,  yet 
the  cupidity  of  the  slave  tradeif^,  and  tlit'ir  influence  in  the  nationtU 
councils,  were  largely  increasml  by  these  new  prospects  of  gain. 
Their  augmented  powers  were  attested  by  the  ill  success  which 
attended  Mr  Wilberfbrce's  anjmal  motions  in  1798  and  1799. 

The  contest  had  now  endured  for  twelve  years.  Ten  successive 
efforts  had  been  fruitlessly  made  to  obtain  the  concumnicc  of  tha 
Legislature  in  arresting  this  gigantic  evil.  Hopeless  of  success  b; 
perseverance  in  the  same  tactics,  and  yet  incapable  of  retiring  from^ 
the  duty  he  had  assumed,  Mr  Wilberforce  now  addressed  himself  to| 
the  pntjecl  of  effecting,  by  a  compromise,  the  end  which  seemo 
unaltainiible  hy  direct  and  open  hostilities,  llie  year  1800 
accordingly  consumed  in  uegottutiuns  with  the  chief  West  Ind 
proprietors,  of  which  the  object  was  to  win  their  concurrence 
limiting  the  duration  of  the  trade  to  a  ]>eriod  of  five  or  at  mc 
Beven  years.  Delusive  hopes  uf  suaicss  cheereil  him  for  awhile,' 
bat  it  was  ere  long  apparent  that  the  phalanx  of  his  enemies  waa 
too  firm  to  be  penctratccL  Tlie  peace  of  Amiens  had  brought  to  the 
Court  of  London  a  minister  from  Uie  Kreuch  Ivepublic,  who  en- 


couraf??(l  the  hopo  that  it  might  be  posfiihlo  to  orranRo  a  general  con- 
vention of  nil  the  Eun"»poan  powers  for  the  abandoninMit  of  the 
traffic  Long  and  unxioua  were  the  endeavours  made  by  Mr  Wil- 
borforce  for  maturing  this  project  II  is  needless  to  eny  that  they 
were  unavailing.  The  season  of  1801  was  about  tu  cluse,  and  Ihe 
(tnil  in  view  api>eared  more  distant  than  at  any  former  time. 

Mr  Addington  aeems  to  liave  regarded  the  great  expedition  to  St 
Pomingo  a^  a  kind  of  Bodattve,  wliich  would  jKuulyae  tlie  reHi^lance 
of  the  cppreijsed  negroes  throughout  the  Wcot  Indies ;  and  feared 
to  check  tiie  operation  of  this  auwiyne.  The  charm  which  these 
medical  analogifis  exprcised  over  the  then  ocmipant  of  the  Treaaury 
bench  did  not,  however,  extend  its  iniluencc  to  Mr  Wilberforce. 
He  armoiinrcd  his  purpose  to  resume  the  Parliamantary  contf^st  in 
the  year  1802,  when  the  attempt  was  accordingly  ma<U>,  thou^ 
uuder  the  most  discouraging  circunistanee&  The  wit  and  eloquence 
of  Mr  CarLiiing,  remojiHtmling  against  the  settlement  of  new  lands 
in  Trinidad,  hati  been  repellftd  by  the  passive  resistance  of  Uie  then 
Miuiitt-er,  and  the  ixma  occiijiit;*.!  in  this  dtscossion  bad  delayed,  until 
the  dissolution  of  Parliament  rendered  impossible,  the  further  pro- 
greES  of  the  Abolition  Act  Ibo  tumult  of  war  in  the  succeeding 
year  tdleuced  every  other  sound ;  uud  ihe  advocate  of  the  slaves 
was  oondemned  to  a  reluctant  silence,  whilst  every  voice  was  nusetl 
in  reprobation  of  Bonaparte,  ami  in  rosontmont  of  the  insult  ofieied 
to  Lord  \Vliitworth. 

At  length  the  nugnries  nf  success  became  distinct  and  fre-quont. 
Mr  Pitl  hod  returned  to  office  ;  the  dread  of  Jacnbinism  no  louRcr 
haunted  the  public  mind,  but>  above  all,  the  proprietors  in  the 
Caribbean  Islands  had  made  the  discovery,  thai,  by  encouraging  the 
slave  tnule,  they  were  creating  in  the  planters  of  tlie  conquered 
colonies  the  most  dangerous  rivals  in  their  monopoly  of  the  British 
market  The  union  with  Ireland  had  added  a  new  host  of  frioDds. 
Noi  a  single  representative  from  that  country  withheld  his  assist- 
ance. Amidst  all  these  encouragements,  Mr  Wilbcrforce  again 
appealed  to  the  Houae  of  Commons,  and  carried  the  bill  with  over- 
whelming m^oritiee.  Cordial  were  now  the  congratulations  of  his 
friends  of  every  class,  from  the  aged  Jolin  Newtou  of  St  Mary 
"Woolnoth,  to  Jeremy  Bentham,  whose  celebrity  as  the  moat  original 
thinker  of  his  ago  was  then  in  its  early  dawn.  But  the  Peers  had 
not  yet  yielded  to  the  influence  of  Christian  or  Moral  Philosopliy. 
"  The  debate,"  says  Mr  Wilberforce's  Diatj-,  *'  was  opened  by  the 
Chancellor  in  a  very  threateuiug  speech,  because  over-rating  property, 
and  fidl  of  all  moral  blunders.  He  showed  himself  to  lalioiir  with 
feelings  ob  if  he  was  the  legitimate  goaxdian  of  property — ^Lonl 
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StanliopR'a  a  wild  apepcli — Lord  TTawkeaVmry  spoko  honourably  and 
handaoiuely — Westmoreland  like  liitnAC-lt",  coarse  and  biLH^ing, 
not  without  tjilent.  Granville  spoke  like  a  man  cl  high  and 
bonourahlti  principles,  wlio,  liko  a  truly  great  stateenan,  regarded 
right  and  politic  as  iJuntiiad."  Blunders  and  liidlyiutt,  however, 
prevailed ;  and  Uio  qu«etion  was  adjourned  to  the  following  aeasion. 

Before  ita  arrival  Lord  Brougham,  then  travelling  on  the  Con- 
tinnnt  tw  iin  American,  and  even  "venturing  t^  paaa  a  week  in 
same  houeo  with  several  French  Gi-nemb^,"  had  offered  )Ir  Wilbev 
force  his  assistance  in  p^irsuiug  various  collateral  inquiries  throa^ 
unt  Holland  and  Gennany,  and  in  "  the  great  Biienea  of  bondage  i 
it  is  called)  Poland,  Rukkiii,  and  Hungary."     To  this  most  poieut' 
ally  many  others  were  added.      Mr  St^;phon  and  Mr  Macaulay  were 
unrenutiiiig  in  the  u$e  of  the  pen  and  the  press.      The  classical.! 
knowledge  of   Mr   Robert    Grant  was  put    under  contribution,  (o  ' 
illustrate  the  state  nf  tdaveiy  in  the  ancient  world  ;  and  even  the 
ilaughteis  of  Lord  Muncaster  were  enlisteil  in  the  serviiw  of  method- 
ising the  cont*nte  of  all  African  trwyek,  ancient  and  inottem.     High 
and  sanguine  aa  were  the  hopes  of  Mr  Wilbcrforce,  he  liad  j-et 
another  disappointment  to  sustain.    The  House  of  Commona  of  1805, 
receding  from  ihuir  former  rutKiluliuna,  rejected  his  bill,  and  drew  i 
from  him,  in  his  private  journals,  language  of  distress  and  [huu  6uch.| 
oa  no  former  defi^t  ha<i  been  able  to  extort. 

The  death  of  Mr  Pitt  apprr>ached  ;  an  event  which  the  most  i 
and  impartial  judgment  must  now  regard  as  the  nocessarj'  precursor' 
of  the  liberation  of  Africa.  For  seventeen  years,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  conteat,  he  had  guidtxl  the  counsels  of  thid  countT^r. 
Sua^'jwful  in  abuost  every  other  ParUainentaiy  conflict,  and  triiunph- 
ing  over  the  most  fonniduble  antagonist,  he  had  been  compelltid,  by 
the  DuFKlaws,  and  Jenkinsong,  and  Boses,  who  on  every  other 
subject  quailwl  under  his  eye,  to  go  to  the  grave  without  obliterating 
that  which  ho  himself  had  denoimced  as  the  deepest  stain  on  our 
national  chamcter,  and  the  most  enormous  guilt  recorded  in 
histor}'  of  mankind.  During  that  long  period,  millions  of  inno 
victims  bad  jwrished.  Had  he  jjerilled  his  political  existence  on  tha] 
iftsue^  no  rational  nmn  can  doubt  that  an  anioont  of  guilt,  nf  misery; 
rif  diftgrace,  and  of  loea,  would  have  been  spared  to  Jjigland  and  to 
the  civilised  world,  such  as  no  other  man  ever  had  it  in  his  power  to 
arrest. 

The  politicjil  antagonists  of  Mr  Pitt  were  men  of  a  different 
temper ;  aud  uUhou^  in  the  Cabinet  of  Mr  Fox  tliere  wen*  not 
wanting  those  who  opponeil  him  on  this  subject^  yet  it  was  an 
uppositiou  which,  in  the  fah  tide  of  succeBi^  he  could  offunl  u* 
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Iw^pwnanTto  paTflon.  Hiid  it  cndnng^rpd  for  a  Mnglp  Rftwrion  tbn 
alxtliticn  of  the  flave  trade,  these  naiues,  eminent  as  uav  iit  ItMSt  of 
llidu  wais  would  iiifaJlibly  have  been  eruKcii  fnjin  tlie  list  of  his 
AdniiniMration.  Mr  Fux'tt  Ministry  had  scAncely  t-alten  tlit^irphires, 
when  Lord  Grunville  introducod  into  the  Housp  of  Lords,  and. 
fi[>/'f^Lly  cirried,  two  bills,  of  which  the  lirst  abolished  the  slave  trade 
with  bU  foreign  powers,  and  the  secomi  forbade  the  omploymGnt  in 
tliat  ttafiic  of  any  Itritish  shippiii]^  which  had  uot  already  been 
engaged  in  li  ;  whikt  the  House  of  Couimuus  resulvwl  that  the  slave 
trade  woa  "  contrary  to  the  principles  of  justice,  humanity,  and 
Bound  policy  ;  lunl  tliat  they  would  proceed  to  uboiiBh  it  with  oil 
pnictic:*hle  expwlition."  Faithfully  was  this  pledge  redeenie/l.  The 
deatli  of  Mr  Fox  did  not  even  delay  its  fullilm^it.  Karly  in  1807 
that  groat  statesmaD,  to  whom  at  the  distant^!  of  twenty-six  yearn  it 
was  reserved  to  propose  the  abolition  of  slavery  itself,  introduced 
into  the  House  of  CommoDs  a  bill  which  placed  on  the  llritish 
8tatute-tx>ok  the  Gnal  condeuinotion  of  the  imde  in  aluvej^.  AniitUt 
the  acclamations  of  Parliunent,  the  enthusiastic  oon^rdtnlations  of  | 
his  frieuds,  aiui  the  applauses  of  tlie  world.  Mr  Wilhiirforr*:;  wit  ueoBed 
the  suoocas  of  the  gniat  object  of  his  life  with  emotions,  and  in  a 
spirit,  which  could  not  have  found  admission  into  a  mind  less  pure 
and  elevated  than  his  own.  The  friendly  shouta  uf  vietoiy  which 
arose  on  every  side  wei'o  scarcely  observed  or  hecdixl  in  the  delight- 
fol  consciousuesH  of  having  rendered  to  mankind  a  wrvice  uf  un- 
equalled magnitude.  He  retured  to  pmeitrate  himself  before  the 
Giver  of  oil  gfK>d  things,  in  profound  humility  and  thankfulness,  — 
wtniderijig  at  the  nnmeriti.u]  bounty  of  God,  who  hod  carrinl  him 
through  twvuty  years  of  unremitting  labour,  and  bestowed  ou  hint 
a  name  of  imperishable  glory. 

There  are  thoae  who  have  disputed  his  title  to  the  etatjon  thns 
Mejgned  to  bim.  Amongst  the  motA  rt'oent  is  to  be  num^H^red  one 
vhose  esteem  is  of  in£nitt.-Iy  too  high  value  to  be  h'ghtly  dis- 
regarded, and  whose  judgment  will  carry  with  it  no  common  author- 
ity. Mr  Serjeant  Tolfourd,  in  his  "  Life  of  Charles  ijimb,"  refer- 
ring to  an  interview  which  took  place  between  Lamb  and  Mr  j 
Clarkson,  osea  the  following  expressions: — "'I'here  he  also  mot 
with  the  true  annihilator  of  the  slave  trade,  Thoitms  Clarhson,  wba 
was  then  enjo3riag  a  necessary  respite  irom  his  stupendnns  lalwure  in 
a  cottage  on  the  borders  of  Ulswater.  Lamb  had  no  taste  for  ora- 
torical philanthropy,  hut  he  felt  the  grandeur  and  aimphcity  of  Clark- 
ton's  cbaiBetez." 

The  contrast  which  is  thus  drawn  between  "the  true  annihtl- 
ator"  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  orotocical  philanthropist  who  de- 


claimed  agaiiurt  it,  might  provoke  and  jiL^tify  a  rctalialioiij  &oin 
vrhitib  we  judge  it  wise,  because  charitable,  to  abstain.  Lot  it 
rather  be  acknowled^d  that  Mr  Talfourd's  disrelish  for  oratorical 
|jhilanttir<jpy  Ia  a  reasoiiabht  and  honest  aversion.  But  neither  let 
it  be  concealed  that  the  *'philanthroj}y  of  agitation  "  is  not  gejier- 
al]y  ontitled  to  much  liijihcr  esteem.  It  is  for  the  common  good 
tluit  the  mnrit  of  all  such  servicca  fthoiild  ho  brought  dowTi  mini 
the  iUuminati-d  pinuacleu  of  hyperbole,  to  the  level  of  iinadomed 
truth. 

We  claim  no  place  for  Mr  Wilberforce  among  the  lieroee  of 
benevolenct:,  on  the  gnnind  of  hi^  [>arliamentjiry  labouis  in  tho 
cause  of  Africa.  Why  not  frankly  admit,  wliat  everybody  knows, 
that  the  conduct  of  any  great  cause  in  the  House  of  Commoiu  ia 
contended  for  by  the  members  of  it  with  eager  rivalry,  and  that  the 
celebrity  and  the  mlluence  which  wait  on  the  suerjetwiful  eompelitor, 
are  such  as  mi^^ht  vanquish  any  common  amount  of  apathy  or  of 
idlenesa.  A  gvutlcumn  of  fortune  may  give  himself  up  to  labour 
during  half  his  life  in  that  assembly  to  emancipate  a  continent,  or 
to  repeal  a  com  law,  without  making  one  fonuidable  enemy,  or 
losing  a  single  frieud,  or  missing  one  night'a  re&t^  or  furugoiug  a 
fiolitaiy  dinner. 

Neither  is  the  noble  army  of  martyrs  recruited  from  that  busy  ckaa,  j 
who,  taking  for  their  point  of  dcimrtuie  some  central  committee  in 
London,  and  for  their  jwriphery  the  circuit  of  our  provinciid  cities, 
and  for  their  conveyance  our  commodious  public  vehicles,  and  for 
their  solaci?  much  local  hospitality*,  and  for  their  support  a  reasonable 
salary,  are  thus  enabled  to  earn  the  applauses  of  crowds,  and  tba^ 
eulogies  of  pfseta. 

llie  fact  is,  and  we  may  all  as  well  avow  it,  that  the  moral  | 
sublime  does  not  belong  to  our  ago  and  country.      Tlie  laboutsl 
whiiih  the  learned  Serjeant  adiuirL>s  as  "  stupendous,"  were  pro- 
bubly   far   less   **  stupendous "   during  caoh  of  the  ei^t  or  nine 
years  of  their  continuance,  than  thuae  of  his  biographer  in  hia  cbam« 
bora  or  on  his  Oxford  circuit.     *'  The  true  annihilator  of  the  slavfl 
trade  "  had,  during  tlie  eleven  last  and  most  irksome  years  of  the  con-J 
test,  just  as  much,  and  just  as  little,  to  do  with  it  as  Mr  Talfonrdj 
himself 

But  woe  be  to  them  whose  joy  is  in  the  inTaaion  of  great  name«^j 
and  in  the  overthrow  of  great  reputations!  William  Wilberforoaj 
was  one  of  the  legitimate  heirs  of  immortality,  although  his  path  ia  iai 
appearance  the  same  with  that  which  has  since  been  trodden  by  ourl 
Tianiel  O'Connells  and  our  Richard  Cobdens.  Thomas  Clarkson 
a  name  to  bu  fur  ever  loved  and  honoured,  despite  the  vulgar 
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who  have  imitiU^rt  and  rivallerl  his  coutsc  of  pnlilic  wirvicp,  Tlie 
jiiift  ontl  gtfnaine  praiso  of  both  is  the  same,  llieir  exertions  for  the 
abolition  of  tiie  slave  trade  were  but  in  vach  as  a  single  strain  in 
conconl  with  that  love  tn  Clod  and  love  to  man  which,  in  the  heart 
of  each,  rose  in  one  unbroken  harmony,  from  early  youth  to  extreme 
old  Age.  Their  common  title  to  enduring  fume  is,  that  in  a  grai;ioua 
acknowledgment  and  reward  of  those  holy  offices,  God  himiMilf  as* 
si(^cd  to  them,  not  the  most  arduous,  and  certainly  not  the  most 
ifelf-denying,  hut  th(^  foremost  places  in  that  enterprise — an  enterprise, 
the  memory  of  wiiieh  could  b*  preserved  to  the  remotest  times  only 
by  hoiny  impersonated  in  some  illustrious  names,  and  thewfoie  aa- 
'{mciatcd  with  theirs,  not  by  any  human  caprice  or  fortuitous  acci- 
dent, but  by  the  selection  and  uppoLntmcnt  of  the  Muster  they 
wrved.  And  therefors  will  Will^m  Wilbcrforco  be  remembered 
with  affectionate  reverence  as  long  as  the  histor}' and  the  language  of 
England  shall  endure,  maugre  such  sarcasm  as  that  which  wc  navo 
quoted ;  and  Thomas  Clarkson  will  be  honoured  byour  latest  posterity, 
in  detiance  of  the  extrava^ince  of  his  eulogists,  and  though  degradod 
by  the  citizens  of  London  in  their  Gutldliall  to  the  level  of  Beckford^ 
llie  insolent  poltroon  who  stands  bpsidc  him  there. 

It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  Mr  Wilborforoo  to  concentrate  all  bis 
thoughta  on  this^  or  on  any  other  single  design,  however  magnificent. 
He  could  not  be  a  passive  spectator  of  any  undertaking,  which  had 
the  welfare  of  mankind  for  its  object.  **  God  has  set  before  me  tba 
reformation  of  my  country's  maimers,"  was  one  part  of  the  solemn 
selfKledicition  of  his  twenty-seventh  year,  and  he  descended  to  tlie 

ive  with  the  unalterable  conviction,  that  such  was  the  will  of  Ood 
concerning  him. 

The  forty-aeven  years  which  inter\'ened  between  tho&e  epochs, 
embrace  the  most  momentous  era  of  modem  history.  AVitliin  that 
period,  greater  changes  occurred  in  the  internal  economy  of  Great 
Britain,  than  had  been  witnessed  in  any  two  preceding  centuries. 
Agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures,  rcvenuo,  and  population  ex- 
panded with  an  unexampled  elasticity.  Never  befon*  had  the 
material  world  been  made  to  pay  so  laige  a  tribute  to  tlui  moterial 
wants  of  mankiiitl.  Under  tlie  half-iiiugical  power  of  tho  steam- 
engine,  works  which  would  have  baftled  the  muscular  strength  of 
all  Uie  inhabitants  of  the  globe  united,  wen;  performed  in  a 
narrow  district  of  this  narrow  island,  with  an  ease,  a  precision,  and 
a  mpidity,  emulating  some  of  tho  mighty  operiitious  of  naturo. 
WpAllh,  such  as  avarice  bad  scarcely  pictured  in  her  dreams,  was 
acctunulatcd  in  those  cf-ntrt-s  of  mechanical  industry,  and  the  higher 
class  of  English  aociety,  commercial  as  well  as  noble,  revelled  in  a 
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sumpiuoiianess  of  liviug,  for  wbich  a  description  or  tax  exampTe 
could  be  found  nowheru  but  in  the  fabulous  Eiwt 

Mt  WilberforcB  was  buTiily  a far-aij^btvd  pbiloaopUer  ;  yet  liehind 
this  brilliaiit.  spectacle,  his  prescience  saw  tlie  loweriog  of  tbut  t;Loriii, 
the  upprtMicb  of  which  is  now  eonfeaaed  by  the  forebodings  of  every 
thoughtful  man  iu  Europe.  Hia  meditations  and  his  diecouree  cou- 
tiinially  pointed  t«  the  still  widening  j^lf  between  the  two  CTtrenies 
of  English  society.  Ho  mourned  ovor  the  coming  conilict  belwcpji 
vice,  iguorauce,  poverty,  and  di&4;uuteut  on  the  one  side,  and  selfish- 
neas,  Beusualily,  hardness  of  heart,  and  corruption  on  the  other — - 
between  our  loathaome  cellars  and  our  luxuriant  palaces.  But  it 
WW  not  in  his  nature  to  abandon  hiiuaelf  to  that  or  to  any  other 
ineffectual  grief. 

To  stay  the  advance  of  the  piaffe,  he  addressed,  himself  to  the  pro- 
motion of  every  scheme  which  in^^enuity,  his  own  or  othfre,  couhl 
devise  f(tr  thft  rcl^ous,  and  inteliectual,  and  social  improvement, 
either  of  the  rich  or  of  the  poor.  While  Watt  and  Arkwright 
were  astounding  the  world  with  the  numcles  which  mechaniral 
art  can  produce  by  the  aid  of  commercial  capital,  Mr  \\*ilb<-r- 
fnruQ  was  aiding  Bell  and  Lancaster,  under  the  conduct  of  all  the 
churchej!,  conforming  or  n on-con fonning,  to  develop©  the  jirodigies 
of  mutual  instruction.  Factories  did  not  spring  up  more  mptdly  tn 
Ler^Is  and  Manchester  than  schemes  of  benevolence  benoatli  his 
roof ;  and  tliough  many  years  have  passed  since  the  throng  which 
daily  galhereil  there  lias  been  disp^^ed,  it  is  still  impossible  to  re- 
vive the  remembrance  of  those  strange  assn-mblages,  without  a  smile 
'which  will  check  for  a  moment  the  more  serious  fecUugs  vith  which 
they  are  associated. 

In  the  study  might  be  seen  the  projector  of  the  Bible  Society, 
who,  in  virtue  of  his  privilege  of  the  entree,  was  seated  near  the 
table,  upon  and  IxiuealJi  which  8too<l  piles  of  subscription  Usts, 
plans,  and  reports  from  countless  kindred  asACioiations.  Eloquent 
deputies  from  Hibernian  schools  were,  meanwhile,  restlessly  ex- 
pecting their  audit^ncu  in  the  drawing-room.  In  the  ante-chamber, 
the  advocates  for  an  improved  pri^wu  discipline  were  themselvas 
undergoing  a  sort  of  temporary  imprisoumeut.  But  it  was  in  the 
spacious  libraiy  that  philjinthmpic  sp«culatinn  rose  to  its  highest 
tide.  There  were  ladies  anxious  to  explain  their  plans  of  visiting 
the  sick,  Quakers  under  a  concern  for  transported  convicts,  the 
founders  of  savings  banks,  missionaries  from  Setampore  and  the 
Red  River,  and  everywhere  conspicuous  amidst  the  crowd,  the 
ever-busy  and  well-satiatied  countenance  of  his  excellent  frieml 
'*  Mendicity  Martin,"  dO  called  from  Itis  presiding  over  the  whole 
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depaTlment  of  memlicancy  in  this  great  eleemosj-nary  government. 
And  t!ipn  would  emprge  from  his  olofwt  Mr  WUbortbrca,  the  prime 
miniatfir  of  that  dbjoiiited  state,  passing  from  one  gronp  to  another, 
not  without  a  smile,  which  revealed  to  the  initiated  his  involuntaiy 
perception  of  the  comic  aspect  of  the  scene,  hut  still  more  clearly 
diaclutiing  by  his  voice,  his  gestures,  and  his  kindling  eye,  the 
generoua  resentment,  the  glovring  adniiration,  or  the  tender  sym- 
pathy with  which  he  lLsten<>d  to  one  and  another  tale  of  iiguatice, 
of  scIf-dcnial,  or  of  woe.  until,  gradually,  the  whole  levy  had  with- 
drawn, not  merely  forgiving  their  host  the  waste  of  the  morning, 
but  more  devoted  than  ever  to  a  leader,  whoso  exquisite  courtesy 
would  have  atoned  for  anything,  even  if  his  mature  wisdom,  his 
almost  feminine  tenderaeaa,  and  Im  childlike  gaiety,  had  not  swept 
away  every  Icaa  delightful  romemhraiice. 

There  are  those  who  can  smile  with  him  at  the  grotesque  appear- 
ance occasionally  assumed  by  the  vast  machinery  ertablishcd  amongat 
ua  for  the  propagation  of  Christian  knowledge  and  for  the  n-Hrf  of 
human  wretchedness,  but  who  never  glow,  as  he  did,  with  taith  in 
the  principle,  hope  of  the  success,  or  love  for  the  agents  of  that  great 
Toluntary  ^stem.  And  yet  there  is  no  other  direction  in  which  itta 
easy  to  regud  the  future  destinies  of  England  with  complacency,  or 
even  with  composure.  Amidst  the  sins  and  the  miseries  of  our  land, 
it  is  no  light  solace  to  remember,  that  in  every  city  and  village,  and 
in  almost  every  private  family  in  the  enjoyment  of  competency,  some 
steady  effort  is  made  to  diSiise  the  light  of  tlie  gospel,  and  to  in- 
crease the  sum  of  temporal  comforts  amongst  all  over  whom  the  do- 
minion of  Great  Britain  extends,  or  to  whom  her  influence  rcachca. 
Bnt  the  aged  remember  when,  as  yet,  these  things  were  not,  and  were 
not  anticipated. 

Of  tlie  Bcliemes  of  public  benevolence  which  were  matured  or  pro- 
jected during  the  half-century  wliich  followwi  the  peace  of  1 783, 
there  was  scarcely  one  of  any  nuignitude  in  which  Mr  Wilberforce 
was  not  largely  engaged.  WTietber  churches  and  clei:gyman  were  to 
be  multiplied,  or  the  Scriptures  circulated,  or  missions  sent  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  or  national  education  established,  or  the  condition 
of  the  {KK>r  improved,  or  Ireland  civiUsed,  or  good  discipline  estab- 
lished in  gaols,  or  obscure  genias  and  piety  enabled  to  emergit,  or  in 
whatever  other  form  philsntliropy  and  patriotism  laboured  for  the 
improvement  of  his  country,  or  of  the  world, — his  sanction,  his 
cloqncnce,  and  hia  advice,  were  still  regarded  aa  indispensable  to 
sQcoess.  No  one  man,  however,  nor  any  one  hundred  men,  could 
have  usumed  the  actual  superintendence  of  all  the  complicated 
alEiiis  in  which  he  was  thus  immersed.    To  have  conducted,  or 
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iintlcrstood,  or  even  to  have  remenibered  them  all,  woulJ  have  h^cn 
to  live  in  the  habitual  performance  of  a  miracle.     His  real  position 
wiis  thai  of  B  uiiiiitiler  uf  {jublic  churltj,  holding  Lis  ofBce  hy  popiilnr 
acclamation,  and  dolcgaliuf:;  the  more  toilsome  details  of  that  liilx>nous 
udministration  to  the  friends  and  the  partisoiiB  who  rejoitied  to 
operate  with  him.     He  maintained  his  anthorit.v  over  them  by  tl; 
uflectionate  reverence,  by  hie  own  unfailing  bounty,  and  by  the  8pel|] 
wluL-h  he  eiertised  over  eveiy  one  whom  he  employed  and  trusted. 
Xo  department  in  the  state  was  ever  so  zealonsly  served,  or  so  M'cU 
administered.     Yet  it  is  impossible  to  exhibit  in  any  co]inected  nar- 
rative the  serins  and  snecession  of  tht-se  labours,  which  have  no  other 
connection  or  mutual  dependency  than  that  which  they  derive  from. , 
the  identity  of  the  agent,  and  from  the  unity  of  his  general  design.! 
The  biogrophere  of  Mr  "Wilberfnree  liave  had  no  romantic  tAle  to 
tell,  nor  have  they  been  required  to  exhibit  human  virtue  ou  anj 
pigantic  or  inimitable  ftca.le.    In  promoting  his  schemes  of  beneficence, 
Mr  Wilberforce  moved  with  the  graceful  freedom  which  seemed  to 
exclude  every  notion  of  ellbrt  or  of  self-denial.     Even  in  his  moet 
irksome  works  of  mercy,  the  refined  ease  of  a  gentleman  attended^ 
liim,  for  to  bo  turgid  or  ostentatious  was  as  impossible  to  bim  as  to 
be  unfpfiiing.     Hci  would  render  the  lowliest  otticcs  of  peraonal  kind- 
ness to  his  domeatic  servants,  or  to  any  neighbouring  cottager,  with, 
iho  same  flowing  courtesy  with  which  he  interchanged  the  amcnili«« 
of  society  among  his  ei^uals.     During  many  years  of  his  life,  he  de> 
voted  to  acts  of  munilicence  from  a  third  to  a  fourth  part  of  hia  an- 
nual income,  and  the  money  so  freely  given  was  ever  accompanied 
by  some  greeting  so  kindly  or  so  gay,  as  to  soothe  every  poluful 
sense  of  obligation. 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  the  joyful  promptitude  with 
which  he  rendered  every  other  service  of  love,  forsook  him  when 
the  press  was  to  be  the  instrument  of  his  philanlhrDpy.  To  build 
up  a  hterary  ediiice,  in  which  chapter  was  to  rise  upon  chapter,  in 
architcctiiral  proportion,  was  a  task  which  suited  him  as  ill  as  the 
labours  of  the  collier  would  agree  with  the  taste  of  an  aeroimuU 
Yet  the  year  1797  witnessed  the  completion  of  an  8vo  voluma 
from  his  pen,  bearing  on  its  front  the  title  of  '*  A  Pructical  View  of 
the  prevailing  Keligious  System  of  Professed  Christians  in  the 
Higher  and  Middle  Classes  of  this  Country  contrasted  with  real 
Christianity." 

Tradition  informs  us,  that  this  book  was  written  under  the  roof  ^ 
of  two  of  the  dearest  and  wisest  of  his  friends,  who  had  resort  to 
many  affectionate  artiiioes  to  promote  this  unusual  concentration  of 
his  discursive  thoughts.      Somctimos,  when  passages  of  peculiar 
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enerRT  buwt,  in  all  their  native  wamttli,  &om  liia  lips,  the  lady  of 
the  house  would  neua  thn  hajipy  moment,  and  lie<;oino  hni-self  tiis 
ani)inui>n.ii9.  Sometimes  nha  would  gather  up  the  scjtttorcd  leaves 
with  which  her  giiest  had  enriched  her  drawing-room,  or  her  con- 
scrvatozy,  und  when  the  hour  seemed  propitious  to  composition, 
would  purposely  leave  him  in  an  undiaturheil  and  welcome  solitude. 
Tlie  story  (pleasantly  exa^emtcd  porhnpa)  concludes  with  the^tato- 
mont,  that  when,  ut  Icngtli,  ehe  eaw  the  volume  complete  upon  her 
table,  slic  declared  herself  a  convert  to  the  opinion,  that  a  fortuitoua 
concourse  of  atoms  might,  by  some  felicitous  chance,  combine 
themeelves  into  the  most  perfect  of  forms, — a  moss-roee,  or  a  bird  of 
paradise. 

Such  a  treatise,  by  so  conspicuous  a  member  of  the  Tltiuse  of 
Commons,  could  not  but  excite  a  hvely  intercat  at  the  time  of  its 
appearance.  But  if  there  be  ainoerity  in  tliia  world,  it  ia  in  this 
selection  of  the  hooka  we  puiubase,  and  nt'ither  mnk  nor  any  other 
accident,  in  the  circumstances  of  any  author,  ever  yet  produced 
the  sale  of  fifty  editions  of  so  large  u  work  within  the  same  num- 
ber of  years.  It  waa  little  marvellous  that  ecclesiastics  of  every 
rank  and  section  greeted  with  the  loudeat  applause  the  advent  of 
an  ally  at  once  eo  powerful  and  bo  imexpectod.  But  that  can  have 
been  no  common  production,  which  compellpd  the  author  of  ''  The 
Puisaits  of  Literuturo  "  to  throw  aside  his  stilts,  uud  to  pour  out  a 
heartfelt  tribute  of  praise  in  )n'.s  unpolhitoxl  mother  tongue.  Still 
~  MB  is  it  possible  to  question  the  inlierent  life  and  energy  of  an 
appeal,  which  drew  from  Kdmund  Burke  his  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  solace  shed  by  it  over  the  last  two  days  of  his  event- 
ful life. 

Yet  they  who  shall  search  Uiia  book  fur  deep  theology,  or  pro- 
found investigation,  will  be  disappointed.  "  Philosophy,"  says 
Abmlmm  Tucker,  *'  may  ho  styled  the  art  of  marshalling  the  ideaa 
in  the  understanding,  am!  religion  that  of  disciplining  the  imagin- 
ation." In  the  first  of  these  arts  Mr  WilbttrfonM}  did  not  excel ; 
in  th*«  second  he  has  scarcely  ever  been  gurpoiwed.  The  first  three 
chapters  of  his  work  are  evidently  inferior  to  the  rest  He  is 
there  upon  a  debatable  land,  contrasting  the  inspired  tozt  with 
the  prevalent  opinions  of  his  ago  on  some  pointa  of  Chrifiliau 
doctnne.  The  accuracy  of  his  own  int«rpretuti(tns,  or  rather  of 
those  which  are  received  by  that  part  of  the  Church  of  Kngland 
usually  deaigiuit4jd  as  Evangelical,  being  assumed  throughout  these 
discussions,  they  will  scarcely  convince  such  as  kmI  the  JS'ew  Testa- 
ment in  a  difiVrent  aensa  But  when  he  emerges  from  these  defiles 
and  enters  upon  broader  ground,  compriaing  the  precepts  of  rcvola- 
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tion  with  the  conventional  morality  of  the  world'?  fuvoured  ohildren, 
he  apealcB  (fur  it  is  tUioughout  a  spoken  rallmr  than  a  written  Ian* 
gnage)  \inth  a.  p«rsuaaivo  energy  which  hrcathcs  the  vo.ry  spirit  of 
the  inspii-ed  volume. 

lierc  all  is  the  mature  result  oi  profound  meditation^  and  his 
thougbte,  if  not  always  methodical  and  compact,  are  at  ii-ast  always 
pouied  out  in  wurds  ku  earueab  aud  attVi;lionate,  thai  phihiutluxipy 
never  yet  afwumed  a  more  appropriate  or  a  more  eloquent  style,     I5. 1 
is  the  exjwHtnlation  of  a  bMtlier.     Unwelcome  truth  is  delivered  ' 
with  scrupuloua  lidclity,  and  ynt,  with  a  teudecueaH  »vhir-h  diunon- 
stratos  that  the  monitor  fufls  the  pain  wliich  he  nductantly  iuiliuta. 
It  is  this  tone  of  honiau  symputliy  hivatliiiig  in  tvery  page  which } 
congtitutes  the  e^f^ntial  clianii  of  this  book  ;  and  it  is   to  the 
honour  of  our  common  nature  that  we  are  all  disposed  to  love  bc9t 
that  teachf^r,  who,  with  the  dee|xtst  compassion  for  our  sorrows,  liaa 
the  least  indolgenco  foi  the  errors  or  the  faults  by  which  they  havo 
be«ti  occasioned. 

Whatever  objections  may  have  been  taised  to  Mr  Wilbexforce'»J 
theoluj^cal  c>])iuion8,  there  is  but  one  which  can  be  stated  to  the 
exrr;ri-tii;al  part  of  \m  tivjitise.  It  is,  that  he  has  erected  a  Btandiud 
too  pure  and  too  sublime  for  this  world's  use,  and  proposes  a  schemt* 
of  Utopian  perfection  wliich  is  calculated,  by  discouraging  hopt^  to 
repreea  exertion.  The  obvious  answer  is.  that  the  design  of  evory 
rule  wliich  can  be  given  for  the  conduct  of  life  is  to  atfori  an  accur> 
ate  measure  of  our  distinction  from  the  }Mith  of  duty,  and  a  trust- 
worthy guide  for  our  return.  Any  system  of  religion  or  ethiL-s  which 
tolerated  the  slightest  coniprouuse  with  moral  evil,  would  be  so  far 
subversive  of  ita  own  purpose ;  although  it  is  from  the  general 
prevalence  of  mural  evil  that  such  systviim  dt'rive  tlittir  existence  and 
their  value.  To  mark  distinctly  the  departure  of  the  luxurioos, 
busy,  cua'-wom,  and  ambitious  ago  to  which  he  belonged,  frum  tlie 
theory  and  the  pmctice  of  Clmstian  morality,  was  tlie  task  ^vhich 
Mr  Wilberforce  ju-oposed  to  him&ell'.  Never  were  the  8on,suality, 
the  gloom,  and  the  seltiidmesa  which  fester  below  the  poUahcil 
sorface  of  society,  brought  into  more  vivid  contract  with  the  faith, 
and  hope,  and  charity,  which  in  their  cfuiibiiiation  form  the  Chiid- 
tian  cliamcitor ;  and  never  was  that  contrast  dmwn  with  a  firmer 
hand,  with  a  more  tender  spirit,  or  with  u  purer  aspiration  for  the 
happinoss  of  mankind. 

To  all  these  laboury  for  the  benefit  of  the  worl  J,  wure  adde<l  otheiB. 
addreasud,  though  less  directly,  to  the  same  end,  and  luidfrtaken  aud 
pursued  in  a  similar  tipint.  lu  his  poHtical  cancer,  Mr  Wilberforce 
never  ceased  to  act  and  to  speak  as  one  to  whom  Providence  had 
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confided  the  eacred  tnist  of  advancing  the  moral  chaiactper  and  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  his  age  and  nation. 

As  a  public  speaker,  he  enjoyed  great  and  veil-merited  celebrity. 
But  it  was  not  in  the  House  of  Commuus  that  his  powen  in  thjs 
kind  were  exhibited  to  the  greatest  advantage.  In  all  the  deliber- 
atiuua  of  Forliainent  may  be  discerned  a  tacit  reference  to  the  Royal 
citation  which  has  brought  together  the  two  Houm«  "for  the  de- 

Ltpatch  of  divers  weighty  and  argent  affaire."     The  knight*  and  bur- 

PgBsseii  are  emphatirally  men  of  business,  and  liave  but  little  indol- 
gi.'iico  for  anything  wliieh  tasks  the  understanding,  addresses  itsplf  to 
tlie  heart,  or  elevates  the  imagination ; — least  of  all  for  an  ostenta- 
tious display  of  the  resourcca  of  the  speaker's  minil.  Ho  who  can 
contribute  a  pertinent  fact,  or  a  weighty  argument,  may  safely  re- 
pu»e  in  the  region  of  the  bathos.     The  aspirant  fnr  fame  must  excel 

^in  perspicuity  of  statement,  in  promptitude  in  the  exposure  or  in- 
vention of  sophistry,  and  in  a  ready  though  abstemious  use  of  wit, 
ridinile.  and  Hiirr-Jism 

In  these  requisites  for  success  Mr  "Wilberforce  was  deficient.  He 
liad  not  much  statistical  knowledge,  nor  was  he  famiUar  with  any 
brancli  of  Political  Kconomy.  His  argumentation  was  not  usually 
porRpicuoufl,  and  was  seldom  energetic.  The  habit  of  digreasion, 
tlic  paTKuthetiL-al  structure  of  liis  periods,  and  the  minute  tiualificn- 
tioos  suggested  by  Ids  reverence  for  tnith,  impeded  the  flow  of  his 
discourse,  awl  frequently  obscurttl  ita  design.     His  exquisite  per- 

Iceptinn  of  the  ridiruloua  kept  him  in  the  exercise  of  habitual  self- 

|deuial,  and   the  satire   which   played  upon   his  countenance   v/aa 
iippivssed   by  his  universal  charity,  l)tfore  it  could   form  itself 

rinto  language.  With  these  disadvantages  he  was  still  a  great 
I'lLrlianientAry  speaker ;  and  there  were  occasions  when,  borne  by 
ttome  sudden  impulse,  or  carried  by  dihgent  preparation,  over  the 
diffuseness  which  usually  onctunbered  him,  he  delighted  and  subdued 
his  heiircra. 

His  reputation  in  the  House  of  Commons  rested,  however,  chiefly 
npon  other  grounds.  In  thnt  assembly,  any  one  speaks  with  im- 
mense advantage  whose  character,  station,  or  presumed  knowlerlgo  is 

Ltuch  as  to  give  importance  to  his  opinions.  The  dogmas  of  some 
en  are  of  incompurably  more  value  there  than  the  logic  uf  others ; 
and  no  member,  except  the  leaders  of  the  great  contending  parties, 
addressed  the  House  with  an  authority  equal  to  that  of  Mr  "VVilbep- 
foKe.  The  homage  rendered  to  his  personal  character,  his  command 
over  a  small  but  a  compact  party,  bis  representation  of  the  county  of 
Yurk,  the  conlidence  of  the  gn^at  religious  bodies  in  eveiy  part  of 
Knglaad,  and,  above  all,  bis  independent  neutrality,  gave  to  his 
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Buffrngo  an  almost  unrxiimplctl  value-  It  was  usually  delivered  witf 
a  demeanour  of  consciooB  dignity,  uualloyed  by  the  sUgbteet  luitje  of 
arrugauce,  aad  cootrastiiig  oddly  enough  with  the  insigniiicatic*:  of 
hi»  slight  and  shapeless  perann.  Yet  the  spell  ho  exercised  was 
partly  drawn  from  still  another  source.  Parliamontaiy  eloquence  ia 
es-sentially  coUoquiAl ;  and,  when  nmst  embellished  or  ttustaine/1,  is. 
rather  prolonged  discoutso  than  oratory  properly  so  called.  It 
by  a  constant,  perhaps  an  unavoidable,  observance  of  this  tono^  thaA' 
Mr  Wilberforce  exenjia^d  the  chAmi  which  none  could  reaiat,  but 
which  many  were  unable  to  explain.  His  speechea  in  the  House  of 
Commons  bore  the  closest  resemblance  to  his  familiar  conversation. 
There  was  the  same  earnest  sincerily  uf  manner,  the  same  natural 
and  varied  cadences,  the  same  animation  and  cas<.%  and  the  same  tone 
of  polished  socioty  ;  and  while  his  atToctionate,  lively,  and  graceful 
talk  flowed  on  without  the  slightest  appearance  of  effort  or  study, 
critiritnn  it.sclf  scarcely  perceivcid,  or  at  least  excused,  the  rcdundanc 
of  his  language. 

But,  as  wc  have  said,  it  was  nut  in  Parliament  that  hie  powers  as 
a  public  speaker  had  their  liighest  exei:i:L*^e.  His  habitual  trains  of 
thoiight,  luid  the  feelings  wliich  he  most  deeply  cherished,  could 
rarely  find  uttomncc  in  that  scene  of  strife  and  turmoil  At  tha , 
hnstin^rs,  where  the  occasion  justitied  the  use  of  a  more  didact 
stylo,  there  was  much  simple  majesty  in  tho  uncompromising  avowal 
of  his  principles,  and  in  the  admonitions  suggested  by  them.  He 
there  applied  the  grave  eloquence  of  the  pulpit  to  secular  uses.  But 
it  was  in  the  great  asaemblagoa  held  for  religious  and  charitable  ob- 
jects that  tho  current  of  his  eloquence  moved  writh  the  great) 
impetus  and  volume.  In  them  he  at  once  felt  liis  way  to  the  hea 
of  his  eager  and  delighted  hearers.  In  the  fulness  of  the  chari^' 
which  believeth  all  things,  giving  credit  to  the  multitude  for 
feelings  as  pure  and  benevolent  as  his  own,  he  possessed  the  pnver 
of  gracefully  and  decorously  k^nng  aside  the  reserve  which  liabit^ 
ually  shrouded  from  the  imiveivnt  and  profane  the  more  seoret  and 
cherished  feelings  of  hia  heart.  Nothing  was  ever  more  einguhu-,  or 
loss  framed  upon  any  previous  model  of  eloquence,  than  were  some 
of  those  addresses  in  which  the  chasteneil  style  of  the  House  of 
Commons  (of  oU  assemblies  the  most  fastidioit^)  was  employed  to 
give  ulteranco  to  thonghtA  which,  though  host  boconilug  the  deepest 
rolirement,  retained,  even  in  these  crowded  scones,  their  delicacy  not 
less  than  their  beauty.  The  most  ardent  of  his  expressions  bore  tlio 
impress  of  indubitable  siuoerity,  and  of  calm  au<l  sol)er  conviction ; 
and  were  instantly  distinguished  by  the  instinct  ol'  Ids  hearerft  from 
the  lees  genuine  eGathusia.sm  of  others  who  dissolved  their  meoniu^ 
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in  ecstasy,  and  soared  beyond  tlie  reach  of  Imman  comprehcasion 

into  tlie  tliird  hujivoua  of  artificial  rapture.     It  was  aii  oxample  jwr- 

Imps  as  full  of  ilangur  na  of  interest.     Not  a  fow  are  the  offemive 

itadona  whicli  hare  been  attempted  of  a  model  which,  conld  bo 

llowed  sncecasfuUy,  or  oven  innocently,  by  none  'whoso  bosoms 

id  nut  really  burn  with  the  same  heavenly  affections,  who  did  not 

pnictiBO  tlie  same  ecvore  o)»eryance  of  tratit,  or  whose  taste  Imd  uob 

OBfJi  refiiuid  to  llm  wtnie  di-grec  of  soDsiliility. 

No  part  of  5Ir  Wilberforca's  biogmphy  will  be  read  with  greater 
intercut  than  that  which  describes  his  political  career.  Holding  for 
furty-lhree  yt-ars  a  coiisi>icuou3  place  iii  tliB  House  of  Commons,  the 
currettt  of  public  affaii-s,  as  it  flowed  pn&t  him,  reflected  his  character 
in  a  thuutHUid  didercnt  fonns ;  and  exliibitc<l,  on  the  oiost  lituiult- 
uouB  theatre  of  action,  the  influence  of  those  sacred  principles,  with 
tlie  workings  of  which  wo  are  for  the  most  port  conversant  only  in 
more  q^uiat  and  aecludcd  sceneii. 

"  From  any  one  truth  all  tnith  may  be  inferred," — a  Bacouion 
text,  from  wliich  certain  oomnicntntorii  of  the  loBt  contitry  concluded, 
that  he  who  possessed  a  Bible  might  diiapense  with  Grotius  and  with 
Locke ;  and  that  all  otlior  writings  shutUd  disappear  at  the  approach 
of  the  Scriptures,  as  they  hod  once  vanished  at  the  presence  of  the 
Koran.  The  opinion  which  precisely  reverses  this  doctrine  is 
^^Ki>i«ommende<:l  by  leui*  iii};enuity,  anrl  by  no  better  logic.  MrWiltw^r- 
^^V force  was  far  too  vtUe  a  man  to  imagine  that  any  revelation  from  God 
W  could  be  designed  to  supersede  the  duty  of  patient  research  into  all 
I  other  souTcea  of  knowledge.  But  neither  did  he  ever  reject  the 
I  vast  Iwdy  of  ethical  precepts  delivered  by  Divine  inspiration,  as 
^^—.irrelovant  to  the  political  questions  with  which  he  was  daily  con- 
^^■yersaut  He  invariably  brought  every  conclusion  drawn  from  oilier 
^"  Btudiee  to  the  test  of  their  consistem^y  with  the  sacred  oracles. 
They  supplied  him  with  an  ordinate  by  which  to  measure  every 
curve.  They  gave  him  what  most  public  men  cgregiously  want,  — 
the  lirm  hold  of  a  body  of  unchanging  opinions.  In  his  case  tlus 
advantage  was  pocoliaily  momcittous.  His  neglected  education,  his 
inaptitude  for  severe  and  continuous  mental  labour,  the  strongt.h  of 
his  sympathies,  and  hia  strong  pcrsouol  attachment  to  Air  Pitt,  all 
seemed  to  give  the  promise  of  a  ductile,  vacillating,  uncertain  coureo. 
Yet  in  reality  no  mnn  ever  pureued  in  Parliament  a  tuLrver  more 
entirely  gxiideil  by  fixed  principles,  or  more  frequently  at  variance 
with  lus  hahitual  inclinations.  His  connirctions,  both  public  and 
privato,  not  less  than  his  natural  temper,  diepoaed  Iiim  to  that  line 
of  policy  whi(^h,  in  our  days,  assumes  the  title  of  "  conservutivo ; " 
yut  his  conduct  was  almost  invariably  such  as  is  now  distinguished 
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by  the  epithets  "  Ul«?ral  and  refunning."     A  Tory  W  predilcctioi 
he  was  in  action  a  Whig.     Hia  heart  wafl  with  Mr  Pitt ;  hut  on  ; 
the  cardinal  questions  of  the  limes,  his  vote  was  given  to  Mr  ' 

This  c*>nllict  of  sentiment  with  principle  did  not,  however,  com-^ 
mence  in  the  earlier  days  of  Mr  Pitt's  administration ;  for  the  morlAl 
foti  of  Jacubimsm  entered  the  House  of  Commons  as  a  Parhantentorjr 
refonnerj  and  Mr  Wilheriorce  executed  a  rapid  journey  from  Nice 
to  London  in  the  winU^r  of  1784  to  support,  by  his  eloquence  and 
his  vote,  the  Reform  Hill  which  his  friend  intmducnd  in  the  SPsaton 
of  that  year.  The  following  broken  sentenoeB  from  his  duiiy  reconi 
tlie  reault : — "  At  Pitt's  all  day — it  goes  on  well — sat  up  late  chat- 
ting with  Pitt — his  hopes  of  the  country  and  noble  pjitriotic  heart 
— to  town— Pitt's — House — Parliamentary  reform — terribly  disap-, 
pointed  and  beat — extn-mely  fatij^ued — spolto  cjitttniely  ill  but  co 
mended — called  at  Pitt's — met  poor  Wy%-iL" 

Of  this  "ill  spoken"  but  "commended  speech,"  the  following  sen^J 
teuce  is  pri-AjrvtMl : — "  The  conseipienee  of  this  meaiiun!,"  he  said 
"will  be  that  tlie  ireedom  of  opinion  will  be  Testored,  and  party 
connections  in  great  measure  vanish,  for  party  on  one  side  begeUr  ' 
par^  on  the  other  j "- — a  prophecy  which,  rightly  understood,  U 
perceptibly  advancing  towards  its  fiUtilmcnt. 

Tlie  ill  success  uf  Mr  Pitt's  proposal  did  not  damp  Uie  zeal  of  Mt 
Wilberforce.  He  introduceii  into  the  House  of  Commons,  and  eve  " 
succeeded  in  currying  there,  two  of  the  most  important  cnactraenti 
of  the  Reform  Bill,  in  whichj  at  the  distance  of  nearly  half  a  century. 
Lord  Grey  obtained  the  reluctant  concurrence  of  the  Peers.  One  o( 
these  measures  provided  for  a  general  registration  of  vot^'rs  ;  the 
othi^r  for  holding  the  poll,  at  Uio  same  time,  in  several  (Liffi'rent 
part«  of  the  same  county. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  yranee  i«  to  be  dat«il 
the  dissohition  of  the  political  allianco  which  had,  till  then,  l>p<*n 
maintaine<l  with  little  interruption  between  Mr  Wilberforce  and  Mr 
Pitt^  Thongh  partaking  more  deeply  than  most  men  of  the  prr-va- 
lent  abhorrence  of  the  revolutionary  doctrines  of  tlial  day,  Mr  Wil- 
berforce's  resistance  to  the  war  was  dttcideJ  and  i>eraevering.  A.  j 
written  message  from  Mr  Pitt,  delivered  on  the  first  tlebate  on  tliat 
questian,  "  asstiring  }iim  that  his  speaking  then  might  do  irreparahla 
mischief,  and  promising  that  he  should  have  another  opportunity 
before  war  should  be  declared,"  defeatetl  bis  purjioee  of  prolesW 
ing  pablicly  against  the  approaching  hostilities;.  Accident  prevent 
the  redemption  of  Mr  Pitt's  pledgts,  hut  Mr  Wilberforce^s  purpo 
remained  unshaken.  *'  Our  (iovenimont,"  he  sa\-a,  in  u  letter  on 
this  subject,  "  had  been  for  some  months  before  the  breaking  out  < 
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the  var  negotbting  with  the  prmcipal  £aropean  powers,  for  the 
purpoee  of  obtaining  a  joint  represoDtation  to  France,  asaurmg  her 
tliut  if  »be  would  foimally  engage  to  kenp  within  her  liouta,  and  not 
molest  her  neighbours^  she  should  be  suffered  to  settle  ber  own 
internal  goremment  and  constitution  without  interference.  I  never 
waa  so  earnest  with  Mr  Fitt  on  any  other  occasion  as  I  was  in  my 
entreaties,  before  the  war  broke  out,  that  he  would  openly  declare  in 
the  House  of  Commons  that  ho  had  bwu,  and  (hen,  waa,  negotiating 
this  treaty.  I  urged  on  him  that  the  declaration  might  possibly 
produce  an  immediate  effect  in  France,  where  it  was  manifest  there 
prevailed  an  opinion  that  we  were  mfKlitating  some  interfcronce  witlt 
their  internal  afiiurs,  and  the  restomtion  of  Looia  to  his  throne.  At 
all  events,  I  hoped  that  in  the  &:i>-t  lucid  interval,  France  would  see 
how  little  reason  there  was  for  continuing  the  war  with  Great 
Britain  ;  and  at  Itast,  the  declamtion  must  silence  all  but  the  most 
detcmiiiieit  oppH>8itioniat  in  this  country.  How  far  this  ex]J6etatioii 
would  have  been  realised  you  may  estimate  by  Mr  Fox's  language 
whim  Mr  Fitt,  at  my  instance,  did  nuke  the  denlarotinn  lasc  winter 
(1799).  'If.'  he  said,  'the  Right  Honourable  Gontleman  had 
made  the  tleciaration  now  delivered,  to  France,  as  well  as  to  Huasiaf 
Anstriit,  and  Prussia,  I  should  have  nothing  more  tu  say  or  to 
desire.' " 

Experience  and  rellt;<:lion  confirmed  these  original  impressions. 
After  the  war  had  continued  for  a .  year,  "  Mr  WUberforco  was  en- 
gaged in  making  np  his  mind  cautiously  and  maturely,  and,  there- 
fore, slowly,  as  to  the  best  conduct  to  be  olwerved  by  Great  Britain 
in  the  present  critical  emergency."  With  what  a  severe  BeU'-oxamina- 
tiuD  be  was  accustomed  to  conduct  these  inquiries,  may  bo  learul  from 
an  entry  made  at  that  period  in  his  private  journal.  **  It  is  a  proof 
to  me  of  my  secret  ambition,  that  tliouyh  I  foresee  how  much  I 
shall  KutfcT  in  my  feelings  throiiphnnt  from  differing  from  Pitt,  and 
how  iadilfcrent  a  figure  I  shall  most  likely  make,  yet  that  motives 
of  ambition  will  iniiinunte  themselves.  Give  me,  0  Lord,  a  true 
sense  of  the  comparative  value  of  earthly  and  of  lip-ivenly  things  ; 
this  wiU  render  me  sober-mindodf  and  lix  my  affections  on  things 
alMive." 

Such  was  the  solemn  preparation  with  which  he  approachtyl  this 
mnmentous  question,  and  moved  in  tho  session  of  ITO-t  itn  aman<.l> 
mnnt  to  the  address,  recommending  a  more  pacific  policy.  Tlie 
failure  of  that  attempt  did  not  shake  his  purpose ;  for  after  the 
int^n'al  of  a  few  days  he  voted  with  Mr  Grey  on  a  direct  motion 
for  the  re-eatablishment  of  peacei  Tlie  genuine  self-denial  with 
which  this  aubmisaion  to  a  clear  sense  of  duty  ^^'aa  attended,  ^Ir 
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"Wilberforce  has  thus  tonchingly  described :  "Ho  one  wlio  lifts  not 
seen  a.  good  deal  of  pubLJc  Life,  and  felt  how  difRciUt  and  painful  it 
is  to  differ  widely  from  those  with  whom  you  wish  to  agree,  can 
jndgo  at  what  on  ospense  of  feolinj;  such  daties  are  perfonned. 
Wednesday,  February  4,  dined  at  Lord  Camden's.  Pepper,  an<l 
Lady  Arden,  Steele,  &e.  1  felt  queer,  and  all  day  out  of  epirita — 
wrong  I  but  hvul  by  the  idea  of  Titfa  alienation. — 12th,  party  of 
tha  old  firm  at  the  Speaker's;  I  not  there." 

Mt  Pitt's  alienation  was  not  the  only,  nor  the  most  severe,  penal^ 
which  Mr  Wilherforce  had  to  pay  on  this  occasion.  ITie  sarcamic 
of  Windham, — the  ironical  compliments  of  liurke^^ — ^  eold  rtH^ptioa 
from  ttie  King,— and  even  Fox's  congratulation  upon  his  approach- 
ing alliance  with  the  Opposition,  might  have  been  endured.  But  it 
was  more  hard  to  hftar  tlie  rebukes,  however  tenderly  conveyed,  of 
his  friend  and  early  guide,  the  Dean  of  Carlisle ;  tlie  reproachps  of 
tho  whole  body  of  his  rlrrical  allies  for  the  countenance  whicili  thej 
t»ut;eived  him  to  have  given  to  the  enemies  of  religion  and  of  order; 
and  the  earnest  remonstrances  of  many  of  hia  moat  powerful  sup- 
porters in  Yorkshire.  The  temper  so  accessible  to  all  kindly  in- 
iluoncca  waa^  however,  sustained  by  the  inrigorating  voice  of  an  ap- 
proving euuscleuce.  lie  reeuuied  his  (Micific  proposals  in  tho  ftpring 
of  17D5,  and  though  still  defeated,  it  was  by  a  decreasing  m^ori^. 
IJefore  the  closo  of  that  year,  Mr  Htt  himself  had  become  a  convert 
to  the  opinions  of  his  friend.  The  war  had  ceased  to  he  jxipnlar, 
and  Lord  Malmesbtuy's  negftiatiun  followed.  'Ilie  failure  of  that 
attempt  at  length  convinced  Mr  Wilberforce  that  the  war  wa-s  in- 
evitable ;  and  thenceforward  his  opposition  to  it  ceased.  Yet,  on 
the  renewal  of  hostilities  in  1803,  he  joined  Mr  Fox  in  opposing 
the  ministry,  not  merely  with  his  vote,  but  with  a  speech,  which  ho 
Buljsequently  publishetl. 

Tlie  impeachment  of  Lord  Melville  brought  llr  Wilberforce  into 
a  diretit  anil  jiaiufnl  hostility  to  those  with  whom  he  had  lived  in 
youthful  intimacy,  and  who  still  retained  their  ludd  on  his  heart 
Mr  Pitt  was  still  liia  chosen  friend ;  I/>nl  Melville  hod  l>een  his 
early  companion.  Hut  tliough  compelled  to  watch  tho  movement* 
of  the  *'  fascinating  eye "  and  "  the  agitated  countcn.ince "  turned 
reproachfully  to  him  from  tlie  Tn'asury  liench,  he  dehvered,  on  thia 
occasion,  one  of  tho  most  memomlile  of  hia  Parliamentarj-  speechee, 
— in  which  the  sternest  principles  of  public  morality  were  so  tonch- 
ingly oombineil  with  compassion  for  the  errors  bo  condemned,  that 
the  effect  was  irresistible  \  and  the  casting  vote  of  tlie  Si>caker  can 
scarcely  be  said  with  greater  truth  to  havn  determined  the  decision 
of  the  House.     Kothuig  more  truly  in  the  spirit  of  the  pure  and 
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ty  prinmplcB  by  which  ho  was  guided,  is  recorrletl  of  bim,  tlian 
his  defence  io  the  cliargo  of  mcoagislQUcy  for  declining  to  join  the 
deputation  which,  carried  up  to  the  King  the  subsequejit  address  for 
the  removal  of  I^rd  Mfthille  from  the  Royal  Ounr.iU.  *'  I  am  a 
little  surprised,"  he  said,  '*  that  it  should  be  imputed  as  a  fault  to 
any  that  they  did  not  accompany  the  prow-ssion  to  St  James's,  t 
aliould  have  thought  that  men's  own  feelings  might  have  saggpsted 
to  them  that  it  was  a  case  in  which  the  heart  might  he  permitted  to 
give  a  lesson  to  the  judgment  My  c<juntry  might  justly  demand 
that,  in  my  decision  on  liord  Melville's  conduct,  I  should  bo  governed 
by  tlie  rulwj  of  justice,  and  the  principle  of  tlie  constitution,  without 
sulTwriiig  party  considerations,  perso:^  friendship,  or  any  extrinsic 
motive  whatever,  to  interfere ;  that,  in  all  t)mt  was  substantial,  I 
should  deem  myself  as  in  the  exercise  of  a  judicial  ofhne.  But  when 
the  sentence  of  the  law  is  past,  is  not  that  sufficient  1  Am  I  to  join 
in  the  execution  of  it )  Is  it  to  be  expected  of  me  that  I  am  to 
stifle  the  natural  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  not  even  to  shed  &  tear 
over  the  very  sentence  I  am  pronouncing  ]  I  know  not  what 
Sjartan  virtue  or  stoical  pride  might  rcquiro ;  bvit  I  know  that  I 
am  taught  a  different,  ay,  and  a  better,  lesson  by  a  greater  than 
either  Lycurgua  or  Zeno.  Christianity  enforces  no  such  sacrifice. 
She  requires  us  indeed  to  do  justice,  but  to  love  mercy.  I  learn  in 
her  school  not  to  triumph  even  over  a  conquered  enemy,  and  must  I 
join  the  triumph  over  a  fallen  friendl" 

Although  the  Historian  of  the  Beign  of  George  TIT.  will  probably 
notice  Mr  "VVilberforee  chiefly  or  oxclusiwly  as  the  author  of  two 
great  Parliamentary  measures,  the  Annalist  of  the  same  times  will 
assign  to  him  a  place  in  almost  every  memorable  debate  of  tlie 
House  of  Commons,  during  the  last  forty  yean  of  that  reign,  and 
daring  the  first  five  years  of  the  reign  which  followed  it.  But  the«e 
occuncncee,  so  numerous  and  so  disconnected,  will  hanlly  be 
manageable  as  a  whole,  or  capable  of  exhibition,  as  so  many  so 
quenr>!3,  even  in  the  hands  of  a  Biographer,  unless  he  shall  treat 
every  incident  which  he  shall  glean  from  the  debates  and  journals 
of  the  Hous<!,  as  so  many  iudieatioua  of  the  same  unvarj-ing  con- 
victions, or  as  examples  of  a  lawgiver  continually  acting  in  the 
spirit  of  a  judge — eei-ldug  no  guide  but  truth — refusing  implicit 
obedience  to  the  voice  of  any  commander — derided  by  the  whole 
body  of  partisans  as  irresolute,  fluctuating,  and  unstable, — and  yet 
being  almost  the  only  member  of  the  I-egifllaturo  whosw  conscience 
■was  perfectly  clear  of  that  reproach.  From  the  commencement  to 
the  close  of  his  public  8er\'ice,  he,  and  perhaps  he  alone,  shaped  his 
course  with  au  eye  continually  fixed  on  what  he  believed  to  bo  the 
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welfare  of  his  country,  with  wfuMi  no  penonal  and  no  j 
iutereat  was  ever  penniUed  to  interfere. 

Tbufl,  in  the  tnuimiillity  of  the  years  1785  and  1786,  during  the 
nlonns  of  1H))0,  anrl  amidst  the  diaaflention  of  1S22,  Mr  Wilber- 
foroe  was  alike  a  Parliamentary  Kefornier,  and  always  witli  eqtul 
(Iwigion.  For  at  all  times,  aiid  under  each  new  ospetit  of  atlaire,  hft 
acknowledged  the  duty  of  wrestling,  at  whaterer  hazard,  with  the 
great  moral  erila  iusepaiahle  &oni  the  purchase  and  sale  of  seats  in 
the  Legislature. 

He  was  the  zealous  defender  of  the  Toleration  Act,  against  Mr 
Pitt  and  Bisliop  Prottytnaii  in  1800,  and  against  Lurd  Siduiouth  in 
1811.  For  he  judged  that  the  real  intereeteof  ChriidJanity  required 
that  all  men  ehoiild  bo  free  to  diffnae  their  genuine  religious  opiniona 
But  he  waH  the  equally  zealous  antugonisl  of  the  Maynooth  Grant 
in  1807  and  1808,  because  he  tlioiiglil  that  the  same  intereeta  for- 
bade the  intervention  of  the  state  itaelf  to  propagate  doctrincA  con- 
demned by  onr  M^clesiaatical  and  civil  polity  aa  deadly  errors,  and  to 
niaintain  practioej)  censured  by  the  same  polity  as  nothing  less  than 
idolalrotm. 

In  the  perilous  times  of  1797  and  1800,  and  in  the  times  of 
supposed  peril  of  1817  and  181'J,  he  defended  the  bills  snspendiug 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  La  180G  he  opposed  the  admiasion  into 
the  Cabinet  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Xing's  Benct,  For  he 
liabitually  regardc<l  himst'^lf  as  the  depository  of  the  sacred  trust  of 
transmitting  our  great  national  institutions  unimpairfd  to  ^ture 
times,  whether  they  were  assailed  by  democratic  vitdence,  or  by 
the  personal  predileotiona  or  the  party  spirit  of  the  ministur  of  the 
day. 

His  zeal  for  public  morality  stimulated  him  not  only  to  zealous 
efforts  for  diminishing  the  number  of  oatlis,  for  the  abolition  of 
lotteric,^,  and  for  xescuing  the  day  of  rest  from  profanation,  but  to 
an  effort,  far  more  opposed  to  his  natuisl  temper,  to  bring  AVamm 
Hastings  to  the  punishment  which,  under  the  shelter  of  the  relaxed 
and  conventional  morality  of  his  judges,  he  ultimately  escaped. 

Yet  Mr  Wilberforee  wua  not  to  lie  dmwn  into  the  support  or 
the  rejection  of  any  measure  by  arguments,  however  plausihle  of 
popular,  which  be  oonsideied  to  be  eironBously  deduced  irom  the 
great  laws  of  public  morality ;  and  therefore,  at  the  expenfie  of 
appearing  bo  the  multitude  to  abandon  the  standard  under  which 
he  had  so  often  rallied  them,  he  refused  to  condemn  the  seiztire  of 
the  Danish  fleet  at  Copenhagen.  Yet  the  same  fixed  re«olTQ  to 
obey  his  own  conscience  at  whatever  immediate  pain,  induced  him 
condemn,  uven  with  stemnues,  the  ill-Cated  expedition  to  Wal- 
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cnerPTi,  althmigh  it  hiui  "bmti^iht  ovcrwhnlnimjf  ridinilo  on  the 
84^cond  pjirl  of  Chulhaiu,  the  broUior  of  the  niudt  iiitimdtc  uf  liis 
yearly  friends. 

And  tliift  lofty  dflterminatinn,  fearle«sly  to  pursue  the  riglit  into 
[irhatcver  coiise<iueuces  it  mi^-ht  winduol  him,  supplied  liini.  oa  it 
'not  rarely  happens,  with  much  poUticol  truth,  to  wliich  others  more 
tanlily  and  imperfectly  attained  by  a  merely  inteUectual  process. 
This  kind  of  iutultive  wisdom  made  him  a  free  trader  in  1737  on  the 
debute  of  the  Krunch  and  Portuguese  commercial  treaties  —  a  bank 
.  ivgtrietionist  ten  years  later — -the  triumphant  antagoniat,  in  1806,  of 
r  a  tax  on  iron,  the  raw  material  of  one  of  our  grcnt  staple  trade* — 
and  in  1816,  tlto  opponent  of  the  Income  Tax,  which  was  prevent- 
ing thoeo  aocumuliitious  of  capital  on  which  the  prosperity  of  all 
trades  depeinia. 

Kidicule,  though  distinctly  foreseen  and  keenly  apprehended,  could 
not  deter  him  from  eupportinp  an  addfttas  to  King  George  III.  to  use 
his  influence  for  the  delivery  of  L&fayetto  ftom  his  prUon  at  Olmutz. 
Jfor  could  his  loyal  atttwhment  to  that  eovcroi^  (who  lived  in  his 
family  so  wiaely,  and  governed  his  kingilum  ao  disaRtrously)  induce 
Imn  to  acquiesce  in  the  grants  to  the  Princes  of  the  Royul  House,  or 
to  oppose  them  silently,  though,  as  wo  leom,  Mr  Pitt  was  **  furious" 
on  the  oci^aion.  While  others  were  tef^arding  the  Australian 
continent  only  as  u  vast  receptacle  for  conTiets,  his  Parliamentary 
influence  was  used  tor  laying  there  the  foundations  of  the  Church 
which  now  occupies  every  inbabite*!  district  of  New  South  Wale*. 
While  others  were  diverting  the  whole  current  of  national  expendi- 
ture to  the  support  of  the  war,  he  was  labouring,  in  the  Hou^  of 
Commons,  to  obtain  for  the  Church  of  England  that  increased  assist- 
ance by  which  alone,  as  ho  beUeved,  an  effectual  barrier  could  Ixi 
raised  amougsi  us  aj^iinst  ignorance  and  vic*^  disaffection  and 
anarchy. 

It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  great  contemporary  iujSuence,  with 
the  small  posthummi.s  celebrity,  of  ^o  many  of  the  eminent  outors 
on  the  theatre  of  the  world.  It  is  often  difficult  to  detect,  or  even 
to  conjecture,  what  was  the  real  secret  of  an  autliority  long  since 
expended,  and  which  no  extant  reconl  renders  intdiigiblc.  In 
many  of  such  cases  it  will  be  found  that  the  power  possessed  by  a 
man  in  his  own  generation  depended  much  more  thou  we  willingly 
believe,  on  his  having  possessed,  in  his  bodily  organism,  a  moot  in- 
terpreter for  the  movements  of  his  souL  He  may  bo  great  who 
addresses  mankind  by  tlie  {len,  the  pencil,  or  the  chisel,  if  Minerva 
alone  be  prupitious  to  him.  But  half  Olvmpus  must  favour  him 
who  wooUl  ii»  to  eminence  by  arts  whidi  bring  him  into  daily 
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uiterconree  ■with  liia  fellow-men.  Every  hero  of  history  has  Twi^^T 
sort  of  EosciuB  in  bis  way  ;  ax  Lniiia  XIV.  Ixvirtno  a  kiml  of  hero, 
merely  because  he  cxcellt'*!  all  mankind  in  the  riite  of  the  Grand 
Jloimrnue.  Half  the  Parliamcntftry  reputJiIion  of  our  own  timta 
rests  on  no  higher  p-ound.  AVe  therefore  derogate  nothiiiR  from 
Mr  Wilberforce  in  ascribing  much  of  his  influence  in  the  ilouse  of 
ComiDoufl  to  hiH  imrivalled  dnuuatic  powers.  The  etiideut  of  the 
history  of  tho^e  timps,  who  sliall  read  some  of  the  discourses  which 
won  for  him  so  high  ft  reputation,  will  scarcely  avoid  the  Ix'lief  that 
it  was  very  ill  merited.  But  if  he  had  heard  them  fall  from  the 
lipa  of  the  Bpcakcr — if  he  had  eeen  liim  rising  with  a  spirit  and 
,  Beif-reliance  which  Mercutio  might  have  envied,  and  had  liatpncd 
to  those  tones  so  full,  liquid,  and  penetrating,  and  had  watehe'l  the 
eye  sparkling  as  each  playfiU  fancy  erossed  liia  ficdd  of  vision,  or 
Rowing  when  ho  spoke  of  the  oppressions  done  upon  the  earth  — 
the  fragile  form  elevating  and  expanding  itself  into  heroic  dignity — 
and  the  transitions  of  his  gestures,  so  rapid  and  so  complete,  eaeh 
snecessivd  attitude  adapting  itself  so  easily  to  eai'h  new  variation  of 
his  style — he  would  no  more  have  wondered  at  the  efficacy  even  of 
ordinary  topics  and  of  common-place  remarks  fnjm  stieh  a  speaker, 
than  at  the  magic  of  the  tamcat  s^Kjech  from  the  lips  of  Garrick  or 
of  Tahna. 

And  yot  it  was  neither  in  his  Parllamentery  life,  nor  in  the  mixed 
intercourse  of  society,  nor  in  the  throng  of  hie  almoners,  nor  amidst 
the  crowds  with  whom  he  was  accustomed  to  inti^rchauge  the  sym- 
pathies of  greAt  charitable  meetinga,  that  the  mngo  and  force  of  his 
power  over  the  hearta  of  hia  aasoeiat^p  was  most  effectually  dis- 
played. The  moKt  potent  incantations  of  this  great  magician  were 
laised  within  the  sacred  circle  of  his  home.  ITiere  his  wife,  the 
daughter  of  Isaac  Bpooner,  a  country  gentleman  in  Warwicksliirc, 
and  their  four  sons  {destined,  aflerwards,  to  become  conspicuous 
memlters  of  society),  and  their  two  daughters,  and  his  only  sister 
and  her  husband,  formed  the  interior  of  the  many  circles  of  which 
he  was  the  common  centre.  1 1  wua  incomparably  tlie  dearest ;  yet 
he  loved  much  the  second  grtnip,  composed,  as  it  was  of  his  mora 
remote  kindred,  and  of  the  chown  friends  of  his  youth  ;  and  niucJi 
he  delighted  in  the  thin!,  ihronginl  a^  it  continually  was  by  the 
associates  of  his  labours  for  the  commonwealth  and  fur  the  Church  ; 
and  much  also  it  rejoieeii  hira  to  regale,  with  hospitable  cheer^  and 
kind  or  gay  discourse,  the  remoter  multitude  who,  from  fJades  to 
Ganges,  sought  admittance  at  bis  house,  some  to  gratify  their 
curiosity,  some  to  explain  every  grievance  suffered  beneath  the  sun, 
and  some  to  soUcit  countenance  for  schemes  of  bcne&uence,  mom 
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numerous  and  more  vari«i4  than  Bver  were  conceived  in  Laputa,  or 
accomplished  in  the  New  Atlantis. 

But  in  proportion  to  the  shortness  of  the  radii  was  the  warmth 
and  brightness  at  the  circumferunce.  "With  his  wife  and  children 
about  him,  the  aged  William  WilborforcA  bocamo  once  more  a  child, 
and  seemed  for  the  moment  scarcely  older  than  his  boys.  Their 
glad  voices  found  in  his  a  no  leas  joyous  echo,  or,  rising  spon- 
taneouBly  to  the  level  of  their  mirth,  hii  fip'mU  would  appear  as 
unbroken  as  their  own.  Nor  were  kind  filial  urtifures  wuntuig  to 
lure  the  old  man  to  the  sheltered  walk  where  he  liked  best  to  slroll, 
and  there  to  guide  him  to  those  recollections  on  which  he  dwelt 
with  the  fondest  delight,  and  the  most  abounding  aniueuce  of 
anecdote  attd  of  reflection.  From  such  lopir^  the  tninsitiou  wa^i 
easy,  and  indeed  inevitable,  to  the  tliou<.'hts  which  luid  settU^d  douii 
into  tilt"  lowftgt  depths  of  his  soni,  hut  which  he  never  poured  out 
in  BO  f\dl  a  current,  or  illoatrated  with  such  fertility,  as  when  hia 
e'>ns  Iiad  gathered  round  him.  I'hen  he  would  speak  as  if  touching 
the  lyre  of  David,  of  all  the  relations  between  the  Divine  nature 
and  the  human,  and  would  lliid  in  every  incident  of  his  past  life, 
in  whati-vor  lie  liiul  observed  of  tlie  lives  of  others,  in  uich  [lastaKO 
of  Holy  Writ,  and  every  woll-remorabGrod  poem,  in  the  whole  world, 
visible  or  audible,  buttceaaes  and  omjuuenU  for  the  two  main  pillars 
of  his  creed — the  llist^  that  Gud  is  love ;  the  second,  tliat  tiad  u 
tnitli. 

Wlioever  hud  wished  to  find  fault  with  tlie  social  habits  and 
demeanour  of  Mr  Wilberfon^e,  would  have  conipLiined  of  his  too 
npid  movement  and  versatility  of  mind,  which  left  no  room  for  ri> 
pose,  and  for  that  delibcrnte  interchange  of  intelligence  and  opinion, 
to  which  repose  is  indispensable.  But  this  excitement  and  hurry  of 
spirit  was  subdued,  in  the  society  of  his  wife  and  children,  by  the 
jealous  tenderness  which  deprecated  the  association,  in  titeir  minds, 
with  the  idea  of  hinuwlf^  of  any  other  than  laudable,  .and  reverent, 
and  airt>ctionate  reniembrances.  Even  in  their  boyhood  he  listcjied 
to  his  sons  with  a  staid  and  sober  quietness,  foreign  to  his  ordinary 
manners ;  and  in  their  manhood  invited  their  information,  courted 
their  advice,  and  deferred  to  their  judgment  with  the  same  kindly 
confidence  with  wliich  be  stayed  hid  feeble  steps  by  leaning  on  their 
more  vigorous  anus. 

Friendship  never  aasnroed  a  more  touching  form.  His  paternal 
tenderness  had  not,  even  in  their  early  years,  degenerated  into  fond- 
ness, or  expressed  it<telf  by  car(fs»es,  or  by  a  blhid  and  jmrtial  »1- 
mimtion.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  with  an  almost  morbid  acuteness 
that  he  detected  the  germs  of  e\*il,  moral  or  intellectual,  in  liia 
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cluldien,  and  watched  tho  growth,  or  the  decline,  of  any  wayward 

humour  or  dangerous  pro|ien8ity  in  them.  "When,  however,  the 
anxious  days  of  their  education  were  coraplofod,  then,  if  ever,  might 
be  traced  on  hia  vencmhlo  countenance  one  flu^h  of  human  pridr-,  an 
he  would  exclaim.  *'  I  have  had  three  sons  at  Oxford,  und  all  of  them 
£i8tH:lass  men.  Show  me  the  man  who  tan  make  the  same  boast ! " 
Ab  yean  rolled  on,  and  he  saw  two  of  thow?  sons  presbyters  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  the  third  self-devoted  to  the  samu 
high  offit:e,  there  wiis  no  longer  room  in  his  heart  for  any  emntiuu 
less  profound  than  tliat  of  adoring  gratitude,  that  hia  habitual 
prayer  for  them  had  btt-n  heiml.  If  they  had  bought  home  royal 
patents,  placing  them  among  tho  chief  nobles  of  the  reaho,  he  wottld 
have  ifgarded  them  us  meiiri  iind  worthU^ss  honours,  compared  with 
that  which  their  ordination  to  that  sacred  function  had  caoferred 
upon  his  hnuftn. 

And  who  that  ever  witnessed  can  urer  forget  the  solemn  and 
delighted  complacency  with  wbiiih  he  took  hia  seat  among  Uie  oon- 
gp^jsUtion  to  whidi  eitlier  of  his  8uu9  was  to  minister — tlio  child-like 
docility  with  which  ho  listened  to  the  voice  of  his  child — how  be 
icjoifcd  to  gatliBr.  fur  liig  own  ^piriLiial  nuti-inifiit,  Llio  ripe  harvest 
of  the  aoeda  which,  in  earlier  days,  he  had  himgelf  sown  in  their 
minds — with  what  a  grave  and  tendw  joy  he  pailiiok  of  ilie  domestic 
devotions  whieli  they  had  teanit  from  huusolf  to  oth-r — and  in 
what  tones  of  almost  oppressive  gnitiludo  lo  God,  he  would  speak  of 
llm  dflight  of  aucompauyiii'^  one  of  theiu  in  his  piialoral  visits,  and 
of  joining  in  the  prayers  which  hia  young  messenger  of  the  Goepel 
of  I'eoeo  hful  there  poured  forth  by  the  beds  of  his  sick  or  dying 
parishioners. 

Many  years  have  since  paj«sed  over  those  who  at  that  time  gajtod 
ujion  that  aged  father,  80  joyoua  and  bo  placid,  his  fading  oy« 
and  furrowoi:!  cheek  reflecting  the  dawn  of  the  eternal  day  then 
about  to  rise  upon  hini,  his  work  on  earth  accompIishe<^l,  and  hia 
earthly  liopra  fiiltilled,  blosstng  his  children,  and  blessed  by  tliem  ; 
and  although  those  yuars  have  brought  with  them  such  events  na  to 
render  dim  and  obscure  almost  every  other  rutrospoct,  the  imperish- 
able image  of  tliat  old  man — contemplating  ao  serenely,  from  tho 
narrow  isthmns  of  life,  the  world  he  had  loved  and  soired  so  long, 
«nd  the  world  fvv  whicli  lio  had  been  so  long  maturing — still  poa- 
tKOBM  their  mf^morim  in  unimpaired  distinctness ;  attesting  to  them 
that  c\'en  the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death  may  emilo  like  th« 
green  pastures,  and  be  tranquil  aa  the  waters  of  comfort,  lo  one 
who  descends  Into  it,  sustained  by  the  statf,  and  defended  by  th« 
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ifodf  of  the  Good  Shepherd  whoao  guidance  ho  haa  ibllowod  all  bia 
F  journey  throagh. 

The  kind  Providence  whioh  thus  conducted  him  withciTew  him 
from  the  conflicts  of  pnhlic  life  boforo  ho  had  lost  tho  strongth  with- 
out ^viiich  retirement  can  neither  bo  really  enjoyed  nor  fittv  improved. 
In  tho  year  18:25  ho  quitted  Parliament  to  pass  tho  rest  of  \aa  days 
in  the  bosom  of  his  family.     There,  howieTer,  he  did  not  entirely 
r<  escape  those  aorrovs  which  nsually  gather  round  as  aa  Uie  ahudnu's 
[grow  long.     lie  had  to  woep  by  ih&  dying  beda  of  each  of  his  two 
"diiuj^hters ;  and  from  that  want  of  worldly  wisdom  which  always 
characterised  him,  he  lost  a  considerable  part  of  bia  fortune  in  a 
L«peculat)Dn  from  which  be  bad  nothing  to  gain  or  to  hope  bat  tba 
f  gratification  of  parent-d  kiudne'sa. 

Never  were  Mich  miaibrtunes  more  effoctually  hafflwl  Ity  the  in- 
volnonble  peace  of  a  cheerful  and  self-approvin-j  beiirt.  There  were 
not^  indeod,  wanting  external  circumstances  of  a  painful  character 
which  marked  hia  companitive  poverty,  but  the  most  close  and  in- 
timate observer  cuuld  never  perceive  in  hia  countenance  or  in  his 
demeanour  eo  much  as  a  pafuiing  shade  of  dejectiun  or  anxiety  on 
that  aoeount.  Ho  might,  indeed,  have  been  supposed  to  be  unoon- 
rwiouR  that  he  had  Inst  anything,  but  for  the  remarkB  which 
coaaionally  fell  from  him  on  tho  divine  goodness  wliich  bad  con- 
^  Vfrt-c<l  the  seeming  calamity  into  a  blessing  to  his  children  and  to 
bun  self. 

Two  of  them  had  by  this  time  become  incumlK;nt.>*  of  parsonaieee, 
— of  which  one  sl-ood  on  the  plea-sant  bills  which  skirt  the  Sled- 
way,  and  tho  other  on"  tho  elope  which  connects  tlie  hiffh  doivus  of 
the  Isle  of  Wijiht  with  the  adjact'nt  ocean.  In  his  altered  furtunes 
he  found  a  wi'leome  apology  for  withdrawing  from  aodety  at  largo 
to  gladden  by  his  almost  constant  prc-sonce  thoeo  qnict  homes  of  tho 
IBons  by  whom  his  biography  has  since  boeli  written.  Tliere,  sar- 
oundcd  by  his  wife,  his  cliildrpn,  and  hia  grandeliihlren,  ho  yielded 
llUmself  to  the  current  of  each  succeainivo  desire  ;  for  ho  had  now 
acquired  that  rare  maturity  of  ttio  moral  rrtaturc,  in  which  the  conflict 
betwoen  inclination  and  duty  is  over,  and  virtue  and  selj-indulgenco 
_are  tho  same. 

As  his  later  yenre  wore  away,  sf>mo  decline  of  hia  intellertttal  powers 

I  oeoasion&Uy  perceptible  to  the  friends  of  his  earlier  and  mora 

ctive  days.     But  in  general  it  wri«  otherwiso  ;  and  after  an  evening 

'  uunt«r  with  him  on  the  sands  which  stretch  towards  the  Neodlcs,  or 

beneath  the  holly  hedges  whicli  f^kirt  the  hop-gardens  in  the  northern 

district  of  Kent,  it  was  dilBculb  not  to  recall  and  (ailenlly  at  least) 
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to  apply  to  him  the  apostrophe  of  Cowley  to  the  aged  author  of  tho 
^V-Leviathan:"— 

"  Kor  cm  thfl  aaowt  which  now  oold  ago  bath  sbcd 
Upon  thy  revereiwl  head. 
Quench  or  slkr  the  nuhlo  firea  vithln  : 
For  all  tliat  Ihou  hofll  b««iL,  and  nil  tliat  youth  can  he, 
ITjou'rt  yet — lo  ftiUr  atUl  dott  thou 
PosseM  ths  manbooa  and  the  hloom  of  wit. 
To  tbiugs  Immoital  time  can  do  no  frrong, 
And  that  which  never  is  to  die,  for  evei  muithe  young." 

The  end  of  his  pilgrimage  was  now  drawing  near,  and  gmliu^* 
gentle,  and  serene  was  his  descent  to  the  dark  waters  tbroti^'li  whit^h 
all  must  paastotheuusceu  and  unLmaginable  regions  which  lie  beyond. 
T!ie  heavenly  guide  who  had  thus  far  conducted  him  did  not  desert 
him  now.  Louking  back  with  gratitude — sometimea  eloquent,  and 
sometimes  striving  in  vain  for  utterance — ^to  Ms  long  career  of  use> 
fulness,  of  honour,  and  of  enjoyment,  he  watched,  with  grave  oam- 
posure,  the  ebb  of  the  current  which  was  fust  bearing  him  U)  his 
eternal  reward.  After  a  very  brief  illness,  and  with  no  indication  of 
bodily  suffering,  he  died  in  his  scvpnty-tifth  year,  in  undisturbed 
tranquillity ,^brcathing  out  to  aU  wlio  surrounded  him  in  hin  latoAt 
hours,  benedictions  full  of  love,  and  tboi^hts  dictated  by  heavenly 
wisdom,  not  ^vithout  the  irradiation  of  one,  at  least,  of  those  bright 
gluanis  of  gaiety  which,  in  his  Ixappy  nature,  no  shadow  waa  ever  deep 
enough  entirely  to  obscure. 

He  was  Jaid  in  the  grave  in  Westminster  Abbey,  in  the  presence 
of  a  largo  number  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
and  with  all  the  solemnities  which  their  zeal  could  devise  toe:(|)res8 
their  sense  of  the  services,  the  dignity,  and  the  worth  of  llie  col 
leag\ie  they  deplored.  Never  had  the  solemn  ritual  of  the  Chu 
been  pronounced  over  the  grave  of  any  of  her  children  M-ith  mon 
affecting  or  more  appropriate  ti'nth.  Never  were  recited  on  a  moB 
titling  occasion  the  solemn  words,  "  I  heard  a  voice  from  Ueavea  J 
saying  unio  me — Write.  From  heucefurtli  blessed  are  the  dead  whichJ 
die  in  the  Lord.  Even  so,  saith  the  Spirit;  for  they  rest  ^n] 
their  hibours." 

The  hook*  to  which  (not  unaided  by  other  sources  of  knowledge) ' 
we  are  chiefly  inilebted  for  the  materials  of  thia  rapid  survoy  of 
the  life  and  nhamcter  of  Mr  Wilberforce,  contains  some  incidental 
notices  of  the  eminent  persons  with  whom  he  associated.     Th 

•  Th«  TJfe  of  'VVillinin  WilVwrforee,  by  hu  sods,  Robert  Ihuiq  Wilberfoi 
U.A..  and  Samuel  WUbvrforw,  M.A.  In  five  volumes.  Loadoo,  18 
Uomy. 
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Gontribatton  thus  made  to  the  biographical  history  of  that  time  is 

ileas  extoiiBive  than  might  have  been  anticipated  ;  and,  indeed,  less 

lliittirestiug,  except  as  il  throws  some  light  on  the  private  Uib  of 

IiIt  Pitt,  of  whose  personiil  habits  the  world  at  hirye  has  acaroely 

any  intf^UigCTicc.     In  these  volumes  a  gUmpse  of  Itiin  in  caught  at 

one  time  as  he  poasea  on  evening  in  classical  studies  or  amnsL-menta 

with  ilr  Canning,  and  at  another  aa,  with  the  aid  of  Mr  WUber- 

foTce  and  Lord  Grenville,  he  cuts  a  walk  through  his  plantations  at 

Holwood.     On  the  whoUs  howerer,  the  William  Pitt  of  this  work 

is  the  austere  Minist^'r  with  whom  we  wore  ab-widy  so  well  ac- 

,  qoainted,  not  the  man  himsolf,  in  his  natural,  or  in  his  emaiidpntcd 

ate. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr  Wilberforco  is  almost  the 
only  passage  which  gives  us  au  iutiimition  of  the  careless  fiuniliarity 
in  which,  for  many  years,  tUcy  Uvcd  together : — 

"  And  now,  after  having  transacted  my  business  with  the  ^finis- 

ter,  ft  word  or  two  to  the  man — a  chumctor  in  which,  if  it  is 

mure  pleasant  to  you,  it  is  no  less  pleasant  to  me  to  address  you. 

I  wish  you  may  bo  passing  yoiur  time  half  as  salubriously  and  com- 

L  fortably  aa  1  am  at  Gisbome's,  where  I  am  breathing  good  air.  opting 

[good  mutton,  keeping  gi>ud  hour*,  and  enjoying  the  compftTiy  of 

Igood  friends.     You  have  only  two  of  the  four  at  comm.-md,  nor 

Fviese  always  in  go  pure  a  slate  as  in  Ncodwood  Forest ;  your  town 

mntton  being  apt  to  be  woolly,  anil  your  t^iwn   frionds   to   be 

interested  :  however,  I  sincerely  believe  yon  are,  through  the  guod- 

bness  of  Providen<»!,  better  otf  iu  the  latter  particular  than  has  been 

>  the  fate  of  ninety -nine  Ministers  out  of  a  hundreil ;  and  as  for  the 

former,  the  quantity  you  lay  in  may  in  some  degree  atone  for  the 

quality ;  and  it  is  a  sign  that  neitlier  in  friends  nor  mutton  you 

have  yet  lost  your  taste.     Indeed,  I  shall  n;ckon  it  a  had  symptom 

of  your  moral  or  corporeal  state,  m  the  case  may  he,  when  )our 

palate  ia  so  vitiated,  that  you  cannot  distinguish  the  true  from  the 

false  flavour.    AU  this  ia  sod  stuff,  but  you  must  allow  us  gentle- 

meu  who  live  in  forests  to  be  a  little  figurotive.     I  will  only  add, 

however  (tliat  I  may  not  quite  exhaust  your  patience),  tlvot  1  hope 

you  will  never  cease  to  rcUsh  me,  and  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  the 

I  ingredients  arc  gond,  though  you  may  not  altogether  approve  of  the 

[oooldi^     Yours  over, 

"W.   WlI.BSRrOBCB. 

"P.S. — ^Hemember  me  to  all  friends.  I  hope  you  have  no  mor© 
gotlt)  &c.     If  you  will  at  any  time  give  me  a  line  (Uiough  it  be  bat 
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of  it    Tm  viU  think  ae  be-Bocked 


Ob  tli»  occMHO  of  Ur  Htfa  did  «afa.  Mr  TSsnex,  Mr  WlI- 
twfow  bad  deagsed  to  Mag  the  safajeck  ouiflr  the  ttotim  of  th« 
Hook  of  Commonii    The  inteutioa  irv  drfartwrl  hj  the  following 

kiad  and  characteristic  letter : — 

"Mjd/^WUbcribroe. 

**  I  ua  not  tlw  pegaon  to  trgaa  vtth  jroo.  on  a  sobject  in 
which  I  am  a  good  deal  coocemad.  I  hope,  too,  that  I  am  in- 
capable  of  doubting  your  kindness  to  me  (howevtr  misUikcn  I  may 
think  it),  if  you  let  any  sentiment  of  that  sort  actuate  roa  on  the 
]ir«aent  occasion.  I  must  sat^poae  iiuA  aome  sack  feeling  haa  inad* 
TertonUy  operatiyl  upon  yon,  becaoae,  whaterer  may  be  your  geaawl 
acntimenta  un  subjecu  of  this  nature,  they  can  bare  acquired  no  new  * 
tona  or  additional  argument  &om  anything  that  has  pasied  in  thia^ 
tssaaaction.  You  moat  be  supposed  to  bnng  this  forward  in  , 
ence  to  tlie  individual  case. 

**  III  duing  m,  you  will  be  acoeaaoiy  in  loading  one  of  the 
with  unfair  and  unmerited  obloquy.  With  respect  to  tbo  other' 
]urty,  myself,  I  fuel  it  a  real  duty  to  say  to  yon  frankly  that  your 
iiKfli  .III  irt  oiiH  fur  my  removaL  If  any  step  oa  the  subject  is  pro- 
l^'f'-'l  in  J'urluimcut  and  agreed  to,  I  shall  feel  fn>m  that  moment 
tliiil  ]  can  ho  of  more  use  out  of  ofGcu  than  in  it ;  for  in  it,  aci:<.ird- 
ixi^  Ui  thf*  fM'lings  I  entertain,  I  nr>uM  be  of  none.  I  stat«  to  y>iu, 
oa  I  think  I  ou^ht,  distin-nly  and  explicitly,  what  I  fceL  I  h'if>o  I 
need  not  rfpoat  wbat  X  always  feel  penonolly  to  youiBelf.— Voura 
ever, 

"TViLLiAii  Pitt. 

*'  Downinjf  Sired,  WcdncMlsT, 
'•Us/ao,  1709,  UP.M." 

The  following  paasage  is  worth  transcribing  as  a  graphic,  though " 
alight^  sketch  of  Mr  Pitt,  from  the  pen  of  one  who  knew  him  so 

"  WHiim  a  statement  had  been  made  to  the  House  of  the  cruel 
praclicw,  approaching  certainly  to  torture,  by  which  tlie  diBCOvery 
of  concealed  aims  had  bc-en  enforced  in  Ireland,  John  Claudius 
UcroAford  wee  to  reply,  and  said  with  a  force  and  honesty,  the  im- 

raatoti  of  whirh  I  novnr  can  forgi-t,  'I  fear,  and  fori  doop  Kbamo 
making  the  av-owal— I  fear  it  is  too  true — 1  defond  it  uut — but  X 


.Imrt  I  tOBj  Iw  permittod  to  rcf(?r,  aa  some  palliation  nf  theaa 
abbeltiM,  to  the  state  of  my  imluippy  country,  vrheta  rebellioQ  and 
its  attcudant  liorrora  hod  roused  on  butb  sides  lu  the  lu^hoat  pitoh 
qU  the  strongtist  pa^sionB  of  our  uutiiro.'  1  was  vriih.  Filt  in  the 
House  of  Lotds  when  Lord  Claru  replied  lo  h  similar  cliar;^:u^*  Well, 
BUppose  it  were  ro  ;  bnt  surely/  Szc  I  shall  never  foi^t  Pitt's 
look.  He  turned  rotuid  to  mo  with  that  indignant  stare  which 
•ometimns  marked  his  countenance^  and  Kt&lked  out  of  the  Houw." 

It  is  not  generally  Itnown  that,  at  the  period  of  Lord  Melville's 
trial,  a  otvoliiew  almost  uppmochiiig  to  estnuigentMit  hod  nrisea 
between  tlmt  Ministt;r  and  Mr  Pitt.  Tlie  foUowiiij^  exlmct  from 
one  tif  Mr  'Wiltwrtorcr-.'s  Diaries  on  this  subject  oflbrds  oii  autlieuLic 
and  curious  illustiatiou  of  Mi  Pitt's  charncter : — 

**T  had  perceived  above  a  year  l>eforR  that  Lord  Melville  Iiad  not 

the   power  over  Pitt's  mind  which  lie  ouce  poBseeiwd.     Pitt  was 

taking  me  to  I^ni  CamdcnX  <^d  in  our  tvic-a-fete  he  gave  me  au 

,  Itccouiit  of  the  negotiations  which  had  been  on  Coot  to  induce  him  to 

ipiitcT  Addington's  Adminifltratioo.    ^Vhen  they  quttte<l  office  in 

1801,  Duudaci  proposed  taking  as  his  motioi  Jam  mde  danaiun, 

Pitt  8tiggeeted  to  him  tiiat,  having  always  been  an  active  man,  he 

would  probably  wieh  again  to  come  into  office,  and  then  that  his 

having  taken  such  a  motto  would  be  made  a  ground  for  ridicide. 

Dundas  assented,  and  took  another  motto.    Addingtnn  had  not  long 

been  in  office,  before  Pitt's  expectation  was  fulfilled,  and  Dimdas 

undertook  to  bring  Pitt  into  the  plan ;  which  was  to  appoint  eome 

third  person  head,  and  bring  in  Pitt  and  Addington  on  equal  terms 

I  under  hiju.     Duudaa  accordingly,  co&liding  in  bia  knowledge  of  all 

If  itt's  ways  and  feelings,  set  out  for  'Walnier  Castle ;  and  after  dinner, 

I  ftitd  port  wine,  began  cautiously  to  open  his  proposals.   But  he  aaw  it 

I  wouhi  not  do,  and  stopped  abruptly.     *  Really,'  said  Pitt,  flijth  a  sly 

iBeverity,  and  it  waa  almost  the  only  sharp  thing  I  ever  beard  him  say 

"of  any  fdeud,  '  I  had  not  the  curiosity  to  ask  what  I  was  to  be.' " 

Amongst  the  letters  addressed  to  VLr  Wilberforce,  to  be  found  in 
these  voluraoB,  is  one  written  by  John  Wesley  from  liis  death-bed, 
on  tho  day  before  ho  sank  into  the  lethargy  from  which  he  was 
never  roused.  They  are  probably  the  lost  written  words  of  that 
extraordinary  man : — 

"  February  24.  17»l. 
"My  dear  Sir, 

"  Unless  Divine  power  has  nused  you  up  Lo  be  as  Athanur 


*('i«  eontra  murifium,  I  sno  not  how  you  can  go  tlirongh  yoop 
glorious  euterpriae,  in  opposing  that  execniblo  villauy  whlcU  is  the 
t»cau(lal  of  rt'li^'ioa,  of  fjiglaud.  and  of  human  uature.  Unless  (tijd 
has  raiflcd  yon  up  for  thia  very  thing,  yon  will  be  worn  ont  by  the 
opposition  of  men  and  devila :  bat  if  God  bo  for  you,  who  can  be 
against  you  ?  Are  nil  of  them  togothnr  stronger  tlian  God  1  Oh  ! 
be  not  weary  of  woll  doing.  Go  on  in  the  name  of  God,  and  in  the 
power  of  hia  might,  tiU  even  American  slavery,  the  ^'ileat  that  evei 
saw  tha  sun,  shall  vanish  away  before  it  That  He  who  has  guided 
you  fW)m  your  youth  up,  may  continue  to  strengthen  you  in  this  and 
all  things,  is  the  prayer  of,  dear  sir,  your  affectionato  servant, 

"John  Wblbt." 

From    a  very   different   correspondent,  Jeremy  Bentham, 
"Wilberforce  received  two  notes,  for  whicli,  as  they  are  the  only  i 
amples  we  have  seen  in  print  of  his  epistolary  style,  we  must  find  \ 

place : — 

"  Kind  Sir, 

"  The  next  time  you  happen  on  Jlr  Attomfty-Gcneral, 
the  House  or  elsewhere,  bo  jdeasod  to  take  a  spike — the  longer  and 
sharper  the  bettor — and  apply  it  to  him,  by  way  of  memento,  that 
the  Pcnilentiary  Contract  BiU  has,  for  I  know  not  what  length  of 
timo,  been  sticking  in  hia  Iiands;  and  you  will  much  oblige  your 
humble  servant  to  command, 

"JeREMT  BESTHAlf. 

"  lf.R — A  corking-pin  was,  yeaterday,  applied  by  Mr  Abbot.* 

*'I  sympathise  with  your  now  happily  promising  exertions 
"behalf  of  the  race  of  inuocents,  whose  lot  it  has  hitherto  been  to 
miuie  the  subject-matter  of  depredation,  for  the  purpose  of  beii 
treat<>d  worse  than  the  authors  of  such  crimes  are  tt^ied  for  th 
crimes  in  other  plaeea." 

There  are,  in  this  work,  some  occasional  additions  to  the  stock  • 
political  anecdot-es.     Of  these  ve  tnuiaciibe  the  following  sp 

mens : — 

"Franklin  signed  the  Peooe  of  Paris  in  his  old  spotted  veil.. 
coat  (it  being  the  time  of  a  court-mourning,  which  renderod  it  monJ 
particular).  '  Wliat,'  said  my  friend  the  negotiator,  *  is  the  mean*! 
iug  of  that  harlequin  ooatr — '  It  is  that  in  which  ho  was  abuaedjj 
by  Wcdderburuc*    He  showed  much  rancour  and  personal  e: 


to  thia  c-ountry — would  not  grant  the  ronimon  passports  for  tnide, 
which  were,  however,  easily  got  from  Jay  or  Adains. 

'*  Pined  with  Ix>rd  Camden ;  he  verj'  chatty  and  pleasant  Ahuse<l 
llmrlow  for  his  dnpUdty  and  mystery.  Said  tho  King  had  said  to 
him  occasionaUy  he  had  wished  Thuriow  and  Pitt  to  agree ;  fur  that 
both  wete  neoeMwry  to  him — one  iu  the  LordSi  the  other  in  the 
Commons.  Thuriow  will  never  do  anything  to  oblige  Lord  Cam- 
den, because  he  is  a  friend  of  Pitt's.  Lord  Camden  himself,  though 
hfl  sp<'aks  of  Pitt  with  evident  atfection,  seems  rather  to  complain 
of  hia  being  too  ranch  under  the  influence  of  any  one  who  ia  about 
him  ;  particularly  of  Duiidiis,  who  prefers  his  countrymen  whenever 
he'can.  Lohl  Camden  is  sure  that  Lord  Bute  got  money  by  the 
Peace  of  Paris.  He  can  account  for  his  sinking  near  £300,000  in 
land  and  houses ;  and  his  paternal  estate  in  the  island  which  bears 
his  name,  was  not  above  £1500  a  year,  and  he  is  a  life-tenant  only 
of  Wortloy,  which  may  be  £8000  or  £10,000.  Lord  Camden  doea 
not  believe  Lord  Bute  has  any  the  least  connection  with  the  King 
DOW,  whatever  he  may  have  had.  Lord  Thuriow  is  gi^Huj^  constant 
dinners  to  the  Jmiges,  to  gain  them  over  to  his  party.  •  •  •  •  •  ^rua 
applieil  to  by  •••••,  a  wretched  sort  of  dependant  of  the  Prince 
of  "Wales,  to  know  if  he  would  lend  money  on  the  joint  bond  of  tho 
Prince  and  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Clarence,  to  receive  double  the 
sum  lent  whenever  the  King  should  die,  aud  either  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Clarence,  come  into  the  inlieritanco. 
The  sum  intended  to  be  raised  is  £200,000. 

"  'Tis  only  a  hollow  tntce,  not  a  peace,  that  ia  made  between 
Thuriow  and  Pitt     They  can  hare  no  confidence  in  each  other.'* 

Boswell,  the  prince  of  biographers,  hiis  well  nigh  ruined  the  art 
of  biography.  For  like  every  other  art,  it  has  its  laws,  or  rather  ia 
bound  by  tliose  laws  to  which  all  composition  is  subject,  whether 
the  pen  or  the  pencil,  the  chisel  or  the  muaical  chords,  be  the  in- 
atnunent  with  which  wn  work.  Of  those  canons,  the  chief  is,  that 
tho  artist  must  aim  at  unity  of  effect,  and  must  tlierefore  bring  all 
tite  subordinate  parts  of  his  design  into  a  tributary  dependence  on 
hifl  principal  object  Boswell  (a  man  of  true  genius,  however  coarae 
his  ff^liugs,  and  however  flagrant  his  self-eonceit )  knew  how  to 
extract  from  every  incident  of  his  hero's  life,  and  from  the  meanest 
alike  and  the  noblest  of  his  hero's  associates,  a  scries  of  ever-varying 
illiistmtionfl  and  embellishments  of  his  hero's  character.  The 
imagination  of  Cervantes  scarcely  produced  a  portrait  more  single, 
harmonious,  and  pmminent,  iu  the  centre  of  innumerable  sketches, 
and  of  groups  wliich  till  without  crowding  the  c&nvas. 


The  unitetors  of  tliis  great  mo^tor  havo  aspired  to  the  same  succeoB 
by  the  simple  coUocatloa  of  all  facta,  all  letters,  and  all  Buyingi^ 
f^m  which  the  morale  intelleetual,  or  social  nature  of  the  main 
fignro  on  thoir  biogTOphical  caaol  may  bo  inferred.  But  in  order  to 
truth  of  effect,  a  narrator  must  suppress  much  of  the  whole  trutli. 
Charles  V.  of  Spain,  and  Charles  J.  of  England,  still  live  in  picture, 
as  they  lived  in  the  flesh,  because  Titian  and  Vandyke  knew  how  to 
exclude,  to  conceal,  and  to  diminish,  aa  well  aa  how  to  copy. 
Imagination  cannot  do  her  work  unless  she  bo  free  in  the  choice  of 
her  materials;  and  if  the  work  of  Lniagination  he  undone,  noLliing 
is  done  which  any  distant  times  will  hoard  as  a  part  of  their  literary 
inheritance. 

Mr  AVilberforce  was  an  admirable  sabject  for  the  exercise  of  the 
dramatic  power  which  converts  a  whole  generation  into  a  mirroi; 
reflecting  all  the  different  attitudes,  and  glowing  with  all  tho  ahift- 
colouTB,  of  some  one  conspicuous  and  commanding  form.  A  lilial 
hand  could  not,  without  somo  impropriety,  have  nsed,  if  it  had 
poBsesaed,  that  power ;  and  tho  time  i»  perhaps  too  recent  for  any 
one  to  hazard  such  a  performance.  These  volume*  mu£t  therefore 
bo  considered  aa  mhnoirev  pour  aervivt  in  the  composition  of  an 
historical  picture  of  English  society,  politiftal  and  religions,  as  it  ecc- 
ieted  in  the  most  eventful  epoch  of  the  history  of  England,  and  aa 
it  clustorod  round  one  of  its  most  admirable  members.  WnioevoT 
sliall  undertake  that  tn.sk,  will  find  liere  guides  to  whom  it  is  im- 
possible to  deny  the  praise  of  hdelity  and  diligcooc,  and  unaffected 
modesty.  Studiously  withdrawing  themselrce  from  the  notic<>  of 
their  readers,  they  havo  made  no  display  of  their  own  theological, 
scientific,  and  literary  wealth.  Thoir  work  has  Iwen  executed  with 
ability,  and  with  deep  affection.  If  their  father  dooii  not  live  in 
their  pagee  as  Madame  de  IStuel  described  him — the  most  eloquent 
and  the  wittiest  convereer  shi^  had  met  in  Eu-^land — nor  as  trailition 
commemorates  him — the  ever  bright  and  animating  centre  of  the 
soeial  system  which  gravitated  round  Idra — he  la  yet  luminously 
exhibitod  in  his  still  nobler  chamctor,  as  consuming  hid  existence  ia 
lahoors  for  the  Church,  for  the  State,  and  for  mankind,  such  aa  !  _ 
other  man  in  that  age,  and  such  as  no  private  man  in  any  age  of  Ma  * 
eountry's  annals,  hod  at  once  the  genius  and  the  will  to  render. 


Is  on*  of  those  coUoctions  of  Easays  which  have  recently  been  de- 
tached from  l!ie  main  hody  of  the  t/iiiiburgh  Review  (the  writers  of 
tlint  Jounml  foUowing  therein  the  policy  of  Conutaiitiue  and  of 
Charlemagne,  when  dividing  their  cthenvige  too  exlonHire  Empires 
into  distinct  though  associated  eorereignties),  thcro  oocar  certain 
pleasant  allusions,  ahr-ody  rendered  obscure  by  the  lapse  of  time,  to 
a  roLigiouii  sect  or  society,  whicli,  aa  it  appears,  vraa  flu\irishing  in  this 
realm  in  the  rcign  of  George  III.  What  eubtlo  theories,  vhai 
clouds  of  learned  dust,  might  have  been  raised  by  future  Bingham^ 
and  by  Du  Pins  yet  unborn,  to  determine  what  was  The  Patent 
Christianily  an<l  what  The  Clapham  Scet  of  the  nineteenth  century, 

^liad  not  a  fair  and  a  noblo  anthor  uppefOred  to  dispel,  or  at  least  to 
mitigate,  the  darkness  !  Something,  indeed,  had  been  done  afor&- 
time.  The  antiquities  of  Clupham,  had  they  not  been  written  in  the 
Britannia  of  Mr  Lysonal  Her  beauties,  had  they  not  inspired  the 
xnase  of  Mr  Kobins  t  But  it  was  reserved  for  Mrs  ftfilner,  in  her 
Life  of  Dean  Milner.  and  for  Lord  Tcigmnouth,  in  his  Life  of  his 
father,  to  throw  such  light  on  her  social  and  ccclcsiai>tic4d  state  as 
will  render  the  facetious  J  oumalist  •  intelligible  to  future  generations. 
Tretidiug  iu  their  tttepu,  and  aided  by  their  information,  it  shall  bo 
our  endeavour  to  clear  up  still  more  fully,  for  the  benefit  of  ages  yet 
to  come,  this  passage  in  the  eocleeiaaiical  history  of  the  age  which 
hss  just  passed  away. 

lliough  living  amidst  tlie  throes  of  Empires,  and  the  fallof  Pynaft- 

i  ties,  men  are  not  merely  warriors  and  politiciona.  Even  in  such 
time*  they  buy  and  S'^U,  build  ami  plant,  marry  and  are  given  in 
marriage.  And  thus  it  happened,  that  daring  the  war  with  revo- 
lutionary France,  Henry  'niornton,  the  then  representative  in  Parlia- 
ment of  the  borough  of  Southwark^  having  beoome  a  husband.  l>ecame 
also  the  owner  of  a  spacious  mansion  on  tlie  coufinea  of  the  vilk- 
cinctored  common  of  CUpham. 

•  The  RcT.  Sydney  Smith. 
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It  is  difficult  to  conjiider  the  eubnrban  retiremf^nt  of  a  wealil 
lunker  KstLetically  (as  the  Germans  have  it) ;  but,  in  thi«  in.<^taiic 
the  intcirnntion  of  William  Pitt  imparted  some  dignitj  to  an 
ouTTfincc  othenriso  so  nnpoetical.  llo  dismissed  for  a  moment 
budgets  and  his  subsidies,  for  the  amusement  of  planniDg  an  oval 
saloon,  to  be  addeil  to  this  n<;wly  purchased  residence.  It  arose  at 
his  bidding,  and  yet  remains,  perhaps,  a  solitary  niommient  of  tiie 
architectural  skill  of  that  imperial  mind.  Lofty  and  symmetrical, 
it  was  curiously  wainscoted  with  books  on  every  side,  except  whcro 
it  opened  on  a  far-extended  lawn,  reposing  beneath  the  giant  amis  of 
aged  elms  and  massive  tuli()-trees. 

Few  of  the  designs  of  the  j;rtat  Minister  were  equally  aucce-^sfui 
Kre  many  years  had  elapsed,  the  chambor  he  had  thus  projected  be- 
come the  scene  i>f  enjoyments  which,  amidst  his  proudest  triumphs, 
h»  might  well  have  cnried,  and  witnessed  the  growth  of  projecta 
more  majestic  than  any  wliich  ever  engaged  the  deliberations  of  his 
Cabinet  For  there,  at  the  cluse  of  each  succeeding  day,  drew 
together  a  group  of  playful  children,  and  with  thflm  a  knot  of 
legislators,  rehearsing,  in  f>port  or  earnestly,  some  approaching  de> 
bate  ;  or  travellers  frum  dihtaiit  lands ;  or  circumnavigators  odT  the 
vorlds  of  literature  and  science  j  or  the  Pastor  of  the  neighbouring 
Church,  whose  look  annoiinced  him  as  the  channel  through  wliirh 
benedictions  passed  to  earth  frum  heaven  ;  and,  not  seldom,  a  youth 
yrUo  listened,  while  he  seemed  to  read  the  book  spread  out  b(.'foro 
him.  There  also  was  still  a  niulrunly  presence,  controlling,  aui- 
maling,  and  harmonising  the  elements  of  this  little  world,  by  a 
kindly  spell,  of  which  none  can  trace  the  working,  though  the 
charm  was  confessed  by  alL  DLisolved  in  endlest  dittcuunje,  or 
rather  in  audible  soHloqiiy,  Howing  from  springs  deep  and  ii»ex- 
baustible,  the  lord  of  tliiu  wcU-pcupIpd  enclosun)  rejoiced  over  it 
vritli  a  coutagious  joy.  In  a  few  pares,  indeed,  he  might  traverso 
the  whole  extent  of  that  patrian:hftl  domiiiiou.  liut  within  those 
narrow  precincts  wore  his  Porch,  his  Stndio,  his  Jiidgment-LScat, 
his  Oratory,  and  "  the  Church  that  was  in  bis  house," — tbe  reduced, 
but  not  imperfect,  resemblance  of  that  innumerable  Company  whieh. 
his  catholic  spirit  embraced  and  loved,  u)idL<r  all  the  varying  forma 
which  conceal  their  union  from  each  other  and  from  the  world. 
Discord  never  agitated  that  tranquil  homo  ;  lassitude  never  broods 
over  it  Those  demons  <iiiailcd  at  the  aspect  of  a  man  in  whose 
heart  peace  hod  found  a  resting-place,  though  his  intellect  was  in- 
capable of  repose. 

Henry  was  the  tliird  son  of  John  Thornton,  a  merchant, 
nuniied  in  his  generation  for  a  muniticence  mure  than  princ 
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and  commendod  to  the  reverence  of  posterity  by  the  k'lU-re  und 
the  pottry  of  CoMTpcr.  The  fatlier  was  one  of  those  rare  men  iu 
whom  tlie  desire  to  relieve  distress  a^umcs  the  form  of  a  master 
pusHionj  and,  if  faith  be  due  to  trodition,  he  indulged  it  with  & 
difidainf  altemulely  ludicrous  and  sublime,  of  iho  good  advice 
-which  the  eccentric  liave  to  undergo  from  llio  judicious.  Conscious 
of  no  aims  but  such  aa  mij^bt  invite  the  scrutiny  of  God  and  man* 
he  pursued  them  after  hia  own  feaHesa  fashion — jriclding  to  evory 
honest,  impulse,  relishing  a  frolic  when  it  fell  in  hia  way,  choosing 
hw  associates  in  scorn  of  mere  worldly  precepts,  and  worshipping 
with  any  fellow-Clmstiau  wlioae  heart  hpat  in  luitsoii  with  hid  owii, 
however  inhonnonious  might  be  some  of  the  articles  of  their  re- 
Bpi-ctive  cre«ils. 

Ilia  son  was  the  heir  of  his  benevolence,  but  not  of  his  peculiar- 
ities. If  Lavater  hod  been  summoned  to  ili^ine  the  occupation  of 
Henry  'lliornlnti,  bn  would  pmbuhly  liave  assigned  to  him  the  highest 
rank  among  the  Judges^  of  liis  native  land.  Brows  capacious  and 
een'Qc-,  a  .tcnitiui.sing  eye,  and  lips  slightly  separated,  as  of  one  who 
listons  and  prtvpares  to  speak,  were  the  true  interpreters  of  the  in- 
forming mind  within.  It  was  a  cotintenanco  on  which  were  gmvcji 
the  traces  of  an  industry  alike  quicL  and  persevering,  of  a  self-posaes* 
eion  unassailable  by  any  strong  excit«ment,  and  of  an  understanding 
keen  to  detect  and  comprehensive  to  reconcile  distinctions,  Tbo 
judicial,  like  the  poetical  nature,  is  a  birthright;  and  by  that  impr&- 
scriptiblo  title  he  posscBstHl  it.  Forensic  debates  were  indeed,  be- 
yond his  province ;  but  even  in  "Westminster  Hall,  the  noblest  of 
hoT  temples,  Themis  had  no  more  devoted  worshipper.  To  investi- 
gate the  groat  controvemei^  of  his  own  and  of  all  fonner  times,  was 
the  chosen  employment :  to  pronounce  sentence  in  them,  the  dear 
delight  of  his  leisure  hours. 

Nothing  wliich  fell  within  the  range  of  his  observation  escaped 
thia  curious  inquiry.  Hia  own  duties,  motives,  and  habits,  the 
diameters  of  thoee  whom  Ito  loved  best,  the  intellectual  rusourceB 
anil  powers  of  his  various  friends  and  companions,  the  preposses- 
sions, hereditary  or  conventifmul,  to  which  ho  or  they  were  subject, 
the  maxims  of  society,  the  dogmas  of  the  Church,  the  problems 
which  were  engaging  the  atleutiou  of  Parliament  or  of  political 
economieta,  and  those  whicli  affected  liis  own  commerciai  ent^^r- 
prises — oU  podscd  in  review  before  him,  and  were  all  in  their  turn 
adjudicated  with  the  grave  impartiality  which  the  Keeper  of  the 
Great  .Seal  is  expected  lo  exliibit^  Truth,  the  foe  of  falsehood  — 
tnith,  the  antagonist  of  error — and  truth,  the  exorcist  of  ambiguity 
— was  tlie  object  of  his  supreme  homage ;  and  eo  reverential  weio 
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the  vowfl  offorwl  by  liim  Rt  hor  sliriac,  that  he  abjuped  the  com- 
iniuiion  of  those  less  devout  woishipprrs,  who  throw  over  her  tho 
veil  of  flctiou,  or  place  hci  in  epigrammatic  altitudes,  or  dispiiiae  hot 
hcaieath  tbo  mask  of  -nit  or  drollery.  To  coatcmplate  truth  in  tho 
punist  light,  and  in  her  own  fair  proportions,  be  was  content  that 
she  shoulJ  be  unadorned  by  any  beauties  but  such  as  belong  to  h«j 
celestial  nature,  and  are  in8e|mmblo  from  iL  Heuce  hia  dist^iiisitio: 
did  not  always  escape  the  icproach  of  drought  and  tedionsnesa,  o: 
avoidiid  it  only  by  the  cheerful  tone  and  pungent  sense  with  which 
they  weiv  conduetetl.  He  had  as  little  pretension  to  the  cnllufii 
elfjqueuce  as  to  tho  multifarious  leamiug  nnd  transcendental  rove 
tions  of  Samuel  Taylor  Oolmdgi.-.  Yi^t  tlio  piJi^riinagos  t^  Clnpb; 
and  to  Ilighgate  were  made  with  rival  zeal,  and  the  relics  broug' 
back  firom  each  were  regarded  as  of  almost  cquiU  sanctity.  If  tho 
philowphical  poet  disuiLiaed  his  audience  under  the  spell  of  Iheoriwi 
compassing  all  kaiowle4lge,  and  of  imager}'  peopling  all  space,  the 
practical  philosopher  sent  his  heari'tra  to  thcLr  liomca  instructed  in  a 
doctrine  chcerfuC  genial,  and  active — a  doctrine  which  taught  them 
to  bo  sociable  and  busy,  to  augment  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  tho 
joint  stock  of  human  happiness,  and  freely  to  take  and  freely  to 
enjoy  the  shai-e  assigueil  to  each  by  the  comlitions  of  that  universal 
parlnerHhip.  And  well  did  the  teacher  illustrate  his  own  maxims. 
The  law  of  social  dirty,  as  int^rftretod  in  liis  domeetic  academy, 
never  expounded  more  clearly  or  more  impressrvely  than  by 
habitual  example. 

Having  inherited  an  estate,  which,  though  not  splemdid, 
enougli  for  the  support  of  his  commercial  credit,  ho  adjudged  that  ft 
ought  never  to  be  increaacd  by  accumidation,  nor  diminifiheil  by 
Bumptuousiiesa ;  and  he  lived  nnd  died  in  the  rigid  prai^ticc  of  this 
decision.  In  the  division  of  his  income  between  himselt'  ami  the 
poor,  the  share  he  originally  a-ssigned  to  them  was  nc-arly  six- 
floveuths  of  tlie  whole;  and,  as  oppeared  after  his  death,  from 
aocounte  kept  with  the  most  minute  commercial  accuracy,  the 
smotint  expended  by  him  in  one  of  his  earlier  years  i'or  the  reiliof  of 
distress;,  considerably  exceeded  nine  thousand  poimds.  'When  he 
had  become  tlie  head  of  a  family,  he  renewed  this  decn*e,  and 
tliencefonrard  regarded  himself  as  trustee  for  the  misemble,  to  tho 
extent  only  of  one-thip.l  of  Ids  whole  expenditure.  The  some  faith- 
ful record  showed  that  the  smallet<t  aunuul  pa}'ment  ever  jmd  by 
him  on  this  account  amounted  to  two  thousand  pounds.  As  a  legis- 
lator, he  had  condemned  the  ujie^iual  pressure  of  the  direct  taxes  oa 
Uie  rich  and  the  poor  ;  hut  inKtead  of  solacing  hifl  defeat  with  tlio 
Aoroutio  ol'  virluouB  indignation,  combined  with  discreet  parsimuny. 
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llifriBlvDtly  raided  h'm  on-n  contriliutim  to  the  lerel  of  his  censure. 
Sdings  of  t!)c  cimunc-rcial  failure  of  a  near  kinsman  embarkExl  hini 
at  once  on  an  inquiry — how  far  bo  vas  obliged  to  indemnify  those 
who  might  have  given  credit  to  hia  relative,  in  a  reliance,  however 
UDAuthnrised,  ou  Iiis  own  tesoarces;  and  again  the  coffers  of  the 
banker  weru  urdocked  by  the  antutenega  of  the  ca»uiet.  A  mercan- 
tile partnership  (many  a  year  has  passed  sinoe  the  discloeure  could 
injure  or  afFecl  any  one),  which  without  his  knowledge  had  obtained 
from  his  linn  large  and  intprovidcnt  advances,  became  bo  hopelessly 
embarraascd,  that  their  hankniptcy  woa  pressed  on  him  as  the  only 
chance  of  avertuig  from  his  mvn  boose  the  mo«t  eerioua  disasters 
He  ovemiled  the  propos&l,  on  the  ground  that  tht-y  who^o  rashne^ 
bad  given  to  their  debtors  an  iitimoriled  cn^dit,  h.id  no  right  to  call 
on  others  to  divide  with  them  the  conecquent  loss.  To  the  laat 
farthing  he  thcrofor«  di^harged  the  liabilities  of  the  inmlvcnts,  at  a 
eoHt  of  which  liis  owu  share  excotnled  twenty  thous^and  pounds.  Yet 
he  was  then  declining  in  health,  and  Ibo  father  of  nine  young 
childnin.  Enamoured  of  truth,  the  living  spirit  of  justice,  he  yielded 
the  aUf»giance  of  the  heart  to  justice,  the  outward  form  of  truth.  TTio 
law  engraven  on  the  tablet  of  his  conscience,  and  executed  by  the 
niinistry  of  his  affections,  was  strictly  interpreted  by  his  Tea.-M^n  as  the 
Buprumo  oaithly  judge.  Whatever  might  be  his  topic,  or  whatever 
bis  employment*  he  never  laid  aside  the  ermine. 

And  yfit,  for  more  than  thirt}*  years,  he  waa  a  member  of  the 
unrefonned  parliament,  representing  there  that  people,  so  few  and 
singular,  who  dare  to  think,  and  speak,  and  act  for  themselves.  He 
never  gave  one  parly  vote,  waa  never  claimed  as  an  ailhcrent  by 
any  of  the  contending  factions  of  his  times,  and,  of  coaree.  neither 
won  nor  sought  the  favour  of  any.  An  impartial  arbiter,  whose 
eofirage  was  the  honourable  reward  of  superior  rea»>n,  he  sat  apart 
«nd  aloft,  in  a  position  which,  though  it  provokcil  a  splenetic 
earcasm  fVoni  Burke,  commanded  the  respect  oven  of  those  whom  it 
rebuked. 

To  the  great  Whig  dootrinea  of  Peace,  Reform,  Economy,  and 
Toleration,  he  lent  all  the  authority  of  his  name,  and  occasionally 
the  aid  of  his  voice.  But  ho  was  an  infrequent  and  animpreflsivd 
speaker,  and  sought  to  influence  the  meastuvs  of  his  day  ralhar  by 
the  use  of  his  pen,  than  by  any  participation  in  his  rhetoric.  His 
writingH,  moral,  religious,  and  political,  were  Toluminous,  tliough 
destitute  of  any  sueh  mutual  dependence  as  to  unite  them  Into  one 
comprpheiiaive  system  ;  or  of  any  such  graces  of  execution  as  to  ob- 
tain for  th<ra  pcrnianent  aeceptwnce.  But  in  a  domestic  hturgy  com- 
pOMd  for  the  use  of  his  own  family,  and  made  public  after  his  death, 


ho  encountered,  with  aa  much  success  as  con  attend  it,  the  difficulty 
of  Bnding  thoughts  and  language  meot  to  bo  addressed  by  the  cplie- 
meiuL  dwellers  on  the  earth  to  Hiiu  who  inhabiteth  otemity.  It  is 
simple,  pra'''^)  "weighty,  and  rorGrential ;  and  forma  a  clear,  though  a 
faint  and  subdued,  echo  of  the  voice  in  which  tho  Deity  had  rev<»led 
his  sovereign  will  to  man.  That  will  he  habitually  utudiud,  adored, 
and  laboured  to  adopt  Yet  his  piety  was  resen-ed  and  unobtrus- 
ive. Like  the  life-blood  throbbing  in  every  pulse  and  visiting  every 
fibre,  it  waa  the  latent  though  perennial  source  of  his  mental  hutdth 
and  energy. 

A  peace,  perfect  and  unbroken,  seemed  to  possess  him.  H" 
tribute  of  pain  and  sorrow  waa  paid  with  a  submission  so  tranqoil,  as 
Bomc'timea  to  afitnime  the  appearance  of  a  morbid  insensibility.  But 
his  ofloctions,  unimpaired  by  lawless  indulgence,  and  constant  to 
their  proper  objects,  were  subject  to  a  control  to  be  acquired  by  no 
ffiobler  discipline.  Ills  firora  without  assailed  him,  not  as  the  ploomy 
ministers  of  veugoAuce,  but  as  the  necessary  exorcise  of  vtrtiies  not 
otherwise  to  be  called  into  activity.  They  come  as  tho  salutary  lei- 
sons  of  a  father,  not  as  the  penal  inflictions  of  a  judge.  ]^or  did  tlie 
Father,  to  whom  he  ao  meekly  bowed,  see  fit  t«  lay  on  him  those 
griefs,  under  tho  prcasuro  of  which  tho  bravest  stagger.  He  never 
witnessed  the  irruption  of  death  into  liis  domestic  paradise,  nor  thit 
rending  asundor  by  sin,  the  parent  of  death,  of  the  bonds  of  love  and 
reverence  which  united  to  each  other  the  inmates  of  that  happy 
home — a  home  happy  in  his  presence  from  whoso  lips  no  morose,  or 
angry,  or  impatient  woni  ever  fell ;  on  whose  brow  no  cloud  of 
anxiety  or  discontent  was  ever  seen  to  r«*st.  Surrounded  to  his  latest 
hours  by  those  whom  it  had  bocn  his  chief  delight  to  bless  and  to 
instruct,  he  bequeathed  to  them  the  recollection  of  a  wise,  a  good, 
and  a  happy  man ;  that  so,  if  in  future  life  a  wider  acquaintance 
with  the  world  should  chill  the  liawt  with  the  scepticism  so  often 
engendered  by  such  knowledge,  they  might  be  roassiu^  in  the  be- 
lief that  human  virtue  is  no  vain  illusion  ;  but  that,  nurtured  by  the 
dews  of  heaven,  it  may  expand  into  fertility  and  beauty,  even  in 
those  fat  places  of  the  earth  which  romance  di8o\i'ns,  and  on  wtiich 
no  poet's  eye  will  condescend  to  rest. 

A  goodly  heritage  I  yet  to  have  transmitted  it  (if  that  were  all) 
would,  it  must  be  confessed,  be  an  instUBcient  title  to  a  place 
amongst  memorable  ineiL  Xor,  except  for  what  he  acconiphshed  as 
the  associate  of  others,  could  that  claim  be  reasonably  preferred  on 
behalf  of  Henry  Thornton.  Apart,  and  sustained  only  by  his  own 
rosooroea,  he  would  neither  have  undertaken,  nnr  conceived,  the 
more  noble  of  those  benevolent  designs  to  which  his  life  waa  devoted. 


*nt»  OLAPHAM  BBirr. 


Affectionftt«,  bnt  piuwionlciss  —  with  a  line  and  iiideiHl  a  fastidious 
losU!,  but  destitute  of  all  crnalivc  imogiDation  —  gifted  ruther  with 
fortitude  to  enduro  calamity,  than  with  courage  to  exult  in  the 
strugjjle  with  dangiT  —  a  lover  of  niankind,  but  not  an  enthusiast  in 
the  cause  of  our  coimoon  huniauity  —  hia  aerene  and  pempicacbua 
spirit  was  never  haunted  by  the  visions,  nor  borne  away  by  the  re- 
sistless impulsed,  of  wbirh  heroic  natures,  and  they  alone,  arv  oon- 
scioua.  Well  qualified  to  imiuirt  to  the  highest  energies  cf  others  a 
wise  direction,  and  inHexiblc  perseverance,  ho  had  to  Inirrow  from 
thorn  the  glowing  temperament  which  bopey  against  hope,  and  ia 
wifie  in  despite  of  prudence.  He  had  nut  far  or  long  to  aeek  for  such 
aa  alliance. 

On  the  bright  evening  of  a  day  which  hod  run  it«  course  some 
thirty  or  forty  fiiiminers  ago,  the  ustial  gmmp  had  formed  fchemselves 
in  the  library  alreiuly  celebrated.  Addressing  a  nearer  circle,  might 
he  heard  above  the  unbuay  hum  the  voii:e  of  the  Prelector,  inves- 
tigating the  chamcteristica  of  Seneca's  morality  perhaps ;  or,  not 
improbiibly,  the  seizure  of  the  Danish  fleet ;  or,  it  might  be,  the 
various  gradations  of  sanity  as  exbiliittid  by  Uiibert  Hall  or  Johanna 
Southcote ;  when  all  pastimes  were  suspended,  and  all  speculations 
put  to  flight,  to  welcome  the  approach  of  what  seemed  a  dramatic 
procession,  emerging  frtuu  tlie  deep  foliage  by  which  the  further 
slopes  of  the  now  cheuk«red  lawn  were  overhung.  In  advance  of 
the  rest  two  noisy  urchins  were  putting  to  no  common  test  the 
philanthropy  of  a  tall  sha^jgy  dog,  their  playfellow,  and  the  parental 
indulgence  of  the  slight  figoro  wliich  followed  them.  Limbs  scarcely 
L  stouter  than  those  of  Asmodeuii,  sustaining  a  torso  as  unlike  as 
[possible  to  that  of  Theseus,  carnal  him  along  with  the  agility  uf  an 
antelope,  though  under  the  weight  of  two  coat-pockets,  protuberant 
as  the  bags  by  which  some  learned  brother  of  the  coif  announces 
and  RCH*.uifa  his  rank  aa  leader  of  his  circuit.  Grasping  a  pocket 
voliuup  in  one  hand,  he  wielded  in  the  other  a  spud,  caught  up  in 
his  ]>rogres8  through  the  garden,  but  instinct  at  lus  toucli  with  more 
signihcunce  than  a  whole  museum  of  hortieultural  instruments.  At 
one  instant  a  stafl!,  on  wliich  he  leant  and  listened  to  the  projector 
at  his  elbow  developing  his  plan  for  the  better  copp&ring  of  ships' 
bottoms,  at  thi:  ni;xt  it  became  a  wand,  pointing  out  to  a  portly 
&>nstitucnt  from  the  Cloth  Hall  at  Lecils  some  rich  effect  of  the 
sunset;  then  a  truncheon,  beating  time  to  the  poetical  reminiscences 
of  a  gentleman  of  the  Wealeyau  [wrsuaaion,  looking  painfully  con- 
scious of  his  best  clothes  and  of  his  best  behaviour ;  and  ere  the 
sacred  cmlrnre  had  reached  its  close,  a  cutlusH,  raised  in  mimic  mu- 
tiny agiiiust  the  robust  form  of  William  Smith,  who,  as  commodore 
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of  tliis  ill-ttBOCted  Bquftdron,  waa  enfleavniuing  to  wrnroy  ihi*m  to 
lluur  dt^stmed  port.  But  liMlc  Bvoiltd  the  wnuroua  won]  nf  com- 
nuind,  or  the  heart-sliiring  laugli  of  the  stniii  member  for  Monrieh, 
to  elia|w  a  straight  course  for  the  Toktile  rcjirL^iontativo  of  the 
CDiinly  of  York,  now  fairly  under  tJie  canvas  of  his  own  bright  tmd 
joyous  fancice.  He  movrd  in  ohedienc^c  to  fuime  imi>iilKe  liktj  that 
which  promptB  the  whfeluigs  of  the  swaUow,  or  tho  dmlgings  of 
tho  barbel  But  whether  he  advanced  or  pansed,  or  revolved,  hit 
fileps  wore  still  mejLsared  by  the  evcrehangefiU  musio  of  his  own 
rich,  voice  ranj^ng  over  all  the  chorda  exproaaive  of  mirth  and  t«i* 
dnmeflg,  of  curi')sity  nr  surprise,  of  delight  or  of  indignjition.  KfieVy 
/wjacee!  Those  older  forme  are  all  now  rvposing  Itfiiejdb  l\w  clods 
of  the  valley  ;  those  playful  boys  are  }Iig]it  Rcvctcnd  and  Vcnemble 
digoitarioa  of  the  Church  ;  and  he  who  then  BCfnied  to  rea^l  vhUft 
he  listenod  silently,  is  now  in  the  garrulity  of  declining  year*.  t«U- 
ing  old  tales,  and  pt-rhaps  distorting  in  the  att*.-mpt  to  revive  tWm, 
pictures  which  have  long  since  bi'en  lading  fwm  tho  raemury.  Bui 
for  that  misgiving,  how  easy  to  depict  tlw  nwircr  approai:h  of  Wi!- 
lUuu  Wilbcrforce,  and  of  the  tail  by  which,  Uke  Boine  Gueliu  chii:f 
or  Hibemian  denmgi>giie,  hft  iraa  attended  !  Dow  easy  to  portmy 
the  joyous  fusion  of  the  noisy  strollers  across  the  lawn,  with  lb« 
i|uiet^r  but  not  less  liappy  assemblage  which  had  wulched  and  va- 
joywl  their  pantomime — to  trace  the  confluenoe  of  tlie  two  strcamt 
of  discourse,  imparting  grace  and  rapidity  to  the  one,  and  <lepth  and 
volume  to  the  other — to  paint  the  brightening  aspect  of  tlie  grave 
ccnHor,  as  bis  own  reveries  wt^re  flashed  back  on  him  in  pit:turu«qne 
funnt)  and  bnlliant  wdoura — or  to  dnlineatc  the  Bulxlucd  countenance 
of  hi.s  mercurial  associate,  as  bo  listened  to  profound  contcmplationa 
on  the  capacities  and  the  duties  of  man ! 

Of  Mr  Wilberforce  we  )mve  ha»l  occasion  to  write  »  jvcently, 
and  £0  much  at  large,  tliat  though  the  Agiimiminon  of  the  host  w« 
celebrate — the  vot3"  sun  of  the  Claplmniic  syfetem — wo  pauso  not 
now  to  deBcribo  him.  His  fair  domesno  was  conterminous  with  that 
cpf  Mr  Tliomton  ;  nor  lacked  there  sunny  banks,  or  slioltered  shrub- 
beries, where,  in  each  change  of  Beuson,  they  revolved  the  raiptivi^ 
under  which  man  ^ros  groaning,  and  projected  schemetf  for  his  d»- 
livetuice.  And  although  Huch  conclaves  might  scarcely  be  convened 
except  in  the  prejiience  of  these  two,  yi>t  were  thpy  rarely  held  with- 
out thfi  aid  of  others,  eitpcciaUy  of  such  as  could  re-adily  find  their 
way  tliither  from  the  other  quartc^rs  of  the  sacred  villigo. 

Yet  to  that  village  would  not  seldom  resort  guests  from  more 
niral  abodes  which  in  that  age,  ignorant  of  iron  railwnys,  wcro  ro- 
ganlwl  OS  sequestered  dwelUngs  iu  remote  distiiots  of  our  island. 
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ImnDf;  tliem  not  the  WH  frtMiuonl,  or  welcome,  or  lioiuiiirvil 
visitor,  was  oiw?  who  daarnnilptl  ui  tho  ttthle-lnnd  of  CLiphaiii  t'ota- 
mon  from  that  loftier  UUiIe-laml.  onee  covcrefl  by  thi;  anuiont  fon^^t 
of  NecJwooiI.  It  is  furrowed  by  several  sloping  valleys,  faiJi 
forming  the  bod  of  a  riipid  brook,  which  chiifos  and  twints  iUelf 
round  the  rootd  of  oaks  so  venerably  aa  to  have  Bheltt-rtid  tho  tb-er 
bDueuUi  tht^ir  bniuchca  in  Ihu  time  of  tho  HeplarclLy.  In  Inter 
^timej)  &  koH^peVa  lodge,  whitih  tAktis  its  ntune  from  the  adjiuietit 
vitlago  of  Ynxall,  was  orect&l  for  tho  protection  of  the  gouiA  at  tho 
confluence  of  two  of  these  rivulets  ;  for  tho  bolts  of  "  Guy  of  good 
<irisbnrnc"  hod  not  rart>ly  stricken  down  the  noblest  back^  m  they 
cauie  to  tilake  their  tbirst  at  those  running  waters,  lu  the  reign  uf 
George  II.  a  family,  derivinj*  their  name  from  the  same  "  Giaborne,** 
lA  luldrd  YoxiUl  Lodge  to  their  large  poitsf^ons,  and  pursued  the 
ports  uf  the  forest  with  searcely  loss  ardour  than  the  bold  outlaw 
'  himHelt  But  this  herc'Iitar^'  position  for  tho  chose  did  not  descend 
to  Tboinoet  Gisbome,  the  t»e<:ond  of  the  race  among  the  modem 
proprieliir^  of  Yiixiill  Uxlge.  Though  fortune  had  given  him  wtiillh, 
uud  luitun-  Imd  <>udowpd  him  with  a  ligiire  as  gmoofiil  luid  an  floKtio 
OS  tluit  of  the  (h^QT  whii:li  pfieped  out  on  bis  mansion  from  the 
neighbouring  holUoa,  and  though  hist  spirit  was  brave  and  joyous, 
et  bis  stout  he-.ui  and  nuisculine  intcUoct  were  ^vedded  to  a  fcniinine 
ouL  Tliough  ho  never  feare*l  the  face  or  the  understanding  of 
ortal  man,  he  sbrank  with  a  kind  of  virgin  sensitiveness  from  the 
^coareo  familiarities  of  the  (ield  and  of  the  world.  Tliough  gay,  even 
to  uproar,  in  tho  morning  of  life,  and  in  his  interior  circle,  bo 
appeared  beyond  those  narrow  procincts,  like  a  man  driven  by  con- 
stitutional shyness  into  sHenco  oxid  seoloaiotL  When,  therefore, 
the  freeholders  of  Ms  native  county  proposed  to  send  him  as  their 
representitive  Ut  the  House  of  CHummoDS,  hu  turned  away  with  aver- 
sion from  Hucb  a  plunge  mUy  the  miry  waters  of  jHirHanK^iitary  i^trife, 
und  from  such  an  exile  from  the  gladea  and  tbe  forest  b:mks  over 
rhiob  be  rejoiced.  He  was  not  a  man  to  be  cooled  ont  of  his  own 
appLness  by  any  concert  of  bis  neighbours'  tongues,  and  escaped 
tbe  im]>^rtunilies  of  the  electors  of  Derbysluie  by  taking  sanctuary 
.  in  the  Cburcb.  In  early  manhood  he  became  one  of  her  miuistorst 
ad  abeltor^d  himself,  for  the  rest  of  bis  days,  among  the  "patrii;ian 
rtreea"  and  the  '*  plobtjian  underwood "  of  his  forest,  from  the  con- 
flicts of  the  aristocracy  and  conunontUtj  of  tho  Palace  uf  Wia^ 
minster. 

Though  seclnded,  he  was  not  solitary.  A  daughter  of  tbe  ancient 
family  of  Babingtoa  became  the  comjianion  of  liia  retirement^ 
during  a  period  of  alaost  sixty  years;  stujiug  her  steps  ui>un  his 
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arm,  imbibing  wisdom  from  his  lips,  Ratliemg  hope  and  courn^ 
from  liifl  eye,  lujd  rendering  lo  him  sudi  a  homage,  or  rather  such 
a  worship,  as  W  draw  from  the  object  of  it  h  raillery  8o  playful,  so 
tender,  and  so  full  of  meauin^,  that  perhaps  it  ultimately  eoiianced 
the  ftlfM'tinnjit*;  nrror  which,  for  the  moment,  it  rebuked. 

Hushan<i,  father,  and  householder  aa  he  was,  a  house  was  all  but 
a  8uiH:riluity  to  Mr  Gisborue.  From  dawn  till  sunset  he  never 
willingly  i>a**ed  an  hour  away  from  the  tangled  brakes  or  the  sunnr 
uplands  uf  Keedwood,  or  the  banks  of  the  neiRhbourinK  Trent 
There  it  was  liis  joyful  and  iiiexhatistiblo  employment  to  study  tlie 
ways  of  nature,  to  investigate  her  laws,  and  to  meditate  the  books 
by  which  he  maintained  his  intercourwi  with  the  outer  world.  No 
plant  lay  in  the  kr^e  circuit  of  tJiose  daily  walks,  of  which  ho  did 
not  understand  the  liistory  and  the  u^.  jHo  animal  crossed  bia  path 
or  rose  into  the  air  before  hhii.  in  which  he  did  not  recognize  a 
familiar  acquaintance.  No  picturesque  grouping  of  the  oaks  and 
hollies  in  that  ancient  chose  —  no  pUy  of  light  or  shade  throu^ 
their  foliage — no  glim|>Be  of  the  runiuter  londscajw  Muglit  his  eye, 
without  being  treasured  in  his  memory  and  transferred  to  liis  skot^h- 
book.  And  when,  as  would  occasionally  happen,  "  one  much  i>eiit 
in  cities "  was  permitted  to  partake  in  those  forest  rambles,  Mr 
Giabome  would  throw  aside,  under  the  genial  influence  of  llie  plcux^, 
the  reserve  which  hung  upon  him  in  crowded  saloons,  and  would 
pour  himself  out  in  a  stream  of  discourse^  sometimes  grave  and 
Bpeculative,  but  more  frequently  sparkling  with  humorous  ooneeits, 
or  eddjong  into  retrospects  of  the  comedy  of  life,  of  ^vhich  he  had 
been  a  most  attentive,  though  too  often  a  silent  spectator.  I<Iothtng 
could  exceed  the  amiable  good  humour  with  which,  on  such  occasiona, 
he  would  amuse  himself  with  tlie  incapacity  of  his  metropolitan 
companion  to  decipher,  without  his  aid,  a  single  lino  of  that  fair 
scroll  of  beauty  and  of  wisdom  which  he  himseli'  could  read  in  every 
scene  through  which  they  passed.  Their  walks,  however,  would 
aomotimea  conduct  them  to  a  spot,  the  charm  of  which  it  required 
no  rural  tastes  to  feel,  and  no  rural  knowledge  to  inti^rpret. 

It  was  the  populous  village  in  which  Mr  GisViome  ministered  as 
a  country  clergjTDan.  Among  its  poor  inhabitants  ho  sixtmed  to 
remember  nothing  except  tliat  they  were  his  flock,  and  he  their 

rtor.  Happy  in  his  books,  liis  pencil,  Ida  writings,  and  his  home, 
never  was  so  happy  as  when,  sitting  by  the  poor  man's  hearth, 
he  chatted  with  him  about  crops  and  village  politics,  or  witli  the 
goodwifo  about  her  children,  her  chickens,  and  her  bees,  and  thcn^ 
gently  deposited,  in  hearts  softened  by  his  kindness,  some  prolific 
Buods  of  a  more  than  human  wisdom. 
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From  the  lodge  in  the  centre  of  the  forant,  to  the  fuld  thus 
HcttlntI  on  tilt)  slopes  of  It,  there  was  happily  a  distance  of  throe 
miles,  which  bijcaine  to  Mr  Gisborue  a  apociea  of  Riilarged  tboogh 
moat  secludwi  Studj\  where,  from  day  to  day,  lie  revolved  that 
series  of  publications  to  which  ho  was  indebted  throughout  many 
years  for  im  cxtunsivo  influence  and  celebrity.  That  fame  is  now 
dying  away.  The  ihoi^htd  of  \m  tiraos  were  widely  dissimilar  from 
tlmatt  of  the  present  generation.  A  more  iinpa-ssioucd  iwctry,  a 
severer  philosophy,  and  a  theology  iar  more  inquisitive  and  adven- 
turous, ore  eondigning  to  a  premature  oblivion  many  of  hia  bnoks, 
which  hia  cont«mponriai  bailed  with  delight,  and  wiili  pre<li<rtions 
of  enduring  renown.  Nor  were  those  pnxlicttona  uttered  without 
much  apparent  reason.  For  Mr  Gisborae  coutrtbutcd  largely  to  tho 
formation  of  the  national  mind  on  subjects  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  national  character,  lie  was  the  expositor  of  the  "  Evan- 
gelical "  system  to  those  cultiratM  or  fastidious  readers,  who  were 
intolomrit  of  the  ruder  style  of  his  less  refined  brethren.  He  ad- 
drvjssed  them  as  a  poet»  as  a  monlist,  as  a  natural  philosopher,  and 
AS  a  divine.  Bat  he  wrought  iu  a  spirit,  which,  though  ]>erfcctly 
free  and  independent,  was  yet  imitative.  Cowper  vras  bis  mndel  in 
[KXitry  ;  Puley,  whom  ho  opposed,  was  yet  the  prompter  of  his  moral 
philosophy  ;  and  Bishop  Tomline  .suggested  the  most  considerable  of 
bis  theological  treatises,  llis  liti.>rary  fame,  il'  it  shall  indeed  endure 
the  competitions  of  a  later  age,  must  re-st  on  ]u3  sermons.  Tbey 
were  reganled  by  his  contemftoraries  as  models  in  a  style  of  com- 
]ioaition  in  which  the  Kngliftb  language  has  scarcely  a  single  speci- 
men of  excellence.  Except  one  or  two  di^omscs  of  South,  and  as 
many  of  Hubert  Ilall,  W0  have  absolutely  nothing  to  put  in  compe- 
tition with  the  pulpit  oratory  of  France.  We  possess,  indeed,  many 
Immilptical  esgays  of  exuberant  power,  wealtb,  and  elo<tui>nce,  but 
flimrcely  an  attempt  attesting  nven  the  cnmtcionsncss  of  what  con- 
stitutes the  [icrfection  of  a  homily,  Mr  Gisbome  approached  more 
nearly  than  any  Anglican  clergyman  of  lus  time  towards  the  ideal 
of  that  much  n^'glecliHl  art.  llis  sunnons  were  jR^rspicuous  in  Ihti 
analysis  of  tniLh.  and  energetic  in  the  inculcation  uf  it.  He  knew 
bow  to  assign  to  the  princifHil  topic  of  each  discourse  ita  due  pre- 
dominance.', and  to  the  collateral  topics  tlieir  ju^t  subordination.  His 
ai*rmonB  were  remftrkablti  for  that  unity  of  design  which  is  indispens- 
able to  beauty,  and  that  elevated  singlene^  of  purpvose,  without 
which  the  most  exqainit«  graces  of  composition  are  utterly  worthless 
in  the  pulpit.  Thuy  were  scriptural,  unconipiuraising,  and  tnuis- 
[>areDtly  luminous ;  and  deservedly  obtaiiitnl  a  cordial  accx-ptanuo 
and  a  wide  popularilj-.     U  the  uuuUuu  of  Mr  Gisbomo's  addressee 


534 


TBB  CLAPHAM   SECT. 


had  been  equal  to  their  Tigour ;  if  the  aeotiment  had  been  as  pro- 
found as  it  was  genome,  or  as  elevated  os  it  was  juirt  ;  if  the  etyle 
had  been  aa  easy  as  it  was  eorrect ;  if  imagination  had  done  her 
work  aa  eireotiially  as*  taste  [verfnrnied  h»^r  office ;  if,  in  a  wnrd, 
those  ftcmioiw  hivX  bL-cti  liuiiiiatod  l»y  the  soul  of  an  orator  as  fully 
as  they  were  mouldr-d  by  the  hand  of  fin  artist,  a  Jicholar.  and  a 
divine,  they  would  have  been  not  merely  the  delight  of  his  own  times, 
but  a  ]>art  of  the  literar>*  inheritance  of  Englishmen  in  our  own 
and  in  future  ages, 

There  have  been  aainta  of  every  possible  variety  of  Chrifitian 
heroism, — martyrs  of  truth  and  martyrs  of  humanity,  tliaumaUir^i4« 
and  ascetirjt,  mytttirs  and  iniNtionariea.  But  there  is  a  fomi  of 
sanctity  more  mre  than  any  of  tbesc,  and  more  excelleui  than  most 
of  them.  It  is  that  sanctity  whitli  '■  passing  through  tbt  valley  of 
Baca  maketh  it  a  well,"  which  IhrowA  over  tliis  liarlt  world  an  atmu- 
sphr^ro  like  that  t'f  a  yet  unforfritfd  jianulise.  It  is  the  sanctity  of 
happinefw.  It  in  tlio  ronversiun  of  tlic  life  of  man  into  a  cnntinued 
oucharistic  service,  ruudored  to  a  gnicious  Father  by  a  grateful  and 
confiding  child. 

There  are  yet  living  some  who  jiaftsed  many  ypare  in  the  ckiwwtt 
intimacy  with  Thomiis  (lisbonip  which  can  sutwihi  between  men  of 
different  genfrations,  who,  looking  bai^k  on  that  long  familiar  inter- 
CDurse,  can  recollfot  nothing  which  tietraeted  from  liis  apparently 
xmsnllied  innoc^ncy  : — no  irreveponl  foigetfulness  of  the  Divine  pf»t- 
aexLce,aQd  no  ostentatious  recogJuLiou  of  it ;  no  haughtiness  of  spiril^~ 
no  Ktotose  or  vindictive  toniper,  no  morbid  desire  for  human  a]V 
plauae,  no  cold  inditTcrenro  to  human  affi-ction,  no  inordinate  self- 
indulgence,  no  world  idolatry.  Such  self-conquc«t  ia  the  indispeiu- 
able  Lo-tis  of  whatever  else  is  gr<jat  in  human  character.  The* 
philanthropists  of  vice  and  self-indulgence  dttlincated  by  Fielding  and 
Sheridan  are  aa  absolute  chimeras  as  the  centaurs  and  hippogrilfs  of 
romance.  Yet  no  atxunmlalion  of  mem  negative  virtues  will  n'nd«'r 
any  man  either  gn;at  or  good.  To  a  conscience  void  of  offence,  Mr 
Gisbome  added  a  kind  of  [>assion  for  ail  the  works  of  God,  animate 
and  inanimate,  and  a  profoimd  and  Iranqail  love  of  God  liimself. 
li  was  no  unseemly  or  loquacious  alfection.  but  a  grave  and  elieprful 
oomplaceucy,  resting  on  the  meek  asaimmce  that  he  was  himself 
the  object  of  the  unceasing  benignity  of  liis  Maker.  The  sun  ahune 
with  a  mtld  and  unclouded  luBtre  on  his  path,  as  ho  pursued  it 
from  \n»  youth  to  the  grave,  with  tranquil  energy  and  undisturbed 
composure.  , 

It  is  better  to  go  to  the  hoiue  of  mourning  than  to  the  house  of 
feftsting ;  but  it  is  better  still  to  go  to  the  house  of  heavea-deacended 
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r  and  heaven>asceiidit)g  thankfalness.  Tlioy  wlio  once  passed 
many  hajipy  days  beneath  tbe  roof  of  Xliomod  Uisbome,  liava  smcn 
viaiteil  many  an  abode  of  sorrow  and  of  joy,  beaxiug  with  tbein  ii 
rocoliectu>n  which  may  have  allayed  both  tlie  tiuniUtuoas  mirth  and 
the  deprf^Kiii^  8orr>\r8  of  this  transient  state  It  i.s  the  recollection 
of  one  to  whom  everything  yiehh^d  some  innocent  tlelif^ht,  oikd  oror 
whom  nothinff  evf.r  cast  a  cloud  of  nielancht.ily.  UTipir  nicmorit«  re- 
call the*  chamber  in  vhlch  he  passed  such  of  his  studious  hoots  as 
were  withdrawn  fn)m  his  out-door  Ufa — a  chomber  wliich  it  miglit 
seem  no  de^iler  in  hoiisdiold  furniture  had  «vcr  been  pcnnitted  to 
enter,  but  where  books  ami  nianuRcripta,  [dants  and  psiUels,  tools  and 
philosophical  instruments  birds  perched  on  the  shoulder,  or  nestling 
in  the  bosom  of  the  student,  or  birds  curiously  stuifed  by  hiii  hands, 
usurped  tlio  places  usually  aspifjned  to  tlie  works  of  the  uphoisterer. 
They  can  still  revive  the  remembrance  of  Jiis  library,  embellished 
with  his  own  paintings,  and  throug&d  with  kindred,  friends,  and 
neighbours,  among  whom  he  would  sometimes  converse  with  thfi 
mature  wisdom  of  old  aj^e,  and  sometimes  disport  himself  with  the 
unrestrained  gaiety  of  boyhood.  Theology,  literature,  art,  niiluml  hiri- 
toty,  gardening,  and  rambles  through  bis  forest,  filled  the  leisure  of  a 
life  devoted  Uj  pastoral  and  to  domestic  duties.  Yet  they  did  not  dt- 
prive  him  cither  of  the  time  or  of  the  inelination  to  take  bis  share  in 
tliow  putBoita  to  which  hia  friends  at  Clapham  had  consecrat^Mi  llieir 
exii^t^^ni:^;.  His  heart  was  with  tliem.  His  [x--n  and  bis  pnrse  went 
ever  at  their  command. 

During  a  period  of  more  than  fifty  years,  an  intimacy  the  most 
conliding  and  affeetionale  imittid  Thomas  Oisbome  to  William 
"Wilberforce.  The  member  for  Yorkshire  made  Yoxall  Lwlgc  hia 
country  residence,  and  the  Staffordtltire  divine  had  his  miborban 
sojourn  at  the  houste  of  his  friend  at  Clapham.  Among  the  spctaripjj 
of  that  village  he  took  his  share  in  labour  and  in  deliberation,  whellMT 
the  abolition  of  ilie  slave  tmde,  tho  dilfiision  of  Christianity,  the 
war  against  vice  and  iguumut'e,  or  the  advanrement  of  eviingelical 
theolo^,  was  the  object  of  tlie  [ossing  day.  YL<t,  when  he  was  en- 
gaged in  these  public  duties,  they  wlio  knew  him  best  would  {lerceive 
that  their  publicity  was  painful,  and  their  mieiiiiiig  otttenlidion  otlen- 
sive  to  him.  Ulien  seated  at  the  cabinet  heir]  in  the  Ubmry  nf  Henry 
Tlionitoii,  iL  was  obvious  that  the  heart  of  Tbomaa  Gisb<ime  was 
etill  turning  to  his  jKiriah,  and  that  his  imaginatiuu  was  fur  away  in 
the  teoeases  of  his  forest.  It  hud  been  the  cmdie  of  his  childhood  ; 
and  tbexc,  at  the  age  of  eighty-ai^ven,  his  body  was  commttti'<l  to  the 
grave  in  the  fulness  of  that  sure  and  certain  hope  which  had  tlm>wn 
her  bright  hues  over  every  pjiasago  of  hifl  protracted  n-sidonce  on 
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eartfa.  It  was  committod  to  the  grove  iu  the  fulness  of  that  sootii- 
ing  and  grateful  memory,  also,  which  tliey  who  stood  lugether  ruunU 
liw  hi«r  retained  of  a  f^itlitr  and  of  a  fripnd,  from  whom  tliey  had 
learned  vpry  many  lessons ;  but  above  all,  the  lesson  Hiat  though 
the  path  tlirougli  earth  to  hejivca  he  usually  pursued  thiYiUt;li  a  vale 
of  tears,  it  may  also  he  sometimes  pursued  tlirough  grten  poaturwf, 
and  by  waters  of  comfort,  with  a  ligLt  from  heaven  itself  lightening 
avery  step,  and  aliining  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. 

It  is  not  permitted  to  any  coterie  altogether  to  escape  the  spirit  of 
coterie.  Clapham  Common,  of  couree,  tliought  itself  the  beat  of  all 
possible  commons.  8uch,  at  Irast,  was  the  opinion  of  the  le« 
eminent  of  those  who  were  entitled  to  houso-lwte  and  dinncr-bote 
there.  If  the  common  was  attacked,  the  whole  homage  wba  in  a 
flame.  If  it  was  laughed  at,  there  could  be  no  remaiiiuig  »ensc  of 
docency  amungttt  men.  llie  commomirs  admind  in  each  uLUer  the 
reflection  of  their  own  Ionk«,  ruid  the  echo  of  their  own  voices.  A 
critica]  race,  they  drf;w  many  of  their  canons  of  criticism  from  hooks 
and  talk  of  their  own  parraitage ;  and  for  those  on  the  out«ide  of 
the  pule,  there  might  Le.  now  and  then,  some  failure  of  charity. 
Tlieir  festivities  were  not  e.xliilaratiug.  Kew  faces,  new  topics,  and 
a  less  liberal  expenditure  of  wujd<<m  immediutcly  al'tur  dinner,  would 
have  improved  them.  Tliua,  evim  at  Clapham,  the  diBceming  might 
pornrivfi  the  imperfections  of  our  wimmnn  nature,  and  take  up  ilie 
lowly  eonfcfwion  of  the  great  Thomas  Krakino — "After  all,  gt-ntle- 
men,  I  am  but  a  man." 

But  if  not  more  tliiin  men,  they  were  not  less.  Thej  had  none  of 
the  intellectual  coxcombry  since  m  prevalenL  Tliey  did  not  instU 
philosophic  and  political  neology  into  young  ladii-s  and  officers  of 
the  Guards,  through  tho  gc-ntle  medium  of  the  fashionable  noveL 
They  mounied  over  the  ilLs  insepamble  from  the  progress  of  society, 
without  shrieks  or  hyBlerics.  Tliey  were  not  epicures  for  wrhoM 
languid  palates  the  sweets  of  the  rich  man's  banquet  must  be  seasonal 
mth  thfi  arid  of  the  poor  nnin's  discontent.  Their  pliilanlhropy  did 
not  languish  without  the  stinmlant  of  satire ;  nor  aid  it  degeuemte 
into  a  mere  ballet  of  tender  attitudes  and  sentimental  pirtjuellca. 
ITxeir  philosophy  was  something  better  than  an  army  of  hard  words. 
Their  religion  was  something  more  than  a  collection  of  impalpahla 
essences ;  too  fine  for  analysis,  and  too  deLicato  for  use.  It  was 
hardy,  st^rviccable,  fruitbearing,  and  patrimonial  religion. 

They  were  the  sons,  by  natural  or  spiritual  birth,  of  men  who,  in" 
the  earlier  days  of  Methodism,  had  shalcon  off  the  lethargy  iu  which, 
till  then,  the  t'hurch  of  Kngliind  had  been  entranced — of  men,  by 
whose  agency  the  great  evangelic  doctrine  of  £uth,  emerging  in  ita 
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prinipval  splendour,  hud  not  only  ovftrpowered  the  eontraiy  heroaiea, 
liut  hail  porhaps  obscured  some  kindred  tratha  This  earlier  genor- 
alion  uf  iho  ovaiigHlic  school  had  been  too  ingenuous,  and  too  confi- 
dent in  the  diviuo  reality  of  their  caiise»  to  heed  mocti  what  hostility 
Lhcv  mi(^ht  awaken.  They  had  Leen  content  to  pass  for  fctols,  in  a 
worhl  -whofio  boasted  wisdom  they  accounted  folly.  In  their  once 
oeiitml  and  all-penradlng  ide&,  they  had  found  an  inHuence  hardly 
loss  than  ningicnl.  Tliey  had  esleenifNl  it  irnpoAsible  to  inculcate  too 
emphatically,  or  too  wiclely,  that  truth  which  Paid  had  procLumed 
iudiiferently  to  the  idolit^rs  of  Ephrsus.  the  revellers  of  Corinth,  the 
sophists  of  Atliens,  and  the  debauchrtl  citizens  of  sanguinary  Home. 

Their  sons  odnpted  the  same  creed  \rith  equal  sincerity  and  un- 
diminished earnestness,  hut  with  a  far  keener  Gens«  of  the  hindmncea 
opposed  to  the  indiscriminate  and  rude  exhibition  of  it  Absolute 
as  was  the  faith  of  Mr  WilWrforce  and  his  associates,  it  was  nob 
[losaible  that  the  system  called  "  Evangelical "  should  be  asserted  by 
them  in  the  blunt  and  uncompromising  tone  of  their  immediate  pre- 
decessors. A  more  elabomte  education,  greater  familiarity  with  the 
world  and  witli  human  afl'airs,  a  deeper  insight  into  science  and  hi»* 
tory,  with  a  far  nicer  discernment  of  mere  con\*eutional  proprieties, 
had.  opened  to  them  a  laugv  of  thought,  and  had  brought  tliein  into 
relations  with  society,  of  which  their  fathers  were  comparatively 
destitute.  Poaitiveness,  dogmatism,  and  an  ignorant  contempt  of 
ditficulties,  may  accompany  the  firmest  convictions,  hut  not  the  con- 
victions of  the  firmest  minds.  The  freedom  with  which  the  vfeisel 
swings  at  anclior,  ascertains  tlie  soundness  of  her  anchorage.  To  t>e 
conscious  of  the  force  of  prejudice  in  ourselves  and  others,  to  feel 
the  strength  of  the  argument  we  reeist,  to  know  how  to  diange 
places  internally  with  our  antagonists,  U>  understand  why  it  is  that 
we  provoke  their  scorn,  disgust,  or  ridicule — and  stUl  to  be  unshaken, 
still  to  adliere  with  fidelity  to  the  standard  we  hare  chosen —  this  is 
a  Iriiiniph,  to  he  won  by  tliose  akme  on  w}iom  is  V«towed  not 
merely  the  faith  which  overcomes  the  world,  but  the  pimi  and 
jjeaceahle  wbtdom  which  is  from  above. 

And  such  were  they  whom  the  second  generation  of  the  Evangel- 
ical party  acknowledged  as  their  secular  chiefs.  They  fell  on  days 
much  unlike  those  which  we,  their  children,  have  known — days  lem 
softened  hy  the  charities  and  courtesitw,  hut  less  ener\'nted  by  the 
frivoliticii  of  life.  Since  the  fall  of  the  R^iman  repulilic,  there  hod 
not  aristm  within  the  buAoui,  and  armed  with  the  weapons  of  civil- 
itation  itself,  a  power  so  full  of  menace  to  the  civilifi<;d  world  as  that 
which  then  overshadowed  Europa  In  the  deep  iieriousnesa  of  that 
dark  era,  they  of  whom  we  speak  looked  back  for  analogies  to  that 
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remote  copflict  of  Uie  natious,  and  drew  evil  auguries  from  the  eveut 
of  the  ware  wlii^^-h,  from  Sylla  to  Octavius,  had  dyed  the  earth  with 
tho  blood  of  iU  inliahitants,  to  estuhliBh  at  length  a  military  dwjpol- 
ism — rnthlcfis,  godless,  and  ahorainoblc.  But  they  also  reverted  to 
the  advent,  oven  in  that  age  of  lust  and  cruelty,  of  a  p<jwur  destined 
to  wage  successful  war,  not  with  any  external  or  eartliiy  potentate, 
but  with  the  secret  and  internal  R])riiig  of  alJ  this  wi-Htchi?«ln*ws 
and  wrong — the  power  of  love,  incaniate  though  divine — of  love 
exercised  in  toils  and  saflFerings,  and  at  length  yielding  up  life  itself, 
that  from  that  sacrifice  might  germinate  tho  seeds  of  a  new  and  en- 
during life — the  vital  principle  of  man's  social  existence,  of  his 
individual  sti-ength,  ami  of  his  immortal  hopes. 

And  as,  in  that  lirat  age  of  Christianity,  truths  and  with  it  hea- 
venly ciinsolation,  had  been  iliffuee*!,  not  alone  or  ohif'fly  by  tli**  lift- 
lesa  text,  but  by  living  measojigers  proclaiming  and  illustrating  Lhu 
renovating  energy  of  the  mMsage  intnistcd  to  them ;  bo  to  those 
who,  at  the  comiiienuement  of  thi»  century,  were  anxioiuly  Wiit4:hing 
the  oonvuliiions  of  their  own  age,  it  appeared  that  the  sorrows  of 
mankind  would  Iw  best  assuaged,  and  the  maroli  of  evil  most  elTect- 
nally  stayed,  by  a  humble  imitation  of  that  inspired  example.  Tliey 
therefore  formed  them-selvcfi  into  a  conftideracy,  carefully  orgJiniseiJ 
and  fearlessly  avowed,  to  Kcnd  forth  into  all  lands,  but  above  all  into 
their  own,  the  two  witne^iHes  of  the  Church — Scripture  and  Tradi- 
tion ; — Scripture,  to  be  intcrpteled  by  its  divine  Author  to  the  de- 
vout worshippers — ^Tradition,  not  of  doctrinal  tenets,  hut  of  that  nn- 
extinguishable  zeal,  which,  hnit  kindled  in  the  apoetohc  times,  has 
never  since  wanted  either  altars  to  receive,  or  attendant  ministers  to 
feed  and  propagate  the  flame.  Bibles,  schools,  mi^ionaries,  the 
circulation  of  evangelioal  books,  and  tho  training  of  evangelical 
cleigyiaen,  the  poasession  of  well-attended  pulpits,  war  through  tho 
press,  and  war  in  parliament,  against  every  form  of  injustice  which 
either  law  or  custom  sanctioned — Buch  were  the  forces  by  which 
they  hoped  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  light,  and  to  resist  the  tymnny 
•with  which  tho  earth  was  threatened. 

Nor  was  it  dilHcult  to  distinguiah  or  to  grapple  with  their  antAgon- 
iata.  The  slave  trade  was  then  brooding  like  a  pestilence  over 
Africa ;  that  monster  iniquity  wliich  fairly  outstripped  nil  abhor- 
rence, and  baOled  all  exaggeration — oouvcrtiiig  one  quarter  of  this 
fiur  earth  into  the  nearest  posiiiblc  resemblance  of  what  wo  conociTt 
of  hell,  reversing  every  law  of  (.-hrist,  and  openly  defj-ing  the  venge- 
ance of  OocL  The  formation  of  tho  holy  league,  of  which  wo  are 
the  chroniclers,  synchronised  with  that  unhappy  illnusH  which,  half 
a  century  ago^  withdrew  Thomas  Claikson,  bom  tho  strife  to  which 
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be  wua  set  apart  and  coiiseciuted  ;  leaving  UU  OBSociates  to  puraun 
it  duriiij^  tliB  twelve  couchidin)^  yt'*rs,  unaided  by  his  pr«>s<^Dcii,  Ijut 
not  without  the  aid  of  hia  example,  his  eympatliy,  and  his  prayers. 
Thoy  hav«  all  long  since  poAst-d  away,  while  he  still  livea  (long  may 
ho  livu  ])  to  enjoy  hoiiuunt  and  lieni'dictious,  fur  wliich  the  <liudbm 
of  ^apoliKiu,  even  if  wreathod  with  the  laurels  of  Goethe,  would  be 
a  mean  exchiui}^.  But,  alas  !  it  is  uot  givon  to  any  one,  not  even 
to  'Hionuis  Clarkson,  to  enjoy  a  glory  complete  and  analloyod.  Far 
from  us  bo  the  attempt  to  pluck  one  leaf  tiom  the  cpown  which  rests 
on  that  tiniti-honoured  head.  But  with  truth  tliere  may  he  uo  com- 
proiuii^c.  and  truth  wrings  from  uh  the  ackaowiotigment,  that  Thomas 
Clarkson  never  lived  ut  Clapham  [ 

Mot  so  tliat  comrade  in  his  holy  war,  whom,  of  all  that  sRrved  niuler 
the  same  bannor,  ho  Boemn  to  have  loved  the  best.  At  thu  distance 
of  0  few  bow-shots  from  the  house  of  Ilenry  Thornton,  was  the  happy 
home  in  which  dwelt  Granville  Sharpo  ;  at  once  the  abidiJig  guest 
and  the  bosom  friend  of  liis  more  wealthy  brutliers.  A  critic,  with 
the  Boul  ul'  a  churchwarden,  uilght  indetnl  fasten  on  certain  nicl4.-s  and 
bounds,  hostile  to  the  parochial  cljums  of  the  family  of  Sliarjie  ;  but 
in  the  wider  ken  and  iiioi-e  liberal  judgment  of  the  historian,  the 
dignity  of  a  tnie  Claphamite  is  not  to  be  refused  to  one  whose  even- 
ing walk  and  morning  contemplatiuDs  led  him  so  easily  and  so  often 
within  the  hallowed  precincta 

Would  that  the  days  of  Inaoc  Walton  could  liave  been  prolonged 
to  the  time  wlion  Granville  Sharpe  was  to  be  committed  to  the  care 
of  the  bin«^niphera  I  Ilia  likenesii  from  Uie  easel  of  the  goiwl  old 
Angler  would  have  been  drawn  ynth  an  outline  as  correct  and  firm, 
and  in  rolours  as  soft  and  as  transparent,  as  the  portraits  of  Ilciukor 
or  of  Herbert,  of  Donne  or  of  Walton.  A  narrative,  no  longer  than 
the  liturgy  which  they  all  so  devoutly  loved,  would  then  hove  super- 
seded the  amiab  which  now  embalm  Ids  memory  licneuth  thai  uun- 
conforming  pTfilixity  which  they  all  mj  devoutly  hatod. 

The  grandson  of  an  Archbishop  of  York,  the  eon  of  an  Arrhdcacon 
of  Northumberland,  the  brother  of  a  Prebendary  of  rturlmiu,  Gron- 
villo  Sliarpe.  descending  to  the  rank  from  which  Isiuic  Widton  rttse, 
was  apprenticed  lo  u  Unen-dniper  of  the  name  <>f  ll.il&ey,  a  l^uaker, 
who  kept  his  shop  on  Tower  Hill.  When  the  (Quaker  died,  the  io- 
dentiu'es  wen;  tmiisfcrred  to  a  Pn-shytcTian  of  the  same  erift.  Mlien, 
Ihe  Pn_»«l»yterian  rr-tired.  Ihey  were  mode  over  to  an  Irinh  PaplsL 
When  the  Papist  quitted  the  tnidc,  they  pnaeed  to  o  fourth  master, 
whom  the  apprentice  reporta  to  have  had  no  religion  at  all.  At  one 
time  a  Socinian  took  up  his  abode  at  the  draper's,  and  as<taulU.>d  the 
faith  of  the  young  apprentice  in  the  mysteriee  uf  the  Trinity  and  the 
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of  Tnglewood,  and  the  manor  and  iii»t.le  of  Carlisle.  He  wageil  a 
It**  fortunate  war  against  tlw  tlnutriwil  pniotico  of  uitluir  sux  ap- 
pmring  in  tha  habilimentB  of  the  other.  H«  uiovtal  all  t)ie  powers 
of  hid  age,  poltticul  and  intelluclufll,  to  abolish  the  iniprcsamc-nt  of 
Boamen,  and  wound  up  a  dialogue  with  Johnson  on  the  subject,  by 
opposing  the  scriptural  waniing,  "  Woe  to  them  that  call  uvU  good, 
and  good  evil,"  to  what  he  datcribftd  aii  the  *'  plausibli'  sojdiistry  and 
important  solf-snfficiency  "  of  the  iJage.  Prvscniiiig  himself  to  ibo 
then  Secretary  of  State,  Lord  l^arlmouth,  he  d(?nounccd,  with  pro- 
phetic solemnity,  the  guilt  of  despoiling  and  exterminating  in  the 
Charib  war  that  miserable  rciunuut  of  the  aboriginal  race  of  tho 
Antilles  As  a  oitijwn  of  i/mdon,  he  came  to  the  reiwue  of  Crosby, 
the  Lord  Mayor,  in  his  struggle  with  the  House  of  Commons.  As  a 
citizen  of  the  world,  ho  called  on  earth  and  heaven  to  stay  the  plagiiea 
of  alavury  and  the  slave-trade,  and  advocated  the  indopondonce  of 
America  with  such  ardour  as  to  sachtice  to  it  his  own.  Ordere  had 
reached  his  otlice  to  ship  munitions  of  war  to  tho  revolted  colonies. 
If  his  hand  hail  euton'oi  the  account  of  such  a  cargo,  it  would  have 
contracted  in  his  eyes  the  stain  of  innocent  blood.  To  avoid  that 
pollution  he  resigned  his  placc^  and  his  meam  of  subsistence,  at  a 
fH'riod  of  life  when  ho  could  no  longer  hope  to  find  any  other  luejra- 
tivo  emph^yment.  But  he  bad  brothers  who  loved  and  supported 
him  f  and  his  release  from  the  fatigues  of  a  subordinate  office  left  him 
free  lu  obey  the  impulses  of  his  own  brave  spirit,  as  the  avenger  of 
the  opjirrssed. 

Wjiile  yet  a  cbronicler  of  gunpowder  and  small  anna,  a  negro, 
ahanrloiu'd  to  disease,  had  asked  of  him  on  abns.  Silver  and  gold 
ha  had  none,  but  such  as  be  had  he  gave  him.  He  procuri.Hl  for  the 
poor  siiderer  medical  aid,  and  watched  over  him  with  alfectionato 
care  until  his  health  was  reelorei.  'I'he  patient,  once  more  l)ecome 
aleek  and  strong,  was  an  object  on  which  Barbadian  eyes  could  not 
Jnok  without  cupiility ;  and  one  Lisle,  his  former  master,  brought  an 
action  against  GrauviHo  Sharpe  for  the  ill^pil  detention  of  his  slave, 
TTirce  of  the  infallible  doctors  of  the  Church  of  Westminster  — 
Yorkc,  Talbot,  and  Monstiuld — favoured  the  claim ;  and  Blackstone, 
the  great  expositor  of  her  traditions,  hastened,  at  tlieir  bidding,  to 
rettsot  a  bereey  on  this  article  of  tho  faith  into  which  his  un- 
instrucled  reason  had  fallen.  Not  such  the  reverence  paid  by  tho 
liard-working  clerk  to  tlie  inward  light  which  God  had  vouchsafed 
to  him.  He  conned  bi.s  entries  indued,  and  tran.scnlH!<l  his  n)inul4>s 
all  day  long,  just  as  if  notliing  bod  happened  ;  but  throughout  two 
suooessivc  years  he  betook  himself  to  his  solitary  chamber,  there, 
night  by  night,  to  explore  tho  original  sources  of  Uie  Law  of  £Dg- 
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./),'(.  i'ii'.:-/ti  J,',', I  ;;.','j  'i'-,v-;i'i'-;.*.  ari'i  i:;;i:.-r.-':i  in  t'!jc  duLiesofs 
•.■.i|.i',iii'  '..i,;j,/,  1  .;.;.,.'■'!  tij':  i;.'.ij'v,  trj<;  i-i-'ii-.  [<-r'-:Teiante,  and 
t.h<  ji  .iiijiit:',  i«-i  1,1'j  I'll  liii-.  ;.'!';it  "Jiitiov-ivv — who.  whollv  fop- 
jf  'til,;/  \,ititi  If  III  I.,  '/i',|''t,  Ici'i  riii'ii'.':-iyc'".m.-:iii-'l his connectioD 
■mvIi  iI.  ]':!,  [I'M  )i:iii''<,  ii  uani"  r'l  JiiU'Jv  .rhould  pr<ju<lice  a  cause  k 
iii'iiit'  iii'.'i  -  ;■.)■'<,  'I'  ti-,  in;'  liiiM.Hcli'  fvr-n  the  iii<l()t^'L-nce  of  attending 
lie-  iii;m)ih.ii1.  |i<:  jcn]  piovoki;'!,  Ii.'yl  'rinniliito'l  liin  own  rer^arches  in 
Mm-  iiiiiiM  ,  iiii'l  »!  l]i<:  v.i,rk,  »i'  ii  plii^'iiirist  wlju  bail  n-published 
lli'iii  iiii'l  wh'i,  riiciin  :i;i  wsa  his  rihicutioii,  uiul  humblo  as  wexe  hU 
I'Mi'-.int  f,  h;i'l  |irMv>-<|  ))■,«  hii[»i  Tin  city  jin  u  .lurifit,  on  one.  main  branch 
III'  tJi'-  liiw  ol  l'ji;,^liiri<),  \n  Hiiiiii;  of  thu  niost  ilhii«trious  Judges  by 
whiiiii  Ihiil-  hnv  hill]  hf'ii  iKJiiiiiiislcrcil. 

NivD-  wii-i  uhnlilioiiiHt.  iii'in:  Nf-iithli;K«i  than  Granville  Sharpe  by 
Ihi-  i<  jiiua'-h  to  whii'h  Ihr'ir  trih<-  hud  liocn  exposed,  of  insensibility 
to  Jill  hiiriiiiii  iiiin-MWH.  iiiih-MM  thfi  hair  of  tliu  siiflerer  be  thick  aa 
uiiiil,  iiti<l  lh<'  iikiii  lift  tihu'k  iih  choiiy.  Ilin  African  client  may 
iriih'<i[  hiivt'  iiiuir]ii-(l  ii  hii->{i'r  Khun- <pf  his  tittudiment  than  the  otfaexs; 
ami  I't'  hi  I  rniirilh-Hrt  si-hmii-siif  I ii'iiclii-i •»(;<',  thut  wliich  ho  loved  the 
lirNt  wii  I  till'  Jifiih'iiii-iit  lit  Sii-rni  Ij-tuir  (if  a  five  colony,  to  Bcrve  as 
It  fmiii.'  if<i/'t>iii  ill  the  fiiliini  (-iiiiiii!ii;^'nH  a^^ainst  the  slave  trade. 
Itiit  hi'  i)i:i,v  ht'  i{ii(>h-(l  iiH  an  I'xiirriiiicnlul  proof  of  the  infinite 
iliviMiliililY  ol'  lhi<  Itiiiiliy  alVi'dionH.  Much  ho  MTotc,  and  much  he 
liihiiiin'il,  In  I'liiii'ilititi-  (in-Ill  llrilaiu  and  Anu-riea  ;  much  to  promote 
ihr  ihlhiMnn  nf  ihi>  llnly  Scnptun'i* ;  much  to  interpret  the  pro- 
phi'i'ii'M  iniitaitK'd  in  thciii;  much  tu  ivfutu  the  errors  of  the  Socin> 
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Jans;  much  to  euBtoin  Iho  ooitw  of  Gratlau  ami  tli*»  IiisU  volunteers ; 
uiucli  to  reconmmDd  relomi  iii  rurliaiiicnt ;  uud  much,  it  must  be 
aildiHl,  (for  vhat  is  a  man  in  h'm  best  estato  ?}  to  dii^vade  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  ('atholics.  Manjr  also  were  the  henevolcnt  societiea 
vliich  he  firmed  or  fostered  ;  and  \n^  puMioMions,  who  can  numbcrf 
Their  common  aim  was  to  advance  the  higiie«t  iutereats  of  muukind ; 
hut  to  none  of  them,  with  perhaps  one  exception,  could  the  pniise 
eiilier  of  leai-ning  or  of  originality  be  justly  given.  For  he  possessed 
rather  a  great  »ouI  than  h  f;ront  understanding  ;  and  yraa  Ipss  admir- 
ahlo  for  the  ext4?nt  of  his  re*owrte*s  than  for  the  earnest  afffictiou 
and  the  quiet  enerj;}'  with  which  he  umployetl  tliem. 

Like  all  men  of  that  ca^t  of  mind,  hia  humour  was  gay  and 
fesvive.  Among  the  harjies  which  tloated  on  a  summer  evenlnf*  by 
the  villa  of  Fope,  and  the  chateau  of  Horace  "W'alpole,  none  waa 
more  conMant  or  more  joyoufi  than  that  in  which  Gmn\iUe  HhariKj'a 
harj)  or  kettle-drum  sustained  the  Hute  of  one  brother,  the  hautlwy 
of  another,  and  the  melodious  voioea  of  tlifir  listers,  ll  waa  a 
convop]  of  sweet  sonnda.  typical,  as  it  mij^lit  stseni,  uf  the  fraternal 
harmony  which  hle»«ed  their  dwelling  on  the  banka  of  that*  noble 
liver.  Much  honest  mirth  ghuldened  that  affeetiottate  circle,  and 
brother  (Jmnville's  pencil  could  produce  vt*ry  pastmble  cancatun:s 
when  \xt!  laid  aside  liia  harp,  fashioned,  as  he  maintained,  in  exact 
imitation  of  thiit  of  tlie  son  of  Jeeae,  To  complete  the  resemblauw, 
it  was  hiK  df'light,  at  the  hr«ik  of  day,  to  aing  to  it  one  of  the  ttunpi 
of  Zion  in  his  ohamlK^r — rniswl  hy  many  an  inlerveninp  atairrrase  far 
above  tlie  Temple  ti^nlcns,  where  young  studrnts  of  Uhmm;  times 
irouhl  oftrn  pause  in  their  morning  bItoU,  to  Usten  to  the  not  un- 
J)lGa8ing  cadence,  tliongh  the  voice  waa  broken  by  aye,  and  the  lan- 
gujige  waa  to  tliem  an  unknown  tongue. 

(Jn  one  nf  their  number  he  condoscende*!  to  bestow  a  reganl,  tho 
memory  of  which  wuuld  still  warm  the  liwirL.  even  were  it  chilled  hy 
OA  niiiny  years  as  had  then  blauchitd  that  renemhle  head.  The  one 
mi^bt  have  jxissed  for  tlie  gmndson  of  the  other  ;  but  they  met  with 

-  iuntnal  pleasure,  and  cnnveiHed  with  a  confidence  not  unlike  that  of 
quaU     And  yet,  at  this  period,  Gnmvillo  Sharpe  was  iMssing  into 

'^a  state  which,  in  a  nature  leas  active  and  benevolent  than  his,  would 
have  be(>n  nothing  better  than  dotage.  In  him  it  a8sunifil  the  fonn 
of  a  delirium,  so  calm,  so  busy,  and  giving  birth  to  whim«  so  kind- 
hearted,  as  often  to  remind  his  youug  associate  of  Isaac  WaU^iu'e 
Baying,  thai  the  very  dreams  of  a  good  man  are  a(!(-e]>tab]e  to  Gorl. 
To  illustrate  by  examples  the  state  of  a  mind  thus  hovering  on  the 
confines  of  wisdom  and  fatuity,  may  perhajw  suggest  the  BUH|>icion 
that  the  old  man's  infirmities  were  contagious ;  but  evun  at  that  ribJc 


tbey  aball  be  hazarded ;  for  few  of  t^e  iacidents  of  his  more  vigorou*. 
dajB  delineflte  ]iim  so  truly. 

"Williftiii  Ilenrr,  tlie  last  Diike  of  Gloucester  (who  poseeasod 
many  vii-luas,  and  fven  conaiderublo  talents,  which  his  foGble  talk 
and  manners  concealed  from  his  occasional  associates),  hod  a  groU 
lovB  fur  GniuviilB  tibarpe  ;  and  nothing  ouuld  be  more  amiable  than 
tbe  intercourse  between  them,  thougli  the  one  could  never  ibra  moment 
for)jct  that  he  was  a  priiire  of  the  blood-royal,  and  the  othex  never 
for  u  moment  remembered  that  he  was  bred  up  as  a  Unen-drapCT'g 
apprentice.  Beneath  the  pompous  bearing  of  the  Guclph  lay  a 
botiia  of  genuine  humility,  and  the  free  carriage  of  the  ex-clerk  of 
llie  Ordnance  was  but  the  natural  expression  of  a  lowline*<s  un- 
enibarrassed  by  any  desire  of  pniiso  or  dread  of  failure.  A  little  too 
gracious,  ]>erhaps,  yet  full  of  bi.'uiguity,  was  the  aspect  and  the  attitude 
of  tho  Bulce,  when,  at  one  of  the  many  philanthropic  asseniblag«e 
held  under  his  presidency,  (Jranvillo  IShorpe  (it  was  no  comimm 
occurrence)  rose,  and  lequfste-d  It-ave  to  sjteak.  He  had,  ho  said,  two 
echcines,  which,  il'  recomraundL'd  by  such  advocates,  must  greatly 
leduce  the  sum  of  human  midc>ry.  To  bring  to  a  close  the  calamities 
of  Sierra  Leone,  he  had  prepared  a  law  for  introducing  there  King 
Alired'a  fmnk  pledge,  a  sovereign  remedy  for  all  such  social  wounds. 
At  ouce  to  diminish  the  waste  of  human  life  in  the  Peninsula,  and 
to  aid  the  depressed  workmen  in  England,  he  had  devised  a  project 
for  manufacturing  portable  woolimcks  ;  under  the  shelter  of  wliich 
ever-ready  in  trench  ments,  our  trtHips  might,  witliout  the  least  daugec 
to  themselves,  mow  down  tlie  tauUs  of  the  oppre»*iors  of  ypaiu. 

A  politician,  as  well  aa  a  strutegist,  he  sought  and  obbuned  an 
int<^rview  with  Charles  Fox,  to  whom  he  had  advice  of  grvat  urgency 
to  give  for  conducting  the  afl'airs  of  JCurope.  If  the  ghost  of  Iturkii 
had  appeuntd  to  lecture  him.  Fox  could  luutlly  have  listened  with 
greater  astonishment,  as  his  monitor,  by  the  aid  of  the  Little  Horn 
in  Daniel,  explained  tbe  future  policy  of  Napoleon  and  of  Llic  Czar. 
*'  The  Little  Horn  I  Mr  Slmi-fie,"  at  length  exclaimpd  the  most 
amiable  of  men,  "  what  in  tho  name  of  wonder  do  you  mean  by  Uic 
Little  Horn  i "  "  See  there,"  said  the  dejected  interpreb>r  of  pro- 
phecy to  his  companion,  as  they  retired  from  the  Foreign  Office^ 
"  See  there  the  fallacy  of  reputation  I  Why»  that  man  passes  for 
a  statesman ;  and  yet  it  is  evident  to  me  that  he  never  before  ao 
much  as  heiml  of  tho  Little  Horn  I " 

As  his  end  drew  nearer,  he  became  less  and  less  capable  of  seizing 
tlie  distinction  between  the  prophecies  and  the  newRpap^rs.  It 
rained  as  heavily  on  the  1 8th  of  February,  181 3,  ns  on  the  aJVinio<in 
when  Isaac  Walton  met  the  futuro  Bishop  of  Worcester  at  Buuhill 
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Row,  anil  found,  in  the  public-bouse  which  gave  them  shelter,  Hmt 
duublu  blewing  of  good  ate  and  good  diacoiiree  which  he  has  so 
pioudly  cx>romeu)or»tcd.  Ifot  such  ia  the  fortune  of  the  young 
Templar,  who,  in  a  storm  at  least  as  pitilees,  met  Gran^HUe  8barpe 
at  the  latter  epoch  moving  down  Long  Acr«  as  nimbly  us  ever,  with 
bLs  ciUin  thoughtful  cuunteiuiace  raised  gently  upwards,  as  was  nsoal 
with  him— u8  though  ganng  on  some  object  which  it  pleased  hUn 
well  to  look  u{>on.  But  his  discourse,  though  delivered  in  a  kind 
of  a  shower-hnth,  to  whinh  hia  reverie  raad«  liira  insensible,  wae  as 
cliarai'-temtic,  if  not  as  wise,  ue  that  of  the  learned  Sanderson.  "You 
linve  h<iard,"  he  began,  "  my  young  Iriend,  of  this  scandoloua  proceed- 
ing of  tlie  Rjibbi  Ben  MeudoIiJ  No?  Why,  tlien,  read  tliis  brief 
account  of  it  which  I  have  liecn  publishing.  AI>out  a  year  ago  the 
Rabbi,  being  tlien  at  T)ain&'«cut;,  nutw  a  great  flame  descend,  and  reet 
on  one  of  tliQ  Lill^  which  surround  the  city.  Soon  after,  lie  came  to 
GibmlUiT.  lliere  he  discovered  how  completely  that  celestial 
phenomenon  verified  my  interpretation  of  the  words — *  Arise,  shine^ 
for  thy  light  is  come,*  &c  \  and  now  ho  has  the  audacity  not  only 
to  deny  thai  he  ever  saw  such  a  Qame,  but  to  declare  thai  he  never 
pretended  to  have  seen  it.  Can  you  imagine  a  clearer  fulHlmeitl  of 
the  predicted  blindnoss  and  obduracy  of  Israel  before  their  restora- 
tion I" 

That  great  event  was  to  have  taken  place  within  a  few  months, 
when  the  still  more  awful  event  which  happens  to  all  Uving,  removed 
tliiH  aged  servant  of  timl  and  man  from  the  world  of  shadows  to  the 
world  of  light.  To  die  at  the  precise  moment  when  the  vast  pro- 
phetic dmma  was  just  reaching  its  sublime  ci>tA8trophc,  was  a  trial 
not  easily  home,  even  by  a  iaith  so  immovable  as  his.  But  death 
had  no  other  sting  for  hun.  It  awakened  his  pure  spirit  from  the 
dreams  which  peopled  it  during  the  decay  of  his  flrahy  tabemaclD  ; 
and  if  that  change  revealed  to  him  that  ho  had  ill-interpreted 
many  of  the  hard  sentencee  of  old,  it  gave  him  the  aeaurance  that 
he  had  well  di\'ined  the  meaning  of  one  immutable  prophecy — 
the  prophecy  of  a  gracious  welcome  and  an  eternal  reward  to 
thoaei,  who,  discerning  the  brethren  of  their  liodoi^ini^r  in  the 
hungry,  the  thirsty,  the  stranger,  the  naked,  the  si^k,  and  the  [>ri- 
soner,  should  fur  tlis  sake  feed,  and  shelter,  and  clothe,  and  visit,  and 
comfort  them. 

United  in  the  bonds  of  that  Christian  charity,  though  wide  as  the 
poles  asunder  in  thoohigical  opinions,  were  Granville  Sharjie  and 
William  Smith  •  that  other  denijEon  of  Clapham  who  has  already 
eroasod  our  patli.  He  lived  as  if  to  show  how  muoh  of  the  coarwr 
dutiw  of  this  busy  world  toay  be  uudertukeu  by  u  man  of  ^uick 
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pri«dpl<5  of  justice,  was  to  be  prolific  of  coiiBCi]ucor(»,  ilircct  and 
iti>Up*ct,  of  WininWvua  miigiiitii<li<.  Thiiu  hsm  i!iili«U'<)  on  our  sidu 
all  tlt^t  fKiWL'rs  nud  all  ilit'  Hut)'ni;;es  of  thu  (.'artti  ;  i*o  that  no  one 
any  longi>r  attt^inj>1«  to  emap  the  hmml  of  nnirdor  fr*>in  tlio  brow 
of  lJ»o  slave  Irudet.  Ahovo  ail,  lime  has  dUt^wn  tliat,  in  tho  ex- 
linolion  nf  tho  sitivc  tnide,  was  inrolvod,  by  «lf>w  but  incrvitable 
aU-ys,  tho  extiiictinii  uf  the  Hhivpr)*  which  it  luul  cn>nttMl  and  bus* 
taiutfd.  'nds,  iii«o,  wuis  u  n-mli  uf  which,  as  far  &a  human  agency 
is  conci*rued,  iIih  iittuui>p  rings  are  to  be  found  anions;  that  sect 
tu  which,  having  first  given  a  name,  vro  would  now  build  up  a 
ninntimt^t. 

It  it;  wiUi  a  trembling  liund  tbut  we  inscribe  on  that  monuroont 
the  nauit!  uf  Zuthary  ^jucaullly  ;  for  it  id  not  withuut  some  mift- 
giving  \vai  \jnm  should  hv  iiillicW  on  the  livtii;:,  while  we  pass, 
bowyvt-r  ivvt'r»*ntl)",  over  the  half-fxtinjjuishpd  nshps  of  the  dead. 
Tlte  bowtia  sbrin*^,  crtctai  in  rcmembmnce  of  th<'ni,  may  Iw  yet 
iiwire  intoh'rahly  profannl  by  rudti  enliigj*  than  by  unrnoritod  rt*- 
pivNich  ;  and  thi.^  danger  of  tcuch  profunuliou  is  the  more  iunuincnt, 
when  the  judgiuent,  though  unbiajioed  by  any  ties  of  consanguinity, 
U  not  exempt  fmnt  iiiMucnri'^t  al)tii>8t  as  kimlly  aud  hn  jtciwurful 
It  ia,  however,  an  altnuipt  whii-h  lie  who  Would  write  the  rt'utrtrian 
lustory  of  Clapham  ■.rmhl  not  wlioHy  deelinc,  without  an  error  like 
tliat  of  omitting  tho  name  of  Grutius  in  a  sectarian  history  of  the 
Arminians. 

A  few  paces  apart  from  each  otlier,  in  tho  eliurch  of  ^Vestnlin.ste^, 
are  tliree  uiouumtnts,  to  whieh,  in  Cod's  appointeil  lime,  will  be 
added  a  fourth,  lo  iwinph'to  the  aepidchrul  hoiioiirs  of  tbuue  to  whom 
our  mnintuflt  jxiatority  will  ascribe  the  deliverance  of  mankind  from 
the  woes  of  ttio  Afrii'an  slave  trade,  and  of  colonial  slavery.  There 
is  a  yet  nion:  enduring  temple,  where,  engraven  by  no  hinimu  Imtuls, 
abides  a  record,  to  ho  divulged  in  lia  season,  of  services  to  that 
caustt,  worthy  to  bo  commemorated  Tvith  tJiose  of  Wiihani  Wilber- 
furue,  of  tlnuivillM  Sliaqw,  of  ZiUTJiary  ^faraulay,  and  of  'Hiumfis 
('larkson.  Hut  to  that  gowUy  fellowship  tlie  praise  will  be  om- 
phutii-ally  giveu.  Thomas  Clarksoii  U  his  own  bii)gmpiier,  and  pious 
iiaUilA  have,  celebrated  the  laboure  of  two  of  his  colleagues.  Of  Mr 
i^Iucauluy  nil  nioraoriol  had  been  made  public,  excejiting  that  which 
has  Ikmui  engraven  on  his  tomb  in  Westnunst^ir  Ahb*'y,  by  some 
eulogist  le^  skilfid  than  atfectionate.  It  is  no  renie-liless  omission; 
although  it  would  ref|uire  talents  of  the  highest  onler,  to  exhibit  a 
distinet  and  faithful  imago  of  a  man  whose  peculiarity  it  was  to 
conceal,  as  far  as  possible,  his  interior  life,  under  tho  veil  of  his 
outward  appearance.     That  bis  understanding  was  proof  against 
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sopbistiy,  and  his  nerves  ugftlnat  fear,  wore,  indeed,  conclusions  10 
which  a  Btrongcr  artived  at  the  first  intcrviewwith  him.  But  what 
miglit  be  suggeHting  tliat  expnu^ion  of  uounkn&uce,  at  once  to 
earnest  aitd  so  motiutoiiuus — by  vrbut  manner  of  fe^lio^  tfacM 
gestures,  do  iiiiifornily  Cnn  anj  delibcrutis  wire  prom ptud--- whence 
the  consljiiit  tnicos  (if  fittij^ue  on  thnsc  ovcrhanginf'  browa,  mmI  ob 
that  atUetic  thcugb  uiignujcful  figure— what  iiiigbt  bo  the  dutfift 
"which  excited  amongst  his  chosen  circle  a  faith  appn">ftrUinp  to 
Buperstition,  and  a  luvo  rising  to  cnthu^iasni,  tuwanls  a  lunn  whoM 
demcHnuur  was  ao  iiiftuimate,  if  not  au6ttix«1 — it  wiia  a  riildkf  i-f 
which  neither  Gall  nor  Lavater  couM  have  found  the  key.  llol 
much  was  passiBg  within,  which  that  ineloquent  tongue  and  tbuw 
taciturn  features  couM  not  utter ;  that  nature  had  compcusutiHl  her 
other  buuiitiee  by  if^fusing  him  the  means  of  a  ready  intcrcluuigv  </ 
thought ;  and  that  he  had  won,  M-ithout  knuwijig  how  to  court,  Um 
attachment  of  all  who  approached  liim  cloeely — these  were  di«> 
coverie-B  which  the  most  casual  acquaintance  might  make,  but  which 
they  whom  he  honoured  With  his  intimacy,  and  they  alone,  cuald 
explain. 

To  them  lie  appeared  a  man  possessed  by  one  idea,  and  auiinated 
by  one  master  passion — an  iilea  so  couipruhemiiive,  as  to  impart  » 
profound  interest  to  all  which  indicated  its  influence  over  hiai—^ 
passion  so  benevolent,  that  the  colde«t  heart  could  not  withhold 
some  sympathy  from  him  who  was  the  subject  of  it.  Trained  in 
the  hardy  habits  of  Scotland  in  ancient  timea,  he  had  received  ftom 
his  father  much  ini>truutiun  in  theology,  witli  eitmo  Latiu  and  a  Httla 
Greek,  when  uot  enipluyed  in  cultivating  his  father's  glebe  at  Coid- 
rosa,  on  the  northern  bank  of  thti  Clyde.  While  yet  a  boy,  h«  had 
watchr;d  as  the  iron  entered  into  the  soul  of  the  slaves,  who«6 
labours  he  was  sent  to  superintend  in  Jamaica ;  and,  almndoning 
witli  abhorrence  a  pursuit  which  had  promised  him  early  wealth  and 
distinction,  be  pondered  the  question — how  sliail  the  cjtrth  be  de- 
livered fr<.>m  this  curse  t  Turning  lo  Sierra  Leone,  he  braved  for 
many  years  the  deadly  thmate,  that  be  might  aid  iu  the  erectioa 
and  in  tlie  defi-nce  of  what  was  liieu  the  one  city  of  nrfugo  for  the 
Itegro  race  ;  an<l  oa  )i(>  »hw  the  slave  tnule  crushing  to  tito  dust  tlui 
adjacent  tribes  of  Afrii-a,  he  again  pondered  the  qucsticn^ — how  libaU 
the  eurl-h  be  delivered  fnim  this  curse  1 

Tliat  Gutl  luul  called  him  into  being  to  wags  war  with  thia 
gigantic  evil,  became  hia  immutable  conviction.     During  furty  i 
cesaive  years,  he  wau  over  burdeneil  with  this  thought     It  was 
subject  of  bis  visions  by  day,  and  of  hia  clretuns  by  night.     To  jpve 
tlmm  reality,  he  laboured  as  men  labour  for  Uie  honoun  of  a  pro- 
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foAsion.  or  for  tho  subsLateni'fl  of  their  cluldion.  The  rwing  <»»n  evnr 
tbuud  Uiiu  at  tiis  task.  lie  wout  ftbroftd  bat  to  advauc«  it,  Hirt 
oommerue,  his  studies,  his  friendships,  his  controversies,  even  his 
ditKOurecw  in  tho  boAom  of  his  family,  wnra  all  Iwnt  to  the  promotion 
of  it  llu  edited  Toluininooa  periodical  worka  ;  but  whether  theo- 
logy, Hlomture,  or  politics  were  the  text,  tho  dcai^D  was  utill  the 
samd  —  to  train  the  public  mind  to  a  dete«tatiou  of  the  aLavo  tnde 
and  of  slavery.  He  attached  himself  to  most  of  the  religious  and 
philanthropic  societies  of  his  aRp,  that  ho  might  onliftt  them  m 
oasotiiatea,  more  ur  Uas  declared,  In  hi:*  holy  war.  To  multiply  such 
allies,  he  called  into  existence  one  f;n>at  association,  and  contributtHi 
largely  to  the  eatabliahment  of  another.  In  that  service  he  sacrificwl 
all  tliat  men  may  Liwfally  Bacritice — health,  fortune,  repose,  farouiv' 
and  celebrity.  He  dieil  a  poor  loan,  though  wt^ltli  wiut  unlhin  his 
reitch.  He  pursued  tho  content  to  the  end,  tlioit^h  oppr^^ted  by 
such  pains  of  body  as  stminpd  to  their  utmost  tension  the  aelJ- 
sustiiiniug  powoR*  of  the  boiiL  lie  devoted  himself  tr,  tho  severeet 
toil,  amidst  alliii'ements  to  luxuriate  in  the  delights  of  domiKitic  and 
social  intonxjitrse  such  as  few  indeed  can  hare  encounterwL  He 
silently  permitted  some  to  asurj)  his  har^lly-«amed  honours,  that  no 
selfish  controversy  might  desecmte  their  common  canse.  He  made 
no  effort  to  i>btuin  the  praiito-s  of  tho  world,  thnu^h  ho  had  ttdcnta  to 
command  and  a  temper  peculiarly  dispose^l  to  enjoy  them.  He  drew 
on  himself  the  poisoned  shalls  of  calumny;  and,  while  feeling  their 
ating  as  generous  spirits  alone  can  fool  it,  never  turned  a  single  stop 
aside  from  his  path  to  prr>pitiato  or  to  orujih  the  slandervrs, 

ITiey  have  long  since  fallen,  or  are  soon  to  fall,  int<i  iinhonoupwl 
graves.  His  memory  will  be  ever  dear  to  those  who  hat<*  in  justice, 
and  revere  the  unostentatiouR  onnsecration  of  a  long  life  tn  tho 
dt'liverance  of  the  oppreaaed.  It  will  be  espL-tiially  dear  to  tlio  few 
who  clcwely  oI>ser7od,  and  who  can  yet  reraemlxT,  how  that  self- 

j^votion   became   tlio   poetical  element  of  a  mind  not   naturally 
naginative  ;  what  devp  significance  it  impartc<I  to  an  aspect  and 

^%  demeanour  not  otherwise  imppeasive  ;  what  enerfry  to  a  temper, 
which,  if  not  so  excitwl,  niiKht  perhaps  have  lioen  pbl€«gmatic  ;  what 
unity  of  de«ign  to  a  niind  constitutionally  discurmve ;  and  what 
dignity  even  to  physical  lini;uor  and  suHering,  oontmotod  in  such 
a  service.  Tliey  con  never  forget  that  the  most  implacable  enemy 
of  tlie  tyianta  of  tho  plantation  and  of  the  slave  ship,  was  the  most 
indulgent  and  gcnurnns  and  constant  uf  iViends  ;  thut  he  spurned, 
OS  men  should  spurn,  tho  nicro  pag<?antry  of  life,  that  he  might  uae, 

|W  men  should  use,  tho  means  which  lifi'  affords  of  atlvanring  the 

IhapX'^^^^  of  mankind ;  that  lus  earthwanl  all'cctiona,  active  and 
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•|]-<*nHiirinK  in  llu'y  vroir,  could  yet  tbrire  wjtliont  tl»»  *>|!|'Wl  <L 
Fiiimuii  A,viii{)ut)iy,  (m!caiiho  lh(^y  wpre  miHtainHl  bj  aoalitdil^aMaM^ 
of  thi<  Uiviiir  tircM!iiw,  ami  m>  absolute  a  sulimiaBioD  to  the  Dmut 
will,  oM  ntiwil  liiiii  liuhitiiuUy  to  tlmt  hi^'ltf-r  region,  nbere  Uke  tt- 
]tr*jw\i  nr  tiiati  irnuM  not  nnuah,  and  tbe  pmise  of  man  might  nut  pta- 
NtiriKi  tr>  fnlluw  liini, 

Allliuuxli.  t<i  ii'jHiit  a  lunuruful  ackiiowlt^gment,  thft  tent  ol 
llminiiH  Clarkrion  whh  ]>it(!)ied  liltu'wlx-ns  yet  througlioul  the  akve 
trudn  tiliolilioii  witr,  Lh(i  other  chiefs  wliu  hailed  him  a«  tL«  fnrlJwt, 
and  M  nmunn,  \hv.  nuKhtifwt  of  their  hoAt,  kept  their  commuuicatww 
4>[K'ii  t'V  l■n^rlm|Mn^  in  inimorliato  vieinity  to  each  other.  £T«a  t0 
l^ml  ltriiu}{haiii  thi^  Minie  atallun  way,  with  poetiL-al  truth  at  leaau 
1mi  mtnigni^l  liy  Uir  lloiiicr  who  shall  hereafter  sing  thceo  battles  ;  Tar 
thoii(;li,  nt  that  jirri(H),  h'w  London  domicile  waa  in  the  walkii  of  tlit^ 
Inner 'IVmpJi',  yet  nii^hl  he  not  eeldnm  I*  encount*Tr<l  in  the  Ii^ji 
inviting  walks  which  led  him  to  the  tmhurimn  coniirils  of  bis 
hrcthn-n  in  eonmifuni.  'ITiere  he  formed  or  cement«H  attuclinients, 
of  which  no  xubMetpicnt  elevation  of  rank,  or  iiitoxicating  triaxn|ih 
of  guniuH,  ur  aj^uny  of  polili»yil  Btrii'c,  have  ever  rendenvi  him  fof^et- 
fuL  Of  ono  uf  those  denizens  of  Clupham  he  has  iiubli;jhL*d  a  ffketcb. 
of  whidi  wa  avnil  onrwdvea,  not  m  Biibseribing  altogether  to  the  m> 
cumry  of  it,  bnl  as  wo  cjin  thus  fill  up,  fmin  the  hand  of  bo  griAt  ■ 
MoAttT,  a  {iiirt  of  our  cauvas  which  ]nu>tt  have  uLherwuc  remuxied 
blank  and  culoiirlesB. 

'•Mr  Stephen  waa  a  person  of  great  natural  talents,  -whir-h.  if 
arridentu.1  cin^unitilancefi  had  penuiUi-il  him  fiilly  to  cultivate,  ami 
fwly  enouHh  to  bring  into  play  upon  the  bc«t  scene  of  pulitit'al 
exerlinn- — the  ITouae  of  CommunB — wimld  have  jdaeed  htm  bigh 
in  the  first  rank  of  Enf^liah  oralore.  For  he  liud,  in  an  eniitu-nt 
dcK"'"'  t'"'*^  Mrenuous  lirmness  of  purpoee  and  glowing  ardour  of 
«ouI,  which  lies  nl  the  i-oot  of  all  eloquence ;  he  was  gifted  with 
great  industry,  u  retentive  memnry,  an  ingenuity  which  wiis  rather 
apt  tu  err  by  excetw  thaii  hy  defect.  Ilis  iniaginulinu  wo^,  bcwidrA. 
lively  and  powerful ;  little,  certainly,  under  tlio  chaBleuing  disci- 
pline of  wvcre  tai^t*,  but  ofU-ti  enabling  him  to  emV>ody  his  own 
feelings  and  rcwdlectinna  with  great  diatinctneaa  of  outlim*  ancl 
Btrergth  nf  colouring.  He  enjoyed,  moreover,  great  natunil 
strength  o{  constitution,  and  had  as  much  courage  aa  falls  to  tlie 
lot  of  most  tnen,  IJut  having  passed  tbe  most  active  part  of  hia 
life  in  one  of  the  \\e«l  Indian  colonies,  where  he  followed  tbe 
profcwion  cf  a  barrister,  and  hanng,  aft«r  hia  return,  adiliclivl 
hiaiaeU'  to  the  practice  of  a  court  which  aflbrds  no  scojie  at  oil  for 
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oratorical  display,  it  hapfiemii  to  him,  na  it  has  to  many  otiipr 
men  of  natural  genius  for  rhetorical  pursuits,  that  he  noithcr 
gained  the  correct  taste  which  the  hahit  of  frequenting  refined 
society,  and  above  all,  atldrewing  a  mlined  auditory,  caii  alone 
bestow,  nor  aci|uirwl  the  power  of  rondensation,  which  is  sure  to 
be  lost  altogether  by  those  who  »(ldn'«s  hearers  couipcUed  to  Iist4-n» 
like  judges  and  jurjes,  instead  of  having  to  retain  them  by  close- 
ness of  reafioning,  or  felicity  of  illustration.  •  •  • 
•             •••••••It 

must  have  struck  all  who  heanl  hira,  when,  early  in  1808,  he  en- 
tered Parliament  under  the  auapices  of  Mr  Perceval,  that  whatever 
defectA  he  had,  arose  entirely  from  occidental  circumstances,  and  not 
at  all  from  intrinsic  iutperfections  ;  nor  could  any  one  doubt  that 
liis  late  entrance  upon  pnrlifunL>ntary  life,  and  his  TehemeDco  of 
temperament,  alone  kept  him  from  the  front  rank  of  debaters,  if  not 
of  eloquence  itself.  AVith  Mr  Perceval  his  friendship  had  been  long 
and  intinjate.  To  this  the  siniitarity  of  thnir  religious  character 
mainly  contributed  ;  for  Mr  Stephen  was  a  distinguished  memberof 
the  evangelical  party,  to  which  the  minister  manifestly  leant  without 
belonging  to  it ;  and  he  was  one  whose  pious  sentiments  and  de- 
votional liabits  occupi^'d  a  very  marked  place  in  his  whole  scheme 
of  life.  No  man  has.  however,  a  ri;;ht  to  question,  be  it  ever  so 
slightly,  hia  perfect  sincerity.  To  this  his  blameless  life  bore  the 
most  inTfmgal>le  ti-stimany.  A  wami  and  steady  friend — a  man  of 
the  Btrictftst  integrity  and  nicest  sense  of  both  honour  and  justice — 
in  all  the  relations  of  private  society  wholly  without  a  Btain — though 
envy  might  well  find  whtreon  to  perch,  malice  itself,  in  the  exas- 
perating disconis  of  n-ligious  and  ci\il  cont^c^v^^^Ry,  never  could  descry 
a  spot  on  which  to  fasten.  Let  us  aiid  the  bright  praiao,  and  which 
aets  at  nonglit  all  lesser  defecta  of  mere  taste,  had  he  lived  to  read 
these  Utter  lines,  he  would  infinitely  rather  have  hod  this  sketch 
stained  with  all  the  durkcr  shaiU^s  of  its  critutal  matter,  Ifaaa  been  ex- 
alti'd,  without  these  hitler  lines,  to  the  level  of  Demosthenes  or  of 
Chatham,  praised  as  the  first  of  orotorv,  or  followed  as  the  mo«t 
brilliant  of  statesmen.  His  opinions  upon  political  qucptionswerc  clnar 
and  docideil,  taken  up  with  the  boldness,  felt  witJi  the  anlour.  as- 
serted with  the  determination,  wliich  marked  his  n-alous  and  uneom- 
promiaing  apinL  Of  all  subjects,  that  of  the  slavn  trade  and  t>ljivery 
most  engrosaod  his  mind.  His  experience  in  the  Wt.«t  Indies,  his 
rehgiouB  feelings,  and  his  near  connection  with  Mr  Wilbcrfurce,  whose 
sister  ho  married,  all  contributed  to  give  this  great  question  a  pecu- 
liarly sacred  aspect  in  his  eye« ;  nor  could  ho  cither  avoid  mixing  it 
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up  with  almost  all  other  discussions,  or  prevent  liis  vfpws 
variotu  relationa  &om  influcueing  his  scntiuiouts  on  ottitir  mattt^nuf 
political  disciisaion."  * 

XliB  author  of  the  precudiDg  portrait  enjoyed  the  liappineae  denied 
to  tl»e  subject  of  il,  not  merely  of  witnetwint;,  but  of  Ui)»f  iy  jHU-tieh 
patiog  in,  thci  last  great  w;t  by  which  the  labours  bunie  by  them  ia 
oommon,  tlurinR  ao  inany  pnHM^ding  years,  were  coosuminatAd.  It 
waa  a  still  moiv  rare  bounty  of  I'rovidence,  which  PBtenrod  tba 
abolition  of  slavei-y  throughout  the  lirilirfh  Empire  us  a  triumph  for 
t^  statBSiueii  wlio,  twenty-seven  yeai-s  liefore,  luul  introducod  into 
the  House  of  CoiamouH  tho  first  great  act  of  lardy  reparation  to 
Africa.  Cro\niod  with  honour  ami  with  length  of  daya,  to  Loid 
Grey  it  has  fnrtbtT  htjon  given,  by  the  same  Uouignaut  power,  to 
watch,  in  the  calm  evfining  of  life,  Xhv  issues  of  the  works  of  justice 
and  of  morcy  which  God  nii*Hl  him  up  to  aucomplisb.  "With  tho 
evil  omens,  and  witli  the  too  glowing  anticipations,  of  former  timet), 
he  ho-s  been  able  to  coutruiit  tlic  actual  aolutiou  uf  this  great  piucti- 
cal  cnigino.  Ho  hoa  lived  to  witness  eleven  years  of  uiibnikeii  tnui- 
quillity  throughout  countries  wher*;,  till  then,  a  single  year  uikUs- 
turbud  by  iudurreutiori  was  alniuat  unknown — the  extinction  of  IViuds 
apjHirently  irr^'oonci bible — jioeitions  I'uU  of  diinger  in  former  wan, 
now  converted  into  bidwarka  of  our  nationid  power — an  equal  »d- 
miniatration  of  juitticQ  in  the  land  of  the  stare-courts  and  tho  earl- 
whip — a  loyal  and  happy  pt^asantry,  where  the  soil  wua  ao  lately 
broktui  by  the  sullen  hands  of  slaves—ponury  exchangml  for  almnd> 
anoe — a  populiition,  once  cursed  by  a  constant  and  rapid  decay,  now 
progitissively  inure4isiug — Cliridtian  knowledge  and  Christian  wonliip 
universally  difl'uBfd  among  a  pfople  so  lately  de1>at$ed  by  Fagaa 
aufwrslitiouii — and  tho  tionjugul  duti-'s,  with  all  thwr  att^-ndani 
RhtU'ttio^,  lit'Jd  in  due  houuur  by  those  to  whoiu  laws,  written  in  tho 
Knglish  language,  and  sauctioned  by  the  Kings  of  England,  had  Cor- 
bidden  evan  the  marriage  row.  If,  with  thoso  blossings,  Imve  alw 
ooine  diuiiniAhdd  harvtwta  of  the  cane  and  the  colfae  phrnt^  evt-n  they 
vho  think  Uiat  to  oxport  and  to  import  are  the  two  great  enda  of 
the  social  exiHtenc^  of  maukind,  have  beforo  thom  a  briglit  awl  uot 
very  distant  futurity.  Hut  he,  under  whose  auspices  tli«  liCAvy  yoko 
waa  at  length  broken,  is  contemplating,  doubtless,  with  other  and 
far  higher  thoughts,  the  interesta  of  the  world,  from  which,  at  no 
remote  period,  the  inexorable  law  of  our  exisl<-ncij  must  summon 
him  away.  In  that  prospect,  so  full  of  awe  to  the  wisest  and  the 
best,  he  may  well  rejoice  in  the  remembiauce  that,  in  conferring  on 
him  the  capacity*  to  dL%em  and  the  heart  to  obey  the  suprome  u&d 
*  Speecbec  of  Henry  Lord  Srougbun,  vol.  i.  pp.  -102-~10d. 
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iiinnutablo  will,  G<-'»\  cimljlrj  him  to  prasp  Uio  ''iily  clao  Ijy  which 
tUi)  nileni  uf  thu  world  can  bu  uid'cly  guidtKl  uuittkl  the  liarkuces  aud 
the  intricacy  of  huumn  afTuirs. 

Such  at  leant  in  the  doctrine  which,  if  Clftptiam  conld  bare 
eUiiiied  liim  for  her  own,  Clapham  would  have  In^tdkd  into  that 
groat  Minietoc  of  the  Uritish  Cro^ra,  to  whom,  moru  than  to  any 
other,  aho  waa  prompt  to  otf«r  her  aIleKiunc&  Politics,  however, 
in  that  microcosm,  were  rat litT  cosmopolitan  than  national.  Every 
human  intoi-oat  had  its  guanlian,  overy  region  of  the  globe  ita  ro- 
ptesentative.  If  the  Aincan  conlinont  and  the  Caribbean  Archi- 
pelago were  assigned  to  an  iudefalignble  protectorate.  New  Holland 
was  not  foigotten,  nor  was  British  India  without  a  patron.  It  wai 
the  special  charue  of  Mr  Grant,  Iwlter  known  to  the  piveent  goncn- 
tion  by  the  cfileiirity  of  Ins  ftons,  but  regarded  at  the  commencement 
of  this  century  a»  the  real  ruh-r  of  the  nder»  of  the  iuurt,  the  Pirector 
of  the  Court  of  Directora.  At  Leudenhall  Stn?et  he  waa  celebmtMl 
for  an  integrity  exerciaeil  by  the  sevtreut  triaU;  for  an  underetand- 
iiig  large  enough  to  enibiuce,  without  confusion,  the  entire  nmge 
and  the  intricate  combinations  of  their  whole  civil  and  roilit«ry 
jKtlicy  ;  and  for  nc^^'ed  which  Mot  fatigue  at  dctiancc  At  Clapham, 
bia  ptaoB  of  abode,  he  was  hailed  as  a  man  whotw  piety,  though 
ever  active,  wae  too  profound  for  much  speech  ;  a  praise  to  wbiuh, 
among  their  other  glories,  it  was  penuitted  to  few  of  Imr  neighbours 
there  to  attain  or  to  aapire.  With  the  calm  dignity  of  thoan 
spacious  hrowSi,  and  of  that  etately  figure,  it  60(-mod  impossthlc  to 
reconcile  the  movement  of  any  pawion  less  pure  than  that  which 
continually  urgt'd  him  to  requite  the  tribute  of  India  by  a  treasure, 
of  which  he  who  posseiw^  it  more  laigely  than  any  other  of  thu 
sons  of  mi^n  has  declared,  that  "  the  mcn^liandiae  of  it  is  better  than 
the  morohandi.4e  of  silver,  and  the  gain  thereof  than  fine  goUL"  No 
lesa  elevated  topic  (so  judged  the  in»^uisitive  vicinage)  coidd  he  the 
subject  of  his  discourse,  as  he  traversed  their  gorse-covered  common, 
attended  by  a  youth,  who,  but  for  the  fire  of  Ids  eye,  and  the  occa- 
sional eut.irg^'  of  his  beariuR.  might  have  passed  for  some  atudious  and 
sickly  competitor  for  medaU  and  prise  poema  If  such  were  the 
pursuits  ascribed  by  Ciapham  to  her  oceasionol  visitant,  it  h  but  a 
proof  that  even  '*  patent  Chrisiianity "  ia  no  ctTcctual  safeguard 
^«gainst  biunan  fatlibility. 

TowanU  tlif  middle  of  the  last  centurj*,  John  Maiiyn  of  Truro 

'  was  working  with  hla  hand*  in  the  mines  near  that  town.     He  was 

a  wise  man,  who,  knowing  the  right  use  of  ieiaiire  hours,  employed 

them  so  oa  to  (qualify  himself  for  higher  and  more  lucrative  pURuits ; 

and  who,  kuowiiiu  tha  right  oae  of  money,  devoted  his  enlarged 
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meaiia  to  pToonre  for  Im  four  chtKlren  a  Hl>eral  ednt'iition.     TT 
the  younger  of  liis  9oni>,  was  occdnlingly  pntored  at  the  Univei  - 
Cambridge,  where  in  January,  1 801, he  obtained  tfaedc^rce  of  bm^beior 
of  arts,  with  the  honorary  rank  of  senior  wrangier.     There  aUo  he 
bei:aiue  the  disciple,  and,  as  he  himself  would  hare  said,  Uieconrfrt 
of  Charles  Simeon.     Under  the  counitotfiof  that  eminent  teacher,  the 
guidance  of  Mr  Will)erforce,  and  tlie  active  aid  of  Mr  Urant^  he  en- 
tered the  Btuft  Indb  Company'a  Rervice  as  a  chaplain.     After  a  re* 
eidence  in  Hindostan  of  about  five  years,  be  rslunied  homewiink 
through  Persia  in  broken  health.     Pausing  at  Bliiraz,  ho  \a\- 
there  durin;:?  twelve  months  with  the  anlour  of  a  man,  who,  disi 
perceiving  the  near  approach  of  death,  feared  lest  it  should  in  t 
ibe  great  work  for  which  alone  he  desired  to  live.     Tliiit  \vorl. 
traiielation  of  the  New  Test^unent  into  Persian)  at  length  accom- 
plished, ho  resumed  his  way  towards  Constantino] de,  folluwing  hie 
Mihniander  (one  Tlai^san  Aga)  at  a  gallop,  nearly  ibe  whole  distance 
from  Tabriz  to  Toeat,  under  the  rays  of  a  burning  sun  and  the  preis- 
uro  of  continual  fever.     On  the  6Ui  of  October,  1812,  in  the  thirty- 
second  year  of  his  age,  he  brought  the  Journal  of  his  life  to  a  pre- 
mature cloBe,  by  inscribing  in  it  the  following  words,  while  he  sought 
a  momentary  repose  ujider  tlie  shadow  of  some  trees  at  the  foot  of 
the  Caramanian  Mountains :  **  I  sat  in  the  orchard,  and  thought 
with  sweet  comfort  and  fear  of  God — in  solitude,  my  coffl{>unr,  my 
friend,  and  comforter.     Oh,  when  shall  time  give  place  to  eternity  ! 
"When  sliall  appear  that  new  heaven  and  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleUt 
rightoousneas  and  love  I    Tliere  shall  in  nowiae  enter  anything  that 
deiileth  ;  none  of  that  wickedness  whirh  has  made  man  worao  than 
wild  beasts  ;  none  of  those  corruptiona  which  add  slill  more  to  the 
miseries  of  mortality,  shall  be  seen  or  heard  of  any  more."     Ten  days 
afterwards  those  aspimtions  were  fuKilit-d,     His  body  was  laid  in  tbi- 
gmve  by  the  hands  of  strangers  at  To<'at,  and  to  hia  diw^ml 
spirit  was  revealed  that  awful  vision  which  it  is  given  to  the  pu 
heart,  and  to  them  alone,  to  contemplate. 

Amidst  all  the  discords  which  agitate  the  Church  of  England,  her 
SODS  are  unanimous  in  extolling  the  name  of  Henry  Martyn.  And 
with  reason :  for  it  is  in  fact  the  one  heroic  name  which  adorns  her 
annals  fiom  llio  days  <»f  Eli:aibeth  to  our  own.  Her  apostolic  nuai. 
the  "Wealeysand  Klliottaand  Brainerda  of  other  times,  eitlier  quitted, 
or  were  cost  out  of  Iirr  communion,  llor  Ada  ^netorum  may  be 
read  fi-ijm  end  tu  end  with  a  dry  eye  and  an  unquickened  pulse, 
lienr}'  Martyn,  the  learned  and  tlie  holy,  translating  the  Scripturae 
in  his  solitary  bungalow  al  Diuaporc,  or  preaching  to  a  congregation 
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of  five  hutwlrrd  Vggare,  or  refutiti},'  Uie  Mnhonimcdan  docWra  at 
ShirM,  is  the  bright  pxccption.  It  is  not  tho  loss  bright,  Iwcaiisehe 
waa  brought  witliin  the  sphere  of  tlto&e  eccuUr  influeacea  which  so 
often  draw  down  our  Anglican  worthies  from  the  Empyrean  along 
which  tht'y  would  soar,  to  the  levels,  t!at  though  fert  Ue,  on  which 
they  muat  depasture,  Tliere  is  no  concealing  the  fuel,  that  he  an- 
nually rcceivt^i  from  the  East  [ndiu  Comjiuny  an  ugly  allowance  of 
twelve  humlreJ  pounds  ;  and  though  he  would  he  neither  just  nor 
prudent  who  ahoulrl  ascribe  to  the  attractive  force  of  that  stipend 
one  hdur  of  Hnnry  MaitvTi's  rvwidimw  in  thn  E:i*it,  yift  tin-  iileaU 
would  \)€i  belter  without  it.  Oppreji.«ively  conclusive  as  nay  be  the 
ai^umenUs  in  favour  of  a  welJH'iidowed  and  iiunctiiully  paitl  "  Kstal)- 
li^uneut,"  they  ha\'e,  after  all,  an  tinjdeasont  earthly  savour.  One 
would  not  like  to  discover  that  J'olycurp,  or  liemard,  or  lionifacc, 
\ra&  waited  on  every  quarter-day  Ly  a  plump  bug  of  coin  liom  the 
public  treasury.  To  receive  a  thousand  nipees  nmnihly  i'rtnu  that 
source,  was  perhaps  the  duty,  it  certainly  was  not  the  fault,  of  Hctiry 
Martyn.  Yet  it  was  a  misfortune,  and  had  hten  betttii  avoided  if 
possible. 

When  Mackenzie  was  skotching  hia  Man  of  FefUn/j^  he  could 
have  desire*!  no  better  model  than  Henry  Martyn,  the  yoting  and 
successful  competitor  for  academical  honours  ;  a  niiui  honi  Lo  love 
with  anlour  and  to  hate  with  vehemence ;  amomus,  iniM-tble, 
ambitious,  and  vain ;  without  one  toqiid  nerre  about  him  ;  aiming 
at  universal  excellence  in  science,  in  literatim*,  in  conversation,  in 
horsi'-manfthip,  and  oven  in  dreas  ;  nut  without  some  gay  fancies,  but 
moro  prone  1 1  austere  and  melanchol}'  ttinugbU  ;  jmtient  of  tlie  mo6t 
toilsome  inquiries,  though  not  wooing  ]»liiloAt])hy  for  her  own  sake; 
animated  by  tho  poetical  terapemnmat,  though  unvisiti'd  by  any 
poetical  inspiration;  c:^^'r  for  enterprise,  though  thinking'  meanly 
of  the  rt^wonls  to  which  the  adventurous  aspire  ;  uniting  iu  himself, 
though  as  yot  unnhle  to  conrentnite  or  to  harmonists  theiti,  many  keen 
desires,  many  high  powers,  and  much  constitutional  drjoetinu — the 
chaotic  materials  of  n  great  character,  ditstined  to  combine,  as  the 
future  events  of  life  should  dctonnine,  into  no  common  forms, 
whether  of  beauty  and  delight,  or  of  deformity  and  terror. 

Among  those  events,  tho  most  momentous  was  his  connection 
with  CharU'S  Siuieon,  and  with  Ruch  of  his  dist^iples  as  sought 
leamiug  at  Cauibriilge  and  ioamnd  leisure  at  (..'lapltani,  A  mind  so 
beset  by  sympathies  of  every  otlier  kind  could  jiol  but  be  peoidlarly 
SUBoeptiblo  to  tho  contagion  of  opinion.  From  that  circle  ho  adopted, 
in  all  its  unodonied  aiiaplicity,  the  syatom  called  Evangelical — that 
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Byat<>ni  of  which  (if  Aiij,iistinH,  Luther,  CbIvui,  Knox,  and  th« 
vritors  of  the  English  IfoniiUt'S  nmy  be  credited)  Cfarui  himself  vh 
the  author,  and  I'aul  tlie  hrst  and  greatest  inturpretrr. 

Through  shalJow  heudd  und  %'oliible  tongues,  saoh  a  creed  (or 
indwd  any  crutd)  lUlrBtes  so  easily,  that  of  the  multituJe  w)m 
maintain  it,  comparatively  few  arA  aware  of  tha  ooiiltict  of  theii 
f:utli  with  the  natural  and  unaiiled  n»aon  of  mankind.  Indeod.  ba 
who  makifs  such  an  uvuwul  vnli  haHly  Bscape  the  charge  of  alfectib 
tion  or  of  impiety.  Yet  if  any  truth  be  clearly  revealed,  it  ia,  that 
tlte  apoetoUc  duutiine  wa^  fuoUsluic^  to  the  aages  of  thia  wnrld.  If 
any  unrevealed  truth  be  indisjiutihlc,  it  is,  thai  ftm-h  sa^os  are,  at 
this  day,  making,  as  they  have  ever  niailo,  ill-distguieod  eilbrta  to 
escape  the  inferences,  with  which  their  nwii  suW-riptious  ur  admia- 
aious  te«m.  l>ivinc  pliilosophy  divorced  irom  btiman  scieoeo— 
coh«liul  things  Blripped  of  the  mitigating  veils  woven  by  man*i  wi( 
and  fancy  to  rL«Heve  them — form  an  ab^'as  as  iiiipt:#::ible  at  Oxftnd 
now  as  it  waa  at  Athene  eighteen  centuries  ago,  To  llQiiry  MartyD 
the  gulf  was  visible,  the  ficlf-reriunciation  jiainful,  the  vittoiy  com- 
plete. His  undorsUuding  embniceii,  and  his  heart  reposed  in,  th« 
two  compruheimivu  and  ever  germinating  tenets  of  the  acbool  in 
which  he  studied  Kegarding  his  own  heart  us  corruj>t,  and  hi^fi  own 
reaaon  as  delusive,  he  exercised  an  imlimited  atliance  in  the  bolincH 
and  the  wisdom  of  Him,  in  whcKic  person  the  Diviue  nature  had 
been  allied  to  the  human,  that  so.  in  the  persona  of  his  foUowan^ 
the  human  might  be  allied  to  tho  Di^'ino. 

Such  was  his  religious  tbeory — a  theory  which  doctora  mar 
combat,  or  aibiiiL,  or  quulify,  hut  in  which  the  readers  of  Henn- 
Martyu's  hingnipliy,  lf;Lurs,  and  journals,  cannot  but  acknowledje«> 
that  he  found  the  resting-place  of  all  the  impetuous  api>elencio9  of 
Ilia  mind,  the  spring  of  all  his  strange  powera  of  activity  und  endar> 
anoB.  Prostrating  his  soul  before  the  real,  though  tbu  bidden, 
Freaenco  ho  ailored,  his  doubts  were  silenced,  his  auxioLica  Rootb«d, 
and  every  meaner  passion  hashed  into  repose,  lie  pursued  divint 
truth  (as  all  who  would  succeed  in  thai  pursuit  must  punmp  it)  by 
the  wiU  rather  than  the  understanding ;  by  sincerely  and  oamMUy 
searching  out  the  light  which  had  come  into  tlie  world,  by  stiU  gc^ng 
after  it  when  perceived,  by  following  ita  slightest  intimations  wilU 
faith,  with  resignation,  and  ^vith  constancy ;  though  the  ftath  it  di^ 
doeed  led  him  Irom  the  friends  and  the  home  of  his  youth  acruiti 
wide  oceans  and  burning  deserts,  amidst  conlumely  and  cont/>ntion, 
■with  a  wasted  frame  and  an  overburdened  spirit.  He  roso  to  tha 
sublime  in  charactor,  neither  by  the  powers  of  his  inl^dleot,  nur  by 
the  compass  of  bis  learning,  nor  by  tho  subtlety,  or  nuigCi  ur  Lha 
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licaaty  of  Ws  conccptiniis  (for  in  all  these  he  was  snrpiw8i?rl  hy 
many),  but  by  the  copiousness  and  the  force  of  tlie  living  fountains  by 
which  hifl  spiritual  Uie  wu  noun^hed.  Kjitianpccl  from  a.  world  odc6 
too  fomlly  lovwl,  liitt  well-tuU>n*J  hi>urt  learned  to  look  back  with  a 
calm  though  aH'ecii<inat«  melanctioly  on  iU  most  bitter  primtionB. 
Insatiablu  in  the  thirst  for  fn»:iloiii,  holiness,  and  peace,  he  main- 
tained an  ardour  of  devotion  which  might  have  passed  for  an  erotic 
delirium,  when  rontraatcd  with  the  Sad<hioean  frigidity  of  other 
■worshippers.  Ke>j;aj>ling  all  the  memhern  of  the  great  human  family 
aa  his  kindred  in  wrrow  and  in  exile,  his  wal  for  their  welfare 
partook  mort*  of  Iho  fervour  of  domestic  aSection,  than  of  the  kind 
hut  gentle  warmth  of  a  diffusive  philanthmpy.  Klevaled  in  hie 
own  esteem  by  the  condciousneiu  of  an  intitmite  union  with  the 
Ktemal  Source  of  all  virtue,  the  meok  missionary  of  the  cross  ex- 
hjbitod  DO  obscure  resemblance  to  the  unubtnisive  dignity,  the  im- 
falkering  purpow,  and  the  indeMructible  composure  of  Him  by  whom 
tlie  0*0)48  was  borne.  The  ill-discipliiii';d  deflires  of  youth,  now 
confined  within  one  deep  channel,  tlowed  quickly  onward  towards 
one  great  oonsununation  ;  nor  was  there  any  faculty  of  tus  sioul,  of 
any  treasure  of  bis  at^cumulat*^  knowlcige,  for  which  appropriate 
exercise  wa«  not  found  in  the  high  enterprise  to  which  he  was  do- 
voted. 

And  yet  nature,  the  great  leveller,  still  asserting  her  riglits  even 
i^(ainst  those  whose  trimnph  over  her  might  seem  the  moat  perfect, 
would  not  seldom  extort  a  burst  of  passionate  grief  from  the  bosom 
of  the  holy  Henry  MartjTi,  when  memory  recalled  the  imago  of 
her  to  whom,  ill  earlic-r  <Iays,  the  homage  of  his  heart  Lad  been 
icadieted.  The  writer  of  hiit  Life,  emharraseed  with  the  task  of  reeon- 
ciUng  such  an  episode  to  the  gravity  befitting  a  hero  so  majestic,  and 
a  biogmphy  so  solemn,  has  concealt^  thie  passage  of  his  story  beneath 
A  veil  at  once  transparent  enough  to  excite,  and  impervious  enough 
to  baflle,  curiosity.  A  form  may  be  dimly  distinguished  nf  such 
witchety  as  to  have  subdued  at  the  first  Interview,  if  not  at  tlie  first 
casual  glance,  a  spirit  soaring  above  all  the  other  attiiu'tions  of  tiiis 
sublunary  sphere,  "NVe  can  faintly  trace  the  pathway,  not  alwaye 
solitary,  of  the  pious  damsel,  as  she  crnsfled  the  hare  heaths  of  Com- 
witU  on  some  errand  of  mercy,  and  liatencil,  not  unmoved,  to  a 
tremulous  voice.  |K>inting  to  those  heighta  of  devotion  from  which 
th«  »[teaker  had  descendeil  to  this  lower  worship.  Then  the  shilling 
scene  preseiits  the  figure — alaa  !  so  common — of  a  mother,  prudent^ 
aud  inexorable,  as  if  she  had  bei-n  invulvinl  in  no  romanrn  of  her 
own  some  brief  twenty  y»-ars  before ;  and  then  appears  the  form 
(delicioualy  out  of  place)  of  the  apoetolic  Chiirle*  tiuDe<m,  otsaming, 
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I'Ut  assuming  in  vain,  tbo  tenilet  intorvt-oiont  office.  In  siL'knfS 
and  in  sorrow,  in  watching  and  in  ftistings,  in  toils  and  pchU,  end 
amiditt  thua  flocay  of  all  nther  earthly  liopeii,  this  hiiinaii  luve  lilfod* 
8o  touchinjity  with  his  diviner  euthiiaiasm,  that  ev«n  from  the  lift 
of  Henry  Ikiartyn  there  can  sc-arcply  be  drawn  a  more  valual^le  Lnith, 
than  that,  in  miiidtt  pure  as  his,  there  may  dwell  t»gcther  in  moit 
liorniouioiLS  concord,  aflections  which  a  coan^o,  low-toned,  ascetic 
morality  would  deacribo  as  diitti'acting  the  lieaii  betweeu  earth  md 
heaven. 

Yet  it  is  a  life  pregnant  with  many  other  wt^ighty  truths.  It  woi 
passecl  in  an  age  wlicu  men  whom  K^nius  itself  could  fti-urcoly  resriie 
fn>iQ  ttbbommce,  found  in  their  constitutional  sadness,  real  or  li(;tj- 
tious,  not  merely  an  excuse  for  grovelling  in  the  sly  of  Kpieun:*, 
but  even  an  apology  for  dt-ifyin';  tlieir  sensuality,  pride,  nialignily, 
and  worldly- mindcdnesi!,  by  lijmins  due  only  to  thoae  oaered  infla* 
ences,  by  which  our  bett-er  nature  is  sustaiuLil  in  tlie  waTfarR  with 
its  antagonist  eorraptions.  Kot  such  the  gloom  wlucli  broodei]  over 
the  heart  of  Henry  Martyn.  It  aolicited  no  sympathy,  was  uercr 
bclmyeil  into  sullenuess,  and  sought  n.o  unliallowed  consolation.  It 
assumed  the  form  of  a  depressing  consciousness  of  ill  desert  ;  mixed 
witli  fen'ent  compassion  for  a  world  which  lie  at  once  louged  to 
quit,  and  panted  to  imjjrove.  It  was  the  sadness  of  an  exile  giuiiig 
wistfully  towards  his  distant  home,  even  while  soothing  the  f^^ef  (^ 
his  brethren  in  captivity.  It  was  a  sadness  akin  tu  that  which  stole 
over  the  heort  of  his  Master,  while,  pausing  on  the  slope  of  the  hilb 
which  stand  round  about  Jerusalem,  he  wept  over  her  crowded  marts 
and  cloud-«ip]M;d  pinnacles,  hastening  to  a  desolatiim  already  visitUe 
to  that  prescient  eye,  though  hidden  by  the  glare  and  tumult  of  life 
from  the  obduratri  multitude  below.  It  was  a  sadness  soon  to  give 
place  to  an  abiding  serenity  in  the  presence  of  that  oompa»sionat« 
Being  who  had  condescended  to  shed  many  bitter  tears,  that  h« 
might  wipe  away  every  tear  from  the  eyes  of  his  faiUifuI  foUoweiB. 

Tidings  of  the  death  of  Henry  Marlyn  reached  England  during 
the  Pariiamontar)'  debates  on  the  renewal  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pony's  charter ;  and  gave  new  impetus  to  the  muI  witli  which  Lha 
friends  and  patrons  of  hie  youth  were  then  contemling  for  the  eistab- 
lishmcnt  of  an  F.pisro()al  sco  at  Calcutla,  and  for  the  removal  uf  all 
restniints  on  the  diffiwion  of  Cliristianity  within  its  limits.  In  the 
ruU  of  names  most  distinguished  in  that  contHet,  scarcely  one  can  bo 
found  which  dues  not  also  grace  tlie  calendar  of  Clapham.  It  was  %, 
cause  einphnticully  Clapbamic  John  Venn,  to  whom  liie  whol* 
BC4:t  looked  up  us  their  pastor  and  spiritual  gLiido,  was  at  tlmt  tinw 
on  his  dcath-beiL   He  had  been  the  projector,  and  one  of  tlie  original 
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fountk'rs.  of  the  Bocicty  for  sending  mUsionaries  of  tho  Anglican 
ooiDiniiiuuii  to  A£riL-a  hikI  Lhe  Kast — a  body  which,  uuder  tlio  name 
of  the  **  Cliurch  Miasionary  Suciety,"  now  conimaDds  a  wider  field 
of  action,  and  a  more  princely  rovenuc,  than  any  Protestant  asso- 
ciation of  tho  eamo  character.  To  him  who  prompttd  tlie  dftcper 
meditations,  partook  the  couneeU,  and  stimulaUMl  the  clforls  of  such 
iliwiples,  twjitm  memorial  Bhimid  have  betu  mitifd  by  a  Church  which 
to  him,  moro  than  to  any  of  hor  aims,  is  iiidobttid  for  her  most 
eHwtivn  instmmpnt  for  propagating  her  tenets  and  enlarging  hw 
borUere.  But,  linked  though  that  name  was  to  the  kindest  and  the 
holiest  tboughta  of  so  many  of  the  wise  and  good,  it  must  be  passed 
over  in  this  pliu-e  with  this  transient  notice ;  lest  the  reverem'«  due 
to  it  sliould  be  impuirt'd,  as  it  certainly  could  nut  be  strengtltcn'^ 
by  a  tribute  on  wliicli  might  not  unjustly  r«8t  some  grave  suspicion 
of  partiality. 

The  shepherd  was  taken  from  his  Hock  immediately  after  the 
success  of  the  Parliamentary  contest,  and  whilu  their  bxuLtations, 
and  the  foreboding  of  their  opponents,  predicted  the  glorious,  or  the 
disastrous,  rnmlts  of  Episcopacy  and  of  mls.«ticn9  in  India.  At  this 
distance  of  time,  wo  know  that  these  propliecios,  whether  of  good  or 
of  e^-il,  were  uninspired.  ^Neither  Hindoos  nor  Mussulmen  have  re- 
volted on  the  dii>ctivery  that  theii-  Kuropean  Bovereiyos  have  a  l>clief 
and  a  worship  of  tlieir  own,  which  they  strioualy  prefer  to  the  faith 
of  Hrama  nr  of  Mahomet.  But  neither  has  Jicnarcs  yet  ceased  to 
nunilK>r  her  pilgrims  by  myriads;  nor  is  the  Kammadon  violated 
from  'hiwn  to  sunset.  These  results  can  hardly  have  surprisyd  tliose 
who  derived  their  anticipations  of  the  future  from  a  careful  survey 
of  the  past 

The  power  before  which  the  temples  of  pwigan  Rome  fell  down 
(hke  the  mighty  agencies  of  the  material  creation),  is  a  silent 
invisible  induunco,  obedient  to  no  laws  which  human  wixclnni  run 
explore  ;  though,  at  length,  manifesting  itd  reality  in  results  which 
the  dullest  observation  cannot  overlook.  It  works  by  searching 
out  affinities  in  the  element*)  of  man's  moral  and  social  nature  ;  by 
•aeparating  such  as  are  incongruous,  and  by  combining  the  rest  into 
oi^nic  forms,  animated  hy  a  common  life.  It  works  by  the  rupula* 
ive  force  of  mutual  antipathies^  and  by  the  plastic  force  of  self- 
denying  love  ;  and  exhibits  its  presence  in  the  Christian  system,  aa 
in  its  noblest  form,  and  most  complete  development.  And  though 
the  prolific  enotigiea  of  this  renovatuig  power  may  often  appear  to 
slumber,  and  thoagh,  oven  when  rou-sed  into  artivity,  it  operatee 
but  slowly  iind  imperfectly,  yet  is  it  the  one  vital  iiriiiciplf'  vH  this 
otherwise  corrupt  and  corrupting  world ;  and  is  not  leas  the  souix:^ 
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of  light  and  of  order  now,  than  when  it  brooded  over  the  dart  pr 
tivn  chao». 

Thus  earth's  tustory  is  but  aa  somo  incoherent  rhapsody  of  -nild 
joys  and  maddening  sorrows,  if  not  rfgatded  a«  the  piogresBive 
fihnent  of  the  Supremo  "Will,  effecttd  hy  the  minihtry,  sometii 
epontancotna,  at  other  times  reluctant,  of  other  wills  enbordinate 
the  Supreme.     And  tliat  passage  of  history  which  is  to  unfold  the 
religious  and  intellecUittl  regeneration  of  Hindustan,  will,  like  thaj 
rest,  deiinwito  the  strife,  the  n^verses,  and  tlio  loiij^dtlay,  which  mu 
precede  and  oUny  the  tinal  triumph.     It  will  tt'll  of  men  devotingi 
tbsmselves,  in  constancy  and  resignation,  to  labours  of  which  tliey 
must  never  witness  the  recoropenae  ;  and  obeying  every  intimation 
of  ihe  good  jileaaurB  of  (lot!,  even  when  He  may  have  appeupjd  to 
have  abandoned  to  their  own  weakness  the  chiuiipions  of  Uis  truth. 
It  will  tmcG  tli«  ]ialh  of  the  heralds  of  ])cace,  illuminated  amid»t  the  , 
de*.'p  surrounding  darkness  by  the  inward  light  of  faith,  and  by  the 
outward  light  which  the  inspired  reiords  throw  on  the  state,  thai 
prospects,  and  the  duties  of  man.     And  it  will  also  tell  of  th»  T&- 
storation  of  those  recorda  to  the  suprumacy  for  whinh  their  Divine 
Author  dfstincd  them,  among  His  instrumenta  for  the  renewal  of  the 
image  which  He  impressed  on  hia  moiai  creation,  at  the  first  dawn 
of  its  existence. 

To  elfect  that  restoration,  became  the  chief  design  of  the  devout 
men  whosfi  wiser  Angli>Cathnlic  sons  are  now  calling  their  fatliois 
fools.  Of  that  jblly  the  ecumenical  seat  wor  in  the  inunediate 
vicinity  of  our  suburban  common,  rcl!ecting  from  her  gloeey  pools 
the  mansions  by  which  she  is  bt.*girt.  From  them  eiune  forth  a 
m^ority  of  the  iirst  membere  of  the  governing  body  of  the  "  Bible 
Society,"  ite  eacUest  ministera  or  aecretariea,  and,  above  all,  the 
first  and  greatest  of  its  Presidents — .John  I-oni  Teigumouth  j  to 
the  commemoration  of  whose  life  are  dedicated  the  volumes  iiom 
which  our  dcvioos  course  commenced,  and  to  which  it  at  length 
returns. 

As  Mr  Carlyle  has  it,  lie  was  a  noticeable  man.     "While  Napoleon 
had  been  tVtnnditig  an  l-Jnpire  in  Kurope,  he  had  been  ruling  an  Km- 
]iire  in  Af4in.     The  greatest  of  commercial  corporations  had  nwdoj 
liim  their  viceroy.     The  greatest  of  religions  aodetiea  had  made  hi 
their  head.     He  was  a  man  of  letters  too,  and  a  man  of  hair-broadth' 
csr«p<?ei  and  strange  adventures.     He  had  been  the  friend  of  Sir 
Wilhftm  tlones,  the  associate  of  Warrt^n  Hastings,  the  adviser 
Henry  I>undas,  ami  the  choice  of  William  I'itt  when  he  had  a  1 
to  confer,  euj-orior  in  splemlour,  perliaps  in  importance,  to  his  on 
So.  at  ItMist,  said  the  chronieles  of  those  times  j  but  his  own  ap|] 


TBB  OLAPBAM  SBCT. 


onco  seemed  to  say  the  contrarj'.  Tf  thfi/fwc<w  had  really  once  been 
bunie  Wfore  the  quiet,  everyday  liwking  gentleman  who  was  to  he 
8e«'n  walking  with  his  children  on  Clupham  Common,  or  holding 
petty  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  benefit  of  Ma  neighbours  then.^ 
then  Clapham  Comiuou  had  totally  miwouceived  what  manner  of 
men  gnvemors-general  are.  The  idea  of  the  commoif  waa  aa  inag- 
niJicftnt  as  that  of  a  Lord  Mayor  in  the  mind  of  Martinus  Bcrihlerua. 
Hut  a  glance  at  our  Anuigmbe,  in  the  Clapham  cuuclt,  was  enough 
to  dispel  the  illusion.  How  a  man  who  had  sat  on  the  Musnud  of 
Cftlcutta,  could  now  gtit  »o  patiently  between  Messrs  Smith  and 
Brown  of  St  Ifildred's,  ComhiU,  and  listen  to  them  on  the  Paving 
IU1«  Qnei=rtion,  with  snch  gonuino  and  good-humoured  interest,  was 
a  naeBtion  which  long  exerdaed  the  faith  and  the  tongues  of  the  com- 
monent,  and  which  hk»  ever  since  remained  one  of  the  dark  problems 
of  parochial  history. 

Lord  Teignmouth  was  an  estimable,  accomplished,  and  n-ligioua 
man,  on  whom  Providence  bestowed  extraordmnry  gifts  of  fortune, 
without  any  extraordinary  gifts  of  nature.  He  was  exalted  to  one 
of  the  highest  places  of  the  earth,  hut  was  not  endowed  with  tho 
genius  or  the  magnanimity  for  which  such  places  afford  thfir  me«t 
exerciw  and  liiU  development.  The  roll  of  British  viceroys  in  India 
includea  other  names  than  those  of  the  Immortals.  Clive,  Hastings, 
and  Wellesley  transmitted  empire:,  but  could  not  transmit  imperial 
minds  to  Amlierst,  or  to  Miuto,  or  to  Shore.  He  was  not  one  of  those 
who  enlarge  our  conceptions  of  the  powers  occasionally  confided  to 
man.  He  rose  to  the  summit  of  delegated  dominion,  without  any 
sublime  endurance  or  heroic  daring.  He  wrote  many  speculationa, 
political,  moral,  and  religiouB  ;  but  without  r<;ndcring  more  clear  our 
knowledge  of  the  actual  condition  of  iiiaukiud  ;  or  our  conjectures 
Teepecting  what  awaits  them.  He  also  wmt«  many  verses ;  but  can 
scarcely  ever  have  awakened  an  ocho  in  the  hearts  of  others.  The 
eminence  of  hia  position  suggested  comparisons  which  it  would  other- 
wise have  been  unmeaning  to  form.  There  is  not  room  fur  many 
great  men,  in  any  ago  or  in  any  dynasty  ;  and  he  who,  in  the  age  of 
Kapoleon  an<l  the  dynasty  of  Cllve,  ruled  with  spotless  virtue,  and 
aimed  only  to  consolidate  the  conquests  of  his  prcdeceesors,  might 
juflftly  deprecate  the  disparaging  remark,  that  he  was  not  cast  in  their 
gigantic  mould.  But  the  good  Yespasian  must  always  be  prepued 
for  invidious  allusions  to  the  mighty  Julius. 

The  son  of  a  supercargo,  and  the  grandson  of  a  captain  in  the 
marine  of  the  ^loat  India  Company,  John  Shore  was  destined  from 
his  youth  to  the  service  of  the  same  employers.  He  was  prepared 
fur  it  at  Harrow,  where  he  recited  Homer  and  Juvenal  with  Har 
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Uianiel  Halhed  on  the  one  baud,  and  Kichard  Brlusluy  Sheridan  on  tha 
oUi«r  ;  SwnuBi  rarr  being  the  commoii  tutor  of  the  thrp6.  On  the 
Kuue  iima  were  swn,  nearly  forty  yeara  later,  thrin^  otlii;rl»oys  since 
known  tu  tame  as  I<ord  Byruu,  8ir  Kobcrt  Peel,  and  Sir  Georg<e 
Sinclair.  In  the  tirst  ol'  ihv^-  IriutnvirdteH  Hallied,  in  the  second 
Siudiiir,  WHi»  puiuted  out  by  llarnn-ian  divination  ar>  the  men  des- 
tined to  illuuiiaate  and  oommand  the  agi^  whioii  had  given  th«m 
birth.  The  spirit  of  prophecy  did  not  rost  on  the  Hill  of  Harrow  ! 
Neithur  tnd(tt-d  vus  Uie  Unit«.>d  Company  of  MerohaatB»  trading  to 
tlie  East  Indira  at  the  &nt  of  thoee  eras,  precisely  a  aehool  of  iha 
prophets.  The  one  qualification  they  required  of  the  future  ntijii£ft«TB 
and  jndgns  nf  their  Empirp,  was  a  sound  onquaintancn  with  bool:- 
keeping.  Mr  Shoie  wm  accordingly  reuiovetl  fi-<jtii  Hui-row  to  a  cuia- 
meicial  sdiool  at  Hackney.  Among  the  8taduut»  thors  was  one  who, 
at  the  distance  of  half  a  century,  ho  mc^t  ^;ain  ;  the  stately  Uarqiiis 
of  Hoatinga,  who  then  came  to  aak  a  lesson  in  the  art  of  govemin;^ 
Imiia,  &om  the  old  achool-fellow  with  whom,  he  had  once  taki'a 
lessons  in  the  art  of  douhle  imtry. 

Enthudia»ts  aru  men  of  one  id«L  Heto«8  are  men  of  one  design. 
They  who  prosper  in  the  world  are  usually  men  of  one  max 
"When  Mr  Shore  was  toilinft  up  the  steep  ascent  trodden  by  writei%^ 
**  an  old  gentleman  named  liiirgeaa  "  chanced  to  say  to  Imn,  "  mako 
yourself  useful,  and  you  will  succeed,"  Old  iir  Bnrgesa  never  said 
0  better  thing  in  his  life.  It  beuaiud  the  text  on  which  the  young 
civilian  prencheil  many  a  diacourse  to  otliers,  imd  to  himself.  With 
his  own  hantis  ho  compikit  sevejnl  volumes  of  the  reconls  of  the 
secret  pulilicAl  department.  In  a  aiugLi3  year,  he  deeided  six  hundred 
cauaes  at  ^[ooiahedabad.  Ha  acquired  the  UiudoHtuoee,  Arabic,  and 
Persian  ton^ea ;  and  wae  aummoned  to  employ  that  knowledge  at 
what  was  then  called  t^e  "  Ptovinoiul  Council "  at  Calortta.  Ue 
revised  one  of  the  philippics  launched  by  Francis  against  Wam-u 
Hastings,  and  lent  his  pen  to  pre[»ar«  a  memorial  against  t^  supreme 
court  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  So  usiiful,  imleuil,  did  htvmake  himself 
to  the  oppont'iits  of  nawttu*^  that  he  waa  appoiiiteil  by  tiiai  great 
man  (oriental  and  occiileutal  politics  h.^ving  muL-h  in  common)  to  a 
aeat  in  his  supreme  council  of  four.  But^  whatever  might  he  his 
change  of  party,  Mr  Shore  never  changed  his  nuixinu  Ue  presided 
sitJbeBoanl  of  Heveaue.  He  acted  as  revenue  commi^iduner  in  Dacca 
and  Behar,  He  drew  up  pland  of  judicial  reform.  Ever  bu^y.  and 
ever  osefol,  be  remained  in  India  till  HostTDgs  himself  quitted  it, 
when  they  rvtnmed  in  the  same  ahip  to  JDsglimd — the  evor-triumpb- 
anl  Hastings  to  encounter  Burke  and  the  House  of  Conunoua ; 
the  ever-uaeful  Mt  Shore  to  raceive  from  the  Court  of  Dtractora  a 
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ecnt  in  the  anpreme  council  of  three,  established  under  Mr  Pitt's 
lodia  Hill. 

Again  ho  boot  his  way  to  the  East,  and  again  cnjOy^d,  under  the 
rule  of  Lorii  CornwaUis,  abundant  opportunitiea  of  acting  up  to  the 
precept  of  old  Mr  BurRMs.  lie  sustained  nearly  all  the  dnidgery 
which,  in  every  mich  combination,  falla  to  the  lot  of  Bomo  single 
person ;  assuming,  as  his  pMiiliar  province,  the  settlement  of  the  re- 
Tonaee  of  Bengal,  Behar,  and  Orissa.  The  restdi  of  his  la!>oara  was 
that  moiiieritoos  decision,  retnainini^  in  force  to  this  day,  which  has 
rec<tjmizcd  the  riglit  of  tho  Zemindars  to  the  land,  in  thu  double 
character  of  renters  and  landlords — a  niftaaure  against  which  tliere  is 
such  an  array  of  authority  and  argument,  as  to  compel  a  doubt 
whether,  on  this  occasion  at  least,  Mr  Shoro  did  not  ronilcr  u  serxice 
useful  rather  to  tlie  sovereigns  of  India,  than  to  their  subjects. 

To  hims<'!f  the  result  wns  most  important.  Ths  time  had  come 
when  Mr  Pitt  hoped  to  witness  the  intmdiiction  into  India  of  the 
paciiic  B^'stt-m  wliicli,  at  his  instance,  Parliament  had  enjoined.  He 
commiLted  tliut  task  to  Mr  tihoro ;  wisely  judging  that  the  author 
of  the  ttrrttonal  settlement  possessed  in  au  eminent  degree  the 
habito,  the  prim-iples,  and  the  temper,  which  qualify  men  for  an  un- 
ambitious and  ctjuitable  course  of  policy.  With  that  charge  he 
sailed  a  third  time  for  the  East,  in  the  character  of  Govemor-GeneraL 

He  had  been  eminently  useful,  and  had  succeeded  eminently. 
But  now  the  old  maxim  bR;;aTi  to  wear  out.  He  who  would  climb 
an  oak  itm.st,  as  a  great  living  writer  bos  observed,  change  the  nature 
uf  his  effiirta,  and  quicki^n  liis  pace  after  he  has  once  fciirly  set  foot 
on  the  branches.  Old  Mr  Burgeas  had  taught  how  the  highwit 
advancement  might  be  obtained."  He  had  not  taught  bow  it  might 
be  impniveiL  Sir  John  Shore  (such  was  now  the  title  of  the 
Goremor-Geneml)  brought  to  that  commanding  station,  knowledge, 
industry,  courage,  and  disinterealedueas ;  wiUi  a  pbilauthropy  as 
pure  as  ever  warmed  the  bosom  of  any  of  the  rulers  of  mankind. 
But  he  did  not  bring  to  it  the  wide  survey,  the  prompt  decision, 
and  the  invincible  will,  of  the  great  statesmen  who,  before  and  after 
him,  wielded  that  delegntcd  sceptre.  The  sense  of  sulmrdinntion,  and 
tlte  spirit  of  a  subordinate,  still  cJung  to  him.  To  be  useful  to 
the  1t(»ard  of  Control,  to  Iw  useful  to  the  Court  of  Direcbirs,  to  be 
useful  to  the  Civil  Service,  to  Ite  useful  to  the  Indian  Anny.  bniifed 
his  anibiticin  as  an  silministrutor;  and  though  the  llappim•^^*l  uf  the 
nations  of  India  was  the  object  of  his  highest  aapirationg,  his  rule 
over  thera  was  barren,  not  only  of  any  splendid  enterprise,  but  ereii 
of  any  memorable  plan  for  their  benefit. 

11)0  four  years  of  tiir  John  Shore's  government  was  a  period  of 
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peace,  jntemipted  only  by  a  single  battle  with  the  RoMlla  chiefs. 
liut  it  was  a  peace  pregnant  with  ware,  more  costly  8n<i  daiijierouB 
thaD  any  in  which  the  British  Empire  in  the  East  liad  Ik^on  involvyd^' 
since  the  days  of  Olive  and  Lanrence.     The  charges  advanced  againa 
Sir  John  Shore  by  the  more  adventurous  spirits  who  followed  . 
are  all  sunuaed  up  in  the  one  accusation  —  that  hia  policy 
temporising  and  timid.     He  acijuiesceil  as  an  inert  spectator  in  thfl 
eucceaaful  invasion  of  the  dominions  of  the  Niwini  by  the  MaliratI 
He  ft}iit<«red  the  power  and  the  audacity  of  that  warlike  nation.     Ha 
unretttiiliiigly  permitted  the  growth  of  a  French  sulnddiarj'  force, 
the  service  ot  three  of  the  moat  considerable  native  powers.     HeJ 
thwurt«d  Lord  Ilobart's  ellbrta  for  extending  the  dominion  or  in- 
fluence of  Gi-pat  Britain  in  Ceylon,  in  the  Carnatic,  and  in  Tanjore.  ' 
He  alloweil  the  growth  and  the  aggrcAsions  in  Northern  India 
that  power  which,  under  liunjeot  Singh,  afterwards  became  ho  fa 
midabie.     He  looked  on  passively  while  Tipix)C  waa  preparing  fa 
tlie  contest  into  which  be  plunged,  or  was  driven,  to  his  vwu. 
and  to  our  no  light  periL 

Tfae«D,  and  such  as  these,  are  the  cbargca.  The  answer  is  dnn 
from  the  pacific  iiyunctions  of  Parlionii-'nt,  and  the  pacific  orders  i 
the  Com[Nuiy  ;  and  &om  the  gn-at  truth,  that  ambitious  wars  are  tiial 
din»}t  cusHG,  and  peace  the  most  invaluable  blessing,  tu  mankind.  lu 
the  course  of  hia  correspondence,  Ij^rd  Teignmouth  takes  frequent 
occasions  to  announce  the  new  or  philosophical  maxim,  whish  as 
Goromor-Gnneral  he  had  suhittituted  for  his  old  or  utilitarian  max 
as  a  writer.  It  vras  that  incontrovertible  verily,  that  *' honesty  MJ 
the  best  policy."  Sound  doctrine,  doubtless  ;  but  whether  it  is  the^ 
beet  policy  to  bo  honest  now  and  then,  may  admit  of  more  diRpnte. 
Millions  of  men  never  lived  together  under  a  rule  more  severely 
just  in  intention  than  waft  tliat  of  Sir  John  Shore.  Hut  the  liohillaa 
distrusted  his  equity.  The  Muhrattas  had  no  belief  in  his  courage. 
njo  ^izam  could  not  be  convinced  of  his  good  faith.  The  oppreasod 
Ryots  were  incredulous  of  hia  benevolence.  Int^.>grity,  which,  I 
only  occasional  and  transient,  passes  for  weakness  aiul  caprice,  maj 
work  out  evils  even  more  intolerable  than  thoso  of  a  con.sisteD^ 
re«)lute,  and  systematic  injustice.  Under  their  pacific  Govemop 
General,  the  people  of  the  East  remembered  the  conquests  of 
predecessors,  and  were  preparing  to  counteract,  by  secret  or  open^ 
hostilities,  the  further  conquests  of  the  pro-consids  who  were  to  suiy 
eeed  him.  His  individual  conscience  could  j  ostly  appliuid  the  retro- 
spect of  his  Asiatic  dominion ;  but  the  national  conscience,  of  which 
we  have  lately  heard,  had  it  any  cause  to  exult  in  a  pause  of  foux  , 
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yeon  in  on  otherwise  unbroken  chAin  of  successful  aggreseioD-s  on 
the  princes  and  people  of  Hintjustan  1 

Whwn  Napoleon  wrote  buUfitine  about  iJie  Btnr  of  AuaterUtz  and 
tlio  fiiltilment  of  his  destiny,  wo  were  all  oqaally  shocked  at  big 
principles  and  his  stylo.  Yet  the  apologies  still  ringing  in  our  ears 
for  the  wars  of  Aifghonistaii,  of  iScinde,  and  of  Gwulior,  though 
made  but  yesterday  by  the  highest  authorities  on  either  side  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  were  but  a  plagiarism  from  the  Ijnperor  of  the 
French,  in  more  correct,  though  less  animated  language.  'Hot  could 
it  be  otherwise.  Kmpin!  cannot  be  built  up,  either  in  the  Wnst  or  in 
the  £!ust,  in  contempt  of  the  laws  of  God,  and  then  bo  maintained  oo- 

[  cording  to  the  Decalogue.  When  the  vessel  must  either  drive 
before  the  gale  or  founder,  the  helm^raan  no  longer  looks  at  the 
chart  When  the  pedestals  of  xho  throne  are  terror  and  admiration, 
be  who  would  sit  there  securely  must  consult  other  rules  than  those 
of  the  Evangelists.  Sir  John  Shore  was  the  St  Louis  of  Governors- 
General  But  ifClive  had  boon  likomindod,  wo  should  have  had  no 
India  to  gtiveru.  If  llaslin;^  had  aspired  to  the  title  of  **  The  Just," 
we  should  not  have  retained  our  dominion.  If  ^Vellcslc^y  had  ruled 
in  the  spirit  of  Ids  couacitiutious  predecei<sor,  we  ahould  infallibly 
ave  lost  it.     With  profound  respect  for  the  contrary  judgment  of 

}ao  good  a  man,  we  ventuia  to  doubt  whether  the  severe  integrity 
which  forbade  liim  to  bear  the  sceptre  of  the  Moguls  as  others  liad 
borne  it,  flhoutd  not  have  also  forbidden  his  bearing  it  at  all     Xeed- 

jXesijIy  to  assmne  incompatible  duties,  is  permitt^Kl  to  no  man.     Cato 

rvrould  have  ceased  to  be  himself  bad  he  consented  to  act  as  a  lieu- 
ant  of  the  Usurper.     Tlie  British  viceroy  who  shall  at  once  be 

'  true  to  his  employeis,  and  atrictly  equitable  to  the  princes  of  India 
and  their  subjects,  need  not  despair  of  squaring  the  circle. 

Aetuming  a  third  time  to  his  native  land.  Lord  Teignmouth  fell 
into  the  routine  of  common  duties,  and  of  common  pleasures,  with 

rihe  ease  of  a  man  who  had  taken  no  delight  in  the  pomp  or  in  the 
of  power ;  but  whose  heart  had  boon  with  his  home  and 
ritfa  his  books,  even  while  Nabobs  and  Kajahs  were  prostrating 
hamselves  before  him.    Ho  became  eminent  at  the  Quarter  Sessions, 
ok  down  again  the  volumes  in  which  Parr  liad  lectured  lum,  thinned 

Pout  hia  shrubberies,  visited  at  country-seats  and  watering-places, 
watched  over  hia  family  and  his  poor  neighbours,  sent  letters  of  good 
advice  to  his  sons  (to  the  perusal  of  which  the  public  are  now  in- 
rited  with  jHirliaps  mora  of  filial  than  of  fraternal  piety),  and,  in 

rshort,  lived  the  life  so  pleasant  in  reality,  so  tedious  in  descripliun, 
of  a  well-educated  English  gentleman,  of  moderate  fortune,  moderato 
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dciircfi,  and  refined  tastes ;  -with  a  fruitful  ritie  on  the  wallB  of  Iiis 
boiiso,  and  many  olive  branches  round  about  liis  table. 

Xfi  0*  all  Engliehmen  believe,  this  is  the  happiest  condition 
human  existence,  it  illustrates  the  remark  Umt  happiness  ib  a  seriou 
;iot  to  say  a  heavy  thing.     Tho  exhibition  of  it  in  theee  volume*  i^f] 
XKther  amiable  than  exhilarating.     India-House  traditions  ivH,  that 
"wheo  a  young  aspirant  for  distinction  there,  requested  one  of  the 
Cfa&iiv  to  iniorm  liim  what  was  the  proper  etj-Ie  of  writing  politic 
deepatcli<«,  the  Chair  inade  answer,  "The  style  we  prefer  is 
AuwiiTfum."     Tins  preferccoc  for  the  humdrumj  enjoined  perhaps  by  ' 
the  same  high  authority,  ching  to  Lord  Teignmouth  even  oiler  lua 
i¥iLum  to  Europe.     He  wrote  as  if  to  Vaflle  thtj  uritics,  and  lived  i 
if  to  perplex  the  hioffrapbGni.     A  foreigner  amongst  ua  might  pep 
bapa  have  sketched  him  as  a  specimen  of  a  clase  peculiar  to  £ng' 
But  the  portrait  is  too  familiar  fur  exhibitiuu  to  English  eyes,  though 
none  is  dourer  to  £nglislL  hearti*.     Wlio  that  has  contemplated  and 
loved  (as  who  has  nott)  the  wise,  nboerful,  and  afftxtionate  head  of 
some  large  household,  filling  up  without  hurry  or  lassitude  the  wide 
circle  of  domestic,  neighbourly,  and  magisterial  duties,  and  aiming  atvj 
nothing  more — let  him  aay  whether  the  second  Lord  Teignmonti 
could  have  renderetl  animating  in  description   the  tranquil  years^ 
which  the  first  J^ord  Teignmouth  probably  found  the  most  grateful 
of  his  life  in  reality. 

They  were  gliding  quietly  away,  cheered  hy  such  retroBpecta 
few  huve  enjoyed,  and  gilded  by  hopea  which  few  could  ao  reason 
ably  indulge,  when  the  Society,  then  for  the  fimt  time  formed  fo: 
tlie  circulation  of  the  Bible,  planed  him  at  thoir  head  ;  not  as  a  me 
titular  chief,  but  an  the  l^'^ideut  hy  whom  all  their  deliberation 
were  to  be  controlled,  and  as  the  dignitary  by  whom  the  collective 
hody  were  to  be  ivprtisentod.  Ho  high  a  trust  could  not  have  fallen 
iut«  hands  tautv  curiously  lilled  for  the  discharge  of  it.  Thera  met 
aiul  blended  in  him  as  much  of  the  spirit  of  the  world,  and  as  much 
of  the  spirit  of  that  aacred  volume,  aa  could  combine  harmoniously 
with  cai'h  other.  To  the  capacious  views  of  a  man  lung  convenuint 
^ilh  great  alfuirs^  ho  united  a  submissiou  the  most  childlike  to  the 
supreme  authority  of  those  sacred  recorda  To  the  high  bearing  of 
one  for  whose  amilo  rival  princes  had  sued,  be  added  that  unosten- 
tatioui  simplicity  which  is  equally  beyond  the  reach  of  those  who 
solicit,  and  of  those  who  really  dcspiao,  human  admiration.  Con- 
Torsont  with  mankind  under  aU  poUtical  and  social  aapevt^,  and  in 
«Tery  gnuhtlion  of  mnk,  it  was  at  once  his  habit  Mid  his  delight  tu 
withdraw  from  that  iudiscriiiunat«  intercourse  into  the  interior  oircli 
wbi-iv  holy  thoughts  might  be  best  noori&hed  ^  and  into  the  fiolit 
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where  &IoDe  the  tnodfatj  of  liia  imtun  would  pennit  the  utteranco 
of  his  devout  affoctiona.  An  Oriantal  scholAT  of  no  mean  celebrity, 
and  not  without  a  rultivated  taste  for  elosaicat  learning,  ho  daily 
passed  irom  such  pursuits  to  the  study  of  the  Sacred  (>acle9 — as 
one  who,  having  sojouniBd  in  a  strange  lind,  retnrns  to  the  familiar 
Toices«  the  faithful  counselfS  and  the  weU-ptiA'ed  lovJng-Vindneas  of 
hia  father's  house.  To  scatter  through  ex'oiy  tongue  and  )iindn^  of 
the  earth,  the  tospiiod  leaves  by  which  his  own  mind  was  sustained 
aud  comforted,  was  a  labour  in  which  he  found  full  scope  and  con- 
stant exnn-iiiit  for  Tiitues,  liartlly  to  he  liiuuirdetl  in  the  govemmeot 
of  India. 

Of  India,  indeed,  and  of  the  fame  of  his  Indian  administration, 
ho  had  liecomo  stmngely  n.'gardlest4 — witnessing  silently,  if  not 
with  indilferenre,  tbu  overtlimw  of  liis  iw>lit'y.  and  the  denial  of  his 
cbu-ms  to  the  respect  and  gratiUide  of  mankind.  Ordinary  men, 
it  is  true,  ai-e  hut  seldom  aj^tated  by  the  tenipenunent  by  wliieh 
men  of  genius  expiate  their  fonnidable  eminence  ;  but  Lord  Toign- 
mouth  seems  to  have  had  more  than  his  due  share  of  constitutioiuil 
phlegm.  He  governftl  an  empire  without  ambition,  wrote  po«'lry 
withont  inspiration,  and  gave  himself  up  to  labours  of  love  and 
works  of  morcy  without  enthusiasm.  He  was,  in  iaet^  rathnr  a 
fatiguing  man — of  a  narcotic  infiucnce  in  general  society — witli  a 
pen  which  not  larsly  dropped  tniisins  ;  sedate  and  satisfied  under 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  life  ;  the  vc-ry  antithesis  and  contradiction  of 
the  Hero,  whose  too  tardy  etlvcnt  Jlr  Carlylc  is  continually  invok- 
ing; Yet  he  was  one  of  those  whom  we  may  be  well  content  to 
honour,  whiJe  we  yel  await  the  promised  deliverer.  He  was  a  witness 
to  the  truth,  that  talents  such  as  multitudes  possess,  and  opportimi- 
iies  such  as  multitudes  enjoy,  may,  under  the  homoty  guidance  of 
poraevcronce  and  good  sense,  command  the  loftiest  ascent  to  which 
either  ambition  or  philanthropy  can  aspire  ;  if  that  steep  path  bo 
trodden  with  a  firm  faitli  in  the  Divine  ^visdom,  a  devout  belief  in 
Uie  Divine  goodness,  and  a  filial  promptitude  of  conformity  to  tho 
Divine  will. 

To  Lord  Teignmouth,  and  to  the  other  founders  of  the  Bible 
Society,  an  amount  of  gratitwle  is  due,  which  might,  perhaps,  have 
been  mure  (n«\y  rendered,  if  it  had  bera  a  little  le&8grandiIo<]uentIy 
claimed  by  the  perioilic  eloquence  of  their  followers.  Her  annual 
outltursla  of  selfappJause  arc  not  quite  justified  by  any  success 
which  this  great  Proteataiit  prtipattaudu  has  hitherto  achieved  over 
her  Uktagomsta.  Rome  still  maijitaina  and  multiplies  her  hostile 
jiO«ilion.>) — hr-athen  and  Mahomciian  tomples  are  oa  numerous  and  as 
crowded  aa  before — iguonuKc  and  sin  continae  to  scatl^r  the  too 
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fertile  eeedd  of  sorrow  through  a  groaning  world— and  it  ia  no  longer 
dovibtfnl  that  the  aspor.t  of  huiiutu  afi'jiirs  Jjisiy  remain  as  (latk  as  over, 
though  thf!  fiarth  be  traversed  by  coimtk-ss  millions  of  copies  of 
Holy  Text.     The  only  wonder  is,  that  siioii  a  doubt  ahould  cvi-i  hav 
aruM>n — that  reasonable  people  should  have  anticipated  the  renova 
tion  of  man  to  tlie  higher  purpos*?;*  of  his  being,  by  any  single  agL-nnj 
— without  an  apparatus  aa  (complex  as  his  own  naturo — '>r  witlioui 
iniuencca  aa  Ti\*iiying  as  those  which  gave  hiai  birth.     To  quicke 
the  inert  maas  around  utt,  and  to  readier  it  prolitio,  it  is  nece.4.sary  tba 
the  primeval  or  jiatriarchal  institute  of  parenUil  tniiiiing  should 
combined  witli  an  assiduous  education  ;  with  tlie  various  discipl 
of  life ;  with  the  fellowaliip  of  domestic,  civil,  and  ecclefiiastic 
society  ;  and,  ahovu  all.  with  tho  rocrcativo  power  from  on  llijth  de 
voutly  implored  and  diligently  cheriiihed.     The  wicked  habitation 
by  which  our  globe  is  burdened,  might,  alas  ■  be  wicked  still,  thougb 
«ach  of  them  were  converted  into  a  biblical  library.     And  yet  with  * 
the  behef  of  the  inspiration,  whether  plenary  or  partial,  of  the  Scrip- 
tAirvs,  who  can  reconcile  a  disbelief  of  tlie  momentous  results  with 
which  the  mere  knowledge  of  them  by  mankind  at  lai^  must  be  at-| 
tended  ?    Who  will  presume  to  estimate  the  workings  of  such 
element  of  thought  in  such  a  world  I — or  to  follow  out  the  moT»t^ 
2nent0  resulting  from  such  a  voic^e  when  raised  in  every  tongue  and 
amcn^  all  people,  in  opposition  to  the  rude  clamour  from  without, 
or  the  still  liareher  dissoiianw!  from  within 't — or  who  will  take  on  I 
to  measure  the  confloqnonccs  of  exliibitiug  amongst  all  the  tribes 
men  one  immutable  standard  of  truth — ono  eternal  rule  of  dnty- 
Bpotlcas  model  for  imitation  1 

If  this  vast  confederacy  of  the  Protestant  and  Gie«k  Churches  wa 
regttitlcd  by  the  less  initiated  with  some  degree  of  superstitious  av 
und  extolled  beyond  the  severe  limits  of  truth,  the  fomiders  of 
society  wore  too  well  instructed  in  spiritual  dynamics,  to  bo  the 
selves  iu  bondage  to  that  vulgar  error.     The  more  eminent  of 
Clapbam  sectarians  tliought  of  it  but  as  one  wheel  in  that  elabor 
moumnism^  by  which  they  believed  that  the  world  would  at  Ic 
te  moved.     Bell  and  Lancaster  were  both  their  welcome  guests- 
schools,  prison  discipline,  Savings'  Banks,  tracts,  village  Ubrarie 
district  viaitinga,  and  church  buildings — each,  for  a  time,  rivalle 
their  cosmopolitan  projects.     But  of  tlieir  suhonlinate  6chem««  nou 
wore  so  dear  to  them  as  that  of  prepossessing,  in  favour  of  the 
opinions  and  of  their  measures,  the  young  men  who  were  then  pr 
paring  for  ordination  at  Csmbridge.     Hence  they  held  in  sp 
honour  Isaac  Milner,  whose  biography  lies  before  us,  and  Charl« 
Simeon,  whose  Ufo  is  shortly  to  1>e  publishod — ^both  unavoidafc' 
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residing  at  the  nnrvcreity  na  their  appoiiito*i  sphere  of  lnhour ;  "but 
both  men  of  Clapham  as  frcqutiuL  vittiUiRi,  an  habitual  a.'wociutcs,  and 
aa  zcalouii  iLlli<}s. 

The  biuerapliy  of  laaac  Milner,  as  recorded  in  the  dense  volume 
published  ny  hia  ni(>cc,  occupies  a  space  nearly  equal  to  that  which 
the  extant  irriters  of  autiqui^  haro  deroted  to  the  celebration  of 
all  llm  worthies  of  Greece  and  Rome  and  Palestine  put  together. 
And  yet  of  those  who  have  still  to  reach  the  meridian  of  lUe,  how 
few  are  awure,  cither  that  mich  a  man  wan  famoiia  in  the  last  gener- 
ation, or  what  was  Uie  gmiiml  of  his  c*^[ebrity  !  Oh  !  ye  candidatea 
for  fame,  put  not  your  faith  in  coteries.  See  here  how  lavishly  ap- 
platisc  ntuy  be  bcjitowed  in  one  age,  and  Iiow  profound  the  ailence 
into  which  it  may  die  away  in  the  next !  See  how  a  man  may  have 
been  extolled  not  thirty  poor  years  a^,  aa  a  philosopher,  historian, 
divine,  and  ac3jk'uiic»  on  whom  "young  England  "  1ms  not  one  paa^ 
ing  remembrance  to  bestow !  And  although  the  present  efibrt  to  re- 
rive  and  perpetuate  his  glory  be  made  by  a  kinswoman,  prepared  for 
that  undertaking  by  knowledge,  by  ability,  and  by  zeal;  yet  how 
avoid  the  conviction  that  the  monument  itself,  liko  the  name  to 
which  it  is  er(^ted,  is  already  becoming  a  premature  ruin,  and  preach- 
ing one  more  unheeded  sermon  on  the  t«xt  which  proclaims  the  vanity 
of  all  things  1 

If  the  several  tendencict  of  Isaac  Milner  to  moral  and  intellectual 
greatness  had  been  permitted  to  act  freely,  and  if  Fortune  had  not 
]  and  enervated  liim  by  htir  too  benignant  smiles,  his  name 
^Inight  have  been  now  llluiitrious  in  the  FasH  Cnntabrigieitsce.     But 
she  bestowed  on  him  the  rowarda  of  nniincnco,  such  as  wealth,  leisure, 
reputation,  and  authority,  without  exacting  the  appointed  price  of 
ktoil  and  Si'lf'dfuial.     Humble  as  wa»   Urn  hereditary  station,  he 
r  acaicely  ever  fult  the  invigorating  intlucnco  of  depending  on  his  own 
exertions  for  suheistence,  for  comforts,  or  even  for  enjoyments.     He 
soon  obtained  and  soon  resigned  a  fellowship  at  Queen's  College, 
Cambridge,  to  become  the  president  of  that  society ;  an  office  to 
which  ere  long  were  added  the  deanery  of  Carluile,  and  the  mathe- 
matical chair  once  occupied  by  Kewton.     Three  such  sinecures  were 
a  burden,  beneath  which  the  most  buoyant  spirit  could  scarcely  have 
moveil  with  freedom.    A  splendid  patrimony  in  the  three  per  cents., 
or  the  golden  re[K)se  of  Lords  Arden  or  Ellenborough,  might  agree 
rwell  enough  with  the  pursuits  of  a  scholar  or  a  statesman.     Not  so 
the  laborious  idleness  of  a  deanery  and  a  mastership,  with  tlicir 
cesselew  round  of  chapters  and  elections,  and  founders'  feasts,  and 
enclosure  questions ;  and  questions  about  new  racks  for  the  stabler. 
and  new  roUera  for  the  garden  j  aud  squabbles  with  comomacioua 
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eanoiu  imd  much-cIigeatinR  fellows.  Newton  himself  could  not,  at 
the  aune  time,  havo  givea  laws  to  the  Batteries  and  explored  tlie 
laws  of  the  universe  ;  and  therefore  it  happened  that  Newton'a  siic- 
cesBor  was  too  busy  for  the  dutiea  of  his  lucrative  professorship. 
Delilah  bound  the  strong  luan  with  cords  supplied  bj  Mammon  fur 
the  purpose. 

From  fiuch  toils  he  mipht  have  broken  away,  if  the  wily  eourtcsftn 
Ijad  not  thrown  around  hiiu  the  more  seductive  bondage  of  social 
and  colloquial  popularity.     The  keen  sarcasm,  that*"  science  is  his 
forte — omniscience,  his  foiblo,"  though  of  latrr  dale,  could  never 
bave  been  aimed  at  any  of  the  pinntB  of  Cambridge  with  mnre  truth, 
or  with  greater  eft'ect,  than  at  the  former  president  of  Queen's.     He 
had  looked  into  innumerabla  books,  had  dipped  into  most  subjects, 
whether  of  vulgar  or  of  learned  iinpiirj-,  and  tulketl  with  shrcwdneae, 
animation,  and  intrepidity,  on  them  all.     AMialever  the  company 
and  whatever  the  theme,  hie  snuorous  voice  predominated  over  all 
other  voices,  even  as  his  lofty  stature,  vast  girth,  and  fiu|>eriDcuin< 
bent  wig,  defied  all  competition,      lie  was  equally  at  home  on  a 
steeple-ohasa,  and  on  final  perseverance  ;  and  explained  with  the 
same  cou&deuoe  the  economy  of  an  ant-hill  and  the  policy  of  the 
>iizauL     During  the  laat  half  of  his  life  the  Johnsonilatria  was  at 
its  height ;  and  among  the  aspirants  to  the  vacant  conversational 
throne,  none  appeared  to  have  a  fairer  title  than  himwlf.     Parr, 
with  his  pipe  and  his  pedontiy,  was  oflcnsive.     Bishop  "Watson  was 
pompous  and  tiresome.     Lonl  Elleuborough,  the  first  of  thai  name, 
was  but  an  eminent  phnuse-manufucturor.     But  Isaac  Milner,  how- 
ever inferior  to  the  sage  of  RoH  Court  in  genius,  in  wit,  in  practical 
wisdom,  in  philology,  and  in  critical  diaceraraent,  ranged  over  a  wider 
field  of  knowledge;  with  a  memory  as  ready  and  retentive,  with 
liigher  animal  spirits,  a  broader  humour,  a  less  artificial  stylo,  and 
an  ei^oyinent  eo  cordial  and  sociable  of  Jiis  own  talk,  as  compelled 
every  one  el»©  to  enjoy  it.     If  less  coiiteuLious  than  his  great  proto- 
ijp^f  he  was  not  less  authoritative.     But  his  topies  wore  more  otit 
of  the  reach  of  controveray,  his  temper  more  serene,  and  his  audience 
far  more  subservient.     In  the  whole  of  his  career,  he  was  probably 
never  once  surrounded  by  such  a  circle  as  that  which  at "  The  Club  " 
Induced  the  dominion  of  Jolinsun  to  the  form  of  a  limited  monarchy. 
At  Carlisle,  the  Dean  woa  the  life  of  en  otherwise  lifeless  amalgam 
of  country  squires  and  weil-cndcvod  prebendaries.     At  Cambridge, 
the  Master  was  the  soul  of  dinner  and  tisi  parties,  oUierwifte  inani- 
mate.    At  London,  he  was  the  centre  of  a  circle,  over  prompt  (aa 
are  all  London  circles)  to  render  homage  to  literary  and  intellectual 
tank  J  especially  when  it  can  condescend  to  be  amuidng  and  natural. 
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Wid  can  aiTonl  to  diecliuio  all  pretensions  to  tlte  elaborate  refincmout-s 
of  oetropoUtaa  aooiety.      Thus  the  ayrea  Fortune  raised  her  most 
alloriog  Btrain  —  the  fiatteiy  which  rewards  coUoqoial  triumphs  — 
that  so  she  mij^ht  induco  tho  warrior  to  i«lax  his  grasp  of  th« 
weapona  by  whiLh  he  might  have  achieved  an  enduring  reputation. 
lAsliing  himself  to  the  mast,  he  etiU  might  have  pursued  his 
voyage  topermant^nt  renown,  if  the  Enchantress  had  not  raised  up 
in  his  course  certain  fog-banka^  to  seduce  him  into  the  belief  that 
he  had  already  reached  the  yet  far-distant   haven.     The   moder- 
batorst  arbiters  of  Cantabri^n  honours,  had  not  only  assigned  to 
'him  the  dignity  of  senior- wrangler,  but  with  it  the  title  of  In- 
cmnparahilia ;  the  comparison  hainng  been  inefl'i>i>taally  attempted 
with  his  competitors  of  the  year  1774.     Among  the  '*  Tranaactiona 
of  the  Royal  Society,"  the  curious  may  discover  three  or  four  contri- 
butions bearing  the  name  of  Isaac  Milner,  which,  though  little 
notic«^il  at  the  time,  and  wholly  forgotten  now,  were  allowoil  to 
eaUhlish,  in  favour  of  one  who  sat  in  Newton's  suit,  a  station 
among  men  of  science ;  which,  in  an  age  not  propitious  to  snch 
gtudiesi  few  had  the  wish,  and  fewer  stJll  the  power,  to  contest 
Ifo  scieutiiic  work  or  discovery  illustrates  his  name,  except  the  dis- 
covery, much  insisted  on  by  bis  biographer,  and  much  rt-joiced  in  by 
luiusdf,  that  the  invisible  girl  of  Leicester  Square  was  not  a  Fairy 
enshriTio4  in  the  brazen  ball  from  which  her  speaking  tnimprta 
issued,  but  an  old  woman  in  the  next  room  squeaking  through 
t  hidden  tubes,  the  orilices  of  which  were  brought  into  nice  contact 
rwith  correspomUng  apertures  in  the  lips  of  those  magical  trumpeta. 
On  this  o]»poBitc  »ide  of  the  same  Square  rose  ui  obeerratory,  where, 
a  hundrtxl  years   earlier,  hia   great   predeoessor  had  inrestagated 
enigmas   of  greater  significance.      In   literature,   r>r  Milner  was 
ohiedy  kBowQ  as  the  Editor  of  the  last  two  volumes  of  his  brother's 
Church  Histctry,  wjiich  apparently  received  great  additions  and  im- 
provements from  his  ImuJs,    They  have  been  extolled  as  containing 
the  most  comi>roben8ive  and  auUientic  account  of  the  Heformation 
in  Germany,  and  of  the  character  of  tho  great  German  Refonner ; — 
a  pRuso  to  which  it  is  impoasiblo  to  subscribe,  for  this,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  that  neither  the  Author  nor  the  Eilitor  had  ever  seen, 
or  would  have  been  able  to  read,  one  hne  of  the  many  volumes 
.ymXU'.n  by  Lutlior  in  lu3  mother  tongue,  and  even  yet  untranslated 
[into  any  other.     A  biographical  preface  of  a  few  pages,  prefixed  to 
10  posthumous  volume  of  the  same  brotheya  sermons,  with  two  con- 
^troveraial  pamiihleta,  complete  the  catalogue  of  the  literary  labours 
of  more  than  half  a  ceiiuiry  of  learned  and  weU*benefice<i  Unsure, 
Of  those  pamplUets  oue  was  an  assault  on  the  ecclesiastical  history 
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of  llie  Iftte  Dr  Haweis.  Thfe  other  made  havoc  of  the  pfisoo  and 
■writinjiH  of  Herbert  Maiali,  the  late  Bishop  of  Peterborough.  Maiah 
had  denounced  the  siu  and  danger  cf  ^riiig  people  the  Bible  to  read 
•unyi3kti<l  to  the  Prayer-book ;  and  ililner  answered  him  by  an  ex- 
aminatioH  much  more  curious  than  civil,  into  iho  que«tion — "  Who, 
and  vfiiat,  is  Dr  Herbert  Marsh  T'  The  indii,'naut  liluiyist  replied 
by  an  equally  courteous  attempt  to  determine  the  who,  and  the  what, 
tonching  l)r  Isaac  ililner.  With  cassocks  torn,  and  reputations  not 
much  exalted,  the  combulants  retired  from  the  held,  and  never  again 
appeared  among  the  aspirants  to  literary  renown.  Adulation  vhia- 
perod  to  them  both  that  such  glory  was  already  thtiirs,  ami  in  her 
harlotry  and  her  blandiahmente  betrayed  them  into  tie  beUof  of 
that  too  welcome  ossunmcc. 

But  Isaac  Miiner  iraa  no  ordinary  person.  Hla  body  (the  very 
image  of  the  informing  mind)  was  athletic  and  capacious,  yet  coarse 
and  clumsy  withal,  and  alivc^  far  more  than  ia  usual  witli  the  giant 
brood,  to  every  vicissitude  of  plit!ai*ure  and  of  pain.  His  muscular 
and  his  nervous  stnicturo  seemed  to  belong  to  two  different  men,  or 
rather  to  be  of  diiTercnt  fiexee.  The  seuiie  of  vast  physical  power 
was  unattended  by  animal  courage ;  and  the  cnuflcioiisneas  of  great 
intellectual  strength  aiihnatpd  him  to  no  arduous  undertakmgK. 
KobuRt  as  ho  was  and  omnivorous,  ho  was  haunted  by  imaginary 
uuilaUies  and  ideal  dangers ;  shuddering  at  the  east  wind,  and  Hying 
to  a  hiding-place  at  the  sound  of  thunder.  In  the  ptir^ut  of  know- 
ledge, he  was  as  an  elephant  forcing  his  way  through  saplings,  and 
bending  them  to  his  purpose  with  a  proboscis  aliko  firm  and  flexible ; 
yet  at  the  next  moment  obeying  the  feeblest  hand,  alarmed  by  the 
most  trunsient  blaze,  and  turned  out  of  his  -wiiy  by  the  first  moum- 
fhl  gong  or  joyous  cymbal.  He  was  a  kind  of  Ajax-Ainlromuohe, 
combining  such  might  with  such  aecsiliility  as  iiiatle  him  at  onca 
admirable,  loveable,  and  inefficient  Call  at  the  lodgo  at  Queen's  in 
the  evening,  and  you  heard  him  with  stentorian  longs  tumbling  out 
msMes  of  knowledge,  illiuninated  by  remarks  so  pungent,  and  em- 
bellished with  stories,  illustrations,  gestures,  and  phrases  so  broad 
and  unceremonious,  that  you  half  expected  the  appeaiaDce  of  the 
Lady  Margaret,  to  remind  the  master  of  the  house  that  she  had 
built  that  long  gallery,  and  those  oriel  %nndow8,  for  meditation  and 
etudiuUB  silence.  Call  again  in  the  morning,  and  you  found  him 
broken-hearted  over  some  of  the  sorrows  to  which  flesh  is  heir,  or 
agitated  by  eoxtie  collegiate  controversy,  or  debating  with  \m  a]K)llie- 
caiy  how  many  scruples  of  senna  should  enter  into  his  next  draught, 
na  though  Ufo  and  death  were  in  the  balances.  Thus  erratic  in  all 
his  pursuits,  and  rttiponsive  to  every  outward  imprQeaion,  he  failed 
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that  stem  perseverance,  vithont  •which  none  may  become  the 
chcrs,  the  rulers,  or  the  benefactors  of  mankind,  and  with  which. 
pi'thaps  hot  few  can  be  mnch  courted  as  companions,  or  much  loved 
,  06  friends. 

But  BO  to  be  loved  and  courted,  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  mere 
"ah  luxury.  A  wise  and  good  man  (and  such  was  Isaac  Milner) 
1  regard  popular  acceptance  as  an  advantage  convertible  to  many 
'"excellent  uses  ;  and  so  he  considered  it.  His  great  talents  were  his 
social  talents.  In  talk,  ever  ready,  ever  animated,  and  usually  preg- 
nant with  profound  meaning,  ho  found  the  law,  and  fulfUled  the  enil, 
of  his  sublunary  existence.  He  talked  with  children  (his  chosen 
ates)  inimitably.  It  was  like  a  theologicAl  lecture  from  Bunyan, 
r  a  geographical  discourse  from  De  Foe.  He  talked  with  the  great 
and  the  rich,  oa  one  whn  -was  thnir  «iual  in  wraith,  and  tlieir  aupp- 
rior  in  worship.  He  talked  with  pugilists,  rousiciauB,  and  grazieni, 
at  once  to  leum  and  to  interpret  the  mysteries  of  their  several  craile. 
He  talked  with  pbysicians  to  convince  them  that  thpir  art  was  em- 
pirical. He  talked  with  politicians  to  rouse  them  to  the  dangers  of 
Catholic  emanrijmtion.  He  talked  on  paper  to  his  cx>rrefi pendents 
pleasantly  and  affectionately^  thnugh,  on  the  chapter  of  his  own 
,  mifi.'ctioDs,  too  abundantly.  lie  talked  also  to  lus  chosen  ami  inti- 
atB  friond?,  but  not  in  the  same  fitful  stniin.  To  them,  from  tiio 
'^abundance  of  the  heart,  he  spoke  on  the  theme  which  alone  gave 
any  unity  of  design  to  the  othprwiso  incongnio\iB  habits  of  his  life  ; 
and  which  alone  harmonised  the  passes,  droll  and  melancholy, 
pompous  and  affectionate,  hustling  and  onergetJc,  of  which  it  was 
npoeed.  It  was  that  theme  wliich  engages  the  latest  thoughts  of 
,  men — the  retroepect  and  the  pro«i>ect ;  the  mystery  within,  ami 
"the  dread  presence  without ;  the  .struggle,  and  the  trinraph,  and  the 
fearftil  vengeance  j  and  whatever  else  is  involved  in  the  relations 
L'Which  subsist  between  mortal  man  and  the  etcmal  Source  of  his  ex- 
stence.  To  search  into  those  relations,  and  into  the  duti^i*  and  hope« 
and  fears  (lowing  from  tbem,  was  the  end  which  Isaac  Milner  still 
oposed  to  liimscif,  under  all  his  ever-varying  mood.'t.  From  his 
otlier  he  ha<l  derived  tlie  theological  t-enets,  for  the  dissemination 
'  which  the  History  of  the  Church  had  boon  written.  Reposing  in 
hem  with  inflexible  constancy,  he  drew  from  them  hopes  which, 
'Notwithstanding  his  constitutional  in£miities,  imparted  dignity  Ut 
his  cliaracter,  and  peace  to  his  rioaing  hours.  He  was  the  intellectual 
chief  of  his  party,  and  the  memlw;rs  of  it  reeorted  to  him  at  Cam- 
bridge, there  to  dispel  donbtfl,  and  thence  to  bring  bark  responses, 
oracular,  authoritative,  and  profound.  Nor  could  they  have  made  a 
better  choice ;  for  to  his  capacity,  learning,  and  colloquial  eloqueucoy 


be  added  a  most  a'beolate  aincerife^nd  good  fnith.  TTe  had  an  ih' 
atinct  which  conld  deter:t  at  a  glance,  and  a  temper  which  loathed, 
all  manijor  of  cant  and  false  pretension  ;  and  he  estimat**!  at  Ihoir 
real  worth  the  stveral  kinds  of  religioua  theatricala,  liverit-s,  and  free- 
niasoories. 

Kind-hearted,  talkatirOf  wue  old  man  !  from  thoslnmbetsof  man/ 
bygone  yeara  how  eas-y  ia  it  to  laifle  liin  image — joyful,  as  when  he 
exalted  over  hia  exorcism  of  the  clothoa-Ujaring  ghoet  of  Sawatou  j  or 
jtwund,  as  when  he  chuckled  uvt^r  the  rtuuumbrauce  of  the  hearty 
Itux  be  indicted  on  the  ears  of  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  who,  in  all 
tlte  pride  of  pugilism,  had  defied  the  assault  of  anscicntific  knuckles ; 
or  grandiloquent,  as  when  he  reviewed  the  gloriea  of  his  lirst  vico- 
chancellor8liip,  in  which  be  luul  expelloit  from  the  Sonato  Lucius 
Catalina  Prend ;  or  the  triumphd  of  hia  second  consulate,  when* 
having  thundered  his  philippics  against  Marcus  Antoniua  Krown,  he 
was  hailed  m  Pattr  Acii'frtmiiE.  Well  I  he  ia  gone,  and  Alma 
]|ilatcr  has  still  her  beada  of  houses,  men  of  renown ;  but  if  once 
again  the  table  could  be  spread  in  that  hospitable  old  dining-room 
ai  Queen's,  with  the  fooctious  Dean  at  the  heAd  of  it,  there  la  not 
among  the  incomparable  wrangltrs,  and  conversing  Encyclopflediaa 
of  them  all,  auy  one  who  would  be  fit  to  sit  over  against  him  as 
Croupier. 

As  a  member  c^  the  Confederation  of  the  Common,  the  Dean  of 
Carlisle  administered  the  province  assigned  to  him  rather  by  the 
weight  of  his  authority  than  by  any  active  exertions.  Under  the 
shelter  of  his  name  his  college  fionrished  as  the  best  cultured  and 
moat  fruitful  nursery  of  the  evangelical  neophytes  of  Cambridge. 
i*'rom  a  tho<:)logical  school  maintained  at  EUand,  in  Yorkshire,  at  the 
chaise  of  the  Clapliam  exchequer,  an  unbroken  «ucce»sion  of  studenU 
were  annually  receivtHl  there  ;  destiued,  at  the  close  of  their  academi- 
cal career,  to  ascend  and  animate  the  pulpiU  of  the  untional  church. 
Hut  if  to  the  President  of  Queen's  belonged  the  dignity  of  /Vffy«w/t** 
of  the  evangelical  youth  of  the  University,  the  far  moreariinous  and 
rasponaiblo  olfice  of  Archidt'iwfcaltts  was  occupied  by  a  fellow  of  the 
at^acent  royal  coUegn. 

Loag  Chamber  at  Eton  has  been  the  dormitory  of  many  memoes 
able  men,  and  King's  has  been  to  many  a  famous  Etonian  Uttle 
better  than  a  permanent  dormitory.  But  about  seventy  years  sgio 
was  elected,  fhim  the  one  to  the  other  of  those  magnificent  foiinda* 
tions,  a  youth,  destined  thenceforward  to  wage  irreconcilable  war  witli 
the  slumbers  and  elumWrers  of  his  age.  Let  none  of  those  (and  they 
are  a  great  niultitnde)  who  have  enshrined  the  memory  of  Charles 
ibimeon  in  the  inner  sanctuary  of  their  hearts,  suppose  Uiat  it  is  in  a 
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trifUnj];  or  urorerent  spirit  that  tho  veil  ta  for  a  mom«iit  raised,  which 
.  iiufi;ht  otlienrise  conceal  the  intirmitiefl  of  bo  good  a  mau.  He  was 
aeocl  out*  of  thoM  on  whom  the  iinpmft.it  of  thfl  Dirino  image  was 
r'difltinct  and  ^-ivid.  Uut  the  rellected  glory  of  that  image  (such  wu 
his  own  teaching)  is  heightened,  not  tamishtxl,  br  a  contmat  with 
the  poverty  of  the  material  on.  which  it  may  be  wrought,  and  of  the 
groond  &um  which  it  emerges. 

They  who  recollect  the  late  Mr  Terry,  tho  friend  of  Walter  Seott, 

may  imagine  the  countenance  and  manner  of  Charles  Simeon.     To  a 

anal  ocquaintAnce  he  must  frequently  have  appeared  like  some 

Itruant  irom  the  green-room,  studying  in  cleiioal  costume  for  the  part 

of  Mereuiio,  and  doing  it  scutidalounly  ill.     Such  adventutooB  at- 

titndee,  such  a  ceaseless  pUy  of  the  facial  mnsolee,  eo  seeming  a  con- 

ountesa  of  the  ndvnntngnt  of  his  Hgure,  with  so  seeming  an  nnoon- 

ooamss  of  the  disadvuntngcs  of  his  carriage — a  seat  in  the  saddle 

Fm  triiunphimt,  l>nilma;;r  8o  pondf->rous,  stories  so  exquisitely  unhe- 

^£tting  him  about  the.  pedigree  of  hu  horaos  or  the  vintages  of  his  cellar 

— the  caricaturists  must  have  boon  foithloss  to  their  calling,  and  the 

muiergradnatefl  false  to  their  nature,  if  pencil,  pen,  and  touguo  had 

not  made  him  th^ir  pn<y.     Candid  rrietHUwen*  compelled  (of  CDurse^ 

l>y  the  force  of  truth  and  couscit-itco)  to  admit  that  he  was  not  ulto- 

^Hether  cle&r  of  the  sin  of  coxcombry  ;  and  the  worehippera  of  Bacchus 

and  of  Venus  gave  thanks  that  they  were  Jolly  iellowa,  and  not  tike 

this  Pharisee. 

To  the  reproach  of  affectation  and  conceit,  his  disciples  made 
swer,  that  their  master  had  ahed  his  original  manner  a»  soon  and 
completely  as  his  original  teeth ;  and  that  the  new  or  artificial 
^manner  was  not  only  more  deeply  rooted  than  the  old,  but  was  in 
fact  ad  natunil ;  being  but  the  honest  though  awkward  ^tfort  of  the 
tioul  within,  to  give  vent  to  the  meet  genuine  feeling;)  for  which  it 
Dold  find  no  other  utterance.  To  the  charge  of  hypocritty,  they 
eplied,  that  it  was  related  to  truth  in  that  sense  only  in  wlilch  oppo- 
■ibM  and  contradictions  are  related.  TheyiDaintuined  that  even  the 
nperficial  weakneesos  of  their  teacher  mijii«t4>red  to  hic^  nt\l  ile^igns ; 
jit»t  as  the  very  offal  of  the  Holocaust  feeds  the  sacrvd  flame  by 
which  the  offering  is  consumed.  Hero,  they  said,  was  a  man  bftaet 
by  diiHculties  enough  to  have  baffled  the  whole  school  of  Athens,  as 
brought  together  by  the  imagination  of  Kaphael  D'Urhino — by  in- 
vetemte  afi'ectationa,  by  the  want  of  learning,  by  the  waut  of  sociid 
talents,  by  the  want  of  general  ability  of  any  kind,  by  the  want  of 
interest  in  the  pursuits  of  bis  neighbours,  by  their  want  of  nympathy 
in  his  pUTsuita,  by  the  want  of  their  goo<l-will,  nay,  by  the  want  of 
their  decided  and  hearty  animosi^.     Yet  thus  uopiovided  for  the 
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contest,  he  gamed  a  victory  which  the  sUfniesl  cjnic  in  thai  glorionir 
assemblage  might  have  condcsccuiled  to  envy,  and  th«  most  eloquent 
of  the  half-iriKpired  sages  theit\  to  r^xtol.  Slowly,  paiuftJly,  but 
with  unfaltering  hopes,  he  toilwl  through  more  than  fifty  successive 
yean,  in  the  same  narrow  chamber  and  among  the  same  humble 
congregation — requited  by  no  emolunieuts,  stimulated  by  no  animat- 
ing oceurrence*,  and  unrewarded,  until  the  near  approttch  of  old  age, 
hy  the  gratitiido  or  tlie  cordial  respect  of  the  society  omidnt  wliicb 
he  lived.  Love  soaring  to  the  Supremo  with  the  lowliest  self- 
abasement^  and  stooping  to  the  most  abject  with  the  meekest  self- 
forgetfulness,  bore  him  onward,  through  fog  or  stinshine,  throu^ 
calm  or  tempest  His  whole  life  was  but  one  long  labour  of  love — 
a  labour  often  obscure,  often  misapplied,  often  imcuccesaful,  but 
never  intermitted,  and  at  last  triumpliant. 

At  the  close  of  eaoli  acadeiiiicjU  year,  a  crowd  of  youths,  joet 
entering  into  the  business  of  life,  received  fVom  Charles  Sime<m  his 
parting  counsels  aud  benediction.  ITiey  had  been  his  pupils,  his 
amociates,  and  his  grateful  admirers.  'W'ithout  money  and  without 
price,  ho  hod  acdulouBly  imparted  to  them  a  science,  which,  to  many 
a  simple  mind,  compt'iisated  for  the  want  of  any  other  pliilosophy  ; 
and  which,  to  tlie  best  and  ripest  scholars,  disclosed  the  fountains 
whence  all  the  streams  of  truth  are  salient,  and  the  boundless  ex- 
panse of  knowlo-dge  towards  which  they  are  all  convergent  It  was 
the  science  of  which  God  himself  is  the  author,  and  men  sent  of 
God  the  interpreters,  the  revelation,  conscience,  and  history  the 
Teeords.  It  was  that  science  which  explains  the  internal  connection 
of  this  world's  history ;  in  which  law  and  ethics  and  politics  have 
their  common  basis ;  which  alone  imparts  to  poetrr  and  art  thuir 
loftier  character ;  without  which  the  knowledge  of  mind  and  of 
mental  operations  is  an  empty  boaat^  and  even  the  severer  problexns 
of  the  world's  material  econnmy  am  insoluble.  It  was  that  science 
for  the  diffusion  of  which  the  halls  and  colleges  of  that  learned 
university  had  been  almost  exclu.nveJy  founded — the  only  scienoe 
which  Cambridge  neglecte<],  aud  which  Charles  Simeon  tan^i. 
And  yet  the  teacher  was  neither  historian,  poet,  artist,  lawyer,  poli- 
tieinu,  nor  philcis<jphcr.  lie  was  simply  a  devout  and  believing  man 
who,  in  the  language  of  Bunyan,  "  dwelt  far  from  the  damp  shadovrs 
of  Doubting  Castle,"  amidst  the  sunshino  of  those  everlasting  hills 
whence  stout  ^Ir  Greatheart  and  brave  Mr  Hopeful,  in  days  of 
yore,  surveyed  the  l>onndloeB  prospect,  and  inhaled  the  ftesh  breeze* 
which  welcomed  them  at  the  cloee  of  their  pilgrimage.  Tldther 
their  modem  follower  conducted  his  pilgrims  by  a  way  which  Mr 
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"VVorl^Uy-wisdom  could  never  find,  and  which  Mr  Self-confidonce 
despiiwd,  when  it  wjw  pointed  out  to  biiu. 

lu  lUe  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  at  Carahridge,  evfiry  Sunday, 
during  more  than  half  a  century,  witnessed  the  gathoricg  of  a  crowd 
which  hung  on  the  lips  of  the  preacher,  as  men  hearken  to  some 
unexpected  intelligence  of  a  de»5p  hut  ever-vurj'ing  interest.  Faces 
pttle  ^vith  study  or  furpjwtHl  by  bodily  labour,  eyes  failing  with  ago 
or  yet  uudiumied  by  sorrow,  were  bent  lowarda  him  with  a  gaze,  of 
whi*;h  (with  whatever  other  moaning  it  might  he  oombined)  fixed 
attention  was  the  predominant  character.  Towards  the  close  of  that 
long  period,  the  pulpit  of  St  Marj-'s  was,  occasionally,  tlie  centre  of 
the  nume  altractiuo,  and  with  a  ft-ill  mons  impreasive  result.  For 
tliere  were  critics  in  theoloto'.  and  critic*  in  style  and  mauner,  and 
critics  in  gastronomy,  thT<:inging  and  pressing  on  each  other,  aa  once 
on  Mars*  llill,  to  hear  what  this  babbler  might  say ;  listening  with 
the  samo  curiosity,  and  abjudicating  on  what  they  ha^l  heani  in 
very  much  the  same  spirit.  Yet  he  to  whom  this  humuge  was 
rendered  was  a  man  of  ungraceful  ad<ln*s3 ;  with  fcatur>j;«  which 
t^e<ified  to  be  grutosque  only  when  lln*y  berJ»ino  imjiaHsiunexl ;  with  a 
voice  weak  and  unmusical ;  and  to  whom  no  muse  was  propitious, 
Ki&  habits,  and  his  very  theory  of  composition,  were  such  as  seemed 
to  {inimise  empty  pews  and  listless  auditi^rs;  for  every  discourse  wag 
originally  constructed  (to  use  his  own  plirase)  as  a  "skeleton,"  with 
all  the  hard  processes  and  t}ie  fiiie  articuiationa  as  prominent 
as  his  logical  anatomy  could  render  them — the  bony  dialectic  being 
tlien  clothed  with  the  fibrous  and  muscular  rhetoric,  in  such  manner 
as  Uie  mwlitations  of  the  jinweding,  or  the  impulsea  of  the  passing, 
hour  might  suggest.  Such  wi«  his  foitli  in  this  now  art  of  onittiry, 
that,  in  a  collection  entitled  *'■  Horos  Il'jmile/iav,"  ho  gave  to  the 
worlil  many  hundred  of  theao  preparations,  to  bo  afterwanls  arrayed 
by  other  preachers  in  auch  fleshly  integuments  as  might  f>ost  cover 
their  ghastlincaa.  Deplorable  as  the  operation  must  have  been  in 
other  handj  than  those  of  the  inventor,  he  well  knew  how  to  make 
his  diy  bones  live.  They  reatrained  the  otherwise  undisciplined 
ardour  of  Ids  feelings,  and  corrected  the  tendency  of  that  vital  huat 
&>  disperse  all  solidity,  and  to  dissolve  all  coherence  of  tliought 
Ilia  aignmontation  might  occaaiomdly  irritate  the  understanding,  his 
iilustrationa  wound  the  taste,  and  his  discouraea  provoke  the  smileg 
of  his  audience.  But  when,  as  was  his  wont,  he  insisted  on  funda- 
mental truilus  or  enforced  the  great  duties  of  life,  or  det«cted  the 
treacheries  of  the  heart,  or  traced  the  march  of  retributive  justice,  or 
caught  and  echoed  the  compoaaionate  accents  in  which  the  Father  of 

37 


578 


TBB  OLIPBAX   BKOT. 


mercicA  addrrjtsni  kis  erring  chi)iln>n,  it  wiu  a  voic«  vlu<'b  penetrated 
nnd  subduftl  Iho  very  soiU.  It  was  an  eloquence  wliicU  eilonced 
criticism.  It  was  iusliiict  wiOi  a  coiitapous  inleusit.v  t'f  br^lief.  It 
soundM  as  tJie  languaj^e  of  oTio  tn  whom  the  inyateries  acd  the 
ftitnritiea  of  which  he  spoke  hail  bern  disclosed  in  actual  vision,  and 
BO  disclosed  as  to  have  disdipatcd  every  i'rivoloua  thouglit,  and  calmed 
every  turbid  eniDtiou. 

If  the  Church  of  England  were  not  in  bondage  with  her  children 
to  certain  acts  of  Parliament,  she  would  long  ere  now  have  had  a  re- 
ligions order  of  the  Simeonitcs  ;  and  would  have  turned  out  of  her 
catalogue  some  of  her  saints  of  equivocal  character,  and  some  of 
donblfu]  existence,  to  make  room  for  St  Charles  of  Camhridge. 
"WTiat  have  Duustan,  and  George  of  Cappadocia,  and  Swillnn  tha 
bishop,  and  JrarRaret  the  virgin,  and  Crispin  the  martyr,  done  for 
us,  that  thoy  should  elbow  out  a  man  who,  through  a  long  life,  snp- 
plied  from  the  resources  of  his  own  mind,  to  the  youth  of  one  of  our 
univerKitibS,  the  theological  education  uot  otherwise  to  he  obtained 
there ;  and  who,  from  the  resourctw  of  his  own  hereditary  fortune, 
supplied  the  mejins  nf  purchasing,  in  the  most  populous  cities  of 
England,  fmm  forty  to  fifty  advowsons,  that  so  the  rrclesiastityd 
patronage  of  those  vital  organs  of  our  commonwealth  might  be  ever 
thonceforwai-d  exercised  in  lavour  of  zealous,  devout,  and  eivi/nfTc'ico/ 
ministers  1 

In  that  last  agly  epithet  lies  all  the  mischief.  '*  He  i?  not  a  Jan- 
senist,  may  it  pl(>a^  your  Majesty,  but  merely  an  atheist,"  was  onco 
accepted  aa  a  sufiicient  excuse  of  a  candidate  for  ro,>id  favoiir.  Ha 
ia  not  an  evangelical  clergyman,  but  merely  a  Parson  Tnilliber,  wasan 
nj^ually  successful  apnlog)'  with  the  dispensers  of  fume  and  pruniution 
In  the  last  ago.  Among  them  was  the  late  Bishop  Jebb,  who,  in  his 
]>OKthuniouB  correspondence,  indulges  in  sneers  on  the  gospeller  gf 
Cambridge,  as  cold  and  as  supercilious  as  if  he  had  himself  belonged 
to  the  Tnilliber  6i";hooI  of  divinity  ;  instead  of  b<:!ing,  as  ho  waa,  an 
eltgunt  iuquirtjr  into  the  curiosities  of  theological  literature.  So 
great  a  master  of  parallelisms  and  contrasts  might  liave  pcrcoiTed 
how  the  splendour  of  his  own  mitre  waiitd  V-fore  that  nobler  epis- 
copate to  which  Charles  Simeon  had  been  elevated,  as  in  primitiTe 
timca,  by  popular  acclamation.  His  diocese  ombrsocd  almost  eveir 
city  of  hia  native  land,  and  extended  to  many  of  the  remote  depend- 
encies whioh  then,  as  now,  she  held  In  subjection.  In  every 
oocleaiaatical  section  of  the  Empire  he  could  point  to  teachers  who 
levered  him  as  the  guidt.<  of  their  youth,  and  the  counsellor  of  their 
later  years.  In  his  fr^-fiuent  visitations  of  the  churchea  of  which  he 
was  the  patron  or  the  founder,  love  and  honour  waited  on  him.    His 
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infirmitiwiiSiftappBared,  orwereforgotlcn,  in  tho  majesty  of  ii  ohai-acter 
aniiimtetl  frrnu  early  youth  to  extmmo  old  a^e  by  such  pursuila  aB, 
we  an.'  taught  to  helievu,  are  most  in  Liirmoity  with  the  IJivine  will, 
and  inofti  rondueive  to  the  happiness  of  mankiud.  He  had  passed 
bis  long  lift'  in  tht)  niidiit  of  <xumr%  who  wanted  neitiier  the  disposi- 
tion nor  the  power  to  inflict  signal  chaatiseinnnt  upon  any  otTence 
wliich  oould  l>e  fastened  on  liim  ;  but  ho  descended  to  tho  grare  un- 
assailed  by  any  more  formidable  weapons  than  a  thick  and  conatant 
flight  of  hanoleAS  epigrania.  He  desoendod  thither  aniidftt  the  teara 
and  the  benedtctioxu  of  the  poor ;  aufl  with  such  t«stim«uiee  of 
estfiem  and  attachment  from  tho  IqiiiiciI,  as  Cambridge  ha«1  never 
before  rendered  even  to  the  most  iUufitrious  of  her  sons;  and  there 
he  was  laid  in  that  sure  and  certain  hope  on  which  ho  enabled  an 
almost  Luuxjlless  multituie  to  repose,  am^idst  the  wrwk  uf  this 
world's  pronudiAa,  and  in  the  grasp  of  their  last  and  most  dreaded 
enemy. 

\Miat  is  a  party,  political  or  rcliRious,  without  a  Review  t  A  hell 
swinging  without  a  f:lapper.  What  is  any  society  of  men,  if  not  ro- 
aiait«d  from  the  rising  generation  1  A  hive  of  neutral  Iwes.  J{e- 
viewlesB,  Clapbam  bad  searcely  been  known  beyond  herown  Cominun. 
Youthlese,  hor  niemor>'  had  nover  de^ieendtKl  to  tlie  pn»)<'[it  age.  Al> 
once  rapt  into  future  times,  and  thoughtful  of  her  own,  sho  atldrassed 
the  world  on  the  first  day  of  each  successive  month  through  tho 
oolumus  of  the  "  Christian  Observer  ; "  and  employed  the  pen  of  him 
OD  whom  her  hojies  most  fondly  rested,  to  conl'er  spleiidonr  and 
celebrity  on  i>ageu  nut  utlierwisu  very  alluring.  To  Mr  Macanlay  was 
ueifpiitd  the  anluoua  post  of  I/litor.  lie  ami  his  chief  omtributors 
exgoyed  tho  advantage,  permitted,  alas  !  to  how  few  of  their  tiibe,  of 
living  in  tlio  same  village,  and  meeting  daily  in  the  same  walks  or 
at  tlie  hiauv  table,  and  [ight«ning,  by  the  eommon  coumtcl,  tlie  caret 
of  that  fi'udal  sovereignty,  llie  most  asi^iduuus  in  doing  suit  and 
aervice  to  tho  Suserain  was  Henry  Thornton.  But  he  whose  homage 
was  most  highly  valued,  and  whose  fealtj'waaattofitod  by  thericheet 
offerings,  waa  tho  young,  the  much  loved,  and  the  much  hLnientod 
John  IkiwdltT. 

He  wm  the  scion  of  a  houao  singularly  happy  in  the  virtues  and 
talents  of  its  members  ;  and  was  hailed  by  the  unanimous  acclama- 
tion of  the  whole  of  that  circle  of  which  Mr  WUberforce  was  the 
centre,  as  a  man  of  genius,  piety,  and  learning,  who,  in  the  genem- 
tion  by  whJcli  Ihey  were  to  be  succeeded,  would  pros(«iite  their  own 
deaigiis  with  jmweni  far  superior  to  theim.  A  xejil  too  ardent  to  be 
entirely  iiidiscrvet,  which  guvelo  the  world  two  postlHiuiousvoIumca 
of  his  essays  in  verse  and  prose^  has,  unintentionally,  rufuted  6ucb 
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traditions  as  had  afisignod  to  him  a  pbce  among  philosophers,  nr 
pont.s,  or  dirinea.  And  yet  ao  rare  were  the  component  parte  of  liiu 
chiinuiter,  and  so  just  their  combination,  tkat.  but  for  hia  prema- 
tuttj  dc'ath,  tho  bright  aiigurieH  ul'  his  eurly  days  could  lianlly  have 
fiiiifd  of  their  accomplishment,  Ilii*  ccia-se  of  Ufe  waa,  indeed,  un- 
evflntful.  A  school  p<hiwition,  followisl  hy  the  usual  training  for  tho 
bar  J  a  brilliant,  thonjrh  brief  auccosA,  closed  by  an  untimely  death, 
complete  a  biography  which  has  been  that  of  multitudes.  Hut  the 
iuiorior  life  of  John  Boivdler,  if  it  could  V  faithfully  written,  would 
bo  a  rpcord  which  none  couJd  read  without  reverence,  and  few  with- 
out (wlf-rcpriMcb. 

To  those  who  lived  in  habitual  intercourse  with  him,  it  was  evident 
that  there  dwelt  on  his  mind  a  sense  of  eelf-dedication  to  some  high 
and  i-emute  objtiicl ;  uud  that  thu  pursuits,  which  are  a^  ultimate  emU 
to  ottiL-r  men,  wi:rw  but  as  subwjn'ient  means  to  him.  So  intent  was 
he  on  this  dc-sign,  &s  to  appear  incapnbln  of  fatigue,  frail  aa  were  Ma 
boilily  powfTH ;  and  as  to  be  unassailable  by  the  spirit  of  lenty, 
though  fertile  and  copious  in  dificouTso  almost  to  a  fault.  It  is  tho 
testimony  of  one  who  for  nearly  twelve  months  divided  with  him 
tlte  tiamo  naiTow  Study,  that  during  the  whole  of  that  perioii  he  waa 
never  beard  to  utter  an  idle  wonl,  nor  sren  to  jiass  an  idle  minnto. 
He  stood  aloof  fVom  all  common  familiar ilies,  yielding  his  affection 
to  a  very  few,  and,  to  the  rest,  a  courtesy  somewhat  reserved  and 
stately.  His  Irieuds  were  not  seldom  reminded  how  awful  goodness 
is,  as  they  watched  his  severe  self -disci  pUue,  and  listened,  not  with- 
out Bome  wandering  wishes  for  a  lighter  strain,  to  discourses,  didactic 
Tather  than  conversational,  in  which  he  was  ever  soanng  to  heights, 
and  wrestling  with  problems  imieeessiblc  to  themselves.  But  they 
felt  and  loved  the  moral  sublimity  of  a  devotion  so  pure  and  so  de- 
vout, to  purposes  the  mwt  exempt  from  aeilighuesa.  lliey  weps 
exulting  in  proHp*'Ct.>»  which  it  appeared  irrational  to  distrust,  and 
were  hailing  him  as  the  future  an^hitect  of  plans,  to  be  executed  or 
conceived  only  by  niimls  liko  his,  when,  from  the  darkness  which 
shrouds  the  eounselii  of  tlie  Omniscient,  went  forth  a  decree,  designed, 
as  it  might  seem,  at  oneo  to  rebuke  the  presumption  of  mortal  man, 
and  to  give  him  a  new  assunuice  of  his  immortality.  It  rent  asnndur 
ties  as  many  and  as  dear  as  ever  bonnd  to  this  earth  &  aoul  ripe  for 
translation  to  a  highei-  sphere  of  duty ;  and  waa  obeyed  with  an 
acquiescence  as  nteek  and  cheerful  as  ever  acknowledged  tho  real 
presence  of  fatherly  love  under  the  sevflrcr  forms  of  parental  discd- 
pliue.  His  jjrufomid  conviction  of  tlie  magnitude  of  the  trust,  and  of 
the  endowiueiita  confided  to  him,  was  really  justified  even  when 
Si-emiugly  defeated  by  the  event ;  for  it  showed  that  those  powois 


hail  "been  dcatinod  for  an  early  exerciwi  m  some  field  of  semco  com- 
mensumte  vith  the  holy  ardour  by  wliicb  bo  luul  been  c(>nsumod. 
Of  those  who  mot  roiunl  his  gmvo,  such  as  yet  live  are  now  in  iho 
wane  of  life ;  nor  is  it  probable  that,  in  tlieir  retroapect  of  many 
years,  any  one  of  thom  can  recall  a  name  mora  inseparably  allied  than 
that  of  John  Bowdler  to  all  that  tcochi^  the  vanity  of  the  hopes 
vhitih  terminate  in  this  world,  and  tlio  nu^jesty  of  ilio  hopes  which 
extend  beyond  it. 

And  thiLs  closes,  though  it  be  far  from  exhaiuted,  oar  chronicle 
of  the  worthies  of  Clapham,  of.  whom  it  may  be  said,  as  it  was  said 
of  those*  of  whom  the  world  waa  not  worthy,  ^^Tlicso  all  died  in 
faith."  With  but  very  few  e:[C6ptioD8,  they  hail  all  partaken  largely 
of  tliuse  sorrows  which  probe  the  inmost  heart,  and  excrcUc  its  for- 
titude to  the  utmost.  But  sweet,  and  not  le»  wise  than  sweet,  is 
Uie  song  ill  which  George  Herbert  ttjoches,  that  when  the  Creator 
had  Iteatowed  every  other  gift  on  hia  new  creature  man,  he  reserved 
K(«t  to  himself,  that  so  the  wearied  heart  in  search  of  that  last 
highest  blessing,  might  cheerfully  return  to  Him  who  made  it 
They  difd  in  the  faith  that  for  their  descendants,  at  no  remote 
period,  was  reserved  an  epoch  glorious,  though  probably  awful, 
beyond  all  former  i»xaniple.  It  waa  a  belifif  derived  from  the  inti- 
inations,  as  tliey  luiderstouil  them,  of  the  prophets  of  Israel ;  hut  it 
yrm  also  gathered  f^m  sources  which  to  many  will  aoem  better 
(intitled  to  such  confidence. 

Revolving  the  great  dramatic  action  of  which  this  earth  has  been 
the  scfue,  lliey  ^u^rt-eived  that  it  was  luajde  up  uf  a  protracted  con- 
flict between  light  and  darkne-ss.  They  saw  that,  ou  the  one  aide, 
Mcicnce  anil  reli^ou — on  the  other,  war  and  superstition — ^had 
been  the  great  agents  on  this  wide  theatre.  They  traced  a  general 
znovoment  of  evonla  towards  the  final  tritimph  of  good  over  evil  j 
but  oliserved  thai  this  tBiidt>m:y  was  thB  result  of  an  ull-4:oii trolling 
Providence,  wliich  htui  altiiost  uivariably  employed  the  bad  j>as6ion8 
of  man  iw  the  ivluetaut  inslnuiieiit«  of  the  Divine  mercy — sending 
forth  a  long  succession  of  conquortirs,  barbamua  or  civilised,  as  mis- 
aionaritffl  of  woe,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  heralds  of  peace.  They 
saw,  or  thoufjht  they  saw,  tliia  economy  of  things  dmwing  to  ita 
close.  Civilization  and,  in  name  at  least,  Christianity,  had  at  length 
possi'ssud  the  far  greater  and  nobler  regions  of  the  globe.  Goths 
and  Vandals  wore  now  the  foremoHt  amongst  the  tioLiona.  l^ven 
the  Scythians  had  liecome  members  of  a  vast  and  potent  monarchy. 
The  Ami's  had  again  token  refuge  in  tlieir  deserts.  If  Genghis  or 
Timour  should  rcaj^pear,  their  power  would  be  broken  against  the 
British  empire   of  ILindostau.      The    mightiest  of  warriors  had 
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triumphed  and  had  fallen ;  as  if  to  prove  hov  impTcgralile  ha 
become  the  barriers  of  the  TCuropeon  world   against  such  agproa-" 
6LOD9.     On  evoT}'  side  the  same  truth  was  proclaimed,  that  militozy 
subjugation   was  no  lunger  to   be  the   purifying  chastisement  of 
Clmstendnra. 

But  the  religion  of  Christ  was  conquering  and  to  conquer. 
Courting  and  exulting  in  the  light,  it  had  made  a  strict  alliance 
with  jiliilosophy — the  only  faith  which  could  ever  endure  such  an 
association.  jVmidst  the  imbecility'  and  dotagu  of  every  other  form 
of  belief  and  woi^liip,  it  alone  fiomiahed  in  perennial  youth  and 
indomitable  vigour.  If  anytliiug  in  ftiturity  could  be  certain,  it 
was  the  ultinmtr;  and  not  vcTy  remote  dominion,  over  the  whole 
earth,  of  the  faith  professed  by  every  nation  which  rtrtained  either 
wisdom  to  invcstigat*,  or  cnorgj-  to  act,  or  wealth  to  negotiate,  or 
power  to  interpose  in  the  questions  which  most  deeply  afl'ect  the 
entire  race  of  man.  If  any  duty  was  most  esjwcially  incumbent 
on  thoftc  who  exeroiftctl  an  inllueuce  in  tho  imtitmal  councils  of 
Enghuid,  it  was  that  of  contributing,  as  best  they  might,  to  speed 
onwards  tho  approa<?hing  catastrophe  of  human  aftairs — tho  groat 
fionaummation  whence  is  to  arise  that  new  era  with  which  creation 
travails  and  is  in  birth,  which  poets  have  sung  and  prophets  fore- 
told, and  which  shall  ju-stify  to  the  wurlil.  iintl  [M'rhape  to  other 
worlds,  all  that  Christians  believe  of  the  sacriticp,  surpa*fsing  thought 
and  language,  made  for  tho  deliverance  and  the  exaltation  of  num- 
kind. 

'UHien  such  thoughts  as  these  force  themselves  on  the  German 
minil,  it  forthwith  soars  towanls  the  unapproachable,  and  indites 
the  unutterable,  MHien  the  practical  Engliphmau  is  the  eiibj(«t  of 
them,  ho  I)i*takp-8  hinistrlf  to  form  societies,  to  collect  subsimptions, 
to  circulate  books,  to  send  forth  teachers,  to  build  platforms,  and 
to  afllict  his  neiglibours  by  an  eloquence  of  which  one  is  t*>mpt4>d 
to  wish  that  it  were  iwdly  unuttemljle.  Such  was  the  eflect  of  these 
bright  anticipations  on  the  Clapham  mind — au  eflect  pereeptible  iu 
many  imich  iR'tter  things,  but,  among  the  rest,  in  much  equivocal 
orator^'-,  and  in  at  Ipast  one  great  etfort  of  arcIiit<'ctUTe. 

Midway  between  the  Ablicy  of  Westminstifr  and  the  Church  of 
the  Knights  Templars,  twin  columns,  emulating  thnsp  nf  lIcrcnIcA, 
fling  their  long  shadows  across  the  strait  thrr-ngh  which  the  far-re- 
sounding Strand  poura  the  full  current  of  human  existence  into  the 
deep  recesses  of  h'xeter  Hall  Borne  on  that  impetuous  tide,  the 
mediterranean  waters  lift  up  their  voice  in  a  waselosa  swell  of  exult- 
ing or  pathetic  dpi:lnniati(m.  Tho  changeful  strain  riw«  with  the 
civilisation  of  A&ica,  or  becomes  plaintive  over  tho  wrongs  of 
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chunnfty-boyi,  or  poalii  anftthcmtts  apninrt  tho  succeasora  of  Peter, 
or  in  rich  diajHison  calls  oa  the  PrutesUmt  Churches  to  wako  and 
evangelise  the  world.  No  hard  taak  to  diacora  here  the  cQUsea 
eorrttjjiw  elogtumliui  J  If  t)ie  similes  of  Liir.iaa  or  of  Butlyr  hover 
near  that  elevated  stagB,  how  readily  mnst  they  detect  the  anU- 
trype»  of  Pcregrinua  or  of  Kalpho !  Criticise,  for  there  is  uo  lack 
of  extravagance  Laugh,  for  there  is  no  stint  of  affectation.  Yet 
refuse  not  to  believe,  tljat,  grotesque  aa  her  ospe^^t  may  occoFiionaUy 
be,  Exeter  Hall  haa  a  history,  a  doctrine,  and  a  prophecy,  of  no 
common  significance. 

Of  that  hifttory,  the  preceding  pages  may  afford  some  general 
intimation.  Tin;  doctrine  is  that  of  on  aU-emhracing,  all-endaring 
charity— embracing  every  human  interest,  enduring  much  hiUQan 
infirmity.     The  prophecy  is  a  higher  and  more  arduous  theme. 

It  ia  a  prophetical  age.  We  have  Nominaltftts  who.  from  the 
mono»ylUblo  "Church,''  educe  a  long  lino  of  sliadowy  forms,  here- 
after to  arise  and  reign  on  Epietcopal  or  patrian;bul  thront^s — and 
Rcaliats,  who  foresee  the  moral  regeneration  of  the  land  by  m<*aiLs  of 
union  workhouses,  of  emigrant  slups,  or  of  mechanics'  in.stitute»— 
and  Medirevals,  who  promise  the  return  of  Astnea  in  the  persona  of 
Bede  anil  Hantard  redtn'W — and  Mi  Carlyle,  who  oflere  most  elo- 
quent vowa  tor  the  reappearance  of  the  heroea  '^rho  are  to  set  all 
thinga  right — and  profound  intrrprctnrs  of  tbn  .\pocalyp8o,  who  dis- 
cover the  woes  impending  over  England  in  chastisement  of  the  im- 
piety which  move<l  Lord  Melbourne  to  introduce  Mr  (!)\ven  to  the 
Queen  of  England.*  In  the  midst  of  all  these  predictions,  Exeter 
Hall  also  propln-^ies.  As  to  the  events  which  are  coming  upon  us, 
ahe  adopts  the  theory  of  her  Claphamic  progenitor.  In  iwliicing  that 
theory  to  practice,  she  is  almost  as  much  a  Socialist  as  Mr  Owen 
himscll  I'he  moral  regeneration  which  she  foretells  is  to  be  brought 
about  neither  by  church,  by  workhouse,  by  monk,  by  hero,  nor  by 
the  purifying  of  St  James's.  She  believes  in  the  continually  de- 
creasing power  of  individual,  and  the  as  constantly  augmenting  power 
of  associated,  minds.  She  looks  on  the  age  as  chflract«^ri8c«»l  by  a 
nearcT  approach  tluin  was  ever  known  before  to  inteltcct^ial  e^^uality. 
But  Exeter  Uall  ia  no  croaker.     Her  tempemment  is  an  sanguine  as 

•  Onr  of  the  stranpc  bteiniKticfl  in  a  work  rerj  latclv  published  by  the  Her.  E. 
B.  RlliotL,  under  the  titip  of  Horo'  Apocatyptica—^  Sook  ot  profound  Iciu-iiiiig, 
sinitular  iagt^nuitj,  nod  almost  bewitcbiog  inicr&#t, 

'  *a  *  Tli«  v««n  vhich  hato  elapsed  unce  the  preceding'  Dole  wu  written,  hara 
UMrtniiied  that  society  at  lare«  btu  raoct  cordiallv  acknowledged  the  cbarm  to 
wbirh  it  rofcn— ft  fact  wbieb  the  Hi<toriaD  of  the  Clnpham  Sect  must  record  with 
■onte  eiuliBtion,  u  Mr  Elliult  bimsclf  was  bred  up  ic  th*t  frttturoitj,  aad  ia  one 
of  tbc  moft  eminent  mcmbe-n  of  it  lq  Lba  second  gencratios. 
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har  elwpipnice.  Ennmeratfl  to  hpr  tho  long  list  of  illustriona  men 
who,  while  M:arcely  "beyond  tli(;ir  boyhood,  hod,  nt  tho  commence- 
ment of  this  century,  reached  the  highest  eminence  in  every  path  to 
distductioD  ;  and  point  out  to  bor  the  impossibility  of  selecting  now, 
from  those  who  have  yet  to  complete  their  furtieth  Bummer,  any 
four  names,  the  Inaa  of  ■which  would  be  deplored  by  any  art,  or 
science,  or  calling  in  use  amongst  us  j — and,  in  despite  of  Oxford, 
and  Young  England,  and  Mr  Ciirlyle,  Exeter  Hall  makes  answer— 
*'  So  much  tho  bett«r.  The  sense  of  separate  wealcneBs  is  the  secret 
of  collective  strength,"  Ours  is  the  age  of  societies.  For  the 
ledres*  of  every  oppression  that  is  done  under  the  sun,  thore  ia  a 
public  weeting.  l''or  the  cure  of  evcTy  Borrow  by  which  our  land 
or  our  rap.R  cmn  be  TisttfHl,  there  nro  pntron-s,  vico-presidents,  and 
Bccretories.  For  the  ditTusiou  of  ever}*  blessing  of  which  mankind 
can  partake  in  common,  tbew  iaa  committee.  Tliat  confederacy  which, 
when  ppiit  iij)  witliin  tlie  narrow  limits  of  Cliiphain,  jocosb  men  in- 
vidiously called  a  "  Sect "  is  now  spreading  through  tlie  habitable 
globe.  Tlio  Hay  is  not  distant  wlipn  it  will  asRinuethe  form,  and  be 
bailed  by  tho  glorious  title,  of  *'  The  Univeisal  Church." 

Happy  and  animating  hopes  !  Who  would  destroy  them  if  ho 
could?  i«ng  may  tliey  warm  many  au  boueat  bosom,  and  quicken 
into  actinty  many  an  otherwise  sluggish  tamper  1  Tlie  true  Clap- 
hamitc  will  know  how  to  ecparato  the  pure  ore  of  troth  from  tlio 
dross  of  nonfiense  to  which  the  prophets  of  his  time  give  uttetnnce, 
lie  will  find  s}Tnpathy  for  most,  and  indulgence  fur  all,  of  the  schcmca 
oi'  benevolence  which  surroiuid  him.  Like  the  founders  of  hid  sect, 
he  will  rt^joice  in  the  progress  and  prospects  of  their  cause  j  nor  will 
he  abandon  his  creed,  howevoT  unpopular  it  may  lie  made  by  the  pre- 
sumption, or  liowever  ridiculous  by  the  follies,  of  some  of  the  weaker 
brethien  by  whom  it  baa  been  adopted. 
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Tbk  autliOT  of  the  **  Katnral  History  of  Enthasiasm  "  has  putib'sheil 
Bi&ny  books  ftinco  the  appoaronce  of  that  iiom  which  he  takffs  tho 
title  of  his  literary  pecn^:e.  All  of  them  have  the  indelible  dye 
and  impress  of  h^  own  peculiar  feelings^  taetes,  and  iancios.  No 
nun  is  Ices  choigeable  with  eelf-conccit^  yet  he  can  scarcely  write 
a  paragraph  which  does  act  bear  the  stamp  of  his  own  distinctive 
pyrsonality.  In  each  of  hia  Tolumos  he  has  drawn  his  own  por- 
tniit.     He  c^mea  forth  from  hia  study  in  the  character  of  a  grave 

.and  learned  teacher,  but  Immediately  becomes  a  familiar  acquaint- 

\ince,  a  member  of  any  foniily  circle  into  which  he  enters. 

If  the  hieturian  of  Eulhusiasm  be  as  prudent  as  be  is  wise,  he 
will  bequeath  to  the  world  his  own  biography.  If  not,  it  will  be 
compiled  at  hazard  from  the  materials  of  which  he  has  thus  given 
to  the  world  so  large  a  store.  Some  future  Daniel  De  Foe  wiJl  put 
together  "  Memoirs  of  a  late  celobmtod  AuLlior,  written  by  himself, 
and  lately  discovered  among  his  papers."  Soma  Cuil  or  Xonson 
will  be  found  to  vouch  for  the  authenticity  of  the  narrative.  The 
hero  of  it  will  by  that  time  liave  passed  out  of  his  present,  or  planetary 
■bode,  into  the  solar  sphere,  which  his  physical  theory  of  h  future 
state  assigns  as  a  future  dwelling-place  to  those  who  have  faithfully 

I  discharged  the  duties  committed  to  them  on  earth.  The  oi^gans  of 
eight,  which  he  in  thent  to  ei\joy,  will  enalile  him  to  cast  an  ooca- 
fiional  glance  over  the  works  and  ways  of  this  poor  eatellitei  and  to 
ruu  over  the  whole  literature  of  one  of  our  terrestrial  years  as  a  sub- 
lunary reader  glides  tlirough  his  newspaper.     Even  in  that  exalted 

I  atate,  his  equanimity  may  [mrhape)  fail  liim,  as  ho  deciphers  tho 
posthumous  and  mendacious  stoiy  of  his  mundane  parentage,  educa- 
tion, pursuits,  and  employments. 

The  fabuUftt,  however,  will  not  he  quite  without  excuse.  It  is  a 
natural  and  au  hone«t  wish  to  know  something  about  a  writer,  in 
whoso  company  hour  after  hour  has  tiown  away  so  pleasantly,  lix 
the  abaence  of  truth,  fiutiou  may,  however  impexfectly»  minister  to 
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this  want.  It  inny  dolinpjito  the  author  as  ho  appears  in  his  hooVa 
il'nnt  as  hi*  at'tuaUy  apposirud  umuiig  his  asauciatcK.  It  will  ereab 
opportiiuJtiua  far  tlimwitig  out  a  jinlgniont  on  those  books  with 
givater  cai^c  aud  freedom  tlian  in  n  more  didactic  method  ;  and  if 
the  |-i8eiid"-hingrftphpr  slioiild  happen  to  have  a  heart  to  love  what 
i3  amiable,  and  to  revare  wliat  is  exalted,  in  his  intellectual  supe- 
rioi-s,  his  rimiance  would  enable  lum  to  give  expression  to  such  f(^eI- 
in^,  without  iho  cuiburi-assmeut  wtiicb  besets  a  deliberate  and 
formal  eulofost. 

Will  it  thou  bo  an  nniwrdonablo  liberty,  if,  while  our  teauher 
fitill  lives  to  lulovn  this  lower  world,  and  labours  to  improve  it,  we 
venture  to  take  such  a  conjectural  survey  of  his  life  as  raay  ho 
deduced  from  his  writingg,  and  such  a  gur\-tty  of  his  writings  as  may 
be  suggcjstt'd  by  the  apparent  course  and  habits  of  his  life?  A. 
temper  so  frank  and  kindly  u*  hie,  will  not  ver^'  sternly  rebuke  the 
effrontery  of  assuming  his  person,  and  writing  in  his  clmracler, 
-wiihont  the  slightest  personal  acquaintance  with  himself  and  his 
affairs.  But  even  tlie  pain  of  such  a  rebuke  would  he  tolerable, 
if.he  should  ha  furtlier  provoked  to  subatitute  a  true  and  gennino 
for  the  following  imaginary  autobiography. 


One  of  those  seemingly  motionleae  rivers  which  wind  their  way 
through  the  undulating  surface  of  tlie  south  of  England,  swoops 
round  the  outskirts  of  a  long  succession  of  buildings,  half  town, 
half  village,  wht-re  the  meanness  of  the  wattled  cottages  is  reUeved 
by  the  usual  neiglibourhood  of  structures  of  greater  dignity — the 
tnoated  grange — the  mansion  house,  pit-rced  by  lines  of  high  narrow 
windows — the  square  towe-r  of  the  church  struggling  through  a 
cop*B  of  elm  trees — the  grey  parsonage,  where  the  conscn'ative 
rector  uieditatee  his  daily  newspaper  and  his  weekly  discourse^tbe 
barn-fashioned  meeting-house,  coeval  with  the  accession  of  the 
House  of  Hanover — and  near  it  the  decent  residence  in  which,  since 
that  aaspicious  era,  have  dwelt  the  successive  pastors  of  that  non* 
conformist  flock,  fanning  a  generous  spirit  of  reaistanco  to  tyranti^ 
now  to  be  encountered  only  in  imagination,  or  in  the  reoords  of 
times  long  since  passed  away. 

In  the  close  of  the  last  century  my  father,  a  miM  and  venerable 
man,  ruled  his  household  in  that  modest  though  not  uiioman^euteii 
abode  ;  for  there  might  be  seen  the  solemn  porlraita  of  tlip  original 
GonfeMors  of  dissent^  with  many  a  relic  commemontive  of  their  suf- 
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ferings  and  their  worth.  With  th«Bo  were  contrasted  the  ItRhter  and 
curious  eml>ellisbmcnta  whicli  attest  the  prittwiico  of  rttined  habits, 
femalo  tute,  anil  ilnmeBtic  cumcord.  There  also  were  drawn  uji  in 
deep  files  tho  works  and  the  biographies  of  the  puritan  divines,  fmm 
Thomaa  Carhrright.  tho  great  antagoniiit  of  \\1iit|;ritt,  to  ]VIutthpw 
Fool,  who,  in  Lis  Synopsis  Criticomm,  vindicated  the  claims  of  tho 
ejected  ministfrs  to  profound  biblii-al  learning.  This  veteran  bat- 
talion was  dnnkiMl  by  a  comiwny  of  lighter  trnoiw,  driifled  from  the 
polite  literature  of  a  more  frivolous  age.  Rinh  in  these  treasiiroet 
and  in  the  happy  family  with  whom  he  sharijii  them,  the  good  man 
would  fhide  or  smile  away  such  clouds  as  chequered  his  habitual 
composure,  when  those  little  nameie^  courtesioa,  so  pleasantly  ex- 
changed between  ei]uals,  were  dncUued  by  the  tUj^nifiwl  incumbent, 
or  were  accepted  with  elaborate  condescension  by  the  wealthy 
squire.  Nor  could  the  democratic  sway  of  the  ruling  eldcn,  sufirf-nio 
over  the  tinancea  and  the  discipline  of  the  chapel,  draw  from  him 
an  audible  sigh,  even  when  his  delicate  sense  was  writhing  under 
wounds  imperceptible  to  their  coarser  vision.  He  had  deliheratoly 
made  hia  choice,  and  was  content  to  pay  the  accustomed  penaUtes. 
Though  denounced  as  a  sectarian,  he  was  at  heart  a  Catholic,  gener- 
ous enough  to  feci  that  the  infloK-nce  of  i^otiic  of  hifi  neigbbotirs,  aud 
the  mlgarity  of  others,  were  rather  tho  accidents  of  their  position 
than  the  vices  of  their  character,     tsuch  vexntioaa  as  these  were 

_  beneath  the  rcgan.1  of  him,  who  maintained  in  the  villuge  the  sacred 
ttiise  for  which  martvrs  hjid  aacriticefl  life  with  all  its  enjoyments;, 

■  and  who  deaigiiftd  to  train  up  hi.s  »on  to  the  same  honmuabla 
sflTvico,  howtrver  Ul-requited  by  the  distinctions  or  by  the  riches  of 
this  transitory  world. 

1'hat  hope,  howenrer,  was  not  to  be  fulfilled.     I  hud  been  edu* 

lUted  under  the  eye  of  my  father,  ond  had  derived  from  him  all  my 
aentary  acquaintance  with  ancient  and  modern  languages,  with 

^tbeolngy,  and  wth  physical  and  moral  science.  I  had  early  learnt 
to  vt<nerate  his  magnanimity  and  his  devotion,  and  had  derivod  from 
him  bis  own  thirst  for  knowledge.  But  hia  freedom  of  thought  was 
an  inaliouable  part  of  my  intellectual  patrimony.  It  was  not  in  my 
nature  to  receive  my  opinions  by  inheritance.  Whether  they  wero 
right  or  wTong,  they  were  my  own ;  acquired,  not  by  descent  fnum 
any  one,  bat  by  severe  and  pn^tracted  labours. 

I  have  studied  and  drawn  the  characters  of  too  many  men,  to 
have  Ijecn  a  careless  student  of  my  own.  I  have  invent<;d  too  many 
physiological  theories,  not  to  have  one  at  hand  for  the  interpretation 
of  whaturer  is  peculiar  in  mysel£  My  habitxml  introspection  hat* 
loade  me  more  than  half  a  convert  to  the  docti-ine  of  the  duality  of 
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the  liuman  soul — the  doctrine,  that  is,  that  each  of  the  two  lohesof 
the  brain  ia  inhabited  by  a  distinct  person — that  what  we  call  a 
soliloquy,  is  nothing  else  than  a  dialojiiie  between  them — that  the 
internal  conflict  between  the  new  Adam  and  the  old,  is  no  raota- 
phoi  or  allcgorj-,  but  a  diy  matter  of  fact— that  a  good  or  a  wiaa 
man  is  one,  iu  forming  whose  vuIitiLtns  the  healthy  uiJe  of  the 
crnnium  is  habitually  triumphant — a  knave  or  a  fool,  one  in  whom 
such  volitions  are  for  the  most  part  formed  ou  the  op]>osite  or  dis- 
eased aide. 

By  the  aid  of  this  hypothesis,  I  am  ftbla  to  explain  the  absence 
of  all  apparent  affinity  between  the  elements  of  which  my  nature 
■was  originally  coraposetL  It  was  as  though  the  8{>nsilivB  plant  Iisd 
been  grafted  on  the  I^^orwcgian  pino,  or  as  if  a  Spartan  soldier  had 
been  enthralled  by  the  Idylls  of  Theocritus,  or  as  if  an  anchorite 
bad  devoted  himself  to  the  imitation  of  the  cosmetic  Earl  of 
Chesterfield.  I  shrank  from  the  rude  iamiliarities  of  the  world, 
whUo  impatient  for  the  world's  applause.  I  was  a  woi-sliipper  of 
boar  antiquity,  and  yet  a  libertine  in  the  exercise  of  my  own  un- 
fettered judgment  At  ono  time  I  braced  my  nerves  for  controTeiiiy, 
and  at  another  relaxed  them  in  romantic  dreams.  I  buried  myself 
in  BolituJu  to  fathom  the  mysteries  of  my  own  nature,  and  then. 
revealed  my  discoveries  in  a  stylo  like  that  of  the  mont  fashJouabld 
Irish  oratory.  I  grew  np  to  manhood  with  a  philanthropy  as 
fastidious  as  it  was  ardent.  My  passion  for  books  was  alternately 
my  di'light  and  my  torture.  I  narrowly  escaped,  in  my  youthiU, 
days,  producing  a  poem,  in  which  the  styles  of  Juvenal  and  of 
Tibullus  would  have  been  reconciled  vriih  each  other,  as  a  kind  of 
compromise  between  the  robust  au'l  indignant  inmate  of  one  half  of 
my  brain,  and  the  delicate  and  sentimental  genius  who  possessed  the 
other  half. 

In  the  midst  of  this  cerebral  war,  the  necessity  which  cornea  to 
&U  had  come  to  me,  of  choosing  a  profession.  The  choice,  indeed^ 
seemed  made  to  my  hauiL  I  had  been  a  theologian  &om  my 
Itoyhood,  why  not  a  teacher  of  Tlieologj'  ?  Tlie  ecclesiastical  polity 
of  the  Protestant  disacntora  possessed  my  earliest  sympatliies.  R^ 
most  mature  convictions  had  embraced  their  religious  flyslera. 
Why  not,  then,  mount  the  roatnim  of  my  forefathers,  and,  like 
them,  sustain  the  interests  and  inculcate  the  doctrines  of  the  least 
prosperous  of  the  churches  of  my  native  land  t  So,  indeed,  re- 
solved the  Self  inhabiting  one  of  the  phrenological  hemispheres 
witliin  me.  But  the  rtsulntion  was  ultimately  revoreod  by  the 
RuperioT  energy  of  the  Self  who  reigned  over  the  opposite  heml- 
sphero. 


TBB  BlSTOBIAir  OT  BHTBUBIASM. 


T  bocamo  an  entliufliaFtic  sfnd^nt  of  Dtniiit)*.  Afy  nrtlonr  grew 
with  my  tarly  prngress  in  tlif*t^  rfjic-arclKa.  "  (tloriotis  Kt-ieuce  I  "  I 
exclsinu'd  ;  '*  the  Bulwtraliim  of  all  Bcic.nces !  tho  pcrfuction  of 
liuniau  knowlclgo  I  iha  theme*  of  the  ncblcst  uit^UtvU  which  hava 
appeared  anioiig  the  children  of  men  !  the  dorti-uie  which  has  the 
happiness  of  mankind  for  its  oliject,  and  whkh,  even  tu  itji  moat 
alwttnisc  and  suhtle  fonns,  is  atill  culminating  towards  untvennd 
lore,  and  pointing  to  the  abodi^  of  the  blciwcd  !  "  Alas  !  for  the 
lllusioua  of  the  Uhrary  !  ^'ut  more  weary  to  the  soul  of  the  fainting 
traveller  is  the  huming  desert  which  the  mirage  had  so  lately  adorned 
with  vprdinit  fields  and  limpid  waters,  than  is  many  a  barn-n  waste 
of  leiiming  to  the  soul  of  him  to  whom,  when  viewed  from  aomo 
Pisgah  of  the  imn^iuatton,  it  had  appeared  as  a  laml  tlowing  with 
milk  ami  honey,  the  glor}'  of  all  lands. 

In  my  theological  Inquiries,  I  had  L'untem plated.  Chrietianitj  as  ft 
sy-ttt'iii  of  truths  to  li«  hiirmotiit^ed,  as  a  rodH  of  ohIigiitimiA  to  be 
enioi-ct^i,  and  as  a  succession  of  events  to  Iw  devfcloi>ed.  I  com- 
menwd  with  an  earnc-st  and  devout  examination  of  the  sacred 
writings,  and  could  have  rejoiced  to  rest  for  ever  within  thiwe  green 
pasturefi,  and  beside  those  waters  uf  comfoTt.  But  I  soon  perccirod 
that  he  wlio  would  derive  frum  that  hallowed  source  lights  to  guide 
the  feet  of  others  into  the  paths  of  life,  must  borrow  the  moans  of 
illuminating  the  inspired  itigi-s  from  the  intoliuclual  stores  of  un- 
inspired men.  Nothing  more  casj-  than  to  despise  and  nogleet 
inttTi>ret«ra.  Nothing  less  possible  than  to  advance  a  step  without 
inteipretalion.  Divine  knowledge  presupposes  human  knowledge, 
'Without  logic,  criticism,  languages,  and  (in  the  widest  sense  of  the 
woni)  history^  the  Bible  is  a  sealed  book ;  unless,  indeed,  it  be 
opuned  by  the  aid  of  miracle.  T  was  neither  so  indolent  nor  so  pre- 
Bumptuoua  as  to  suppose  that,  by  the  mere  bounty  of  nature,  I  poe- 
see^ed  witliin  myself  all  tho  necessary  aids  for  the  right  undenitiinding 
of  Moses  and  of  Isaiah,  of  Luke  and  of  PauL  From  those  iuililliblo 
teochnrB  I  passed,  though  nut  without  many  an  anxious  ioruboding, 
to  Kusebius  and  Fleury,  to  Augustin  and  Luther. 

Lannchud  on  thi*  troubled  sea,  how  fearful  were  the  disclosures 
forced  upon  me  !  If  the  annals  of  the  world  are  but  the  records  of 
crime  and  suffering,  tho  clironicles  of  the  Church  have  but  little 
more  alluring  to  reveal.  How  rapid  the  decline  from  tho  apostolic 
jnodcda-^how  early  the  growth  of  the  meanest  suponatilions  ! — how 
«wifl  the  triumplui  of  spiritual  despotism  I — bow  intimate,  even  in 
the  tiret  agerf,  tho  allianoe  of  the  perverted  Gosjiel  with  the  logo- 
machies of  GR'oiau  ])hilosophy,  and  llie  jin'fune  mysteries  of  he^lherx 
vOTsliip,  aud  the  |>ollutioiui  of  pagan  idohtry  !    .iVnd,  as  the  turbid 
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stream  descended  to  lower  eraa,  how  sadly  was  I  conairained  i^ 
Tocogime  a  real  tfaongh  deplorable  refonuation  even  in  the  establisb- 
mont  of  Uie  Papfujy,  and  a  meriied  chastiscmeut  of  tlm  foul  crimes 
of  ChrisUjndum  by  lUu  ewoni  of  Mahuuuned  aud  his  followers,  and 
by  the  hordes  who,  under  the  bunners  of  Aiaric  and  Attila,  of 
Genseric  and  Odoacer,  desolated  the  Latin  Churchca.  I  saw  the 
long  night  of  mediacTal  darkneaa  yield  at  length  to  the  dayspring 
iirom  on  high — a  day  too  soon  to  be  overcast  by  pei-secutions  which 
the  Cffisars  would  have  abhorred,  aud  by  wars  euvonomed  by  the 
bitterest  reUgioug  animosities,  until  the  combatants  at  lejigth  laid 
down  their  arnia— the  Catholics  to  subside  into  a  licentious  intidoUty, 
the  ProteaUiQUt  tu  yield  up  the  soul  to  Alauunun,  under  the  shelter 
'  of  a  lifeless  orthodoxy,  or  of  a  merely  human  philosophy. 

From  c(.>uti.iiuphitiug  the  Bjwculative  erronj  aud  the  practical 
misdeeds  of  the  great  multitmle  who,  in  former  ages,  had  called  and 
professed  themselves  Christians,  I  turned  aside  to  survey  the  li\'ijig 
societies  who  worship  in  that  sacred  name,  not  doubting  that  among 
them  1  should  hnd  the  image  of  that  ^ew  Jerusalem  which  it  was 
permitted  to  the  Trophft  to  see  descending  out  of  heaven.  AVith 
this  hopu  I  lirst  applied  myself  to  the  periuital  of  the  works  of  their 
doctors.  I  did  not,  indeed,  suppose  that,  in  this  modem  theohigical 
liU.'^rature,  1  should  meet  with  any  of  those  prodigies  of  tndufitry  and 
genius  which  bad  been  produced  by  the  fathers  of  the  Anglican 
Church,  and  by  the  original  Puritans.  But  I  knew  that  I  should 
discover  in  them  the  spirit  of  my  own  age ;  that  aU-controlling 
power,  tlie  dominion  of  which  none  may  escape  ;  and  wldch,  iu  my 
future  calling,  it  would  be  inevitable  that  1  should  myself  obey.  To 
appreciate  the  theology  of  my  own  timL-a,  as  impressed  on  the  writ^ 
iiiga,  or  OS  breathing  in  the  discourses,  of  my  contcmpunirit>8,  was 
therefore  to  see,  by  anticipation,  the  general  londency  and  workings 
of  my  own  mind,  when  I  should  ha  subsequently  numbered  among 
the  ministttrs  of  the  everlasting  GospeL 

It  was  no  attractive  prospect  In  voLn  I  looked  around  for  any 
profound  investigations  into  the  inteiior  sense,  and  into  the  gcnuinu 
readings  of  the  sacred  text.  I  could  meet  with  no  interprotera  of 
the  conuetilion  between  the  recent  developments  of  philosophy  and 
science,  and  thaw  progroseive  revulutions  of  truth  which  have  pro- 
ceeded irom  God  to  man.  llie  miues  of  Church  History  lay  iibon- 
doned  and  unwronght.  Nothing  was  undertaken,  either  to  snstuin 
the  foundations  or  to  delineate  the  sjinmetiy  of  the  vast  fabric 
of  Christian  doctrine.  Nor  was  any  fresh  ground  broken  up  cm 
the  wide  hold  of  murals,  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  an  age  proUtic 
iu  political  aud  social  changes,  and  with  eveiy  such  chtuige  giving 
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birtti  to  problemSi  hitherto  UQexptaiiied,  of  national  and  of  pereonal 
duty. 

But  while  seeking  in  TBin  umonp  my  contcmpoturioa  fur  guides 
or  companions  in  such  studiw,  1  was  coustraintii  to  eucouuler  on. 
every  side  the  ill-fuvourwl  demon  of  religious,  or  nithtr  of  eccle- 
siaeticftl  controversy.  AMion  I  ivould  have  scaled  tho  hcif^htn  of 
divine  knowli><lgc,  I  waa  called  away  to  listen  to  some  acrimonious 
dispute  upon  the  righta,  the  wynilKjla,  and  the  gnvemment  uf  Chris- 
tian societies.  From  the  cele^stiul  path  which  I  desired  to  ascend, 
tho  din  of  such  debates  would  continually  drag  me  down,  to  witness 
and  lament  the  mean  jealousies,  the  petty  piibsions,  and  the  diatn-  { 
genuous  artitices  of  earthly  disputants. 

Gcnomtinng  long  since  pa.<uied  away,  har!  transmitted  to  the 
generation   to  which  I  mystdf  belonged,  the  interminable  strife 

(lietwecn  tho  hierarchy  of  the  KLizabethun  and  the  democracy  of  the 
Pnritau  churches.  The  rHlui:taiit  hut  inevitjihle  attention  whirh  I 
beetoweil  on  this  here<litary  feud,  contributed  to  my  belief  in  the 
duahty  of  my  own  nutura  War  waa  declared  within  me  l«ctww.n 
my  judgment  and  my  imagination.  To  the  advocates  of  disseut  I 
awarded  the  praise  of  maintaining  the  better  cause,  and  of  support- 
ing it  with  the  weightier  reasons.  To  their  antagouisU  I  assigned 
tho  merit  of  conducting  the  war  of  words  with  the  greater  dignity, 
or,  shall  I  aay,  with  less  repulsive  qucnilousness.  Sophistry  and 
rancour  can  assume  a  not  ungraceful  veil,  and  put  on  many  specious 
disguises,  when  associated  with  wealth  and  rank  and  other  social 
diMinctions.  The  asperities  of  my  own  party  could  boast  of  no  such 
embellishments.  The  e]nscoj>a]  cliarge  and  the  cougn>gational 
pampldotf  emulated  each  other  in  bittcnie«s  and  wrong.  Hut  in  the 
courteous  composure  with  which  he  inflit;tcd  pain,  the  oiivautago 
was  ever  on  the  side  of  the  mitred  bcUigeront.  My  conscience, 
indeed,  condemned  alike  either  form  of  malevolenoe  ;  but  my  taste 
was  lar  more  grievutisly  oflfendeil  by  the  aspect  it  bore  among  the 
advocates  of  my  own  system.  The  asoenduut  power  could  affect  to 
be  compassionate  and  serene.  Tlie  depressed  body  could  not  cease 
to  be  sore  and  acrimonions.  A  dissenter  is  seldom  disposed,  and  Is 
~  Btill  more  rarely  permitted,  to  forget  that  he  w  a  dissenU-r.  Tho 
habitual  sense  of  Ts-roug  is  among  the  most  unamiable  and  nnallur- 
ing  of  the  tempera  w^th  which  man  is  afflicted. 

Quitting  the  arena  in  which  the  polemics  of  the  nineteeath 
century  fought,  I  tumwi  to  the  temples  in  which  they  assembled. 
Even  there,  alas  1  raged  the  conflict  within  me,  or  rather  between 
the  inmate  of  the  one  loin?  of  my  brain,  who  judi'Mally  appnived, 
and  the  iuluiUlaat  of  the  other  lobe^  who  fastidiously  disliked, 
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the  services  in  which  I  joiiie«J.  la  the  a«semblies  of  those  among 
whom  I  proposti*!,  ut  some  future  time,  trt  miniet^r,  my  thotigliU 
fvotild  wiihiIlt  from  the  parsimonious  simplitiity  of  their  sar-red 
edifit-cs,  from  the  obtrusive  prominont-e  of  the  leaders  of  their 
irorahip,  ami  from  thtir  isolation  iu  the  great  Chiistiim  common- ' 
wealth,  to  those  aii^ust  wmumiuions  where  the  priesthoods  of  earth. 
tiymliolise  the  hierarchies  of  ht^ven  ;  vhere  the  8iKces90i^  in 
unbroken  ]ini?age  from  the  apostles,  yet  minister  at  their  altars  ; 
where  the  cryeds  and  the  collecla  of  tho  first  confoMors  of  the  faith 
still  riiio  as  iuconso  at  those  vouerahle  shrines,  and  wheru  alone  can 
thrive  those  Bev«re  but  unobtroaivo  graces  which,  hare  an  exact 
^ubnritinittion  of  ranks  for  their  indispezuable  basis.  From  the 
long-dniMTi  prayer,  otFered,  in  no  blest  cadence,  beneath  a  roof 
raised  as  in  utti;r  scorn  of  arehit^jctiire,  fancy  would  allnn;  ran  away 
to  listen  to  the  chaut  of  some  ancient  liturgy,  floating  down  the 
fretted  uialoa  of  some  cruciform  cathedral ;  and  truth  would  extort 
from  me  the  acknowleilgniont  tlmt  the  ascf-nt  of  the  human  aoul  to 
tlie  fountain  of  being,  domaudeil  other  aids  than  ai-e  to  bo  fonud 
amon^^'  tlioso  who  m«!ttaure  their  appi^oai-h  ttj  pci-fcction  by  their  dis- 
tance from  the  models  whicli,  during  lilleeu  centuries,  had  been  ro- 
verenced  throughout  the  universal  church. 

But  as  in  the  Priiiiitivi»,  so  iti  tho  Frutestant  churehea,  tho  Pulpit 
was  tho  stronghold  and  chief  buttreiw  of  the  faith  ;  and  to  the  pidpit 
I  resolvod  to  address  my  mast  assiduous  attention,  convinced  tliatit 
would  yet  be  found  to  maintain  its  primeval  supremacy  in  detecting 
error,  in  erdarging  tho  powers  and  the  range  of  thought,  in  applying 
the  divine  oniclus  to  all  the  purpnees  of  human  lifu,  and  iu  quicken- 
ing everj'  holvj  and  kind,  and  gi^nerous  emotion.  I  had,  indwd, 
neither  the  expLTtation-imr  the  wi.sh  tn  hciir  that  Iwisoyed  cHsrourso 
which  stce]»s  the  soul  in  t^eif-f^lr^'^'tfulnoA3.  I  pemombered  that 
Christianity  was  for  the  daily  use  of  homely  people.  I  know  that 
truth,  when  appearing  among  men  in  her  severe  and  native  majesty, 
would  reject  the  triviiU  succour  of  rhetorical  arts  and  of  eUboratcd 
periods.  "  From  her  chosen  throne,  and  from  the  lips  of  her  cnn- 
aecrated  ministers,  she  will  discourse "  (I  said)  "  of  the  highest 
interests  of  time  and  of  the  glories  of  eternity,  with  on  eloquence  of 
wbich  tho  mere  words  ^vilI  be  unheeded  alike  by  the  speaker  and 
by  the  hearer.  Her  wu<ipons  of  heavenly  temper  and  reaistleaB 
edge  must  still  be  triumphant  in  their  native  onerg^',  howoror 
foehle  may  be  tlie  arm  which  wields  them.  What,  then,  will  not 
be  their  power,  in  hands  diligently  trained  to  tlieirnse,  and  instinct 
with  that  spirituAl  life  in  which  alone  we  truly  live?" 

With  fiodi  hopes  I  listened,  and  on  the  basis  of  such  anticipn- 
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tions  I  judged.  Iloneyod  discourse  !  elaborate  periods  I  artiiiciAl 
L  eloqaence  !  Ko,  verily.  The  severest  cenaor  can  prefer  uo  euch 
'  eluu^  against  the  pulpits  of  the  nineteenth  centiuy.  Malignity 
ileulf  cannot  accuse  them  of  beguiling  us  by  the  witchcmft  of  gi.-uiu». 
They  gland  altogether  clear  of  the  gmlt  of  torpifying  the  disonierwl 
r  heart  by  the  anodynes  of  wit  or  fancy.  Ahstniso  and  profound 
'  eophifltrits  are  not  in  the  number  of  their  offonceii.  It  i«  a  mere 
oalomny  to  accuse;  them  of  lulling  tlic  consciencu  to  roponc  by  any 
Biien  songs  of  imagination.  If  the  boltfl  of  divine  truth  are  diverted 
from  their  aim,  it  is  no  longer  by  enticing  words  of  man*s  witwlom. 
Divinity  fills  up  hej  weekly  hour  by  the  grave  and  gentle  cxcite- 
moDt  of  an  orthodox  discourse,  or  by  toiling  through  her  narrow 
round  of  systematic  dogmas,  or  by  creeping  along  some  low  level  of  I 
schoolboy  morality,  or  by  addressing  tiie  initiated  in  some  mythic  / 
phniseology  ;  but  she  has  ceased  to  employ  such  tougaes  as  those  of  ' 
Chrj-eostom  and  Kourdaloue.  The  sanctity  of  sacred  things  is  lost  ' 
in  the  fiuniliar  routine  of  Hocred  wonla.  Keligion  ha^  acquired  a  set 
of  technical  terms  and  conventional  formiilaa ;  fiomnolont  and  sleep- 
compolling.  Her  pulpits  bear  the  stamp  and  impress  of  an  aj^,  in 
which  the  art  of  writing  has  proved  fatal  to  the  power  of  thinking  ; 
when  the  desire  to  appropriate  gnitefidly  lias  superseded  tho 
ambition  to  originate  profoundly ;  when  tho  conuiicrcial  spirit 
envelopes  and  strangles  genius  in  its  folosj  when  demigods  and 
heroes  liave  abandoned  the  fiold,  and  the  holiest  affections  of  the 
I  beart  die  away  in  silence,  and  the  ripest  truits  of  the  teeming  mind 
drop  ungathcrcd  into  the  reaper's  bosom ;  an  ago  of  literary  demo- 
cracy and  intellectual  socialisiu,  in  which  no  bequests  are  made  to  _ 
r^moto  posterities,  and  no  structures  are  rising  to  command  and 
break  the  universal  mediocrity. 

Such  was  the  view  of  ancient  and  of  modem  Christianity  disclosed 
to  me  by  historj*  and  by  ray  own  observation.  Unoxtingaishedt 
indeed,  by  the  mephitlc  vapours  into  which  it  has  been  plunged, 
that  celecitial  lamp  has  never  c«A5ed  to  illuminate  and  to  gladden 
many  a  lowly  heart ;  but  from  those  eminences  on  which  it  should 
have  shone  as  a  li^ht  to  lighten  the  nations,  it  has  emitted  a 
radiance  for  the  most  jtart  faint  and  flickering;,  and  but  rarely  to  Ihi 
seen  in  its  pure  and  native  Instre.  I  had  acquired  a  new  and  more 
earnest  love  and  reverence  for  the  sacred  voliune,  not  only  for  its 
own  surpassing  excellency,  but  for  the  contrast  in  which  I  found  it 
to  stand  to  the  corruptions  of  former  ages,  and  to  the  languor  and 
feebleness  of  my  own.  (JUidly  would  I  have  joined  the  great  com- 
pany of  the  preuchen*,  if  my  lot  had  been  tlirowu  in  those  days  when, 
in  tiie  strength  of  their  divine  mission,  they  overthiow  the  imperial 
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idolatry ;  or  iu  thoae  timee  wlien  an  awakened  world  caaght  from 
tlieir  lips  the  cry  of  resistance  Ut  sacordotal  tyranny  ;  or  evt;n  in  tliuC 
later  penemtion  when,  in  my  nwm  land,  an  Krasttan  prelacy  and 
their  satellites  fell  doTVTi  before  them.  But  to  swell  the  choriia  of 
fonnality ;  to  "  do  duty  "  in  a  listless  congregation  ;  to  be  the  admired 
and  Llie  caresacd  of  fasluuiiuble  counoissuurs  in  divinity,  or  to  wage 
a  pnny  war  with  timid  critics  and  delicate  objectors  I — it  was  nut 
in  my  nature.  Ucttor  far,  I  jiidj;tid,  to  engai;e  in  hoiihj  ^.-ciilar 
pursuit,  whore,  froely  measiuinB  my  strcnjiftli  with  my  competitors,  I 
might,  perhaps,  rise  to  an  elevation  trom  which  1  could  influence,  if 
not  control,  the  di!.itliue^  of  one  uf  tlie  great  fiiiiitlieH  of  mankind. 

lor  those  of  oui-  weU-wluciited  youth  who  have  neither  the  interest 
to  become  placemen,  the  genius  to  live  by  ait,  nor  the  capital  rviiuiied 
for  commerce,  it  remains  to  minister  to  the  sick  in  mind,  in  body,  or 
in  eatato.  My  abandonment  of  the  clerical  hfe  narrowed  my  choice 
to  tlie  two  last  of  those  pursuita.  I  might  not  improbably  have 
been  a  physician,  if  the  loathsome  duties  of  the  hospital  and  the 
dissecting-room  could  have  been  dis^wnsed  with.  But  that  being 
impnsitible,  I  quitted  my  parental  home  for  the  remote  and  busy 
world  iu  which  the  unjoyous  science  of  special  pleading  ia  taught  to 
the  future  iispiranta  tn  the  digniliis  of  the  coif. 

At  this  distance  of  time  1  never  tivaJ  the  flagstones  of  Fig-tree 
Court,  in  the  Inner  Teifiple,  without  feelings  akin  to  those  with 
which  (Jil  Blaa  revisited  the  scene  of  the  therapeutic  laboura  in 
wliich  he  a8si»ted  the  learned  Dr  !>uiigtado.  ^'iih  what  eagemem 
did  T  join  iu  the  onslaught  ou  the  purses  and  the  reputations  oC 
numkind,  under  the  guidance  of  the  atrabilious  skeleton,  my  tutor, 
whose  keen  eye  twinkled  from  its  deep  socket,  tts  it  lit  on  a  point  of 
law,  fatal  to  some  unlucky  litigant !  To  lie  down  at  night  with  tho 
conviction  that,  since  daybreak,  I  had  been  working  haixier  than 
any  other  intellectual  operative  in  Londuu,  was,  in  tboee  times, 
among  my  luxurioa.  It  was  a  sturdy  and  invigorating  discipline. 
It  taught  me  a  logic  of  more  practical  utility  than  I  could  have 
acquired  at  Edinburgh  or  at  l)xfunl.  If  the  plc-odings  which  I  drew 
in  those  murky  chambers,  contributed  (as  is  but  too  probable)  to 
damage  any  honeet  man,  they  were  at  least  of  singular  advantage  to 
iny8el£  lliey  placed  a  curb  ou  a  vagrant  imagination,  und  prepared 
me  for  controversies  far  more  perilous  than  ihe  ititerminable  hostili- 
ties between  Jolin  Doe  and  Bicbard  Roc,  iu  which  I  was  then  so 
lealous  a  partisan. 

At  the  end  of  my  novitiate,  I  took  the  gown,  and,  like  other  bor- 
xisten,  traversed  Westminster  Uall,  swinging  to  and  iro  an  empty 
bag.     As  my  eye  wandered  from  tUo  plump,  curly-headed  cherubs 
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oa  the  Kotf  to  the  wan  and  troubled  visagoA,  enveloped  in  powdered 
wi^  bolow,  I  fancied  thai  the  aruhitocta  of  William  ICufus,  gifted 
with  a  S4i<'(md  itight  of  tho  Aula-Hcgia  of  the  Georgian  era,  had  carved 
those  chiibliy  angels  in  a  good-humoured  mockery  uf  us  ali.  For  I 
I  aoon  learnt  that  in  her  glorious  temple,  tho  worship  of  Thoniifl  vraa 
conducted  by  a  priesthooi,  whose  spirit  was  but  ton  accimitely  ex- 
proased  by  those  corrtxled  countenances.  Incessantly  cnlogiajng  the 
incorruptibihtj  of  the  Ufnch,  tho  honour  of  the  Itar,  and  the 
wspoctability  uf  the  Attorueys.  they  wore  incessantly  depreciating  each 
individtial  of  each  of  those  goodly  feUowahips.  Faint,  indeed,  was  the 
re8t>ini>lani:0  bi^twean  the  original,  or  Mnaaic  I)ftcalnguc,  and  that 
"  varioua  reading"  of  it,  by  which  tlie  profeeaioQal  morality  of  our 
geru  tiujata  wa«  reflated.  Apolngiea,  which  would  have  been  torn 
to  shredj  by  their  acuteneea,  if  preferred  on  behalf  of  any  Prisoner 
at  the  bar,  were  admitted  by  the  Oenilometi  at  the  Bar,  to  juiitily 
tlieir  own  acceptance  of  uueaniod  and  excessive  fees  to  vinilicale  the 
cailing  evil  good  aiHl  good  evil,  and  to  excuse  the  underhand  game 
plajdd  by  opposing  advocates  for  their  own  oaae  and  profit,  at  tho 
expense  of  their  helpless  and  ignorant  clients.  It  was  a  life  of  rude 
I  loDUliaritT,  of  bitter  jealousy,  and  of  ccaselead  gossip.  There  was 
not  one  of  the  twelve  judges,  or  of  the  leading  counsel,  whose 
character  escaped  ilaily  di»«ectioa  by  half  a  score  of  thosa  learned 
HiiatoftiiKts,  Over  the  gate  of  Westminster  Halt  was  the  iuHcriptioii, 
visible,  at  least,  to  my  own  eyes,  "  All  ye  who  enter  hero  aUmdoa 
modesty."  I  found  that  it  was  well  to  possess  virtue,  talents, 
Boholanhip  ;  well  to  know  some  little  law  ;  widl  to  he  eloquent ;  and 
better  still  to  he  closely  coiuiected  with  «tt')meys  and  tlieir  clientit ; 
but  tliat  the  one  tlung  needful  was  intrepid  assurance,  ammated  by 
constitutional  n\-acily.  So  gifted  knavery,  ignorance,  and  incapacity 
fattenetl.  "Withotit  this  gill,  worth,  learning,  and  genius  starved. 
What  the  plain  of  Elis  was  to  Greece^  such  is  that  vouemblo  Hall  to 
England  ;  and  its  PindaT  must  aiug  of  combatants  who  have  rejoiced 
in  the  dust,  the  sweat,  the  strife,  and  the  turmoil  of  the  contest*. 
His  heroes  must  be  painted  with  tliick  skins  and  hardy  consciences, 
buoyant  and  fearless,  prompt  in  resources,  and  unitonipulous  in  the 
Tiiw  of  them*  Ko  place  or  vocation  there  fur  men  of  pensive  spirits, 
dftliiyite  nerves,  and  high-wrought  sensibilities  !  When  my  mind  at 
length  opened  to  this  gt^at  truth,  I  threw  aside  my  unprofitable 
gown,  repeating  the  old  exclamation,  *'What  business  have  I  at 
Borne —  I  cannot  lie  ! " 

I  next  turned  for  employment  to  the  other  ancient  lialls  of  West- 
miustor.  Topics  of  deep  and  stirring  interest  were  then  engaging 
the  attention  of  parliament     These  I  diligently  studied ;  and  in  due 
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liim>  I  flftspatcbofl  to  one  of  the  most  celebmt«d  London  ncwspaf 
a  series  of  articles,  designed  to  support  the  advocates  of  freedom^ 
and  to  disperse  the  mista  which  had  been  purposely  raised,  to  darken 
and  to  distort  their  policy.  My  paper*  found  acceptance,  and  thi'ir 
author  ODCouiagement.  But  that  '*  blest  folio  of  four  pa^i^^,  which 
not  even  critica  criticiae,"  existt^d  only  in  the  imaginatiuu  of  William 
Cuwper.  Never  was  an  author's  self-esteem  exposed  to  a  keener 
tortoJe  than  that  to  which  I  was  subjected.  My  editorial  censor 
and  I  had  nobbing  in  common  hut  the  advocacy  (if  the  same  political 
opinions.  In  everything  else  wo  were  as  far  asunder  as  the  polee. 
Yet,  in  half  an  hour,  he  would  completely  assimilate  to  hiii  own 
style  of  thought  and  diction,  any  of  my  most  elaborate  performances. 
The  ffuhstenee  remained,  but  the  form  was  absolutely  new.  My 
facts,  arguracnte,  and  conclusions  reapixyirod  in  their  original  order, 
'but  all  my  candid  acknowledgments  and  cautious  quaUEcatlons 
had  vanished  away.  My  long  and  stately  sentences  had  become 
lerae  and  pungf^uL  The  periods  which  had  fallen  frutii  uiy  pea 
blushing,  hke  so  many  mcAs  rose*,  with  the  rich  glow  of  bumaoity, 
now  bristled  with  puiuts  like  eo  muuy  cactuses.  Their  graceful 
stnictiure  was  broken  up  into  epigram  and  antithesis.  My  grave 
censures  had  passed  into  stinging  sarcasms,  and  some  e^i^uirocal  jest 
from  "  Kuderick  Random "  had  thrust  out  an  ext^uisite  quotation 
which  I  Iioti  drawn  from  '*  Comus." 

Smarting  under  this  strange  transmutation,  though  amazed  at  the 
facility  and  the  skill  with  which  it  waa  executed,  I  sought  and  ob- 
tained an  interview  with  my  Procrustes.  A  transient  acceiis  of  the 
spirit  of  James  Boawell  has  onuhk-d  mo  to  record,  for  the  honelit  of 
others,  the  explanations  which  I  then  received  from  him.  "Adept 
as  you  are  in  many  studies "  (such  was  the  compUmcutary  com- 
mencemont),  "  you  me  hut  a  tyro  in  the  mystery  of  journalism.  It 
is  not  a  science,  but  a  trade.  Morals,  philosophy,  and  patriotism 
are  our  raw  materials,  and  must  bo  got  up  to  the  taste  of  our  cua- 
tomora.  The  worthy  hal)«nlasher  at  the  next  door  cannot  watch 
the  turns  of  the  market  more  anxiously  than  we  do.  Fashion  is  the 
EUpreme  arbiter  with  us  as  with  him.  From  that  tribunal  neither 
ho  nor  we  have  an  appeal  to  any  higher.  "What  have  Ephemera  to 
say  to  Posterity  t  To  satisfy  the  demands  of  fashion,  we  must  both 
pass  our  wares  through  many  successive  hands — he,  his  ril^auds, 
we,  our  articles  ;  the  last  hand,  in  either  case,  being  that  which  give* 
to  the  oomniixiity  it«  gloss  or  bloom.  You,  my  good  sir,  may  be 
conaidercd  as  the  weaver,  I  as  the  hotpresser  of  the  piocegooda  we 
have  on  sale.  You  will  excuse  my  freedom,  but  the  fabric,  when 
fresh  Irum  your  loom,  is  either  Uatlened  down  to  the  homileticol,  or 
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ought  up  to  the  poetical,  or  clouded  by  the  metaphysical  tone  of 

^colouring.  From  my  hand  it  receivea  tlie  shape,  the  polisht  and  tlie 
tint,  dfunanded  by  the  coffee-room  or  the  club.  For  every  purpose, 
there  18  a  time,  a  place,  and  a  propriety.  If  either  I^ocko  or  Milton 
bad  edited  a  newspaper,  he  would  have  dbcuRsed  the  intoresta  and 

^ihe  duties  of  mankind  slashiugly,  biiingly,  and  comically.     Hia  own 
Qterestf  and  \m  duty  to  bis  proprietois,  would  have  made  him  aim 

'  at  a  wide  and  immediate  sale,  by  winning  the  siitfrages  of  the  idle, 
the  frivolous,  and  the  malignant  multitude." 

"Knniigh,"  I  exclaimwl,  in  imitation  of  Kasselas.  *'Tbou  hast 
convinced  me  that  no  one  who  aspires  to  be  a  tcwiher  of  mankind, 
can  ever  bo  a  newspaper  editor."  "  It  is  indeed,"  he  repliLd,  after 
Imlttc,  "  exceefUngly  difficult."  "  So  difficult,"  I  rejoined,  in  the 
wowis  nf  tlie  I'rinco  of  Abyssinia,  *'  that  I  will  have  nothing  more  to 
du  with  hitt  labuuR."  At  once,  and  for  ever,  I  abanduued  all  con- 
cern in  thifl  political  haberdashery.  I'he  wholo  tribe  of  party 
writers,  diurnal,  and  hebdum^idal,  now  appeared  to  me  in  a  new  and 
a  truer  light.  Like  a  flight  of  oljaceno  birds,  they  overshadowed  my 
path,  polluting  by  their  touch,  and  distorting  by  their  dissonance, 
those  researches  into  ike  state  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  social 
duties  of  mankind,  on  wliicb  I  desired  to  bestow  a  serene  and 
unbiassed  attention.  My  heart  assured,  and  my  observation  con- 
vinced me,  that  both  the  leaders  and  the  8ubalt<^nis  of  contending 
factions,  were  far  wiser  antl  better  men  than  they  appeared  in  those 
clever,  reckless,  and  uncharitable  sketches,  thrown  off  from  day  to 
day.  by  writers  agitato<l  by  i^saselesa  excitement,  condemned  to 
mercenary  toil,  and  excluded  from  the  bleAsiugs  of  studious  leisure 
and  of  eclf-ocqusintanoe. 

"  "WTien  injured  Thales  bids  the  town  fnrewell,"  the  Ifjw  he  says 
or  thinka  of  liis  wrongs  the  better.  I  quitted  the  great  city  with  no 
ii^jnsticp,  real  or  imaginary,  to  resent.  Fortune,  indeed,  had  not 
smiLod  on  my  elTorts ;  but  neither  hod  I  wooed  her  smiles  vriih. 
much  ardour  or  perseverance.     Early  in  life,  and  with  a  mind  un- 

[Tuffled  by  disappointment,  I  retired  to  scenes  in  which  I  might 
onahly  hopi*  to  reconcile  my  own  tranquillity  with  the  faithful 

^discharge  of  ai:tive  duties,  at  h«st  as  uscfiil  and  as  honourable  as 
thosu  which  I  had  declined.  Thero  I  resolved  to  labour  in  educat- 
ing the  young,  and  in  instrictiug  the  adult  of  my  own  generation, 
not  without  some  clieeri'ul  hoiw  of  audience  from  generations  yet  to 
lie  bom.  My  pupils  wuuld  not  prevent  niy  purcuing  those  literary 
Sosigus  which  must  have  perished  beneath  tlio  shade  of  the  pulpit, 
Ijar,  or  the  daily  journals.  A  school  hail  not  det^-rred  the 
i  of  the  younger  House  of  Bourbon  from  aspiring  to  the  noblest 
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of  Kuropcajx  Tlirones,  nor  Samnel  Joliiison  from  elniniing  the  uior 
dictatorship  of  England,  nor  Milton  from  sojiling  thi;  Seventh  Heavpn^l 

In  a  rural  retteat  (the  beauties  of  which  nature  has  left  to  he  de- 
tected hj  the  assiduity,  perhaps  to  he  created  bv  the  imagination,  of 
such  as  dwell  there)  I  hei_>anu*  a  t«t*ir,  a  hnshand,  and  a  father. 
Tlie  hleasinjjs  shed  over  my  path  by  the  two  last  of  those  relation 
hf»,  T  am  tnli],  iiripart'f-d  to  my  wTitings  a  deeper  glow  of  ii(mu>f(tM 
tcndemesa  than  might  havo  been  expected,  from,  the  abnost.  femin-" 
ine  restrve  and  delicacy  which  my  critica  have  laid  to  ray  charge. 
If  »o,  I  am  at  least  not  iut^'ntioiially  criminal.  An  old  bachelor,  likt^ 
the  autlior  of  the  "  Task,"  or  an  old  debauchee,  to  whom  love  and  tp- 
verence  arc  iucongnions  idfiu.  IJkc  the  author  of  the  "  Social  Con 
tract,''  may,  though  for  vei^-  dilleK'nt  reasons,  be  induced  to  Lhron 
open  the  stiuctuarj'  of  home  to  the  gaie  of  the  inquisitive  ;  but  1  have 
neither  iLeir  temptatiou  nor  theii-  excuse  lor  auck  lotiuaeity.  With 
tliose  hallowed  secrets  of  my  heart,  the  stranger  intermeddleth  no^ 
if  I  con  help  jl 

My  library  is  another  matter.  Any  one  is  free  to  inspect,  and,  if 
it  must  bo  so,  to  en%'y  it  ^lina  is  no  bihliumuniuc  collection. 
There  ia  not  a  volume  there  which  is  not  either  in  active  aervice,  or 
I  enjoying  a  well-earned  repose  as  a  faithful  veteran.  My  teafhers, 
my  companions,  my  coiufortcrs,  my  playfellows,  my  fellow-labourers, 
and  STrtnetimee  my  antagonists,  but  always  the  cherished  inmates  of 
my  house,  there  they  stand,  my  mucli-loved  books,  eloquent  or  silent 
at  my  bidding,  pleosiint  when  I  am  pleased,  melancholy  when  I  am 
Bod,  onimaling  when  I  am  hinguid,  leaving  no  eon'ow  uns'.toihe^l,  no 
mood  and  temj»er  of  my  mind  nnexi>re<wwl,  no  science  uninterpret 
no  art  uniulorued, — bringing  me  unto  hourly  intercourse  with  allthl 
nnbli*st  spirit*!  who  have  Hojournefl  in  this  world,  ami  with  those 
•whom  the  Author  of  all  worlds  has  inspired  to  give  ua  some  intima-^ 
tions  of  our  origin,  our  deatiny,  and  our  hopes. 

In  that  preseneeK'hamber  I  reigneji  the  monarch  of  many  a  we 
peopled  province,  giving  audience  in  turn  to  eacb  of  my  nuuiy-tongued 
subjeirts,  and  exacting  from  them  all  a  tribute  at  my  pleasure.  There 
might  be  seen,  supreme  in  favour  a^  in  place,  a  venerable  copy  of 
the  ilewiah  and  Christian  fcJcriptures.  A  troop  of  tall,  sad-coloiired 
folios,  the  deposiliiriu*  of  the  devout  exercises  and  anxious  sclf- 
eearchings  of  the  Furitau  divines,  was  drawn  up  on  shelves  within 
reach  of  my  outelrelched  arm.  With  but  little  more  eflbrt  it  could 
light  on  a  tribe  of  moiv  lot'ty  discoune,  bred  in  the  sacred  solitudes 
of  Port  Boyal,  yet  reiiolent  of  the  passion  of  their  native  land 
for  an  imposing  and  funciiul  exterior.  Honest  George  I^tdmcr, 
with  a  lung  line  of  opi£copal  and  epiacop&lian  flucoewois,  held  a_ 
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position  a  little  too  prommcnt  p«rhaps.  yet  duo  to  ihtat  unrivalled 
M'urth  and  In-Huty,  not  1«sh  than  to  their  arifitocrutic  prritensions. 
But  tho  main  power  of  my  stale  consiatwl  in  a  race  of  ancient  lineage 
and  obsolut*)  tongues,  beginmhi;  with  Clement,  Hormns.  and  Ircna-us, 
and  su  unvriml  through  the  lung  tteries  uf  (Jreek  and  Latin  fatltera, 
ecch'siaRtiejil  hiirtoriane»  act*  of  t'ouncils  and  of  saints,  dw:i\'tal8, 
missulH,  and  Htiirtrieij,  all  in  turn  ciiHlin^  their  tran^iinl  ]i(];h(«i  and 
tlieir  deep  ahadows  over  the  checkered  fortunea  of  the  C'hriBtian 
Chufiiii.  TJrought  within  tho  prccinota  of  my  wide  dominion,  Homer, 
j^:hyh)B,  Dante,  Shakapearei,  and  the  humhle  partakers  of  their  in- 
apimtion,  awaited  at  a  greater  distance  my  occasional  eunimona. 
But  |>erhape  in  their  revervnd  aspoct  miglit  be  pejceived  something 
which  confessed  that  they  were  not  amoiiR  my  habitual  and  uliosea 
companions.  Conrt  favour  here,  as  elsewhere,  may  have  been  a  little 
too  difliisive  and  caprimons  ;  and  writers  on  physiology,  tufcronomy, 
plaut/i.  in^ectj?,  binl-'i,  and  ti^hen,  shared  with  metaphytiicians.  morat- 
istii,  and  the  writers  of  civil  history,  the  hours  occasionally  with- 
dmwn  by  their  ruler  from  nupro  serious  iiitctcourae  with  his  apoetolic, 
patridlic,  papal,  and  pefnmied  connsellors.  In  ehort,  it  waa  one  of 
thoac  cliairtlx'ra  whirli  he  who  can  securely  pQ5«ef»,  qoietly  enjoy, 
and  wisely  use,  may  in  sober  trutli  pity  the  owners  of  V'er:;aiJIe.*>  and 
the  SacuriaL 

There  1  conceived,  and  there  I  partly  executed,  the  great  labour 
of  my  literary  life.  Beep  a8  was  the  shadow  which  my  earlier  in- 
quiriea  threw  over  the  jirogreas  of  Christianity  down  the  turbid 
stream  of  time,  my  more  mature  r^earches  had  hut  enhancer]  the 
gloom.  I  resolved,  therefore,  to  become  the  author  of  a  book,  wliich, 
in  ita  complete  form,  might  perhaps  be  called  "  Kccleaiaatical  Noso- 
"  logy,  or  tho  Morbid  Anatomy  of  the  (!Thnrch."  It  was  designed  "  to 
exhibit  at  one  view  the  principal  forms  of  spurious  religion."  These 
oonaisted  either  firet  of  the  unavowed  scepticism  wliich  believes  no- 
thing ;  or  secondly,  of  the  credidity  wliioh  believes  anything  ;  or 
thirdly,  of  the  enthusiaam  which  Iwlievr*  at  the  bidding  of  the  ini- 
a^nution  ;  or  fourthly,  of  the  fanaticism  whose  belief  is  the  offi*pring 
of  tho  morose  and  vindictive  passions ;  or  fifthly,  of  the  spiritual 
despotism  which  exacts  a  belief  (or  the  profession  of  a  belief)  deter- 
mined not  by  con\iction,  but  by  authority  ;  or  tiixtlily,  of  the  cor- 
ruption of  morals  generated  by  each  of  tliose  substitutes  for  the 
simplicity  of  the  Chri'^tian  faith.  Here,  then,  was  an  aDolysis  of 
my  general  subject,  giving  promise  of  six  distinct  vohimos,  which 
collectively  were  to  form  a  comprohenaivc,  tliough  not  a  very  Utopian, 
series  of  Ict^tures  on  the  perversions  of  the  Gospel  in  a  aiiiful  and 
deltulcd  world. 
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Mflcliiavolli,  Bossnet,  and  Montesquieu  were  to  be  my  TOwldaJ' 
Like  thorn,  I  hoped  to  throw  brwid  niaesea  of  light  ou  the  princlpha 
by  which  the  various  sj-nchToniama  and  Be<iuence8  of  }tuinan  afTaiis 
may  be  cemented  into  one  corapr»:ihensive  whole.  Lilce  tliem,  I 
proposed  to  extract  philosophy  from  chronicles,  and  to  olovato  annala 
into  hiittoiy.  Like  them,  I  resolved  to  relieve  the  dulnosa  of  the 
didactic  style  by  narrative,  hut  to  render  narrative  entirely  subor- 
dinate to  the  proof  and  illustration  of  doctrine.  Uut  neither  "The 
Prince,"  "The  Universal  Hislorj',"  nor  "The  Roman  Greatness  and 
Decay,"  could  supply  me  with  a  model  of  style.  Our  national  ta.sle_ 
(so  at  least  I  judged)  demanded  a  prose  more  richly  inlaid  with 
ornament  and  cadences  more  various,  intricate,  and  harmonious  iha 
theirs.  I  would  learn  from  thoae  great  masters  ho  w  to  erect  theories  j 
but  from  Dugald  Stewari^  how  to  conBtruct  paragraphs. 

I  commenced  the  execution  of  my  scheme  by  my  **  Katural  His- 
tory of  Enthusiasm  " — the  work  to  which  I  owe  my  distinctive  titli 
in  the  worid  of  letters.  My  Bucceas,  if  not  splendid,  was  at  lea 
decisive  and  encouraging.  I  had  not,  on  the  wholi>,  much  right  to" 
complain  of  my  critics,  Some  of  them  indecil  turned  my  own  guns 
upon  mc :  purloining  from  one  half  of  my  book  the  materials  with 
which  they  assailed  the  other  half;  and  with  one  voice  they  rebuked 
my  diction  as  stately,  redundant,  and  ohscure.  But  they  all  aasigiicd 
to  me  the  prauie  of  having  imparted  ii  definite  tthape  to  Bi^me  moment- 
ous questions,  which  till  then  had  been  floating  up  and  do\vn  in  the 
fonn  of  loose  popular  discourRc,  and  of  hanng  given  a  sound,  if  not 
a  perfect,  aolution  to  the  problems  I  had  raised.  My  incognito 
contributed  to  my  popularity ;  nnd  in  my  retreat  I  enjoyed  the 
double  pleasure  of  revising  seveml  i-ditions  of  my  history,  and  of 
licartng  of  the  various  sixH;ulation!«  which  ascribed  it  to  as  many 
dilTcrent  jjens.  I  |)erceived  that  fame  was  within  my  grasp,  and  I 
was  convinnerl  that  it  might  be  secured  and  extended  by  the  honest 
art  of  proniulgatiug  salutary,  though  unwelcome,  truths.  Had  I 
wonted  motives  for  perseverance  in  my  task,  this  conviction  won 
have  fumiflhed  thenL 

Accordingly,  at  no  distant  inten'als,  I  committed  to  the  pTCss  two' 
more  of  the  six  main  divisions  of  my  "  Ecclesiastical  Nosology." 
But  neither  my  "Essay  on  Fanaticism,"  nor  my  "Treatise  on 
Spiritual  Despotism,"  enjoyed  the  favour,  or  attracted  tlie  notice, 
which  had  bi-en  Iwstowed  on  tlieir  elder  brother.  Some  indeed 
there  wore,  who  gavo  to  the  last  a  decidwl  preference  over  the  rest 
of  the  series.  But  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  their  reception  was 
cold  and  indifferent,  when  compared  T*-ith  that  of  my  tirst-bom. 
This  may  be  partly  ascribed  to  the  dropping  of  my  vizor,  and  the 
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at  eecpasion  of  the  mero  myeU^ry  hunters,  and  portly,  pei^ 
,  to  the  public  ear  being  clo^'cd  by  a  style  too  rhytlimieal  and 
inflatod  ;  but  chiefly  (I  think)  to  an  error  in  my  original  dasi^jn, 
wliich  was  brought  but  too  distinctly  to  light  by  this  repeated  and 
frequent  recurrence  to  it.  i 

I  discororod  that  my  undortakiug  was  too  austere,  and  my  colonnrn* 
too  dark  to  satisfy  the  popular  taste.  Three  copious  volumes  of 
grave  ceoBure,  relieved  by  no  digressions  into  gayer  or  more  auiniatr 
ing  topics,  was,  T  found,  more  than  mortal  monitor  might  hazard, 
and  more  than  offending  mortals  would  endure.  I  reflected,  though 
not  till  too  lat«,  that  all  the  masters  of  the  objurgatory  art  had  been 
accustomed  to  medicate  their  reproofs  with  various  condiments  of 
verse,  or  wit,  or  pleasantry',  or  pathos.  I  now  remembered  that  the 
SJitiriBts  themselves  had  been  but  flatterers  in  disguise,  by  indirectly 
ascribing  to  those  whom  thf^y  odilressovd,  their  own  abhorrence 
(genuine  or  assumed)  of  the  crimes  which  they  denounced;  that 
even  Juvunal  supposes  the  moral  »;ntiment  of  his  rcadeis  to  be 
virtuous  and  untontaminated,  and  that  each  of  them  probably  ap- 
propriated the  fierce  invective  of  the  poet  to  his  neighbour,  the  im- 
plied compliment  to  himf>«lf.  It  now,  also,  occun^d  to  me,  that 
some  honest  and  respectalde  prejudices  might  have  been  wound(?d 
by  tlie  gloom,  which  my  disquisitions  threw  over  the  general  charac- 
ter of  the  Christian  world  ;  and  that  many  simple  hearts  might  have 
thought  tlierasclves  conducted,  under  my  guidance,  to  the  brink  of  a 
fearful  inference,  to  be  avoided  only  by  the  deeortiori  of  tlieir  giiide. 
Such  rellectionB  came  Ux)  Into  to  obviate  the  fundamental  error  of 
mv  design,  but  wwn  enough  to  prevent  the  completion  of  it.  My 
"Morbid  Anatomy  of  Spurious  Kcligion  "  remains  an  unlinisbcU 
frngment 

I  was  disappointed,  but  not  discouraged.  The  impulse  which 
iti:ged  me  to  pajticipate  in  the  great  debates  of  my  age  and  country-, 
was  too  powerful  to  be  thwarted  or  restraiuud.  My  iiuth  in  my.sclf, 
in  the  truths  I  Bonght  to  inculoatp,  and  in  tlie  wippnrt  from  on  high, 
of  which  the  devoted  advocates  of  truth  are  assurt^,  never  failed  me; 
and  T  contemplated  from  my  retreat,  with  unaboted  interest,  the 
great  intelloctual  movements  of  the  world  frcm  which  I  had  with- 
drawn. Tliey  BBparateil,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  into  two^  currents, 
moving  in  opposite  directions,  and  with  conflicting  purposes. 

The  tendency  of  the  first  was  to  degra'lo  man's  noblest  works  and 
faculties  intn  toya  for  thft  pfuitime  of  a  luxurious  generation — to  con- 
vert poetry  into  a  mere  vehicle  for  novels  in  rhyme — hisloiy  into  a 
quarry  for  n^manoe— the  drama  into  an  apology  for  scene-painters, 
songsters,  and  buffoons — pliiiusophy  into  an  embellishment  of  period- 
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ical  'TirniUtieft — and  theology  itself  into  the  art  of  rescuing  certain 
feabhatical  hours  from  ciiilni'ss,  or  from  sleep.  The  rival  stTeam  took 
its  rise  &om  Castalian  fotmtidns.  'i'o  Siiniuel  Taylor  Coleridf;o  and 
William  Wordsworth  might  justly  be  given  the  title  of  fatbors  of 
their  oountrj*,  because  in  liipir  minrln  fii-st  germinated  the  ideas  which 
determined  the  chanicler  of  no  intrigniticaut  part  of  the  nation  to 
which  they  hclongfil.  Thfty  tjiught  some  two  or  throe  of  th<Mr  Jifr 
ciplG>s  to  tiiink.  They  taught  to  a  vast  multitude  the  use  of  a  plira^e- 
ology  which  has  become  an  ailniirable  tuuiitf  rfeit  and  substitutt'  for 
thoajjht — a  stylo  in  whitrh  iIib  [■nlloquial  freeJoms  <if  tlie  stage  are 
employed  to  set  off  the  apopUtbegmatic  aentontiouane*!*  of  iJurke, 
the  shapeless  abstractions  of  the  Schlegels,  and  the  traditional 
doctrines  and  maxims  of  tho  Vatican.  In  Uiis  motlej-  dialect,  men 
of  large  pretensions  to  learning  laid  claim  U>  the  liigh  oHice  of  the 
teachers  and  beuefactoi-a  ol  the  world  ;  while  they  cuul*?mplUDus:ly 
denounced  the  effeminate  spirit  which,  like  Cloopalra  diri3c>lving  her 
pearls  in  her  goblet,  waa  do^ocrating  nil  art  and  human  knowledge 
into  the  recreation  of  an  idle  hour,  and  emj)loying  divine  knowledge 
to  feed  a  corrupt,  effete,  and  emasculate  rhetoric. 

All  my  sympathies  were  at  first  witb  those  who  thus  contended 
Dgainst  the  debasement  of  teaming  to  frivolous  and  unwortliy  ends; 
even  thou^  they  themselves  were  sublitnnting  whatever  tJiey  knew 
or  thought  into  a  gaseous  poetry.  But  the  passage  proved  to  be 
but  short  from  these  exercises  of  the  imagination  to  some  of  ite  most 
fatal  disorders.  The  theological  poeta  and  the  poetical  theologians 
of  Oxford  were  continually  approaching  nearer  to  a  communion 
,  with  the  tlieatrical  ritual  of  Kome,  to  the  adoption  of  her  demigods, 
I  and  to  tlie  adoption  of  her  creeds.  From  the  dark,  though  inspired 
I  oracles  at  the  l,ake-?,llicy  had  Iwimt  to  tnyul  that  enchanted  ground 
on  which  everj'thing,  however  homely,  becomes  significant  of  the 
holiest  things  From  ihi^t  poetical  worship  of  nature  in  her  humblest 
forms,  they  had  advanced  towanls  the  actual  worship  of  the  sapor- 
human  objects  which  those  forms  seemed  to  them  to  dymbolise.  A 
soaring  enthusiasm  for  the  beautiful  had  proved  the  entrance  into  a 
grovelling  superstition. 

My  spirit  was  stirrwi  within  me  as  I  watched  this  growing  decline 
from  the  faith  of  tho  Reformers.  Konconformist  as  I  was,  the 
ChuK'h  of  England  was  ecaroely  more  dear  to  the  most  zealous  of 
her  sons  than  to  me.  Keen  as  was  my  perception  of  her  errors,  I 
Togurded  her  not  only  as  the  indispensable  support,  but  as  the  indis- 
pensable beadf  of  the  great  Protestant  Ifjiguc  of  Christendom — as 
the  one  body  posseifing  the  cohesion,  the  sUibilitr,  the  learning,  the 
temporal  power,  and  tho  long  tntditiua  of  illnsLiious  names  wliich 
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coiUd  be  Opposed  to  the  slnular  pretenuons  of  tlm  great  Koman  coD' 
fMeracy.  I  bethought  mo,  that  in  hor  defonce  I  might  m}'8olf  go 
forth  to  the  combat  with  the  Guliaths  of  Oxford,  with  the  gPftaler 
odvaola^,  l)eeaUfiB  without  the  iiimiiiil mince  of  cope,  or  gown,  or 
Kurplii-f.  I  was  hfiynnd  tlio  n.'a<;h  of  tlii_w<;  arguments  <uJ  homhien, 
by  whir-h  such  as  worn  them  wero  but  t^o  succ<!S8fnlly  assailed. 
AcknoM'ledging  no  canon  but  that  of  Scripture,  nor  any  crtjods  but 
Booh  as  could  be  deduced  &om  that  source,  nor  any  saint  whoee 
■potheoais  is  not  tliere  recorded,  I  was  free  to  n-juct  all  appeals  to 
anciout  Christianity  and  to  inoiicm  litui^es,  and  to  eatneni  \is  a  liar 
even,*  man  whose  teaching  was  opposed  to  the  truth  of  GutL 

JTot withstanding  my  antipathy  to  periodical  lit«ralure,  the  tac- 
tics of  the  enemy  and  the  habitd  of  the  times  compelled  me  to  adopt 
that  mode  uf  publiciition.  Thus  I  bt^came  the  author  of  a  series  of 
Tracts,  wliich  opf^ied  with  a  lexture  to  the  Ultra- Prolestaiita,  who, 
in  their  zeal  for  "  the  Bible  only,"  repudiate  the  authority  of  the 
l^rimitire  Chmidi,  even  as  to  matters  of  fact  which  passed  under 
their  eyes,  and  even  as  to  the  meaning  of  words  which  were  vema- 
cular  in  their  moutha.  I  next  proceeded  to  show  that  superstition, 
[irip-sti-raf't,  ami  theoaophy,  hiui,  like  lieadly  creepers,  stunted  the 

+— early  growth,  and  poisoned  the  hrat  fruits  of  that  tree  which,  spring- 
ing aa  (torn  a  grain  of  mustard  aeetl,  was  destined  to  cAflt  forth  her 
branches  to  the  ends  of  the  eurth, — that  the  MarioIatTT  of  Tertullian 
had  been  quite  as  extravagant  oa  tbat  of  Bemaril, — that  the  "virgins 
of  the  age  of  Cyjman  had  rivalled,  in  licentioiwness,  the  nuns  of  tlie 
age  of  Uorainic, — that  the  Doctors  of  the  ftrst  four  ceuturies  had 

^J^r-vubatituted  a  ( Jnastic  Deity  at  war  with  nrntb^r,  for  the  I>eity  of  the 
Gospels  at  war  only  with  sin, — that  Chrysostom,  Basil,  and  the  two 
Grcgories,  in  the  East,  and  Ambrose  in  the  Wc«t,  hod  either  ex- 
cluded, from  their  teaching  and  from  their  cretida,  the  finit  great 
prim^il>Ie  of  the  Goepel,  or  had  exliibited  it  in  an  order  and  position 
the  very  reverse  of  that  whii^h  io  as«igned  to  it  by  the  inspired 
writers. — that  vir:ginity,  festing,  anil  alnu^ving  had  been  placwl  by 

^.-^^-Twiristic  divinity  on  the  tlmmcA  erected  by  Paul  to  Faith,  and  Hope, 
and  Charity, — that  with  no  difference  but  that  of  names,  the  some 
demons  were  worshipped  in  the  Pagan  and  in  the  Christian  temples 
of  the  fourth  century, — Unit  many  of  the  most  illuslrious  amuug  tlie 
anchoritoa  of  the  Eaat,  and  the  Ca>liI>Atea  of  the  W«'«t,  had  l»pttcr 
merited  celht  in  aomo  House  of  Correction,  than  nicht's  in  the  gallery 
of  eccJeelastical  heroes, — that  the  grerttc-st  Saints  and  Doctors  of  that 
age  hail  sanctioned  pious  frauds,  which,  in  our  own  time«,  would 
have  conducted  their  authors  to  the  treadmill,^that  Ambro«e  hail 
been  an  impostor^  Chryaostom  the  promoter  of  a  cheat,  and  Auguatiu 
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ft  teseher  of  what  be  must  have  knoim  to  be  &2te, — that  PopoylMlS 
lieen  a  refonuatiou  of  ancient  ChmtianUy. — that  the  theology  of 
Mabonuned  and  hid  caliphs  had  been  superior  to  that  vhicb  thty 
OTorthrev  at  Antioch  and  Alexandria,— and  that  Attila  was  an 
aTeitg?r  of  crimes  rivalling  those  of  the  f^jjptiaa  xaysteries.  I  next 
advanced  to  the  proof  of  the  Protestantism  of  the  Anglican  Churcb, 
and  showed  how  in  her  liturgies,  her  articles,  and  her  homilies,  she 
hod  raised  her  voice  againrt  the  errors  and  corruptions,  not  of  Pome 
tnerely,  but  of  the  Churches  which  twice  sent  their  bishops  to  bold 
a  general  synod  at  Niaea ;  and,  wanning  with  my  own  movement,  I 

X dosed  my  assault  on  the  religion  of  the  thin!  and  fourth  cenlurie«,  by 
an  lULSparing  expoenue  of  tlio  inconsistencies  and  the  blimderd  com- 
mitted by  Kidlny,  and  Jewell,  and  Bacer^  in  their  awkwanl  attempts 
to  shelter  their  allegiance  to  the  Apostles  by  an  appeal,  alike  ansuo- 
,  Ceaafal  and  unfair,  to  the  authority  of  the  Fathers.  ^i 

Of  hU  the  labours  of  my  literary  life,  this  was  the  most  ardnoa^^| 
and  iho  mo«t  immediat^^ly  etTective  ;  m  it  was  certainly  not  the  lea^^H 
popular.  But  a  writer  will  eeMom  be  lefl  by  his  critics  in  ignorance 
of  such  of  bis  faults  as  lie  on  the  surface,  I  was  charged  with 
some  few  ovorBights  in  my  translations  from  my  Greek  originals  ; 
and  admonished  that  I  hud  failed  in  the  reverence  due  to  names  had 
in  honour  by  lifty  generations ;  and  warned,  that  tnitl^  would 
admit,  and  that  justice  required,  some  mitigation  of  my  censures  on 
the  morals  of  tlieir  contemporaries.  Censors  of  another  class  dis- 
tinguiished  between  the  style  of  my  successive  numbers,  oondemuing 
the  earlier  as  turgid  and  diffuse,  and  ascribing  only  to  the  Inttt-r 
the  frceflom  and  vivacity  requisite  in  controversial  writing.  They 
imputed  It)  me  a  diHn:;gani  of  method  and  of  logical  sequence  in  the 
evolution  of  my  argument ;  and  taunted  me  with  haWng  paid  the 
penally  of  tJie  periodical  literature  I  had  so  waniily  contiemned,  by 
myself  sacrificing  to  immediate  effect,  niatt^riola  and  ro5ear<-b«-» 
which,  with  greater  leisure,  and  in  a  more  tranquil  mood,  I  miglit 
Iiave  wrought  (no  they  were  pleased  to  odd)  into  a  comprehensive 
and  enduring  commentary  on  the  works,  the  doctrines,  and  the  lives 
of  the  Fathers  of  the  first  ilve  centuries. 

Whatever  may  have  been  tho  fairness  of  these  strictures  on  my 
"Ancient  Christianity,"  it  was  honoured  by  one  result  more  than 
nuflicient  to  coimtervail  them  all  The  great  leader  of  the  hostile 
forces  undertook  to  refute  my  accusations  against  Ambrose, i^id  for 
that  puri*o3e  ivpublished  some  chapters  of  the  "  KwU'siastical  His- 
t'f'ry  of  FlfUf}','  precoded  by  an  **  Kesay  on  Miracles  "  from  his  own 
jion.  To  vindicate  the  honesty  and  the  pi-odigiea  of  tho  Saiuls,  he 
Was  fain  to  rely  on  the  alleged  antecedent  probability  that  eome 
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soch  niArveU  as  thuse  ascribed  to  Ambrose  wonld  be  perfoimed  hy 
_jome  duch  person,  at  soue  gnch  Limo,  and  in  some  such  manner,  and 
vas  driven  to  aa^rt  tbat  tlie  vmi  majority  of  tlie  mighty  worka 
ecorded  in  the  Old  Testament  and  the  Kew,  must  stand  or  fall  on 
lie  same  narrow  boBiB.  For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  was  able  to 
*  enter  into  the  exultation  with  which  Samuel  Johnson  had  ex- 
claimed, "  Sir,  I  reduced  him  io  whistle."  After  a  brief  interval, 
the  Hune  antajitonist  boro  a  yet  more  conclusive  testimony  to  the 
truths  1  had  inculcated.  In  his  new  character  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
he  inculcated  them  himself!  He  published  an  octavo  volume  to 
verify  all  1  had  said  of  the  wide  interval  between  the  patristic  and 
tint  aj»u8tolic  doclrino,  and  attempted  to  deduce  from  the  du^as 
of  Ilomc  a  solution  of  the  pmblem  I  had  proposed,  of  Unding  a 
law  hy  which  developments  of  primitive  tmths  into  new  fonns 
lui^ht  tie  distinguished  from  earh  other  aa  genuine  and  as  foiae. 
A  treacherous  ally,  tltus  converted  into  an  avowed  enemy,  ceased 
lo  lie  fonnidable.  I  gladly  laid  down  my  controversial  pen,  and 
inrned  ajiide  from  tho  exhausted  debates  with  the  Church  of  Rome, 
l^to  pursuits  far  better  suited  to  my  temper,  and  more  grateful  to  my 

By  the  benignity  of  a  kind  Providence  I  lived  like  the  patriarchs 
of  old,  Biirrounded  by  the  younp,  and  especially  by  ray  own  off- 
ering. Alaa !  for  the  Doctors  placed  by  irrevocable  vows  beyond 
the  reach  of  those  fountains  of  love  and  of  wisdom.  My  pnpils  and 
«^  children  were  my  habitual  study,  aa  well  as  the  daily  joy  and 
iutoreat  of  my  existencA  For  thdr  instructioo  or  deh'fiht,  I  threw 
"  numWless  pages  in  print  or  manuscript^  for  which,  beyond  that 
ciit-le,  1  sought  neither  eulogist  nor  reader ;  though,  for  the 
euetit  of  other  schools  and  nurseries,  I  ultimately  published  one  of 
lieni — "  An  English  Version  of  Herodotus,"  with  such  omissions 
only  OS  are  needed  to  make  his  reception  in  a  Christian  household 
I  deoofoua  as  it  must  ever  be  cordial  Thus  jny  second  childhood 
raa  separated  by  no  long  interval  from  my  first ;  for  there  1  was, 
^the  eldest,  the  gravest,  and  the  least  agile,  indeed,  of  the  jocund 
group,  hut  hunlly  less  captivated  than  they  were  by  the  lessons  and 
the  frolic  of  the  passing  hour.  And  when  my  little  ones  were 
hushed  into  roposo,  the  incidents  of  their  bright  and  busy  lives 
vould  adjust  themselves  in  my  mind  in  the  form  of  a  connected 
ative,  compared  with  which  I  found  the  delightful  talea  of  the 
at  Father  of  History  himself  uninteresting.  **  Feed  uiy  lambs  " 
nearly  the  lastest  injunction  which  fell  from  the  lips  of  Him  of 
whom  the  whole  tkmily  both  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named.  If 
cdionce  to  his  more  arduous  precepts,  in  the  spirit  of  a  stem  self- 
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denifll,  is  never  unrewarded,  even  in  this  life,  by  pc&cv  nn<i  joy. 
Low  exuberant  tho  springs  of  happiness  opened  to  those  ou  whom 
ifl  laid  a  law,  to  wliicli  the  tii-sl  obJ  deepest  instincte  of  their  nature 
ftrf  t'onliuuuUy  responsive  ! 

With  me,  by  this  time,  to  medit«to  was  to  write.  If  I  conld 
have  BO  far  yielded  to  the  levities  of  the  day,  or  to  it«  coarspness,  aa 
to  have  laid  ban*  the  recesses  of  my  home  to  the  public  gnze,  there 
were  before  me  materials  for  a  domestic  novel,  to  which  a  touch  far 
inferior  to  that  of  Rousseau  iriight  have  imparted  an  intereat  far 
superior  to  that  of  hid  Emilius.  Hut  I  conld  just  as  soon  have  de- 
livered over  my  Ixxiy  as  an  anatotme  vivante  to  tho  surgeons  for 
disiitictioa.  Keverain;;  the  ordiuar}'  method  of  conveying  moral  pre- 
cept* under  the  veil  of  namitivo,  1  told  my  tale  in  the  form  of  pw>- 
ceptB,  leaviuK  my  readent  to  resolve  aa  they  might,  the  admonitions 
I  laid  befort*  thom  into  the  very  scenes  whioU,  as  I  wrote,  were  lying 
before  myself — the  quiet  Kiiglish  country  honse,  the  affectionate  and 
not  iinlearued  parents,  the  group  of  l>oy3  and  girU,  gay,  docile,  and 
intelligent,  each  exhibiting  some  well-discriminattd  mental  powers, 
to  the  slow  though  complete  development  of  which,  the  puramte  of 
each  were  steadily  and  patiently  direoted. 

My  book  on  *'  Home  Krlucation,"  was  reiceived  rather  with  oor- 
di;Uity  by  the  few  than  with  applause  ti'om  the  many.  My  self-con- 
stituted  judgoa  were  resolved  to  believe  that  I  liad  been  surreying 
not  tlie  very  Kngland  in  M-liich  we  live,  but  the  Utopia  in  which 
Sir  Thomas  More  once  sojourned.  Admitting  that,  baneath  the 
tranquil  shelter  of  such  a  house  aa  I  had  unconsciously  sketched, 
many  a  youth  and  many  a  maid  might  have  been  trained  to  adorn 
the  land  which  gave  them  birth,  they  n^fused  to  admit  the  existence 
of  EUcU  another  abode  north  or  south  of  Trent,  except  on  the  Author- 
ity of  a  report  to  be  tirat  made  to  that  eUV-et  by  a  commiesion  of 
married  men  of  six  years*  gtaudiug,  at  the  least.  What  with  man- 
aging conatituents  and  turnpike  trusts,  writing  sermons  and  prcecrip- 
iions,  meeting  the  hounds  tonlay  and  the  Quarter  Sesaiuns  tiv 
morrow,  an  English  euuulry  gentleman,  whether  clerical  or  laic, 
who  should  undertake  the  late  developmeul  of  the  "  ideality,"  and 
tlie  *'concflpt!ve  faculty,"  and  the  '* sense  of  analogy"  of  his  chil- 
dren, though  he  should  addre^  himself  to  the  "  intuitive  faculties  " 
alone,  and  those  '*  gently  stiiimlat«d  by  pleasurable  emotions;," 
would,  in  a  myriad  of  cases  to  one  (such  were  the  a«sertions  and 
such  the  shghticg  quotations  of  my  critics),  end  in  something  very 
diUereut  from  the  promised  re-dult  of  "putting  their  minds  into  a 
tiondition  of  intellectual  opulence."  Here  and  there  (they  wlded) 
way,  perhttpa,  be  found  such  an  Edeu  aa  tho  author  of  ''  Homo 
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ation  "  has  uthabiti>il  ami  tlpscribeil ;  where,  exempt  from  the 
eartli,  and  in  habitual  coninmnton  with   tlie   Father  of 

ighU,  parcnto  tmin  their  oflVitirin;^  "  to  upprclieiiJ  truth,  tc>  impart 
truth,  and  lo  discover  truth."  But  lovely  as  the  scone  might  b«,  and 
pntf.jimd  as  was  the  paternal  lovo  with  which  it  was  drawn  (I  am 
quoting  my  censors),  the  Belvidere  Apollo  did  not  conlriist 

ire  forciVily  with  an  honest  sportsman  of  onr  times,  nor  was  the 
Gotlfppy  of  ToiiMi  morf  nnliku  an  otficyr  of  her  M^eety'a  Lifa 
Guarda,  than  did  tlif  rural  philosopher,  who  hmi  indit^xl  my  book, 
dilfer  from  the  ton  thoiuiiind  rospectablo  English  gentlemen  over 
whose  comitry  mansions  fertile  viaea  have  crept,  and  whose  tables 
are  thickly  set  with  olive  bmnrhts. 

Such  in  critifjiam  !  1  }iavM  rt-Utjcted  much  ;  I  have  written  much  ; 
And  much  luve  I  been  taken  to  task  for  my  writings.  But  a  critic, 
in  the  current  a^Tcptution  of  that  mnrh-«bui-od  t^rm,  I  have  nover 
been.  Jsor,  if  I  hiive  an  enemy,  <lo  I  wish  for  him  any  heavier 
do'.im  than  that  he  should  be  inroUed  and  serve  among  that  super* 
cilioQS  brotherhood,  nntil  he  sliall  have  learnt  justly  lo  apprenatn 
his  own  poeitiou,  and.  his  own  real  importance,  iu  the  world  of 
letters. 

I  gradually  became  reriew-proof ;  and,  with  very  Httle  concern 
for  wliat  the  month  or  thn  quarUir  might  bring  forth  in  tlwt  way, 
I  gave  myself  up  tu  a  aeries  of  contemplations  on  topics  wliiL^h  had 
caugtit  without  arresting  my  notice,  while  I  was  engaged  on  my 
'istoricul  surveys,  und  in  my  }>uleiuictd  imtuiriea  Under  ttie  enig- 
iinatical  title  of  **  Siitiinlay  Evening,"  I  skeUihed,  in  a  series  of  eiwiyB. 
the  hopt'S  and  prospects  of  the  Chri^tiiin  Church,  hor  lapse  fRtni 
original  purity,  the  feUoirship  of  her  niembeni  with  each  other,  and 
their  iwlatton  as  individmils,  the  limits  of  revealed  knowledge,  the 
diesolution  of  our  nature,  and  its  perpetuity,  and  the  modes  of  our 
future  existence.  It  was  not  in  my  nature  to  acquiesce  tamely  in 
any  of  the  dogmatic  systems  of  theology,  definite  as  they  were,  and, 
theiefore,  cold,  sterile^  and  earth-boi-n.  I  aspired  to  reach  that 
upper  n'gion  which  the  pure  light  visits,  and  &om  wliich  oloue  it 
ia  refle<:ted  in  all  its  purity.  I  dared  to  propose  to  myself  problems 
of  which  Butler  might  liave  suimised  the  solution ;  and  of  wliich 
Milton,  when  shut  out  from  the  sight  of  material  thin^  might  have 
discerned  and  depicted  the  Intent  glories.  T  attempted  to  sculo 
eminences  in  the  pre^ience  of  which  the  mightiest  become  conscious 
of  tlieir  weakness,  and  the  boldest  imagination  is  taught  the  jieniiry 
of  its  resources.  To  throw  some  coi^ectural,  unsteady,  and  prtjcjirious 
light  on  sneh  themeH.  ultimately  l.>ecame  the  limit  of  my  ambiti-m 
and  of  my  hopea     Yet  I  could  not  altogether  abstain  fiom  the  en- 
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deavour  to  climb  heights  and  to  penetrate  depths  imdrGAmt  of  in 
our  popular  theolug}',  aud  I  applied  myself,  'witli  whatever  success, 
to  thcmc'is  which,  when  examined  with  reverence  and  &eedom  td 
thought,  cau  uuver  be  luifruitful ;  though  the  ihiitJi  may  often  be 
nnripe,  and,  to  the  grrat  majority,  diataatofii]. 

Wise  men  read  books  that  they  may  learn  to  read  themselvei;^ 
and  for  this  purpose  not  seldom  quit  tlieir  libraries  for  the  opeTi  air. 
ITie  heath,  the  forest,  or  the  river  side  is  the  true  academy.  There, 
with  no  intrusive  neighbour  to  dii!^ip»t«  hia  thoiigliti*,  and  with  do 
importunate  volume  to  chain  tliem  down,  the  student  caste  them 
into  such  forms  of  soliloquy  or  dialogue,  of  vcrw  or  prose,  as  best 
snita  the  humour  of  the  passing  time.  This  peripatetic  discipline 
is  best  observed  under  the  cover  of  an  angling  roil,  or  a  gun  j  for 
then  niay  not  the  viear  or  the  major,  without  an  evident  breach  of 
privilege,  detain  you  on  the  county-rate  question;  nor  can  ibe 
gentler  voice  of  wife  or  daughter  upbraid  you  with  the  sad  list  of 
the  visits  you  have  rcceivod.  and  neglected  to  return.  Besides,  yora 
country  philosopher  Is  apt  to  Hatter  hijnself  that,  in  booking  a  trout^ 
or  flushing  a  pheasant,  his  eye  is  as  true  and  his  hand  as  steady  as 
those  of  the  squire ;  and  from  this  weakness  1  was  not  altogether 
exempt.  Kmerging  from  my  library  as  one  reeolved  to  bring  homo 
Borne  score  head  of  game,  my  stout  porpoeea  would  gradually  die 
away,  as  I  reached  the  brook,  whose  windings  were  oddly  associated 
in  ray  mind  with  theories  with  whi^h  the  world  was  one  day  to  be 
enlightened,  and  with  half-conceived  sections  of  essays  yet  to  be 
written. 

There  is  a  great  want  of  a  treatise  on  the  choice,  the  nsea,  and  the 
'y'ta**t"ieDt  of  hobby-horsea.  It  would  form  a  sort  of  connecting 
link  between  the  hbraries  of  useful  and  of  ent-ertainuig  knowledgew 
Scarcely  a  man  (the  made-up  and  artificial  man  alone  excepted) 
who  could  not  be  laid  under  contribution  for  snch  a  work.  I  could 
myself  furnish  a  whole  chapter.  When  it  was  not  lield  day  with 
me,  and  I  hod  no  exercises  in  divinity  to  pcribrm,  I  descended  from 
tho  great  horse  and  ambled  about,  to  my  heart's  content,  on  a 
favourite  pa<l,  wbicli,  however,  it  was  my  whim  to  dress  in  the 
housings  of  laj  tall  charger,  and  to  train  to  the  same  paces.  In 
leisure  hours,  my  appointed  dnty  was  to  extract  from  Church 
History  its  pith  and  marrow ;  my  habitual  rt»creation  to  construct 
schemes  of  physiology.  I  emulated  the  zeal  with  which  "  my  Uncle 
Toby"  threw  up  his  entrenchments,  and  Mr  Shandy  his  theories. 
My  "Home  Education"  was  founded  on  a  diligent  aurvey  of  the 
formation  of  the  brain,  ^fy  solitary  walks  gave  birth  to  a  system 
in  which  was  exhibited  the  future  condition  of  man,  when  he  akall 
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be  discncnmbered  of  those  viBcous  and  mtisctdar  integuments  whicli, 
in  his  present  state,  serve  as  a  kind  of  sheath  to  protect  the  sentient 
6t)ul  wilhiu,  from  the  intensities  of  delight  or  pain  to  ■which,  with- 
out such  a  shelter,  it  would  be  exposed.  Dwelling  habitually  on 
those  scones  beyond  the  confines  of  earth,  I  became  at  last  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  scheme,  complete  and  coherent  in  all  its  parts,  of  that 
glorious  futurity  to  which,  in  their  cravings  for  immortal  bliss,  all 
men  look  forward,  but  which  to  nearly  all  presents  itself  only  in  a 
dim,  shapeless,  and  unalluring  outline. 

I  did  not,  however,  make  this  attempt  to  burst  through  the 
barriers  of  time  and  space,  without  first  tracing  the  steps  of  those 
who  had  preceded  me  in  this  daring  adventure.  First,  and  before 
all,  I  reverently  consulted  the  inspired  writers,  among  whose  prero- 
gatives it  is  not  the  least  tliat,  into  whatever  region  of  thought  they 
pass,  sound  sense  is  still  the  attendant  minister  by  whose  aid  they 
invariably  ascend  a  region  far  beyond  tlie  morbid  dreams  of  an  ex- 
cited fancy.  Of  such  dreams,  none  had  a  firmer  hold  on  the  ancient 
sages  of  Greece  and  Italy,  than  the  notion  that,  after  death,  man 
was  to  pass  into  a  state  of  pure  incorporeity,  "  the  naked  ascending 
to  the  naked,"  to  be  absorbed  into  the  great  mundane  soul.  ■  In  op- 
position to  this  dogma,  the  New  Testament  places  human  felicity, 
on  either  side  of  the  grave,  in  the  union  of  sound  mind  with  a  sound 
body.  The  same  creed,  as  Irenieus  and  Tertullian  testify,  was  held 
by  their  immediate  successor.  Origen  advanced  fUrther,  and 
taught  that  to  exist  wholly  detached  and  separate  from  matter,  is  the 
incommunicable  attribute  of  Deity — that  the  "  spiritual  body  "  of 
St  Paul  is  identical  with  the  "  luciform  body  "  of  Plato — and  that 
any  created  and  subordinate  mind  destitute  of  such  a  covering,  and 
of  such  an  instrument,  must  be  cut  off  from  all  commerce  with  things 
external,  and  degenerate  into  a  mere  contemplative,  insulated,  and 
inert  entity. 

"With  these  earlier  fathers  of  the  Church,  I  found  the  later  of 
that  venerable  order  in  unbroken  harmony.  In  their  copious  in- 
quiries into  the  nature  of  good  and  bad  doemons,  they  assign,  indeed, 
to  the  angelic  host  the  nearest  possible  resemblance,  and  to  the  evil 
spirits  the  greatest  possible  dissimilarity,  to  the  "  defecated  intelli- 
gences" of  the  schoolmen;  and  represent  the  first  as  impassive  to 
sensual  pleasures,  and  the  others  as  inhaling,  vrith  an  unholy  relish, 
the  savoury  fumes  of  the  heathen  sacrifices  ;  but  they  exhibit  both, 
whether  angels  or  devils,  as  still  clad  with  some  material  integument, 
though  it  be  subtilised  to  an  indefinite  and  imponderable  tenuity. 
From  the  same  erudite  doctors,  and  especially  from  St  Augustine,  I 
learnt  what  is  the  manner  in  which  the  spiritual  inhabitants  of  these 
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ethereal  veliicles  hold  intercourse  vrith  each  other,  and  what  an  ^6 
shapes  in  which  their  presence  is  made  iDanitV-st  to  those  exquisite 
oralis  of  fiensation  \o  which  alone  they  ai-e  pereeptihle. 

After  thus  luasterinH  the  (Uscoveries  of  the  jwtrietic  voyagers  into 
tlie  it-j;ions  of  iho  hlcstwd,  I  turned  to  the  other  guides  at-ross  that 
pathless  ocean.  One  contemptuous  glance  at  the  Koran,  and  the 
Paiudise  it  rc^'CQla,  wos  Butlieient  I  paused  a  wliile  to  contejnplate 
the  dark  Homeric  HaJea  peopled  by  tbe  victims  of  the  Inexomhle 
fate  wilh  wIiIl-Ii  they  liad  wrestled  Ro  hravejy  on  earth.  Over  tho 
Elysion  fields  of  Virgil  1  saw  satiety  resigning  in  eternal  ainl  undis- 
puted Bway,  and  thoui,'ht  that  the  {rreat  poet  had  made  an  advnn- 
togeons  exchange,  when,  at  the  difitanco  of  thirteen  centuries,  ho  t<M>k 
np  his  abode  on  the  outakirta  of  tlie  Inferno,  and  made  an  occaaional 
pilgrimage  through  its  gloomy  mansions.  The  awful  magician  whom 
he  coudneted  to  tliose  abodes  of  woe,  lost  (as  it  si-emcd  U>  me)  nuich 
of  his  own  inspiration  wht^n.  consigned  to  the  guidance  of  Reatriei^ 
he  traversed  the  seven  hcavons  in  her  company,  and  listened,  lirKt 
in  tho  Son,  and  then  in  the  I'lanet  Jupiter,  to  the  lectures  of  St 
Thoioas,  and  to  the  metaphysical  commenle  od  tlie  mystery  of  the 
Divine  decreea,  delivered  by  the  saints,  congregated  into  the  form  of 
a  celestial  eagle. 

From  the  po<*ts  I  passed  to  the  philosophers.  In  Cudworth  and 
3^mcker,  I  found  a  perfect  analysis  and  interpretation  of  tho  doc- 
trines of  the  schools,  both  ancient  and  modem,  rei^pecting  the  state 
of  departed  spirits  ;  but  the  latitudinariau  was  as  cold  as  the  creed 
he  professed,  and  the  commentator  aa  dry  as  the  parchments  among 
which  he  liveii  I  at  length  fell  in  with  two  volumes  of  far  less 
pretensions  than  theirs,  in  which  the  post-eepnlchrol  condition  of 
man  is  delineated  with  an  eloquence,  a  t^inderncss,  and  a  wannth  of 
heart  worthy  of  such  a  theme.  One  of  them  was  the  treatise  of 
Thomas  Bumett>  Ik  Sfotu  Mvrfuonnn  et  Iiemir<jenHum.  liumett, 
it  may  be  supposed,  \svoi  knew  his  own  strength  and  weakness,  and 
tlierofore  judged  rightly  in  choosing  scientiftc  subjecis,  and  in  die- 
cussing  them  in  a  deotl  language ;  but  to  the  world  at  large,  it  must 
ever  remain  a  mystery  why  he  subjected  to  such  fetters  a  mind 
which,  as  by  some  necessity  of  its  nature,  threw  a  gorgeous  veil  of 
impassioned  poetry  over  every  topic  which  it  touched.  My  othar 
conductor  across  the  abyss  wMch  separates  the  living  from  the  dood, 
was  Abraham  Tucker,  the  author  of  the  '*  Light  of  Xalure,"  a  umn 
nnrivalleil  in  the  power  of  illustrating  the  obscure  by  the  familiar, 
and  blest  with  a  mind  so  habitually  gay,  benevolent,  and  fiereno, 
that  every  page  he  has  written  is  an  undesigned  and  captivating 
leHeetion  of  his  own  happy  temperamunt.     I  gladly  soared  away 


Willi  him,  in  ono  of  his  atomic  vehicles,  to  that  iKinndltfls  expantM  ia 
which  lie  met  the  tluparted  wortUits  of  tliis  world,  shooting  so  plea- 
8aDtl,v  fwni  star  tu  star,  cunvei-siiig  wftliout  tlie  clu>;  of  wonht,  putting 
forth,  at  thtiir  will,  oi-gana  i»nth  whir.h  to  feel  or  to  peit^ive  uU  ex- 
terior objcL-ta,  or  reliriiig  for  meditation  into  a  8<tlitude  wlucli,  when 
thoBtt  or^(unii  were  lutroctcd,  was  utterly  impregn;ible  by  anyinva<)cr 
&om  without. 

At  the  ck)ee  of  a  winter's  evening  w}iich  had  been  passed  in  such 
company,  anrl  with  such  hooka,  I  th^iw  my  chair  to  myfim-side,  and 
yielikd  myself  passively  to  the  incursion  of  the  trains  of  thought  to 
which  my  employment  had  given  birtli.  At  iirel  they  sustained 
IhtMnst-Ivea  (like  crei-pera  hanging  on  a  trt His- work)  by  the  whimsical 
retationji  which  thoj'  sponUwieoiijily  forniwl  with  the  dancing  tiamca 
before  me,  and  with  the  dark  rocks,  tlie  illuniinattti  caws,  and  the 
glowing  pinnacles  on  which  I  was  gazing.  In  the  microcosm  which 
blazed  on  my  hearth,  it  was  given  to  me  to  discover  the  present 
abodfs  of  the  former  genenitions  of  mankind,  and  to  watcli  them 
ad  thoy  diftchargt'd  the  various  olbces  whiih  are  there  reserved  for 
the  dej>art>eil.  but,  ere  long,  I  ceased  to  see  tho^  miiuic  uiouutaius 
of  man's  future  dwclling-placp,  and  to  explore  the  interminable 
vistas  of  light  and  sliado  by  which  they  were  perfomtwl,  or  to  hear 
the  flapping  of  the  liery  pennons  which  rose  above  their  sunimita ; 
for,  whilo  1  was  thtis  riuiinuting  on  the  occnpatious  of  those  who 
had  passed  through  the  gat«d  of  deatli,  sleep  bad  closed  her  portals 
on  myself. 

The  time  (so  it  seemed  to  me)  had  lurived  ot  which  I  was  to  join 
the  solemn  troops  and  bright  societies  who  people  the  eternal  world. 
One  universal  U^wlldennent  of  thought,  one  jitL^ing  agony,  anil  ali 
was  still.  I  had  emerged  from  the  confines  of  life,  and  Vf  t  I  lived. 
Time,  place,  and  sensation  were  extinct.  Memory  hud  lost  het 
office,  and  the  activity  of  my  reasoning  powers  was  sujspcnded. 
Apart  from  evety  other  being,  and  entombed  in  the  sobtude  of  my 
own  nature,  all  my  bullies  were  absorbed  and  couceniiattid  in  one 
intense  perception  of  self-consciousness.  Before  me  lay  expandctl, 
as  in  a  va^t  panonuna,  llie  entire  course  of  my  mortal  life.  I  was  at 
once  the  actor  and  the  spectator  of  the  whole  eventl^U  scene  ;  every 
thought  as  distinct,  every  word  as  articidate,  and  every  incident  aa 
fresh  as  at  the  moment  of  their  bu-th.  Tlie  enigmas  of  my  existence 
were  8olve<L  That  material  and  inttlleetnal  mechanism  of  which, 
for  threescore  years  and  t4;n,  I  hail  boeu  the  subject,  was  hud  hare, 
with  all  the  mutual  dependencies  of  the  couutte&s  events,  groat  and 
trivial,  of  ray  sabhinary  daysL  Ciraaping,  at  length,  tlie  breads  of 
that  vast  luhyrintli,  I  perceived  that  they  had  all  been  woven  by  the 
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same  Bivinc  Artificer.  At  earli  stop  of  thu  way  by  ivliich  T  lin 
come,  I  now  traced  the  inkrveij^on  uf  an  ovLT-watcbful  rrovJdDiict). 
Complicated  and  perplexing  as  the  condiLiun  of  human  life  had 
fbniierly  ap]>earetl  1«  nie,  I  at  length  discoverfd  the  gre.it  nltiinate 
object  to  which  each  movement  of  that  intricate  apparatus  had  been 
drained  tn  minister.  I  saw  that  the  whule  hud  been  une  hammuinua 
und  c'ompivheusive  scheme  for  purifying  the  aliections  of  my  m\ture, 
iind  invigoratin;;  tliem  for  nohk-r  uud  more  urduuu»  exercista.  I  had 
;cine  tlnwn  to  Hadea,  and  Deity  was  there.  On  earth  His  pxiatenoe 
been  demonstrated  by  reasoning.     Here  it  was  felt  by  a  con- 

oiomnesA  intuitive  and  irresistible.  A  prisoner  in  the  flesh,  I  had 
^etn  wont  to  adore  the  majesty  of  the  Creator.  A  diwmbodied 
Bpirit,  1  was  awakti  lo  the  ctujviction  tliat  He  exists  as  the  peren- 
nial suurcft  of  happiness,  which,  concentnited  In  ITis  own  nature,  vb 
thenco  diffiiscd  throughout  tho  iiniveree,  although  in  degrees  im- 
surably  uUstunt  from  each  other,  and  according  to  laws  unsearch- 

ble  by  any  finite  underbUmding.  Thus  imbibing  kaowlwlge  of 
niy.-vtdf  and  of  Deity,  and  ahve  only  to  the  emotions  insjiired  by  Uiis 
ever-present  spectacle,  I  became  the  ]>assive  recijueut  of  influences 
instinct  inth  a  delight  m  tranquil,  and  with  a  peace  so  unbroken, 
that  wtarinesif,  Kitiety,  and  tho  desiiv  lor  change  appeared  to  have 
departed  fiom  me  for  ever. 

Change,  however,  awaited  me.     So  slight  and  imperfect  wag  the* 
alliance  between  my  di'^emliodied  spiiit  and  the  world  of  mattej^ 
llial,  destitute  of  all  sen&ation,  I  had  lost  all  measure  of  time,  and 
knew  not  whether  ages  had  revolved,  or  but  a  moment  hod  passed 
a%ray  during  my  isolated  Ktate  of  being.     Heir  to  ten  thousand 
intitiiiiiii'ii,  the  body  1  bail  tenanted  on  earth  hail  retiini(>d  to  the 
dust,  there  to  be  diKsolvcd  and  roeompounded  into  other  formi?  und 
new  substances.    Yet  the  seminal  principle  of  that  mortal  frame  hail 
fldhenti  tome;  and  at  the  appointed  season  there  brrc-ded  over  it  ■ 
from  on  high  a  rcpn^lu<:tive  and  plastic  iulluenee.     i-'carfuily  andJ 
wonderfully  as  I  had  bi'eu  made  when  a  denizen  of  the  worlds  Uioi 
chemioikl  atlinities,  and  the   complex  organisation  of  my  auimalJ 
etnicture,  had  borne  the  impress  of  decay,  of  a  transitory  stato,  andl 
of  powers  rcstricU-d  lu  tlielr  free  exercise.    Passing  all  comprehension j 
OB  had  been  tho  wi^om  with  which  it  was  adapted  to  the  purposes] 
of  my  cublimar}*  being,  those  purposes  had  been  ephemeral,  ondf 
cireumscribed  within  precincts  wliicb  now  seemed  to  me  scarcely! 
"widt^r  tlian  those  within  which  the  emmet  plies  her  daily  task.     In 
the  career  which  was  now  opening  to  me,  I  rt-<]uired  a  far  dillerent 
inatnmientality  to  give  scope  to  my  new  faculties,  and  to  acL*ompliah 
the  ends  to  which  1  had  learned  lo  aspire.     Emancipated  from  thd 
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petty  carea  and  tho  mean  pursuits  in  which,  during  tho  pmod  of 
my  littuiuoity,  I  had  bewu  immereed,  I  now  inhabited  and  informed 
a  apiriUiuL  body,  not  di^imilar  in  outward  seuiblauco  to  that  which 
~!  had  bequedthed  to  the  worras,  but  uniform  in  its  texture,  honu*- 
oneoua  in  every  part,  and  drawn  from  olementa  ■which  were  blended 
together  into  one  simple,  pure,  and  uncomponnJcd  whoh-.  Into 
■uoh  perfoct  unison  hod  my  mental  and  my  corporeal  nature  been 
awn,  that  it  wait  not  iirithout  dilTiculty  I  admitted  the  b«Uef  that 
once  a^'uin  clothed  with  a  material  iut^gtmient  Experience 
I  soon  to  conrinco  me  that  such  an  aA«;ociatk>n  was  indispffnAabte 
the  uae  and  to  the  enlaxgement  of  my  intellectual  and  mural 
powers. 

Emerging  from  the  rej^on  of  separate  spirits  into  my  next  scerte 
of  activity  and  social  intercourse,  I  found  myself  an  inhabitant  of 
tlie  great  luminary,  apimiid  which  Mercury  and  his  more  distant 
satellites  etenially  revolve.  In  all  their  unmiti^tod  radiancx?  were 
Boating  around  mo  thoso  effulgent  beams  of  light  and  heat  whirh  so 
Isintly  \\sit  tho  obscure  and  distant  planets.  Everlasting  day,  the 
intense  glories  of  an  endless  sunmier-noon,  rested  on  the  numbeis 
without  number  of  intelligent  and  sentient  creatures  who  shared 
with  me  my  new  abode,  limorruptible,  exempt  fi"oni  lassitude,  and 
undeairuus  of  repose,  the  imbibed  energy  Ijxjm  rays  which*  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  would  have  diasipiLted  into  thin  vapour  the 
world  and  all  tliat  it  inherits.  On  that  opaque  globe,  tlie  principles 
which  mistain,  and  thoso  which  destroy  life  liad  been  engaged  willn'n 
me  in  a  constant  but  uneiiual  conflict.  The  quickening  spirit  on 
earth,  though  continaally  recruited  by  rest  and  sleep,  had  at  length 
yielded  to  the  still- recurring  assaults  of  her  more  potent  adTersaries. 
ilere  the  vital  powers  bail  no  foes  to  encounter,  and  demanded  no 
respite  frum  their  ceaseless  0(;<^^u|)atiim.  In  tho  world  below,  from 
man  the  imiversal  sovereign,  to  tho  animalcnbe  who  peojtlc  a  drop 

kof  turbid  wattir,  I  had  seen  all  animated  things  sustaining  themselves 
"by  the  mutual  extermination  of  each  other.  In  the  solar  spliere  £ 
found  all  pursuing  their  appointed  course  of  duty  or  enjojiuent,  in 
immortal  youth  and  undecaying  vigour.  Death  had  found  no 
entnuico ;  liie  demanded  no  renewal 

I  am  antici])ating  the  results  of  tho  obeerrations  which  I  gradual- 
ly learned  to  make  of  the  difference  between  solar  and  planetary 
existence  ;  for  on  my  first  entrance  into  this  untried  state  of  being, 
my  thoughts  were  long  riveUid  to  the  change  which  I  had  mysetf 
tmdergone.  While  incarcerated  in  my  tenement  of  clay,  I  had  given 
law  to  my  nerves,  muscles,  and  tendons  ;  but  they  had  in  turn  im- 
posed restraints  on  um  agaiubl  which  it  had  been  vain  to  stnigg^ 
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My  corporeal  mecbanism  hod  moved  in  proinpt  obedienco  to  each 
siu'ct'ssive  loanduU)  of  my  mind  ;  but  so  fragile  were  the  mak-riulj 
ol' which  it  was  wrought,  that^  yicMing  to  inexorable  necessity,  my 
will  harl  pppressed  ijinnmprabie  deBircs  which,  if  iii.ilurrd  into  abeo 
hil«>  volitions,  would  have  nmt  asunder  that  frail  apporatua.  T  ha 
relnxt'd  the  grasp,  and  abandoned  the  chase,  and  thrown  aside  tho 
npIilWd  weapon,  as  often  as  my  overel rained  llnilw  admonislieil  mo 
that  tlieit  chords  would  give  way  beneath  any  increased  im|>clua, 
And  when  the  living  power  within  me  liad  subjeoted  my  libres  to 
tlie  highpst  pressure  which  they  could  safely  endure,  the  arrange- 
nitnt,  and  the  relative  position  of  my  joints  ond  nmecles,  had  im- 
pLslol  all  my  movements,  exix'pt  in  some  circuniBcribtd  and  uualler- 
ablt?  directions.  But  my  spiriluaL  Wly,  incapable  of  waste  or  of 
fracture,  and  responsive  at  every  point  to  the  impact  of  the  indwell- 
ing mind,  advanced,  receded,  rose  or  PpU,  in  prompt  oliedienco 
eaeh  new  volition,  witli  a  rapidity  unimpeded,  thon^h  not  ui 
mitrd,  by  the  gravitating  influ(?ncn  of  the  mighty  orb  o^-er  the  sur-' 
face  of  whicli  I  pa^iBed.  At  one  time  I  soareil  as  with  the  wings  of 
eagles,  and  at  another  plunged  into  the  abj^sses  of  the  deep.  Sfy 
spiritual  body,  the  dix^ile  and  iiide struct i Me  instrompnt  of  my  will, 
coidd  outBtrip  the  ilight  ol'  the  Bwiftest  arrow,  or  n^nd  the  knotted 
oak,  or  shiver  the  primeval  rocks ;  imd  then,  contracting  its  elforts, 
conld  weave  the  threads  of  the  gossamer  in  looms  too  subtle  and 
evanescent  for  tho  touch  of  the  delicato  Arid. 

"WTiile  on  earth  1  had,  like  Hilton,  bewailed  that  constitution  of 
my  frame  which,  admitting  the  knowledge  of  visible  objecta  only  at 
one  entrance,  forbade  me  to  converse  with  them  except  through  the 
medium  of  a  single  nerve,  and  within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  retina. 
Had  the  poet's  wish  been  grastcd,  and  if,  departing  from  her  Imv 
uignant  parsimony,  nature  bad  exposed  his  sensoriiim  to  tln«  fidl 
influx  of  the  excitements  of  which  it  was  inherently  susceptible, 
that  inaufferabjp  glare  would  either  have  aimiliilated  the  pen-ipicnt 
faeiilty,  or  would  have  quickeuf-il  it  to  agfjmies  unimagine*!  even  by 
his  daring  fancy.  Under  the  shelter  of  my  earthly  tal>eniacle,  which 
«t  once  admitted  and  n:iitigat<cd  the  liglit,  I  had  in  my  uiorlad  state 
been  accustomed  to  point  my  tolesoopo  to  the  heavens  ;  and,  while 
measuring  the  curve  dDscribed  round  their  common  centre  by  stars 
which  to  the  unaided  eye  were  not  even  disunited,  I  had  feJt  how 
infinitely  far  the  ktent  capacities  of  my  so\d  for  corresponding  with 
the  aspect  of  the  exterior  world  transcended  such  powers  as  could  be 
dcveliipe^^l  within  me  by  nature  or  by  art.  An  immortal,  T  quafliMi 
at  my  pleasure  the  s^ams  of  knowledge  and  of  obeorvotion  for 
which  before  I  had  thus  panted  in  vain.     I  could  now  scou  and  in- 


TC9tij*ftfe  at  large  Ihe  whole  physical  crention.  At  my  will  I  t'uuld 
call  my  visual  (wwers  into  ;u.^tion  to  tlte  utmost  raago  of  their  sos- 
ceptibility  ;  for  in  my  ucw  body  1  possctyied  the  propertiea  of  every 
different  lens  in  evt-ry  possible  "v-ariety  of  combination — oxpaiidinf^ 
disw^rting,  and  ivfmcting  ut  any  rLHjuired  angle  thw  beams  wliicb, 
radiating  from  the  various  Hiibstancee  around  me,  brought  mo  in- 
telligL'ni^  of  tlie  fonns,  the  colours,  and  thtt  movemcuUi  of  them  alL 
AasistA^d  by  tbia  nptieil  inrjimation,  I  could  survey  the  luminary  on 
whi«h  1  dwelt,  the  globes  whoee  orbits  were  concentric  thepo,  ami, 
thou^'h  less  distinctly,  the  other  solar  spheres  which  glowed  in  the 
lirmameut  abovfl  me.  Xot  more  I'lrarly  had  I  deciphered  during  my 
sojourn  on  earth  Ibe  shapes  and  hues  of  the  various  beings  by  which 
il  is  repliMiistuHl,  than  I  now  discerned  the  aspect  and  the  inuvo 
ment*  of  the  cnuntless  species,  animate  and  inanimate,  irith  which 
the  pr<~>digal  muuilicence  of  creative  vriU  has  peopled  the  various 
pUmutary  reginns. 

Hfjv  was  it  through  the  intervention  of  light  merely,  tliat  my  new 
corpcm.nt)'  brought  me  into  communicatiuu  witli  the  works  of  the 
Divine  Architect  It  attracted  and  combined  for  my  study  or  my 
delight^  all  the  vibmtory  movemonte^  and  all  the  gustatory  and 
pungent  emanations,  by  wliich  the  sense  is  aroused  and  gmtitiecL 
Celestial  barmoiiy  floated  around  me,  and  I  breathed  odours  such, 
aa  exlialed  from  ICdon  in  tlic  fresh  dawn  of  the  world's  nativity.  In 
that  world,  chained  down  by  the  cc^arsc  elements  of  fli-ah  and  blood, 
I  had  mught  some  transient  glimpses  of  exterior  things,  through  the 
five  ix>rtjii3  which  opeueil — rfhall  I  say  into  my  fortrejis,  or  my  prison 
liouso  ?  FiTjm  the  glorious  mansion  \vhich  my  s'jul  now  inhabited, 
pervious  to  myself  at  every  point,  though  se-oure  from  every  hostile 
or  unwflcnmo  aggit^ssion,  I  surveyed  the  things  around  mo  in 
aspects  till  now  unimaginecL  I  tlid  not  meroly  soe  and  hear,  taale, 
ameJl,  and  feel,  but  I  exercised  senses  for  which  the  languages  of 
earth  have  no  names,  and  received  intimations  of  properties  and  con- 
ditions of  matter  unuttenible  in  human  discourse.  £mpla3-ing  this 
instrument  of  universal  sensation,  the  inner  forms  of  nature  presented 
themselves  before  rac  as  vividly  as  hi-r  exterior  types.  Tlnus  enter- 
in'*  ber  secret  laboratories,  1  was  present  at  the  composition  and 
the  blundiug  together  of  tlioee  plastic  energies  of  which  mundane 
philosophy  is  content  to  register  some  few  of  tho  superficial  ryeults. 
Each  new  disclosure  afforded  me  a  wider  and  still  lengthening 
measure  of  ibat  unfutbomable  \rifldom  and  power,  with  the  moTO 
ftuhhme  emanations  of  wliich  I  was  thus  bocoming  conversant.  Yet 
each  was  the  flexibility  of  my  spiritualised  organs,  that  at  my  bid- 
ding Uiey  could  absolutely  exclude  every  Inllueuce  from  without, 
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leaving  me  to  enjoy  the  luxuries  of  m&ditation  in  profound  an(3 
ajtfiiilAhle  Holitiule. 

While  thus  T  ]>ai»cd  along  tlie  solar  rejoou-s  aiid  inaJe  ondlo^^ 
accessions  of  kiiowlfNlge,  I  wils  al  first  aluruiinl  Ivsl  my  luiml  should 
have  becu  cruihod  bcncuth  the  weight  of  her  owu  conquests,  and 
the  wholti  should  be  mer^^ed  in  one  chaotic  assemblage  of  eoni'ust.'d 
recollections.  From  tUh)  dangt'i  I  was  reiM:ued  by  another  chimg 
in  my  aninuil  («ouomy.  iJuring  my  planetary  existence,  the 
ture  and  the  health  of  my  bmlii  bail  excn^ftod  a  dc«l>olic  authority 
over  my  ink'Uectual  powers.  Tlien,  my  mind  Uboua-d  incUweiunlly 
over  her  most  wclcume  tasks,  if  accident  or  indi^'cstiou  relaxed,  dis- 
tended, or  cumpre«tic<l  my  ferebi'al  veMsels.  Fur  the  time,  thu  toola 
with  which  she  wrought  wore  deprived  of  their  brightncjia  and  tbi-ir 
edge.  At  such  seaaonB  [and  they  wore  friKjuent),  tlio  recorda 
past  sensations,  and  of  tlie  thought's  a^^soniat^d  with  tliem,  buenc 
illegible  in  my  memory,  or  could  be  rend  there  only  in  diajoinl 
fiagmentti.  An  acid  on  Ids  stomach  would  have  rendered  vuin  the 
boast  of  Caesar,  that  he  coold  addreiiS  each  of  hi^  legiouariet; 
name.  Kvon  when  all  my  pulses  were  beating  with  regularity  an2| 
vigour,  the  bc*t  I  could  accomplish  was  to  gn)(«  backward 
my  Mortj  of  accumulalt'd  knowleilge,  bedding  by  a  single  thread, 
wliich  my  att«utLon  was  coniined,  and  the  loss  of  which  dufealud  all 
my  efforts. 

How  differfint  the  tablets  on  which  my  observations  of  the 
were   recorded  in  my   spiritual  body !      Unconscious   of  Ihtigo 
incapable  of  decay,  and  undisturbed  by  any  of  tliose  innnmera 
proce«£ea  eseential  to  the  conservation  of  mortal  Life,  it  enabled 
to  inscribe  in  indelible  liueti,  a^  on  eomu  outstretched  map,  ei 
anecoBsive  perception,  and  every  tbrnij^ht  Uy  which  it  had  give 
liirth.     At  my  pleasure,  I  could  unroll  and  contemplate  the  cntii 
chart  of  my  past  being.     I  could  render  myself  aa  absolutely  eon 
scions  of  the  former,  as  of  tlie  prffsent  operations  of  my  mind,  aiu 
at  one  rctroajHjclive  glance  could  Inice  buck  to  their  various  fountj 
all  the  tribuUiry  streimis  which  combiueil  to  swell  tJio  cum^nt  of  i 
immediate  contempliitione.     Gliding  over  the  various  proviuoea 
.  the  solar  world,  and  gathi-ring  in  each  new  treasuTos  of  informatioB 
I  deposited  tlieni  all  beyond  the  reach  of  the  great  spoiler  Time, ; 
this  ample  storehouse  of  a  plenary  memorj'.     With  the  inereaao 
my   iutellt4;tual  hoard,  my  craviiigs  for  such  wealth   continually 
ongnienied.     It  was  an  avarice  wliieh  no  gains  could  satiate,  and  ' 
the  indulgence  of  which  imagination  itaelf  could  aaaign  no  limit. 

I  should,  however,  liave  become  the  victim  of  my  own  avitlity  foj 
knowledgi^  if  my  ideats  had  still  obeyed  those  laws  of  association  I 
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wtich,  in  my  telliiric  state,  they  had  hccn  subject  Then  it  behoved 
my  reason  to  exercise  a  severo  ami  watclii'iil  government,  Wliwi 
hor  control  waa  relaxed,  my  thoughts  would  break  loose  irom  all 
legitimate  restraint.  They  amin(,»pd  themselves  into  strange  groups 
and  fantastic  combinattontt,  and  established  with  each  other  sncli 
alliances  an  whim,  cajince,  or  accident  BUggestc<l.  Theiw  once  made 
wore  indissolublo.  They  luiserted  their  power  but  ti5o  often,  in 
Te«istaDce  to  the  sternest  mandates  of  my  jmlgmc-ut  and  my  wiLL 
But  in  timta  of  debility,  of  disease,  or  of  aleep,  my  ideas  would  com- 
bine into  hcterogencona  masses,  eecthin;?  and  minKlinR  toRother,  like 
the  ingTttlienis  of  some  wiU'-li's  cauldron,  iLssembKrd  by  her  inc-aiitA- 
tions  to  work  out  some  still  more  potent  spelL  Over  the  whole  of 
tbia  intoxicating  confusion  presided  Carnality,  in  ail  her  nervous, 
cerebral,  vascular,  and  other  forma,  and  working  by  means  of  all  her 
digestive,  secretor}',  and  a^imilating  proceiatea. 

Now,  no  loDger  the  ininato  of  a  tieinulous  and  sordid  tabemaclo 
of  flesh,  but  inlmbiting  a  shrino  ptire  and  enduring  as  her  own 
nature,  my  soul  was  rescued  from  this  ignoble  thraldom.  Accident, 
apjwLite,  lassitude,  the  heat  and  fumes  of  my  animal  laboratory, 
bad  ceased  to  disturb  the  supremacy  of  reasion.  Iiwtrad  of  congre- 
gatiiig  as  an  undisciplined  host,  my  ideas,  as  in  some  etatcly  pro* 
cession,  followed  each  the  other  in  meet  onlcr  and  predeterminod 
sequence, — their  march  unobstructed  by  any  suggestions  or  desired 
originating  in  my  sensuous  frame.  I  had  become,  not  the  pasaivo 
recipient  of  thought,  but  the  unquestioned  soveivign  of  my  own 
mental  operations.  The  matorial  organs,  by  the  aid  of  which  I  now 
wrought  them  out,  obeyed  a  hvw  like  that  on  which  deptind  the 
involuntary  movements  of  the  heart  and  artoriea,  unattended  by  any 
conscious  effort,  and  productive  of  no  fetigue.  Every  increment  of 
knowledge  spontaneously  a»iumod  in  my  memory  iU  proper  place 
and  relative  position  j  and  tho  whole  of  my  intellectual  rveuurces 
fell  into  connected  chains  of  argument  or  illustration,  which  I  could 
traverse  at  pleasure  from  end  to  end,  sLill  finding  the  mutual 
dt*ptnidencc  and  adhesion  of  each  successive  link  unbroken. 

Tu  conU-mpUte  any  truth  in  ull  tho  ivlatioTi*  in  which  it  stAnds  to 
overy  other  truth,  is  to  poasi^ss  the  attribute  uf  omniscience  ;  but  in 
proportiLU  as  any  created  intelligence  can  combine  together  her  ideas 
111  their  various  species,  genera,  classes,  and  orders,  in  the  sam« 
degtf>e  is  dimiiiislied  tho  distance  Irom  the  Supreme  I^lind,  iinmea- 

nbl(>  and  iiiliiute  as  the  intervening  gulf  nmst  ever  remnitL     On 

■th  I  had  bten  compelled,  by  the  feebleness  of  my  cerebral  and 
nervous  economy,  to  render  my  stutlies  almost  exclusively  analytical; 
There,  1  hod  toiled  tu  disuucumtier  every  tiuustiuu  of  wliatevut 
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might  obscure  the  view  of  t!ie  isolat«d  point  proposed  as  the  end  of 
my  inquiries.  Aforak  apart  from  physics,  are  diminitcd  from  logic, 
the  science  of  niirabere  and  of  s\i&ce  detached  trom  the  oxerciftc  of 
the  iinaginatiyo  power,  even  theology  itself  divorced  from  the  devout 
aspirations  to  which  it  tends,  had  each  in  turn  engaged  my  earnest 
piirsuit.  But  to  ascend  those  heights  from  which  they  could  be 
contemplatwl  as  parlH  of  one  liaruionious  whole — to  fifizn  and  to  blexid 
together  tlie  analogies  pervading  the  works  of  poets  and  inathema- 
ticianf),  of  naturalists  and  divini-i* — this  was  an  attempt  whit-h  Itod 
convinced  me  how  indisdolublo  wore  the  fetters  which  riveted  my 
soul  to  her  sluggish  associate.  Set  free  from  this  bondage,  and  mip- 
pliwl  with  an  ijistriiuieut  of  scusal  Urn  wliich  kept  i»ace  with  her  own 
inherent  activity,  elie  fr_*und  and  tlcsired  no  rffiose.  Solar  time  is 
mcasuri'd  by  Uio  rcvohitions  of  thw  ]ilajietary  orlw,  and  from  the 
commencement  to  the  completion  of  his  career  through  the  firma- 
ment} Uranus  would  often  lind  me  still  engaged  in  some  unbroken 
contemplaLiuu.  During  lliut  iulerval  I  bad  completed  Bome  vast 
EyntlitMis,  in  which  were  at  ouce  combined  and  rlistLuguiBhed  all  the 
various  aspecta  under  which  some  provincu  of  knowledge  had  di»- 
clofted  itself  to  my  view.  In  the  nether  world,  high  discourse  liad 
been  held  on  the  connection  of  tho  sciences  ;  but  now  I  discovered 
the  mutual  inlluence,  the  intenictinn,  and  the  simullaueous  workings 
of  their  different  laws.  1  no  longer  cultivated  the  exact  sciences  as 
a  separate  domain,  liut  the  most  severe  physJad  truth  was  revealtid 
to  uie  in  nniou  with  the  richest  huRs  of  id^al  beauty,  with  the  jMjr- 
fecUon  of  the  imitative  arts,  with  the  pure  abstraetious  of  meta- 
jihysictd  thought,  wjt!i  norrativrs  brtlli  liistt^rical  and  romantic,  with 
the  precepts  of  univeiyal  momls,  aud  the  mysteries  of  tho  Divina 
government.  Ontologj* — vain-gloriuus  word  as  used  among  men — 
the  knowledge  of  xmiversal  being  us  disliuct  from  8j>ecie8,  and  of 
epecicj)  as  hamionise4  in  universal  being,  was  the  study  which  eo- 
gagcd  tliu  tiuie  and  rewarded  the  laboun  of  immortal  minds  animat- 
ing s]>iritual  bodies. 

Lut  not  those  who  boost  themselves  in  logic,  Aristotelian  or 
BocouiikU,  assume  that  their  puny  architecture  of  syllogistic  or  in- 
ductive reasoning  at^^.■^is  the  rules  by  winch  the  soul,  K-scued  from 
the  lundrances  of  a  carnal  corporeity,  erects  for  herself  eiUKcoB  of 
knowKilge,  immovable  in  llieir  luise,  beautiful  iu  their  proportions, 
and  towering  in  *;plendid  domes  and  pinnacles  to  the  ekics.  To 
Newton  and  to  TjisL-al  the  theories  of  the  vulgar  geometry  were  as 
instinciively  obvious  as  the  prc^Uminary  axioms  on  which  they  i-wjt. 
While  yet  an  infant,  Mozart  was  possessed  of  all  those  complex 
horuKiuies  which  a  life  of  patient  study  scarcely  reveals  to  inferioi 
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masters  of  his  art.  In  my  pLonetary  eiistcnco,  I  had  rejoicoil  in 
iny  Imbitnal  aptitude  for  physiology  and  historical  roscorclitiB,  nor 
had  I  n-yrotteJ  the  years  of  ceaa^less  toU  devoted  to  them.  But 
MOW  1  iliscuvt-re'I  thiit  in  myself.  &»  in  the  grait  men  1  have  men- 
tioned, th<'  ui!]indit'tisivyiies.s  of  truth  had  depended  fitr  moro  on  the 
auiiiinl  tlian  the  luenUil  fi-nniewurk.  Quick  and  vi^orons,  in  hi|,'h 
ly>hly  health,"  hut  slug^h  and  inert  under  the  pressure  of  corporeal 
debility,  I  leamt-d  that  logic,  experiment,  and  calculation  ha«l  been 
hut  .*n  many  crutches  to  assist  the  movementa  of  the  halt  and  feeble  ; 
and  that,  with  a  physical  instniuuintality  which  study  could  not 
exhauHt  nor  disetise  assail,  intuition  took  the  placet  of  n^asonin^  I 
hecame  mther  the  conscious  witness,  than  the  agent,  of  the  process 
hy  which  consequencee  were  evolved  &om  the  prcnuaea  brought 
under  my  notice. 

In  tlie  Bocit'ty  of  which  I  hjwl  lM>comfi  a  member,  as  in  mundane 
communities,  discoursi}  was  nmongt^t  the  chitif  springs  Irotti  of  im- 
provi^mont  and  deliglit.  So  curiously  fashioned  was  the  integument 
within  whicli  my  mind  waa  now  envclo^jol,  that,  after  the  manner 
of  an  eyelid,  it  could  otther  exclude  the  access  of  any  external  excite- 
ment, creating  within  me  on  absolute  and  impregnable  solitude,  or 
lay  open  to  the  iuimediato  survey  of  an  ossociato  any  tliought  or 
oombittuiion  of  thoughts  which  I  desired  to  impart  to  him.  I  had 
acquired  two  distinct  languages,  one  of  visible  signs,  the  other  of 
audible  symbok.  The  first  was  analogous  to  tlie  mute  dialogue  which 
is  carri«l  on  in  pantomime  by  gesture  and  the  varying  expnssiona  of 
the  countenance  ;  though,  unlike  such  diecouree,  it  was  exempt  from 
ail  conjectural  and  ambiguoos  meanings.  As  in  a  camcra-obscura, 
niy  corporeal  organs  n>flecl*d  tlie  workings  of  the  informing  spirit ; 
Bo  that,  like  the  ancitnt  Peruviana,  I  could  converse  as  by  a  series 
of  pictnn?9  proiluci-d  and  shifted  with  instantjineous  rapidity.  Tliis 
mode  of  comrauni(^tion  served  my  turn  when  I  had  any  occurrences 
to  ivlatc,  or  any  question  to  discuss,  of  which  sensuous  objects 
formed  the  basis.  Uut  when  phenomena  purely  psychological. 
dcstituto  of  all  types  in  the  material  crvation,  were  to  be  conveyed 
to  a  companion,  I  had  audillo  symlwls  hy  which  every  intellectual 
conof-ption,  and  each  Huct^Liting  state  of  moral  sentiment,  might  be 
expresawl  as  distinctly  as  geometrical  diagrams  express  the  corre- 
sponding ideas  to  which  they  aro  allied.  Ily  the  intermixture  of 
pictorial  and  symbolical  speech,  I  could  thus  render  myself  intelligi- 
dIo  thniughout  the  whole  range  and  compare  of  my  mental  opera- 
tions, and  could  give  utt<>mnce  to  all  those  subtle  retinements  of 
thought  or  of  sensation,  which  even  amongst  those  who  spoke  the 
Tismacular  tongue  of  PUto,  mnst,  from  the  wont  of  &t  and  determlu- 
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fttp-  indications,  have  Rither  dioil  away  in  silence,  or  linve  been 
uxliiiled  m  eomo  mystic  aud  uniuteUigible  jargon.  Whatever  dis- 
tincluess  uf  bxpresdiun  the  pencil  or  vibrator)'  churds  enabled 
Rapliai!l  or  Iliiiidul  togivn  tcj  thiur  iiiililinu)  but  othur^riiw  in«ilV-i:tual 
conceptions,  I  had  thus  the  power  to  iiii{>iiit  to  each  modification  of 
thonght,  and  to  every  shade  of  feeling.  Verbal  controversies, 
soplii^tr}',  and  all  the  othur  "  idols  of  thu  i;avem,"  hud  disappeaml 
Philosophy  and  ht^r  It^gilimalu  iutsuu,  wisdom,  piety,  and  love,  whr* 
cultivated  and  trwisured  up  by  eaiili  membur  of  the  grvut  eolnr 
family,  not  as  a  private  hoai-d  to  minist*;r  only  to  hia  o^ni  iists,  but 
as  a  fund  universally  communicable,  and  still  augmenting  by  eon* 
stunt  intereluuigo. 

It  la  dilhuult  or  iinpoasible  to  Bj)e.ik  iutelUgibly,  in  the  knguaga 
of  men,  of  the  delights  or  of  the  duties  of  llio  slate  of  being  into 
■which  I  had  thus  cntsred.  Borne  along  in  the  vehicle  of  my 
epiritiial  body,  I  dreaded  no  fatigue,  and  was  deterred  by  no  danger 
in  the  discharge  of  the  most  arduom  enterprist».  Adpc-cts  of  thd 
creation,  hidden  from  me  while  garmented  in  the  gross  elements  of 
fie^h  and  blood,  now  burst  on  my  perception  an  light  viuits  him  who, 
iu  mature  life,  for  the  Grst  tune  acquires  tlie  visual  factdty.  Tlirough 
each  new  avenue  of  sonao  thus  successively  opened  to  me,  my  soul, 
with  raptures,  such  as  seraphs  feel,  drew  in  from  the  still -expanding 
circumference  wonder  and  delight,  and  an  ever- increasing  consciou»> 
aesa  of  the  deptlis  of  her  own  being  and  resources.  Contemplating 
the  hidden  fonati  and  the  oi-cult  mechauism  uf  the  luaterial  uuivenie, 
I  left  behind  me  the  problems  with  which  physical  science  is  con- 
versant, and  advanced  to  that  higher  pliilosophy  which  investigates 
the  propertied  of  spiritual  ugentii ;  and  to  a  iheolog}',  compared  with 
which  Uiat  wliich  1  had  hitherto  acquired  was  as  insigniticaut  as  the 
imirticulato  babblingx  of  the  cradle.  My  retroBpective  consciouanews 
— for  memory  it  can  scarcely  be  called — Bjiread  out  before  me  scenes, 
the  bright,  harmonious,  and  placid  lights  of  which  were  mollowcd, 
though  unobscured,  by  distance.  Misgivings  as  to  the  stability  of 
my  own  opinions  liad  lied  away,  as  tlie  truths  with  which  1  was 
engaged  presented  thennselvos  to  me  siuiultuneuut^Iy  in  tlieir  relative 
boamigs  and  mutual  depeudeace.  Love,  pure  and  catboUc,  wamied 
and  expanded  my  heart,  as  thoughts  wi^o,  equitable,  and  benign 
flowed  from  other  minds  into  my  own  in  a  continuous  etrcam ;  the 
(K^llucid  waters  of  which,  in  the  inlierent  transparency  of  our  regen- 
emto  nature,  no  deceit  coiUd  darken  and  no  giiilo  pollute.  My  cor- 
poreal fabric,  now  become  the  ptwsive  inslrumi-nt  of  my  will,  im- 
portuned me  with  no  unwelcome  intrusions ;  but  buoyant,  ilexibli^ 
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and  inKtmct  Tvitli  Hfo  and  vipouT,  obeyed  every  volition,  and  oli- 
fitructed  tlio  iit!comjiHshment  of  none. 

Yet  had  I  not  passetl  into  that  torj^id  elysium  of  which  some 
have  drcamt-d,  and  over  the  descriptions  of  which  many  more  havo 
BlumberetL  Virtue,  and  her  stern  associate,  Self-control,  exact 
obedieni-ti  not  from  the  dcnizene  of  vorth  alone,  but  from  the  rational 
inhabitanU  of  every  province  of  the  nnivereal  empire.  With  cath 
accoflsion  of  knowledge  and  of  menial  power,  my  view  beiiamo  con- 
tinually wider  and  more  extended  of  that  gulf,  which,  etrctcbiiig  ont 
in  measureless  infiniluJe.  separateB  the  Source  of  Beiu{^  from  tlie 
jnngt  ('xnllM  of  his  intelligont  oHspriiig.  My  aliianre  in  the  Bivine 
wtoduni  and  rectitude,  repaying  on  foundntionB  deep  and  firm  in 
proportion  lo  my  larger  acquaintince  with  tho  ways  of  l*rovidence, 
was  still  nccessjiry  1<»  sustain  iny  tn*mbliug  spirit  ns  I  meditated  on 
the  mysteries  of  the  Divine  government.  For,  within  the  n-acb  of 
my  clwtirvntioii,  were  diacendlilo  ngonising  inti-nBitiua  of  «uffi*ring, 
abyiMet)  of  [lollution  and  of  gnilt,  attesting  the  awful  powers  both  of 
endumntv.  nml  of  activity  of  niind»  ejertetl  from  the  defonoea,  and 
despoile*!  of  thy  narcotics,  once  oltonled  Ihem  by  their  animal  stnic- 
tare.  Awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  inhei^nt  though  long-tilumt]er- 
ing  energies,  they  were  captives.  Exposed  to  every  paini'ul  excite- 
ment hy  which  the  ftentient  faculty  can  be  stimulatwl,  Oiey  were 
niUtrd.  Kciuling  on  tlie  face  of  nature  inscriptions  liU  now  illegible, 
they  mvr  in  i\u;m  their  own  condemnation.  Romem>iering  each 
ineidont  of  their  former  cxistonce,  they  found  in  each  fresh  aliment 
for  despair.  Disahused  of  the  iUxisiona  of  soplustry  and  selfdiTve, 
truth  shed  on  thorn  the  appalling  glare  of  inevitable  light  Inter* 
cbangiiig  thoughts  without  the  pn.«j>ibilitT  of  disguise,  every  foid  and 
malignant  denire  diffusrd  amongst  them  a  deadly  contagion.  Desti- 
tute of  any  separate  wants  or  interests,  their  bodies  could  no  longer 
minister  to  them  the  poor  relief  of  an  alternation  of  distress.  ITie 
relurlant  and  occasional  spectator  of  such  woe«,  I  found  in  fiutli 
oihI  hope,  and  meek  adoration,  the  solace  which  ray  labouring  spirit 
requirct^l  —  a  ta-sk  commensurate  with  my  now-elevated  powers, 
though  the  firmest  and  the  holiest  of  niortak,  while  yet  detained  in 
his  tenement  of  the  llesh,  would  have  been  cmahed  and  maddened 
beneath  the  burden  of  that  fearful  sight. 

In  the  schools  of  the  wt-rld^  I  had  wandered  in  the  endless  mazes 
of  fate  and  free-will,  and  the  origin  of  eviL  An  inhabitant  of  the 
great  celestial  huoinary,  I  Ije^ame  awat«  of  relatione  till  then  un- 
heard of  and  inconceivable,  between  the  Emanalive  Essence  and 
the  hofits  of  subordinate  i'.pirita,  and  of  questions  tbcDce  resulting 


622 


THK  mtTTORlAS    OK   ENTHDSIASM. 


of  Buch  strange  and  mighty  import,  that,  prostrating  myself  Tjeibre 
the  wisdom  »iul  beiioviil(>nt:B  of  lh»  T^EoRt  Hi^'ii,  I  wan  still  cum- 
pelledt  in  reverential  awe,  to  fleli«owloili;«  how  in&cniTnbk'^  even  to 
my  ex[)Hni1od  capiicity,  was  tliu  thick  diu-knosa  whidi  shrouds  liii 
secret  pavilion. 

^'or  yvera  there  wanting  tasks,  wbicli  summoned  to  the  nf 
lieight  of  daring  the  most  courageous  of  the  InlmlHtanta  of  the  sphere 
to  whioh  I  liad  been  ti-anslat^^d.  Glorious  recompense  was  to  bo  won 
^y  dwds  such  as  immortal  beings  only  could  undertake  or  meditate. 
itinistera  of  the  Supreme,  we  braved  at  His  bidding  tJie  privation  o£ 
oil  other  joys  in  the  delight  of  prompt  obedience  to  Uis  \nlL  We 
■waged  with  His  enemies  fierce  connicta,  and  expose*!  ourselvts  to 
ills,  intense  during  their  continuance,  in  propDrtiou  to  the  exquisite 
ecnsibilitks  of  our  purilic-d  cnrpnreity.  ImiM^llisl  by  irresistible  Wim- 
pasirion,  by  the  cravings  of  iiiwitiable  benovolente,  or  by  the  Vfhenwnt 
desire  to  obtain  or  to  impart  tidings  alTecting  the  happiness  of  our 
own  or  of  other  onlers  uf  tliiukiug  beinga,  our  active  powers,  with  all 
our  resources  of  couKtaut^y,  magnanimity,  and  jrrutleuce,  were  called 
into  habitual  eserciAB  ;  nor  were  tbere  waiittitg  ^lignitiea  to  be  at- 
tained, or  eceptrce  to  be  won,  as  the  meet  reward  of  illustrious 
achievements. 

A  soft  and  protmcted  flow  of  vocal  harmony,  sustained  by  the 
firmer  cwlenceaf  vibmtingchords,  now  broke  in  on  my  contemplations. 
It  could  (I  at  liist  thought)  be  nothing  else  than  a  choir  of  sempha 
hymning  the  glorious  exploits  of  the  immortals  among  whom  I  so 
joumed.  Yet  the  notca  wwmwl  familiar  as  household  names,  azkd 
the  deepest  springs  of  affection  began  to  rise  within  me  aa  I  listened 
to  those  young  and  well-remembeped  voicee.  ITien  we  heard  the 
joyous  laugh,  the  logs  crackling  on  the  warm  heartli,  and  the  hiaslMJ 
urn  ;  while  the  gentle  prest^uro  on  my  shoulder  of  &  liand  embflUau^H 
wilh  tlie  still  bright  nuptial  ring,  ii!rnUi.Hl  me  from  the  Empyrsao 
on  high  to  my  home  on  earth,  liom  the  Paradise  above  to  the  li^leu 
•which  I  had  been  gracioueily  permitted  to  cultivate  and  adorn  Iwlow. 
I  cannot  truly  say  that  I  regrettwl  Llie  dt'sct-nt ;  yet  when  the  veflpert 
of  my  houAchuId  had  been  sung,  and  the  Divine  prtfsencc  invoked, 
and  the  parantal  benedictions  utteivd,  and  my  happy  clioribti-r«  di»* 
niisse<t  to  their  light  slumbers,  I  calle*!  once  more  fur  my  trusty  pen, 
nn<l  drew  up  a  sketch  of  *'  The  Physical  'llioory  of  a  Future  .State," 
which,  when  matnrtil  by  more  patient  labour,  became  one  of  the 
most  popukr  of  the  works  which  I  have  given  to  the  world  without 
my  name,  though  not  ^rithout  the  hope  to  win  an  enduring  ropuLatiun 
among  men. 
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M'hen  tlie  authoT  of  the  "  Xatural  History  ■''f  Knihusiaam  "  tlirew 
aw&y  tlie  scahbard  in  hia  war  with  the  ptrioclical  trilKi,  ho  must  have 
been  prepared  for  vindictive  reprisals.  But  it  ia  improl)al)Ie  that  ha 
ever  anticipated  them  in  a  form  so  aadanious  as  thia  To  invent  and 
pablish  an  autobiograpliy  for  Uim  !  to  infer  his  petsomd  history  from, 
his  Iu4t4)rical  and  other  inquiries  !  to  spell  out  even  hia  dreams  from 
his  physiologii^fll  8|jcculations  !  all  this  is  (he  may  perhaps  say)  to  be 
exceedingly  irnpertinc-nt  Yet  we  have  studied  his  -writings  to  Utile 
purpose  if  such  shall  be  his  real  scntcnco.  Supposing  him  to  con- 
descend ao  fej  as  to  read  such  pages  as  these  at  all,  he  vnU  (we  doubt 
not)  recnjnus«  in  them  rather  the  feelings  of  attachment  and  reverence 
■witli  which  a  grateful  pupil  Ionics  up  to  his  t*>acher,  than  the  offens- 
ive familiarity  which  would  level  the  ilistinctions  ^>f  int<!ll(H:tual  rank. 
Tlie  Blation  ho  holds  (or  deserves  to  hold)  in  the  pomnionwrallh  of 
letters,  wo\Ud  make  such  ruilenesa  recoil  with  destructive  force  on  the 
presumptuous  author  of  it 

His  title  to  that  elation  resfs  chiefly  in  the  breadth  and  compn>- 
lionsiveness  of  his  views  of  the  history,  the  prospects,  and  the  character 
of  our  nu^e.  H  is  survry  of  huiiuiu  afliiirs  is  conducted  fmm  an  eleva- 
iion  far  above  tJio  mists  of  religious  or  jiotitical  partisanship.  His 
moet  Inquisitive  readers  could  never  have  discovered  that  he  was  a  , 

.  Nonconformist,  hud  he  not  auuounc^d  himself  in  that  character. 
Unaided  by  that  avowal,  he  must  have  been  considereil  only  as  a 
coemopotitau  studt-nt  and  teacher  of  Christian  ethics  and  poUty  ;  as 
the  grave  censor  of  all  ecclesiastical  sects,  the  admirer  of  none,  the 
eulogist  of  none,  the  member  of  none  ;  as  contemplating  the  nnivcrsol 
Chureh  imd  each  of  her  children  (disunited  and  disconlant  as  they 
«e)  with  a  fervent  though  foit^bodiug  affi^tion.  and  yet  as  pledged 
to  a  passionate  and  relentless  hostility  against  that  sect  (ever  shil'ting 
its  name  but  never  changing  its  charHCtfir),  which,  under  tlif  sem- 
blance of  superhuman  virtuta,  and  tlie  pretext  of  divine  authority, 
Ktill  aims  at  tlie  establishment  of  a  spiritual  despotism  over  the  people, 
and  the  kingdom,  of  the  Kedeemer. 

The  "  Matuial  Uist«ry  of  Lnthusiasui  "  and  the  kindred  works 
wltich  followed  it,  constitute  in  effect  a  series  of  lectures  ou  tlie 
latent  principl*^*  which  govern  the  course  of  (x'ciesiastical  affairs, 
and  which  solve  the  enigma-s  reconcile  the  contradictions,  and  bar- 
montse  the  jarring  elements  by  which  they  are  iKTplexed.     Striding 

-'trom  one  height  of  generalisation  to  another,  the  teacher  leaves  lai 
below  him  the.  lower  world  in  which  autiquariaiis,  fltory-tellers, 
biographers,  and  dramatistJii  are  seeking  the  niatei-ials  of  their  several 
crafia.  He  narTat<;s  no  incidents,  skettdies  no  characters,  and 
delineates  no  aspect  either  of  social  or  of  solitar)'  life.     His  readers 
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are  supposed  to  be  as  familiap  witli  the  mere  facts  of  history  ad 
lumsolf  (a  very  hazardous  supposition),  and'must  bring  to  tho 
Ijemsol  of  thtfse  books  either  much  knowlodi^p,  or  unbounded  faith. 

liut  though  thus  dwelling  on  the  mountain  tops  of  olwtniction, 
he  never  Htt^nipU*  to  acjile  lioyon<l  the  liraitfl  wilhiii  wliieh  the  in- 
spiii'd  voluniL'  has  circumscribed  aU  huniiin  inquiries.  His  oseout  to 
Christianity  ia  no  faint  admisaion  that  the  halftnce  of  rc^nilicting 
nrguntftnta  incHnea  in  favour  of  that  boh'ef.  It  is  a  conviction  root«'i 
in  thH  inmoi!t  recesses  of  hi«  soul,  the  germinating  principle  of  all 
the  thou^'hts  wliich  have  taken  tho  deepest  root,  and  which  most 
huturiaiitly  llourish  there.  Though  it  ia  at  once  the  labour  and  the 
fiolat^e  nf  hii^  liftj  t-o  scale  the  eminences  and  to  measure  tho  de[»thH 
of  truth  ;  yet  trath  and  the  Christian  revelation  are  aynnnymea  in 
his  vocabulary.  With  an  ear  trained  to  listen  to  tho  under  t-ontu 
of  tho  Divine  voice,  and  a  heart  exercised  in  interpreting  the  in- 
articulate language  of  the  Di%'ine  government,  he  has  etiiditd  tho 
written  word  as  they  only  can  study  it,  to  whom  it  is  the  distinct 
ocho  or  the  vivid  rejection  of  those  interior  senses. 

Wliilo  thu.s  grapi>ling  with  princiides  of  the  widest  span,  our 
lecturer  never  indulges  himsolf  in  sn  much  ns  a  mninentiiry  roposo 
in  the  h»p  of  mysticism.  Ho  steadily  refuses  the  too  rvady  aid  of 
that  familiar  narcotic.  His  outline  is  dni\m  with  a  hand  as  iree  and 
btild  as  that  of  Guizot,  his  speculations  are  scarcely  less  recunditti 
than  those  of  Coleridge,  but  his  atlileiic  good  sense  disdains  to 
enlai^  it^^lf  by  looming  through  a  fog.  Master  as  he  is  of  thd 
chtaro-«curo,  the  love  of  trath  is  ever  too  strong  in  him  for  the  tovo 
fif  art.  lie  has  risen  above  the  fashions  of  his  ago  so  far  as  to  shun 
the  region  in  wliich  subhuiity  and  nonsense  hold  divided  rule ;  i^ 
membyrin^,  perhaps,  that  it  has  never  been  frequented  by  any  of 
the  master-spiriU  of  the  world,  and  that,  among  men  divinely  in- 
spired, he  who  was  at  once  tho  greatest  and  the  most  profoundly 
learned,  had  thouglit  it  better  to  speak  five  words  to  edification, 
than  to  Piwuk  ten  thousand  words  in  an  unknown  tnngue. 

And  yet  these  works  have  never  been  tL'\vaR.led  by  the  full  tide 
of  ftpplauae  or  of  popularity  to  which  they  have  so  many  titles. 
The  tribute  n-iidered  to  their  writer  has  been  very  inadej^uate  to  his 
claims  on  the  public  gratitude.    It  is  not  dilhcult  to  assign  the  reason. 

AViadom  is  lovely  still,  in  ever^-  fonn  and  under  every  disguise  ; 
whether  inspiring  the  merriment  of  Momns,— or  prattling  in  homely 
fables, — or  carving  on  the  mind  of  man,  as  on  a  tablet,  apotht^matic 
inscriptions  for  the  use  of  all  agna, — or  employing  us  her  tustru- 
luent  the  passions  of  the  orat<.>r,  the  visions  of  the  poet,  or  tha 
abstractions   of  ths  pbiloiiopher.      liut  even  wisdom    ceases  to 
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eaptivntf*,  Wrausft  she  fcftscs  to  hv.  rftcoj^iiiRwl,  wlu;ii  slie  sustain* 
ftt  the  same  tnoment  ditferent  and  inharmonious  oflices,  or  dia- 
meter? *i  variance  with  each  other.  Pasquin  iinpOBsioned,  yEsop 
ihetfjtirai,  Knuiklin  vitsionury,  Dcniatthent^i  rliul  in  JanjiMM*  siiit 
df  motley,  are  so  many  masnuemders,  from  whom  the  studious 
exp(H;t  no  ini(trui:tion,  and  the  idle  no  nmuMTnicnt^  Cungniity  of 
style  is  not  less  indite p<.>n$abk>  than  unity  of  design,  to  the  success 
of  any  work  of  art. 

To  the  neglect  and  want  of  that  eongniity,  the  hiatoriiui  of  "Ku- 
thusiafim,"  of  "Spiritual  T)flnp(>tisiri,''  and  of  "Fanaticism,"  must 
■jw-nl't;   the  ilisjiivifiortion  ht^twiH-.ii  thv  jwwer  whiirh   antnmlcs  his 
writings,  and  the  ellw't  which  thiiy  produce.     Tliat  which  should 
be  narrativG  is  absorhed^  and,  as  it  were,  <Iricd  up  into  aphoiiams, 
and  that  which  Hhoidd  be  aphorism  is  dissolved  :uid  expanded  in  a 
flood  of  rhetoric.     ITis  Tx^oks  fioutain  neither  (XTun-encea  for  the  *. 
enlorlainmcnt  of  the  inquisitive,  nor  a  body  of  carefully-digested  1/ 
and  weU-mcfLsurc^i  doctrines  for  the  meditation  of  llie  thoughtiiil.  I\ 
Tho  teaching  and  the  elo<(uencc  jar  with,  and  spoil  one  another. 

The  bto<)uence,  moreover,  is  none  of  the  best.  Be  his  theme 
what  it  may,  the  mandi  of  the  histfirian  nr  let-turer  is  still  the 
same  ;  stalely,  studied,  and  wearisome,  jieniHi  ndlfi  afb-r  period  in 
measured  coilence,  page  answers  page  in  scientilic  Imrniony.  This 
piimgmph  ehallengea  applause  for  its  melndiouH  swell,  llmt  for  its 
skilful  complexity,  the  next  for  the  protracted  aimilo  with  whinh  it 
brings  some  profound  inquiry  to  a  pirture»jue  and  graceful  close 
But  the  free  movement  and  the  welcome  wpofto,  and  the  brave 
neglect  ofemV'lliHhmcnt.'*,  which  are  the  usual  l«idge,s  of  power,  are 
wanting  ;  and  their  absnnen  mipgests  the  vrtj'  erroneous  belief  that 
the  power  on  which  they  usually  wait  is  wanting  also. 

This  superfine  style  is  a  besetting  sin  of  modem  nonconfonniaf*" 
literoture.  It  has  infected  the  sermons  of  Hall,  their  greatest 
preacher,  the  eesaj's  of  Foster,  their  greatest  thinker,  and  the 
commentary  of  Atlam  Clarice,  their  gr».'ate*t  biVdicisU  It  may  be 
tmeed  in  other  living  authors  among  them  not  less  distinctly  than 
in  this  their  I'nelootor  on  Churc-h  Uistory.  It  springs  oat  of  the 
jpoloasy  Hud  the  aelf-assertiou  incident  to  the  plac*  they  occujiy  in 
lite  eoi*ial  and  the  learned  world.  It  says,  or  ifoeuis  to  say,  though 
Oxfonl  rejects  \i»,  and  Cambridge  knows  us  not,  and  Lamboth  looks 
down  on  us,  and  May  Fair  osrliewa  our  company,  yet  you  shall  see 
that  we  con  bo  as  refined  and  as  elevnte>:l  in  sentiment,  and  as 
abstruse  in  speculation  as  the  test  of  them ;  that  we  can  writ*  as 
omtors,  and  as  learnedly  «»  if  we  wore 
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hoods  in  bt  Marj*'8.     In  very  deed,  g<K>d  friends,  you  con  do 
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all  tliis,  and  many  moro  an<J  lifttor  thin-fa  tJmn  thpM  ;,  and  you 
wonld  do  them  too,  il'  yoii  njiild  tint  srtUn  it  iii  your  winds  Umt 
from  the  scorn  which  ^d\&,  imd  the  indiguitieo  which  niflle  you, 
you  have  im  appeal  both  to  Or-  and  Trans-athuitic  England,  and 
that  your  appeal  will  hn  most  eJTfcUially  tnadi-,  when  mmlu  wilh 
the  least  supming  coniwiousnesa  of  the  wrongs  umJer  wliioh  yuit 
luhour 

Style  in  literature  is  like  manner  in  society — the  superficial  indpx 
which  all  can  read  of  intwTial  i^ualitica  which  few  can  decipher.  If 
thu  author  of  thusc  liMUiireH  luid  Rssays  Itjui  ejthi^r  wriUf^ii  with  eow 
and  simplicity,  or  Itad  ditigtii»ed  his  meaning  unJer  i^jiasmodiu  ooti- 
tortioiia,  or  had  talkcid  over  these,  gia^ie  niatt^^rs  in  th(;  tone  of  a 
blunt  hmnorist,  or  had  llattoned  thi^m  down  to  the  level  of  a  mono- 
tonoiia  orthodoxy  ;  iJ',  in  a  wonl,  h«  bad  i*itln'r  risfu  to  the  gracc-s  uf 
Rattirc',  or  nondcwx-ndwl  to  those-  of  affectiitinn,  liii  admirers  would 
have  Vf-n  more  nimierouB  anil  moro  pnthusintitic.  lAnjjuiigi'  in  lii» 
bonds  is  an  irifttrumont  of  wonderful  volume,  flexibility,  and  com- 
pass ;  but  it  le  uiudo  to  jiroducc  liarmonies  of  such  tjubtlu  flalwrntion, 
that  the  uar  bcIibb  fur  llie  evmi  flow  of  a  f<;w  plain  wordi)  quietly 
takinfj;  their  pm^H-r  phutes.  Fe.li('itou3  cxpreesion  ii$  an  exevUent 
thing  in  its  srason  ;  hut  iwrrn  up  a  whole  octavo  full  of  exquisite 
sentences,  and  neither  Uie  j^eat  nor  the  cook  himjjelf  can  clearly  tell 
what  the  repast  is  made  of.  In  the  didactic  worke  of  the  Historian 
of  Enthusia-Hm,  an  in  those  of  J>r  Chauuing,  pfuury  and  allhiencc  of 
I  thought  are  made  to  look  so  like  each  other,  that  they  inuKl  be  im- 
I  dressed  iu  order  to  bo  distiuj; niched  ;  and  while  he  is  making  out 
which  is  which,  the  courteous  reader  is  apt  to  lim^  bis  court<«y.  In 
proportion  as  ho  is  the  mure  profound  thinker  ol'  the  two,  the  Ene- 
iishman  is  the  more  to  be  upbraided  for  the  pervene  iiiguimiLy  whidt 
thus  mars  his  own  success.  Objects  so  elevated  as  his  ought  not  to 
have  betm  exp<i:u^d  to  sur^h  hazard. 

It  ia,  however,  chiofly,  though  not  exclusively,  when  lie  Alia  the 
ProfoBsor's  choir,  that  ho  is  to  l>e  numbered  among  the  promoters 
" comiptae  eloquentiie."  As  an  assailant  of  the  heretiiarilis  of  hii 
ue,  he  was  quite  another  man,  and  hia  wat^iy  rang  f^haqi  and  clear. 
His  philosophic  and  his  belligerent  notes  diffored  as  tlie  oonUniions 
of  the  muscloB  difler  &om  ealistheuics ;  or  as  8anison  struggling  with 
the  cords  which  bound  him,  differed  from  .Samson  falling  with  mi- 
fettered  limba  on  tlie  hapless  i'hilislines.  Throwing  aside  his  gown, 
with  all  its  elaborate  and  graceful  folds,  he  ginled  up  his  loiim  for 
the  combat,  and  presented  himself  to  his  appUujding  frientla  and 
discomfited  op|Hment«  a  literary  athlete,  in  good  wind  and  perfect 
taixung,  his  thoughts  condensed  and  his  words  oompieiiiiad  within 
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Ihb  narrow  limiU  of  lime  aiid  »\>wx  punnilteJ  liiio  by  tlie  conditioua 
of  tlie  cuiitn>rei¥y.  KtK-U  KU<:ce8sivt)  itiiiul»er  Wuniu  moro  iii<i-vuU8, 
Iiung<*nt.  imd  iiiinnmtit!,  ami  he  quitod  the  fiehl  not  wiihuut  Ihn 
pnise  (thf  last  pmbably  to  wlucji  he  ever  ospinKl)  of  coutfidtiiuble 
proficiency  «;vun  in  the  arts  cf  sarcasm  and  hantcr. 

In  hi^*  sppfiulationft  on  the  Htalo  ami  enijdnyni'.'nt^  oC  th*t  human 
auiil  wht'H  I'lail  with  her  post-H"-pulchral  or  8i>iritual  hody,  he  n'SUiiiod 
tho  nh.str.ict  stylo  of  his  pmdiTtidiin  (xdishid  up  t«  a  hiMj^ht  id"  {laiu- 
ful  briUiiincy,  thouyh  their  liir^'id  and  declamaton*  tone  wna  wc- 
cJiangwl  fur  a  manner  mure  in  unison  with  themes  bo  ^(ravu  and  so 
exal(«/d.  Voyagps  uf  discuvery  in  I'topia,  when  (r(iiidiii:l*il  hj-  akiJ- 
fol  expl'iralore,  are,  howevor,  eu  rich  in  tho  retunm  thi-y  umk^  to 
thin  world  of  reaiitiL'a,  that  it  wouUi  bt;  nu-rc  ca|itiuuHm-^  to  com- 
plain of  the  pbnis«olo},;y  of  the  journal  or  the  log-book. 

8ino(>  deiitb  untorul  into  uur  world,  overy  tribe  of  men,  almost 
every  individual  of  our  species,  baa  been  kbouriu^^  to  peuutnto  the 
dark  abyas  into  which  it  c^JiiduL'ts  one  gunerutiun  after  another, 
Sinpio  drt-amt  of  iHilloquicis  with  tho  wiso  and  tlie  gcHitl  of  all  agca. 
MaJiomet  taught  the  students  of  the  Koran  to  drpani  (if  Side's  trana- 
Ution  may  be  trusted)  of  "rivivrs  of  incorraptibh;  wut<;r  and  rivers 
of  milk,  the  taste  wheruuf  cbajigcth  not  ;  gardens  plaiited  with 
kdiaily  Uvi}n.  in  fa<^h  of  whjt^h  slmll  he  two  tloMing  fountains ; 
couidieti,  tb«<  liniiiga  whereof  sludl  \w  nf  thiirk  tjitk,  interwoven  with 
gold  :  and  tviiutuoue  danmda  refraining  their  eyes  fn>iu  behnlding 
uxy  but  their  spousea.  having  compK'Xtans  like  rubies  and  pearls. 
Mid  fine  blatk  eyes."  The  l:^e4|uiraaux  also  has  his  heaven,  where 
Boal-akins  may  be  procured  in  placid  wtas,  and  undying  l!iui[>8  are 
fed  with  tnexhaiiatible  suppliocj  of  Lhe  o<Iorou8  grvase  of  Iteuia. 

The  Btreani  ciin  ripe  iiu  higher  than  the  fountain.  Our  ideas  of 
unmurtal  goa<l  are  but  ampliHcations  of  our  mortal  enjoyiniMit^.  To 
MBOciate  together  all  innocent  and  not  incompatible  delii>htfi  known 
to  tu  by  actual  experience,  eubtnicting  from  them  every  alloy  of 
pain,  satiety,  and  languor,  and  IhuH  to  siibhmatc  and  iletine  our  con- 
ceptiouK  of  felicity,  i»  to  be  the  creaU^r  of  the  only  ht^iveu,  by  the 
eonteniplatinn  vt  which  hope  can  }h>  fsuslained  and  urtivity  Invigur* 
ated.  He  who  nintit  diligently  and  cheerfully  »nrveya  the  "  hiippy 
gardens"  U>  which  a  iM^nign  Providftnce  may  have  condut^trd  hiniin 
thia  world,  is  the  best  quidilied  lx>  depict  the  Klysium  which  reiuson 
or  iuutgination  has  laid  out  and  planted  for  the  abode  of  the  hle^dud 
beyond  llie  grove. 

The  author  of  "Tlie  Physical  Theory  of  a  Future  IJfe,"  jndgod 
by  this  teat,  must  \>c  esteemed  a  wis*;  and  happy  roan.  Wise, 
because,  affecting  no  superhuman  diadain  of  mere  bodily  grattfica- 
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tioni;,  hi!  has  no  fear  of  arknowleijging  to  othere,  or  to  him»*elf,  Iha 
dopenilGncu  uf  his  spintnal  un  liits  animal  ecotiomy  ;  and  Imppy, 
because  he  must  distinctly  have  experienced  tliat  unrpsisting  ser- 
vitude of  the  body  to  the  ficul,  which  he  has  so  vividly  doscribfd  as 
tho  preat  t'kincnt  of  her  serenity  and  freedom.  Such  as  is  his  Bolar 
Paradise,  such  must  also  have  \ieen  his  earthly  Kden  :  the  first,  his 
future  hlesttHtlneMH  in  the  IiiglieHl  conceivable  measure ;  the  lust,  his 
present  ]m]>pin(i88  in  tlio  lii^hoi^t  attainable  degree.  Such  a  mld- 
mininipr  night's  tln-ani  nnuld  have  visited  the  slumbors  nf  no  on« 
whose  fancy  was  tainted  witli  sensual  defilement,  or  whose  inteilect 
was  untrainc^l  to  active  exercise  and  close  self-inspection.  Or,  if 
tlie  theorist  lie  n-ally  entitled  to  no  higher  praise  than  that  of  hav- 
ing skilfully  selected  the  moat  alluring  possibilities  of  future  good 
from  th«  many  coluistial  scbemes  with  which  the  jjootry  aiul  the 
Jictiun  of  all  ages  abound,  yet  even  so  it  must  be  conceded  that  the 
choice  has  been  guided  by  opinions  such  as  every  one  must  wish  to 
adopt,  and  by  tastes  which,  in  our  Wller  moments,  we  should  aH 
deeiiv  to  gratify. 

If  our  theciri»t  had  constructed  his  heaven  from  the  materiaU 
gathered  in  his  survey,  not  of  his  dumestlc,  tut  nf  the  outer  world, 
there  would,  wo  appn?hfnd,  have  been  but  few  aspirants  for  a  trauB- 
lutiuu  to  it.  For,  botb  the  world  of  active  and  the  world  of  oun- 
teraplative  life,  as  they  exist  beyond  the  precincts  of  Ids  own  retire- 
nit'iit,  present  themselves  to  htm  in  dark  and  uninviting  aspects. 
He  mourns  ovor  tho  low  eslatb  of  tbL^-diig}'  among  ns,  and  laments 
the  degradation  of  alt  those  higher  intellectual  pursuits  with  which 
theology  maintains  an  iudiissoluljlo  coimectioa.  Acquainted,  perhaps 
hut  too  well,  with  the  reiligioiis  parties  of  our  State,  iht^ir  iiitirmitieB 
und  their  faults,  he  [>ours  out  eloquent  longings  for  the  advent  of  a 
lU'iii-  catholic  spirit,  of  piety  more  iuteuse  and  le«9  ostentatioiis,  and 
of  a  sacred  literature  animated  by  some  nobler  impulse  than  the  hira 
of  booksellers  and  the  iiraise  of  ephememl  critics.  Uis  own  laboura 
lor  the  happiness  of  nmukiud  do  not  seem  to  be  well  sustained  by 
the  cheering  iidluence  of  hupe.  His  philauUiropy  is  ever  tinged 
vith  sadness.  Uc  lovej>  cluiilren^  In^cause  they  are  exempt  from  the 
prevailing  degeneracy  ; — and  the  face  of  rwture,  because  it  is  tJie  one 
unsullied  reile<-tion  uf  the  benignity  of  the  Creator  ; — and  the  Imoka 
of  other  times,  Ijecause  they  are  the  records  of  human  wisdom,  whose 
liviog  voice  is  no  longer  to  l>e  heunl ; — and  the  Univeisal  Church, 
because  it  is  the  ark  Hi»ftting  on  tho  troiiblwl  watia-s  of  this  evil 
time,  freighted  with  the  Ijest  tn-aHuros,  and  charged  with  the  destinies 
of  our  race.  Man  also  he  loves,  but  with  feelings  pensive  if  not 
laehmcholyf  and  £istidious  even  when  moat  benignant.  Id  his  many 
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liooks  thi>ro  h  no  ilugfi  of  8|>lf«D  ;  but  ihey  cxliibil  that  dugusi  for 
Uicj  foUii-«  and  tho  vices  of  the  world,  which  at  once  domands  and 
di&courngee  exertion. 

Coating  off  tbe«e  depro&sing  tnilaeDcea,  ho  has,  hovover,  dovotod 
nil  the  rwiourcus  of  a  comiirehfusive  understanding,  and  all  the 
afTLH:tioi>«  of  a  benevolent  htart,  to  curntot  the  general  debasement, 
and  tM  i>x)iiliit  a  nitKhtl  <if  thi>M-  higtitir  piii-KuiUs  to  ^Thiclt  lie  wortU) 
ivcLalm  his  fienoration.  Knthusiosl*,  faiiatifis,  sj^iritiial  despots, 
acioli^U  in  erlucntion,  the  pastors  who  slumber  witiiin  the  fold,  and 
robbers  i'unn  withnut.  who  spoil  it,  iVirm  a  cnnfederu-y,  tho 
ilant  ol"  tt'hich  ahouUl  be  encourajjeil  by  the  RnUitinIe  of  all  good 
men.  If  tho  siml  of  Willinni  C^wikt  y«,^t  bn-athiy*  aiiinnj;  us,  it  ia 
tbiough  the  lips  of  tlie  historijm  uf  Entliu»iflsm.  Not.  indeed,  that 
the  poet  has  found  a  successor  in  the  magie  art  of  oi^taMishijig  a 
jienonal  and  affeelinnate  iDtiiuaey  betwwii  hiuiBeli'  and  his  readera. 
There  is  no  n«w  liw-aide  like  that  of  Olney  ^lU^d  wbieh  we  can 
gather;  nor  any  walks  like  tho«c  td'  Woaton  Underwood,  of  which, 
we  are  the  companinna ;  nor  a  heart  at  once  broken  and  playfiil, 
whose  eonviWB  and  amusomcnts  are  our  own  ;  nor  ai-c  we  surrounded 
hy  a  family  group,  with  tante  huree,  apuniels,  bird-eagea,  and  knit- 
ting-need k't«,  li-H  familiar  Ut  tts  ns  thiise  of  our  uwu  boyhoc^nl,  and 
almost  ae  dwir, — I'aoh  in  tnni  rellecting  the  gentle,  thoughtful, 
elevated  mind  of  him  U>  whom  they  bt'k<nged.  in  all  its  vioissitudee 
of  dMj>ondeney  and  hope,  of  grave  wiiwh^m  and  of  a  mirth  aa  light 
and  pure  as  that  of  infancy,  Thi»  is  the  high  pre^:^gative  of  goniuK, 
ftddreasing  nmnkind  at  largo  Dmmgh  tlie  veniacular  idiom  of  onu 
land  in  the  luiivental  langungp  cif  aU.  But  Stanford  Itivera  has 
given  birth  to  a  suvcesajua  of  etlorU  to  exalt  the  naliunal  ehunicter, 
which  might  vio  with  those  of  Olnny  and  of  Weston  in  piety  and 
e*rnedtiie.st»,  in  genuine  freedom  of  thought,  in  the  relish  f{>r  all  tlie 
domestic  [deusure^  and  innocent  delighu  of  life,  in  the  filial  lave  of 
God,  and  the  brotherly  love  of  man. 

Learning  and  logical  actimen,  and  a  wide  acquaintance  with  the 
history  and  the  heart  of  man,  which  the  pwt  neither  possessed  nor 
nmnled,  impart  to  tho  works  of  the  essayist  a  chaiin,  witliont  wliiuh 
it  ia  vain,  in  those  doys,  to  interfere  in  the  dehitea  wlneh  agital« 
ttociety.  There  i:i  a  charm,  too,  even  in  his  disljiste  for  the  prnviiiti 
most  in  request  amongst  us  ;  for  it  springs  from  llie  grandeur  uf  the 
ideal  exeellence  by  which  his  imagiuatiuu  is  jMJsaesaed.  He  remeni- 
)H'Tri  that  t^iiiniiu-ienee,  though  veiling  its  intimations  in  the  euarbe 
munth^  of  humnn  langtiiige,  will  oorasioniilly  emit  some  gleams  of 
that  riuliJincL-  whirli  illumines  the  rogians  of  the  blessed  ;  and  theen 
he  would  reverently  gather  and  uonceutrale.     lie  is  conscious  tliub 
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there  is  in  Christianity  an  expansive  power,  sometimearoprosBed  hut 
never  deslroyed  ;  and  that  lau^nt  energy  be  slrivwn  to  draw  forth  int'< 
life  and  action.  He  perceivfs  that  the  mysteries  which  shroud  th<- 
condition  and  the  prospects  of  our  race,  however  inscrutohle  to  thr 
Slavic  of  appftik',  are  not  abwlately  impervious  fo  a  soul  purilied  liy 
devout  contemplation  ;  and  to  the«c  emp)>-real  heiglita  he  aspires  at 
once  to  point  and  to  lead  the  way.  Hi;  Itnnws  thai  ti)  him  whoM- 
foot  is  firmly  pLinted  on  the  et^'mal  verities  of  Heaven,  there  belcrnp 
motives  of  such  foree,  and  a  courage  so  undaimtetl,  as  shoulil  hurst 
through  all  resistance  ;  and  he  calls  on  tlioRe  who  enjoy  this  high 
piivilege  to  assert  their  native  supr«n)iicy  above  the  ttoniid  anihition, 
the  frivoUties,  and  the  virulence  of  the  lower  world,  'llie  voice  tlius 
rained  in  exfMWtulation  will  die  away,  not  indce«l  unheeded  l)y  thv 
interior  oirele  lie  add^:■a3e8,  nor  unbleeswd  by  a  meet  reoorupcnsc  ; 
hut  unrewarrhil,  we  fear,  by  the  accomplishment  of  these  exalt^ 
purpoew.  £lo«4iient aa  is  the  inilignation  witli  which  our  ancnynioua 
monitor  regards  the  low  level  to  which  divine  and  huinan  literatu 
has  falUn  aniong»t  xin,  and  mean  as  ia  his  estimate  of  the  pumiit 
in  which  the  men  of  his  own  days  are  onga|D;cd,  a  hope  may  perhaps? 
without  proAiiniption,  ho  indulged,  that  lesR  fastidious  and  not  lefs 
capable  judges  will  pronounce  a  morv  lenient  sentence  on  us  and  ' 
our  doing*. 

In  the  great  cycle  uf  human  allairn  there  are  many  fttages,  eacn 
eeeential  to  the  eonsummalion  of  the  de.«ignB  of  Providence,  and  eju-h 
sopiunttrd  by  hrond  distinctions  firtm  the  rest.  They  whose  jiroviii 
it  is  to  censure,  and  they  whose  desire  it  is  toiniprtive  their  uj^'.-' 
novur  find  their  saerod  lir'.s  extinct  from  the  mere  want  of  fuel 
HtHtiiry  ^md  theory  aiv  always  at  liaiid  with  huniiliatiiig  cuutraulf  I 
the  times  we  live  in.  Tliat  men  have  ht-t-n  better  or  might  he  bett<-r 
than  they  are,  has  hK-n  true  sinre  the  first  fathers  of  our  nice  re- 
turned to  their  native  dust,  and  will  still  K^  true  aa  lon^  as  our  planet 
shall  bo  inhabited  by  their  desceudunts.  Kut  below  the  ngitaleil 
surface  of  the  ocean,  under-current*  are  silentJy  urging  forward,  on 
their  detstined  i»th,  the  waters  of  the  mighty  dwtp,  themselves  im- 
pelled by  tJiat  Power  which  none  may  tjuestion  or  resist  Himrno 
society  olteys  a  similar  influence.  Laws  o^  nnomaloug  in  appearance. 
as  uniform  in  reality,  as  those  which  direct  theplanetaiy  movt>iueiit«, 
determine  the  present  state,  and  pcguhile  the  prt^frcsa  of  I'orumon- 
wealths,  whether  iMdilicnl.  lit<'n»ry.  or  ndigioua.  Christianity  rle- 
mamla  the  lielief.and  ex|'erii-nce  justifies  the  hopo.that  their  ultinitite 
tendency  is  t4:<wards  the  universal  dominion  of  piety  and  virtue.  Itut 
it  is  neither  pivoa  nor  tationul  to  suppose,  that  this  oousummation 


can  bo  Attainfd  by  '")y  fequRiicc  of  identical  causes  coiuUnily  work- 

Tlie  best  generations,  like  the  best  men.  are  thoec  which  p<wsMS 
an  indivitlual  and  distinctive  character.  A  chuiu  of  splendid  bio- 
gtaphies  conslitutea  the  history  of  past  ceuturiee.  Whoever  shall 
weave  ihrt  chixinielea  of  our  own,  tniwt  take  for  his  i^tuple  not  bio- 
graphy, but  sbitiatics,  illuminated  by  a  skilful  gonrraliiuition.  Om'« 
evpry  eye  waa  dirrotod  to  the  leaiiers  of  the  world  ;  now  all  are  tnmed 
to  the  masses  of  which  it  is  compa&ed.  Instead  of  J*'ew1ons  presiding 
OTer  lioyjii  Societies,  we  have  t)r  Birkbe<;k8  lecturing  nt  Mechanics' 
Imttitutep.  If  no  WoIaeVft  iirlne  to  finind  colleges  like  thatol'ChriBt- 
church,  Jo.se])b  LAUcadt«r  and  William  Belt  have,  cniulatetl  eai'h 
otliCT  in  works  not  less  innninntoiis  ni.  the  RorouK'i  Rjiwd  and  l^ld- 
•win'a  Ganlens.  We  people  continents,  though  we  have  ceased  t<r 
diecs^ver  tbeni.  We  abridge  folios  for  the  wany,  though  we  no 
lurifjiT  write  them  for  the  (ew.  Our  fulhers  compiled  systems  of 
divujity — we  compo*'  ptxket  the-tdogical  libraries.  Tliey  invenli-d 
Bcienoo:^,  we  apply  llieiii.  Literature  waa  once  an  oligarchy*  it  is 
now  a  republic.  Our  very  nmnitora  are  themselves  rnfectod  by  th« 
degeneracy  they  deploi-e.  For  the  nuyostic  cadence  of  Milton,  and 
the  volujituous  flow  of  Jeremy  Taylor's  periods,  they  siibstituto  the 
rhetorical  plnloaophy,  invented  some  fifty  years  since,  to  countor\-ail 
the  philow'phical  rhetoric  of  the  French  Revolution  ;  and  put  fortli, 
in  a  collection  of  esaaya  for  the  drawin;;-room,  reproofs  which  the 
faandd  of  Prynno  would  Itavo  moulded  into  learned,  Herue,  and  pon- 
derous folios. 

It  L^  imp*.issibIo  to  prcveiit^ — is  it  wise  to  K-wail] — this  change 
in  our  social  and  iuteUectuai  habits.  l)urinK  tbeiiiundatiousof  the 
i*ile.  the  wowhip  of  the  luysteriou*  river  ceased,  and  no  hyiuiut  were 
heiiftl  t(i  ftjlehrate  ita  glories.  Idolatry  had  Iftst  its  stay,  and  iiiuigiu- 
atit'it  her  excitement:  hut  the  land  was  fertilised.  Leanunj:,  once 
)uinked  up  in  universities  ajid  cat^iedmU,  Ls  now  ditiiiaeri  thrrjugh 
fiho{>i(  and  factories.  The  streaui,  then  so  profound  and  limpid,  may 
now,  (lerhttps,  be  both  shallow  and  muddy.  But  is  it  better  thnt 
the  thimtt  of  a  whole  nution  should  be  thus  slack'xl,  or  that  the 
immortnU  should  be  ipmflinn  their  noctar  apart  in  sublime  ahptrac- 
tion  from  tlie  inultituilc  1  There  is  no  imniwliate  ant)  pnictii:alil« 
Tpeoncilenient  of  thes*'  advantages.  Genin.'s,  and  wit,  and  science, 
and  wlmtever  el^e  raista  man  above  hi«  fellows,  must  bend  to  the 
universal  motive*  I'f  human  cruiduct.  WHien  honour,  wealth,  public 
gratitude,  and  the  sen.se  of  good  desert,  reward  those  who  teaeh 
ehimonfary  truth  to  the  people  nt  large,  the  wiseat  and  the  beat  will 
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il^TcAo  to  tbat  ofliiw  pftwiTi,  which,  in  a  diflemat  a^.  wrmH 
hc«n  coDHctaUHl  to  more  aplf^nditl,  tbougK  not  perhajvs  to  mo 
worthy  undertaking;. 

In  thfl  Rtate  of  Iftt^K,  there  is  no  maintAinin^  a  polity  in  which 
the  lltTfic  elcmenta  of  p<iwer  are  hirndecl  togct^LT  in  hiinnfiniiftu 
counterjKiine.  There  a  monarch  inftiUihIy  becumfa  :i  ik>»[K>t>  and  a 
dtfmocracy  subjugaltifi  to  itsolf  whatever  else  ia  emiuciit  or  ilUxi^ 
irioiu.  I>i\-inea,  poets,  and  philwophura,  addro^sin^  inillioitf;  nf 
readers  and  myiiada  of  criticji,  are  immediately  rcwnnlnl  liy  nn 
applause,  or  panifhed  by  a  neglect,  to  which  it  is  nnt  given  to 
mortal  man  to  be  snperior  or  indifferent.  Inform  the  national 
mind,  and  improve  the  };oneral  l««te,  up  to  a  otrtain  point,  and  to 
that  point  you  iiifvitably  depri'ss  tlie  efforts  of  thiwe  who  are  born 
to  imtruot  tiie  rest-  Had  Si^iwer  flouh^hed  in  the.  uinctj.f^iith 
century,  would  he  have  adpin?d  lo  produce  the  Fatry  muecn  i  Had 
\N'iilttr  ScKtt  liv<!d  in  the  sixt^^enth,  would  he  have  troadtfireudcd  to 
write  the  Lady  of  the  Ijike  1  Our  great  mun  ore  ks  great  Ihtuum 
our  ordinary  men  are  less  abject.  These  lameii  lotions  over  thp 
resulUt  of  thi^f  c<>Tiiin.>mi8e  are  mther  (>athetic  than  just.  It  form^ 
one  indispcnftahle  chiiptt-r  in  the  natural  history  of  a  yicopU's  inti'l- 
lei^tuol  pro>;ivfw.  It  is  one  of  the  stORea  through  whicli  the  national 
mind  nnuit  pass  towanl.^  iliv  ge-neral  elevation  of  lit4>rBtiii«,  sacred 
and  prufane.  We  know  not  how  to  regret  thai  genius  has  fur  the 
moment  alHlicate^  ht-r  austere  Buprt-maey.  and  stoojtwl  to  be  popular 
and  plain.  Mmtkintush  suHpendeil  his  pfatloiviphy  for  the  coiupila- 
tinn  of  a  lamiHar  ILi^ttory  of  pjigland.  Faithless  to  his  Peria  and 
(Jlendoveers,  Mr  Mcxti*  turmil  rhnmicler  to  leach  ti  the  reading 
i'f)imniiimlly  of  the  realm  iIil-  nud  lalo  of  the  woes  inilicted  on  ibo 
lantl  of  hik  birth.  Ho  luhji'i-r  emuloito  of  Ponson,  the  Ditihup  of 
I»]iili>ii  dtrvutes  his  learned  leisua-  to  pr«f»aring  cheap  and  easy 
IfSRotKH  fur  the  houiif>hn|dor«  of  hia  difH-ese.  I-ord  Hnnif^lmni  arrftitu 
the  current  of  hi^  eloipionce,  to  inslruri  mechauics  in  the  priiuiph'S 
ul'  the  Hcii;nc(»a  which  ihey  are  nilu'-ing  to  daily  practice,  Tnu'ts 
'.  for  the  times  are  extorted  from  llit?  dcposi lories  of  ecele3ia^ti^al 
\  tradition,  cU'dient  to  the  jj^'neraJ  impulai*  wiiich  they  cond^-uin, 
land  rniititniined  Ui  n^nder  the  (.'hurdi  argiiiiientatjve,  that  they  nmy 
mimier  lier  i>mcuiar.  Nay,  the  aullior  of  the  "Natural  History  of 
KntliUHisxni "  liiniself,  ih-siiitu  hi^  tm-n  pmteets.  yieliling  at  length 
U)  the  oum'ul.  has  \)ecoiiie  the  penotlicnl  M-rittir  of  niontlily  tractn, 
I  where,  in  good  round  couln>ven*ial  terms,  the  ((n|«rHriaI  multitude 
I  are  called  to  sit  in  judgment  un  the  claims  of  the  early  tjithers  to 
xHound  diM^trine,  good  nxtnds.  and  eomniou  sense.  Let  wlio  will 
lei'inc  at  what  has  passcil.  and  ut  what  ia  passing,  ii'  they  will 


Ttni  RisTORTAV  Of  BTmtrBrAsir. 

Bow  tis  in  rcjoire  in  what  is  to  come  If  wo  witness  the  gi-owtk 
no  inimortAl  reputations,  we  see  the  expansion  ot"  univereal  in- 
iigence.  The  disparitipa  of  human  imtJfirstandinjt  ar^  much  the 
no  in  all  times  ;  but  when  tlii?  gojieral  level  shall  be  the  highest, 
then  vrili  the  mighty  of  the  earth  rise  to  the  most  commanding 
omiuenc^5. 

But  whatever  may  ha  the  justice  of  the  hopes  we  thus  induli^ 
for  future  generations,  our  busraess  is  with  ourselvea.  If,  as  wc 
think,  they  are  well  judging  who  devote  the  heitt  gifts  of  natuiv  ami 
of  learning  to  the  instruction  of  tho  iUiteratc,  tho  praise  of  wisdom 
is  not  to  be  denied  t«  such  as  writo  with  the  more  ambitions  um  of 
stimulating  the  noblest  intellei-ts  amonf^st  us  to  cntcrpriees  e^mmen* 
8Uiiit«  with  their  eWvated  powers.  Nu  strenuous  etlbrt  for  the  gotxl 
rt£  mankind  was  ever  yet  made  aIto{i;*itIu'r  in  vain  ;  nor  will  those  of 
OUT  author  be  fniitleits,  th<ni)jh  the  rcAult**  may  ftdl  far  abort  of  his 
aspirations.  The  general  nuiTentj*  <if  thought  antl  action  ean  never 
be  diverted  from  thuir  channels,  except  by  minds  as  rarely  produa-d 
,  as  they  are  wonderfully  endowed,  ijit-rgj*,  decision,  and  self-reli- 
ance, independent  (>f  human  praise  w  rcnwire,  are  amongst  the  inva- 
riable charactenstics  of  aur.h  master  intellects  To  this  sublime 
unior  of  men  the  Keclusc  of  .Stmlfo^l  Kivtira  does  not  belong.  Nor 
can  a  place  be  assigned  to  him  among  those  calmer  spirits,  wlioso 
inventive  peniue,  or  popular  eloquL-nte,  has  enabled  them  from  their 
(julitudes  to  east  on  the  agitat^l  mass  of  society  seetla  of  thought 
destined  at  some  futui-e  period  to  change  (he  aspect  of  human 
nOatra.  He  ia  an  independent  mop*;  than  an  onginal  thinker.  H« 
in  rather  exempt  from  fear  than  animatt»d  by  ardimt  courage  in 
announcing  the  fruits  of  his  inquiriwi.  A  great  master  of  language, 
lie  is  himself  but  too  often  masterwl  by  it.  He  is  too  much  tho 
creature  to  bei'ome  the  refonner  of  his  age.  His  assiduity  U*  ]ilem(e 
ii  fat4d  to  his  desire  to  <'UUimund.  His  etlbrtji  to  move  the  will  are 
defeated  by  his  suceeas  in  dazzling  the  fancy.  Yet  hia  books  ex- 
lubit  a  cluinirter,  both  mond  itnd  iutfllectuai,  trom  tlie  stmly  of 
wiiich  the  n-*4ider  can  hardly  f»il  to  rise  a  wiser  and  a  better  man.. 
Standing  aloof  fn)m  all  \nilgar  i-xritements,  heedless  of  the  transient 
politics  and  the  fugitive  bternture  of  his  limes,  and  intent  only  on 
the  permanent  interests  of  mankind,  he  has  lal)oured  to  promote 
them  with  an  honest  h»ve  of  Inith,  aided  by  hrilliant  talenta,  r-om- 
prehenaive  knowledge,  and  undaunted  intrepidity.  And  tb\is  he  Iuls 
como  under  the  guidance  of  principles,  which  no  man  can  cidtivDt« 
in  his  own  bosom,  or  earnestly  impart  to  other  minds,  without  earning 
A  rewani  wluf'h  will  n-nder  human  ajiplause  insignilirant,  or  re<lui5B| 
the  neglect  of  the  world  to  a  matter  of  comparative  inditierence. 
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THE  EPILOGUE. 


Ok  the  oripnal  appearance  in  tho  "  Edinborgh  Review  "  of  the 
Essays  containpil  in  these  vtiluraea,  they  were  condt-mned,  by  some, 
as  casting  only  a  fui-tive  and  timid  glance  at  thoR«  sacral  topics 
which  must  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  eccleaiastiol  hiitgraphy.  To 
the  author  himseU,  buwover,  it  bad  appeared  impossiblo  to  assign 
to  8uch  topics  their  due  prominence  in  a  journal  devoted  to  acienee, 
to  literature,  and  to  politics.  But,  on  repuUliabing  theae  (npers 
in  his  ou-n  person,  and  with  his  name,  he  contrai^ts  and  acknow- 
ledges tlie  obh'gation  to  supply,  as  far  as  may  bo  in  his  power,  tJie 
omissions  which  formerly  appeared  to  Mm  intnatable.  He  is  even 
fioLicitoiis  tu  avow,  without  rescn'o,  the  opinions  which  havo  bwii 
rather  suggested  or  assumed,  than  explicitly  stated,  iu  the  prec^-d- 
ing  jwges.  Having  celebraU'd,  with  h1iiii")sI  equal  zeid,  tlie  eha- 
zuctf^rs  of  many  who  mjuiitHiiu-d  creeds  and  wot%hipped  under  forms 
widely  eontrast^<d  with  each  other,  he  is  desirous  to  diaclaim  that 
state  of  mind  to  which  all  religious  distinctions  are  inaigiuhcant, 
ond  t«  explain  why  the  reverence  of  all  the  members  of  the  great 
Christian  family  is,  iu  his  jniigment,  due  aiike  to  many  who  hav 
bolougcd  to  each  of  the  great  sections  of  which  it  is  corap 
Great  as  must  b»;  his  liability  to  error  on  such  a  subject,  he  r«j«ic4 
to  know  that  suclt  errors  can  hardly  be  injurious  to  any  one. 
authority  will  be  attached  by  any  cither  inquirer  to  the  md 
**  Guesses  at  Truth  "  of  a  man,  who  (unlike  the  profound  and  lai^e- 
xnindcd  scholars  who  have  appropriated  that  title  to  some  of  the 
niaturust  thoui;hts)  is  destitute  of  the  advantage  of  a  theologic 
C'lucation,  and  has  throughuut  his  life  b(«n  deeply  involved,  nith" 
acarcely  any  interval,  in  secular  allaira.  Yet,  to  assist  as  far  as  [»u8- 
sible  iu  tbn  ileti-iaion  of  any  fallacies  by  which  he  niay  have  been 
misled,  he  will  attempt  to  render  an  account  uf  the  rv.isous  by  which 
lie  has  bet* n  guided ;  taking  his  departure  £rom  principles  which  he 
■uppows  to  be  elemeutarj'. 

From  our  Hodoomei  himself  wo  lmT«  learut  what  ore  the  two 
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eomutandincutfi  on  whicli  hang  all  Uie  Uu-  ami  tlie  pmpliete.  Ti'iin 
Uie  liisciple  who  lay  in  liis  Imwoiti,  anti  whom  he  scIeot^J  os  thr 
charuiol  uf  his  bi<;h«r  revolatians,  wo  have  learnt  vlmt  are  the  t-wo 
truths  on  wbic:h  han^;  ull  the  other  doctrines  of  the  Gospel.  The 
litHt  is,  thnt  God  is  light—the  second  is,  that  God  is  love. 

God  is  light-  lie  is  light,  inherent^  pure,  and  ineslimtstiMe.  He 
is  also  li^hl  diffusive,  or  "the  Father  of  liglits."  Kruni  liini,  ns 
'from  oil  evcT-salient  fountain,  li^ht  tluws  out  to  his  whole  animate 
Iftreiition.  But  lo  each  diA'erent  oixter  of  living  beings  it  Hows  in 
infinitely  varied  dej^i-s  of  intensily  and  clearness.  It  i-omes  to 
each  throu;5h  various  mediums  hy  which  it  is  n-fracted.  It  is  dis- 
ooIonnMl  in  eorh  by  llu^  fTurniptiuns  uf  the  recipients,  or  olwrunid  by 
thar  inlirmities.  Lifiht,  though  from  Heaven  itself,  when  trans- 
mitted through  the  exholatioos  of  earth,  may  mislead  evon  thode 
whom  it  illumiiiul«s. 

From  God  we  ilerive  the  light  of  our  Animal  Instiuctft — that  is, 
our  natural  appcttnciee,  and  our  natural  averaions  towards  mat«rial 
things.  But  the  sorrows  of  a  world,  groaning  beneath  the  ctirse  of 
intemperance,  proclaim  that  they  who  woi-e  formed  in  the  imnge 
■ml  hkenoss  of  their  Creator,  can  never  lie  guided  into  the  ways  of 
wisdom,  or  into  the  paths  of  p<;ace,  by  apjietite  alone. 

F^jm  God  we  derive  the  light  of  our  Sensitive  Instinct* — that  is, 
thuae  Bympiiliiies  and  antipathies  which  are  Urn  bunds  uf  attach- 
ment  or  the  sdun'es  of  disunion  amongst  mankind.  Ihit  l<>  trutit  lu 
oar  [NUvsii)[Mi  alone  to  comhiot  us  to  the  reinwi  of  tho  soul — iho 
haven  of  our  rest  and  our  tme  happiness — would  he  us  reaAonable 
aa  to  navigate  the  oiroan  without  mdder,  chart,  or  compass,  at  the 
bidding  of  t;ai.h  Bldfting  breeze  and  devious  current. 

From  God  we  derive  the  light  of  uur  Intellcettial  In.<^incts — that 
is,  those  intuitions  or  convii-tions  of  llie  mind  which  are  common 
to  the  wliote  rane  of  man,  which  form  the  latent  basis  of  all  our 
argnmonlaliuns,  and  to  which  we  inevitably,  though  often  uncon- 
scioiuily.  refer  as  the  ti:*t  by  whi(^h  to  a.Hi;crtain  the  Mmnidness  of  all 
our  inferences.  Such,  for  example,  is  the  indent ruclible  beliff  in 
oar  own  individuaUty — in  the  rt^ality  of  the  relation  of  eause  and 
L*Qi!<ct — in  the  real  existence  of  the  objects  revejdfl  to  us  by  our 
B&nses — in  the  rw;uiTt!nce  oi'  the  mune  seifuenivA  when  all  tUe  antt*- 
cedflDts  are  the  same — with  many  other  nf  those  iirwt  principles 
which  SI*  implied  in  all  our  words,  and  assumed  in  all  our  tiioughtii. 
Yft  how  insurticJL-nt  tho^elirst  axiems  are  to  lead  us  to  true  wisdom, 
is  atl><'st4;d  by  the  incurable  discords  of  the  wisest.  There  are  depths 
of  ignorance,  and  ahyewjs  of  self-inflicted  misery,  into  whiih  the 
possession  of  these  great  elements  of  knowledge  has   never  pr»- 
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vented,  aiid  never  can  prevent,  the  grcal  botly  of  roAokind  fn 

plunging. 

Krom  God  we  derive  the  light  of  our  Judiciiil  Instinctii — that  is,'] 
of  conscience,  the  interior  tribunal  by  which  vrs  are  either  approrea' 
or  condemne<),  in  the  use  we  m»ke  of  that  nieasuie  of  frte  will  and 
of  free  i^ncy  wlii<-h  is  entrusted  Ui  ua  Tliia  i?  the  restraint  whitUi 
the  Author  of  that  awful  powf.r  hua  impistftl  on  the  impmpur,  the 
capricious,  or  the  ai-bilrory  use  of  it.  But  the  accuracy  of  all  judicial 
sentences  depends  on  the  knowI(^dge,  the  cajtocity,  the  patience,  and 
the  iiiip»rtiallty  nf  the  judge.  Who  will  Tt-ntiire  to  claim  for  the 
jiid^e  wtiliin  Jiig  own  bi>som,  the  possea^ion  uf  those  quaUticutions 
in  a  j^R'iffCt,  or  ewn  iii  an  eruiiieut.  degree?  In  what  tongue  or 
Inngiiuge  has  not  tho  blindness  of  self-love  passed  into  a  prvwerhl 
VVlio  is  the  man  whoso  mental  viaion  is  not  ol)strurt4.'d  by  some 
beauL,  lid  often  he  it  is  lUrectcd  to  tho  aurvuy  of  his  own  heart,  or  of 
his  own  conihiet  i 

From  God  we  derive  the  light  of  our  Moral  Instincts — that  ia,  of 
those  pains  anrl  pleaiturfis  whir;h  wait  on  the  judgments  of  the  con- 
science, and  form  the  sanctions  of  the  law  writt4.'n  on  the  heart. 
This  sensibility  renders  us  the  executioners  on  ourselves  of  the  sen- 
tences authorised  by  that  law.  and  promulgated  by  that  judge.  If 
those  sentences  were  invariably  right,  and  if  they  as  invariably 
awakened  in  us  the  conv8pc>nding  frentiiuent,  whether  pleasurable 
or  ]>ainfid,  in  it«  proper  mea*^ure  and  due  uiiensity,  the  couatilutiou 
rjf  our  nature  would  he  perfect,  and  sin  and  wjrrow  would  take  tlinir  ■ 
tlight  from  our  world,  liut  the  light  of  nmml  sentiment  fails  ua ' 
because  our  self-ad^judications  ore  bo  often  erroneous,  and  becnuso 
oiir  sensibility  is  nubjecl  to  a  coulinuaJ  decay.  Like  our  other  alfec- 
tions,  it  ruiaiua  it^  vitality  and  ]Miwor.  just  so  far  as  it  is  pi-rmilitHl 
to  rogulftte  our  eondm;!,  and  no  farther.  Emotions,  fulhtwi*<l  by  no 
Itractieal  n_'sult«,  first  hecomo  dormant  and  then  extinct;  and  this  ia 
true  of  self-complacency  and  of  romurse,  as  much  as  of  any  otUoc  of 
our  feelings. 

From  God  we  derive  the  light  of  onr  Social  Instincta — that 
the  reflect«Hl  light  uf  the  judgments  of  other  men.  By  iMlopt 
their  opinions,  we  become,  ua  it  were,  spi-ctatora  uf  the  stage  on 
whiv-h  we  are  ourselves  the  actors,  and  applaud  or  coiidenui  our  own 
eDudiict  ^vith  a  sort  uf  bormwecl  intjmrtiahty.  l!ul  the  same  »04'.i»] 
nature  whir.li  Ive.-tlows  thi^  light  also  ohsciirea  it.  For  that  iiaturo 
induces  or  rather  constrain-s  ms  to  iwljust  our  own  standard  of  righk 
and  wrong  to  the  level  of  the  maxims,  the  habita,  and  the  sent 
nienls  of  the  ^teiely  of  which  we  are  raeiuben,  however  Juw  that 
level  may  hajiiicn  I*)  Iw, 


From  GoJ  wo  d*?rive  the  ligiit  c.f  Untiorjftantlinx— l-Iiat  u,  of 
the  facult}*  which  obson-ea  aud  mtiects.  which  culIecUi,  iiremisw, 
and  deduc«^  iiiffrences ;  which  luu  tnith  for  its  object  and  logic 
for  iU  guide.  They  whn  are  niotit  hiri<nly  endowed  wilh  this  mental 
power,  are  accu^tomt'd  to  assign  to  it  a  supremacy  to  which  it  is,  in 
their  judgmont^  absurd  to  auppoao  thut  any  other  faculty  of  tho 
intnd  can  ba  superior  or  co-ordinate.  They  maintain,  that  lie  who 
argues  agiiiiiKt  the  u)>suliit«  dominion  uf  llie  iiiUdlert  adtniU,  in  ulfect, 
the  very  pr^ipoFiition  which  he  <l(<nic8  in  terms;  anil  uttompt^,  by  a 
proceag  of  rea9t>ninj*,  to  ebuw  that  reasoning  is  not  a  process  on 
which  reliance  may  bo  plac&l  Yet  tho  idolaters  of  the  human 
understanding  had  need  be  suataineil  by  a  very  potent  faith.  Our 
dialectics  have  indeed  affcertai[u*<l  some  of  the  lnwa  of  the  material 
worhL  Hut  whaL  is  that  problem,  in  tlie  inquiries  which  m<Mit 
concern  ua,  of  which  they  have  attbrded  to  mankind  a  solution  in 

rvhich  all  unanimously  acquio&^e)     What  has  the  logicaj  faculty 

[aacertainod  respecting  onr  Relations  to  Him  who  niade  us^-or  nnr 
datieii  to  Him  or  t(»  each  other — or  our  prospects  beyond  the  ^fravo^ 

,  or  tho  Btrueturo  of  onr  minds^or  the  relation  of  the  mind  to  tho 
dy — or  even  respecting  our  liighest  temporal  interetrta  in  political, 

^social,  oml  dome-stic  life  1  On  these  topics  the  Ingiciana  of  every  age 
luivi!  iMicn  Inboaring  since  the  creation  of  our  nw*-c.  Is  thnro  one 
moral  truth  which  they  have  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  controversy? 
Is  there  any  one  falsehood  in  moral  science  on  which  they  have  in- 
lUcted  an  incurable  death-wound  1  One  position,  indeed,  and  only 
one,  relating  to  things  not  material,  they  seem  to  have  mode  unns- 
Mulubly  secure.  It  is  the  ix>8itioii,  that  logic  can  cliscover  for  ua 
guides  more  trustworthy  tiian  its^-If,  and  can  demonstrate  their  au- 
thority over  UR  And  to  have  conducted  us  to  such  guides  is,  in 
lact,  the  hifihcst  triumph  which  tho  human  understanding  can  boast. 
Krom  CiikI  wc  derive  the  light  of  Human  Authority — that  is,  the 
teacthing  of  our  felluw-men,  whether  they  addro&s  us  by  the  voice  of 
ancient  tradition,  or  of  modern  opinion — whctiier  they  speak  to  us 

r  AS  parents  or  as  preceptors,  as  philosophers  or  as  divines.     Yet  m 

I  inconsistent  are  the  demands  made  npon  our  a^tsent  by  our  various 
tonchers,  and  so  nearly  do  their  claims  to  our  confidence  seem  to 
bolanco  each  other,  that  the  iujuuction  to  "cuU  no  man  master" 
had  bc^'U  laid  upon  us  by  human  wisdom,  long  before  it  was  sanc- 
tioned by  Him  in  whom  was  impevsonated  the  fulness  of  the  Divine 

i  visdom. 

From  God  we  derive  the  light  of  Revelation — and  what  tongue, 
of  men  or  of  angels,  can  eonverBe  in  terms  Iwfitting  so  UjfLy  a 
theme]     The  Holy  Scripturos  differ  Ixom  other  writings  in  kind. 


TSE  CPttOOCK 


MtUer  tlian  in  "le^^rec  Tliijy,  and  tbey  alone,  hivp  Unght  as  • 
v\v:T  it  niait  roncrnis  ii^  U>  kiiriw  ot'  Hira  wIm  diaiIu  us,  and 
/lUTselves — of  the  relations  in  which  we  stand  to  llim,  and  of  tha 
duticji  whic)i  those  relntious  izupose  upoo  ua.  They,  and  they  only, 
hive  disclosed  to  ua  the  nature,  the  conae-qucnces,  and  the  rfme<lie« 
<if  »iQ.  In  them  we  have  the  ponraiture,  ni>t  ebevrhero  to  be  found, 
of  th^  liiglie^  perfection  attainable  by  our  fallen  humaoity,  and  of 
that  intinitely  hi^er  petfectiun  which,  thuugh  ideal  in  our  race,  was 
njal  and  absolute  in  jlim  who  lived  and  died  to  redeem  us.  Thd 
Ulble  is  the  sanctuary  &om  oat  of  which  issue  voices  adapted  to 
every  exigency  of  human  life,  and  to  every  varioua  form  of  hamau^ 
utttratio- ;  but,  amidet  that  boundlesc  variety,  all  harmunioas  in  tha 
iiiculctklion  of  a  holiness  otherwise  unknown  and  unimagiued 
'aDioujjst  mpn.  It  is  the  point  of  conver|[rnnce  where  meet  history 
and  biography,  ftocrcd  song  and  weighty  apophthogm,  parable  and 
proverb,  law  and  prophecy,  argument  and  expostulation,  all  steeped 
and  imbued  iu  tliu  colours  of  our  mortal  nature,  and  moulded  into 
ita  form-<«,  and  yt^t  alt  instinct  witL  the  tUviiiity  of  theit  common 
origin.  Is  the  joint  work  of  pno(-««  aud  uf  peasants,  of  sages  and 
01'  liKhemien,  of  saints  and  of  publicans,  all  speaking  in  the  same 
elevated  tone,  and  all  breathing  the  same  pure  spirit,  Chrriugh  a 
long  succession  of  fifteiin  centuries.  It  everywhere  p'.nuts  to 
*'ne  great  Being  oa  the  common  object  and  centre  of  all  ruvcahxlj 
truth  ;  an  incaniutiun  of  l>eity,  towards  whom  pn>pheta 
evangelists  alike  dii«ct  Uieir  adumig  gaxe,  who  int^iart^  unity 
duaigu  to  the  whole  com|)08ition,  aud  in  whom  the  itMutuuiiunicable 
attributes  of  the  Divine  nature  are  reconcilod  with  the  essential 
conditions  of  the  nature  of  man. 

And  yet  what  is  that  doctrine,  what  that  ecclesiastical  polity, 
what  tbal  system  of  moral  obligsttion,  in  support  of  which  the  bible 
ii  not  confidently  quoted  by  conUfiidiug  multitude's  I  'I'lie  L'athoUq 
tiii(J»  iu  it  t<eveu  Hocrament^.  The  Qu;tker  discovers  that  iu  ths 
system  of  the  sarred  writers,  sacraments  have  no  place  or  existence 
whatever.  To  the  adherents  of  the  Nictme  Creed  tlie  Scriptuita, 
discbiete  a  doctrine  which  reduces  the  thonghta  of  the  heart  to  th 
ailent  adoration  of  a  mystery  incapable  of  adei[uatc  expression.  Tff^ 
those  who  reject  that  creel,  the  same  pages  appear  to  declare  tlwt 
doctrine  to  be  nothing  li-8s  iban  a  profane  idolatry.  To  the  followen 
of  Augustine,  the  bible  appears  to  teach  fatalism ;  to  the  disciplM 
of  I'elagius,  an  nrhitmry  freedom  of  the  human  will,  and  the  non- 
sequent  contingency  of  all  the  events  of  human  lif&  Some  tind  in 
revelation  rommanils  to  baptize  infanta,  to  keep  holy  the  first  day  of 
the  week,  and  to  revere  in  bishope  the  legitimate  sucuesson  of  Iho 
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ajio^tles  ;  while  otiiers  ilectuTe  that  it  h  ab»>luU->Iy  sUcnt  on  all  tlit'se 
^<ulijuc't&  The  uw**sity  of  a  virlu^iiw  life  to  a  happy  exisWnc©  after 
Ktii  is,  to  snme  eyes,  disclo^  io  tin--  Won.!  of  God  as  with  a  «iin- 
and  thore  are  those  who  (IccUrti  tlmmsclves  tinahle  to  dis- 
cover ill  it  the  announcemeat  of  any  such  indispensable  connection. 
Thus,  with  tlte  same  end  In  view,  and  with  tlie  same  guide-lKwk  in 
their  hHud>;,  cn.iwd;i  arH  ihnm^ii^  dinen*nl>  uay,  opj^Ktsite  jkiUih,  »iid 
afisftrtinji,  with  apparently  equal  i^ontidftnne,  that  the  path  they 
pursue  is  that,  whith  the  Il>ok  pi-escrilM-s. 
Shall  we  then  concludo  that  this  ceieutial  guide  is  erroneou-t  or 
lUTocal  i  (jod  forbid !  Or  shall  we  aay,  thai  of  the  &o  muny 
paths  thus  puwueii  by  so  mauy  contending  8eet»,  there  is  one,  and 
only  one»  which  is  trodden  by  the  honeet,  the  candid,  and  the  iip- 
ht,  and  that  all  who  deviate  from  that  one  path  are  the  virtinis 
their  own  levity,  or  prejudice,  or  iiisiiuHirity  1  Or  may  we  not 
find  8<:>me  otlHT  explanation  of  this  phenomenon,  ronipatibIi<  at  onru 
vritli  the  revorence  due  in  the  sitcretl  canon,  and  with  the  diurlty 
due  by  evciy  man  to  his  brother  I 

First,  then,  let  it  bo  considered  that  whenever  the  Divine  voiee 
breaks  the  otherwise  uninterrupted  silence  between  heaven  and 
r  «*rUi,  such  an  oceurrence  euppoj^ea  either  that  man  shall  be  pre- 
ppared  fur  the  reception  of  lliat  voire  bj  some  or^nie  rluxitf^e  in  his 
natnre,  or  that  his  ('reator  should  iiddre-ss  liim  in  human  limguit^e. 
Bat  human  language,  bcinp  impressed  with  all  the  inlirmities,  and 
darkened  by  all  the  mental  obscurities,  of  those  who  have  invented, 
employed,  and  moiUiied  il,  must  be  a  most  imperfect  vehicle  and 
exi>oiieui  of  tliought.  Consequently,  commnniealionct  reaehing  us, 
even  from  tlie  Deity  himsei^  throu^'h  the  chiuinel  of  our  own 
wnnls  nnd  ideas,  muat  partake,  more  or  le.ss,  of  the  indistinctness  and 
ambiguity  inseparable  &om  all  our  thoTi^ht«  and  all  our  disconrsc. 

Nnr  must  it  be  forgotten  Uiat  the  Scripturw*  are  written  in  lon- 
irtiages  totally  nnknowii  to  the  vast  body  of  those  who  mut  tliem, 
and  that  incomparably  the  most  important  part  of  tlie  Horipturea 
(tltat  is,  the  wniila  of  our  LonI  and  Saviour  himself)  ore  known  tn 
the  most  learned  only  by  a  translation.  Here,  then,  is  anothtT 
Bouice  of  the  diversity  of  our  judgmenta  about  the  real  sense  of  the 
Word  of  God.  Kor  example,  the  whole  controversy  regarding  tran- 
sub.'itantiatiou  n>^ts  on  the  precise  mesning  of  a  Greek  sentence, 
Tovr6  ioTt  TV  eiifiA  fwv ;  words  which  it  is  perfectly  certain  that 
Christ  never  uttered.  In  this,  as  in  other  cases,  we  can  only  con- 
jecture what  his  very  words  were  :  nnd,  in  the  wide  Held  of  f<iu- 
jenlnn;,  it  is  morally  impossible  that  a  real  unaoimi^  of  judgment 
ahoxild  prevail. 
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'riiis  fionrrfl  of  tliuibt  was  incviUiblo.  If  our  Divine  Ma«t«r  lutd 
fjiiiken  to  th(^  multitudes  whiuh  tlirongf^l  him»  or  even  to  tbe  chosen 
twelve,  in  the  tongues  of  Greece  or  of  Rome,  He  would  huve  been 
MuiutoUigible  to  thorn  ;  for,  until  the  day  of  Pontecofit,  eveu  l\-ter 
and  Juhu  were  perceived  to  bo  "unlearned  and  ignorant  men."  The 
tSjTO-Chaldaic  Wiut,  tberefom,  the  only  articulate  speech  tlu-oiigh 
M-liieb  it  wtui  ]>otii)ible  that  Christ  shoidd  reiicb  imd  inform  thuir 
understandingK.  Doubtless,  indeed,  had  fiuch  been  His  guod 
jiIetLsuro,  He  migltt  have  employed  for  that  purpotw  the  liuiguage 
of  Pluto  or  of  Cicero,  and  might  hove  mitaculuusly  enabled  His 
auditors  lirat  In  underahmd,  and  Bl\<irwanl3  to  record  his  worda. 
JJnt  a(h)rable  w:is  the  witnlom  and  the  grace  which  decided  other- 
wise !  If  we  /rud  pi^ssa'ssed  in  (Ireek  or  in  Latin  the  very  expres- 
ttions  of  Him  who  sjiake  as  never  loau  i^puke,  wimt  would  hnve  be«n 
the  unavuiilahle  nu>uUl  ^Vhut  but  thia — Umt  tliu  Scaligera  and  ihv 
lioutleys  of  each  suecesaive  age  wtiidd  have  ii8uri)tjd  over  thu  minds 
of  their  iiliterato  fellow-Chriaftiftns  an  authority  even  more  despotic 
tlutn  that  which  they  have  hitherto  claimed  and  exercised  1  Our 
biassed  Loitl  did  not  see  tit  that  linguists,  and  critics,  and  grum- 
niariaii8,  and  lexicogm])her»  should  tliUH  be  enabled  to  interpose 
between  Himself  and  those  whom,  until  the  end  of  time.  He  con- 
descended to  instruct.  S|K-alcing  through  his  original  audience  to 
uU  nations,  and  people,  and  tongueu,  and  kimlred  of  the  earth,  He 
employed  an  universal  language — a  langmige  of  which  the  seuso  is 
still  essentially  the  same,  and  is  still  pereepliblo,  in  subatanco,  to 
every  hont»<t  inquirer,  in  all  the  various  viirsiona  into  which  it  has 
1h^:u  tranfllat^d,  in  all  the  dialects  and  idioniB  of  mankind.  It  is 
the  langu(^,'e  of  [^inible  and  proverb,  of  metaphor  und  of  contrast. 
It  is  a  language  ste^-^ped  in  an  imagery  drawn  from  whatever  is  must 
familiar,  pathi-tic,  and  beautiful,  in  the  homely  realities  of  man's 
daily  oxttit^ncc.  It  is  a  language  which  at  once  int<'rpret8  to  n-s  the 
life  of  Him  by  whom  it  was  uttered,  and  nreives  from  His  life  it« 
ovm  most  constant,  simple,  and  impre^ivo  interpretation.  Suppose 
tliat  the  sUjiy  of  the  ProtUgal  Son,  or  of  the  Kich  Man  and  Lazarufl, 
■^that  the  parable  of  the  8ower,  or  of  the  Talents, — that  the  beue- 
iliction  on  Mary  of  Bethany,  or  the  lamentation  over  Jerusalem, — 
that  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  or  the  awfiU  prayer  poured  out 
immediately  before  He  entered  into  the  garden  with  his  disciples, 
■ — had  been  pronounced,  not  in  the  Syro-Chaldaic  tongue,  but  iu  the 
language  of  the  Academy,  and  had  been  recorded  for  our  iuformii- 
tioii  in  the  precise  fonn  of  words  in  which  they  were  fto  delivtired, 
c»iuld  they  have  conveyed  their  nal  nn-jining  with  more  precision 
or  with  greater  force  1     Could  they  have  been  more  uuiveraally 
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Now  iin  human  lieiiiR  Itnows,  or  ever  cau  know,  wliat  were  tbe 
very  wonia  which  thus  foil  from  thn  lips  of  ChriNt.  They  were  sjiolcoif 
in  a  diulcct  of  the  Syro-ChuLtiaic.  No  ono  even  knows  with  any 
certainty  whether  uur  extant  Greek  version  of  thorn  proceeded  from 
tii^  [len  of  St  Matthew.  On  the  hjpothf^fiis  adopunl  by  many  high 
<^(tiual  authoritiBB,  of  an  intermediate  Hebrew  Goi§ix'l.  we  must  bo- 
116^*0  the  contrary.  Aasumlng,  however,  that  the  hand  of  an  in- 
*pir(xl  writer  cU<l  trace  the  very  words  tit  KoXatnv  aiiivior,  it  will  yet 
not  ncccH^urily  folloir  tliat  either  of  those  words  is  a  precise  equiva- 
lent for  tlie  ori^nnal  which  it  ri*|in!F(iuil-H  ;  liecaum>,  fur  terms  so  ab< 
•tract,  perfectly  precise  equivalents  ejm  seldom,  if  ever,  W  found  in 
l.in;jraages  so  esaentiiJly  dissimthir  in  their  Rtnictum  and  genius  as 
lii'?  8yio-L'haIdaic  and  the  Gn^ek.  Let.  liowever,  the  sticred  text  be 
ivad  on  the  auppowtiun,  liowever  unfoxmdoil,  that  our  Itcdoemer 
himself  actually  pronounoc<l  the  vcrj-  terme  which  now  stand  in  the 
(irf'ck  Testament  On  that  supjmsiLion  cjui  we  n-ally  ftnd  in  them 
the  territia  and  overwhelming  sense  which  the  pojiular  opinion  at- 
tributes to  them. 

It  would  be  a  mere  impertinence  if  the  writer  of  these  piges 
ahnnld  presnimo  to  engage  in  a  critical  discusaion  of  the  precise  force 
anil  mcanini,'  nf  any  f.ajiisaRe  in  a  Greek  anthor.  It  would  he  etill 
mofe  extravagant^  if  he  ahouii  lay  claim  to  the  skill  requisite  for 
aualyaing  the  sense  of  any  Greek  expressiona  deeply  imbued  in 
8yriac  and  Hebraic  idioms  and  allusioua.  It  is  suQicient  for  tlie 
lediatc  purpose  to  say,  in  reference  to  the  merely  critical  or 
mati<^]  inrjuiry.  that  the  wonls  in  qoevtion  are  manifeMjy 
susceptible  of  the  diflerent  meanings  wliich  so  many  sc^iolats  havo 
at  dilic-rent  time*  poiated  out.  ITiey  might,  for  example,  be  ren- 
derwl  with  literal  accuracy  eitiier  by  the  wunht  ■'  into  lifelong  puuinh- 
me:it  "^-or  by  the  words  "into  perjK'tuul  absfiarion."  But  if  the 
nteauiug  of  tliose  expressions  Le  really  ambigvioae  or  equivocal, 
then  STB  we  not  only  free,  hut  bound,  to  adopt  eueh  a  oonstniction 
of  Uiom  as  may  be  derived  from  the  pnibabilities  in  favour  of  any 
one  or  oUier  uf  Uie  possible  meanings.'  What^  tbeo,  are  tbuse  |iru- 
Tiabilities  I 

First,  then,  lot  it  be  con^-ideredt  that  the  doctrine  of  the  eternity 
of  the  future  retribution  forms  no  tuxaumry  suhstrotum  of  any  other 
Christian  doctrine.  If  it  could  be  completely  disproved,  its  disap- 
pearance from  the  Christian  system  would  not  (iiasolve,  nor  ap[wrcntly 
impair,  tlie  strength  of  iiny  otlu'!r  jiart  of  that  mighty  fabric.  Every 
argument,  every  narrative,  every  exp<»8tulation,  every  warning  in  the 
Bible  would  1k!  as  complete  aiul  ns  intelligible,  if  not  as  empbaticolt 
without  it  as  with  iL     The  same  thing  eannot  be  said  of  any  other 


VI 


658 


TTIS  TPWOatTK. 


of  the  main  traUu  rere&led  in  Uio  Holy  ScripturciL  Each  of  thorn 
i»  a.n  integral  put  of  Uie  syBt«m  to  which  it  helongs.  Is  it,  thent 
probable,  that  a  doctrine  which,  if  tiue,  infinitely  outweighs  in 
imporUnce  all  tho  rest  of  the  articles  of  our  oreetht,  should  have  been 
propnundfMl  as  a  mere  isoUted  truths  standing  in  no  necessary  eon* 
nection  with  tho  rest  I  In  it  not  far  more  probable  that  there  is  an 
error  in  that  coDStmction  of  our  Saviour's  words,  which  would  render 
Hini  the  prom  iil gator  of  it  7 

The  niigel  who  descended  from  heaven  and  proclaimod  to  ths 
sliephenls  the  incarnation  of  the  ll«doemer,  announced  himself  as 
the  herald  "  of  good  tidings  of  great  joy  which  should  be  to  all 
people^"  But  if  it  be  indeed  true,  that  He  who  was  thus  made  in- 
camaU?,  proclaimed  an  eternity  of  unutterable  woe  to  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  tbofte  who,  from  generation  to  generation,  throng  our  streets, 
uur  uarts,  and  our  chmt^hes,  how  shall  we  reconcile  the  angelic  an- 
nouncement with  this  awful  proclamation  1  The  Gospel  is,  indeed^ 
intelligence  of  blessedness,  sorpassing  imagination,  to  "  tho/trtp  who 
are  chosen  ;"  but  that  same  Gospel  is,  on  the  popular  hypothesitt, 
not  less  int«lligenre  of  wretchednesd,  surpassing  Imagination,  to  "-  the 
mamj  who  are  called."  Is  not,  therefore,  tho  accnracy  of  that  hypo- 
thesis involvo<l  in  much  imprribability  1 

The  Bible  teaches  us  that  Christ  came  into  tho  world  to  bruiao 
the  serpent's  head,  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  to  establish 
the  kingtioni  of  God  ;  and  Christ  himself  declared  that  "  He  saw 
Satan  like  lightning  fall  from  Heaven."  Is  it  reasonable  to  accept 
any  construction  of  the  other  words  of  Christ,  which  would  seem  to 
ascribe  to  the  Spirit  of  Evil  an  eternal  triumph  over  tlie  Spirit  of 
Good,  in  the  persons  of  tho  vast  majority  of  the  race  whom  lie  lived 
and  died  to  redeem  t 

In  our  prp.^ent  life,  trouble,  pain,  and  sorrow  are,  indt«d,  thickly 
sown.  But  they  exist  among  ua  as  anomalies,  not  as  laws, — as  the 
medicinal  and  remedial  provisions  which  the  Creative  wisdom  has 
infused  into  this  economy  of  things,  not  as  the  ultimate  end  contem- 
plated by  that  wisdom.  In  tliis  world  '*  nothing  tvmunatea  on  evil ;" 
although,  in  this  world,  evil  so  unhappily  abounds.  Do  not,  there- 
fore, ail  the  analogies  of  the  Hi  vine  government  raise  a  strong  pre- 
sumption against  that  int(-rpretntion  of  our  Saviour's  discourse,  which 
pKprescnts  llim  as  foretelling  a  futui-o  economy  of  things,  in  which 
e\Tl,  not  reme<lial  but  penal,  not  transient  but  eternal,  is  to  be  tho 
doom  of  the  viwt  majority  of  Uie  children  of  Adutul 

lliroughnnt  tlio  Holy  8crl[>tui-(>H  a  constunt  api>eaL  is  made  to 
those  moral  stntimonts  whi<^h  G^nl  has  himself  iiiiplantt'd  in  ouc 
nature.     Our  huavunly  Father  has  graciously  condescended  every- 
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Trhow  to  point  ont  to  ua  the  8ar.n>il  harmony  ln'tWAon  Hia  law  aa 
ivvealinl  by  propheU  ami  pviuigt^Uslji,  un<l  His  linv  as  writfen  by 
hiintM^lf  on  our  henrts ;  iind  from  thnt  honnony  we  are  tuaght  to 
•Iraw  the  best  aud  highest  proof  of  the  mspirotiou  uf  those  sucred 
writinga.  Deeply  cuuacious  witk  what  profoiuid  reverence  it  be- 
hovaa  us  tu  apply  that  test  of  trutli  to  aiiy  ojiiiiiou  dediiciGd  by  the 
Chiin.'h  at  hiv^  from  Holy  Scripture,  wo  niay  yet  venture  to  uu^uin! 
wliether  It  could  be  Huc<!ti«sfiilly  applied  in  the  easo  under  couaidf;^ 
iition  1  If  the  words  ascribeil  U»  our  Saviour  are  not  inexorably 
liound  down  to  tlic  conntructiou  tbny  uhiuUv  receive,  by  Uw  absu- 
lalely  inflexible  force  of  thf  text  and  of  tho  oontext,  ia  it  not  most 
rpusonablc  to  adopt  some  otlicr  confitruetion,  to  which  our  own  na- 
tural nense  of  juutice  aud  equity  can  i-eapond  oa  clearly  as  it  re«pands 
to  all  the  re*t  of  the  inspired  canon  ? 

So  iuvottirattt  is  the  i-oiruptiun  of  the  human  heart,  that  in  the 
judgment  of  some,  the  intiietion  uiid  annrmiic«nient  of  no  penaltj' 
less  than  that  of  otcrnal  misery  would  be  suffincnt  to  turn  it  aflido 
from  present  ainiuiness,  liut  d«.K-ji  the  drvad  of  that  terrific  penally 
rtinlly  stem  the  headlong  current  of  inif[uity  t  Is  it  really  productive 
uf  any  corresponding  alarm  1  Does  it  produce  an  alarm  equal  to 
that  which  would  have  been  excited  by  the  announcement  of  n 
[lenalty  of  infinitoly  less  amount,  bat  definite  and   intelligible  I 

'  Dues  the  worhl — docs  the  Church — do  her  ministers — do  her  saint** 
-really  believe  this  part  of  the  language  of  our  Kedeemet  in  tlmt 

''Mniie  in  winch  they  familiarly  intiTpret  itf  Is  any  human  mind  s<i 
constituted  as  to  bear  the  incumbent  weight  of  so  fearful  a  pro- 
hability  of  an  evil  so  utterly  lieynnd  the  reach  (»f  exaggeration  t  Is 
the  texture  of  any  human  body  vigorous  ojiough  to  sustain  the  tliroes 
pf  so  agonising  an  anticipation  I  What  means  the  whole  course  and 
System  of  life  which  is  (>a8*ijig  hourly  Wfore  our  eyes,  and  through 
which  we  an;  ourf^olvcs  pseaiug?  Why  have  our  preachers  time  to 
t'ugage  in  «ludy,  Uf  liarmonise  tlie  periods  of  their  sermons,  to  give 
",  to  our  wretched  ecclesiastical  disputes,  to  devote  one  euperflu- 
pus  iniitant  to  fcrfMi,  to  repose,  or  to  occupy  themselves  with  any 
Pther  thing  than  the  pn>clamation  of  the  horrore  of  the  approaching 

^calamity,  and  the  explanatiim  of  the  only  way  of  escape  from  it? 
Let  any  honest  man  fairly  piriiwao  to  himself,  and  fairly  answer  the 
quPMlion,  wlurther  the  unutterable  dioparity  between  his  actual 
inten-'sts  in  all  the  frivolities  of  life,  and  his  professed  belief  in  an 
ct«mity  of  woe,  impending  probably  over  liimself,  but  certainly  over 
the  vast  majority  of  the  human  race,  does  not  convict  him  of  profess- 
ing to  believe  more  than  ln'  (wrtually  believt»1  And^  if  so,  is  tJicre 
nut  some  reaiKin  to  doubt  whether  he  has  nut  erred  in  attributing  to 
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Ilia  Saviour  a  meaninp,  for  wliit-h,  aftw  all,  he  raiinot  fiiiil  any 
placo  in  his  own  minJ,  or  any  vital  influi-nce  on  his  own  h<>artt 

Kothinj;;  cjin  be  nmrfl  remote  from  tlio  design  with  which  thcae 
pages  are  ^nitten  than  to  suggest  a  doubt  wliether  poiial  Ktribalion 
in  the  fiituro  stato  does  leally  await  "  the  many  who  are  called,"  but 
■who  throng  "  thi*  brnad  way  which  leaileth  to  de^tnictiuu."  NeitlitT 
does  Iho  writer  of  these  paye^  presume  to  intimatt'  Uwt  cither  the 
nattire  or  th«  continuance  of  that  penalty  are  siieh  as  lo  be  fitly 
conU'tuplaU^d  by  any  soul  of  man  withnat  the  most  ppofonnd  awe 
and  the  niPttt  lively  alarm.  To  propagate  or  to  enterttun  such  opin- 
ionB  would  Ito  to  questiitn  the  truth  of  Him  who  is  emphatically 
himaelf  *'  The  Truth."  The  questions  proposed  for  inquiry  are — 
whether  He,  or  any  one  of  His  inispire<l  Apostles,  ha«  really 
affirmed,  in  express  words,  that  the  retribution  shall  bo  endorefl 
eternally  by  those  on  whom  it  shall  fall  1— whether  all  the  words 
employed  by  Him,  or  by  them,  on  the  eubject  are  not  satisfied  by 
undoretanding  that  the  punishment  is  eternal  only  inasmuch  as  it 
inrolvBs  the  ultimate  destruction^  or  annihilation,  of  those  on  whom 
it  is  to  ha  inltii-tedl — whether  the  sense  usually  ascriljed  Uj  this  pert 
of  Holy  Scripture  is  eongmoua  with  the  spirit  of  the  rest  of  the 
revealed  will  of  Ood  ] — whtther  it  is  not  n-ally  derived  from  cede- 
BiJiBtical  traditions,  rather  Ihun  fn.)m  any  sound  and  unbiassed  cri- 
ticism I— and  whetlior  our  own  traJi!*lator8  have  not  been  induce<l,  by 
thofte  traditions,  to  enhance  the  lettl  force  uf  our  Saviour's  worda  by 
a  forced  and  exaj^rated  version  of  them. 

Thesa  euf^stions  or  aarmises  are,  however,  opposed  to  the  com- 
monly-received opinion  of,  perhaps,  all  the  Christian  Cliurehrs.  The 
most  learned  couid  not,  theri--f<iro,  olfer  them,  except  vriih  the  most 
extreme  lUlfidence.  By  one  who  can  make  no  cLiijii  whfttever  to 
learning,  properly  so  palled,  either  aa  a  thenlrigian  or  an  a  linjrniKt, 
they  are  proposed  with  the  docpo^t  po*a,ible  conetMuu^iiefus  of  lus 
liability'  to  error.  He  knows  how  weighty  is  the  presumpLiun  in 
fsToar  of  the  construction  which  the  Church  of  Christ  has,  in  idl 
ages,  given  to  words  which,  however  understood,  are  the  most  terrilic 
which  have  over  been  epoken  in  the  oars  of  man.  And  if.  imlwHl, 
that  comitTUCtion  truly  reprti-seuts  the  rtail  meaning  of  those  fearful 
words,  what  remains  for  him  who  njvolves  the  prusjiect  they  open 
to  that  great  human  family  of  which  he  ia  a  member,  except  to  repose 
the  aching  heart  on  those  dtM-lurations,  so  copious,  so  unequivocal,  so 
interwoven  with  the  whole  scheme,  structure,  and  *y.stem  of  our  faith, 
which  concur  in  assuring  us  that  "  ( Jod  is  love,"  and  which  ^rill  still 
enoourago  or  rather  eonstraln  us  to  hope  even  against  hope,  that  no 
ntionol  being  throughout  Hia  vast  universe  shall  ever  be  so  entirely 
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(xikd  fmm  ITis  fntlirrly  pie^-mo,  us  to  )*•  mmVIfi  to  turn  tn  Him 
■writh  penitencp,  nr  as  iu  Im  hnyond  the  rrach  of  that  mercy  of  which 
)ve  are  ao  oflon  assured  that  it  "  endureth  for  ever." 

This  digresaian  (if  auch  it  be)  from  the  more  immediate  rahject  of 
those  pagf^  luie  Vt-n  fiiiggP5t«d,  nnd  may,  it  is  hoped,  be  vindicnUd, 
by  the  coTisidemlion,  tliat  tlie  gfine rally-received  opinion  regarding 
the  endless  dumtioji  of  the  stale  of  pmiislimeni,  i»  among  the  most 
etfective  of  all  the  causes  whieh  are  at  present  inducing  amongst 
Its  that  virtual  ahnndonraent  of  Christianity,  which  assigns  a  mythic 
sense  to  alniont  every  p.irt  of  the  sacred  oracles.  Learnedly  nnd 
wisely  as  thai  fallftcy  ha**  bwu  couibnted  by  many,  their  yet  more 
.■x-riuHs  attention  nii},dit.  |>erlia[Wi,  be  advuntaj^eously  given  to  the 
inquiry  whether  that  npinion,  whi-^h  is  to  so  large  a  number  an  in- 
I  Bupcrable  rock  of  offence,  might  not  lie  either  retracted  or  qualified 
without  any  sacrifiDe  of  truth  ;  anil  whether,  if  bo,  they  would  nut 
coDtribato,  by  Hueh  an  acknowled^iont.  to  rcdnim  the  deserters  to 
the  camp  much  more  effectually  than  by  any  nssuult  on  the  positions 
in  which  they  have  openly  entrenched  themselves. 

Except  eo  far  a»  it  is  overcast  by  the  portentous  elond  which  the 
doctrine  of  the  eternity  of  penal  retribution  thron-s  over  it,  the  Word 
of  God  reveals  the  love  of  Go4l  with  all  the  effulgence  of  a  noontide 
sun.  It  makes  that  disclosure  cliielty,  of  course,  to  such  as  most 
freely  receive  that  Word,  and  as  most  devoutly  revolve  it.  Yet  so 
[bright  are  those  " shalte  of  day,"  that,  by  many  a  reflection,  they 
rhndiate  even  those  Ut  whom  spiritual  desjiotism  forbids  an  unre- 
'  etmined  ococss  to  the  inspired  volume.  For.  in  those  pages,  1o\'e  is 
exhibited,  not  as  an  abstract  quality  or  oflcetion,  but  as  a  living 
liereon  ;  and  that  impersonation,  whether  it  be  pivsented  to  us  under 
ihe  veil  of  a  tnt*-larj'  and  national  Deity,  aa  in  the  last  four  books 
of  the  Pentateuch,  or  under  the  veil  of  Christ's  humanity,  as  in  tho 
four  GoepeU,  is  still  ever  one  and  ever  the  same, — ever  yearning 
I  iver  our  fallen  mce  with  more  than  parental  tenderness,  and  ever 
rtwiating  our  suicidal  self-will  with  the  wholesome,  though  reluctant, 
severity  of  a  Father.  And  the  love  thus  im  personated  to  all  Ciiris- 
tian  people,  is  no  more  the  object  of  the  exclusive  knowledge,  or  of 
the  exclusive  adoration,  of  any  single  society  of  Chrislians,  tlmn  the 
air  we  breathe,,  the  ocean  we  navigJite,  or  tho  Enmshino  by  which  we 
are  wanned.  To  shut  the  gates  of  mercy  on  all  who  will  not  adopt 
<iur  opiniona,  join  in  onr  soIemnitie.<(,  and  attach  them-selves  to  our 
party,  in  ojie  of  the  most  iiivet'^mte  of  human  infinoities  ;  liecause  it 
in  one  nf  the  mo.st  inveterate  of  human  habits,  U)  avert  the  eyu  from 
some  of  the  many  rays  of  light  by  which  it  is  the  good  purpose  of 
(Jod  that  we  should  itIitmitiHte  oiir  minds  and  guide  our  steps.     To 
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llirow  open  tliose  gatos  as  wiiU-ly  as  I^ve  tlesjrps,  and  as  Tnitli 
allows,  is,  on  tho  other  hand,  the  deliyht  of  those  Ly  whom  all 
those  confluent  rays  are  received,  and  wolcomcd,  and  hiuraonised. 

There  is,  thereioro,  a  catholic  Belief  and  a  cathoUc  J^torality,  broad 
and  comprehensive  enough  to  Ibnu  the  eternal  basis  of  a  catholic 
Church  and  of  a  true  Christian  Unity.  That  Belief  U,  that  "God 
ia  light,"  and  that  ^  God  ia  love "  Tluit  Morality  is,  that  we  love 
Hira  supremely,  and  each  other  nn  onrselvea.  That  Church  is  com- 
posed of  all  who,  in  the  strenKth  of  this  belief,  are  habitually  striv- 
ing to  practise  tliis  morality.  That  L'uity  is  effected  not  by  any  ex- 
ternal conformities,  but  by  the  tawm  interior  spirit  and  liidden  life 
iuanife«tiDg  itself,  iu  tlic  menibew  of  all  Christian  comniuiiitica,  by 
acts  of  dtvotioii,  of  humility,  of  sell'-sacrifico,  of  temperance,  of  juaUce, 
of  tnitli,  and  of  peace. 

Jlold  ing  these  opinions,  we  have  presumed,  in  the  preceding  pages, 
to  record  the  act«,  and  to  celebmtB  the  virtues,  uf  suiue  of  the  sainta 
both  of  Rome,  and  of  our  native  land.  Our  Hagiology  is  drawn  from 
many  distant,  and.  as  some  may  thiuk,  from  many  incongruous, 
sources.  We  have  ventured  to  extol  the  heroic  daring  of  Ilihio- 
brand,  and  the  tender  enthusiasm  of  Francis  of  Assiai.  Wo  have 
dared  to  apphiud  tlie  energies,  at  uuce  so  pasaiunalti  and  so  calm,  so 
widely  diffused  and  yet  so  otmcentrateil,  of  Loyola  and  liis  tirst  as- 
sociates. We  have  oelebrated  conlially,  however  faintly,  the  forvent 
zeal  of  Martin  Luther,  steeped  in  every  human  affoction,  even  when 
most  instinct  with  a  diviner  influence.  We  have  rendered  homage 
to  tho  piety  which  sustained  the  intellectual  prowess  of  Mabillon 
and  bis  companions ;  and  have  deeply  felt  our  ijicompclency  to 
render  any  mtet  tribute  to  the  memories  of  tbe  wise  and  holy  men 
of  Port-Royal  and  of  her  illastjioua  daushters.  Passing  to  our  own 
land — our  glorious  land- — and,  above  all  other  things,  glorious  in  llw> 
parentage  of  the  mighty  transatlantic  nation  to  which  God  has  ao 
largely  committed  the  futui'e  destinies  of  mankind, — we  have  ti- 
tempt^  to  depict  liichard  Baxter,  dwelling  on  tho  confinos  of  tbe 
temporal  and  of  the  eternal  states,  and  performing  miraclee  of  iu- 
dostry  and  of  devotednejjs.  over  the  truth  of  wliich  no  scepticism  can 
cast  a  shade  of  doubt ;  and  Whitiiold  and  his  diw:iplca,  labouring  to 
evangelise  the  world  with  an  cnerp)*  almost  as  rare  as  minicle,  and 
with  a  faith  in.  themselves,  in  their  cause,  and  in  their  tHvine 
Lender,  which  no  scepticism  could  ever  cloud,  and  which  no  diaap- 
[jointmeut  could  over  weaken.  Ami  then,  contracting  our  vi.*(ion 
witliin  a  narrower,  a  more  fiimiliar,  and,  in  truth,  a  domestic  circle, 
we  huvti  hftZAidcd  the  exluhition  of  a  series  of  portraitures  drawn 
from  the  lile.  and  which,  until  tJiey  sliall  be  superseded  by  acttim 
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mon  akilfiil  hand,  may  scire  as  sketches  of  a  society,  to  which  Eng- 
land and  the  world  at  large  owe  no  common  debt  of  gratitude.  But 
once,  in  that  society,  no  such  benefactor  of  mankind  conld  be  foond, 
who  did  not  worship  within  the  pale  of  oni  national  Church,  we 
hovo  -ventored  to  draw,  from  his  own  boolcB,  a  conjectnral  likeness 
of  a  Konconformist,  whom  that  society  would  have  received  as  a 
brother,  if  his  times  had  fallen  in  their  generation. 

To  our  own  apprehension,  at  least,  there  is,  in  these  attempts  at 
eocleeiastical  biography,  a  certain  unity  of  design,  because  ail  the 
subjects  of  it  h^d  that  Belief^  practised  that  Morality,  and  were 
members  of  that  Church  which,  in  the  sense  already  explained,  we 
r^;aid  as  catholic.  They  aU  believed  that  "God  is  light,"  and 
reverently  sought  that  divine  illumination.  They  all  believed  that 
"God  is  love,"  and  devoutly  surrendered  their  highest  afl'ections  to 
TTim  They  all  loved  their  brethren  of  mankind  as  the  common 
children  of  their  Father  in  heaven.  They  have  all  deserved,  and 
some  few  of  them  have  found,  an  infinitely  nobler  memorial  among 
men  than  it  is  permitted  to  the  author  of  these  pages  to  raise  to  any 
man.  Yet  he  will  not  think  that  these  pages  have  been  written  in 
vain,  if  they  shall  stimulate  any  one  gifted  with  the  requisite 
abilities  and  learning,  to  give  to  the  Christian  world  a  Froteetant 
Hagiology,  celebrating  the  Saints  of  that  universal  Church,  which 
embraces  within  its  ample  fold  every  faithful  servant  of  Christ, 
whatever  may  be  the  peculiarities  of  hie  ecclesiastical  system,  or  of 
hia  theological  creed. 


THE  END. 
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